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TRUSTEES  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

ON  FEBRUARY  1.  1922. 


ALEXANDER  MANN,  PretidenL 

Terai  espiim  April  30.  1925. 

ARTHUR  T.  CONNOLLY.    LOUIS  E.  KIRSTEIN. 

Terai  espiict  April  30,  1922.  T«nD  espim  April  30,  1924. 

SAMUEL  CARR.  MICHAEL  J.  MURRAY. 

Teim  espiret  April  30,  1923.  Term  expires  April  30.  1926. 


UBRARIAN. 

CHARLES  F.  D.  BELDEN. 


ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  UBRARY  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston,  organized 
in  1 852,  are  now  mcorporated  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  1 1 4*  of  tfaa 
Acts  of  1 878,  as  amended.  The  Board  for  1 852  was  a  preliminary  or« 
ganization;  that  for  1 853  made  the  first  annual  report.  At  first  the  Board 
consisted  of  one  alderman  and  one  common-councilman  and  five  dtizeas  al 
large,  until  1 867,  when  a  revised  ordinance  made  it  to  consist  of  one  alder- 
man, two  common-councilmen  and  six  citizens  at  large,  two  of  whom  retired, 
unless  re-elected,  each  year,  while  the  members  from  the  Gty  Q>uncU  were 
elected  yearly.  In  1878  the  organization  of  the  Board  was  changed  to 
include  one  alderman,  one  councilman,  and  five  citizens  at  large,  as  before 
1867;  and  in  1885,  by  the  provisions  of  the  amended  city  charter,  dw 
representation  of  the  City  Government  upon  the  Board  by  an  alderman  and 
a  councilman  was  abolished,  leaving  the  Board  as  at  present,  consisting  of 
five  citizens  at  large,  appointed  by  the  Mayor,  for  five-year  terms,  the  lerm 
of  one  member  expiring  each  year.  The  following  citizens  at  large  have 
been  members  of  the  Board  since  its  organization  in  1 852 : 

Abbott,  Samuel  Appleton  Browne,  a.m.,  1879-95. 
Appleton,  Thomas  Gold,  a.m.,  1852-56. 
Benton,  Josiah  Henry,  ll.d.,  1 894 -1 9 17. 
BiGELow,  John  Prescott,  a.m.,  1852-68. 
BowDiTCH,  Henry  Ingersoll,  m.d.,  1865-67. 
BowDiTCH,  Henry  Pickering,  m.d.,  1894-1902. 
Boyle,  Thomas  Francis,  1902-12. 
Braman,  Jarvis  Dwight,  1869-72. 
Brett,  John  Andrew,  ll.b.,  1912-16. 
Carr,  Samuel,  1895-96,  1908- 
Chase,  George  Bigelow,  a.m.,  1876-85. 
Clarke,  James  Freeman,  d.d.,  1879-88. 
CoAKLEY,  Daniel  Henry,  1917-19. 
Connolly,  Arthur  Theodore,  1916- 
CuRTis,  Daniel  Sargent,  a.m.,  1873-75. 
DeNormandie,  James,  d.d.,  1895-1908. 
Dwight,  Thomas,  m.d.,  1899-1908. 
Everett,  Edward,  ll.d.,  1852-64. 
Frothingham,  Richard,  ll.d.,  1875-79. 
Green,  Samuel  Abbott,  m.d.,  1868-78. 
Greenough,  Wiluam  Whitwell,  1856-88. 
Haynes,  Henry  Williamson,  a.m.,  1880-94. 
HiLLARD,  George  Stillman,  ll.d.,  1872-75;  76-77. 
Kenney,  Wiluam  Francis,  a.m.,  1908-1921. 
KiRSTEiN,  Lx>uis  Edward,  1919- 
Lewis,  Weston,  1868-79. 
Lewis,  Winslow,  m.d.,  1 867. 
Lincoln,  Solomon,  a.m.,  1897-1907. 
Mann,  Alexander,  d.d.,  1908- 


Morton.  Elus  Wesley.  1870-73. 

Murray.  Michael  Joseph.  ll.b..  1921- 

PiERCE.  Phineas.  1888-94. 

Prince.  Frederick  Octavius.  a.m..  1888-99. 

Putnam.  George,  d.d..  1868-77. 

Richards.  William  Reuben.  a.m.,  1889-95. 

Shurtleff.  Nathaniel  Bradstreet.  ll.d..  1852-68. 

Thomas,  Benjamin  Frankun.  ll.d..  1877-78. 

Ticknor.  George.  ll.d..  1852-66. 

Walker.  Francis  Amasa.  ll.d»,  1 8%. 

Whipple,  Edwin  Percy.  a.m..  1867-70. 

Whitmore.  William  Henry.  a.m..  1885-88. 

WiNsoR,  Justin.  ll.d..  1867-68. 

The  Hon.  Edward  Everett  was  President  of  the  Board  from  1 852 
to  1864;  George  Ticknor,  m  1865;  William  W.  Greenough, 
from  1866  to  AprU,  1888;  Prof.  Henry  W.  Haynes.  from  May  7. 
1888.  to  May  12.  1888;  Samuel  A.  B.  Abbott.  May  12.  1888.  to 
April  30,  1895;  Hon.  F.  O.  Prince,  October  8,  1895,  to  May  8. 
1 899 ;  Solomon  Lincoln.  May  1 2.  1 899,  to  October  1 5,  1 907 ;  Rev. 
James  De  Normandie.  January  31.1 908.  to  May  8.  1 908 ;  Josiah 
H.  Benton.  May  8.  1 908.  to  February  6.  1917;  WiLUAM  F.  Ken- 
NEY.  February  13.  1917,  to  May  7.  1920;  Rev.  Alexander  Mann. 
nee  May  7.  1920. 

LIBRARIANS. 

(Fran  1856  lo  1877,  die  chief  execati?e  officer  wm  entitled  Superintendent) 

Capen.  Edward.  Librarian,  May  1 3,  1 852  -  December  1 6.  1 874. 

Jewett.  Charles  C.  Superiniendenl,  1858- January  9.  1868. 

WiNSOR,  Justin.  LL.D.,  SuperiniendenU  February  25.  1 868  —  Septem- 
ber 30.  1877. 

Green.  Samuel  A..  m.d..  Trustee,  Acting  Librarian^  October  1. 
1 877  -  September  30.  1 878. 

Chamberlain.  Mellen.  ll.d..  Librarian,  October  1.  1878 -Sep- 
tember 30,  1890. 

DwiGHT.  Theodore  F..  Librarian,  April  13.  1892  -April  30.  1894. 

Putnam.  Herbert.  ll.d..  Librarian,  February  11.1 895  -  April  30. 
1899. 

Whitney.  James  L..  a.m..  Acting  Librarian,  March  31.  1899  -  De- 
cember 21.  1899;  Librarian,  December  22.  1899  — January  31. 
1903. 

Wadun.  Horace  C.  UTT.D..  Librarian,  February  1.  1903 -March 
15.  1917:   Acting  Librarian,  March  15.  1917-June  15.  1917. 

Belden.  Charles  F.  D.,  ll.b..  Librarian,  since  March  15.  1917. 


UBRARY  SYSTEM,  FEBRUARY  1,  1922. 


Depaktments. 
tCentral  Library.  Copley  Sq.  • 

fEMt  Boflon  Branch.  276-282  Meridian  St 
§Soath  Botlon  Branch.  372  Broadway  . 
liRozbury  Branch.  46  Milfanont  St        • 
tCharleslown  Branch.  Monument  Sq.    • 
fBrighton  Branch.  Academy  Hill  Rd.  • 
{Dorchester  Branch.  Arcadia,  cor.  Adama  St 
§South  End  Branch.  397  Shawmut  Ave. 
tjamaica  Plain  Branch.  Sedgwick,  cor.  South  St 
{West  Roxbury  Branch,  Centre,  near  Mt  Vernon  St. 
fWett  Ejid  Branch,  Cambridge,  cor.  Lynde  St 
tUpham*t  Comer  Branch,  Columbia  Rd^  cor.  Bird  St 
tHyde  Park  Branch,  Harvard  Ave.,  cor.  Winlhrop  St 
fNorlh  End  Branch.  3a  North  Bennet  St 
tCodman  Square  Branch,  Washington,  cor.  Norfolk  St 
(Roslindale  Branch,  Washington,  cor.  Ashland  St 
§Warren  Street  Branch,  392  Warren  St 
§Mount  Bowdoin  Branch,  Washington,  oor.  Eldon  St 
§Station  A.    Lower  Mills  Reading  Room.  Washington  St 
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D.  Mattapan  Reading  Room,  7  Babson  St 

E.  Neponset  Reading  Room,  362  Neponset  Ave. 

G.  AUston  Reading  Room.  138  Brighton  Ave. 

N.  Mt  Pleasant  Reading  Room,  Vine,  cor  Dudley  St 

P.  Tyler  Street  Reading  Room.  Tyler,  cor.  Oak  St 

S.  Rozbury  Crossing  Reading  Room,  206  Ruggles  St 

T.  Boykton  Station  Reading  Room.  The  Lamartine,  De- 
pot 2)q.         •.•••.. 

Y.  Andrew  Square  Reading  Room,  396  Dorchester  St 

Z.  Orient  Hei|^ls  Reading  Room,  1030  Bennington  St 

23.  City  Point  Reading  Room,  Municipal  Bldg..  Broadway 

24.  Parker  Hill  Reading  Room,  1518  Tremont  St  . 

25.  Faneuil  Reading  Room,  100  Brooks  St.      .        .        . 

26.  Jeffries  Point  Reading  Room,  195  Webster  St  . 


fOPEHED. 

May    2,  1854 

Jan.   28,  1871 

May     I.  1872 

Jtt^,         1873 

•Jan.,         1874 

•Jan.,         1874 

Jan.   25.  1874 

Augn        1877 

S^.,        1877 

•Jan.     6,  1880 

Feb.     1,  1896 

Mar.  16,  1896 

•Jan.     1,  1912 

Feb.  27,  1913 

♦Nov.    1.  1914 

•Sept    I,  1919 

•Sept    I,  1919 

•Feb.     1,  1922 

June    7.  1875 

Dec  27,  1881 

Jan.     1.  1683 

Mar.  11.  1689 

Apr.  29,  1892 

Jan.   16^  1896 

Jan.   18.  1897 


Nov.  1, 
Mar.  5, 
June  25, 
July  18, 
JiUy  15, 
Mar.  4. 
Oct   15, 


1897 
1914 
1901 
1906 
1907 
1914 
1921 


f  In  the  case  of  the  Central  Library  and  some  of  the  branches  and  stations  die  opening 
was  in  a  ditferent  location  from  that  now  occupied.  •As  a  branch,  fin  building 
owned  by  City,  and  exclusively  devoted  to  library  uses.  {In  Qty  building,  in  part 
devoted  lo  other  municipal  uses.  §  Occupies  rented  rooms.  ||The  lessee  of  die 
Fellowes  Adienaeum,  a  private  library  association. 
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To  His  Honor,  James  M.  Curley. 

Mayor  of  the  Cify  of  Boston. 

Sir  :  —  TTic  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  the 
City  of  Boston  presents  the  following  report  of  its  condition  and 
affairs  for  the  year  ending  January  3 1 ,  1 922,  being  die  seventieth 
annual  rqK>rL 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  BOARD. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  was  held  <hi 
Thursday,  June  3,  1921 ,  when  the  Reverend  Alexander  Mann. 
D.D.,  was  elected  President,  Mr.  Samuel  Carr,  Vice-President, 
and  Miss  Delia  Jean  Deery,  Clerk.  The  Honorable  Michael 
J.  Murray  was  appointed  a  trustee  for  the  term  ending  April  30, 
1926,  in  place  of  Mr.  William  F.  Kenney.  At  the  meeting 
held  on  June  3,  1921 ,  the  following  resoluticm  on  the  retirement 
of  Mr.  Kenney  was  adopted : 

On  April  30,  1 92 1 ,  Mr.  William  F.  Keiuiey*s  tenn  as  a  Trustee  of  the 
Library  expired. 

Mr.  Kenney  was  first  a(H>ointed  a  Trustee  on  December  30,  1907. 
He  has  therefore  served  the  Library  continuously  for  a  period  of  fourteen 
years. 

On  May  3,  1912,  Mr.  Kenney  was  elected  Vice  President  of  Ae 
Board,  which  office  he  held  up  to  February  13,  1917,  when  he  was 
elected  President  of  the  Board,  apd  served  in  diat  capacity  until  May  7, 
1920. 

Few  trustees  of  the  Library  have  served  the  institution  longer  dian  Mr. 
Kenney,  and  through  all  these  years  he  has  beeki  most  faithful  in  his  at' 
tendance  on  the  meetings  of  the  Board,  and  has  at  all  times  shown  a  keen 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  die  Library. 

Resolved:  Tliat  Mr.  Kenney  be  accorded  the  freedom  of  the  alcoves, 
and  that  this  minute  be  placed  upon  the  records  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
and  that  a  copy  be  sent  to  Mr.  K&mty. 

RECEIPTS  OF  THE  UBRARY. 

The  receipts  of  the  Library  are  of  two  classes:  first,  those 
which  are  to  be  expended  by  die  Trustees  in  the  maintenance  of 
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the  Library.  They  consist  of  the  annual  appropriation  by  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council,  and  the  income  from  Trust  Funds, 
given  to  Ae  Trustees  but  invested  by  the  City  Treasurer. 
During  the  past  year  these  receipts  were 

Annual  appropriation $747,f2OA)0 

Special  appropriation:    Jeffries  Point 4.000.00 

Income  from  Tmst  Funds .                •  23,531.66 

UnoQiepdecl  balance  of  Trust  Funds  income  of  previous  years              .  52,201  £A 

Total $826354.14 

Second,  receipts  which  are  accounted  for  and  paid  into  the 
City  Treasury  for  general  municipal  piuposes.  These  receipts 
during  the  year  have  been  as  follows: 

From  fines $12,073.92 

From  sales  of  catalogues,  etc 56.19 

From  commissiotts  on  telephone  stations 456.17 

From  sale  of  waste  paper 15322 

From  payments  for  lost  books 648.45 

Interest  on  bank  deposits 55.68 


Total $13,452.63 

BRANCHES  AND  READING  ROOMS. 

On  April  6,  1 92 1 ,  His  Honor  the  Mayor  approved  an  order 
of  the  City  Council  for  an  appropriation  of  $55,000  to  be  ex- 
pended by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  for  a  new 
Branch  Library  building  in  West  Roxbury;  and  on  May  13, 
1 92 1 ,  the  Trustees 

Voted:  That  the  President  be  requested  to  inform  the  Mayor  that 
it  is  the  sense  of  the  Board  that  under  the  auAority  of  tfaor  Charter  of 
Incorporation  and  in  their  administration  for  the  bttt  interest  of  the  Li- 
brary, appropriations  of  money  for  library  purposes  should  be  made  to  the 
Trustees  to  be  expended  by  diem  rather  than  to  other  departments  of  the 
City. 

On  June  7,  1921,  His  Honor  the  Mayor  approved  an  order 
of  the  City  Council  for  a  special  appropriation  of  $4,000  for  the 
establishment  of  a  reading  room  at  Jeffries  Point,  East  Boston. 
This  reading  room  at  195  Webster  Street,  East  Boston,  was 
opened  to  public  use  on  the  afternoon  of  October  1 5,  1921 .  It 
is  admirably  located  on  a  comer  facing  Belmont  Square,  the 
only  open  space  in  that  section  of  East  Boston  in  close  proximity 
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to  the  schools,  including  die  Samuel  Adams,  the  Commodore 
Barry  and  die  Plummer  Grammar  Schools,  and  one  parochial 
school.  At  die  noon  recess  there  are  some  4,000  children  con- 
gregated in  this  Square.  The  great  bulk  of  the  population 
is  of  Italian  blood,  and  the  children,  as  was  to  be  expected, 
are  making  large  use  of  the  reading  room.  The  Board  desires 
to  put  on  record  its  appreciation  of  the  public  spirited  service 
of  the  Americanization  Committee  of  the  Boston  Chamber  of 
Commerce  to  whom  it  is  largely  indebted  for  a  very  careful 
survey  of  all  possible  sites  for  die  most  suitable  location  of  a 
reading  room  m  the  Jetfries  Point  district. 

In  connection  with  die  erection  of  the  new  branch  library 
building  at  West  Roxbury  and  the  establishment  of  the  reading 
room  at  Jetfries  Point  the  Trustees  had  the  hearty  and  united 
support  of  the  cidzens  of  diose  districts,  and  to  their  interest  is 
largely  due  the  prompt  realization  of  both  projects. 

ESTIMATES  1922-1923. 

The  estimates  of  the  Trustees  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Li- 
brary for  the  coming  year,  forwarded  to  His  Honor  the  Mayor 
in  budget  form  as  usual,  were  for  $828,426  of  which  $578,602 
is  for  personal  service  and  $249,824  for  general  maintenance. 
The  total  increase  asked  for  amounts  to  about  10^  per  cent 
over  the  sum  allowed  for  the  Department  last  year. 

The  Trustees  feel  so  strongly  the  importance  of  a  large  ap- 
propriadon  for  die  purchase  of  books  and  an  increased  appro- 
priation for  personal  service  in  order  to  allow  die  appointment 
of  additional  assistants  where  sorely  needed  to  maintain  efficiency 
of  the  Library  service,  that  in  making  up  the  budget  they 
have  felt  it  unwise  to  allow  for  any  increase  in  salaries  other 
dian  those  due  to  grade  increases.  The  Board  has  come  to  this 
conclusicm  with  regret  because  they  still  feel  the  desirability  as  a 
matter  of  justice  of  increased  appropriations  in  order  that  chiefs 
of  dq)artments,  first  assistants,  and  librarians  of  branches  and 
reading  rocxns  especially  may  be  paid  salaries  more  adequate 
for  services  rendered. 

The  book  appropriation  of  $100,000  last  year  we  believe  has 
been  wisely  eiqiended,  and  the  absorption  of  the  volumes  sent 
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to  the  branches  and  reading  rooms  and  placed  on  the  shdves  of 
die  Central  Library  has  proven  how  inadequate  the  collections 
of  the  Library  were  to  meet  the  popular  demand  for  reading,  and 
to  meet  especially  the  needs  of  diildren  in  all  sections  of  die  city. 
The  increase  in  circulation  of  over  233,000  during  the  year  is  a 
significant  mdication  of  the  effect  of  this  enlarged  appropriation. 
The  need  for  more  books,  however,  is  just  as  great  A  visit 
to  the  branches  and  reading  rooms  shows  many  empty  shelves 
and  no  trace  even  of  the  newer  books ;  they  are  all  in  active  cir- 
culation. Children  and  adults  still  come  continually  to  the  Cen- 
tral and  to  the  branch  libraries  asking  for  books  and  material 
which  the  Library  has  not  been  able  to  buy  in  sufficient  amount 
to  meet  the  steady  and  increasmg  demand.  The  Library  can 
only  grow  in  usefubess  and  pc^ularity  to  the  extent  that  it  is 
able  to  meet  the  needs  of  its  constituents.  For  this  reason  the 
Trustees  have  asked  for  $125,000  for  books  —  $25,000  more 
than  the  amount  allowed  last  year  —  and  for  the  sum  of  $22,680 
for  additional  assistants  greatly  needed  throughout  the  system. 
If  the  Library  is  to  keep  pace  with  its  enlarged  work,  no  one  of 
the  new  positions  can  be  omitted  without  real  detriment  to  direct 
and  indirect  service  to  die  public.  Indeed,  too  few  new  assistants 
have  been  asked  for  in  comparison  widi  die  number  employed 
in  similar  departments  in  other  large  library  systems. 

OPENING  OF  THE  CENTRAL  LIBRARY  ON  HOLIDAYS. 

Heretofore  die  Central  Library  building  has  been  closed  on 
all  holidays,  but,  as  the  result  of  requests  received  from  time  to 
time  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  there  are  many  persons  in  the 
city  on  holidays  who  desire  to  visit  the  building,  the  Trustees 
decided  to  open  it  for  public  inspection  on  all  holidays  except 
July  the  Fourth,  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas.  This  opening 
is  for  inspection,  not  for  service.  The  Trustees  would  be  glad  to 
open  the  Library  not  merely  for  inspection  but  also  for  service 
if  the  funds  at  their  di^>osal  warranted  the  additional  expenditure. 

SARAH  E.  PRATT  BEQUEST. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  received  on  January  20,  1922,  a 
check  for  $500,  being  a  bequest  from  Sarah  E.  Pratt,  late  of 
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Bostcm,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Dwchester  Branch.  This  be^ 
quest  has  been  funded  as  the  **Sarah  E.  Pratt  Fund**  and  the 
income  will  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  Dor- 
chester Branch  of  the  Library. 

BRANCH  FOR  BUSINESS  MEN. 

« 

Among  the  many  needs  of  the  Library  system  of  which  tfie 
Trustees  are  conscious,  tfiat  which  they  put  first,  is  a  Business 
Men*s  Branch.  The  importance  of  diis  has  been  repeatedly 
called  to  their  attention  by  tfie  reports  of  the  Elxamining  Com- 
mittees and  also  by  many  business  men  of  Boston.  The  ideal 
location  for  such  a  branch  in  the  judgment  of  die  Trustees  would 
be  in  the  new  Boston  Giamber  of  Commerce  building  which 
is  soon  to  be  erected.  Such  a  branch  would  provide  the  business 
men  of  Boston  with  a  library  adapted  especially  to  their  needs 
in  the  heart  of  the  business  district  It  would  be  equipped  to 
supply  to  die  business  executive  every  sort  of  infonnation  which 
he  needs,  arranged  and  classified  for  immediate  use.  It  would 
be  excq>tionally  strong  in  the  fields  of  manufacture,  commerce, 
transportation,  finance,  insurance,  industrial  relations,  and  allied 
activitiet,  and  would  also  contain  general  reference  and  "first- 
aid**  collections  of  bodi  permanent  and  ephemeral  value.  The 
establishment  of  such  a  branch  is  in  the  judgment  of  the  Trustees 
the  next  and  most  imperative  forward  step  which  the  library 
should  take. 

MR.  LINDSAY  SWIFT. 

The  following  minute  regarding  Mr.  Lindsay  Swift  was 
adopted  by  the  Trustees  on  Friday,  October  14,  1921 : 

Lindsay  Swift,  an  enq>loyee  of  the  Public  Library  of  the  Gty  of  Bos- 
ton for  43  years,  3  months  and  1 5  days,  died  suddenly  in  Cambridge  on 
September  1 1,  1921.  Mr.  Swift  entered  the  service  of  the  Library  in 
the  Catalogue  Department  on  May  27,  1878.  On  February  7,  1896. 
he  became  Editor  of  Library  Publications,  which  position  he  held  at  the 
tioie  of  his  death.  Under  his  direction  and  through  his  fine  literary 
taste  and  judgment  die  publications  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  achieved 
an  enviable  position  in  the  library  world.  Always  a  gebdeman,  com- 
bining the  outlook  and  taste  of  a  scholar  with  a  keen  sense  of  humor,  sympa- 
diy  and  candor  outspoken,  he  endeared  himself  to  his  associates.  The 
Board  of  Trustees  gratefully  place  on  record  their  appreciation  of  his  long, 
faithful  and  effide&t  service. 
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PORTRAIT  OF  JOSIAH  H.  BENTON. 

For  twenty-three  years  Mr.  Benton  served  as  a  Trustee  of  the 
Library  during  nine  years  of  which  he  was  President  of  the 
Board.  His  interest  m  the  Library  and  his  estimate  of  the  value 
of  its  pulblic  service  was  made  plain  by  the  great  bequest  which 
he  made  to  it,  the  second  largest  gift  to  the  City  in  its  history. 
Ever  since  Mr.  Benton  died,  in  February,  1917,  the  Trustees 
have  desired  to  recognize  his  eminent  service  and  his  great 
by  placing  on  the  walls  of  the  Library  a  suitable  portrait  of 
The  Art  G>mmission  of  the  City  is  in  sympathy  with  this  desire. 
All  that  is  necessary  for  the  carrying  out  of  this  purpose  is  a 
suitable  appropriation. 

TABLE  OF  TRUST  FUNDS. 

A  detailed  statement  of  these  funds,  and  the  income  therefrom, 
is  contained  in  the  report  of  the  City  Auditor,  but  a  condensed 
statement  of  them  is  as  follows: 

RESTWCnONB  OF  CIFT. 

For  the  pvrchate  of  valuable  and  ran  edifin—  of 
die  writingt,  either  in  Terte  or  prote.  of  Amcncaa 
and  of  foreigii  audion.  **lo  be  knowD  at  the  Long- 
fellow Memorial  CoUectum.** 

To  buy  **bookt  of  pennaiieDt  value.** 

Purchaie  of  books. 

For  the  purchase  of  books. 

For  **the  purchase  of  books  of  permanent  Talue  and 
aolfaority  in  mathematics  and  aslronomj.**  to  be 
added  to  die  Bowditch  Collection. 

Unrestricted. 

Unrestricted. 

For  the  purchase  of  books  for  die  use  of  the  jronaf. 
Available  only  in  years  when  die  City  appropriates 
for  the  maintenance  of  die  Library  at  least  3%  of 
the  amount  available  for  department  expenses  from 
taxes  and  income  in  said  City. 

For  the  purchase  of  books. 

For  the  purchase  of  books  upon  landscape  gardening. 

For  the  purchase  of  books  and  for  binding  for  the 
Abram  E.  Cutter  Collection. 

For  die  purchase  of  books  of  ""permanent  vahie  and 
authority.** 

Carried  forward     $345,497.55 


FUND. 

Arte 

.        • 

AMOUNT. 

$  10.000.00 

Bates 
Bigebw 
BillingB  • 
Bowdilch 

•        • 

50.000.00 

1.000.00 

100.000.00 

10.000.00 

Bradlee . 

Center    •        •        • 

""Childfen's**  (under 
Benton  Will)      . 

1.000.00 
39,543.14 

100.000.00 

Clement. 
Codman 
Cutter     . 

•  • 

•  • 

2.000.00 
2.854.41 
4.100.00 

"Elizabedi**   (aider 
Malchett  WiU)  . 

25.000.00 
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Broaght  forward 
Ford       .        . 
FnuDklm  Club 


QMrlotle  Harrit 

Tboinas  B.  Harrit 
Hyde     .        . 
Kjiapp  .  • 
Aiwolt  Lawrmce 
cAWaia  JLawrcDce 


$345,497.55 
6.000.00 
LOOOjOO 


2.000.00 
10.000.00 

1.000.00 

3.632.40 

10.000.00 

10.000.00 

500.00 


Lewis 

5.000.00 

Lorisg    • 

500JOO 

Mead      .         . 
O-RoUy          .         . 

2.500.00 
1.000.00 

Plaffipt.         .        . 

30.000.00 

BwOCt 

Pratt      . 

Schotteld        .         . 
SewaO    .        . 
Skimier  . 
Sovih   BOflDII  • 
Tidnor.         .        , 

5.000.00 

500.00 

61.800.00 

25.000.00 

51.732.14 

100.00 

4.000.00 

Todd      .        . 

50.000.00 

TowBtead 
Tittadw«II 
Taftt      .        . 
1  wc&tidii  Ke^nieiit 

4.000.00 
13.967.69 
10.131.77 

5.000.00 

Walei 

Alice  L.*WIiitiie7  . 

5,000.00 
5.000.00 

Jama  L.  Wlutney  , 
Wiboa   .        . 

5.880.62 
1.000.00 

ToUl      .        < 

.    $676,762.17 

Unrestricted. 

Books  of  pemaneiit  Valiic,  preferably  books  on 
government  and  political  economy. 

Books  relating  to  American  YoMfprj. 

Books  for  CharlestoWB  Branch,  publisbed  before 
1650. 

F6r  benefit  of  die  OiarlestoWB  Branck. 

Unrestricted. 

For  jbe  purchase  of  books. 

Books  having  a  permanent  value. 

**To  hold  and  apply  the  income  and  so  much  of  the 
principal  as  they  [the  Trustees]  may  choos^  to  the 
purchase  of  special  books  of  reference  to  be  kept 
and  used  only  at  the  Charlcsto%ini  Branch  of  said 
Public  Libraiy.** 

For  die  purchase  of  old  and  rare  books  to  be  added 
to  die  John  A.  Le%ris  library. 

Memorial  Fund,  from  the  income  of  which  books 
are  to  be  bought  for  die  West  End  Branch. 

Unrestricted. 

From  die  Papyrus  Club  for  the  purchase  of  books 
as  a  memorial  of  John  Boyle  O'Reilly. 

*'To  die  maintenance  of  a  free  public  fibrary.** 
''Purchase  of  books.** 

''Books  of  pennaaent  value  for  die  Bates  HaH.** 

For  the  benefit  of  the  Dorchester  Branch. 

To  be  used  for  books  of  permanent  value. 

For  the  purchase  of  books. 

Unrestricted. 

For  benefit  of  die  South  Boston  Branch. 

Books  in  Spanish  and  Portuguese,  five  years  old  in 
edition. 


The  income  to  be  expended  annually  for  current 
newspapers  of  diis  and  other  countries. 

Books  five  yean  old  in  some  one  edition. 

Unrestricted. 

For  the  benefit  of  the  Charlestown  Branch. 

"For  the  purchase  of  books  of  a  military  and  pa- 
triotic character,  to  be  placed  in  the  alcove  appro- 
prialed  as  a  Memorial  of  the  Twentieth  Regiment** 

For  the  purchase  of  books. 

For  the  benefit  of  sick  and  needy  employees  and 
die  purchase  of  books. 

For  books  and  manuscripts. 

For  the  purchase  of , books. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  EXAMINING  COMMITTEE. 

The  Trustees  desire  to  cail  special  attention  to  the  report  of 
the  Examining  Committee  which  is  ai^>ended  hereto  and  included 
as  a  part  of  this  report  The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
was  chairman  of  the  Committee,  and  in  conmion  with  the  rest  of 
the  Trustees  was  greatly  impressed  by  the  interest  which  was 
shown  and  by  the  painstaking  service. which  was  rendered  by  die 
members  of  the  Examining  Committee.  It  is  hoped  that  citizens 
generally  will  read  this  report.  They  will  note  many  recom- 
mendations and  suggestions,  with  most  of  which  the  Trustees 
and  the  Librarian  find  themselves  in  hearty  S3rmpathy,  the  carry- 
ing out  of  which  however  would  necessarily  require  a  much  larger 
appropriation  than  can  at  present  be  hoped  for. 

Those  who  were  appointed  and  who  have  served  as  members 

of  the  Examining  Committee  for  the  fiscal  year  are  as  follows : 

Mr.  Henry  Abrahams.  Hubert  F.  Holland.  M.D. 

Miss  Esther  G.  Barrows.  Mr.  William  V.  Kellen. 

Mr.  Jeremiah  E.  Burke.  Mr.  William  A.  Leahy. 

Mr.  John  J,  Dailey.  Mrs.  Helra  F.  Lougee. 

Mrs.  William  H.  Devine.  Mr.  Joseph  B.  Maccabe. 

Mr.  William  H.  Downes.  Mr.  Francis  A.  Morse. 

Mr.  James  E.  Downey.  Mrs.  Everett  Morss. 

Mr.  Waller  F.  Downey.  Rev.  Charles  E.  Park,  D.D. 

Mrs.  David  A.  ElKs.  Mr.  Cornelius  A.  Parker. 

Rev.  Harold  L.  Hanson.  Rev.  W.  Dewees  Roberts. 

Mrs.  Charles  F.  Hill.  Prof.  Frank  Vogel. 

Mr.  Robert  F.  Waul. 

CONCLUSION. 

Tlie  Trustees  cannot  close,  this  report  without  calling  attention 
to  the  loyal  and  efficient  service  of  the  Librarian,  Assistant  Li- 
brarian and  members  of  the  staff  during  the  past  year.  When  it 
is  borne  in  mind  that  there  has  been  a  large  increase  in  the  amount 
of  service  in  all  departments  of  the  system  and  that  the  home 
circulation  of  books  has  been  over  223,000  in  excess  of  the  pre- 
vious year,  it  will  be  readily  understood  what  this  has  meant  in 
the  way  of  increased  labor  for  a  staff  which  has  received  but 
few  additions  to  its  number  during  the  year.  There  is  a  limit 
to  the  number  of  books  which  can  be  made  available  for  the  use 
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of  the  public  without  increasing  the  personnel  of  the  Library  staff. 
The  Trustees  desire  to  call  the  dioughthil  attention  of  Your 
Honor  and  through  you,  the  citizens  of  the  city,  to  the  fact  that 
generous  appropriations  for  the  purchase  of  new  books  must  from 
now  on  carry  with  them  sufficient  money  for  die  necessary  in- 
crease in  the  staff  if  diese  books  are  to  be  made  available  for 
public  use. 

Alexander  Mann, 
Samuel  Carr, 
Arthur  T.  Connolly, 
Louis  E.  Kirstein, 
N4iCHAEL  J.  Murray. 
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BALANlcfe  3HEEt,  RECEIPTS  AND     " 
Dr. 

Central  Library  AND  Branches: 
To  ezpeiidiluret  for 

Per^Miieiit    employees    (exclusive    of  ^  Printina    aixl '  **  •    * 

Bindery  Departments)   ......  $354,894.79 

Temporary  employees 94,859.88 

$449754A7 

Service  odier  than  personal: . 

Postage .        .  $  1.7%.87 

Advertising        ./.'..        /,      .                .  13.00 

Transportation  of  persons  .■        .    ,    .«      .  229.99 

Cartage  and  freight  .                 •    '    «,       .  12,099.13 

Li|^t  and  power                       .    .  * , '       .                .  II  ,633.09 

Rent  taxes,  and  water  14,968.46 

Premium  on  surety  bond 5J0O 

Communication 1,255j82 

Cleaning,  towels,  etc 922.56 

Removal  of  snow 308.40 

Examinations 115.50 

Expert  and  architect 756.68 

Fees 7.00 

Extermination  of  insects 2.00 

Boiler  inspection .  41.00 

Genera]  plant  repairs 24,928.59 

69.0a3.09 

To  expenditures  for  equipment: 

Furniture $    3.753.68 

Office 609.91 

Books: 

City  appropriation  ....        $92,509.10 

Trust  Funds  Income  .  17,719.75 

110,228.85 

Newspapers  (from  Todd  Fund  Income)  .                 •  2,000.00 

Newspapers  (from  Center  Fund  Income)  .  444.13 

Periodicals 8,69722 

Tools  and  instruments 507.62 

General  plant  equipment 640.44 

126,881  M 

To  expenditures  for  supplies: 

Office $  3,151.40 

Ice 440.91 

Fuel. 25,394.75 

Forage  and  animals .  10.00 

Medical 16.14 

Laundry,  cleaning  and  toilet 991.71 

Agricultural                 268.72 

Chemicals  and  disinfectants 68.60 

General   plant 1,649.51 

31.991.74 

Carried  forward   .,,,,.,  $677,71135 
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EXPENSES.  JANUARY  31.  1922. 


By  Gmr  Appropmation  1921-1922        ... 

Special  approprialioii  (Jetfriet  Point  Reacliiig  Room) 
laoome  from  Trust  Fundi    . 

Income  from  James  L.  WKilnoy  Bibliographic  Account  . 
Interest  on  <lepoiit  in  London 

hr  BALANCES  BROUGHT  FORWAKO  FROM  FEBRUARY  I,  1921  : 

Trust  Fmds  Income,  Cihr  Treasury      .... 
Tmst  Funds  Income  on  deposit  in  London 
Gty  appropriation  on  deposit  in  London  . 

James  L.  Wlnlney  Bibliographic  Account 


$747J20j0a 

4.000.00 

23,531.66 

700.00 

37239 


$52,201.68 
3.747.12 
6.226.52 
3,160.61 


Cr. 


$775,724.05 


65.335.93 


Carried  formerd 


$841,059.98 
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BALANCE  SHEET.  RECEIPTS  AND 
Dr. 

Brought  forward $67771135 

To  ezpendiluret  for  malenAl: 

Bmlding $          532 

Eleclrical 1.457.41 

General  plant 2,689.01 

4.151,74 

Special  Item: 

To  ezpencBtures  from  Alice  L.  Whitney  Fund  .  $297.00 

Binding  Department: 

To  ezpenditnret  for  talaries  .                                   •  $54,537^ 

Slock 3.762.46 

Equipment 329j88 

Contract  work 14.75 

Cleaning 32238 

Repairs 124.67 

Supplies        • 131.60 

Printing  Department:  *^ 

To  e3q>endilttre»  for  salaries $1 2.227 j80 

Slock 1.623.80 

Equipment 48039 

Gas 11.57 

Contract  work 277.14 

Cleaning 32238 

Repairs 67.62 

Sniall  supplies 145.49 

Jeffries  Point  Reading  Room:  15,156.19 

To  expenditures  for  salaries $742.16 

Service  other  than  penonal 507.17 

Equipment 76834 

General  supplies 164.89 

To  AMOUNT  paid  INTO  ClTY  TREASURY:  Altt^OO 

From  fines  .........  $12,073.92 

Sales  of  catalogues,  bulletins  and  lists    ....  56.19 

Commission  on  telephone  stations 465.17 

Sale  of  waste  paper 153.22 

Payments  received  for  lost  books 648.45 

Interest  on  bank  deposits       ......  55.68 

To  BALANCE.  JANUARY  31.  1922:  13.452.63 

Trust  Funds  Income  on  deposit  in  London    .  $15,912.22 

City  appropriation  on  deposit  in  London  539236 

Trust  Funds  Income  balance.  City  Treasury          .$  43,10736 

James  L.  Whitney  Bibliographic  Account  3.860.61 

68,27235 

Balance  uneipended: 

General  approprialion  .......  12,227.93 

Special  appropriation  (Jeffries  Point  Reading  Room)  1317.44 

$854,512.61 
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Broaghi  forward 


By  receipts: 
rrom   oiies   .        •        •        •        • 
S«let  of  catalogues,  bulleliiit  and  litli 
Commituon  on  telephone  ttationi  . 
Sale  of  watte  paper 
PaymenlB  received  for  lost  books  . 
Interest  on  bank  deposits 


$12,073.92 

56.19 

465.17 

\532Z 

648.45 

55.68 


Cr. 

$841,059.98 


13.452.63 


$854,512.61 


REPORT  OF  THE  EXAMINING  COMMITTEE. 

1921-1922. 

To  THE  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  the 
City  of  Boston. 

Gentlemen: 

Your  Examining  Committee  takes  pleasure  in  submitting  the 
following  report,  which  is  compiled  from  the  reports  of  a  num- 
ber of  sub-committees.  These  sub-committees  have  been  as 
thorough  and  as  faithful  as  possible  in  their  investigaticms,  and 
desire,  in  the  first  place  to  make  grateful  mention  of  the  cordial 
assistance  they  have  invariably  received  from  attendants  and 
officials  in  the  Central  Library,  the  branches  and  the  reading 
rooms. 

FINANCE  AND  ADMINISTRATION. 

Our  first  suggestion  relates  to  the  fimctions  of  the  Examining 
Committee  itself.  It  seems  to  us  that  the  Committee  might  dis- 
charge its  duties  with  more  satisfaction  to  its  members  and  at 
the  same  time  be  of  greater  value  to  the  Library  if  it  were  ap- 
pointed in  the  Spring  and  permitted  to  serve  throughout  the 
remainder  of  the  year.  We  suggest,  also,  as  a  means  of  giving 
continuity  to  the  work  of  successive  Committees,  that,  after  the 
members  of  each  new  Committee  have  had  an  opportunity  to 
make  themselves  familiar  with  earlier  reports,  the  Trustees  meet 
them  in  conference  and  review  with  them  the  reasons  for  action 
or  inaction  on  the  principal  recommendations  of  the  previous 
year.  While  we  realize  that  these  recommendations  have  no 
binding  force,  we  assume  that  the  Trustees  would  be  glad  to 
discuss  the  problems  of  the  Library  with  a  body  of  citizens  of 
their  own  selection. 
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We  have  observed  with  some  apprehension  the  inadequacy  of 
die  Central  Library  building  and  many  of  the  quarters  provided 
for  the  branches  and  reading  rooms.  In  the  Coitral  Library  the 
Newspaper  and  Periodical  Rooms  are  at  times  uncomfortably 
crowded.  There  is  already  evidence  of  pressure  on  the  Informa- 
tion Bureau,  the  Document  Service  Room  and  die  new  Open 
Shelf.  Room.  On  the  second  floor  the  Children's  RocMn  is  un- 
equal to  the  demands  made  upon  it  in  busy  hours.  The  book 
stacks,  even  with  the  relief  afforded  by  the  annex,  will  not  pro- 
vide for  the  probable  accessions  of  more  than  a  very  limited 
period.  The  catalogue  space  in  Bates  Hall  is  almost  exhausted 
The  Statistical  Department  is  hidden  away  in  cramped  and  some- 
what inaccessible  quarters  and  the  Industrial  Arts  Collection  is 
housed  on  the  top  floor  with  the  Fine  Arts  Collection  and  made 
subsidiary  to  it,  although  of  an  essentially  different  character. 
The  Lecture  Hall,  unattractive,  badly  ventilated  and  poorly 
equipped,  is  inferior  to  the  halls  in  many  hif^  schools  and  muni- 
cipal buildings. 

All  of  these  are  growing  departments  or  features  of  the  Li- 
brary and  the  future  is  likely  to  see  much  greater  congestion 
in  all  of  them,  to  say  nothing  of  die  creation  of  new  departments. 
In  some  of  the  rooms,  no  doubt,  space  may  be  gained  by  a  re- 
arrangement of  the  material  or  the  fumidiings.  But  it  seems  to 
us  that  it  is  not  too  early  to  begin  considering  plans  for  the  new 
Library  building  that  must  inevitably  be  erected  in  a  few  years. 
Such  a  building  ought,  if  possible,  to  be  adjacent  to  the  present 
structure  and  connected  with  it.  It  is  conceivable  that  the  present 
edifice  might  be  reserved  for  the  special  collections  in  the  fields 
of  music,  art,  and  general  scholarship,  as  well  as  for  the  Patent, 
Statistical  and  Industrial  Arts  Departments,  and  mi^^t  serve  as 
a  storehouse  for  much  valuable  but  inert  material.  Special  ex- 
hibitions might  also  be  given  here  on  a  larger  scale  than  the  present 
facilities  permit.  In  a  word,  the  whole  interior  of  this  beaudful 
structure  might  be  set  aside  for  serious  research  in  an  atmosphere 
of  artisdc  distinction.  If  this  should  be  thought  desirable,  the 
new  building  might  contain  the  collections  which  are  of  more 
general  service  and  those  departments  that  are  frequented  by 
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the  general  public.  A  larger  and  finer  lecture  hall  might  also 
be  included  in  the  plans. 

As  the  new  Central  Building  ought  naturally  to  embody  the 
results  of  experience  in  a  suitable  type  of  structure,  so  we  believe 
that  the  outlines  of  a  model  branch  library  should  by  this  time 
have  taken  radier  definite  shape  as  evidenced  by  the  new  building 
in  West  Roxbury,  and  that  architects  commissioned  to  design 
such  buildings  should  be  required  to  conform  to  the  necessities  of 
the  Library  service,  instead  of  being  left  free  to  follow  their 
personal  inspirations.  In  particular,  we  believe  that  one  of  the 
great  problems  of  the  entire  system, — the  difficulty  of  attracting 
adult  readers  and  especially  men, — will  find  its  solution  in  die 
separation  of  adults  and  children  in  the  branches.  Where  this 
separation  is  practised^  as  in  the  South  End  Branch,  we  observe  a 
marked  increase  in  adult  patronage,  a  reduced  percentage  of 
works  of  fiction  among  the  withdrawals  for  home  use,  accom- 
panied by  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  proporti<m  of  solid 
reading  matter,  and,  incidentally,  improved  order  among  die 
younger  patrons.  As  some  seven-eights  of  the  circulation  origi- 
nates in  the  branches  and  reading  rooms,  it  is  clear  that  the  ques- 
tion of  a  satisfactory  model  for  the  branch  buildings  is  one  of 
primary  importance.  Pending  the  gradual  embodiment  in  con- 
crete form  of  these  ideal  arrangements,  we  recommend  as  com- 
plete a  separation  of  adults  and  children  as  die  existing  conditions 
will  allow. 

On  the  subject  of  circulation  we  observe  that  the  number  of 
cards  discontinued  appears  to  be  excessive.  While  there  is  a 
somewhat  larger  number  of  renewals  and  new  applications  and 
a  small  net  annual  gain,  the  loss  of  some  20,000  card-holders 
every  year  merits  careful  study.  The  published  figures  show 
that  only  about  one  in  eight  of  our  population  holds  a  Library 
card,  and  diat  each  carfl-holder  on  an  average  takes  out  two 
books  a  month.  We  suggest  that  a  reminder  sent  by  mail  shortly 
before  die  expiration  of  each  person's  privilege  might  result  in 
retaining  many  of  the  lapsing  card-holders.  Other  information 
of  value  to  patrons  of  the  Library  might  be  enclosed  One  sees 
many  possibilities  in  a  personal  communication  which  every  card- 
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holder  would  receive  in  alternate  years.  Its  cost  wouM  be 
almost  nominal  and  the  benefits  could  easily  be  determined  after 
a  year  or  two  of  experiment 

We  note  that*  as  Library  service  becomes  more  and  more 
complex  and  the  profession  develops  higher  standards,  the  strain 
upon  the  employees  is  increased.  The  routine  duties  are  more 
exacting,  while  at  the  same  time  there  is  a  greater  demand  from 
the  public  for  individual  attention.  The  result  is  a  perceptible 
degree  of  nervous  tension  among  both  the  branch  workers  and 
diose  at  the  Central  Library.  A  large  percentage  of  all  the 
employees  combine  day  and  evening  work  and  in  the  branches 
and  reading  rooms  evening  work  is  required.  When  it  is  con- 
sidered that  the  maximum  salary  of  a  branch  librarian  is  only 
about  $1 ,600  a  year  and  that  of  an  elementary  school  teacher  is 
$2,000,  with  a  great  disparity  in  the  hours  of  service  and  in  the 
period  allowed  for  recuperation,  it  is  clear  that  many  of  these 
devoted  wcnnen  must  find  their  reward  in  the  satisfaction  of  the 
work  itself  and  not  in  the  pay,  which  is  less  than  moderate.  It 
seems  to  us  tfiat  a  more  liberal  scale  of  compensation  to  those 
employees  who  are  charged  with  heavy  responsibilities,  acccMi^ 
panied  by  a  readjustment  of  their  hours  of  service  and  the  adoption 
of  measures  designed  to  relax  the  nervous  pressure  upon  diem, 
must  figure  in  any  far-sighted  plans  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Library  syston. 

We  endorse,  therefore,  the  efforts  of  the  Trustees  and  the 
Librarian  to  obtain  from  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council  ap- 
propriations large  enough  to  provide  not  only  for  the  necessary 
iq>keep  and  extension  of  the  plant  and  the  purchase  of  books  in 
sufficient  quantity,  but  for  the  efficient  ccmduct  of  this  great  in- 
stitution with  due  regard  to  the  health  and  welfare  of  its  faithful 
employees. 

We  renew  die  recommendations  of  previous  committees  in 
favor  of  the  proposed  Business  Men*s  Branch  and  urge  that  the 
attention  of  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council  be  particularly 
drawn  to  the  advantages  of  this  promising  feature. 

As  a  result  of  our  necessarily  brief  investigations,  the  impres- 
sion which  we  retain  is  one  of  constant  growth  and  expanding 
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usefulness  in  the  Library  system.  This  growth  is  not  merely 
quantftative  but  intensive.  It  is  not  to  be  measured  by  the  iii' 
crease  in  the  number  of  volumes  or  in  the  totals  of  the  annual 
budget.  It  is  a  matter  of  scope,  not  bulk,  of  adaptation  and 
variety  rather  than  mechanical  accretion.  The  present  organiza^ 
tion  of  the  Library,  as  compared  with  that  of  twenty  years  ago, 
reveals  a  steady  movement  forward  through  a  process  of  di^ 
ferentiation,  manifesting  itself  in  die  development  of  more  and 
more  special  departments,  as  fredi  opportunities  for  service  have 
disclosed  themselves.  The  duties  of  the  modem  librarian  are 
no  longer  confined  to  the  conservation,  orderly  arrangem^it  and 
delivery  of  books.  The  librarian  of  to-day  is  expected  to  teach 
the  use  of  his  treasures,  to  inspire  a  love  for  them  and  to  guide 
ajpplicants  toward  a  discriminating  selection.  He  provides  ex- 
hibitions and  lectures,  cooperates  actively  with  all  the  educational 
forces  of  the  community,  and  searches  out  methods  of  satisfying 
its  various  intellectual  needs. 

This,  we  believe,  is  the  conception  which  animates  the  present 
authorities  of  the  Public  Library.  The  results  of  their  policy 
seem  to  us  on  the  whole  richly  beneficial  to  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
top.  To  specify  the  many  evidences  of  progress  that  we  have 
noted  would  be  to  extend  our  report  beyond  its  reasonable  limits 
and  to  repeat  what  has  been  well  expressed  in  the  reports  of 
recent  committees.  We  must  content  ourselves  with  affirming 
our  belief  that  the  Library,  while  not  free  bom  defects,  is  now 
under  vigilant,  mtelligent  control  and  is  achieving  practical  re- 
sults that  are  worthy  of  its  best  traditions. 

BOOKS  AND  CATALOGUES. 

The  Committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  Library  employees 
should  receive  an  increase  in  remuneration.  Salaries  are  not 
commensurate  with  the  exacting  labor,  intelligence  and  responsi- 
bility demanded  of  these  faithful  public  servants.  They  should 
receive  pay  equal  to  that  granted  to  those  holding  similar  posi- 
tions in  the  public  libraries  of  the  larger  cities  of  the  United 
States. 

The  library  assistants  are  not  only  underpaid,  but  they  are 
also  overworked.     The  greatly  increased  number  of  volumes 
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and  the  rapidly  growing  circulation  of  books  make  necessary  a 
larger  force  of  employees.  For  example,  the  Information  OfBce 
and  the  Open  Shelf  Room  ^ould  have  each  an  extra  assistant 
The  impaired  health  of  several  highly  efficient  assistants,  due 
to  ovenvork,  ought  to  be  a  convincing  argument  for  a  substantial 
addition  to  the  present  staff  of  workers. 

The  enlarged  appropriation  for  books  granted  the  past  year 
made  possible  the  supplying  of  certain  defi<iiencies  in  the  collec- 
tions both  at  the  Central  Library  and  the  branches.  Books  for 
children  and  new  Americans,  technical  and  general  reference 
works  have  been  added  in  large  numbers.  The  increased 
patronage  of  the  libraries  indicates  that  these  additions  have  been 
greatly  appreciated.  To  insure  a  well  rounded  collection  of 
books  both  at  Copley  Square  and  the  branches  an  appropriatioh 
equal  to  that  of  last  year  should  be  granted.  The  Committee 
suggests  that  a  large  and  representative  committee  be  appointed 
for  die  more  systematic  selection  of  books.  An  effort  should  be 
made  to  secure  from  public  spirited  citizens  gifts  of  rare  and 
costly  volumes. 

The  book-carrier  system  in  the  Central  Library  needs  reno- 
vation in  order  that  books  may  be  more  expeditiously  handled. 
Delays  in  the  transmission  of  volumes,  due  to  defects  in  the 
carrier  system,  are  anno3ring  both  to  the  employees  and  patrons. 
The  lighting  arrangements  for  the  card  catalogues  in  the  Central 
Library  should  be  improved.  While  the  lighting  standards  are 
well  placed,  the  lights  are  so  dim  that  it  is  difficult  to  read  the 
cards  in  the  lower  drawers  of  the  catalogue  cases*  The  stand- 
ards at  the  reading  tables  should  be  lowered  a  few  inches  so 
that  more  light  will  be  projected  on  the  books  and  less  in  the 
eyes  of  the  readers.  Improvement  in  the  ventilation  of  Bates 
Hall  is  needed. 

SPEOAL  LIBRARIES. 

The  departments  of  the  Library  coming  under  this  bead  are 
the  Fine  Arts,  Music,  Technology,  Barton -TicknOr,  etc.,  on  the 
top  floor  of  the  Central  Library,  and  the  subjects  covered  by 
these  special  libraries  include  painting,  architecture,  sculpture, 
decoration,  illustration,  arts  and  crafts,  music,  the  various  tech- 
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nical  arts  applied  to  industrial  us^»  and  the  valuable  collections 
kept  in  the  Barton  "Ticknor  Room,  notably  those  consisting  of 
Shakespeariana,  Americana,  Prayer-books,  Extra-illustrated 
books,  maps,  etc. 

Your  committee,  recognizing  die  growing  usefulness  of  the 
Technology  Collection  and  its  probable  future  importance  to 
students  and  specialists,  recommends  that  it  be  made  a  distinct 
Special  Library,  and  set  otf  from  the  Fine  Arts  Department,  of 
which  it  is  now  a  part 

Your  committee  reiterates  the  recommendation  made  by  last 
year's  sub-committee  on  Fine  Arts  and  Music,  to  the  etfect  that 
the  lamps  in  the  Fine  Arts  Exhibition  Room  should  be  placed 
higher,  and  provided  with  diades  and  reflectors,  so  that  the  lig^t 
shall  be  thrown  more  effectively  on  the  exhibits  and  not  in  die 
eyes  of  the  visitors  as  at  present. 

The  circulation  of  pictures  from  the  Central  Library  and 
branches  is  of  demonstrated  usefulness,  and  should  be  further 
developed  and  extended  in  connection  with  the  educational  ac- 
tivities of  the  Library.  Especially  do  we  emphasize  the  obvious 
advantage  of  placing  before  school  children  of  all  ages  good 
reproductions  of  the  masterpieces  of  architecture,  sculpture  and 
painting. 

PRINTING  AND  BINDING. 

Your  Committee  learned  from  the  Chief  of  the  Binding  De- 
partment that  when  a  book  is  sent  to  his  department  by  some 
branch  library  or  reading  room  to  be  repaired,  approximately  six 
weeks  elapses  before  the  book  is  return^  to  that  library  or  read- 
ing room.  This  may  be  explained  by  stating  that  the  work  in 
the  Binding  Department  has  increased  thirty-five  per  cent  during 
the  past  year.  Notwithstanding,  there  are  fewer  employees  in 
the  department  to-day  than  there  were  twelve  years  ago.  If 
proper  service  is  to  be  maintained,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
an  adequate  number  of  employees  be  provided. 

The  equipment  and  machinery  seem  to  be  in  very  good  con- 
dition to  accomplish  the  work  required  in  both  departments. 
However,  we  believe,  and  respectfully  recommend  to  the 
Trustees,  that  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  be  allowed  for  the  pur- 
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chase  of  new  fonts  of  type,  now  very  much  needed  in  die 
Printing  Department,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  cataloguing  of 
books  in  demand  by  die  foreign-bom  population.  This  would 
assist  materially  in  Americanization  work. 

Your  Committee  agrees  with  the  Examining  Committee  of 
1920-1921  that  these  two  departments  should  be  maintained 
under  the  roof  of  die  Library  iKiilding. 

BRANCHES  AND  READING  ROOMS. 

From  a  number  of  careful  and  exhaustive  reports  die  follow- 
ing digest  is  submitted : 

In  almost  all  the  branches  and  reading  rooms  the  attendants 
are  gready  overworked  and  need  more  assistants. 

The  universal  demand  is  for  more  books.  .  Children's  books 
are  especially  needed  in  Andrew  Square,  Tyler  Street,  South 
Boston,  City  Point,  Roxbury  Crossing,  West  End,  and  North 
End;  while  more  books  in  foreign  languages  and  Americaniza- 
tion work  are  especially  needed  at  Andrew  Square,  Tyler  Street, 
South  Boston  and  Hyde  ParL 

Attention  should  be  paid  to  conditicms  of  li^t  and  ventilation 
at  Andrew  Square,  City  Point,  East  Boston,  Jamaica  Plain, 
Warren  Street,  Mattapan,  Mt.  Bowdoin,  Dorchester,  West  Ejid. 

New  equipment  of  various  kmds  is  much  needed  in  the 
branches.  More  especially,  floor  covering  to  insure  quiet  at 
Boylston  Station,  Dorchester  Lower  Mills,  Mattapan,  Mt 
Bowdoin;  a  filing  cabinet  at  Andrew  Square,  and  Codman 
Square;  a  card  catalogue  at  Boylston  Station;  tables  at  South 
Boston,  Neponset,  Codman  Square  and  West  Elnd ;  more  shelf- 
r(K»n  at  Parker  Hill  and  Neponset;  chairs  at  Roxbury  Crossing, 
and  West  End;  lockers  at  Warren  Street;  a  clock  at  Parker 
Hill;  some  glass  doors  at  Allston;  and  curtains  at  Roxbury 
Crossing. 

Cleaning  and  minor  repairs  are  needed  at  West  Elnd,  City 
Point,  Charleslown,  Jamaica  Plain,  Parker  Hill,  and  Mattapan. 
The  doorway  at  the  Brighton  Branch  could  be  remodelled  to 
secure  far  greater  comfort 

At  some  of  the  branches  the  present  quarters  are  crowded 
and  hopelessly  inadequate  and  should  be  eidier  enlarged,  as  is 
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quite  passible  in  cases,  or  wholly  new  quarters  secured.  This 
Comment  applies  especially  to  Dorche^er,  Parker  Hill,  Mt 
Pleasant,  Field's  Comer,  Warren  Street,  Boylston  Street,  Orient 
Heights,  AUston,  Roslindale,  Roxbury  Crossing,  Mt.  Bowdoin 
and  Mattapan. 

Your  Committee  suggests  that  the  reading  rooms  at  Faneuil 
and  Mt.  Bowdoin  might  well  be  changed  iiito  branches. 

Police  attendance  is  needed  at  Jamaica  Plain,  Warren  Street, 
and  Parker  Hill. 

It  is  suggested,  in  general,  that  lft)rarians  be  encouraged  to 
otgs^nize  Clean  Hands  Clubs  among  children.  Such  clubs  have 
had  beneficial  effect  where  they  now  exist ;  also  that  through  co- 
operation  \yith  principals  and  teachers  in  Public  Schools,  it  may 
be  possible  to  lessen  the  theft  and  mutilation  of  books,  which  at 
present  is  a  matter  demanding  attention;  also  in  the  interest  of 
better  home  habits,  the  Trustees  consider  the  advisability  of 
adopting  earlier  hours  of  closing  for  the  younger  children  in 
certain  of  the  branches  and  reading  rooms. 

.The  Library  carries  a  quantity  of  duplicate  titles  no  longer 
in  demand.  Is  it  possible  to  offer  such  books  for  sale  to  the  pub- 
lic of  Boston?  Also»  there  are  thousands  of  juvenile  books  m 
private  hpuses  which  have  outlived  their  usefulness,  but  which 
might  be  most  acceptable  additions  to  the  Library.  Is  it  possible 
to  invite  from  the  public  the  donation  of  such  books,  reserving, 
of  course,  the  right  to  reject  anything  unsuited  to  Ae  Library^s 
needs  ?  It  is  suggested  that  local  committees  might  incidentally 
serve  this  purpose,  and  at  the  same  time  give  needed  encourage- 
ment and  support  in  the  solution  of  their  various  problems  to  the 
local  libraries.  Such  a  committee  is  already  functioning  ad- 
mirably in  West  Roxbury,  and  has  set  an  example  which  m 
our  judgment  is  worthy  of  emulation. 

CHILDREN'S   DEPARTMENT   AND   WORK   WITH   SCHCXX-S. 

The  Committee  recommends  that  there  be  appointed  an  Edu- 
cational Director  who  should  act  as  a  supervisor  of  the  younger 
library  assistants.  It  would  be  the  function  of  this  Director  to 
organize  and  supervise  an  adequate  system  of  educational  guid- 
ance, by  means  of  which  service  in  the  Public  Library  should 
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become  an  educational  Of^>ortunity  for  the  junior  members  of  the 
force.  It  is  hoped,  thereby,  that  their  ambition  would  be  stimu* 
lated  for  advancement,  not  only  in  library  work,  but  also  in  a 
broader  life  work  of  service  outside. 

The  Committee  calls  attention  to  the  need  of  trained  libra- 
rians in  the  Children's  Department.  Still  more  urgent  is  the 
Deed  of  a  high  morale  among  the  employees  of  the  Library  —  a 
morale  that  can  be  attained  only  through  increased  remuneration 
for  the  amount  of  work  required.  The  morale  of  the  force  is 
of  vital  importance.  More  important  than  increased  number  of 
books  or  employees  with  new  duties,  is  the  personal  influence  of 
those  who  come  in  contact  with  the  children  of  the  schools.  The 
loyalty  of  the  existing  corps  is  commended  in  the  highest  terms, 
yet  the  present  maximum  of  compensaticMi  cannot  fail,  as  time 
goes  on,  to  lower  the  general  efficiency  of  the  entire  working 
force. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  books  has  been  gready  appre- 
ciated, as  is  indicated  by  their  use.  Further  increase  in  tfie  num^ 
ber  of  books  will,  however,  demand  a  larger  number  of  trained 
children's  librarians. 

The  existing  condition  with  reference  to  the  mutilation  and 
loft  of  books  is  most  discouraging,  and  demands  earnest  study 
and  cooperation  on  the  part  of  the  schools.  The  Committee  sug- 
gests that  this  matter  be  taken  up  with  the  Superintendent  of 
Schools  and  with  the  Principals  Association  in  order  that  some 
method  may  be  devised  by  which  this  deplorable  condition  may 
be  remedied. 

The  C(»iunittee  further  recommends  that  there  be  properly 
organized  visits  of  classes  in  the  schools  to  the  Public  Library 
with  a  view  to  broadening  the  knowledge  of  the  children  in  re- 
gard to  the  opportunities  die  Library  affords. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  conclusion,  the  Committee  as  a  whole  wishes  to  endorse 
and  emphasize  the  appeal  for  better  pay  for  the  Library  staff 
made  by  several  of  its  subcommittees.  We  appreciate  the  re- 
luctance of  the  Trustees  to  add  to  the  burdens  of  the  ta3q>ayers 
and  the  difficulty  of  securing  increased  appropriations;  but  the 
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present  scale  of  pay,  when  compared  with  that  which  prevails  m 
other  cities,  affords  reasonable  ground  for  dissatisfaction  and 
admittedly  tends  to  deter  the  best  material  from  entering  the 
service.  Nothing,  in  our  opinion,  would  do  so  much  to  encourage 
the  present  staff  and  to  ensure  a  future  supply  of  desirable  appli- 
cants for  positions  as  an  earnest  plea,  fortified  by  convincing 
tables  of  comparison,  addressed  to  the  Mayor  and  the  City 
Council  in  behalf  of  what  seems  to  us  a  just  measure  of  return 
to  the  Library  workers. 

Adopted  as  the  Report  of  the  Examining  Committee,  Febru- 
ary 1.  1922. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 

To  the  Board  of  Trustees: 

I  respectfully  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  January 
31.  1922. 

SERVICE. 

The  Elxamining  Committee  of  the  Library  and  the  Libra* 
rian  have  called  to  the  attention  of  the  Trustees  the  need  of  more 
assistants  in  certain  departments  of  the  Central  Library  and  at 
many  of  the  branches  and  reading  rooms,  in  order  diat  ade- 
quate service  to  the  public  may  be  maintained.  The  growth 
of  work  throughout  the  system  during  the  past  three  years  has 
been  more  than  normal,  but  there  has  been  no  corre^x>nding 
increase  in  staff  personnel.  With  the  enlarged  book  appropria- 
tions of  the  last  few  years  and  the  resultant  handling  of  many 
thousand  more  books  than  in  the  years  previous,  with  a  notable 
bcrease  in  circulation  and  a  marked  growth  in  the  number  of 
Library  patrons  making  use  of  the  reference  and  other  non- 
circulating  collections,  the  strength  of  the  staff  has  been  taxed 
to  its  utmost  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  were  during  the  year 
several  cases  of  actual  breakdown  necessitating  leaves  of  ab- 
sence, and  other  cases  in  which  librarians  and  assistants  were 
clearly  overworked.  The  solution  is  to  be  found  only  in  the 
cmplojrment  of  a  larger  number  of  trained  assistants,  and  in  the 
filling  of  certain  vacancies  now  existing.  The  time  has  omie 
v^en  there  must  be  either  a  larger  appropriation  for  personal 
service  or  a  curtailment  m  work  and  in  hours  of  opening.  It  is 
unfortunate  that  this  need  should  be  concomitant  with  the  de- 
mand for  more  funds  to  pay  larger  and  deserved  salaries  to 
many  assistants  already  m  the  service  of  the  library.  Com- 
parison of  salaries  paid  in  other  libraries  which  are  comparable 
to  the  Boston  institution  clearly  shows  the  justness  of  the  coor 
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tentions  of  the  Librarian  and  the  Elxamining  Committees  for 
several  years  past,  urging  the  prc^riety  of  paying  the  library 
assistants  more  adequately  for  their  services. 

BOOKS  AND  MORE  BOOKS. 

The  opening  words  of  the  report  of  the  Librarian  for  last  year 

were  as  follows: 

The  need  for  more  books  throughout  the  Library  system  is  just  as 
pressing  as  it  was  last  year.  If  the  quantity  and  quality  of  its  collections 
are  to  be  even  reasokiably  met,  a  decided  increase  in  the  book  appropriatioo 
must  be  made.  Although  the  expenditure  of  an  unusual  amount  of  money 
was  made  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  children  during  the  past  year, 
the  children*s  rooms  in  many  branches  show  empty  shelves. 

The  application  of  these  words  is  equally  compelling  at  die 
opening  of  the  new  fiscal  year.  While  it  is  true  that  die  vol- 
umes on  the  shelves  of  the  Central  Library,  its  thirty-'One  branches 
and  reading  rooms,  and  its  three  hundred  and  twenty  deposit 
stations,  now  number  1 ,258,2  II ,  it  is  not  generally  realized  that 
only  about  one-half  of  this  total  constitutes  die  circulating  col* 
lection  of  books  of  the  Library,  the  volumes  in  popular  and 
more  or  less  constant  use.  Among  the  non-circulating  books 
are  to  be  numbered  the  many  unique  special  collections  of  the 
Library,  the  reference  collections  in  the  Central  building  and 
the  branches,  reserved  for  use  in  the  reading  rooms  of  the  system, 
the  vast  number  of  municipal,  state  and  federal  documents  and 
reports,  the  bound  files  of  newspapers  and  periodicals,  the  un- 
usual and  expensive  books,  and  die  many  volumes  in  foreign 
languages,  the  majority  of  which  are  represented  by  one  copy 
only.  Then  there  is  die  great  mass  of  out-of-date  books  com- 
prising the  early  editions  of  standard  texts  and  treatises,  and 
antiquated  books  in  all  fields  of  learning,  for  which  call  is  seldom 
made.  All  of  this  material,  however,  while  seldom  in  demand 
for  home  reading,  has  its  legitimate  place  in  a  public  scholarly 
institution  of  learning,  used  by  students  and  research  workers  in 
many  fields. 

In  reading  the  following  account  of  books  acquired  during  the 
fiscal  year  of  1 92 1  —22,  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  increase 
in  the  average  cost  of  domestic  books  over  the  cost  in  1 9 1 3  -1 4  is 
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forty  per  cent  This  increase  applies  to  scientific  and  technical 
books,  books  of  travel,  biography  and  fiction.  Of  books  pub^ 
Ushed  in  Great  Britain,  the  average  increase  in  cost  is  from  ten  to 
fifteen  per  cent  The  cost  of  books  published  on  the  continent 
of  Europe,  partially  otfset  by  the  exchange  favorable  to  the  Li- 
brary, is  about  twenty-five  per  cent  above  that  of  1913—14. 

During  the  year  just  closed  77,881  volumes  have  been  added 
to  the  Library  system,  or  1 8, 1 50  volumes  more  than  in  1 920— 2 1 . 
Of  these  66,185  were  purchased,  9,964  were  given,  95  were 
acquired  through  exchange,  and  1 ,637  consisted  of  bound  news- 
papers and  periodicals. 

The  total  amount  expended  for  books,  periodicals,  news- 
papers, photographs,  and  lantern  slides,  was  $121,667.19,  in- 
cluding $20,460.87  from  Trust  funds.  The  corresponding  ex- 
pcaditure  for  1920-21  was  $78,954.70,  including  $17,739.97 
from  Trust  funds. 

The  fact  that  over  18,000  more  books  were  placed  on  the 
shelves  of  die  Library  system  last  year  than  during  the  twelve 
preceding  months  doubtless  had  much  to  do  with  the  increased 
home  circulation  of  books,  which  was  2,672,646,  a  welcome 
increase  of  223,870  over  the  previous  year.  The  home  circu- 
lation from  the  Central  Library  was  about  seven  and  three-tenths 
per  cent  greater  than  the  year  before,  while  the  circulation  from 
die  branches  and  reading  rooms  showed  a  gain  of  about  nine  and 
three-fifths  per  c^it  All  of  the  sixteen  branches,  excepting 
the  South  Ejid  Branch,  and  all  of  the  seventeen  reading  rooms, 
excepting  Lower  Mills  and  City  Point,  made  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  books  drawn  for  home  use  from  die  libraries.  On 
page  51  of  the  Appendix  will  be  found  a  table  showing  the 
central,  branch  and  reading  room  **h(Mne  circulation**  of  books 
for  die  years  from  1916-1 7  to  1921-22,  inclusive.  The  Cen- 
tral Library,  the  branches,  and  reading  rooms,  all  record  gains 
B  the  number  of  books  used  for  various  purposes  in  the  reading 
and  study  rooms  of  the  Library  system. 

From  the  current  city  appropriation  of  $100,000  for  books, 
diere  was  expended  $99,999.77,  plus  $1,206.55  paid  from  the 
Lcmdon  accouint  for  books  bought  abroad,  making  a  total  ex- 
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penditure  of  $101,206.32  as  distinct  from  purchases  paid  from 
Trust  funds.  Of  ttis  total,  $77,249.23  were  expended  for 
books  for  branches  and  deposit  use  and  $15,259.72  for  the 
Central  Library.  In  addition  diere  were  expended  fcNr  current 
periodicals  $8,697.22,  of  which  $3,703.23  were  for  branches 
and  $4,993.99  for  the  Central  Library.  There  were  expended 
from  Trust  funds  $20,460.87,  of  which  $17,069.32  were  for 
books,  $601.96  for  photographs,  $349.75  for  lantern  slides,  and 
$2,439.84  for  newspapers. 

Early  in  the  year  1921  there  was  made  a  careful  survey  of 
the  special  needs  for  books,  especially  in  the  branches  and  read- 
ing rooms,  and  a  tentative  scheme  for  purchase  was  laid  out 
dependent  upon  the  appropriation  made  by  the  city.  This  plan 
provided  for  a  greatly  increased  number  of  books  for  children, 
the  latest  editions  of  the  principal  reference  books,  good  workmg 
collections  of  books  in  certain  special  fields  not  adequately  repre* 
sented,  such  as  technical  books,  books  in  the  fine  and  industrial 
arts,  books  in  foreign  languages,  and  a  greater  liberality  in  the 
provision  of  a  considerable  number  of  copies  of  books  of  popular 
interest,  including  the  subjects  of  biography,  travel  and  business. 
In  the  main  this  provisional  plan  has  been  adhered  to  in  the  pur- 
chases  made  frcmi  the  largest  book  appropriation  in  the  history  of 
the  institution,  with  the  natural  result  that  all  previous  records  of 
accessions  have  been  exceeded. 

Amcmg  the  books  which  have  been  acquired  were  31,000 
for  younger  readers,  including  6,000  educational  textbooks,  at  a 
cost  of  $25,000.  From  four  to  ten  copies  of  some  of  these  books 
were  placed  in  each  branch  and  reading  room.  For  reference 
books  of  higher  cost  for  branches,  including  the  latest  editions 
of  encyclopaedias,  dictionaries,  atlases,  etc.,  the  sum  of  $10,000 
was  expended;  for  a  specially  selected  collection  of  technical 
books,  $2,000;  and  for  a  collection  in  the  fine  and  industrial 
arts,  $1,200.  New  fiction,  distributed  throughout  the  system, 
constituted  5,219  volumes,  comprising  443  titles,  of  which  87 
were  in  foreign  languages,  cost  $8,615.08,  an  average  price 
of  $1.65  a  volume.  The  Mnallest  nimiber  of  new  books  pw 
chased  for  a  branch  (Jamaica  Plain)  was  1,071,  the  largest 
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(West  Elnd)  3,527;  the  smallest  number  for  a  reading  room 
(Lower  Mills)  was  360,  the  largest  (Boylston  Station)  1,906. 

For  the  new  reading  room  at  Jeffries  Point,  opened  to  the 
public  October  15,  1921,  1,813  volumes  and  a  group  of  peri" 
odicals  were  bought  at  a  cost  of  $2,846.  On  account  of  the 
unforseen  cost  of  equipping  this  station  widi  reading  matter  out 
of  the  general  appropriation,  it  was  found  necessary  to  defer  any 
large  purchase  of  books  on  business  and  related  subjects  needed 
for  the  Central  Library.  Other  general  purchases  consisted  of  an 
increased  number  of  copies  of  books  much  in  demand,  including 
works  of  biography,  history,  travel,  and  technology;  directories 
and  books  of  ready  reference  for  use  in  the  Information  Office ; 
Syrian  and  Armenian  books  for  the  Tyler  Street  Reading  Room, 
works  in  Italian  for  the  North  End  Branch  and  the  Jeffries 
Point  Reading  Room,  Lithuanian,  Polish  and  Bohemian  books 
for  the  South  Boston  Branch,  Yiddish  for  the  West  End  and 
the  Warren  Street  Branches,  and  Spanish  and  French  books 
for  the  Central  Library.  From  the  Trust  funds  a  number  of 
inqportant  works  have  been  purchased,  notably  in  the  field  of 
fine  arts,  although  no  large  collection  has  been  bought  as  a  unit. 

The  Library  has  also  notably  enriched  its  collections  of  books 
on  Shakespeare,  Dante,  mathematics  and  astronomy,  and  has 
also  acquired  in4)ortant  Americana  and  examples  of  early  print- 
ing. 

It  is  a  disconcerting  fact  that  empty  shelves  are  still  often  to 
be  seen  in  many  of  the  branch  libraries  and  reading  rooms,  es- 
pecially in  the  rooms  or  sections  devoted  to  the  use  of  children. 
Several  hundred  new  books  placed  on  the  shelves  to-day  are  all 
gcme  tomorrow,  while  a  line  of  children  ask  when  there  will  be 
more  new  books,  or  when  some  of  the  old  ones  will  be  returned 
so  that  they  may  have  their  chance  with  a  good  story,  or  a  good 
bode  of  travel,  biography  or  science.  The  need  for  more  books 
is  ever  present  and  the  problem  can  be  met  only  through  a  still 
larger  appropriation  for  their  purchase.  ^ 

Among  the  noteworthy  works  acquired  during  the  year,  dif- 
fering widely  in  content,  but  as  a  whole  enriching  the  resources 
of  the  institution,  were  two  quarto  editions  of  Macbeth^  of  1 674 
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and  1 687,  —  formerly  in  die  Skakeq>earian  collection  of  Mars- 
den  J.  Perry  —  entirely  different  issues  from  any  possessed  by 
die  Library,  die  edition  of  1674  being  the  first  edition  of  Sir 
William  Davenant*s  alteration  of  the  play,  and  the  edition  of 
1 687  the  text  as  played  three  years  later.  For  die  Dante  col' 
lection  several  early  editions  have  been  acquired  as  well  as  those 
published  in  connection  with  the  six  hundredth  anniversary. 
Among  these  may  be  noted: 

Dante,  con  I'expositione  di  .  .  .  Bernardino  Daniello  da  Lucca. 
Venetia.      1 568. 

II  codice  trivulziano  1080  delta  Divina  commedia  .  .  •  Milaoo. 
1921.     Facsimile  of  a  manuscript  written  in  the  year  1337. 

Other  important  purchases  include: 

The  first  proclamation  issued  by  the  first  Provincial  Congress  of  Massa* 
chusetts  and  the  first  to  be  issued  without  the  sanction  of  a  royal  governor, 
recommending  a  day  of  Public  Thanksgiving,  Thursday,  October  22, 
1 774.    Printed  in  Boston  1 774. 

A  plan  of  the  siege  of  Yorktown,  1781,  by  Major  Sebastian  Bau« 
man,  Philadelphia,  1 782. 

Report  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations  on  the 
petition  of  .  .  .  Thomas  Walpole,  Benjamin  Franklin,  .  .  .  and  their 
associates  ...  for  a  grant  of  lands  on  the  River  Ohio,  in  North  America 
for    the  purpose  of  erecting  a  new  government     London.     1 772. 

A  true  servant  of  his  generation  ...  a  sermon  ...  on  die  death 
of  John  Walley,  Esq.,  by  Ebenezer  Pemberton.     Boston.     1712. 

Barbaro,  Daniele.    La  pratica  della  perspettiva.    Venetia.     1 569. 

Speidell,  John.  New  logarithmes.  The  first  inuention  whereof,  was, 
by  the  Honourable  Lo:  lohn  Nepair  Baron  of  Marchiston,  and  printed 
at  Edenburgh  in  Scotland,  Anno:  1614.     London.     1624. 

Brant,  Sebastian.  Stultifera  nauis  .  .  .  The  ship  of  fooles,  where- 
in is  shewed  the  folly  of  all  states.  Translated  out  of  Latin  into  English 
(verse)  by  Alexander  Barclay,  priest.    London.     (1570.) 

Cervantes.  Galatea  divida  en  seys  libros.  Compuesta  por  Miguel  de 
Cervantes.     Paris,  1611.     The  third  edition. 

Mela,  Pomponius.  Pomponij  Melle  Cosmographi  de  situ  orbis  liber 
primus  (-tertius).     Impressum.    Venetijs.     M.CCCC.LXXVIIL 

Moiyson,  Fynes.  An  itinerary  written  .  .  .  first  in  the  Latine  tongue, 
and  then  translated  by  him  into  Elnglish:  containing  his  ten  yeeres  travell 
.  .  .     London.     1617. 

Smith,  Richard.  The  assertion  and  defence  of  the  sacramente  of  the 
Aulter.     London.     1 546. 
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The  more  important  gifts  received  during  the  year  have  been 
noted  in  the  current  Quarterly^  BulleAis  of  the  Library.  Gifts 
received  from  5,41 1  donors  comprised  1 1 J93  volumes.  16,362 
serials,  485  photographs,  and  48  newspaper  subscriptions. 

REGISTRATION  DEPARTMENT. 

On  February  1,  1921 ,  there  were  outstanding  105,458  "live" 
cards,  that  is,  registration  cards  available  for  present  use.  During 
the  year  57,637  cards  were  added,  of  which  49,371  were  new 
registrations  and  8,296  being  renewals.  In  die  same  period 
53,175  persons  have  allowed  their  borrowing  privilege  to  lapse, 
so  that  die  total  number  of  "live**  cards  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year  was  109,950,  a  gain  of  4,492  over  the  year  1920-21. 
The  registration  of  teachers  numbers  1,169  resident  and  249 
non-resident  Special  privilege  cards  have  been  voted  by  the 
Trustees  to  168  persons  and  there  have  been  249  renewals  of 
such  cards,  making  4 1 7  "live**  special  privilege  cards  outstanding. 

An  analysis  of  registration,  August  1 ,  1 9 1 9,  to  July  31,  1 92 1 , 
the  first  two  years  of  the  new  registration,  noted  in  the  Report 
for  1919-20,  shows  the  following  interesting  distribution  of 
"live**  cardholders:  males  over  16  years,  23,699;  males  under 
16  years,  26,077;  females  over  16  years,  29,310;  females 
under  1 6  years,  26,720. 

CATALOGUE  AND  SHELF  DEPARTMENT. 

During  the  year  just  closed  the  number  of  volumes  and  parts 
of  volumes  catalogued  was  100,525,  representing  60,249  titles. 
The  usual  details  for  two  successive  years  presented  by  the  Chief 
of  the  Catalogue  Department  may  be  found  on  page  55  of  the 
Appendix.  The  number  of  cards  added  to  the  catalogues  was 
245,858:  214,898  in  the  Central  Library  and  30,960  in  the 
branches.  Of  the  cards  filed  in  the  Central  Library,  66,507 
were  placed  in  the  Bates  Hall  and  the  Issue  Department  cata- 
logues; 63,741  in  the  official  catalogue;  and  84,650  in  the 
catalogues  of  the  Special  Libraries  and  bulletins  and  lists  in 
process.  Temporary  author  and  subject  or  title  cards  were  filed 
in  the  Bates  Hall  catalogue  within  a  few  days  after  the  receipt 
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of  every  new  bound  work.  Printed  catalogue  cards  for  all  new 
books  have  been  sent,  as  customary,  to  the  Editor  as  copy  for  die 
Quarterly  Bulletin. 

The  work  of  recommending  desirable  titles  found  in  b3>liog- 
raphies,  periodicals,  lists  and  texts  has  been  carried  on  as  usual. 
There  are  besides  many  instances  of  service  of  which  no  record 
is  kept;  translations  are  made,  letters  on  bibliographical  and 
other  matters  are  answered,  and  readers  and  investigators  helped 
in  their  researches.  These  activities  cannot  appear  in  the  sta- 
tistics of  the  Department,  but  the  wide  reputation  of  the  Library 
for  generous  and  scholarly  service  justifies  the  time  given  to 
this  work. 

PUBLICATIONS. 

The  third  volume  (Fourth  Series)  of  the  Quarterly  Bulletin 
was  finished  in  December.  It  contains  about  400  pages  of 
printed  matter  and  includes  a  number  of  reproductions  men- 
tioned in  detail  below.  The  greater  part  of  the  contents  of  this 
volume  is  devoted,  as  usual,  to  lists  of  new  books,  but  each  num^ 
ber  has  presented  editorial  matter  as  well.  In  the  March  num- 
ber a  description  of  the  Special  Collections  of  the  Library  was 
printed;  the  June  number  gave  a  welcome  to  the  American 
Library  Association,  which  was  holding  its  convention  in  this 
vicinity,  and  an  article  on  "The  Quarterly  Bulletin :  its  contents, 
its  purposes.*'  In  Septonber  began  a  series  of  more  detailed 
accounts  of  the  Special  Libraries,  and  the  Barton  Library  was 
chosen  for  this  number,  the  Ticknor  Library  following  in  De- 
cember. The  December  number  also  brought  out  a  hitherto 
unpublished  letter  from  Nicholas  Boylston  (1771  ?-1839)  with 
some  notes  on  the  Boylston  family. 

The  reproductions  which  for  several  years  have  been  a  special 
feature  of  the  Bulletin  comprised:  (March) a  view  of  Tremont 
Street  looking  north  from  Warrenton  Street  before  widening 
in  1869,  and  Champlain*s  Map  of  Plymouth  Harbor,  1605, 
with  brief  historical  notes;  (June)  a  view  of  the  Central  Li- 
brary Building  from  the  Southeast;  (September)  a  portrait 
of  Thomas  Pennant  Barton  after  a  miniature  on  ivory  by  Bou- 
chardy,  and  a  portrait  of  the  late  editor,  Lindsay  Swift,  after  a 
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iJiotograph  by  Miss  Alice  Austin;  (December)  a  portrait  of 
George  Ticknor  after  Sloane*s  copy  of  a  painting  by  Sully. 

Other  publications  issued  by  the  Library  during  the  year  in- 
cluded the  following: 

Catalogue  of  a  Loan  Exhibition  commemorating  the  Anni- 
versary of  the  Death  of  John  KeaU,  (1821-1921),  held  at 
the  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston,  February  2 1  to  March 
14,  1921.     (8)  +  63  pages. 

List  of  Books  on  Modem  Ireland^  consisting  of  90  pages, 
compiled  by  Lucien  E.  Taylor  of  the  Catalogue  Department, 
piiblished  in  April. 

IVeekh  Lists^  53  in  number,  giving  brief  titles  of  the  most 
recent  additions  to  die  Library  and  compiled  by  Lucien  E. 
Taylor. 

Brief  Reading  Lists^  nos.  18-23,  with  a  second  edition  of 
No.  14  (One-act  plays).  The  subjects  treated  were :  No.  18, 
Nature  studies:  plant  and  animal  life,  compiled  by  Alice  M. 
Jordan,  Supervisor  of  work  with  children;  No.  19,  Dante, 
prepared  in  commemoration  of  the  six-hundredth  anniversary  of 
Dante*s  death  by  Lucien  E.  Taylor ;  No.  20,  Cookery,  foreign 
and  domestic,  compiled  by  E.  Carolyn  Merrill  of  the  Catalogue 
Department;  No.  21,  Disarmament  and  substitutes  for  war, 
compiled  by  Michael  McCarthy  of  the  Catalogue  Department; 
No.  22,  The  United  States  and  Japan,  compiled  by  Lucien  E. 
Taylor;  No.  23,  Christmas,  compiled  by  Mary  C.  Toy,  Chil- 
dren's Librarian. 

A  new  departure  in  library  publications  was  made  in  Octo- 
ber when  appeared  the  first  number  of  Library  Life:  Staff  Bulle- 
tin  of  the  Boston  Public  Library.  This  periodical  which  is 
under  the  editorial  supervision  of  Frank  H.  Chase  of  the  Refer- 
ence Department,  is  published  on  the  fifteenth  of  each  month, 
and  it  carries  to  the  members  of  the  staff  items  of  value  and  in- 
terest, both  professional  and  personal,  from  every  branch  of  the 
service  —  at  once  a  clearing  house  and  a  melting  pot.  A  special 
section  entitled  "Witfi  the  Juniors**  is  in  charge  of  Francis  P. 
Znotas,  of  the  Children's  Room.  A  supplement  sent  out  with 
each  number  of  Library  Life  is  devoted  to  the  News  Notes  on 
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Government  Publications^  prepared  by  Edith  Guerrier,  Super- 
visor of  Circulation,  and  formerly  issued  as  a  separate  publication. 

NEW  BRANCH  BUILDINGS  AND  READING  ROOMS. 

The  Jetf  ries  Point  Reading  Room  was  opened  on  October  1 5 
m  attractive  quarters  at  1 95  Webster  Street  in  the  thickly  popu- 
lated Italian  district  of  East  Boston.  It  promises  to  become 
one  of  the  most  useful  reading  rooms  in  the  system*  and  it  is 
already  evident  that  within  a  short  time  it  will  be  necessary  to 
enlarge  its  quarters. 

The  Library  anticipates  an  opportunity  for  larger  service  in 
West  Roxbury  and  in  the  South  End  when  the  new  branch 
building  and  the  new  Municipal  Building  now  under  construc- 
tion are  finished  and  equipped.  West  Roxbury  has  an  excep- 
tionally well-planned  and  attractive  library  building  in  which 
the  citizens  of  the  district  will  have  just  cause  for  pride.  The 
library  quarters  in  the  South  End  Municipal  Building  will  be 
pleasant  and  commodious,  but  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Li- 
brary was  located  in  the  basement  of  the  building. 

INFORMATION  OFFICE,  GOVERNMENT  DOCUMENTS  AND 

OPEN  SHELF  ROOMS. 

The  Information  Office  opened  last  year  is  proving  an  inval- 
uable  adjunct  to  the  work  of  the  Reference  Departments  through- 
out the  Library.  In  addition  to  city  and  business  directories, 
a  collection  of  telephone  books  and  other  tools  for  first  hand 
information,  it  contains  a  comprehensive  and  steadily  growing 
card  index  to  information  resources  both  within  the  Libraiy  and 
outside.  The  Office  maintains  rich  files  of  material  on  voca- 
tional guidance  and  unemployment,  which  were  originally  col- 
lected and  organized  by  outside  agencies.  In  this  room  may 
be  found  on  file  one  hundred  and  seventy  current  periodicals 
issued  by  the  United  States  Government  and  by  various  business 
organizations  including  publications  of  chambers  of  commerce 
in  forty-two  states  and  territories  and  thirteen  foreign  countries. 

In  the  Government  Documents  Room  adjoining  the  Informa- 
tion Office  the  current  pamphlets  of  the  Federal  Government, 
as  well  as  a  large  number  of  business  and  periodical  publications 
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are  in  constant  use.  An  important  feature  of  the  service  of  this 
office  is  the  filbg  of  clippings  from  authentic  sources  on  atfairs 
of  national  significance,  such  as  the  Conference  on  the  Limitation 
of  Armaments,  tariff,  immigration,  etc.  Statistical  studies  and 
tabulaticMis  on  occupations,  mdustries,  finance,  wholesale  and 
retail  prices,  transportation  and  foreign  and  domestic  commerce 
are  in  process  of  collection. 

The  Open  Shelf  Room,  also  adjoining  the  Information  Office, 
is  a  proved  success;  the  response  of  die  public  has  been  en- 
diusiastic.  During  the  first  year  over  thirty  thousand  volumes 
of  non-fiction  have  been  circulated.  New  non-fiction  is  now 
shelved  in  this  room,  and  the  older  collections,  including  twenty- 
odd  classes  of  literature,  and  numbering  over  four  thousand 
volumes,  are  in  a  state  of  constant  revision,  which  serves  to  bring 
to  the  attention  of  the  users  of  the  Library  a  large  number  of 
books  which  otherwise  might  be  forgotten  or  overlooked. 

The  use  of  the  Information  Office  may  roughly  be  classified 
as  follows:  33%  of  its  patrons  need  to  be  directed  to  some  other 
part  of  the  Library;  25%  are  users  of  telephcme  books  and 
directories;  30%  is  composed  of  business  men,  students  and 
teachers  who  desire  current  Government  and  business  informa- 
tion; and  ip%  wish  information  which  may  be  found  in  the 
vocational  and  other  files,  or  in  the  college  catalogues,  time  tables, 
railway  guides  and  the  few  general  reference  books  such  as  the 
World  Almanac,  Lippincott*s  Gazetteer,  Hotel  Red  Book,  and 
guide-books  to  the  City. 

BATES  HALL. 

The  Custodian  of  the  Bates  Hall  Reference  Department,  in 
his  report  for  the  year,  comments  on  the  enlarged  use  of  the  refer- 
ence collections  as  follows: 

Older  members  of  the  staff  are  agreed  in  saying  that  Bates  Hall  was 
never  before  so  busy  as  during  the  past  year ;  this  has  been  especially  marked 
during  vacation  periods  and  other  times  when  the  Hall  has  been  wont  to 
present  a  somewhat  deserted  appearance.  Again  and  again,  visitors  have 
expressed  surprise  at  the  number  of  readers  —  especially  of  men  —  to  be 
found  in  the  Hall  at  hours  when  Kbraries  are  likely  to  be  comparatively 
empty.     This  unusual  strain  upon  die  resources  of  the  Hall  has  led  to  an 
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increased  wear  atad  tear  of  Ae  reference  books,  and  it  wiH  be  necessary 
before  long  to  replace  a  good  many  which  are  badly  worn. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  growing  use  of  the  Information  Office 
by  those  who  are  in  search  of  a  single  fact  of  current  information  has 
caused  no  apparent  diminution  in  the  use  of  Bates  Hall.  All  the  current 
directories  have  finally  been  removed  to  the  Information  Office;  m  this 
as  in  other  directicms,  the  Office  is  proving  a  distinct  relief  to  the  Hall. 

The  contests  conducted  during  the  past  year  by  a  Boston  paper,  which 
involved  an  intensive  use  of  the  large  dictionaries,  have  presented  a  very 
real  problem.  The  wear  imposed  upon  the  books  by  these  eager  prize- 
seekers  is  abnormal,  and  even  cruelly  destructive.  We  have  now  no  large 
dictionary  which  is  in  reasonably  good  condition;  even  die  Murray  Ox- 
ford Dictionary  has  suffered  severely. 

During  the  past  year  530  books,  comprising  939  voliunes, 
were  placed  upon  Bates  Hall  shelves.  Of  these,  459  (568  vol- 
umes) were  new  books  brought  from  the  stacks,  and  191  (371 
volumes)  were  removed  from  other  locations  in  Bates  Hall. 
The  removals  from  the  Hall  include  33 1  books  (460  volumes) 
returned  to  stack,  60  dismissed  from  the  collection  as  missing,  and 
3  condenmed  at  the  Bindery.  The  total  number  of  changes  in 
the  Hall  and  its  records  thus  amounts  to  944  books,  comprising 
1,462  volumes.  This  does  not  include  the  new  volumes  of 
serials  added  during  the  year  under  the  head  of  ^'continuations.*' 
These  amount  to  approximately  200  volumes. 

The  Bates  Hall  Reference  Department  answered  during  the 
year  a  total  of  623  inquiries  for  information  received  by  mail. 
Of  these  623  letters,  147  came  from  Massachusetts  and  91 
from  New  York  State.  The  remaining  inquiries  were  received 
from  40  states  of  the  Union  and  from  the  District  of  Columbia, 
from  5  provinces  of  Canada,  from  Porto  Rico  and  from  5 
foreign  countries. 

BATES  HALL  CENTRE  DESK.  NEWSPAPER  AND  PATENT  ROOMS. 

CENTRAL  LIBRARY. 

The  attendance  in  Bates  Hall  again  shows  a  marked  increase 
over  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  maximum  number  of  users 
of  books  in  the  Hall  was  336  on  October  30,  at  5  P.M.  The 
freedom  of  access  to  over  ten  thousand  volumes  of  reference 
on  the  open  shelves  makes  it  impossible  to  give  an  accurate 
statement  of  the  number  of  these  boob  consulted,  but  251,141 
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books  were  brought  from  die  Library  stacks  to  readers  and 
students  at  the  tables  of  this  main  reading  room,  an  increase  of 
26,640  over  1920-21.  There  have  been  the  usual  inevitable 
delays  in  handling  so  large  a  number  of  books,  but  no  improve- 
ment in  service  can  be  anticipated  until  some  modem  mechanical 
system  is  installed  connecting  Bates  Hall  with  the  distant  stacks 
from  which  the  books  are  sent 

In  the  Newspaper  Room  267  papers  are  currently  taken  and 
filed  for  readers.  Of  this  number  190  are  published  in  the 
United  States  and  77  in  thirty-two  foreign  countries.  The  fol- 
lowing languages  are  represented  m  the  foreign  collection :  En- 
glish, 44  papers ;  French,  9  papers ;  German,  9  papers ;  Spanish, 
4  papers;  Swedish,  3  papers;  Danish,  2  papers;  Italian,  2 
papers;  and  Dutch,  Finnish,  Norwegian,  and  Portuguese,  1 
paper  each. 

During  the  year  six  papers  were  added  and  fourteen  papers 
either  ceased  publication  or  were  consolidated  with  others. 

Readers  applying  for  bound  files  of  newspapers  numbered 
1 8,604 ;  they  consulted  33, 1 84  volumes,  a  decrease  from  1 920- 
21  of  577  readers  and  an  increase  of  676  volumes  consulted. 
The  bound  volumes  of  newspapers  now  nimiber  8,65 1  of  which 
145  were  added  during  the  fiscal  year. 

The  Patent  collection  now  numbers  1 5,984  volimies  of  which 
669  were  added  during  the  past  year,  from  the  United  States, 
Great  Britain,  Germany,  France,  Canada,  Australia,  and  New 
Zealand.  During  1921-22,  18,315  persons  consulted  107,498 
volumes  of  patents. 

PERIODICAL  ROOM. 

The  Custodian  of  the  Periodical  Room  reports  the  aggregate 
number  reading  in  the  room  at  certain  hours  in  each  of  two  suc- 
cessive years  and  the  number  reported  five  years  ago,  as  follows : 
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The  use  of  bound  and  unft>ound  files  shows  a  large  increase 
over  last  year»  as  follows : 

Bound  Volumes. 

\9ZU72.    1920^1. 

Volmnes  comulled  during  day 42,924        36,578 

Volumes  consulted  during  evenings  and  Sundays  17,581         15361 

Unbound  Numbers  of  Magazines, 

1921-22.    1920-21. 

Volumes  consulted  during  day  ...;...        52378        41,823 
Volumes  consulted  during  evenings  and  Sundays      •  22,736        19,745 

Hie  current  periodicals,  exclusive  of  those  issued  by  state  and 
federal  governments,  regularly  filed  for  readers  in  the  Periodical 
Room  number  1,147.  In  addition  there  are  filed  for  use  by 
readers  in  other  departments  current  periodicals  especially  re- 
lating  to  the  fields  covered  by  such  departments,  as  follows : 

Fine  Arts  and  Music  Room 1^ 

Statistical  Department 56 

Teachers  Reference  Room  and  Onldren's  Room 54 

Tiie  importance  and  value  of  periodical  literature  in  reference 
work,  and  as  a  source  of  information  on  current  topics,  is  being 
realized  by  students  from  schools  and  colleges  as  never  before. 
The  Custodian  has  welcomed  classes  from  elementary  and  hi^ 
schools  with  their  teachers  and  has  aided  in  giving  instruction 
in  the  use  of  guides  and  indexes  to  periodicals.  The  college 
student  has  become  a  constant  user  of  the  files  of  periodical  litera- 
ture to  be  found  in  the  Library  system. 

DOCUMENTS  AND  STATISTICS. 

Some  fifty-seven  thousand  volumes  constitute  the  collections 
housed  in  the  Statistical  Department  of  the  Central  Library.  In 
the  Statistics  Room  there  are  22,307  volumes,  while  some  34,500 
volumes  ccmveniently  accessible  are  shelved  on  die  f ourdi  floor  of 
the  Annex.  The  Assistant  in  charge  reports  that  the  use  of  the 
Department  has  increased  rather  than  fallen  off  since  the  opening 
of  the  room  devoted  to  current  federal  and  state  documents  ad- 
jacent  to  the  Information  Office  on  the  ground  floor.  Indeed, 
the  seating  capacity  of  the  department  is  often  insufficient  to 
accommodate  its  readers.     There  is  imperative  need  for  en- 
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larged  quarters  for  the  growing  work  of  this  department  which 
includes,  in  addition  to  statistical  material,  the  Library's  coUec- 
ti(Hi  of  municipal,  state  and  federal  publications  and  of  official 
publications  of  foreign  countries. 

SPECIAL  LIBRARIES. 

The  Special  Libraries  occupying  the  third  floor  of  the  Central 
building,  include  the  Fine  Arts,  Technology  and  Music  Divi- 
sions, in  addition  to  the  special  collections  shelved  in  the  Barton- 
Ticknor  Room  and  its  adjacent  galleries. 

The  number  of  volumes  issued  for  **home  use**  by  the  Special 
Libraries  during  the  year  was  25,256,  as  compared  with  22,949 
for  the  previous  year.  The  circulation  by  divisions  was  as  fol- 
lows: Fine  Arts,  7,499  volumes,  or  30%;  Music,  7,858  vol- 
umes, or  31%;  Technology,  9,899  volumes,  or  39%. 

The  number  of  portfolios  of  mounted  pictures  sent  out  on 
request,  chiefly  from  schools,  was  2,288,  compared  with  2,223 
last  year.  During  the  past  twelve  months  588  lantern  slides 
have  been  added  to  the  coUecticHi,  making  a  total  of  9,135. 
The  slides  loaned  during  the  same  period  numbered  5,840. 

The  number  of  volumes  issued  for  *'hall  use**  by  the  Mu«c 
Divisi(Hi  was  13,891 ;   from  the  special  collections,  17,866. 

WORK  WITH  CHILDREN. 

The  Supervisor  of  Work  with  Children  reports  a  year  of 
marked  activity  throughout  the  system.  The  work,  including 
the  story-hour  for  children  in  the  Central  Library  and  branches, 
has  followed  in  general  the  lines  described  at  length  in  previous 
reports. 

The  Supervisor  comments  as  follows : 

The  year  was  notable  for  the  unusual  supply  of  children's  books  made 
possible  by  a  special  allowance  from  the  general  book  appropriation  for 
that  purpose.  According  to  the  figures  of  the  Ordering  Department  some 
thirty-one  thousand  orders  for  replacements  and  additional  or  new  copies 
of  juvenile  books  were  forwarded  during  the  year.  In  the  purchase  of 
books  for  children  it  is  promptness  of  replacement  that  is  important;  not 
the  new  titles  necessarily,  but  a  sufficient  supply  of  standards  and  classics 
are  most  needed.  The  response  to  this  increased  book  supply  was  every- 
where evident.     It  was  natural  that  the  circulation  should  be  affected. 
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but  there  have  been  odier  results  fully  a»  noticeable.  The  desire  \b 
obtain  new  books  led  to  the  payment  of  fines  on  cards  which  had  beeA 
held  in  many  cases  for  months  because  of  lack  of  interest  in  an  unattractivc 
book  collection.  Better  discipline  is  everywhere  maintained  when  a  fair 
stock  of  books  preserves  the  atmosphere  of  a  reading  room. 

With  the  enlarged  book  allowance  the  librarians  in  some  branches  have 
been  able  to  develop  a  collection  of  books  for  permanent  use  in  the  cfail' 
dren*s  room;  such  collections  are  especially  desirable  in  )ieighborhoods 
where  there  is  a  likelihood  of  the  shelves  being  entirely  depleted  and  dis 
room  losing  all  semblance  of  a  library. 

Such  a  collection  is  of  importance  too  where  parents  wish  to  make  a 
personal  choice  of  their  children's  books.  Clean  books  are  the  best  deco- 
ration a  room  for  children  can  have  and  the  greatest  inducement  to  children 
to  become  Library  users. 

Friendly  appreciation  of  library  service  by  the  schools  is  expressed  m 
notes  from  the  teachers  in  different  parts  of  the  city,  in  the  visits  of  teacheii 
to  the  libraries,  and  in  requests  for  librarians  to  speak  to  classes  in  the 
schools.  Occasionally  the  children  themselves  write  letters  telling  of  Aat 
pleasure  in  the  school  deposit  and  designating  the  books  they  have  particiH 
larly  enjoyed. 

Children's  Book  Week  in  November  was  observed  in  most  of  the 
branches  and  reading  rooms  by  special  exhibits  or  by  book  diq>lays  in  the 
windows  of  the  libraries.  Each  year  the  publicity  given  at  this  time  to 
the  matter  of  the  selection  of  children's  books  brings  a  large  number  of 
parents  to  the  Library  for  the  aid  it  can  give  to  them.  It  also  fumishet 
an  opportunity  for  the  librarians  to  address  schools  and  modiers'  chibs. 
For  free  distribution  the  Library  bought  from  the  American  Library  Asso- 
ciation several  thousand  copies  of  an  attractively  printed  list  of  books 
reconmiended  as  Christmas  gifts.  In  Hyde  Park  the  local  paper  printed 
lists  of  favorite  books  whose  names  were  contributed  by  the  children 
through  the  librarian.  At  Roxbury  Crossing,  where  bookstores  are  few, 
the  window  di8|>lay  in  the  reading  room  brought  many  inquiries  from 
parents,  and  the  librarian  reports  that  she  could  have  sold  several  times 
over  such  books  as  Kidnapped  and  Treasure  Island,  with  Wyeth's  illtti- 
trations. 

Several  exhibits  have  been  held  in  the  Children's  Room  at  the  Central 
Library,  including  a  Pilgrim  village  made  by  a  club  whose  activities  are 
centered  in  the  North  End  Branch,  and  several  "play  projects,"  the  v^ork 
of  different  classes  in  the  public  schools  of  the  city. 

During  the  summer  members  of  the  staff  of  die  Children's  Depart- 
ment assisted  in  book  distribution  and  reading  aloud  to  the  patients  in  the 
children's  wards  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital. 

Many  requests  for  lists  of  books  for  individual  children  have  been 
received  from  correspondents  in  far  distant  places  and  have  been  answered 
by  the  Children's  Department.     In  addition  two  brief  reading  lists  vftrt 
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prepared:  Nature. studies:  plant  and  animal  life,  published  in  the  Spring; 
and  Christmas,  including  references  to  poems,  plays  and  stories,  published  in 
November.  The  latter  has  been  especially  useful,  as  it  makes  more  gener- 
ally available  material  which  has  been  tried  out  in  the  Children's  Room 
over  a  term  of  years. 

It  has  beeki  pos^ble  to  extend  the  story-telling  activity  into  a  larger 
number  of  schools  during  the  year  just  closed  and  thus  to  reach  more 
children  than  ever  before.  Through  the  continued  interest  of  the  Ameri- 
canization Committee  of  the  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce  a  greater 
number  of  school  districts  have  been  visited  and  the  bond  between  the 
library  and  the  schools  strengthened  thereby.  Tlie  library  story  hours 
have  reflected  the  awakened  interest  in  every  instance;  the  teachers  also 
tpcak  with  great  appreciation  of  the  service  the  institution  is  rendering  in 
making  literature  alive  for  boys  and  girls. 

Gifts  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  children's  room  in  the  East 
Boston  Branch  were  received  from  the  Home  Club  and  the  Women's 
Club  of  Elast  Boston.  It  is  peculiarly  gratifying  to  have  such  expressions 
of  interest  in  work  with  children  from  local  institutions. 

In  any  report  of  the  work  with  children,  due  recognition  must  be  giv^n 
to  the  service  of  the  Teachers*  Room  which  is  a  part  of  the  Children's 
Department  of  the  Central  Library.  The  care  of  the  educational  maga- 
zines and  of  the  books  for  University  Elxtension  Courses  placed  on  de- 
posit there,  and  the  renewal  and  revision  of  the  general  reference  collection, 
makes  varied  and  exacting  demands  upon  the  attendant  in  the  room. 

During  the  year  just  closed  the  Supervisor  of  Work  with 
Giildren  met  twenty-seven  engagements  to  speak  on  children's 
books  or  topics  relating  to  the  work  of  her  department. 

SUPERVISOR  OF  CIRCULATION. 

The  work  of  the  Supervisor  of  Circulation  is  so  closely  co- 
ordinated with  the  activities  of  other  departments,  especially  those 
of  die  branch  system,  that  it  is  difficult  to  give  a  detailed  account 
of  it  In  general,  simplification  of  routine  and  the  many  minor 
processes  of  re-organization  effected  during  the  past  two  years 
have  resulted  in  a  marked  reduction  of  detailed  work  with  a  con- 
sequent saving  of  time  and  money.  Several  useful  tables  of 
statistical  data  have  been  worked  out  by  the  Supervisor,  with 
the  aid  of  the  different  departments,  whereby  it  is  becoming  in- 
creasingly possible  to  forecast  future  needs  of  the  service  as  well 
as  to  survey  the  work  of  the  past  years.     The  perspective  thus 
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obtained  should  contribute  toward  a  steady  gain  in  the  efficiency 
of  the  Library. 

BRANCHES  AND  READING  ROOMS. 

The  number  of  branch  libraries  is  16  and  the  number  of 
reading  rooms  13,  as  compared  with  16  branches  and  14 
reading  rooms  a  year  ago.  Hie  subsidiary  agencies,  served 
through  the  Branch  Department,  include  58  fire  engine  houses, 
40  institutions,  and  191  schools,  of  which  19  are  parochial 
schools.  The  total  number  of  Library  agencies,  therefore,  is 
320,  as  compared  with  317a  year  ago. 

The  niunber  of  voliunes  issued  on  borrowers*  cards  at  the 
Central  Library  through  the  Branch  Department  was  106,556, 
as  against  108,169  in  1920-21  and  96.000  in  1919-20. 
These  figures  show  a  loss  of  1,613  volumes  issued  during  the 
last  year.  The  loss  is  slight  and  is  to  be  accounted  for  chiefly 
by  die  very  generous  additions  to  the  permanent  collections  of 
the  branches  and  reading  rooms.  Where  there  is  a  large  supply 
of  new  books  on  the  shelves  of  a  branch,  cardholders  are  not 
so  likely  to  send  to  the  Central  Library.  The  number  of  slips 
representing  requests  for  books  was  practically  the  same  as  last 
year,  but  the  proportion  of  unsuccessful  calls  for  books  was 
lower,  being  56.6%  against  58.8%  last  year.  Of  the  total 
unsuccessful  requests  only  63,288  called  for  fiction,  as  against 
80,947  a  year  ago.  Of  the  total  number  of  volumes  sent  out 
from  the  Central  Library  this  year  through  the  branches  85,649 
were  taken  directly  from  the  shelves  of  the  Deposit  Collection 
in  the  Central  Library. 

Three  branches  and  8  reading  rooms  show  substantial  gains 
in  circulation  over  the  previous  year;  the  increase  in  circulation 
at  the  South  Boston  Branch  being  over  1 6,000  volumes. 

TTie  number  of  voliunes  sent  out  on  deposit  from  the  Central 
Library  was  44,257,  as  against  46,972  last  year  and  43,013 
in  1919-20.  The  number  of  volumes  thus  sent  out  often  fluc- 
tuates from  causes  beyond  the  immediate  control  of  the  Library, 
depending,  as  it  does,  upon  the  needs  of  the  schools,  institutions, 
and  other  agencies  of  deposit.  This  past  year  at  one  time  the 
pressure  of  work  at  the  Central  Library  caused  the  omission  of 
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deposits  to  reading  rooms  for  one  month  or  more,  and  a  delay  in 
making  iq>  school  deposits  for  a  period  longer  than  was  desirable. 
The  number  of  volumes  sent  to  schools  from  the  Central  Library 
and  branches  and  reading  rooms  was  46,096,  compared  with 
43,196  last  yean  Of  this  number  17,222  were  sent  by  die 
Branch  Department,  Central  Library,  as  compared  with  1 7,023 
die  year  before.  The  number  of  individual  teachers  supplied 
was  practically  the  same,  being  1,100  as  against  1,1 18  in  1920- 

2f.  '  , 

Attention  is  called  to  the  following  quotations  from  the  re- 
port of  Marian  A.  McCarthy,  who  has  charge  of  the  binding 
of  branch  books : 

During  the  past  year  special  attention  has  been  directed  to  the  upkeep 
a&d  repair  of  the  branch  books.  The  poor  quality  and  construction  of 
Ae  average  book  makes  vigilance  necessary.  Trained  judgment  in  the 
care  of  books  is  now  more  important  than  ever. 

To  acquaint  branch  assistants  with  the  construction  of  a  book  and  to 
tain  them  as  to  die  best  methods  and  materials  to  be  used  in  mending, 
dasses  in  book  repairing  have  been  held  at  the  Central  Library.  Here 
eihibits  of  mending  materials  and  mounted  examples  of  the  various  pro- 
cesses of  book  repairing  are  displayed.  Samples  of  the  comparative  stages 
in  binding  a  book  by  machinery  and  by  hand  are  also  exhibited. 

The  cooperation  of  the  children  in  the  care  of  the  books  has  been  sought 
by  sending  to  die  branch  libraries  and  schools  sets  of  gaily  colored  posters, 
following  diem  by  a  little  talk  on  the  "story  of  the  book'*  and  an  appeal 
for  better  care  of  the  library  bodes. 

The  total  circulation  of  the  branch  system  for  the  year  was 
2318,059  volumes,  compared  with  2,129,407  the  year  before, 
and  1,992,987  in  1919-20,  a  gain  of  188,652  volumes  over 
ihe  year  1920-21.  All  of  the  branches,  with  the  exception 
of  one,  show  a  gain  in  circulation;  in  some  of  them  a  gain  of 
ever  1 0,000  volimies.  All  of  the  reading  rooms  but  three  made 
a  gain  many  of  them  from  5,000  to  10,000  each.  The  larger 
supply  of  books  was  the  chief  factor  in  this  result 

The  number  of  new  books  bought  for  the  branches  was  1 7,477 
as  against  10,688  in  1920-21.  There  have  been  replace- 
ments to  the  number  of  1 4,600  volumes  compared  with  1 2,686 
die  year  before.  The  additions  to  the  permanent  collections 
fif  die  reading  rooms  was  16,163  volumes  compared  with  7,731 
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in  1920-21.  Special  attention  was  given  during  the  year  to 
building  up  the  collection  of  reference  books,  technical  books, 
and  books  relating  to  fine  arts.  The  number  of  books  issued 
oa  deposit  from  the  branch  libraries,  chiefly  to  schools,  wn 
48,357  compared  with  45,507  last  year. 

In  the  Appendex  to  this  report  may  be  found  interesting 
quotations  horn  the  reports  of  the  librarians  of  several  branches 
and  reading  rooms  —  quotations  valuable  because  they  indicate 
some  of  the  significant  and  varied  activities  and  problems  that 
are  met  with  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

THE  BINDERY  AND  PRINTING  DEPARTMENTS. 

During  the  year  the  Finance  Commission  of  the  City  of  Bo»- 
lt>n  has  made  an  investigaticm  of  the  Bindery.  A  report  sub- 
mitted to  the  Commission-by  Mr.  Frank  J.  Barnard,  Jr.,  a  well- 
known  Boston  bidder,  after  a  study  of  the  Library  plant,  was 
referred  to  the  Board  of  Trustees.  A  Committee  of  the  Board 
asked  the  Chief  of  the  Library  Bindery  to  reply  to  the  criticisms 
and  suggestions  presented  and  then,  after  a  study  of  the  two 
reports,  the  Committee  submitted  them  to  Mr.  Charles  W.  Facey, 
Chief  of  the  Bindeiy  of  the  Harvard  College  Library,  for  hii 
consideration.  The  Committee  of  the  Trustees  and  the  Libra- 
nan  gave  careful  study  to  the  three  reports,  held  conferences  wilh 
Messrs.  ICenney  and  Facey,  cmd  then  reported  to  the  Board  of 
Trustees.  After  further  deliberation  by  the  Board  it  was  de- 
cided that  all  the  activities  of  the  Library  Bindery  ou^t  to  be 
continued  in  the  Central  building  and  that  increased  appropria- 
tions should  be  sought  in  order  to  place  the  plant  in  a  positi<n 
to  carry  on  its  work  with  a  modem  equipment  of  machinery,  an 
economy  which  vrill  pay  for  the  investment  in  a  short  time  and 
will  increase  the  present  efficiency  of  the  Department 

The  usual  statistics  furnished  by  the  Chiefs  of  the  Bindeiy 
and  Printing  Department  may  be  found  on  page  63  of  die 
Appendix. 

LECTURES  AND  EXHIBITIONS. 
Lists  of  the  Library  courses  of  free  lectures  given  during  the 
season,  of  the  lectures  given  under  the  auspices  of  various  civic 
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societies,  and  of  the  public  exhibitions  held  at  the  Central  Library 
during  the  year,  may  be  found  on  pages  60-63  of  the  Appendix. 
As  in  former  years,  the  record  covers  the  period  from  die  fall 
of  1921  through  the  spring  of  1922. 

In  the  public  lecture  course  on  Thursday  evenings  and  Sunday 
afternoons  are  included,  as  in  former  years,  the  course  on  out- 
door life  provided  by  the  Field  and  Forest  Club,  and  the  course 
on  the  drama  and  theatre  provided  by  the  Drama  League.  The 
Boston  Ruskin  Club  continued  its  public  meetings  and  lectures 
on  alternate  Mondays. 

The  demand  for  the  use  of  the  Lecture  Hall  has  increased 
to  such  a  degree  that  requests  have  to  be  denied  repeatedly ;  the 
hall  was  in  use  every  evening,  most  of  the  aftemocMis,  and  many 
forenoons  during  the  winter.  University  Elxtension  courses  on 
the  following  topics  were  given  in  the  Hall :  Survey  of  Ejiglish 
Literature (  to  Library  assistants).  Elementary  Ejiglish  Compo- 
nticHi,  Conversational  French,  Conversational  Spanish,  Present- 
day  Exonomics,  Foreign  Trade,  and  Public  Speaking.  A  course 
on  die  Appreciation  of  Music  was  given  by  the  Trade  Union 
College.  EJght  public  lectures  were  given  under  the  auspices 
of  the  New  Elngland  Home  Exonomics  Association  and  six 
by  the  Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs. 
Meetings  were  held  by  the  Women's  Auxiliary  of  the  American 
Legion,  Boston  Elementary  Teachers'  Club,  the  Massachusetts 
Library  Club,  Women's  Municipal  League,  National  Council  of 
Geography  Teachers,  Parent -Teachers  Association,  American 
Folk  Lore  Society,  and  the  New  Elngland  Anti-Vivisection 
Society.  The  Dickens  Fellowshq>  agam  provided  the  annual 
pre-Christmas  reading  of  Dickens's  Christmas  Carol 

Two  largely  attended  public  meetings  were  held  by  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Section,  National  Civic  Federation,  and  the  Massa- 
chusetts Public  Interest  League,  to  discuss  reflectively  the 
Shqipard -Towner  and  the  Towner-Sterling  bills. 

As  the  current  year  marks  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the 
free  lecture  courses  given  in  the  main  Lecture  Hall,  it  has  seemed 
appropriate  to  print  an  account  of  their  growth  and  development 
They  have  given  great  enjoyment  and  instruction  to  thousands 
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of  the  citizens  of  Boston  and  the  neighboring  municipalities 
From  their  inception  they  have  been  under  the  thoughtful  direc- 
tion of  the  Assistant  Librarian.  Mr.  Fleischner,  whose  interesting 
sketch  may  be  found  on  page  57  of  the  Appendix. 

Tbe  Pilgrim  Tercentenary  Exhibition  described  in  the  last 
Annual  Report  was  continued  into  September,  and  afforded  in- 
terest and  instruction  to  thousands  of  summer  tourists. 

In  connection  with  the  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation held  in  June  there  was  exhibited  Dr.  Eldward  C.  Street- 
er's  notable  collection  of  early  medical  texts,  supplemented  by 
some  items  loaned  by  the  Boston  Medical  Library. 

An  exhibition  of  representative  books,  prints  and  photographs 
relating  to  Dante  and  the  sexcentenary  of  the  poet's  death  was 
held  in  September;  the  books  remained  on  view  until  the  end 
of  the  year. 

The  unique  collection  of  original  autographs,  letters  and 
sketches  contributed  by  world-famous  personages  for  the  **Book 
of  the  Fatherless  Children  of  France**  was  exhibited  publicly  for 
the  first  time,  and  attracted  numerous  visitors  during  November. 

The  exhibiticHi  of  the  Boston  Young  Men's  Christian  Union 
Camera  Club  proved  to  be  an  inspiring  display  of  artistic  photog- 
raphy, and  revealed  unsuspected  beauties  in  familiar  Boston 
3pots. 

In  January  the  original  drawings  for  the  proposed  Boston 
war  memorial,  submitted  by  the  Mayor's  Committee,  were  shown 
in  Sargent  Hall  and  attracted  much  attention. 

Other  loan  exhibits  of  wide  popularity  were  the  Poster  com- 
petitions for  school  children,  held  by  the  Junior  Red  Cross  and 
the  Massachusetts  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Ani- 
mals. 

REPAIRS  AND  IMPROVEMENTS. 

For  the  first  time  in  a  period  of  years  it  has  been  possible  to 
undertake  some  repairs  of  major  importance. 

Elxtensive  work  has  been  done  on  the  roofs  of  the  Brighton* 
Charlestown,  North  End,  West  End  and  East  Boston  branches 
and  the  Lower  Mills  and  Faneuil  reading  rooms.      Elxterior 
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painting  has  been  done  on  the  Brighton,  Charlestown,  East  Bos- 
ton, Hyde  Park,  North  End  and  West  End  branches,  and  the 
Lower  Mills  and  Faneuil  reading  rooms.  Interior  painting 
has  been  done  at  the  East  Boston  and  North  End  branches. 
Important  carpentry  repair  work  has  also  been  done  at  most  of 
the  above  places,  in  addition  to  considerable  masonry  work  and 
steamfitting.  Electric  lights  have  been  installed  at  the  Faneuil 
Reading  Room,  and  a  more  modem  lighting  equipment  at  the 
North  End  Branch,  the  Tyler  Street  Reading  Room  and  in  the 
Children's  Room  at  the  Brighton  Branch. 

With  the  approval  of  the  Mayor,  die  Trustees  advertised  in 
the  Cifp  Record  of  July  30  and  August  6  for  proposals  for  the 
installation  and  completion  of  a  new  electric  passenger  elevator 
m  the  Central  Library  Building.  The  contract  was  awarded 
to  the  F.  W.  Payne  Company  for  the  sum  of  $5,624.  The 
work  on  the  elevator  was  completed  on  November  30.  The 
new  equipment  is  a  convenience  long  desired  by  the  public. 

An  attractive  children's  story  hour  room  has  been  secured  at 
the  Brighton  Branch  by  partitioning  otf  a  section  of  the  basement 
The  Children's  Room  at  the  Dorchester  Branch  has  been  entire- 
ly rearranged  and  refitted  making  an  attractive  room.  Con- 
fidence is  expressed  that  the  work  with  die  children  of  this  dis- 
trict will  be  materially  enlarged,  now  that  the  children's  quarters 
have  been  made  so  satisfactory. 

Serious  consideration  must  be  given  immediately  to  the  need 
of  a  thorough  overhauling  and  extension  of  the  pneumatic  tube 
and  electric  book  carrier  systems  in  the  Central  Library.  Both 
have  been  in  use  since  the  building  was  first  occupied  and  now 
need  almost  constant  tinkering  and  repairs  in  order  that  even 
unsatisfactory  service  may  be  secured.  A  new  up-to-date  in- 
stallation will  be  necessary  if  quick  book  delivery  from  distant 
parts  of  the  stacks  is  to  be  secured ;  the  improvement  is  of  suffi- 
cient in4x>rtance  to  justify  a  somewhat  large  expenditure  for  the 
necessary  equipment 

In  the  building  of  the  Blagden  Street  Annex  during  the  war 
period  two  entire  floors  were  left  unfinished  on  account  of  scarcity 
of  steel  and  other  materials,  and  the  hig^  cost  of  labor;    thu 
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barren,  unproductive  and  mudi  needed  space  is  a  sheer  waste 
of  capacity  and  increases  the  overhead  ei9>ense.  The  cost  of 
the  three  steel  stacks  installed  was  provided  by  means  outude 
the  appropriation  for  the  building  or  the  regular  city  ai^ropria- 
tion. 

Additional  riack  room  is  urgei^y  needed,  and  a  reanange- 
ment  for  the  Special  Libraries  Department  on  account  of  the 
constant  growth  of  the  Technology  Division  is  of  pareunount 
importance;  this  divisicm  ought  to  be  provided  with  a  nnv  lo- 
cation. Some  preliminary  studies  have  been  made  to  provide 
a  reference  room  luid  stack  room  in  the  two  unfinished  floors  and 
also  to  provide  similar  accommodations  for  the  inconveniently 
located  Statistical  Department,  with  entrance  to  both  depart- 
ments from  the  Speci2il  Libraries  floor. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  repairs  and  improvements  in  the  Lec- 
ture Hall,  postponed  for  so  many  years,  are  still  impossible. 
The  ventilation  is  criminally  bad  and  the  Hall  itself  is  distress- 
ingly dingy.  The  ti6S.hon  of  a  moving  picture  equifsnent,  re- 
peatedly recommended  by  the  Examining  Committees  and  fav- 
orably considered  by  the  Trustees,  is  certainly  necessary  in  an 
up-to-date  public  hall. 

STAFF   INSTRUCTION. 

Twelve  members  of  the  Library  staff  registered  at  Simmcms 
College  during  the  year  in  seven  library  courses  and  also  in 
courses  in  French,  Spanish.  History.  Elconomics.  and  Psychol- 
ogy. An  unusual  opportunity  is  offered  to  the  employees  of 
the  institution,  when  it  is  realized  that  practically  all  courses 
offered  by  the  College,  through  die  courtesy  of  its  President 
and  Corporation,  are  available  to  them  without  expense  on  recom- 
mendation of  the  Librarian.  The  difficulty  of  sparing  them 
hoia  die  daily  routine  of  work  is  perhaps  the  chief  reason  whjr 
assistants  have  not  enrolled  for  courses  in  larger  numbers. 

Professor  R.  E.  Rogers  of  the  Department  of  English  and 
History  of  the  Massachusets  Institute  of  Technology,  began  on 
January  6.  the  first  of  a  series  of  twenty  lectures  on  Outlines  of 
Elngli^  Literature,  being  a  special  survey  for  library  assistants. 
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The  course  is  presented  on  request  through  the  Ejctension  Divi^ 
sion  of  the  State  Board  of  Elducation. 

A  series  of  Informal  Talks  and  Round  Table  Conferences, 
planned  for  the  younger  employees  of  the  Library,  began  on 
January  5  and  Vill  extend  to  April  27.  The  course  is  except 
donal  inasmuch  as  it  does  not  aim  to  give  formal  instruction.  It 
will  consist,  rather,  of  hcHnely  and  interesting  addresses  by  suc- 
cessful librarians  on  their  work  in  odier  libraries,  showing  the 
ambitious  and  persistent  young  assistant  a  sure  way  to  recogni- 
tion and  advancement  The  value  of  such  a  course  ^ould  be 
marked;  the  outcome  of  the  series  will  be  noted  with  much  in- 
terest 

AMERICAN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 

The  national  Library  Assodation,  composed  of  librarians 
and  library  trustees,  held  its  forty-third  annual  Conference  at 
Swampscott,  Massachusetts,  during  the  week  of  June  20th. 
The  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  joined  with  the  Board  of 
Free  Public  Library  Ccxnmissioners  of  the  Commonwealth  in 
inviting  the  members  of  the  Association  to  a  meeting  on  Thurs- 
day, June  23,  held  in  the  open  court  of  the  Central  Library 
which  was  appropriately  decorated  and  lighted  for  the  occa- 
sion. Among  the  speakers  were  His  Excellency  the  Governor, 
His  Honor  the  Mayor,  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
Josephine  Preston  Peabody  (Marks),  Robert  Frost  and  Joseph 
C.  Lincoln.  Music  was  furnished  by  the  Harvard  Alumni 
Chorus  and  the  Footlight  Orchestra.  The  occasion  was 
a  memorable  one  for  the  Public  Library  and  the  American  Li- 
brary Association. 

CONCLUSION. 

The  resignation  of  the  following  persons,  long  in  the  employ  of 
the  Library,  is  noted  with  appreciation  of  their  devoted  services : 
Frances  H.  Goddard,  on  July  13,  after  nearly  twenty-eight 
years  service  in  the  Ordering  Department;  Walter  G.  Forsyth, 
on  September  22  after  nearly  twenty  years  given  to  work  in  the 
Catalogue,  Reference,  and  Special  Libraries  departments. 
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With  deqiest  regret  is  recorded  the  death  of  Lindsay  Swift, 
Editor  of  Library  publications,  which  occurred  suddenly  on 
September  1 1  after  over  forty-three  years  association  widi  the 
Institution. 

The  Librarian  wishes  to  diank  all  the  employees  of  die  Li- 
brary system  for  the  services  they  have  rendered  during  the  year. 
A  formal  annual  report  does  not  give  opportunity  to  review  and 
specify  the  good  work  carried  on  quietly,  regularly  and  efficiently 
by  many  persons  in  the  several  deparbnents.  The  sum  total  of 
all  individual  honest  effort  on  the  part  of  chiefs  of  departments, 
librarians  of  branches  and  reading  rooms,  and  from  members 
of  the  staff  generally,  has  added  prestige  to  the  work  of  the  U- 
braiy  and  is  gratefully  acknowledged. 

During  the  past  year,  as  previously,  recognition  is  made  of  the 
sympathetic,  loyal  service  of  Mr.  Otto  Fleischner,  Assistant 
Librarian. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  F.  D.  Bexden, 

Librarian. 


APPENDIX. 


TABLES  OF  CENTRAL.  BRANCH  AND  READING  ROOM 

QRCULATION. 


1916-17 

1917-18 

1918-19 

1919L.20 

1920-21 

1921-22 

Ceatnl  Libiary     . 

431.846 

439^7 

441.582 

507.038 

551.190 

591,640 

BxANCHca: 

DFI^^lOB 

H871 

58.038 

58.764 

71.720 

75273 

79397 

QiarlettoWB 

78.510 

78.549 

.    70.828 

80.900 

91.455 

98.780 

CoHman  Square  • 

80.557 

87.038 

78.694 

85.246 

91.721 

101.792 

Dorcliesier   . 

59.284 

59.719 

60.513 

68.173 

68373 

70396 

EmI  Bocton 

94.036 

101.119 

94.971 

115.062 

111.813 

120234 

Hyde  Park  . 

74.404 

75.726 

70363 

78.444 

79.592 

80355 

Janaica    Plaiii    . 

47.933 

48.978 

48.306 

55.771 

58228 

60,507 

Nordi  End  . 

43.354 

51.406 

42.123 

59.676 

69.846 

85.187 

Roclindale    • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

«  •  •  ■ 

66.798 

73310 

80.879 

Roxbinry 

81.500 

74.919 

71.418 

74.024 

80.469 

80,933 

South  Boilon 

92364 

91.503 

89.478 

100.602 

104.979 

121.194 

Soun  End  • 

95308 

94.470 

87.465 

94.386 

99.751 

97.403 

Upkamt  Comer  . 

104.514 

108.170 

100.009 

111.186 

113.846 

1 19375 

WancB  Street 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  ■ 

•  •  •  • 

88.720 

94.991 

104.412 

Wert  End    . 

121.420 

112.255 

107.181 

114.162 

123.137 

136.431 

Wert  Rodiurr     . 

45.561 

47341 

51.519 

55.273 

54.956 

66.470 

Reamnc  Roohs: 

Lower  Mills 

17.607 

18.546 

17397 

18308 

18.040 

17,765 

Rotlindale    • 

5\J2\ 

51.399 

56.918 

•  •  •  ■ 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

Mattapaa 

13.620 

14.068 

14.757 

16.351 

16.439 

20,499 

Nepoatet 

18.641 

15.530 

18.474 

19.433 

22.630 

28.789 

Mt.  Bowdoin 

47.728 

52.790 

53.200 

68.177 

73.620 

80,492 

AllstoB 

38.534 

38.257 

41.217 

43.492 

41369 

47328 

Mt  Pleasant 

41.432 

40.092 

42.690 

48,098 

49.949 

57.562 

Tyler  Stieet 

22.983 

16.632 

12.556 

15.587 

31.343 

40,039 

^Mrarren  Street 

66.890 

73.096 

78.723 

«  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  ■  • 

Roxbnry  Crossing 

30.647 

32.873 

37.652 

43.232 

47.030 

57,609 

Doyblon  Station  . 

31.140 

33.700 

33.163 

40.758 

44.829 

50.033 

Andrew  Square   . 

26,640 

27.264 

27.266 

29.726 

30.761 

33.944 

Orient  Heights      . 

13,753 

13.777 

14.%7 

21.133 

21.934 

27.970 

Gly  Point  . 

56,612 

48.503 

43.744 

33.784 

34.510 

30300 

Parker  Hill 

45.219 

46.250 

40.044 

52,846 

48.891 

49209 

r  anenil 

22.109 

22.625 

21.571 

22.626 

24.001 

24.913 

JelFrica  Point 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  ■  ■ 

•    •    •    • 

10309 

Total 


2,050238  2.074.455  2,028.053  2300.732  2,448,776  2.672.646 


1521 


From  die  above  table  it  may  be  seen  diat  the  drculation 
from  the  Central  Library  has  shown  not  only  a  steady  in- 
crease from  one  year  to  die  next  but  also  that  the  ratio  of 
increase  shows  a  marked  advance  since  die  end  of  die  war. 
It  will  be  seen  also  diat  die  circulation  from  die  branches  and 
reading  rooms  has  increased  from  year  to  year  except  during 
1818—19  when,  owing  to  die  coal  shortage,  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  effect  a  considerable  curtailment  of  die  hours  during  which 
die  branch  libraries  were  open. 

These  facts  will  perhaps  appear  more  clearly  if  the  net  gains 
and  losses  in  circulation  are  presented*  apart  from  the  totals, 
in  the  following  form: 

VOLUMES 

1917-16  gain  over  preceding  year 24^17 

I9IM9  lots  from  precedbg  ytmt 46,402 

1919-20  gain  over  piecediiig  year 272^79 

1920-21  gain  attt  preceding  year 148.044 

1921-22  gain  over  prececfing  year 223,670 


USE  OF  BOOKS. 


CIRCULATION  FROM  CENTRAL  BY  MONTHS. 


HOME  USE 

MIIECr. 

February,  1921 

36.206 

March, 

35.291 

April. 

34.066 

M«y. 

31.246 

,       .           24.599 

19.267 

Al«Ml.          **      . 

.       .           20.975 

SeplcBiber, 

20.771 

October.        ••      < 

26.996 

NoYenber, 

34.920 

December, 

35.224 

January,     1922  . 

33,002 

HOME  USE 

THROUGH 

BRANCH  DEFT. 

12.555 

10.700 
10.174 

6.246 

7.576 

5.052 

5374 

4.631 

6,194 
10.074 
14.662 
11.062 


SCHOOLS  AND 
INSTITUTIONS 

THROUGH 
BRANCH  DEFT. 

15,067 

14,711 
16.005 
15.172 
16.129 

1,660 

1.645 

1.465 

6.707 
11.762 
12.894 
17.114 


TOTAU. 

65330 
60.702 
60,265 
H666 
46.304 
26.179 
27.994 
27.087 
39.899 
56.756 
62,780 
61,178 


Totalt.  •         3H567  106,502  130,551  591,640 

The  figures  of  total  circulation  for  the  year  as  shown  in  the 
first  table  are  distributed  in  the  customary  form  in  the  table  to 
be  found  on  the  next  page. 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF  TOTAL  CIRCULATION. 


USE. 

iNsimmoNs. 

TOTAL. 

HOME 

SCHOOLS  and 

Central  Libraky: 

a.  Direct 354.587 

h,  Thioiiiji  brandiet  and  reading  rooms         106,502 

c.  Schools     and     institulioiis,     throo^ 

Branck  Dept       .... 

130.551 

591.640 

Branches: 

BrifihiDii 48.310 

31.087 

79397 

Qiarlestown 

68.605 

10.175 

98.760 

97.304 

4.488 

101.792 

Dorchcsler    . 

61312 

9.084 

70396 

EastBoaton. 

103J290 

16.944 

120.234 

Hyde  Park  .        . 

76.778 

4.077 

80355 

Jamaica  Plain 

52,547 

7.960 

60.507 

North  End   . 

81.598 

3.589 

85.187 

Roslindale    . 

78.540 

2339 

80379 

Rodnxry 

63.535 

17398 

80.933 

Sontti  Boston 

106^167 

15.027 

121.194 

South  End    . 

86.055 

11.348 

97.403 

Upham's  Comer   . 

109398 

9.977 

1 19375 

Warren  Street 

103.892 

520 

104.412 

West  End    .        . 

123.166 

13.265 

136.431 

West  RoJbmj 

H52I 

11.949 

66.470 

1335.018 

169.227 

1.504.245 

Reading  Rooms: 

Lower  MiOs 17.765 

•  •  •  • 

17.765 

20.499 

•  •  •  • 

20.499 

Neponset 

28.789 

•  •  •  • 

28.789 

Ml  Bowdoin 

80.492 

•  •  •  < 

80,492 

AHslon 

47328 

•  •  •  • 

47328 

Mt  Pleasant 

57.562 

•  •  •  • 

57.562 

Tyler  Street 

39.208 

831 

40.039 

Roxbury  Crossing 

57,609 

•  •  •  • 

57.609 

Boylslon  Station    . 

50.033 

•  •  •  • 

50.033 

Andrew  Square    < 

33.944 

•  «  •  • 

33.944 

Parker  Hill  .         . 

49.209 

•  •  •  • 

49.209 

Orient  Heights     . 

27.970 

•  •  •  • 

27.970 

Gty  Point    . 

30300 

•  •  •  • 

30300 

Faneuil 

24.913 

•  •  •  • 

24.913 

Jeiffries    Point 

10309 

•  •  •  • 

10309 

575.930  831 

These  figures  are  condensed  into  die  following : 

Books  lent  for  home  use,  including  circulation  through 

schools  and  institutions. 

From  Central  Library  (including  Central  Library  books  issued  through  die 
branches  and  reading  rooms) 

From  branches  and  reading  rooms  (other  than  books  received  from  Cen- 
tral Library) 


576.761 


591.640 
2.081.006 


Total  number  of  volumes  lent  for  home  use  and  dirougji  schools  and 
institutions 


2.672.646 


154) 


107.996 

3H567 

106,W2 

427367     

461:069 

t  .227304 
505.r36 

l33S^ie 

575.9J0 

1.732.440     

1.910.948 

288.969 

men 

2.448.776 

2,672,646 

Undet  the  inter-library  loan  system  widi  other  Hbraries  the 
following  use  of  books  for  the  purpose  of  serious  researdi  is 
shown  for  two  successive  years: 

1920^1.        1921-21 
nM«MKhiuttH       1311  I31S 


Totah 


BonaWRi  fnm  otf>er  libraria  for  n*c  here 


279 
1.569 


306 
1,621 


llie  clasified  "home-use"  circulaticm  of  the  branches  and 
reading  rooms  was  as  follows,  for  two  successive  years : 


19 

20-21. 

1921-22 

Branches: 

PERCENTACE. 

V<n.UHES.      PEKXNTiO. 

Ictioa  for  «I«l<i      . 

357.546 

293 

399.455              30 

140.095 

11.5 

144.243              11 

a*<d1.  lictiM  .         . 

490,095 

40.1 

515342              39 

nvaule  non-fiction   . 

233.544 

19.1 

269.694              20 

Reamnc  Rooks: 

FiclioQ       .         .         . 

351.656 

70.0 

397.402              69 

Non-ficboo          .          . 

.        153,478 

30.0 

178.528              31 

At  the  Central  LHirary  the  classified  "home-use*'  circulatioo 
shows  the  following  percentages : 

1920^21.  1921^ 

PERCENTAGES.  PEKUTMIi' 

Fklioo 4933+  46i6f 

Noa-aeiioa 50.66+  5133+ 
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BOOK  ACCESSKH^. 

BOOKS  ACQUIRED  BY   PURCHASE. 

I 

1920-21.  1921-22. 

For  the  Ceatiml  Library: 

From  Gly  i4>proprialioii    .  7.865  7.709 

Fwom  tnvt  funck  income  3,222  3A6\ 


11.087     11,170 


For  bnncliet  and  reading  roont: 
Fioai  Gty  appropriation    .  34,2^  53,875 

From  trust  fnnds  income  423  .... 


34^6W     53.875 

Bj  Fellowci  AlfacMMHi  (for  llm  Rox- 
bvr  Branch) 1.053  1.140 


Totab 46J809  66.185 

Of  the  1 ,200  volumes  acquired  by  the  Fellowes  Athenaeum 
during  the  past  year,  1 , 1 40  were  purchases,  54  were  gifts,  and 
6  were  of  periodicals  bound. 

The  following  statement  includes  the  accessions  by  purchase 
combined  with  books  received  by  gift  or  otherwise : 


CENTIUU..     BRANCHES. 


VDLOMtS. 
TOTAL 


Accettions  hj  purchase  (including  1,140  volumes 

V7  FeOowes  Athenaeum  for  Rozbury  Branch])  11.170  55,015  66,185 

Accessions  by  gift  (including  54  volumes  through 

Fellowes  Athenseum  for  Rozbury  Branch)  8,102  1,669  9,771 

Accessions  by  Statistical  Department  .  193  ....  193 

Accessions  by  exchange 95  ....  95 

Accesnons   by  periodicab   bound    (including  6 

difough    Fellowes    Athenaeum    for    Rozbury 

Branch) 1,367  125  1,492 

Accesoons  of  newspapers  bound        •  145  ....  145 

21.072         56.809         77,881 


THE  CATALOGUE. 

VOLS.  AND         ,.^,.  VOLS.  AND  .,^,. 

,^.             TTTLES.  •««— «  TITLES. 

PARTS.  PABTS. 

Catalogued  (new):                                                1920-21.  1921-22. 

Central  library  Catalogue        .        .        22,077        12,868  31,022  14^608 

Serials 4,000         ....  4,040  .... 

Branches 31,110       26,943  46,591  39.512 

Recalalogned 19.037        11224  18.872  6,129 


Totals 76.224       51.035         100.525       60,249 
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SHELF  DEPARTMENT. 

The  number  of  volumes  shelved  and  thus  made  available  foi 
public  use,  taken  from  the  report  of  the  Shelf  Department*  is: 

Placed  on  the  Central  Library  ihelyet  during  the  ]rear: 
General  collection,  new  books  (including  continuations)    .... 

Special  collection,  new  books  and  transfers 

Books  reported  lost  or  mining  in  preyious  years,  but  now  found,  transfers 
from  branches,  etc 


Removed  from  Central  Library  shelves  during  die  year: 

Books  reported  lost  or  missing,  condemned  copies  not  yet  replaced,  trans- 
fers, etc 


27^ 
1480 

1.583 

30.790 


Net  gain.  Central  Library  .... 
Net  gain  at  branches  (including  reading-rooms) 


10,690 

20,100 
13.601 


Net  gain,  entire  library  system 33,701 

The  total  number  of  volumes  available  for  public  use  at  the 
end  of  each  year  since  the  formation  of  the  Library  is  shown  in 
the  following  statement: 


1852-53      . 

9.688 

1881-82      . 

404,221 

1853-54      . 

16,221 

1882-83      . 

422,116 

1854^55      .       . 

22.617 

1883^84      . 

438.594 

1855-56      . 

28,080 

1884-85      . 

.       453,947 

1856-57      . 

34.896 

1885  .       . 

460.993 

1857-58      . 

70.851 

1886  .       . 

.       479.421 

1858-59      . 

78.043 

1887  .       . 

492,956 

1859-60      . 

85.031 

1888  .        . 

505372 

1860-61      . 

97386 

1889  .       . 

.        .       520JOS 

1861-62      . 

105.034 

1890  .        . 

.        .       536.027 

1862-63      .        . 

110,563 

1891    . 

556^83 

1863-64      . 

116.934 

1892  .        . 

.       .       576J37 

1864^5      .        . 

123.016 

1893   . 

.       .       597.152 

1865-66      . 

130.678 

1894  .        . 

.       610375 

1866-67      . 

136.080 

1895  . 

.       .       628.297 

1867-68      . 

144.092 

1896-97     . 

663.763 

1868-69      . 

152.7% 

1897-98      . 

.        .       698,888 

1869-70      . 

160,573 

1898-99      . 

.        .       716.050 

1870-71 

179.250 

1899-1900  . 

.       .       746383 

1871-72      . 

192.958 

1900^1 

781377 

1872-73      .       , 

209.456 

1901-02 

.       .       812.264 

1873-74      .       , 

260.550 

1902-03 

.       .       835.904 

1874-75      . 

,       276,918 

1903-04 

.       .       848^ 

187S-76      . 

297.873 

1904-05 

.       871,050 

1876-77      . 

.       312,010 

1905-06 

.       878,933 

1877-78     . 

345,734 

1906^7 

.        .       903349 

1878-79      . 

360,%3 

1907-08 

.       .       922348 

1879-80      . 

377,225 

1908-09 

.       .       941.024 

1880-81 

390,982 

1909-10 

.        .       961.522 

1571 


t910~l  I 
1911-12 
1912-13 
1913-14 
1914-15 
1915-16 


967.268 
1.006.717 
1.049.011 
1.067.103 
1.098.702 
U21.747 


1916-17 
1917-18 
1918-19 
1919-20 
1920-21 
1921-22 


1.139.682 
1.157326 
1.173.695 
1.197,498 
1.224.510 
1 .258^211 


Volumes  m  entire  library  fyitem 
Voloiiies  in  lbs  braacbes  and 


These  volumes  are  located  as  follows : 


CcBtral  Library 
Bri^lon 
CbarletlDwn 
Codman  Square 
lAHfchesler  • 
EatI  Botlon 
Hyde  Park. 

feBaica  Plain 
rdiEnd. 

Rotlindale   . 

Rmd^ry: 
Fellowes  Adiencom  30.932 
Owned  by  City        6333 

Total,  Rozbovy 

Sondi  Boilon 

Soun  uid  . 

Upham't  Comer 

warren 


944.914 

17.104 

16.547 

7.941 

19274 

19.468 

30355 

17.461 

8.026 

9.709 


37265 
17.554 
14.565 
10218 
6.320 


West  End  . 
West  Rozbury 
Lower  Mills 
Mattapan 
Neponsel 
Mt  Bowdoin 
Allston 
Mt  Pleasant 
Tyler  Street 
Roxbury  Crossing 
Boylston  Station 
Andrew  Square 
Orient  Heists 
City  Point  . 
Parker  HiU 
Faneuil 
Jeffries  Point 


1258211 
313297 


19.752 
11.465 
1.590 
1.745 
2333 
7363 
3.418 
4.771 
4.166 
3.745 
3.716 
3,191 
3.033 
4.291 
2.1^ 
2.978 
1.764 


FREE  PUBLIC  LECTURES. 

The  first  public  lecture  in  the  present  Library  building  was 
given  in  March,  1 897.  It  seems  proper  therefore  to  take  some 
cognizance  of  the  25th  anniversary  of  what  has  develc^d  into 
an  important  Library  activity. 

The  early  lectures  were  exclusively  on  subjects  relating  to  the 
fine  arts,  and  were  the  expansion  of  niunerous  classes  and  club 
meetings  held  in  the  recently  opened  Fine  Arts  Deprtment,  as  a 
means  of  bringing  the  collections  of  books  and  photographs  to 
Ae  attention  of  school  teachers,  architects,  artists  and  the  general 
public.  The  first  illustrated  lectures  were  given  under  the  aus^ 
pices  and  at  the  expense  of  the  Unity  Art  Club  and  the  Pallas 
Club.  The  attendance  was  so  large  at  the  very  beginning  that 
tome  of  the  lectures  had  to  be  repeated  several  times. 

The  present  Lecture  Hall  was  used  at  that  period  as  a  news* 
paper  reading  room,  and  all  kinds  of  makeshifts  had  to  be  re^ 
sorted  to  in  the  attempt  to  accommodate  the  public  lectures. 
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The  present  Exhibition  Room,  the  Barton  Room,  and  the  room 
now  occupied  by  the  Statistical  Department  were  used  in  suc- 
cession. 

The  Lecture  Hall  was  formally  opened  on  May  17,  1899. 
Advantage  was  taken  of  the  gift  of  a  copy  of  Chantrey*s  bust 
of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  and  the  unveiling  of  die  bust  was  made  the 
occasion  of  the  opening  of  the  hall.  President  Solomon  Lin- 
coln of  the  Board  of  Trustees  presided,  and  the  principal  ad- 
dress was  delivered  by  President  Charles  W.  Eliot  of  Harvard 
University;  other  speakers  were  Rev.  James  De  Normandie, 
Mayor  Josiah  Quincy,  Prof.  A.  Lawrence  Lowell,  Edward 
Robinson,  Director  of  tfie  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  and  Hon. 
Charles  Francis  Adams. 

Under  the  direct  auspices  of  the  Library  Trustees,  a  course  of 
lectures  was  given  in  the  new  Lecture  Hall  in  March  and  ApriL 
1900.  The  speakers  were  Messrs.  Whitney,  Swift,  Ford  and 
Fleischner  of  the  Library  staff.  Col.  T.  W.  Higginson,  Dr. 
William  Everett,  Rev.  E.  E.  Hale,  and  Mr.  C.  W.  Ernst 

A  second  course  offered  by  the  Trustees,  on  Methods  of 
Municipal  Administration,  was  given  in  March  and  April,  190K 
the  speakers  being  Professors  A.  Lawrence  Lowell,  E.  Emer- 
ton,  Kuno  Francke,  and  F.  G.  Peabody  of  Harvard,  Prof.  W. 
T.  Sedgwick,  Mr.  Henry  Goodnough  and  Mr.  George  L.  Fox. 

A  third  course,  on  the  Aesthetic  Development  of  Cities,  was 
given  in  March,  April  and  May,  1 902. 

The  Unity  Art  Club  lectures  continued  until  1 904.  In  that 
year  what  may  be  called  tfie  "Thursday  evening  courses'*  were 
properly  inaugurated.  Regular  courses  were  provided  by  Ae 
Boston  Architectural  Club,  the  Society  of  Printers,  and  odier 
organizations. 

The  Field  and  Forest  Club  arranged  its  first  course  of  lec- 
tures on  outdoor  life  on  Monday  evenings  in  1910;  the  coarse 
was  combined  with  the  Thursday  evening  course  in  1915,  and 
still  continues  with  great  success. 

The  first  lecture  under  the  auspices  of  the  Boston  Ruskin 
Club  was  given  in  1907;  since  1914  the  Club  has  held  bi- 
weekly open  meetings  in  the  Lecture  Hall,  with  occasional  lec- 
tures on  general  topics. 
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The  Sunday  afternoon  lectures  were  begun  in  1912;  since 
that  year  the  Boston  Drama  League  has  provi(^  four  lectures 
annually  on  the  drama  and  die  stage,  with  growing  popularity. 

llie  first  music  lecture  was  given  by  die  late  Louis  C.  Elson  in 
1906.  At  least  four  lectures  on  music,  with  instrumental  or 
vocal  illustrations,  are  now  regularly  included  in  the  Sunday 
courses. 

Since  1906  die  programmes  for  the  entire  course  have  been 
printed  in  the  Bulletin  for  October. 

In  [900  a  stereopticon  was  purchasttl,  and  in  1920  a  Stein- 
way  grand  piano  was  added ;  it  is  hoped  that  a  movmg  picture 
equipment  will  be  installed  in  the  near  future. 

In  all.  nine  hundred  and  sixty  lectures  have  been  given  by 
five  hundred  lecturers,  of  whom  four  hundred  v^re  men  and 
one  hundred  women.  Of  diis  number,  about  thirty  were  archi- 
tects, thirty-two  professors  and  instructors  in  Harvard  Univer- 
sity, twelve  from  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  five  from  the  Massa- 
chusetts Normal  Art  School,  and  four  each  from  die  P^ic 
Schools  of  Boston,  Boston  College,  Boston  University,  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Institute  of  Technc^ogy,  and  Tufts  College;  ten 
lectures  were  given  by  members  of  the  Library  staff.  Yale, 
Brown,  Princeton,  Wellesley,  Simmons,  and  the  New  England 
Conservatory  of  Music  also  provided  one  or  more  lecturers  each. 
The  remainder  of  the  lecturers  have  been  professional  men  and 
women,  many  of  national  reputation,  travellers,  scholars,  and 
other  public-spirited  citizens. 

Space  does  not  permit  giving  even  a  partial  list  of  the  lec- 
turers. The  following  list  of  speakers  who  gave  four  or  more 
lectures  will  give  some  idea  of  the  readiness  of  busy  men  to  give 
dieir  services  for  the  public  good:  H.  T.  Bailey«  4;  C.  H. 
Bayley,  4;  £  .H.  Baynes,  7;  E.  C.  Black,  9;  J.  C.  Bowker, 
8;  F.  C.  Brown,  10;  C.  T.  Camith,  \0;  F.  H.  Chase,  6;  A. 
S.  Cooley,  19;  J.  R.  Coolidge,  Jr.,  7;  R.  A.  Cram,  6;  O. 
Downes,  10;  H.  EJliott,  5;  L.  C.  Elson,  4;  T.  A.  Fox,  4; 
C.  W.  Furlong,  4;  T.  I.  Gasson,  8;  H.  L.  Gideon,  12;  A. 
H.  Gilmer,  6;  F.  M.  Greene,  13;  F.  W.  Hersey,  31 ;  L. 
Jeffers,  5;  A.  M.  ICeyes,  4;  W.  H.  Kilham,  6;  J.  K.  Lacock, 
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4;  a  W.  Lee.  5;  L.  R.  Lewis.  5;  D.  G.  Lyon,  4;  L  C 
Ncwhall  5;  C  S.  Olcott.  4;  A.  KL  Peck.  4;  M  E.  Peck, 
10;  R  W.  Poor.  8;  H.  H.  Powers.  13;  G.  RkhankoB.  4; 
R.  E.  Rogers.  5;  A.  D.  Ropes.  7;  L.  M.  Rossi.  4;  A.  S. 
Schmidt.  5;  M.  A.  S.  Shannon.  14;  R.  C.  Stu^gis.  4;  H. 
Taylor.  4;  W.  L.  Underwood.  16;  F.  H.  Wade.  16;  H.  G 
Wadlin.  7;  C  H.  Walker.  12;  L.  Whiting.  4. 

These  bald  figures  give  no  idea  of  the  sacrifices  in  time  and 
energy  and  even  outlay  of  mcmey  of  the  unselfish  men  and 
women  who  without  hesitation  have  repeatedly  responded  to  die 
appeals  of  the  Assistant  Lft)rarian  for  achrice  and  help;  this  is 
especially  true  of  die  days  of  the  inception  and  early  growth  of 
die  Fine  Arts  Department  The  members  of  the  Boston  Archi- 
tectural Club  and  the' Society  of  Printers  will  well  remember  the 
consultati<Mis  and  meetings  held  to  arrange  suitable  lectures  and 
exhibitions  and  to  devise  an  attractive  bait  to  draw  an  audience. 

With  the  exception  of  four  or  five  cases  of  severe  weadier  or 
sickness^  all  the  lectures  were  given  as  announced  in  die  pro* 


grammes. 


THE  LECTURES  OF  1921-1922. 


All  lectures,  except  those  marked  with  an  asterisk  (*)  were  iDustrated 
with  lantera  slides. 


1921 

Oct  9. 

Oct  13. 

Oct  16. 

Oct  20. 

Oct  23. 

Oct  27. 

Oct  30. 


Nov.  3. 
Nov.  6. 
Nov.   10. 


*Daiite.    Charles  H.  Grandgent 

Italian  Art  in  the  time  of  Dante.    George  H.  EldgeU. 
*A  general  historical  Review  of  the  Art  of  Music     F.  Stuart 
Mason.    With  musical  ilhistradons. 
Dante  through  Catholic  Eyes.    Rev.  Mark  J.  McNeaL  S.J. 
The  Truth  about  Vivisection.     Elmest  Harold  Baynes. 
The  Land  of  William  Tell.    Francis  Henry  Wade. 
^Modern  American  Dramatists:    Introductory  Lecture,  Wal- 
ter, Moody,  Rachel  Crotfaers  and  others.    Frank  Chouteau 
Brown.     (Drama  League  Course.) 
New  England:   Its  Lakes,  Riven,  Mountains  and  SeacoasL 

Eugene  S.  Jones. 
Literary  Landmarb  at  Home  and  Abroad.      Charles  S. 

Olcott 
Our  National  Forests  and  the  Timber  Supply.     Philip  W. 
Ayres.     (Field  and  Forest  Cldb  Course.) 
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Nov.   1 3.  *FoIk  Music  of  the  Creoles.     Maud  Cun^  Hare.     Widi 

vocal  illustrations  by  William  H.  Richardson,  baritone. 

Nov.   1 7.     Florentine  Engraving.    FitzRoy  Carrington. 

Nov.  20.  ^Modern  American  Dramatists:  Edward  Sheld<Mi  and  "Ro- 
mance."   Robert  E.  Rogers.     (Drama  League  0>urse.) 

Nov.  27.     Author's  Reading  of  Poems.     Widi  introductory  talk  on 

Modem  Poetry.     Jeanne  Robert  Foster. 

Dec      I .     Jeanne  d'Arc.  —  Maid  of  France  and  Saint.    Rev.  William 

M.  Stinson,  S.J. 

Dec.      4.  ^Expression  of  Trudi  in  Science  and  Poetry.     Alfred  C. 

Lane. 

Dec  8.  Some  Italian  Mountains  of  Special  Interest.  Karl  P.  Har- 
rington.    (Field  and  Forest  Club  Course.) 

Dec.    II.     Modem  American  Dramatists:    Clyde  Fitch.     Albert  H. 

Gilmer.     (Drama  League  Course.) 

Dec.    15.     European  Collecting  Experiences.     Paul  J.  Sachs. 

Dec    18.  ^Patriotic  Songs  of  America.     John  P.   Marshall.     With 

musical  illustrations. 

Dec  22.     The  Roman  Catacombs.    Rev.  John  W.  H.  Corbett 

Dec.  29.     American  Furniture  of  the  Georgian  Period.     Allen  French. 

1922 

Jan.       t.     Lecture  Recital.     Eldward  A.  Thompson. 

Jan.      5.     Early  Indians:    Explorations  in  the  North  Woods  of  Maine. 

Warren  K.  Moorehead. 
Jan.      8.     Adventures  in  a  Land  of  Sunshine.    W.  Lyman  Underwood. 
Jan.    12.     Cave-Hunting.    Charles  Peabody.     (Field  and  Forest  Club 

Course.) 
Jan.    15.  *Some  aspects  of  Richard  Wagner*s  Art.     Hamilton  Craw- 
ford Macdougall.     With  musical  illustrations. 
Jan.     19.  *The  Great  Cycle  of  Painting.     Eben  F.  Comins.     With 

illustrations  on  the  blackboard. 
Jan.    22.     Wild  Brother;  the  Strangest  of  True  Stories  from  the  North 

Woods.    W.  Lyman  Underwood. 
Jan.    26.     Turkey  and  the  Near  East    Dr.  George  L.  Richards. 
Jan.    29.  *llie  Influence  of  the  Stage  on  die  Drama.     John  Tucker 

Murray.     (Drama  League  Course.) 
Feb.      2.     The  Boston  of   1822:    The  Political  Background  of  the 

Change  from  Town  to  City.     Samuel  Eliot  Morison. 
Feb.      5.  Charles  Dickens  in  die  Twendedi  Century.      E.  Charlton 

Black.     (Dickens  Fellowship.) 
Feb.     9.     Scenery  of  our  Western  Mountains.     Leroy  Jeffers.     (Field 

and  Forest  Club  Course.) 
Feb.    12.  ^Abraham  Lincoln.     Hon.  Michael  J.  Murray. 


[62] 


Feb. 
Feb. 


Feb. 
Feb. 


Mar. 

/ 

Mar. 
Mar. 

Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Apr. 
Apr. 


16.  The  Arnold  Arboretum.  Loring  Underwood.  IIlustnlBd 
widi  **direct  color**  autochrome  slides. 

19.  *The  Pros  and  0>ns  of  G>mmiinity  Music  Leo  R.  Lewis. 
With  musical  iHustrations  by  die  Tufts  College  Musical 
Club. 

23.     Devon:  The  Land  of  Sea  Kings.    Frank  Cheney  Hersey. 

26.  ^Modern  American  Dramatists:    Eugtioe  O'Neill  and  "Be- 
yond the  Horizon.**    Robert  E.  Rogers.    (Drama  League 
Course.) 
2.     The  Mediaeval  Glory  of  France:    Paris  and  the  Cathedral 
Cities.     Frederick  Parsons. 

5.  Wild  Life  in  and  near  Boston.    Manley  Bacon  Townsend. 
9.     Conservation  of  Bird  Life.     Herbert  V.  Neal.     (Field  and 

Forest  Club  Course.) 
12.  ^Spreading  the  News  in  *75.     Horace  G.  Wadlin. 
16.     Recent  American  Architecture.     J.  Randolph  CooUdge,  Jr. 
19.  ^Modern  French  Music.    Edward  B.  Hill.  Assisted  by  Mme. 

Suza  Doane,  pianist. 
23.     Michelangelo:   Sculptor,  Painter,  Poet.      Charles  Theodore 

Camitfa. 
26.  ^Modern  American  Dramatists:    Augustus  Thomas.     Frank 

Cheney  Hersey.     (Drama  League  Course.) 
30.     Boston  Becomes  a  City:     1822.      Its  social,  literary  and 

artistic  development.     Martha  A.  S.  Shannon. 
2.  ^Relationship  of  Poetry  and  Music     Mrs.  Beatric  K.  Sto- 

dola.     Illustrated  by  musical  readings  and  piano  solos 

by  Edwin  Stodola. 

6.  The  Romsuice  of  Time-Telling  from  the  Days  of  the  Cave 

man.    Samuel  Bernard. 
9.  *The  Music  of   Birds.      Arthur   Edward   Wilson.     With 
whistling  imitations. 


1921 
May 

June 

July 
August 
September 
October 


PUBLIC  EXHIBITIONS.  1921-1^22. 

Pilgrim  Tercentenary  Elzhibition. 

Foreign  Travel  Posters. 

Horsfall's  Drawings  of  Birds. 

Abbott  Thayer  Memorial. 

Edward  C.  Streeter  Collection  of  Early  Medical  Texts. 

Pilgrim  Tercentenary  Exhibition  (resumed). 

Pilgrim  Tercentenary  Elxhibition. 

Dante  Sexcentenary  Exhibition. 

Switzerland. 

New  England  Scenery. 


November   Mar«M  Fsch  mmI  Odicr  Frescb  GoKralt  W  Ae  Great  War. 
Howard  Leigh's  War  Lithograplv. 

Origiiuil  Autographs,  Letters  and  Sketches,  coiitrlbiited  by 
world-famous  personages  for  the  book  of  the  *T«iieilna 
Children  of  France/* 
Jeanne  d*Arc. 
December    Alpine  and  Other  Mountain  Scenery. 

Boston   1 .  M.  C  vJ.  Oaroera  GIik>  Exnbition:      Piclonal 
Possniuties  of  Boston. 
1922 

January       Curtis*s  American  Indians. 

Design  for  Proposed  War  Memorial  for  Boston. 

The  great  Cycle  of  Painting. 

Turkqr. 

Music  Exhibit  for  Meeting  of  Massachusetts  Library  Clab. 
Fd>ruary     A  A.  Hopkins  Collection  of  Dickensiana. 
March         Travel  Posters. 

Jumor  Red  Cross  Poster  Competition. 

Recent  Tendencies  in  American  Architecture. 

Michelangelo. 
April  Edward  Everett  Hale  Centenary. 

General  U.  S.  Grant  Centenary. 

Mass.  Society  for  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals  Poster 
v«<Mnpetition. 

THE  PRINTmG  DEPARrTMENT 

192(^-2!.    i^f-22. 

KeqmsifiDiis  leceivecl  and  fiOed 320  ^97 

Cvd  Curfiim  (Cmtal  LSbraiy): 

Tiilet  «KlMm  of  Stack  4  (Piklbg  DqiL  oM>l)      •       .  KM6  I5.49S 

Cvck  finidbed  (MchisiTe  of  exbM) 214.701  214396 

Cuid  Calalofue  (Bruidiet); 

Tract  f  Priiraiig  Dtpt.  ooont)      ......  400  d9& 

Cwit  fbilioa  («iebh»  of  ctfTM) 20,966  30;966 

Sm IJ87  \J75 

BUk  iamm  (maA^nd  ims)      ......  3^43.188  3.695.995 

Fomtt,  circulan  aacl  flaBcTnes  (ouliide  numbered  wries)  .  26Z,2tO  46^767 

CidUogwB  9Ba  pampUeli       .......  149,006  162,466 

THE  BfHDEMY. 

t920-2I.     t92T-22. 

Homber  of  Totumet  bomKl  in  various  ilTlet    ....  43,191  44,587 

MigazBMS  fMcbes         •••....•  2BD  £yf 

VoImms  aepMwd 2,27»  2#496 

Vokma  gonided VA&9  1361 

Mapt  nouBteo       •••••..••  7r  93 

PklDgrapItt  and  engravingi  mounted 3,054  4,492 

Limy  pablk^lien  foldkd,  tfilelied  and  trimmed    .  169,227  K3,747 
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BRANCHES  AND  READING  ROOMS. 

Extracts  from  Annual  Reports  of  Branch  and  Reading  Kocm 
Librarians. 

MT.  PLEASANT  READING  ROOM. 

The  work  with  high  school  pupils  in  the  library  is  particularly  in* 
teresttng.  They  come  seeking  knowledge  on  such  a  variety  of  subjects 
that  we  have  to  know  our  reference  books  very  well  in  order  to  answer 
their  questions.  Some  merely  want  to  know  the  name  and  location  of 
the  book  containing  the  information,  and  will  look  up  their  own  references. 
However,  when  younger  children  come  in  such  crowds,  all  one  class 
perhaps,  looking  for  the  same  matter  which  they  cannot  all  look  up  m 
one  encyclopaedia,  we  find  what  is  wanted  and  tell  them  about  it  or  read 
to  them  from  the  book  which  contains  the  desired  information.  Often 
the  children  do  not  understand  what  their  teacher  requires  of  diem  and 
come  asking  about  the  queerest  things.  Our  ingenuity  is  taxed  trying  to 
think  what  they  can  mean. 

A  careful  study  of  the  magazines  helps  us  a  great  deal,  and  when  a 
youthful  member  of  a  debating  club  wishes  material  on  some  current 
event  we  can  give  him  the  latest  and  best 

TYLER  STREET  READING  ROOM. 

Our  registration  has  increased  considerably  this  year  because  of  ow 
efforts  in  registering  at  the  schools.  Personally,  I  consider  our  registering 
the  eleven  classes  of  the  Quincy  Evening  Sdiool  dus  Fall,  one  of  our 
most  successful  jobs  of  the  year.  Tins  piece  of  work  was.  to  say  die 
least,  absorbingly  human  and  'from  an  Americanization  point  of  view 
exceedingly  valuable.  It  may  be  of  interest  to  tell  here  that  these  evraing 
school  classes  were  composed  wholly  of  adult  foreigners,  and  mosdy  new 
arrivals  who  could  not  speak  Elnglish.  These  were:  Syrians,  Greeks, 
Jews,  Italians,  Poles,  French,  Spaniards,  Germans,  and  Clunese, 
men  and  women,  and  most  of  the  registradcA  was  done  in  the  foreign 
languages,  by  the  library  workers,  who  between  them  managed  to  address 
the  classes  in  English,  Arabic,  Italian,  Yiddish,  Greek,  French,  Spanish, 
and  German.  When  our  vocabularies  in  these  respective  languages  ran 
short,  we  put  our  meaning  across  to  them  in  sympathetic  gestures  and  tones 
so  diat  they  almost  voted  us  their  pals.  On  the  whole,  they  voiomI  them- 
selves as  liking  the  "American  Library  Ladies,*'  and  we  are  confident  of 
the  fact  that  not  even  die  Shades  of  the  Mayflower  Puritans,  nor  Presi- 
dent Harding  himself,  could  find  any  flaw  in  our  honest  interpretation  of 
America,  and  its  opportunities  to  these,  our  eager  unfortunate  brethren, 
in  search  of  fields  and  pastures  new.  .  .  . 

Our  Adult  Room  is  daily  increasing  in  usefulness.  In  this  room  we 
have  placed  our  H>ecial  collection  of  foreign  books  in  Arabic,  Yiddish. 
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Greek,  Italian,  French,  with  a  splendid  colleclion  of  Easy  Elnglish.  and 
books  on  Gtizenship.  A  few  technical  and  non-fiction  books  have  also 
been  adcfed  with  the  hope  of  meeting  the  unemployment  situation  even 
partially,  diat  the  help  derived  from  these  technical  books  may  at  least 
qualify  some  for  better  jobs,  when  an  opportunity  comes.  The  room  is 
almost  always  filled  with  quiet  readers  of  many  different  rac^. 

The  Reference  Room  continues  to  be  the  most  popular  place  in  the  Li- 
brary, and  one  which  we  must  watch  very  closely  because  of  the  valuable 
books  added.  Every  one  using  this  room  is  supposed  to  be  on  his  honor, 
but  I  regret  to  report  that  many  do  not  known  the  definition  of  honor,  for 
the  mutilation  of  books  in  this  room  during  the  year  has  been  most  de« 
plorable. 

I  beEeve  that  we  may  truly  say  that  our  ccmstituency  is  the  most  varied 
one  in  the  entire  city  for  nationalities,  yet  it  is  quite  wonderful  to  have 
die  Library  serve  as  die  most  democratic  meeting  place  in  the  district 
Tlie  workers  are  obliged  to  use  foreign  languages  in  the  Library  daily, 
imd  this  use  is  most  welcome  to  the  adult  foreigner.  All  who  come  are 
Iteenly  appreciative  of  the  "Open  door**  and  the  warm  welcome  and 
bo^tality  which  we  aim  to  give  daily. 

Tlie  librarian  awarded  two  prizes  for  the  best  two  essays  oa  *' Abraham 
Lincoln.**  written  by  boys  who  use  the  library. 

We  have  had  an  illustrated  lecture  recital  on  "Birdland**  which  was 
attended  by  about  three  hundred  people,  and  a  very  delightful  reading  of 
^'Modern  Plays  and  Stories**  by  Mrs.  Louisa  James. 

Tlie  Dover-Broadway  G>mmunity  Giuncil  has  held  several  meetings 
at  die  library  in  the  forenoons. 

The  St.  James  Gnmcil  (Knights  of  G>lumbus)  held  a  meeting  at  the 
library. 

The  Committee  oil  Library  Extension  of  the  Soudi  End  Jewish  Wel- 
fare Centre  met  to  discuss  library  conditions  at  the  Tyler  Street  Library. 

The  Sjrrian  Club  held  a  meeting  at  the  Library. 

Tlie  local  committee  for  the  extension  of  better  neighboihood  condi- 
tbns  held  several  meetings  here  widi  one  of  the  Ebraiy  assistants  acting 


And  last,  but  not  least,  a  grand  patriotic  concert,  composed  of  local 
talent,  and  an  address  by  a  Civil  War  veteran.  Col.  Edward  O.  Skelton, 
was  attended  by  nearly  three  hundred  children  of  foreign  birth,  all  loudly 
proclaiming  themselves  Americans. 

We  have  taken  groups  of  children  to  as  many  things  as  we  could 
possibly  be  admitted  to  without  charge. 

CODMAN  SQUARE  BRANCH. 

We  are  having  the  story  hour  now  and  the  attendance  has  been  very 
good  up  to  the  last  two  times.  Our  average  attendance  up  to  the  last 
two  stc»ry  hours  was  1 00.     The  last  two  days  brought  the  average  down 
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to  92.6,  for  the  12  stoiy  koun.  Tlie  attendaiioe  of  the  giris  wat  aKrtyt 
greater  than  that  of  die  hoys,  except  once.  That  time  the  girb  were 
beaten  by  three.  Mr.  G>nneily.  the  Master  of  die  Emily  A.  FifieU 
School,  has  been  very  land  in  reminding  his  pupils  every  week  of  the  story 
hoar  so  diat  die  attendance  may  keep  up.  Each  vreek  one  of  die  girb 
takes  a  report  to  Mr.  Gmnelly  of  the  number  from  his  sdiool  who  wcm 
present  at  the  story  hour  and  how  they  behaved.  Some  of  the  stories 
told  were  Erdune  Dale,  Pioneer,  the  (Christmas  Rose,  Joyous  Quest,  mA 
fairy  stcrries  from  the  books  fay  Jacobs,  stories  of  Robin  Hood,  Yovag 
Lucretia,  Little  Friend  Lydia,  Solomon  Crow's  Christmas  Pockets,  and 
Pip,  from  Great  Expectations  .  .  . 

During  March,  April  and  May  I  had  classes  over  from  die  Dorchester 
High  School.  I  had  10  second  year  English  classes  and  3  fourdi  year 
En^sh  classes.  I  ekqoyed  having  the  classes  and  the  teachers  toM  me 
that  the  pupils  like  to  come  over  to  the  library  for  these  ta&s. 

We  have  quito  a  good  deal  of  reference  work  for  adidls.  A  MisHOn 
Circle  in  one  of  the  churches  studied  Japan  all  this  fall.  Several  ladies 
gave  five  minute  papers  each  month  about  different  phases  of  Japanese  life 
and  customs,  so  that  all  our  books  were  used  and  some  had  to  be  scot 
for  from  Central. 

CHARLESTOWN  BRANCH. 

At  this  Branch  there  has  been  a  gradual  decrease  b  the  nuadber  of 
missing  books  since  1916,  when  it  was  256.  This  is  owing  to  the  greater 
interest  on  the  part  of  the  pohee  officer.  The  staff  is  at  all  times  inade- 
quate for  watching  the  public,  while  the  aioovci  of  die  rooms  for  adnlls 
give  great  opportunity  for  illegal  borrowing.  .  .  . 

Because  of  general  unemployment  the  young  men  have  used  the  reading 
room  daring  the  day  more  dian  usual.  The  cfvening  brings  die  stodents, 
from  eighth  grade  to  college,  and  some  who  come  only  for  amnsement 
It  is  hard  to  maintain  discipline  and  quiet  for  the  adult  readers.  These 
tiflci,  pot  up  at  closing  time,  on  a  winter  evening,  show  what  the  different 
madsrs  are  interested  in.  The  Life  of  Shakspeare;  Heart  of  the  West; 
Tlie  Iron  Woman;  Milton's  Poems;  Book  of  Motor  Boats;  Our  Cas^ 
ualty;  Melindy;  Dyke's  Automobile  and  Gasoline  Engine;  Dr«  Le 
Baron  and  his  Daughters;  History  of  the  United. States;  Romance  of  a 
Christinas  Card;  My  New  Curato;  Dictionary  of  Thoughts;  History 
of  Ireland;   Standard  Dictionary;    Land  of  the  Heather. 


WEST  END  BRANCH. 

The  Children's  Room  shows  the  effect  of  the  increased  book  fund. 
There  are  more  books,  and  after  a  summer's  work  of  condemning  and 
replacing,  die  shelves  show  the  result  in  their  improved  appearance.  How- 
ever, after  a  busy  day  they  are  empty  and  the  children  reaKze  that  it 
is  necessaiy  to  come  early  if  they  want  a  book.     As  has  been  said  befoie. 


/. 
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tiie  jmatest  need  is  in  the  juM/oStt  eoflecrioii,  vAtae  from  a  eotleelion  6f 
4,904  volttmes  there  was  a  direet  circulalidB  of  80.921  vdtMtaes  tins 
fMKt  year. 

TKe  jufvenHe  a^eetiDA'  is  24%  «f  Ae  cMire  ooUe^M,  #Mle  the  foteiAe 
curculatioii  is  67%  of  the  total  hone  use.  These  figvfea  preire  iitow  to- 
adMuate  the  juvenile  cofleetioii  is  f6t  Ae  demattds  AUide  upon  if. 

ihe  Weritig  of  the  a^  Knut  for  card  hoMets  bfhiigs  yearly  ^isore 
children  to  the  Rbrary  m  tMs  crowded  commimity,  and  our  aeeSdr  «r6  far 
ifrealer  than  ow  supply. 

in  this  branch  it  is  dificiih  to  detenmne  juit  w^o  the  pefoljpie  are  Aat 
make  up  our  constituency;  for  unUle  the  suburbaik  braii^s,  our  ptoMJHni 
are  Hfce  dwse  of  a  large  city  libraiy.  People  cOAie  here  fronlV  att  parts 
of  die  cily  in  adcBtion  feo  those  f  rote  otft*  own  district. 

To  a  great  extent  ill  is  a  shifting  popolatioa.  and  cotlse^tMhtly  We  hai^ 
great  cSfficulty  often  in  recovering  oi»r  over^tained  books.  Then  ag^in, 
there  is  die  task  of  registering  new  people,  and'  always  fraMng  new  groups 
of  Kirie  folks  in  libraiy  ways. 

The  Boston  Unversily  School  of  ReHgious  Educatfon  and  86ehrl  Ser- 
vice has  recendy  mOTed  info  the  new  Suffolk  Law  School  buiKHhig,  wMcfa 
they  oceapy  during  the  day  while  the  Law  School  uses  die  builcfing  efo- 
idngs.  This  has  brought  us  many  new  adiklt  borrowers  and  die  sfWifeiiCi 
fsom  bodi  schools  use  die  reading  rooih  for  sttedy  and  reference  W^. 

-  Special  attention  has  been  giten  the  foreign  bom  women  and  giil^  who 
attend  the  Bowdoin  Evening  School.  The  librarian  InA  iftade  lAivei^al 
visits  to  the  school,  talking  lb  the  classes  about  die  library  end  Ae  special 
books  for  dieir  use.  The  75  women  registered  at  this  school  have  been 
conng  regularly  lo  the  branch. 

We  have  among  our  borrowers  many  of  American  birdt  We  hav« 
hesn  pleased  to  note  that,  of  late,  the  number  of  these  borroWeifs  ill  h»- 


The  <£slrict  C4Mitiiiues  tb  be  largely  residential,  ikhAonjgh  dte  llonM  are 
often  in  die  midst  of  Mustrial  plaiili,  factories  ebd  stores. 

The  adult  Jewish  readers  are  numerous  and  diey  cotee  tb  us  fnom  ati 
parts  of  die  dty  for  the  Yidcfeh  and  Rnsstan'  boolts.  Misny  Jewfiih 
people  in  our  own  district  come  only  for  books  in^  English,  —  aV  firtt,  for 
the  books  to  help  them  learn  the  EngKsb  language,  and  later  tot  die  best 
dungs  lo  English  Meralnre. 

The  largest  part  of  the  work  is,  as  it  always  has  been,  widi  the  chil- 
dien«  The  percentage  of  jtivenile  circuhtlion  remains  about  the  same 
each  year,  67%.  This  same  percentage  does  not  hbid  good  foi'  attendance 
■I  t!he  reading  room.     Here  die  peHcentage  is  abbutf  80%  adUlt 

WAIWEK  STREET  BRAKCH. 

The  reference  wOrk  always  occupies-  mueh  of  our  atleiMion  #(Aont 
cessation  in  the  summer  months,  as  die  high  school  pupils  eondnue  dieir 
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lesearch  work.  The  various  new^nper  amtesti  also  mean  constant  use 
of  the  lib|rary  facilities.  However,  the  plodding  high  school  pupil  and 
eager  newspaper  contestant  are  only  two  of  the  group.  We  have  die 
business  man,  whose  subjects  range  from  business  law  to  factory  manage* 
raent  and  advertising;  the  professional  man,  interested  in  questions  of  the 
day  and  the  rather  personal  material  offered  in  "Old  at  Forty  and  Young 
at  Sixty'*  or  "How  to  Develop  Your  Speaking  Voice;**  the  enthusiastic 
college  student,  whose  subjects  are  technical  and  classical;  and  die  plaia 
man  of  the  trades,  who  feels  the  need  of  a  book  on  "Practical  Wiring*'  or 
"How  to  Paint  Your  House.**  The  following  is  a  partial  list  of  reference 
topics  for  die  year:  Farmers*  Aid  Bill;  Open  and  Closed  Shops;  Dif- 
ficulbes  in  Ireland;  Japanese  Immigration;  Government  Ownership  ot 
Railroads;  Western  Union  Cable;  Decline  in  Prices;  Congressional  Di^ 
tricts  of  Massachusetto;  Muensterberg;,  First  Continental  Congress! 
Bridges  in  the  United  States;  The  Norsemen;  The  Magna  Charts; 
The  Model  Parliament;  London  in  Shakespeare*s  Time;  Gutenberg; 
Armisdce  Day;  The  Battle  of  Marathon;  Manufacture  of  Cotton; 
Lewis  Carroll ;  Names  of  Women  Pilgrims ;  Democracy — Free  Trade — 
Time  Zones;  Dante — Marco  Polo— Samoan  Islands;  Balance  in  Draw* 
ing;  Indian  Tribes — ^Wheat — Leather — ^Carpets;  Mary  Mapes  Dodge-^ 
Kjiqjp — ^Harvard  Univer^ty;  Tragedy  and  Comedy;  Fire  Prevention; 
Explorers  of  the  Antarctic  Regions;  Christmas  Greens;  The  City  Couu' 
cil;  Disarmament;  Island  of  Yap;  How  to  use  a  Dictionary;  Agricul* 
ture  in  Germany. 

This  district  offers  many  opportunities  for  Americanization  work  on 
account  of  the  population,  which  consists  largely  of  Russian  Jews.  There 
are  several  schools  conducting  classes  in  which  the  new  American  may 
learn  Elnglish.  The  hours  for  these  are  so  arranged  that  even  die  busy 
mothers  may  take  advantage  of  die  study  offered.  This  Branch  supplies 
much  of  the  pupils*  reading  material.  The  Russian  immigrant  newly 
arrived  in  the  neighborhood,  is  soon  introduced  to  die  library  by  his  in- 
terested relatives,  and  his  first  choice  of  a  Russian  or  Yiddish  book  ii 
foDowed  by  an  Fjiglish  primer.  Widi  the  idea  of  attaining  such  a  result^ 
we  have  i^ced  die  Yiddish  and  Americanization  books  side  by  side. 
Although  this  class  has  shared  in  the  distribution  of  new  literature,  addi- 
tional  copies  are  needed  in  order  to  meet  die  growing  demand.  There- 
fore, more  hock  recommendations  are  now  being  considered. 

SOUTH  END  BRANCH. 

With  the  year  ending  January  15,  1922,  the  South  End  Branch 
conq>letes  die  44th  year  of  its  existence,  and  presumably  the  last  full  yeaff 
in  the  present  building  on  Shawmut  Avenue,  formerly  known  as  tfafe 
*'Every  Day  Church.**  Befwe  the  close  of  die  next  year  it  will  probably 
he  housed  in  the  new  municipal  building  across  the  vray.  The  branch 
library  has  a  rather  migraloiy  history,  having  occiqiied  since  its  opening 
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b  1877  duree  different  dwellings.  The  proposed  change  to  the  muni* 
dpal  building  will  make  that  its  fourth  home.  In  the  years  that  the  branch 
has  lived  and  served  the  people  here,  it  has  witnessed  many  changes  in 
the  character  of  the  district.  From  a  home  and  residential  section  of  the 
city,  the  South  End  has  become  largely  a  lodging  house  district  with  its 
changing  population  of  many  and  varying  types.  Yet  perhaps  now,  more 
than  in  die  old  days,  is  the  library  a  necessity  in  this  community.  For 
the  people  who  come  to  us  need  the  library  more,  having  few,  if  any, 
books  in  their  homes.  To  them  die  library  extends  a  welcome  that  is 
fnendly,  encouraging,  and  sympathetic.  Its  doors  are  open  to  all,  and 
here  the  native  American  and  the  foreign  bom  stranger  find  a  common 
ground  and  an  equal  share  in  the  privileges  it  offers.  It  has  been  said, 
and  truly,  diat  statistics  do  not  show  the  real  work  of  a  Ubrary,  and  that 
is  especially  true  of  the  library  here.  No  one  viewing  the  crowded  read- 
ing room  at  die  branch  on  any  day  or  evening  during  the  fall  and  winter 
months  could  fail  to  realize  what  the  branch  library  means  to  the  people 
m  this  section.  All  sorts  and  conditions  of  men  are  to  be  found  here; 
the  laborer  in  his  overalls,  the  business  man  seeking  some  special  informa- 
tion, the  student  from  college  or  high  school,  teachers,  professors,  clergy- 
aen,  the  Post  Office  clerk  in  his  free  time,  the  returned  soldier,  a  large 
proportion  of  men  out  of  employment,  and  others  who  have  passed  the 
working  age.  A  constant  procession  through  our  doors.  No  records  are 
kept,  and  no  identification  required  for  the  large  use  of  books,  newspapers 
and  periodicals  in  the  building.  ... 

The  erection  of  the  new  municipal  building  here  has  interested  and 
delighted  the  entire  neighborhood.  During  the  fine  weather,  the  streets 
about  the  building  were  thronged  with  spectators  who  watched  the  progress 
•(  the  work  with  eager  interest.  It  is  a  really  fine  building,  architecturally 
an  ornament  to  the  city,  and  perfect  for  the  uses  for  which  it  was  designed. 
The  people  of  die  South  Elnd  may  well  be  proud  of  its  possession. 

The  future  of  the  South  Elnd  Branch  Library  is  to  be  in  tUs  building. 
There  seems  every  reason  to  hope  that  with  the  closer  association  which 
piOfMnquity^  gives  with  all  the  other  activities  of  the  neighborhood,  the 
branch  library  will  fill  an  even  more  Important  place  in  the  community,  and 
each  year  wUl  find  it  a  stronger  and  more  efficient  agency  for  the  intel- 
lectual and  social  betterment  of  the  people  it  serves. 

SOUTH  BOSTON  BRANCH. 

There  was  a  loss  in  every  item  of  the  daily  issue  from  Central  Library 
for  the  reason  that  this  year  there  were  more  books  on  our  own  shelves  to 
choose  from.  « 

There  is  a  friendly  spirit  of  cordial  cooperation  between  the  library  and 
die  schools.  This  is  especially  true  of  the  Shurtleff  School.  Just  a 
week  after  the  schools  reopened  in  the  fall.  Miss  Carrigan  (the  new  prin- 
cipal) invited  me  to  come  and  talk  about  the  public  library  and  the  many 
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w^Pft  m  wlack  k  can  Imip  ikt  people  w1m>  karn  to  ok  it  I  gsve  An 
kJk  an  Septeidbci  21.  aod  in  ihe  iMxt  Arc  Jajrs  we  icgiitotd  al  fkt 
fkJjw  (far  IMW  9mi  toit  cardi)  wko  codM  aol  dww  a  Kbrafy  canL 
BccMue  Mitt  Caffi^Mi  Mievts  ia  die  cooperalian  of  fkt  icfaool  and  die 
Mhrngf.  efOT  taacker  in  Ae  Shnrdeff  SdttDoI  liat  been  mpfind  witk  t 
af 


ROXBURY  BRANCH. 

Deftective  9kant»  mad  ihose  of  wetlcm  life  luive  beeo  in  great  deBiaiiiL 
Tlie  piacaka  of  raqaiiiBf  boak  reparfei  ffooB  die  pvpik  in  tbe  bi^  scboob 
haa  caused  coMtaat  inqaiiiei  for  the  bo^  m  die  apptored  Kit  Reccndy 
At  contests  in  die  ncwwyapm  have  broni^  people  to  tbe  Braneb  to  cod- 
wh  At  reftfence  beolti,  cspeciaQy  die  dictionaries,  to  obtain  or  Tenfy 
their  mnyeti  to  qneitioni.  While  diis  special  use  may  not  vesolt  in  saeiD* 
ing  Kgnlar  pairons  it  bdps  to  adkertise  tbe  Libraiy  and  extend  know  ledge 
a(  die  veierence  books  and  tbe  aadstance  diat  can  be  obtained  here.  .  . 


NCNITH  END  BRANCH. 

There  ««  sefcn  cfaibs  connected  with  die  Nordi  End  libFary,  esdi 
f oUowing  different  lines  bnl  widi  one  purpose  in  ?iew  —  to  promote 
good  reading.  The  total  membenUp  in  die  ditferent  dubs  b  1 19  <fi- 
vided  as  follows:  Tbe  Rossi  Drematfe  Club,  16;  Women  of  Hislory 
CU,  21:  Qly  Historical  Qub.  15;  St  Andiony's  Chd>.  15;  Little 
Folks  Qub,  23;  Kenney  Junior  Club,  16;  library  Orchestra,  13. 

The  Rossi  Dramatic  Clid>  niend)erdiip  is  made  up  of  boys  in  Uflji 
school  and  a  few  who  ha¥e  gone  to  work.  The  boys  study  and  present 
for  the  most  part  Kgbt  farees  ahkough  ai  an  exhibition  of  the  eiid>s  hit 
year  **Tbe  Tea  Par^**  scene  from  Abraham  Lmcoln  was  given. 

The  Gity  Historical  Cldb's  membership  is  made  up  of  littfe  giris  in 
the  6th  and  Mi-  gmdte,  vAm  lart  year  stn<fied  lAoot  die  Pilgrims  and  took 
trips  to  historiasl  places  areand  Boston.  This  year  Aey  are  stadfing  a 
vm9  mntStmi  form  ol  "America's  making,'*  dressing  paper  doHs  in  (he 
eostumas  of  anch  country  that  has  contribuled  towards  its  making. 

St  Aalbcaiy's  Chib  is  a  trewl  dub.  Imaginary  trips  are  made  to 
diffeie—  canntrias  asKi  eompesidons  are  read  at  the  meetings.  Its  mem- 
bership is  made  up  of  bo^  m  Aa  Mi  grade  and  junior  high. 

Little  Folks  Club  is  made  up  of  very  small  girls  under  Miss  Nazzaro*s 
direction.     Fairy  plays  are  given  and  children's  games  played  at  the 


Kenney  Junioia  are  bright  young  boys  who  have  formed  dieir 
club  for  the  purpose  of  debating.  They  also  have  organized  a  ba^et- 
ball  Hoam  and  have  die  pirfiltgc  of  using  the  court  at  die  North  Beanet 
Ikidusirial  Sdiaol. 

The  Library    Orehestre  needs  no  eiptanation.     The  boys  have  iaf 
proved  grealiy  in  the  past  year  and  deserve  much  credit 


mi 

A  ireiy  snocMtful  czIiSntiiMi  of  aU  the  Ubrarjr  clid)«  wv  gmn  at  die 
Ifickael  Aflcelo  School  Cenfeer  last  June.  The  chiHrgn  ni  the  chibt  a|i^ 
prackte  ikr  pii^ikve  of  dn  ebb  room  and  wqr  addom  m  tlwre  an 


EAST  BOSTON  BRANCH. 

The  loss  of  89 1  in  the  books  issued  through  Central  is  the  natural  resuh 
following  die  phdng  of  brge  nund>ers  of  new  and  attractive  volumes  on 
the  nietves. 

Tbe  reference  work  varies  each  year  widi  school  methods.  Today 
it  is  the  junior  high  and  the  project  mediod;  tpmorrow  it  will  be  some- 
iting  eke.     Widi  eaeh  diange  we  begin  our  seatehfor  nmv  maferial. 

RONBfJRY  CROSSING  READING  ROOM. 

A  writer  who  uses  die  Bbrary  daily  in  her  work  compKmented  us  on-  d^ 
splemfid  eolleelSoB  of  reference  books  tkaC  she  found  on  the  ^Ives.  She 
had  used  many  branches  of  different  libraries,  but  the  reference  collections 
were  inadequate. 

CITY  POINT  READING  ROOM. 

C^tial  cucttlalion  during  die  year  1921-1922  rqiresaalsd  12J70 
vohimes  recemd,  with  a  pesecntage  of  55%  unsuecearfiil'  eavds.  Tim 
cumnt  year  1921-1922  shows  a  Central  circulation  of  1 2;S0&  vohmes 
received  or  an  increase  of  53  over  what  seemed  in  the  year  past  to  h»¥« 
been  a  maximum  Central  issue. 

Thus  aa  analyris  of  die  situation  seems  to  indicate  that  a  velatively 
tree  and  unrestricted  Central  supply  operates  as  a  compensation  for  die 
reading  room's  inadequacy  in  serving  a  public  whose  diversified  need  is  of 
a  sort  calculated  Is  stram  the  resources  of  a  typical  reaxfing  room  collec' 
tionof  books. 

Tliere  is  a  demand  for  new  tides,  new  authors,  new  points  of  view ;  — 
a  demand  which  through  the  Central  issue  is  so  fully  supplied  that  even  our 
fiction  fanatics  cannot  complain  that  ihey  do  not  get  their  share  of  Cur- 
wood,  Galsworthy,  Grey  or  Oppenheim  while  such  delectable  literary 
commodities  as  "Main  Street**  aid  *'H  winter  comes'*  gvadmly  meet  the 
inressant  demand. 

Out  of  a  population  composed  of  Americans,  Armenians,  Italiani,  Lithu- 
anians, Poles  and  Czecho-Slovaks  —  diversification  of  taste  is  to  be  ex- 
pected. **A"  wants  Paine's  "Age  of  Reason,*'  —  "B**  derires  the 
"Lives  of  the  Saints,**  —  *'C**  needs  a  book  on  Americanization  Civics, — 
"D-  must  have  either  Welfs*  "Oudine  History  of  the  WorU**  or  Van 
Loon's  "Story  of  Mankind.*'  - 

Interesting  requests  pour  in  firom  the  sdiools;  picture  deposits  repre- 
senting vrinter  scenes  and  sports;  illustrations  of  knights  in  armor;  dieir 
steeds  and  crests;  requests  for  dramatizations  of  school  classics,  fairy  tales 
and  rounds. 
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Pageants  are  now  the  mode.  At  present  we  are  looking  up  pictorial 
matter  to  aid  in  the  characterization  of  * 'Water/*  wMch  is  to  be  personified 
in  a  pageant  connected  with  the  Good  Health  Campaign  conducted  under 
the  auspices  of  the  local  District  Nursing  Association  Drive  for  funds. 

Work  with  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  connection  with  Americaniza- 
tion still  progresses.  Miss  Agnes  Morns,  a  local  pioneer  in  this  field,  has 
been  appointed  secretary.  Her  work  has  had  its  reaction  in  increasing 
registration  of  adult  Italians  embarked  towards  the  goal  of  citizenship. 

PARKER  HILL  READING  ROOM. 

Our  23  magazines  and  3  newspapers  are  undoubtedly  a  source  of  great 
pleasure  and  advantage  to  our  patrons.  Many  times  they  are  the  only 
available  sources  of  acquiring  information  on  some  current  event  or  biog- 
raphy of  present  interest.  They  are  indispensable  to  that  class  of  readers 
who  are  anxious  to  know  something,  but  not  too  much,  about  everything. 

FANEUIL  READING  ROOM. 

Evidence  from  all  sides  shows  that  this  district  is  fast  becoming  a 
cosmopolitan  one.  This  is  noted  as  one  glances  about  at  the  people 
gathered  here  of  an  evening  eagerly  scanning  the  magazines  and  papen 
There  are  workers  of  all  kinds  among  them,  engineers,  clerks,  salesmen, 
mechanics,  electricians  and  also  professional  people.  The  races  repre- 
sented here  include  besides  Americans,  Jews,  Armenians,  Scotch,  French, 
Italian,  and  Belgian.  I  cite  this  fact  as,  up  to  a  few  years  ago,  our 
patrons  were  chiefly  Americans  with  the  exception  of  a  few  Jewish  families. 
These  foreigners  are  mostly  of  the  better  class,  men  in  business  either  here 
or  in  the  city  who  have  been  in  the  country  for  some  time,  long  enough 
to  have  bettered  their  condition.  We  have  only  a  few  uneducated  ones 
who  have  need  of  the  "English  for  Foreigners'*  books. 

CHIEFS  OF  DEPARTMENTS  AND  LIBRARIANS  OF  BRANCHES 

AND  READING-ROOMS. 

As  at  present  organized,  the  various  departments  of  the  Li' 

brary  and  the  branches  and  reading-rooms  are  in  charge  of  the 

following  persons: 

Otto  Fleischner,  Assistant  Librarian. 

Samuel  A.  Chevalier,  Chief  of  Catalogue  Department. 

William  G.  T.  Roffe,  in  charge  of  Shelf  Department. 

Theodosia  E.  Macurdy,  Chief  of  Ordering  Department. 

Frank  H.  Chase,  Custodian  of  Bates  Hall  Reference  Department 

Pierce  E.  Buckley,  Custodian  of  Bates  Hall  Centre  Desk*  Patent  and 

Newspaper  Departments. 
Frederic  Serex,  in  charge  of  Newspaper  Room. 
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WilEam  J.  Eliiiiis,  in  charge  of  Patent  Rochu. 

Winthrop  H.  Chenery,  Chief  of  Special  Libraries  Department. 

Walter  Rowlands,  in  charge  of  Fine  Arts  Division. 

George  S.  Masmard.  in  charge  of  Technical  Division. 

Barbara  Duncan,  in  charge  of  Allen  A.  Brown  Music  Room. 

Francis  J.  Hannigan,  Custodian  of  Periodical  Room. 

Frank  C.  Blaisdell,  Chief  of  Issue  Department 

Edith  Guerrier,  Supervisor  of  Circulation. 

Langdon  L.  Ward,  Supervisor  of  Branches. 

ABce  V.  Stevens,  in  charge  of  Branch  Deposit  Collection  and  Daily  Issue. 

Marian  A.  McCardiy,  in  charge  of  Brandi  Binding. 

Alice  M.  Jordan,  Supervisor  of  Work  with  Children. 

Mary  C.  Toy,  Children's  librarian.  Central  Library. 

A  Frances  Rogers,  Chief  of  Registration  Department. 

Horace  L.  Wheeler,  in  charge  of  Statistical  Department. 

Maiy  H.  Rollins,  acting  Editor  of  Publications. 

Francis  Watts  Lee,  Chief  of  Printing  Department. 

James  W.  Kenney.  Chief  of  Bindery  Department 

Henry  Niederauer,  Chief  of  Engineer  and  Janitor  Department. 

Marian  W.  Brackett,  Librarian  of  Brighton  Branch. 

(Catherine  S.  Rogan,  Librarian  of  Charlestown  Branch. 

Elizabeth  P.  Ross,  Librarian  of  Codman  Square  Branch. 

Elizabetfi  T.  Reed,  Librarian  of  Dorchester  Branch. 

Laura  M.  Cross,  Librarian  of  East  Boston  Branch. 

Elizabeth  Ainsworth,  Librarian  of  Hyde  Park  Branch. 

Mary  P.  Swaun,  Librarian  of  Jamaica  Plain  Branch. 

Isabel  E.  Wetherald,  Librarian  of  Mt.  Bowdoin  Branch. 

Mary  F.  Curley,  acting  Librarian  of  North  End  Branch;   Josephine  E. 

Kenney,  Librarian,  on  leave  of  absence. 
Grace  L.  Murray,  Librarian  of  Roslindale  Branch. 
Helen  M.  Bell,  Librarian  of  Roxbury  Branch. 
M.  Florence  CufBin,  Librarian  of  South  Boston  Branch. 
Margaret  A.  Sheridan,  Librarian  of  South  End  Branch. 
Mary  F.  Kelley,  Librarian  of  Upham's  Comer  Branch. 
Beatrice  C.  Maguire,  Librarian  of  Warren  Street  Branch. 
Florence  M.  Bethune,  Librarian  of  West  Elnd  Branch. 
Carrie  L.  Morse,  Librarian  of  West  Roxbury  Branch. 
Mary  A.  Hill,  Librarian  of  Lower  Mills  Reading  Room. 
Emma  D.  Capewell,  Librarian  of  Mattapan  Reading  Room. 
Beatrice  M.  Flanagan,  Librarian  of  Neponset  Reading  Room. 
Katfaerine  F.  Muldoon,  Librarian  of  Allston  Reading  Room. 
Margaret  H.  Reid,  Librarian  of  Mt  Pleasant  Reading  Room. 
Fanny  Goldstein,  Librarian  of  Tyler  Street  Reading  RocHn. 
Katrina  M.  Sather,  Librarian  of  Roxbury  Crossing  Reading  Room. 
Edith  R.  Nickerson,  Librarian  of  Boylston  Station  Reading  Room. 
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INDEX. 


American  Uhmrj  AitocUtion,  annual 
conference:    meeting  in  Court,  49. 

Americanisation  work  of  Botton 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  3. 

BalaiM0  tkeet,  10-13. 

Bates  Hall,  Centre  Detk  and  Reference, 
35.  36. 

Beaton,  Jotiah  H.,  portrait  detired,  6. 

Bindery,  20,  44:  tables.  63;  branch 
books,  43. 

Books,  additions,  27-29,  43,  55;  im- 
portant additiont,  30,  31 ;  catak>gaed, 
31,  55;  enlarged  appropriations  for, 
3, 4;  eipenditares,  27-29;  for  Jeffries 
Point,  29;  mutilation  and  theft,  22, 
23;  needs.  26,  28;  total  number  and 
loca&n,  56,  57;  Examining  Commit- 
tee report  on«   18.     (See  Qrculation.) 

Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce  as  a  lo- 
cation for  a  business  branch,  5;  vrork 
of  Americanization  Committee  at  Jef- 
fries Point,  3. 

Branches  and  reading  rooms,  2,  42; 
books  added,  43;  earlier  closing  of 
children's  rooms,  22;  extracts  from  re- 
ports of  librarians,  64-72 ;  inadequacy 
of  qoarlers,  21 ;  repairs  and  unprove- 
naUs,  21,  47. 

Business  Branch,  5,  17. 

Card-holdera,  suggestions  for  increas- 
ing number,  16. 

Carr,  Samuel,  elected  Vice  President,  1 . 

Catalogue  and  Shelf  Department,  31, 
5V-57. 

Central  Library  building  inadequate: 
ealarganeat  or  new  buidling,  15. 

Charlestown  Branch,  66. 

Children's  Department,  39;  earlier 
cksittg  at  branches,  22. 

Circulation,  increase,  4,  8;  tables,  51- 
54;  Bales  Hall,  36;  branches,  42, 
43;  Children's  Dept.,  39;  deposit, 
42,  43;  Newspaper  Room,  37;  Open 
Shelf  Room,  35;  Patent  Room,  37; 
Periodical  Room,  37;  Special  Libra- 
ries, 39;    Statistical  Dept,  38. 


City  Point  R«MiiiM  Room.  71. 

Codman  Square  oraiKh,  65. 

East  Boston  Branch,  71. 

EloTUtor,  new  electiie  for  Ccalral  Li- 
braiy,  47. 

Employees,  chiefs  of  departments,  72; 
increase  in  number,  8,  z5;  loyal  and 
efficient,  8;  salaries,  17,  18,  23,  25; 
staff  instruction.  48. 

Estimates,  3. 

Examining  Committee,  8;  report,  14- 
24. 

Exhibitions,  44,  62. 

Faneuil  Reading  Room,  72. 

Finance,  appropriation  for  West  Rox- 
bury  building,  2;  balance  sheet,  10- 
13;  estimates,  3;  expenditures  for 
books,  27,  28;  receipts,  1,  2;  trust 
funds,  4,  6-7. 

Forsyth,  Walter  C  resignation,  50. 

Goddard,  Frances  H^  resignation,  50. 

GoTernment  documents.  (See  In- 
formation Office.) 

Holiday  opening,  4. 

Information  Office,  Goremment  Doc- 
uments and  Open  Shelf  Room,  34. 
35.  38. 

Inter-lilnrary  loans,  54. 

Jeffries  Point  Reading  Room,  estabtish- 
ment,  2,  29,  34. 

Kenney,  William  F.,  eiqxration  of  term 
as  trustee;    resolution  on  retirement.  1. 

Lectures,  44,  60;  growth  and  develop- 
ment, 57-60. 

Lecture  Hall,  repairs  and  improvements, 
15,  48. 

Librarian,  report,  25. 

Library  staff.     (See  Employees.) 

Mann,  Rey.  Alexander,  D.Dn  elected 
President,  1. 

Mount  Pleasant  Reading  Room,  64. 

Murray,  Hon.  Michael  J.,  appointed  a 
trustee,  1. 

Newspaper  Room,  36,  37. 

North  End  Branch,  70. 
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Open  Shelf  Room.     (See  Informatioii 

Office.) 
Parker  Hill  Reediiig  Room.  72. 
Patent  Room.  36.  37. 
Penooicel  Room.  37« 
Prattf  Sarah  E..  bequest,  4. 
Printiiig  Depertmenl,  20.  44;  teblet,  63. 
Publications,  32.  33. 
Registration  Department,  16,  31. 
Repairs  and  improvemenli.  15,  19.  21, 

46. 
Rozbury  Branch,  70. 
Salaries.     (See  Employees.) 
Simmons    College,   classes   for   library 

staff.  48. 
Soath  Boston  Branch,  69. 
South  End  Branch,  68;    new  quarters 

for,  34. 


Special  Libraries,  19,  20,  39. 

Statutical  Department,  38. 

Snpenrisor  of  QrcvlatioB,  41 . 

Swift,  Lindsay,  decease.  resolnlioB  by 
trustees,  5,  50. 

Trust  funds,  expenditures,  27;  state- 
ment of,  6;  Sarah  E.  Pratt  bequest 
funded,  4. 

Trustees,  appropriations  of  money  for, 
library  purposes  should  be  made  to,  2; 
organization  of  Board,  I ;    policy  com* 
mended  by  Examining  Committee,  ISyJ 

Tyler  Street  Reading  Room,  64. 

Warren  Street  Branch.  67. 

West  End  Branch,  66. 

West  Rozbury  Branch,  new 
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TRUSTEES  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

ON  FEBRUARY  I,  1923. 


ALEXANDER  MANN.  President. 

Teim  eipira  April  30. 1925. 
Resigned  Januaiy  22,  1923. 

GUY  W.  CURRIER.       MICHAEL  J.  MURRAY. 

Tem  expires  April  30, 1923.  Term  expires  April  30, 1 926. 

LOUIS  E.  KIRSTEIN.     ARTHUR  T.  CONNOLLY. 

Term  expires  April  30, 1 924.  Term  expires  April  30, 1 927. 


UBRARIAN. 

CHARLES  F.  D.  BELDEN. 


ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  LIBRARY  DEPARTMENT. 

The  TnutM)  of  the  Public  Library  of  ifae  Gty  of  Botton,  organized 
in  1 852.  are  now  incoiporaled  under  die  proviiiont  of  Chapter  1 1 4,  of  the 
Acb  of  1876.  u  un^ded.  The  Board  for  1 852  was  a  prelimiiiBt;  or- 
ganization :  that  for  1 853  made  the  fartt  annual  report  At  first  die  Board 
coDsittcd  of  one  aldennaD  and  one  conunon-coundlman  and  five  citizeni  at 
large,  nntil  1667.  whra  a  revised  ordinance  made  it  to  connst  of  one  alder- 
man,  two  commoib-councilnien  and  ax  citizens  at  large,  two  of  whom  retired, 
unless  re-elected  each  jrear.  wtule  the  men^rs  from  the  City  Comidl  were 
elected  yearly.  In  1678  the  organization  of  ^k  Board  was  changed  to 
include  one  ^derman,  one  councilman,  and  five  citizens  at  large,  as  before 
1867;  and  in  1685.  by  the  provisions  of  the  amended  city  charter,  the 
reprcKotatioB  of  the  City  Government  upon  the  Board  by  an  alderman  and 
a  councihnan  was  abolished,  leaving  the  Board  as  at  present,  consisting  of 
five  citizens  at  large,  appmnted  by  the  Mayor,  for  five-year  terms,  the  term 
of  one  member  eqnring  each  year.  The  following  citizens  at  large  have 
be«i  members  of  the  Board  unce  its  organization  in  1832: 

Abbott.  Samuel  Appleton  Browne,  a.m.,  1879-95. 

Appleton,  Thomas  Gold,  a.m.,  1852-56. 

Benton.  Josiah  Henry,  ll.d.,  1894-1917. 

BiGELOw,  John  Prescott.  a.m.,  1852-68. 

BowDiTCH.  Henry  Incersoix,  m.d..  1865-67. 

BowDtTcH,  Henry  Pickering.  m.d.,  1894-1902. 

Boyle.  Thomas  Francis,  1902-12. 

Braman,  Jarvis  Dwicht.  1869-72. 

Brett,  John  Andrew,  li.b.,  1912-16. 

Carr,  Samuel.  1895-96;  1908-22. 

Chase.  George  Bigelow,  a.m..  1876-85. 

Clarke,  James  Freeman,  d.d.,  1879-88. 

CoAKLEY.  Daniel  Henry,  1917-19. 

Connolly.  Arthur  Theodore,  1916- 

CuRRiER.  Guy  Wilbur,  1922- 

Curtis,  Daniel  Sargent,  a.m.,  1873-75. 

De  NoRMANDiE,  James,  D.D.,  I895-I906. 

Dwight,  Thomas,  m.d..  1899-1908. 

Everett,  Edward,  u-d.,  1852-64. 

Frothingham,  Richard.  ll.d.,  1875-79. 

Green.  Samuel  Abbott.  m.d.,  1868-78. 

Greenough.  William  Whitwell.  1856-88. 

Haynes,  Henry  Williamson,  a.m..  1880-94. 

Hiluard,  George  Stillman,  ll.d.,  1872-75:  76-77. 

Kenney,  William  Francis,  a.m..  1908-1921. 

KiRSTEiN,  Louis  Edward,  1919- 

Lewis.  Weston,  1868-79. 

Lewis.  Winslow.  m.d..  1867. 

Lincoln,  Solomon,  a.m..  1697-1907. 


Mann.  Alexander,  d.d.,  1908-1923. 

Morton.  Elus  Wesley,  1870-73. 

Murray.  Michael  Joseph.  ll.b..  1921- 

PiERCE.  Phineas.  1888-94. 

Prince.  Frederick  Octavius,  a.m.,  1888-99. 

Putnam,  George,  d.d..  1868-77. 

Richards.  William  Reuben,  a.m.,  1889-95.     ^ 

Shurtleff,  Nathaniel  Bradstreet,  ll.d.,  1852-68. 

Thomas,  Benjamin  Frankun,  ll.d.,  1877-78. 

TicKNOR,  George,  ll.d.,  1852-66. 

Walker.  Francis  Amasa.  ll.d..  1 896. 

Whipple,  Edwin  Percy,  a.m.,  1867-70. 

Whitmore,  Wiluam  Henry,  a.m.,  1885-88. 

Winsor,  Justin,  ll.d.,  1867-68. 

The  Hon.  Edward  Everett  was  President  of  the  Board  from  1 852 
to  1 864 ;  George  Ticknor,  in  1 865 ;  Wiluam  W.  Greenough, 
from  1 866  to  April,  1 888 ;  Prof.  Henry  W.  Haynes,  from  May  7, 
1888,  to  May  12,  1888;  Samuel  A.  B.  Abbott,  May  12,  1888,  to 
April  30.  1895;  Hon.  F.  O.  Prince,  October  8,  1895,  to  May  8, 
1899;  Solomon  Lincoln,  May  12,  1899,  to  October  15,  1907; 
Rev.  James  De  Normandie,  January  31,  1908,  to  May  8,  1908; 
Josiah  H.  Benton,  May  8. 1 908,  to  February  6,  1917;  Wiluam  F. 
Kenney.  February  13,  1917,  to  May  7,  1920;  Rev.  Alexander 
Mann.  May  7,  1920.  to  January  22.  1923. 


LIBRARIANS. 

(From  1856  to  1877.  the  cliief  executive  officer  was  entitled  Saperintendent) 

Capen,  Edward,  Librarian,  May  13,  1852  -  December  16,  1874. 

Jewett.  Charles  C,  Superintendent,  1858- January  9,  1868. 

Winsor,  Justin.  ll.d..  Superintendent,  February  25,  1868 -Septem- 
ber 30,  1877. 

Green.  Samuel  A,  m.d..  Trustee,  Acting  Librarian,  October  1 ,  1 877  - 
Sq;>tember  30,  1878. 

Chamberlain,  Mellen.  LL.D..  Librarian,  October  1.  1878 -Septem- 
ber 30.  1890. 

DwiGHT.  Theodore  F..  Librarian,  April  13.  1892  -April  30,  1894. 

Putnam,  Herbert,  ll.d..  Librarian,  February  1 1,  1895  -April  30, 
1899. 

Whitney,  James  L,  a.m..  Acting  Librarian,  March  31,  1899 -De- 
cember 21,  1899;  Librarian,  December  22,  1899 -January  31, 
1903. 

Wadun,  Horace  G.,  UTT.D.,  Librarian,  February  1,  1903 -March 
15.  1917;  Ac6ng  Ubrarian,  Mtiich  15,  1917- June  15,  1917. 

Belden,  Charles  F.  D.,  LL.B.,  Librarian,  since  March  15,  1917. 


UBRARY  SYSTEM,  FEBRUARY  1,  1923. 


Departments. 
tCentral  Library,  G>pley  Sq. 
tEatt  Botkm  Brandi,  276-282  Meridian  St. 
%S6oAk  Boston  Branch,  372  Broadway  . 
IIRoibury  Brandi,  46  Miiimont  Sl 
fCharlettown  Branch,  Monument  Sq.    • 
fBrighton  Branch,  Academy  Hill  Rd.   • 
(Dorchester  Branch,  Arcadia,  cor.  Adams  St, 
(Sott^  End  Branch,  Shawmnt  Ave.  and  West  Brookline  St. 
tJamaica  Plain  Branch,  Sedgwick,  cor.  Soudi  Sl  . 
(Wcit  Rozbury  Branch,  Centre,  near  Mt  Vernon  St    . 
fWesI  End  Branch,  Cambridge,  cor.  Lynde  St 
(Upham's  Comer  Branch,  Columbia  Rd.,  cor.  Bird  St. 
fHyde  Park  Branch,  Harvard  Ave.,  cor.  Winduop  St  . 
tNorlh  End  Branch,  3a  North  Bennet  St     .        .        . 
(Codman  Square  Branch,  Washington,  cor.  Norfolk  St 
{Roslindale  Branch,  Washington,  cor.  Ashland  St 
§Wanen  Street  Branch,  392  Wanen  St        .        .        . 
§Mount  Bowdoin  Branch,  Washington,  cor.  Eldon  St.    . 
§Station  A.    Lower  Mills  Reading  Room,  Washington  St 
** '   D.    Mattapan  Reading  Room,  7  Babson  St 

E.     Neponset  Reading  Room,  362  Neponset  Ave. 

G.    Allston  Reading  Room,  138  Brif^lon  Ave. 

N.     Mt  Pleasant  Reading  Room,  Vine,  cor.  Dudley  St. 

P.     Tyler  Street  Reading  Room,  Tyler,  cor.  Oak  St 

S.     Rozbury  Crossing  Reading  Room,  208  Ruggles  St 

T.     Boykton  Station  Reading  Room,  The  Lamartine,  De 
pot  Sq 

Y.    Andrew  Square  Rending  Room,  396  Dorchester  St 

Z.     Orient  Heii^ls  Reading  Room,  1030  Bennington  St 

23.   Gty  Point  Reacfing  Room,  Municipal  Bldg.,  Broadway 

**     24.   Parker  Hill  Reading  Room,  1518  Tremont  St  . 

**     25.   Faneuil  Reading  Room,  100  Brooks  St      .        .        . 

**     26.  Jetfries  Point  Reading  Room,  195  Webster  St  . 


! 
t 
t 
I 


§ 


fOPENCD. 

May    2,  1854 

Jan.   28.  1871 

May     1.  1872 

July.         1873 

•Jan.,  1874 

•Jan.,  1874 

Jan.    25,  1874 

Aug..        1877 

Sept,        1877 

•Jan.     6,  1880 

Feb.     I,  1896 

Mar.  16.  1896 

•Jan.      1,  1912 

Feb.  27.  1913 

•Nov.    1.  1914 

•Sq>t    1,  1919 

•Sept.    1,  1919 

•Fd>.     1,  1922 

June     7,  1875 

Dec.  27.  1881 

Jan.     1,  1883 

Mar.  11,  1889 

Apr.  29,  1892 

Jan.    16,  1896 

Jan.    18,  1897 


Nov.  1, 
Mar.    5, 

June  25, 
Jnly  18, 
July  15. 
Mar.  4. 
Oct    15. 


1897 
1914 
1901 
1906 
1907 
1914 
1921 


f  In  die  case  of  the  Central  Library  and  some  of  die  branches  and  stations  the  opening 
was  in  a  different  location  from  that  now  occupied.  •  As  a  branch,  f  In  building 
owned  by  Gty.  and  exclusively  devoted  to  library  uses,  t^^  City  building,  in  part 
devoted  to  odier  municipal  uses.  §  Occupies  rented  rooms.  ifThe  lessee  of  die 
Fellowes  Adienaeum,  a  private  library  association. 
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To  His  Honor.  James  M.  Curley. 

Majfor  of  the  Cit}^  of  Boston. 

Sir:  —  The  Board  of  Truatecs  of  the  Public  L3>rary  of 
the  City  of  Boston  submits  herewith  the  seventy-first  annual 
report  of  the  progress  of  the  Institution  for  the  year  ending 
January  31.  1923. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  BOARD. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  organized  for  the  year  on  May  1 2, 

1922.  by  the  electicHi  of  the  Reverend  Alexander  Mann,  D.D.. 

as  President,  Mr.  Samuel  Carr.  Vice  President,  and  Miss  Delia 

Jean  Deery.  Clerk.     Mr.  Guy  W.  Currier  was  appointed  a 

.  trustee  tor  die  term  ending  April  30,  1923,  to  fill  the  vacancy 

'  r^  caused  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Samuel  Carr.     The  Rt.  Rev.  Msgr. 

•  Arthur  T.  Connolly  was  reaiq[>ointed  a  trustee  for  the  term  end- 
ing April  30,  1927. 

The  deadi  of  Mr.  Samuel  Carr  on  May  29,  1922,  ended  a 

^  career  of  long  and  faithful  service  on  this  Board.     At  a  meeting 

^  on  June  23,  1 922,  the  Trustees  placed  upcxi  their  records  the 

following  resoluticHi: 

^  By  the  death  of  Mr.  Samuel  Carr,  May  29.  1922,  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston  has  lost  its  oldest 
member.     Mr.  Carr  was  appointed  a  trustee  June  24.  1895,  to  fill  out 

*  the  unexixred  term  of  Mr.  S.  A  B.  Abbott  who  had  resigned.     He 
served  until  April  30,  1 896,  and  in  June  of  that  year  the  Trustees  placed 

-  upon  record  die  following  resolution: 

"As  Mr.  Samuel  Carr  has  ceased  to  be  a  Trustee  of  the  Public  Li- 
brary by  reason  of  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office,  his  associates  on 
v.  '  the  Board  denre  to  express  and  record  their  appreciation  of  his  valuable 
^^^services.     It  is  therefore 

"Raohed^  That  Mr.  Carr,  by  his  faithful  and  successful  discharge 
^  of  his  official  duties,  is  entided  to  the  gratitude  of  the  citizei^s  and  friends 
'    of  the  Library. 

^^.      "Always  manifesting  deep  interest  in  his  trust,  he  was  constant  in  at- 
>&  tending  our  meetings  and  ready  at  all  times  to  perform  his  share  of  the 
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work.  To  the  many  important  matters  specially  referred  to  his  considera- 
tion he  gave  faithful  attention,  exhibiting  therein  excellent  judgment  and 
great  executive  ability. 

"His  thorough  knowledge  of  business  principles  and  methods  enabled 
him  to  render  valuable  assistance  to  the  Board,  and  made  his  work  useful 
and  beneficial. 

**Resohedt  That  the  Trustees  gratefully  accord  to  him  the  freedom 
of  the  alcoves,  with  the  customary  privileges." 

Mr.  Carr  was  again  appointed  a  trustee  of  the  Library  May  1 ,  1 908, 
and  served  continuously  from  that  date  to  the  time  of  his  death.  In  Febru- 
ary, 1 9 1 7,  he  was  elected  Vice  President  which  office  he  continued  to  hold 
through  the  remainder  of  his  career.  His  term  of  service  therefore  ex- 
tended over  twenty-seven  years,  almost  the  lifetime  of  a  generation. 

The  City  which  can  command  a  service  like  this  of  a  man,  prominent 
in  the  financial  and  business  world,  burdened  with  many  respo^bilities, 
who  gladly  gave  to  the  work  of  the  Library  the  benefit  of  his  business 
ability  and  wise  judgment,  may  indeed  count  itself  fortunate.  To  his 
fellow  trustees  the  death  of  Mr.  Carr  means  not  only  a  loss  to  the  City, 
but  a  personal  sorrow. 

Always  courteous  and  considerate,  singularly  modest  and  self-effacing, 
it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  Mr.  Carr  through  his  long  term  of  service 
endeared  himself  to  every  member  of  the  Board.  With  all  his  gentleness 
of  manner  and  speech  there  was  also  a  quiet  courage  in  standing  always 
for  what  he  felt  to  be  the  highest  interests  of  the  Library.  He  has  left  to 
the  City  which  he  loved  a  fine  example  of  unselfish  and  efficient  service 
and  to  his  frietids  of  the  Library  Board  a  happy  memory  which  they  will 
ever  cherish. 

Resolved,  That  this  minute  be  placed  upon  our  records  and  that  a  copy 
be  sent  to  Mrs.  Carr  and  also  to  the  press. 

On  October  20,  1922.  the  Rt  Rev.  Msgr.  Arthur  T.  Con- 
nolly was  elected  Vice  President  of  the  Board  to  fill  die  vacancy 
caused  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Samuel  Carr, 

Later  in  the  year  the  Board  was  faced  with  another  loss  in  the 
resignation  of  die  Reverend  Alexander  Mann.  D.D..  its  Presi- 
dent, who  had  been  elected  Bishop  of  die  Diocese  of  Pittsbur^^. 
Pennsylvania.  Dr.  Mann  was  first  appointed  a  trustee  of  the 
Library  by  Mayor  George  A.  Hibbard  on  May  23.  1908.  to 
fill  out  the  unexpired  term  of  the  Reverend  James  DeNormandie. 
D.D..  who  had  resigned,  the  term  ending  on  April  30.  1910. 
He  was  reappointed  by  Mayor  James  M.  Curley.  and  again 
reappointed  by  Mayor  Andrew  J.  Peters,  for  a  term  ending 
April  30.  1925.     Since  May  20.  1920.  Dr.  Mann  has  been 
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President  of  the  Board.  Hie  Trustees  have  placed  upon  dieir 
records  the  following  resolution  relative  to  Bishop  Mann*s  re- 
tirement: 

The  resignation  of  the  Reverend  Alexander  Mann,  D.D.,  as  a  trustee 
of  the  Boston  PubKc  Library,  ends  fourteen  years  of  generous  service  to 
die  city  he  loved  so  well.  He  was  for  several  years  President  of  this 
Board.  His  departure  from  us  supplies  a  fitting  moment  in  which  to 
record  our  ai^eciation  of  the  value  of  his  diligent  and  faithful  work  as 
a  member  of  diis  Board. 

Dr.  ManH  was  a  loyal  associate,  prominent  in  the  life  of  the  community, 
interested  in  public  affairs,  and  intensely  and  assiduously  devoted  to  all 
matters  that  related  to  the  welfare  of  the  Boston  Public  Library,  which 
he  regarded  as  one  of  the  city's  finest  jewels.  We  shall  ever  fondly 
remember  his  frank  sincerity,  his  charming  manner  and  the  strength  of 
character  which  made  up  his  splendid  personality. 

Voted,  that  Bishop  Mann  be  accorded  the  freedom  of  the  alcoves,  and 
that  this  expression  be  placed  upon  the  records  of  the  Board,  and  a  copy 
thereof  transmitted  to  Bishop  Mann,  with  assurances  of  our  most  dQs* 
tinguished  consideration  and  respect 

RECEIPTS  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

The  money  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Library 
comes  from  the  city  of  Boston  by  annual  and  4>ecial  appropria- 
tions, as  well  as  the  unexpended  balance  and  income  from  Trust 
Funds,  which  at  die  close  of  the  year  totalled  $66,630.50. 

Other  sources  of  income  are  receipts  from  fines,  from  sales  of 
catalogues,  commissions  on  telephone  stations  in  the  Library,  sale 
of  waste  paper,  pasrments  for  lost  books,  and  interest  on  bank 
deposits,  which  are  paid  into  die  City  Treasury  for  general 
municipal  purposes,  and  which  for  the  past  year  amounted  to 
$14,633.61. 

BRANCHES  AND  READING  ROOMS. 

The  New  West  Rozbury  Brandi  Library  building  was  dedi- 
cated on  Monday,  April  17,  1922.  This  attractive  building, 
for  whidi  an  ai^ropriation  of  $61 ,000  was  made  in  1921 ,  is  a 
notable  addition  to  the  group  of  library  buildings  owned  by  die 
City. 

The  South  Elnd  Branch  will  soon  be  moved  to  its  new  quarters 
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in  the  Municipal  Building  just  cc»npleted  at  die  comer  of  West 
Brookline  Street  and  Shawmut  Avenue. 

Soutfi  Boston  is  still  in  need  of  a  new  and  separate  library 
building;  the  Trustees  have  called  attention  to  this  need  for 
many  years.  This  Branch  still  occupies  quarters  in  the  second 
story  of  a  bank  building. 

Requests  for  the  establishment  of  new  reading  rooms  are  re* 
ceived  from  time  to  time,  but  the  most  immediate  need  for  library 
extension  is  the  establishment  of  a  business  brandi,  which  has 
been  repeatedly  urged  by  the  Examining  Committee  and  the 
Trustees. 

ESTIMATES   1923-1924. 

The  estimates  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Library  for  the 
coming  year,  presented  in  a  Budget  already  submitted  for  your 
ccMisideration,  amount  to  $849,716,  of  which  $580,000  is  for 
personal  service  and  $269,716  for  general  maintenance. 

BOSTON  RETIREMENT  PENSION. 

During  the  past  year  die  enactment  by  the  Massachusetts 
Legislature  of  a  law  known  as  the  Pension  Bill,  relative  to  the 
retirement  of  certain  employees  of  die  City  of  Boston,  was  ac- 
cepted by  the  City  Government.  The  passage  of  such  legisla- 
tion has  been  urged  by  this  Board  for  more  than  a  dozen  years. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  held  on  June  23,  1922,  the  following 
action  was  taken  concerning  this  piece  of  legislation : 

Resohed,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  of  the 
Librarian  of  the  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston  the  Pension  Bill 
recently  enacted  by  the  Great  and  General  Court  of  the  Commonwealth,  is 
a  wise,  constructive  and  forward  looking  piece  of  legislation  possessing 
features  of  mutual  benefit  to  the  city  and  its  employees;  and,  therefore, 
the  members  of  the  Board  and  the  Librarian  on  behalf  of  the  employees 
of  the  Public  Library  earnestly  express  their  hope  that  it  will  receive  the 
favorable  consideration  of  His  Honor  die  Mayor  and  the  members  of  the 
City  Council. 

LANGDON  L.  WARD. 

The  service  of  the  Library  suffered  a  severe  loss  in  the  deadi 
of  Mr.  Langdon  L.  Ward  on  August  1 5,  1 922.     Mr.  Ward 


151 

had  been  connected  with  the  Library  in  important  work  for 
just  over  a  quarter  of  a  century. .  At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees 
on  October  6,  1922,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  in 
fond  remembrance  of  his  devoted  service : 

Resohed^  That  die  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Public 
Library  of  the  City  of  Boston  place  on  record  their  appreciation  of  die 
twenty-six  years  of  faithful  servic  given  by  the  late  Landgdon  L.  Ward. 

Entering  the  employ  of  the  Library  in  1 896  as  Custodian  of  the  Broad- 
way Extension  Readbg  Room.  Mr.  Ward  was  appointed  Supervisor  of 
Branches  in  1898,  the  position  which  he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
During  the  years  of  his  employment  the  branch  system  was  greatly  enlarged 
and  popularized.  His  patience,  enthusiasm,  fairness  and  learning  brought 
him  the  respect  and  goodwill  of  his  colleagues  throughout  the  Library 
Department.  His  passing  marks  the  close  of  a  long  and  efficient  term  of 
service  of  a  public  servant  of  die  City  of  Boston. 

TABLE  OF  TRUST  FUNDS. 

A  detailed  statement  of  these  funds,  and  the  income  therefrom, 
is  contained  in  the  report  of  die  City  Auditor,  but  a  condensed 
statement  of  them  is  as  follows : 

FUND.  AMOUNT.  RESTRICTIONS  OF  GIFT. 

Artz  .    $  10,000XX)    For  die  purchase  of  Tahiable  and  rare  editioiii  of 

die  wriliiigB,  eidier  in  vene  or  prose,  of  American 
and  of  foreign  audiors,  **lo  be  laio¥m  as  die  Long- 
fellow Memorial  Collection.** 

Bales  50,000.00    To  buy  **books  of  permanent  value.** 

Bigelow  1.000.00    Puichase  of  boob. 

BillingB .  100,000.00    For  the  purchase  of  books. 

Bowdilch  10,000.00    For  **lfae  purchase  of  books  of  permanent  value  and 

audiority  in  mathematics  and  astronomj,**  to  be 
added  to  the  Bowcfitch  Collection. 

Bradlee.  1,000.00    Unrestricted. 

Center   .  39,543.14    Unrestricted. 

Children  s    (under 
Benton  Will)  100,000.00    For  die  purchase  of  books  for  die  use  of  die  young. 

Available  only  in  yean  when  die  City  appropriates 
for  the  maintenance  of  die  Library  at  least  3%  of 
die  amount  available  for  department  expenses  from 
taxes  and  income  in  said  City. 

Clement .  .  2,000.00    For  die  purchase  of  books. 

Codman  2,854.41     For  die  purchase  of  books  upon  landscape  gardening. 

Cutter    .  4,100.00    For  die  purchase  of  books  and  for  binding  for  the 

Abram  E.  Cutter  Collection. 


Carried  forward    $320.49735 
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Brought  forward 

**Elizabedi*'  (under 
Maldielt  Will) 

Ford 
FraakliB  Cliib 


Charlolle  Hank 

Tbomaf  B.  Harrii 
Hjde     .        . 
Knapp  . 

Abbott  Lavrrence 
Edward  Lawrence 


$320.49735 
25.000.00 

6.000.00 
1.000.00 

10.000.00 

1.000.00 

3.632.40 

10.000.00 

10.000.00 

500X)0 


Lewu    . 

5.000.00 

Loring  . 

500.00 

Mead    .        .       . 
0*ReUl7        . 

2.500.00 
1.000.00 

PhilUpt .       .       . 

30.000.00 

Pierce   . 
Pratt     . 
Scholfield       . 
Sewall  .        . 
Sldnner  • 
South  Botlon . 
Ticknor . 

5.000.00 

500.00 

61.600.00 

25.000.00 

51.732.14 

100.00 

4.000.00 

Todd    .        .        , 

50.000.00 

Towniend 
Treadwell      .        . 
Tufti    . 
Twentieth  Regimen 

4.000.00 

13.967.^ 

10.131.77 

t         5.000.00 

Walef  .        .        . 
Alice  L.  Whitney , 

5.000.00 
5.000.00 

James  L.  Whitney . 
Wilton  . 

7337.68 
1.000.00 

Total     .        . 

$678.21923 

For  die  purchate  of  bookt  of  "permanent  value  and 

authority.'* 

Unrestricted. 

Bookt  of   pennanent  value,   preferably   books  on 
government  and  political  economy. 
Bookt  relating  to  American  hitlory. 

Bookt  for  Charletlown  Branch,  publithed  before 

1850. 

For  benefit  of  die  Charletlown  Branch. 

Unrestricted. 

For  die  purchate  of  bookt. 

Books  having  a  pennanent  value. 

**To  hold  and  apply  the  income  and  to  much  of  the 
principal  at  they  [the  Trutleet]  may  choose  lo  the 
purchate  of  tpecial  bookt  of  reference  to  be  kept 
and  uted  only  at  the  Charlettown  Branch  of  taid 
Public  Libraiy.** 

For  the  purchate  of  old  and  rare  bookt  to  be  added 

to  the  John  A.  Lewit  library. 

Memorial  Fund,  from  die  income  of  which  bookt 

are  to  be  bought  for  die  Wett  End  Branch. 

Unrettricted. 

From  the  Papyrut  Club  for  the  purchate  of  bookt 

at  a  memoriu  of  John  Boyle  0*Reilly. 

**To  the  maintenance  of  a  free  public  Kbrary.** 

**Purchate  of  bookt*** 

**Bookt  of  pennanent  value  for  die  Balet  Hall.** 

For  die  benefit  of  die  Dorchester  Branch. 

To  be  used  for  books  of  pennanent  value. 

For  die  purchase  of  books. 

Unrestricted. 

For  benefit  of  die  South  Boston  Branch. 

Books  in  Spanish  and  Portuguese,  five  jrears  old  in 

some  one  edition. 

The  income  to  be  expended  annually  for  current 

newipapen  of  this  ana  odier  countries. 

Books  five  years  old  in  some  one  edition. 

Unrestricted. 

For  die  benefit  of  die  Charlestown  Branch. 

**For  die  purchase  of  books  of  a  military  and 
patriotic  character,  to  be  placed  in  the  alcove  appro- 
priated as  a  Memorial  of  die  Twentieth  Regiment** 

For  the  purchase  of  books. 

For  the  benefit  of  sick  and  needy  employees  and 
die  purchttM  of  books. 
For  books  and  manuscripts. 
For  the  purchase  of  books. 
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EXAMINING  COMMITTEE. 

The  Trustees  call  attention  to  the  Report  of  the  Examining 
Committee  which  is  appended  hereto  and  included,  as  required 
by  the  city  ordinance,  as  a  part  of  this  report  Many  of  the 
suggestions  and  reccxnmendations  embodied  in  the  study  of  the 
Examining  Committee  have  die  sympathy  and  general  approval 
of  the  Board.  The  carrying  out  of  certain  of  the  reaxnmenda- 
tions,  however,  would  necessarily  require  a  larger  appropriation 
than  can  at  present  be  e3q>ected.  Those  who  served  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Examining  Committee  for  the  fiscal  year  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Heniy  Abrahams.  Miss  Mary  E.  T.  Healy. 

Miss  Esther  G.  Barrows.  Mr.  Victor  A.  Heath. 

Paul  F.  Butler.  M.D.  Miss  Heloise  E.  Mersey. 

Mr.  Francis  M.  Carroll.  Hubert  T.  Holland,  M.D. 

Mrs.  William  H.  Devine.  Mr.  Vincent  A.  Keenan. 

Miss  Rosanna  M.  Dowd.  William  Jason  Mixter,  M.D. 

Mr.  Walter  F.  Downey.  Mr.  Cornelius  A.  Parker. 

Mrs.  Carl  Dreyfus.  Rev.  W.  Dewees  Roberts. 

Mr.  Henry  Gideon.  Prof.  Frank  Vogel. 

Mr.  Henry  E.  Hammond.  Mr.  Robert  F.  WauL 

PRIVATE  AID  FOR  THE  LIBRARY. 

The  Public  Library  is  the  only  source  to  which  the  great 
masses  must  turn  for  dieir  reading.  An  examination  of  the 
Table  of  Trust  Funds  printed  as  a  part  of  this  report  will  show 
how  small  is  the  possible  income  to  be  derived  therefrom.  The 
last  fiscal  year  it  amounted  to  $23,523. 1 4.  It  will  be  noted  diat 
there  are  only  eij^t  funds  in  excess  of  $25,000.  Attention  may 
well  be  called  to  the  fact  that  the  income  from  one  of  the  two 
largest  funds  of  $  1 00,000  each  has  not  been  available  for  any 
year  since  its  receipt.  TTm  is  the  **Children*s  Fund**  under  die 
will  of  the  late  Jo»iah  H.  Bent(m,  the  income  of  which  is  avail- 
able only  in  years  when  Boston  appropriates  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  Library  at  least  3  per  cent  of  the  amount  available  for 
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department  expenses  from  taxes  and  income  in  the  said  city.  In 
the  years  when  such  amount  is  not  appropriated,  the  income 
goes  to  the  poor  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

For  many  years  this  Institution  has  held  a  high  position  aonong 
the  libraries  of  the  country  because  of  its  scholarly  collections, 
many  of  them  unique,  and  in  some  rejects  unexcelled.  It  is 
apparent,  however,  with  the  development  of  the  Library  and  the 
extension  of  its  service  through  branches,  reading  rooms  and  de- 
posit stations  in  all  sections  of  the  municipality,  die  growing  and 
reasonable  demands  for  the  more  popular  books  of  both  fiction 
and  non-fiction,  that  the  financial  burden  entailed  cannot  be  met 
by  the  city  alone,  generous  as  it  has  been  in  the  past.  Indeed, 
the  time  has  come  when  the  Library  either  must  lose  its  scholarly 
standing  or  must  fail  to  serve  the  great  reading  public  in  its  call 
for  recreational  reading  and  the  less  solid  books  of  non-fiction. 
Without  an  increased  income  from  trust  funds  it  will  soon  be  quite 
out  of  the  question  to  round  out  and  maintain  collections  that 
have  been  in  the  past  of  so  great  service  to  scholars  and  research 
students  not  only  in  Boston  and  vicinity,  but  diroughout  the 
world.  Other  big  cities  can  boast  of  large  gifts  of  money  made 
to  their  libraries  by  private  individuals.  On  this  score  Boston, 
holding  a  distinguished  place  for  its  culture  among  American 
cities,  has  comparatively  little  in  the  way  of  memory  with  which 
to  thrill  its  citizens  with  civic  pride.  What  a  city  gives  for  the 
conduct  of  its  public  library  indicates  to  the  outside  world  its 
interest  in  things  aside  from  the  mere  physical  necessities  of  its 
people.  The  Trustees  urge,  therefore,  upon  private  citizens 
who  have  been  able  to  provide  splendidly  equipped  home  libra- 
ries for  their  own  families,  the  crying  need  of  Boston's  thousands 
who  hunger  for  good  reading,  denied  them  because  unable  to 
provide  such  for  themselves,  and  the  great  service  they  may 
render  dieir  fellow  citizens  and  posterity  by  private  benefactions, 
the  income  from  which  will  effectively  help  meet  the  ever  in- 
creasing demand  upon  the  Central  Library  and  its  agencies. 
Surely,  Boston  with  its  traditional  pride  needs  but  to  know  the 
situation  in  which  diis  great  Library  now  finds  itself,  in  order  to 
come  generously  to  the  rescue. 
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CONCLUSION. 


The  Board  wishes*  in  conclusion,  to  express  its  warm  ajq^re- 
ciation  of  the  Librarian,  the  Assistant  Librarian,  and  the  whole 
corps  of  faithful,  mtelligent  and  efficient  workers  who  toil  in- 
cessantly under  conditions  not  always  encouraging,  to  preserve 
the  hig^  place  which  the  Boston  Public  Library  has  always  held 
among  similar  institutions  throughout  the  country.  Of  dieir 
^lendid  s|Mrit  of  cooperation,  without  which  our  efforts  must 
signally  fail,  we  cannot  speak  too  highly. 

Alexander  Mann, 
Arthur  T.  Connolly, 
Louis  E.  Kirstein, 
Michael  J.  Murray, 
Guy  W.  Currier. 
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BALANCE  SHEET.  RECEIPTS  AND 


Dr. 

CENTRAL  LOKAIIir  AND  BkANCHES: 

To  espoidilnrcs  for 

Pennanent    cmployeet    (ezclucire    of    Printing    and 

Binclery  Departnienls) 

Temporary  cnfJojees 

Service  other  than  penonal: 
CoDlract  work  • 
Pottage 

Transportation  of  pemns 
Cartage  and  fiei|jbl  . 
Light  and  power 
Kent  •        •        • 

Picnuiun  (MD  surety  bond 


Cleaning,   towels,   etc. 
Rcnoral  of  snow 

Expert  and  ardulecl  . 
Fees 

Mecfical    • 

Eztetimnation  of  insects 
Boiler  inspection 
General  fjant  repairs 


To  ezpendhtnies  for  equpment: 


$361,781.74 
100.068.44 


$       1939 

1.7^.01 

254J()4 

12.119.13 

9.924.40 

16.945.19 

5J0O 

1246.73 

882.91 

650.10 

115.50 

400JOO 

2.40 

36J0O 

6.00 

36.00 

5.495J60 


rnmilnre 


$    1.930.67 
549.16 


Gty  appropi 
Trust  fundi 


Newipapen: 
Todd  fund 
TreadweD  fund 


$91,464.12 
19.615.44 


.  $1.938i)3 
329.60 


Periodicals 
Tools  and 
General  plant 


111.07976 


2.267J63 

9.568.68 

737.17 

578J84 


$461,870.18 


49.907.40 


126.711.91 


$638j849.49 
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EXPENSES.  JANUARY.  31.  1923. 


Cr. 


By  City  AppRopiaATiON  \922r-\923      ....  $74l.993i)0 

iBcone  from  Tnisl  fimdi 23.523.14 

Income  from  James  L.  Whitney  Bibliographical  Account  700.00 

Interest  on  deposit  in  London 206.72 


$766,424.86 


Carried  formard 


$766,424.86 
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BALANCE  SHEET.  RECEIPTS  AND 
Dr. 

Bronghi  ftnard $638,849.49 

CiNTlAL  LiBBARY  AND  BRANCHES: 
To  cxpeadiliirei  for  luppfiet: 

Ofice $3,57129 

Food  and  MO 453.90 

!»•' 21.92238 

FofMe  and  amadt 9.65 

Medicd 6j85 

LaaMby.  ckoaii^  nd  toilet 95726 

Afncvllanl I9I35 

Chaucab  and  dniafoclanli 34.00 

G««fml  plaal I.7I7.I4 

28.863.82 

To  apeadilwci  tor  Balerial: 

Electrical $I207j68 

G-Mtal  plant 1.997.17 

^,  , ,_  3 J04B5 

Special  ilBBn: 

To  apoHfitwct  horn  Alice  L.  WUtnej  Fnnd  .  $  75XX) 

P*«wi 462M 

537jB8 

BiNDUY  DKPAKmCNT: 

To  aipcMfitnee  for  talarici $55.Q23j60 

4233.90 

54J08 

4in 

^         _                             32935 

R«PMw 54J0 

^  •     ^ 44.19 

Snail  wpplM 47  J2 

59J9I34 

fhUNTINC  DKPAKnSNT: 

To  iniinJhiM  for  talaim $12235.42 

2J0O5.44 

14534 

353.10 

^•-«t 32935 

Re?»« 8751 

U^ 31.15 

SnaU  wppliNa 11526 

15303.17 

Jimtts  IHnHT  RKAm!«c  Room; 

To  owMitom  for  takma $377j62 

706J5 

7I6l96 

1JB0I33 

C«fW  fiTMrwr $747.992J08 
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EXPENSES.  JANUARY.  31.  1923. 


Broaght  forward 

By  Balances  brought  forward  from  February  1, 1922 

Trust  fundi  income,  City  Treasury 
Trust  Funds  income  on  deposit  in  London 
Gty  appioprintion  on  deposit  in  London  . 
James  L.  Whitney  Bibliographic  Account 
Jeffries  Point  Reading  Room 


Cr. 

$766,424^ 


$43.10736 

15.91222 

5.39236 

3.860.61 

1.817.44 


70.089.99 


Carried  forward 


$836,514.85 
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Dr. 

Brought  fonurd 

To  Amount  Paid  into  City  Treasury; 

From  fiBM $12331.46 

Sales  of  caUbgiiet,  bttUetms  and  Usli  .  56.51 

Commiition  on  talephone  stations 457.73 

Sale  of  waste  paper 396.24 

Payments  for  lost  boob 849.09 

Money  fomul 13.22 

Coal  penalties 2936 


$747.992i)6 


To  Balance,  January  31.  1923: 

Trust  funds  income  on  deposit  in  London 
Qty  appropriation  on  deposit  in  London 
Trust  funds  income  balance,  City  Treasury 
James  L.  Wbitney  Bibliographic  Account 
Interest  on  deposit  in  London 

Balance  unexpended: 

General  appropriation  .... 
Special  appropriation  (Jttiiu 


$  9.650.16 

4357.00 

50.934.27 

4.560.61 

206.72 


Point  Reading  Room) 


$16.795M 
16.11 


14.633.61 


69.7I0J6 


16.611.99 


$651,146.46 
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EXPENSES.  JANUARY.  31.  1923. 


Brought  formmd 

FioD  fian  .  .      $12331.46 

Sales  of  catalogues,  bnlletiBs  and  lists  ....  56.51 

Conimission  on  telephone  stations 457.73 

Sale  of  waste  paper 3%.24 

Payments  for  lost  books 849.09 

Money  £oand 13.22 

CmJ  penalties 2936 


Cr. 

$836,51435 


14.633.61 


$651,148.46 
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SPECIAL  ACCOUNT  1921-1922. 

Pasnnents  made  to  provide  for  the  unpaid  liabilities  incurred 

to  January  31,  1922,  inclusive. 

Penonal  tenrice: 
Pennanent  employees $8386.95 

Service  other  dum  penonml: 

Printiiig  and  Binduig 35.50 

Transportation  of  penons 35.40 

Cartage  and  freight 1,086.68 

Light  and  power 2,620.52 

Rent,  taxes  and  water 1.662.50 

Commwnication 209.76 

Cleaning 73.71 

Removal  of  snow 39.50 

Eufflinations 10.50 

General  plant 212.74 

$14373.76 


Machineiy    . $67622 

Fumitore  and  fittings 24.20 

Tools  and  instruments 80.17 

General  plant 1425 

794.84 

Supplies: 

Offic $1,070.78 

Food  and  ice 86.70 

Fuel 1.794.03 

Medical        . 735 

Laundry,  cleaning,  toilet 131.55 

Chemicals  and  disinfectants 2.40 

General  plant 49.% 

3,142.77 

Materials: 

Building $    193.00 

Electrical 85.89 

General  plant       ........  1,681.45 

1,96034 

$20.271 .71 


REPORT  OF  THE  EXAMINING   COMMITTEE. 

To  THE  Trustees  of  the  Pubuc  Library  of  the 
City  of  Boston. 

Ccntlcincn: 

The  Elxaminiiig  Committee  herewith  req[>ectfully  submits  its 
rqport,  which  is  compiled  from  the  reports  of  the  sub-committees. 

administration  and  finance. 

A  larger  appropriation  for  "Personal  Service**  is  reccrni- 
mended  in  order  diat  tfie  salaries,  especially  for  diose  members 
of  the  Library  staff  holding  major  positions,  may  be  increased, 
and  in  order  that  needed  additicmal  assistants  may  be  added  to 
the  staff  of  the  Central  Library  and  its  branches. 

The  usefulness  of  the  Library,  the  efficiency  and  economy  of 
operation,  no  matter  how  good  the  plan,  cannot  rise  higher  dian 
die  intelligence  and  devotedness  of  the  personnel  of  this  dq>art- 
ment  Given  an  efficient,  intelligent  and  devoted  Personal 
Service,  the  Library  will  increase  in  its  usefulness  and  it  will 
secure  the  support  of  the  public  for  its  material  needs. 

The  competition  of  offices,  and  more  recently  of  schools,  for 
die  same  kind  of  brains  required  for  library  service,  has  made 
an  increase  imperative,  if  the  Library  is  not  to  lower  its  stand' 
ards  of  intellectual  service.  The  salaries  of  secretaries,  of 
stenognq>hers,  of  teachers,  and  also  of  librarians,  in  cities  much 
smaller  than  Boston,  are  now  higher  than  those  of  the  Bostcm 
Public  Library,  and  the  result  is  that  both  men  and  women  who 
are 'worthy  of  positions  of  responsibility  are  not  entering  the 


A  bode  apprc^riation  equal  to  that  of  the  past  two  years  is 
recommended  in  order  to  meet  the  insistent  and  reasonable  de^ 
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mands  of  the  book  reading  public  served  by  the  Library.  In 
1916,  the  apprc^riation  for  this  purpose  was  $43,000.  To 
make  possible  an  equal  purchase  in  1922,  because  of  increased 
cost  of  books,  it  would  be  necessary  to  appropriate  iqpwards  of 
$76,000. 

Meanwhile,  the  circulation  has  increased  from  2,030,238,  in 
1916-1 7,  to  2,768,984,  on  February  1.  1922,  so  that  the  same 
service  would  require  an  additional  increase  of  tfiirty  per  cent, 
to  keep  pace  with  the  increased  circulati<m.  This  would  make 
necessary  an  appropriation  this  year  of  at  least  $  1 00,000  which 
would  furnish  no  better  supply  than  that  furnished  in  1916. 

A  miscellaneous  appropriation. sufficiently  large,  in  order  that 
die  proper  equipment  may  be  maintained  and  in  order  diat  the 
necessary  major  repairs  for  the  Central  Library  and  its  branches 
may  be  carried  out 

An  addition  to  the  Annex  in  order  that  the  Cataloguing  and 
Ordering  departments  may  be  transferred,  thus  releasing  valu- 
able space  on  the  ground  floor  of  the  Central  Library  for  public 
purposes. 

Provision  for  new  reading  rooms,  for  which  there  is  a  present 
demand. 

Some  relief  must  be  extended  to  the  over-crowded  conditions 
now  existing  in  all  departments,  and  the  recommendation  for  the 
installation  of  the  two  remaining  floors  of  steel  stacks  will  help 
materially. 

Relative  to  the  addition  to  die  Annex,  a  plan  has  been  sug- 
gested of  opening  a  book  storage  building,  planned  purely  for 
utility  at  some  point  widiin  a  reasonable  distance  of  the  Central 
Library,  where  land  values  are  low,  but  sufliciently  central  for 
convenience,  to  which  litde-used  books  for  special  uses  could 
be  transferred,  and  to  which  readers  could  be  directed.  This 
would  release  much  floor  space  in  the  Central  Library  for  use. 
This  project  is  for  the  future,  but  should  be  borne  in  mind  for  the 
early  future. 

The  Committee  reccxmnends  that  all  possible  influence  be 
brought  to  bear  by  the  Examining  Committee  and  Trustees  to 
secure  the  co-operation  of  the  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce 
in  establishing  a  Business  Men*s  Branch  in  die  new  building. 
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BOOKS  AND  CATALOGUES. 

The  GMiunittee  heartily  concurs  with  the  report  made  by  the 
Committee  last  year,  and  desires  to  emphasize  every  point  of 
last  year's  report  which  has  not  been  acted  upon,  also  to  add 
that  space  could  be  gained  in  the  catalogue  end  of  Bates  Hall  if 
the  catalogue  were  set  into  the  walls,  as  it  now  is  in  the  same 
ro<»n  on  the  wall  toward  the  reading  room.  This  should  not  be 
cosdy  and  would  give  one-third  more  room.  The  Committee 
would  also  reccHnmoid  that  every  branch  reading  room  be 
equipped  with  electric  lights,  suitably  placed,  as  eyesight  is  of 
more  value  to  the  possessor  than  most  things. 

SPECIAL  LIBRARIES. 

The  Conmiittee  wishes  to  reiterate  a  very  pertinent  criticism 
of  the  committee  of  last  year,  namely  that  the  lighting  facilities 
in  the  Art  Library  be  improved.  The  poor  lighting  arrange- 
ments are  noticeable  to  a  casual  observer,  to  say  nothing  of  one 
who  can  ai^reciate  prc^r  light  for  this  sort  of  work. 

In  the  Music  Library  the  ventilation  is  very  poor  and  should 
be  improved.  All  music  and  books  relating  to  music  should  be 
collected  in  one  room,  and  this  might  be  dcme  in  the  present  Music 
Room  if  all  the  shelving  space  were  utilized. 

In  the  Barton -Ticknor  Room  another  assistant  is  needed, 
as  the  attendant  in  charge  has  more  work  than  one  person  can 
attend  to.     The  alcoves  in  this  rocmi  are  cold  and  inhospitable. 

Another  suggestion,  which,  unfortunately,  means  an  outlay  of 
money,  is  to  provide  metal  shelving  for  these  valuable  books; 
the  present  shelving  is  irregular  and  certainly  not  fireproof. 

PRINTING  AND  BINDING. 

The  conditions  obtaining  in  both  the  Printing  and  Binding  De- 
partments are  apparently  unchanged  from  last  year,  excepting 
a  greater  degree  of  efficiency  is  shown  by  the  work  accomplished. 

In  the  Printing  Department  die  eqiupment  is  in  good  condition, 
but  the  Committee  strongly  recommends  that  the  sum  of  at  least 
$600.  be  expended  for  die  purchase  of  new  fonts  of  type  very 
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much  needed  in  cataloguing  books  in  foreign  languages,  and 
which  were  not  purchased  because  of  expenditure  during  the 
war  period. 

The  Binding  Department  is  greatly  in  need  of  a  stitching 
machine  to  be  used  to  replace  hand  sewing  of  books  needing 
rebinding,  as  well  as  to  ke^  old  books  in  better  condition.  It  is 
a  known  fact  that  a  new  book  of  fiction  to-day  will  circulate 
six  times  on  the  average*  whereas  the  same  book  re-enforced  will 
go  thirty-five  times. 

The  Committee  was  informed  that  with  die  same  number  of 
employees  as  last  year  over  diirty-one  thousand  books  of  fiction 
alone  were  handled  by  this  department*  which  is  a  great  increase 
over  last  year's  ou^ut  The  present  force  is  working  under  a 
severe  strain  and  tension  and  the  Committee  finds  it  imperative 
that  the  number  of  employees  be  increased  when  practicable. 

The  Committee  concurs  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Elx- 
amining  Committee  of  the  past  two  years  that  these  two  im- 
portant departments  be  maintained  in  the  Library  building. 

BRANCHES  AND  READING  ROOMS. 

Tlie  South  End  Branch  Library  has  been  getting  ready  to 
move  for  several  mondis,  and  now  hopes  to  be  established  in  the 
new  Municipal  Building  early  in  1923. 

Hie  books  have  had  a  very  thorough  examination,  and  the 
number  has  been  reduced  to  about  1 4,000  volumes.  Some  of 
the  old  ones  weeded  out  have  been  resting  unused  in  the  stacks 
for  many  years. 

The  story-telling  gives  great  satisfaction,  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  in  the  new  building  more  constant  supervision  can  be  given 
since  there  the  whole  library  will  be  on  one  floor. 

The  lighting  and  ventilating  of  the  Andrew  Square  Reading 
Room  are  faulty.  There  is  urgent  need  of  Polish  books  for 
adults.  The  great  volume  of  attendance  is  in  the  evening,  and 
discipline  is  at  times  difficult.  Gas  is  the  lighting  medium  here ; 
there  is  electricity  in  the  building  and  it  could  be  installed  at 
moderate  expense  in  the  library  rooms.  When  it  is  a  question 
of  conservation  of  sight,  no  expense  should  be  considered. 
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The  City  Point  Reading  Room  needs  painting,  both  interior 
and  hallways,  the  latter  being  much  defaced,  cut,  and  generally 
damaged;  co-operation  of  school  teachers  and  principals  widi 
library  authorities  might  stop  this  vandalism.  The  lighting  sys* 
tern  is  poorly  placed.  The  traffic  of  cars  in  front  of  die  building 
and  dancing  upstairs  continually  dislodge  the  bulbs.  Green 
shaded  desk  lights  for  die  six  desks,  lights  for  tables  in  adult 
secticm  of  the  room,  and  small  lights  over  shelves  would  help 
here.  The  ceilings  need  whitewashing,  and  after  six  years  of 
occupancy,  new  shades  are  needed  at  tike  windows ;  as  reported 
last  year,  more  space  is  needed.  There  is  no  opportunity  for 
quiet  reading,  and  concentration  is  out  of  the  question.  More 
space  would  materially  add  to  efficiency  of  service. 

The  Tyler  Street  Reading  Room  is  situated  in  the  Municipal 
Building  on  the  floor  below  the  gymnasium,  and  diis  is  a  most 
undesirable  location.  The  noise  from  the  g3rmnasium  is  very 
pronounced  and  annoying,  and  it  is  impossible  to  do  any  con" 
centrated  reading  while  the  gymnasium  is  being  used.  The 
lights  are  about  ten  feet  above  the  tables,  and  inadequate  for 
proper  reading.  It  would  require  very  little  expense  to  lower 
these  lights  so  that  they  might  be  of  some  practical  use  to  the 
readers.  Tliis  reading  room  should  be  made  more  attractive, 
as  it  is  a  centre  where  a  great  deal  of  good  can  be  done  in  the 
way  of  Americanizing  a  large  foreign  element 

With  the  exception  of  the  Orient  Heights  Reading  Room,  the 
quarters  of  the  East  Boston  and  Charlestown  group  of  brandies 
and  reading  rooms  are  modem,  adequate  for  present  needs,  and 
in  good  condition.  The  lighting  system  at  the  East  Boston 
Branch  should  be  improved.  The  Orient  Heights  Reading 
Room  is  in  urgent  need  of  larger  quarters.  It  has  altogedier 
outgrown  its  present  accommodations.  The  generous  appro- 
priation for  books  granted  the  past  year  has  made  possible  a 
larger  supply  of  volumes  at  all  the  branches  and  reading  rooms. 
More  books,  however,  are  needed.  A  decided  effort  should 
be  made,  especially  through  the  public,  to  lessen  the  thieving 
and  mutilation  of  books.  Tlie  library  employees  are  greatly 
overworked. 
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The  Oxnmittee  recommends  diat  larger  quarters  be  found  for 
the  Jamaica  Plain  Reading  Rooms,  if  possible.  More  books 
are  needed  in  the  Jamaica  Plain  and  Brighton  groups. 

The  Roxbuiy  Branch  is  in  a  very  good  condition  and  contains 
an  ample  sui^ly  of  books  for  its  requiranents.  The  problem  of 
administration  in  diis  branch  is  laborious,  owing  to  the  library 
being  arranged  on  two  floors.  This  plan  requires  additicmal 
supervision  and  arduous  service,  and  there  is,  in  consequence,  an 
urgent  need  of  either  another  assistant  or  of  more  money  to 
pay  for  extra  service. 

While  the  Roxbury  Branch  is  well  patronized  by  adults  and 
children,  yet  owing  to  changes  in  the  local  population  of  late 
years,  some  utilization  of  social  service  might  tend  to  increase  its 
efficiency.  This,  of  course,  is  a  problem  to  be  solved  in  many 
localities. 

The  room  at  the  Mt  Pleasant  Branch  is  a  very  desirable  one, 
except  that  the  lighting  does  not  seem  to  l^  satisfactory.  The 
room  is  a  high  studded  (me  and  the  system  of  lighting  is  indirect 
The  result  is  that  diere  is  none  too  much  light  at  the  tables,  even 
where  they  are  directly  under  die  reflectors,  and  in  one  comer 
particularly  where  die  reference  books  are  located,  it  is  too  dark 
to  permit  continuous  reading.  The  walls  of  die  room  are  in 
shabby  condition  and  should  be  painted. 

In  no  place  is  there  greater  need  of  the  positive  social  service 
work  of  the  library  than  at  the  Dorchester  Branch.  Hie  popu- 
lation needs  the  vision  encouraged  by  such  an  institution.  Un- 
fortunately the  location  could  hardly  be  worse.  The  situation 
of  die  Library  in  the  same  building  with  the  District  Court  does 
not  encourage  attendance  and  it  is  believed  diat  this  is  the  reason 
why  the  growth  in  circulation  has  not  kept  pace  with  the  other 
branches.  Moreover  the  main  room  is  not  properly  ccxistructed 
to  give  imobstructed  view  of  the  shelves  and  this  doubtedless  en- 
courages the  loss  of  books  and  makes  the  control  of  the  users 
more  difficult.  The  renovation  and  rearrangement  of  the  Chil- 
dren's Room  has  helped  greatly  and  the  room  in  itself  is  well 
arranged.  The  objection  is  its  distance  from  the  main  room 
on  an  upper  floor.     The  sui^ly  of  books  is  good.     Probably 
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the  new  building  needed  is  impo889>le  of  adiievement  at  this 
time. 

The  Neponset  Reading  Room  is  well  located  and  has  a  good 
collection  of  pictures  for  children  and  encourages  work  with  the 
schools.  The  library  room  is  good  in  arrangement  and  the  boys 
and  girls  orderly. 

The  Lower  Mills  Reading  Room  has  an  excellent  location 
and  its  uze  is  ample.  It  is  supplied  with  a  good  collection  of 
books.     The  librarian  should  have  a  regular  assistant 

The  report  of  last  year  on  the  Mattapan  Branch  gave  a  pic- 
ture of  the  deplorable  lack  of  sui^)ort.  Since  that  time  the 
librarian  has  had  a  regular  assistant  granted  her  and  that  con- 
stitutes an  improvement  There  is  a  great  opportunity  here  in 
a  district  widi  a  large  population  of  children.  Need  exists  for 
making  die  reading  room  a  real  social  force.  The  location  is 
fair,  but  the  room  is  inadequate  with  no  opportunity  for  expan- 
acm.  There  is  a  need  here  of  more  books*  more  tables,  and 
some  arrangement  should  be  made  to  place  a  rail  or  counter 
about  the  librarian's  station.  The  room  is  poorly  lighted  both 
by  windows  and  artificial  light  The  walls  need  painting  and 
the  ceiling  cleaning.  The  fixtures  and  the  woodwork  are  dark 
in  color  and  add  to  the  darkness  of  the  room.  The  floor  is  of 
hard  pine  and  the  tramping  of  die  children  coming  and  going 
makes  reading  practically  impossible.  The  supply  of  books  for 
school  children  is  inadequate,  especially  the  third,  fourth  and 
fifth  grades. 

The  Uf^ams  Comer  Branch  is  apparendy  doing  well.  The 
location  is  good,  but  it  needs  a  new  magazine  case  for  the  chil- 
dren's room  and  more  shelf  room.  Hie  latter  is  a  difficult 
problem  because  the  wall  space  is  well  occupied.  This  brandi 
seems  to  be  very  widely  used  not  only  for  the  purpose  of  reading, 
but  pediaps  also  because  it  furnishes  social  attracticms  for  the 
young  people  in  the  neighborhood. 

The  Mt.  Bowdoin  Branch,  one  of  the  most  crowded  as  to 
seating  capacity,  tables  and  shelf  room,  has  been  improved  under 
a  new  arrangement.  Peihaps  in  no  place  has  more  been  ac- 
ccwoplished  in  the  way  of  efficient  handling  of  a  very  poorly 
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arranged  and  inadequate  room.  The  time  will  soon  c<Hne  when 
in  this  most  important  centre  an  adequate  building  must  be  fum- 
ished. 

The  Codman  Square  Branch  continues  to  be  a  most  valuable 
social  and  educational  centre.  The  efforts  to  cooperate  widi  the 
sdiools  to  reach  the  children  of  the  district,  to  act  in  educating 
the  literary  taste  of  the  mothers,  and  the  fact  diat  with  some 
drawbacks  of  construction  the  building  is  modem  and  centrally 
located  help  to  make  it  one  of  the  most  efficient  in  the  city.  Al- 
ways  to  be  borne  in  mind  in  regard  to  all  these  brandies  is  the 
need  of  more  books,  more  assistants  and  higher  pay  in  order  to 
enable  the  library  to  compete  with  the  other  professions  and  lines 
of  business  to  secure  educated  and  efficient  service. 

The  reading  rooms  of  the  North  End  Branch  are  cheerful* 
inviting  and  wellordered.  It  does  practically  the  work  of  a  set- 
tlement house  and  does  it  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  both  the 
piiblic  and  the  workers  in  the  Branch.  Its  patrons  have  die 
unique  distinction  of  caring  less  for  novels  than  for  books  of 
history  and  travel.  A  crsong  need  is  for  books.  They  need 
**easy**  books,  fairy  tales,  children's  books  of  all  kinds.  These 
should  come  in  steadily,  during  every  mcHith  of  the  year.  If 
the  City  is  to  do  its  duty  by  die  Italian  children  who  throng 
the  clean,  home-like,  well-ordered  rooms  of  this  branch,  there 
should  be  a  constant  stream  of  new  books. 

At  the  West  End  Branch,  too,  there  is  a  large  circulation  of 
books.  Crowds  of  children  are  handled  day  after  day  with 
efficiency.  On  a  single  day  during  the  Christmas  vacation  eight 
himdred  and  eighty-five  volumes  were  given  out.  But  at  present 
the  branch  is  working  under  a  heavy  handicap  of  inefficient 
housekeeping.  It  occupies  one  of  the  most  notable  buildings  of 
early  Boston  —  the  West  Church,  an  object  of  just  pride  to 
every  lover  of  old  Boston.  It  is  undoubtedly  a  difficult  house  to 
keep  clean;  but  no  pains  should  be  spared  to  make  its  fine  en- 
trance and  every  inch  of  its  good  woodwork  and  suitable  furnish- 
ings a  spotless  manorial  to  a  gracious  past.  It  should  be  a  shining 
example  of  cleanlmess,  order  and  dignity  to  all  the  neig^boihood 
in  which  it  is  set     The  Committee  re-emphasizes  the  report  of 
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last  year  recommending  a  more  modem  syrtem  of  lighting  for 
the  sake  of  efficiency  and  the  saving  of  expense.  The  li{^ting 
for  the  stacks  is  particularly  inconvenient  and  madequate  as  well 
aseq>ensive. 

CHILDREN'S  DEPARTMENT  AND  WORK  WITH  CHILDREN. 

In  order  to  give  adequate  information  relating  to  the  Library 
and  die  full  facilities  afforded  there,  the  committee  reommiends 
that  circulars  of  information  be  distributed  diroughout  all  the 
schools  in  the  city.  In  this  circular  the  opportunities  available  in 
the  main  Library  and  in  the  branches  should  be  set  forth,  to* 
gether  with  proper  means  of  insuring  co-operation  between  the 
schools  and  the  Library.  If  properly  employed  this  should  be 
of  great  service  to  the  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  city  and  should 
assist  also  in  a  reduction  of  the  loss  and  mutilation  of  library 
books.  This  is  a  matter  which  needs  careful  and  persistent 
attentiiMi,  and  only  die  most  vigilant  efforts  on  the  part  of  all 
concerned  and  a  development  of  a  hig^  sense  of  responsibility 
among  the  youth  of  the  city  can  assist  in  reducing  this  annual 
loss  and  destructicm. 

The  Ccxnmittee  desires  to  express  its  approval  of  the  use  of 
die  story  hour  in  various  branch  libraries  under  the  supervision 
of  this  department  The  numbers  that  have  attended  these 
meetings  have  shown  unmistakably  the  wide-spread  appreciation 
of  this  work. 

CONCLUSION. 

The  Committee  as  a  whole  desires  to  endorse  the  appeal 
for  better  pay  for  the  Library  staff.  It  is  undoubtedly  die  desire 
of  every  good  citizen  to  have  die  trusty  staff  of  the  City*s  great 
treasure  of  books  as  well  paid,  as  are  the  staffs  of  practically  all 
other  large  American  libraries.  We  have  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant public  libraries  in  the  world,  with  service  equal  to  any. 
and  we  have,  even  in  our  own  State  of  Massachusetts,  several 
smaller  libraries  paying  better  salaries.  Your  Committee  de- 
sires to  see  the  Boston  Public  Library  kept  in  the  very  first 
rank  in  every  respect     Indeed,  several  recent  reports  have  been 
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made  covering  diese  matters,  but  little  has  been  accomplished. 
The  Committee  wonders  v^ether  our  Boston  ^irit  of  leader- 
ship has  been  lost.  The  Boston  Public  Library  is  the  **mother** 
of  aU  public  cky  libraries  tax  supported  od  our  continent,  and 
diould  be  kept  well  in  the  lead  within  the  ability  of  our  con- 
stituency in  every  detail. 

The  main  points  of  the  subcommittees  are :  1 .  A  satisfactory 
scale  of  returns  for  all  employees;  2.  Books;  3.  Light;  4.  Re- 
pairs and  upkeep.  Of  greatest  importance  for  the  whole  sys- 
tem is  die  establi^mient  of  a  branch  library  for  the  business  men 
of  Greater  Boston  in  the  new  building  of  the  Chamber  of  Oxn- 
merce.  The  lighting  should  be  gone  over  in  every  library  and 
reading  room»  and  no  expense  avcnded  to  render  this  first  class 
in  every  respect. 

Adc^ted  as  the  Report  of  the  Examining  Committee*  January 
29.  1923. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 

To  the  Board  of  Trustees: 

I  respectfully  subnit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  January 
31.  1923. 

INTRODUCTION. 

An  inadequate  appropriation  for  the  Library  Department  has 
forbidden  any  important  extension,  either  of  service  or  of  per- 
sonnel, during  the  year  just  closed.  The  Library  System,  how- 
ever, has  made  more  than  satisfactory  progress.  Heads  of  de- 
partments and  many  of  the  branch  librarians  rqx>rt  that  never 
in  the  history  of  the  Institution  has  so  great  use  been  made  of 
the  reading  rooms  and  of  the  non-circulating  collections.  Bates 
Hall,  the  reading  rocMns  in  the  Special  Libraries  Department,  the 
Children's  Room,  the  Teacher's  Room,  the  Information  Office 
and  the  Open  Shelf  Rocnn,  in  the  Central  Building,  have  often 
been  taxed  beyond  capacity.  The  same  is  true  of  reading  rocMns 
in  many  of  the  branches  throughout  die  system. 

The  large  increase  in  circulation  of  a  year  ago  —  223,870 
over  the  year  1920—1921  —  was  a  direct  result  of  the  purchase 
of  more  books  for  circulation,  made  possible  through  the  enlarged 
book  appropriation  of  $100,000.  It  was  questioned  whether 
the  circulation  for  the  current  year  would  show  a  marked  gain, 
but  it  is  a  satisfaction  to  report  that  the  circulation  for  the  past 
year  was  2,768,984;  a  gain  of  96,338  over  the  year  1921-22. 
In  1917—18  the  total  circulation  of  the  Library  System  was 
2,028,053;  the  five  year  period,  therefore,  including  the  cur- 
rent year,  shows  a  satisfactory  gain  in  circulation  of  740,931. 
With  more  books,  more  branches,  more  service,  the  figures  could 
be  enormously  increased;  the  Library  Department  which  re- 
ceived 1 .03  cents  on  each  dollar  expended  by  the  City  last  year. 
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is  on  the  threshold  only  of  its  oi^>ortuiiity  for  a  greatly  enlarged 
service. 

REQUIREMENTS. 

The  major  requirements  for  the  Boston  Public  Library  system 
for  the  next  fiscal  year  may  be  summarized  as  follows : 

1.  A  larger  personal  service  appropriation  in  order  that 
salaries*  especially  of  those  members  of  the  Library  staff  holding 
major  positi<His«  may  be  increased*  and  in  order  that  the  needed 
additional  assistants  may  be  added  to  the  staff  at  the  Central 
Library  and  branches. 

The  last  general  increase  to  employees  was  voted  in  April 
1 920,  when  special  consideration  was  given  to  the  middle  grade 
employees,  those  receiving  under  $2000.  The  holders  of  tfie 
more  req>onsible  positions  received  in  most  cases  no  increase  in 
wages.  Increases  were  also  given  at  that  time  to  all  employees 
in  the  mechanical  departments  to  meet  the  salary  scales  of  the 
various  imions.  The  amount  allowed  for  increases  in  pay  in 
1920  totalled  scxne  $80,000.  Since  then  no  general  salary 
increase  has  been  voted. 

2.  A  book  appropriation  equal  at  least  to  that  of  the  past 
two  years,  namely  $1 00,000,  in  order  to  meet  in  part  the  insistent 
and  reasonable  demands  of  the  book-reading  public  served  by 
the  Library. 

3.  Miscellaneous  appropriations  sufficiently  large  to  make 
possible  the  maintenance  of  die  pr(q>er  equipment  and  the  carry- 
ing out  of  die  necessary  major  repairs  at  the  Central  Library, 
brandies  and  reading  ro(»ns. 

4.  Some  provision  for  the  rapid  future  growth  of  the  Insti- 
tution, eq>ecially 

(a)  Immediate  installation  of  the  two  remaining  floors  of 
steel  stacks  in  the  Annex; 

(b)  The  addition  of  two  floors  to  die  Annex  to  provide  for 
the  transfer  of  the  Catalogue  and  Ordering  Departments,  thus 
releasing  valuable  space  on  the  ground  floor  of  the  Central 
Building  for  public  purposes ; 
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(c)  New  branches  and  reading  rooms  in  various  sections  of 
the  city  for  which  there  is  and  has  been  a  popular  demand. 


BOOKS. 

Tht  Library  has  acquired  the  past  year  78,309  books,  as 
against  77,861  in  1921-22  at  a  total  cost  of  $1 10,430.35. 

Of  diis  number  67,452  volumes  were  added  by  purchase, 
8,165  by  gift,  and  the  remainder  by  exchange,  etc.  The  num- 
ber of  gifts  represents  only  those  volumes  accessioned  and  cata- 
logued; die  total  number  of  volumes  received  by  gift  was 
12,968.  Of  die  purchases,  4,701  volumes  were  bought  with 
trust  funds  at  a  cost  of  $18,986.23;  62,751  volmnes  and  the 
periodicals  subscribed  for  throughout  the  Library  System  repre- 
sent the  ouday  of  the  Budget  allowance  of  $  1 00,000.  The  cost 
of  periodicals  was  $9,585.16.  Of  the  total  number  of  books 
bought  with  the  current  appropriation,  55,31 1  volumes  (86  per 
cent)  were  placed  in  branches  and  in  the  Deposit  Collection 
and  included  29,798  volumes  (53  per  cent  of  the  total)  of  books 
for  younger  readers. 

For  the  second  time  in  the  history  of  the  Library  die  sum  of 
$100,000.  has  been  allowed  by  the  City  for  the  purchase  of 
books  and  periodicals.  While  from  all  points  of  view  this  seems 
a  generous  allowance,  its  chief  use  has  been  to  supply  the  thirty- 
two  branch  libraries  with  books  for  circulation.  It  should  be 
noted,  however,  diat  when  the  library  year  closed  diere  were 
nearly  7,000  titles  of  books,  asked  for  by  the  branches  for  re- 
placement of  worn  out  material,  which  had  been  necessarily  held 
up  during  the  fall  months  for  lack  of  money.  Taking  out  the 
cost  of  periodicals,  there  was  left  about  $90,000.  to  equip  thirty- 
two  branches,  the  branch  deposit  collection,  the  Central  Library 
and  all  the  distributing  c^itres  with  new  books,  including 
reference  books,  technical  books,  new  fiction,  replacements  of 
worn  out  books,  and  children's  books. 

In  die  last  five  years,  the  manufacturing  cost  of  books  has 
almost  doubled.  Technical  books  especially  are  of  high  cost 
and  in  constant  demand.     The  call  for  more  and  more  children's 
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books  is  insistent  For  every  University  Elxtension  course  given, 
the  Library  is  asked  to  provide  collateral  reading.  There  is 
seemingly  no  end  to  the  demands  made  on  the  book  appropria* 
tion. 

For  the  more  important,  rare  and  costly  books  which  extend 
the  special  collections  of  fine  arts,  architecture,  music,  Americana, 
first  editions,  etc.,  the  Library  de[>ends  on  the  income  of  Trust 
Funds,  and  in  many  cases  it  has  been  necessary  to  forego  the 
acquisition  of  desirable  material  in  all  these  fields  because  of  the 
inadequacy  of  this  income. 

Hie  fiscal  year  1922-23  has  been,  neverdieless,  a  year  of 
opportunity  in  sales  of  early  American  literature  and  first  editions 
of  modem  authors.  The  Artz  Collection,  consisting  of  first 
and  rare  editions,  has  been  enriched  to  the  extent  of  scnne  three 
hundred  volumes,  secured  chiefly  at  aucticm  sales. 

A  special  collection  of  American  poetry  and  plays  covering 
die  period  1 786  to  1 850  was  obtained  at  the  sale  of  the  Sturges 
library  in  New  York,  an  unusual  assemblage  of  American  litera- 
ture by  a  collector  of  note.  A  complete  examination  of  the 
catalogue  of  the  sale  revealed  the  fact  that  this  Library  pos- 
sessed 1 ,469  oirt  of  the  1 ,938  titles  listed  and  purchases  at  the 
sale  increased  this  number  by  over  one  hundred  volumes. 

To  the  Brown  Music  Library  the  most  striking  additions  have 
been  the  full  score  of  Mozart*s  Don  Juan,  Leipzig  ( 1 79-?) ; 
Schubert's  Erlkonig,  Wien,  1 82 1 ;  Choral-Buch,  endialtend 
alle  zu  dem  Gesangbuche  der  Evangelischen  Briider-Gemeinen 
von  Jahre  1 778  gehorige  Melodien,  Leipzig,  1 784,  all  secured 
from  Vienna ;  a  collection  of  autographs  of  the  Members  of  the 
Sacred  Harmonic  Society  presented  as  a  testimonial  to  Sir 
Michael  Costa  in  1 865  on  the  Society's  first  performance  of  his 
oratorio,  Naaman ;  and  1 3 1  songs  (with  music)  of  the  World 
War. 

Other  interesting  acquisitions  include  seven  New  England 
almanacs  issued  before  1800,  two  of  which  were  published  in 
Boston,  and  a  nimiber  of  early  American  periodicals,  among 
them  The  Broadway  Journal,  edited  by  Edgar  Allan  Poe, 
New  York,  1 845. 
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To  enable  the  Technical  Division  to  supply  the  pressing  de- 
mand for  books  on  radio  telegraphy,  a  special  purchase  was 
made  of  some  sixty  of  the  titles  most  frequently  called  for. 
There  was  also  bought  in  response  to  an  urgent  request  from  a 
constituency  of  readers  a  collection  of  books  in  Ukrainian,  a 
language  hitherto  unrepresented  in  the  Library. 

In  the  following  list  are  noted  some  of  the  most  important 

single  works  acquired  during  the  year: 

Baldass,  Ludwig.  Die  Wiener  Gobelinsammlung.  Dreihundert  Bild- 
tafeln  mit  beschreibendem  Text  und  wissenschaftlichen  Anmerkungen. 
Amtliche  Ausgabe.    Wien.     1 920.     1 5  parts.    Plates,  some  colored. 

Blake,  William.  Illustrations  to  the  Divine  G>medy  of  Dante.  Lon- 
don. Printed  privately  for  the  Nation  Art-Collections  Fund.  1922. 
1 02  plates  in  collotype  facsimile. 

Blake,  William.  William  Blake's  designs  for  Gray's  poems  repro- 
duced full-size  in  monochrome  or  colour  from  the  unique  copy  belonging 
to  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Hamilton.  London.  1 922.  Portrait.  Plates, 
some  colored. 

Boccaccio,  Giovanni.  II  libro  di  Messer  Giovanni  Boccaccio,  cittadino 
Horentino  chiamato  II  decameron.  Nella  Stamperia  Ashendeniana,  Chel- 
sea.    1 920. 

British  Museum.  Department  of  Manuscripts.  Catalogue  of  western 
manuscripts  in  the  old  Royal  and  Kings  collections.  By  Sir  George  F. 
Warner  and  Julius  P.  Gilson.  London.  1921.  Text,  3  v.;  Atlas, 
125  plates.  An  important  work  which  has  been  in  preparation  since 
1894. 

Chaucer,  Geoffrey.  The  workes  of  ovr  ancient  and  learned  [met, 
Geffrey  Chavcer,  newly  printed.  (Edited  by  Thomas  Speight)  Lon- 
don.    1602.    Illus.     Portrait 

Dante  Alighieri.  La  Divina  Commedia.  Facsimile  del  Codice 
Landiano  MCCCXXXVI.  Pubblicato  in  celitosettantacinque  esemplari 
nel  VI  Centenario  dalla  morte  del  poeta.  Olschld.  Firenze.  MCM- 
XXI.    Folio.    212  heliotype  plates.    Elsemplare  No.  35. 

Darell,  John.  Strange  news  from  th*  Indies;  or,  East-India  passages 
farther  discovered.    London.     1 652. 

Dryden,  John.  The  medall.  A  satyre  against  sedition.  London. 
1 682.  On  a  medal  struck  by  the  English  Whigs  to  celebrate  the  acquittal 
of  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  on  the  charge  of  treason. 

Evans,  Sir  Arthur  John.  The  Palace  of  Minos.  A  comparative  ac- 
count of  the  successive  stages  of  the  early  Cretan  civilization  as  illustrated 
by  the  discoveries  at  Knossos.    Vol.  I .    London.     1 92 1 .     Illus.    Plates. 

Gay,  John.     Fables.     By  Mr.  Gay.     London.     1727.     Vignettes. 


132] 

The  vignettes    are  engraved  by  Fourdrinier,  Van  der  Gucht,  Gravelot 
and  others. 

Hope,  Sir  William  Henry  St.  John.  Wmdsor  Castle ;  an  architectural 
history.  Collected  and  vmtten  by  command  of  their  Majesties  Queen 
Victoria,  King  Edward  VII.,  &  King  George  V.  London.  1913. 
Text,  2  V.    Plates. 

Japan.  Imperial  Commission  to  the  Panama-Pacific  International  Ex- 
position. Japanese  temples  and  their  treasures.  Eldited  by  His  Imperial 
Japanese  Majesty's  Commission  .  .  .  (from  the  publication  of  the  De- 
partment of  the  Interior).  Tokyo.  1915.  Illus.  Adas,  529  plates, 
some  colored.     (One  of  an  edition  of  200  copies.) 

Kitton,  Frederick  George.  Charles  Dickens  by  pen  and  pencil.  31 
engraved  portraits,  many  being  remarque  proofs  on  India  paper  and 
other  illustrations  and  portraits.  With  supplement  London.  1889— 
1890.    2v. 

Libby  Prison  play-bill.  TTie  Libby  Prison  minstrels.  Thursday  eve- 
ning, Dec.  24,  1 863.  Programme.  Richmond.  1 863.  Original  play 
bill  of  a  theatrical  performance  given  by  the  Northern  officers  in  Libby 
Prison  during  their  confinement  there. 

Louvre,  Musee  du,  Paris.  Le  Musee  du  Louvre  depuis  1914;  dons, 
legs  et  acquisitions.    Paris.     1919-21.    3  v.    Illus.    Portraits.     Plates. 

Mather,  Cotton.  The  life  and  death  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  John  Eliot, 
who  was  the  first  preacher  of  the  Gospel  to  the  Indians  in  America.  The 
3d  edition  carefully  corrected.    Lotadon.     1 694. 

Mercier,  Desire  Joseph,  Cardinal,  Archbishop  of  Malines.  Patriotism 
and  endurance.  Pastoral  letter  of  Cardinal  Mercier,  Christmas,  1914. 
Illustrated  by  the  Benedictine  Nuns  of  Maredret  in  the  Gothic  style  of  the 
Xlllth  and  XlVth  centuries.  Tumhout  (Belgium).  1921.  35  illumi- 
nated plates. 

Oakley,  Violet  The  holy  experiment:  a  message  to  the  world  from 
Pennsylvania.  Series  of  mural  paintings  ...  in  the  Governor's  recep- 
tion room  and  in  the  Senate  Chamber  of  the  State  Capitol  at  Harrisburg. 
Pennsylvania.  Philadelphia.  1 922.  Illus.  22  colored  plates.  Illumi- 
nated coat  of  arms,  borders  and  chapter  headings.    Autograph  facsimiles. 

Sadler,  Anthony.  The  subjects  joy  for  the  Kings  restoration,  cheer- 
fully made  known  in  a  sacred  masque:  gratefully  made  publique  for  His 
Sacred  Majesty.     (1st  edition.)     London.     1660. 

Shawn,  Edwin  C.  Ruth  St  Denis:  pioneer  and  prophet.  Being  a 
history  of  her  cycle  of  oriental  dances.  (Decorations  by  W.  F.  Rausclma- 
bel.)    San  Francisco.     1920.    2  v. 

Simeoni,  Gabriello.  Figvre  del  vecchio  (e  del  nvovo)  testamento, 
illustrate  di  bellissime  stanza  volgari  da  Gabriel  Simeoni.  Nuouamente 
ristampate,  et  con  diligetiza  corrette.  In  Vinegia.  1574.  2  v.  in  1. 
370  woodcuts. 
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Shakeq>eare,  William.  (Works.)  (The  Vale  Shakespeare.)  Deco- 
rated by  Charles  Ricketts.    London.    39  v.     1900-1903. 

Speidell,  John.  A  geometricall  extraction.  0)llected  out  of  the  best 
and  latest  writers.    London.     1616. 

As  has  been  stated,  the  gifts  received  during  the  year  aggre- 
gated I2»968  volumes,  13,078  isues  of  serials,  763  photographs, 
349  lantern  slides  and  48  newspaper  subscriptions  from  5,936 
givers,  as  compared  with  11 , 1 93  volumes,  1 6,362  issues  of 
serials,  485  photographs,  and  48  newspaper  subscriptions  from 
5,411  givers  in  1921. 

The  gifts  constituted  a  rather  larger  number  of  volumes  dian 
usual  and  those  of  especial  interest  have  been  noted  as  customary 
in  the  Quarterly  Bulletins.  The  Patent  Office  of  Great  Britain 
continues  to  send  its  very  valuable  Patents  for  Inventions,  the 
British  Museum  has  presented  its  important  Subject  Index  of  the 
Modem  Books  acquired  1916-20,  and  A  Catalogue  of  the 
Persian  printed  boc^s  in  the  Museum.  The  Library  is  indebted 
to  die  Siamese  Legation  at  Washington  for  Buddhaghosa*s  Com- 
mentary on  the  Four  Nikayas  of  the  Sutta  Patika,  twelve  vol- 
umes in  the  Pali  language  of  Siam.  The  volumes  constitute  a 
ccnnpleiiieittary  issue  to  the  Tripitaka,  in  39  volumes,  which 
was  given  to  die  Library  by  the  King  of  Siam  in  1895.  The 
Prefecture  du  Department  de  la  Seine,  Paris,  has  sent  the  con- 
tinuing volume  (15)  of  the  Histoire  generale  de  Paris  and 
Sommier  des  biens  nationaux  de  la  Ville  de  Paris  in  two  volumes. 

The  Library  has  also  received  during  the  year,  through  Mr. 
William  Minot,  administrator,  a  bequest  from  Sarah  E.  Pratt, 
late  of  Boston,  the  sum  of  $500.  for  the  benefit  of  the  Dorchester 
Branch.  The  Trustees  voted  to  fund  this  bequest  as  the  Sarah 
E.  PratI  Fund,  die  income  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  books 
for  the  Dorchester  Brandi. 

REGISTRATION  DEPARTMENT. 

On  January  31,  1922,  there  were  outstanding  109,950  regis- 
tration cards.  Through  the  Central  Library,  its  branches  and 
reading  rooms,  there  have  been  added  34,708  new  registrations 
and  2 1 ,508  renewals,  making  a  total  of  56,2 1 6  cards  added 
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during  the  year.  There  have  been  52.283  borrowers  who  have 
allowed  their  hcHne  use  privilege  to  lapse,  making  a  total  of 
113.883  "live"  cards  on  February  1.  1923.  a  gain  of  3.933 
over  last  year.  Among  the  borrowers  who  allow  their  cards  to 
lapse  each  year  must  be  numbered  those  students  who  are  no 
longer  in  residence.  At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  there  were 
31.472  "live"  card  registrations  of  teachers;  712  of  this  num- 
ber were  new  registrants  —  473  residents  of  the  city  and  239 
non-residents  who  teach  in  institutions  of  learning  in  the  City  of 
Boston.  Special  privilege  cards  were  voted  by  the  Trustees  to 
1 68  persons ;  these,  added  to  the  228  that  have  been  renewed, 
make  a  total  of  396  "live"  special  privilege  cards. 

With  the  growth  of  the  Library  registration  and  the  develop- 
ment of  the  geographical  records,  consideration  must  soon  be 
given  to  the  need  for  more  adequate  filing  cases  in  the  department 

CATALOGUE  AND  SHELF  DEPARTMENT. 

The  number  of  volumes  and  parts  of  volumes  catalogued 
during  the  fiscal  year  1922-23  was  91,723.  and  the  number  of 
titles  62.846.  The  number  of  cards  added  to  the  catalogues 
was  212,635,  of  which  184.666  were  added  in  the  Central  Li- 
brary and  27.969  in  the  branches.  Of  the  cards  filed  in  the 
Central  Library  56.367  were  placed  in  the  Bates  Hall  and  Issue 
Department  catalogues.  53.772  in  the  official  catalogues,  and 
25.601  in  the  catalogues  of  the  Special  Libraries,  and  lists  in 
process.  Temporary  author  and  subject,  or  title  cards,  were 
filed  in  the  Bates  Hall  and  Fine  Arts  catalogue  within  a  few  days 
after  the  receipt  of  every  new  bound  work.  Printed  catalogue 
cards  for  all  new  books  have  been  sent,  as  usual,  to  the  Elditor 
as  a  basis  for  copy  for  the  Quarterly  Bulletin.  One  card  for 
every  title  printed  was  sent  to  the  Library  of  Congress  as  in  the 
nineteen  preceding  years,  in  return  for  which  this  Library  has 
received  galley  proofs  of  the  Library  of  C<Higress  cards.  One 
card  for  each  title  has  also  been  sent  to  the  Harvard  College 
Library,  which  has  sent  in  return  its  own  printed  cards. 

Two  vacancies  of  importance  exist  in  die  Catalogue  Depart- 
ment, both  calling  for  expert  knowledge  of  cataloguing  and  ac- 
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quaintance  with  foreign  languages.  Properly  qualified  persons 
are  ai^arendy  not  to  be  found,  even  at  a  salary  scMnewhat  higher 
than  die  amount  at  which  the  positions  are  graded.  Unless 
suitable  assistants  can  be  found,  and  unless  vacancies  of  less 
importance  in  the  Shelf  Department  are  filled,  the  work  of  the 
Department  will  materially  suffer.  As  stated  in  a  previous  re- 
port, the  work  of  rec(xnmending  desirable  titles  found  in  bibli- 
ographies,  periodicals,  lists  and  texts  has  been  carried  on  as 
usual.  There  are  besides  many  instances  of  service  of  which 
no  record  is  kept ;  translations  are  made,  letters  cm  bibliographical 
and  other  matters  are  answered,  and  readers  and  investigators 
helped  in  their  researches.  These  activities  cannot  appear  in 
die  statistics  of  this  Department  or  of  odier  departments,  but  the 
wide  reputation  of  the  Library  for  generous  and  scholarly 
service  justifies  the  time  given  to  this  work. 

The  usual  details  for  two  successive  years,  presented  by  the 
Chief  of  the  Catalogue  Department,  may  be  found  on  page  65 
of  the  Appendix. 

PUBLICATIONS. 

TTie  fourth  volume  (Fourth  Series)  of  the  Quarterly  Bulletin, 
devoted  primarily  to  the  presentation  of  tides  of  new  books,  was 
completed  in  December.  It  contained  462  pages  —  an  increase 
of  about  fifty  pages  over  any  preceding  volume  of  the  series. 
This  was  due  partly  to  die  experiment  tried  out  in  the  March 
number,  and  continued  through  the  year,  of  adding  brief  dtles 
under  subject  headings,  where  only  the  author*s  name  had  been 
given  heretofore ;  and  partly  to  the  inclusion  of  a  short  bibliog- 
raphy in  each  number.  The  additional  space  dius  demanded 
was  partially  offset,  however,  by  abolishing  geographical  head- 
ings, which  had  been  used  in  connection  with  such  general  sub- 
jects as  Literature,  History,  EconcMnics,  Travel,  etc.  These 
innovations  seem  to  have  been  generally  approved  and  therefore 
justified. 

Each  number,  except  that  of  September,  has  included  editorial 
material  descriptive  of  some  one  of  die  special  libraries,  and  all 
have  given  reprints  or  facsimile  reproductions  of  some  valued 
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document*  wkh  explanatory  or  dher  notes.  In  March  the 
Bowditch  Library,  formerly  die  property  of  Dr.  Nathaniel  Bow- 
ditch,  was  presented,  with  the  assistance  of  material  furnished 
by  Dr.  Vincent  Y.  Bowditch,  and  Mr.  James  H.  Bowditch 
very  kindly  allowed  the  Library  to  make  and  use  a  reproduction 
of  Gilbert  Stuart*s  portrait  of  his  grandfather,  now  in  his  pos-* 
session.  A  facsimile  of  Boston's  first  city  charter,  to  celebrate 
the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  its  granting,  and  a  list  of  work 
on  Pageants  and  Masques,  compiled  by  Miss  E.  Carolyn  Merrill 
of  the  Catalogue  Department  were  the  other  features  of  die 
March  number.  In  June  the  Allen  A.  Brown  libraries  —  both 
the  Music  and  the  Dramatic  collections  —  were  treated,  ac- 
companied by  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Brown  after  that  by  John  H. 
Garo,  which  was  presented  to  the  library  by  friends  of  Mr. 
Brown,  and  now  hangs  in  the  Music  Ro(»n.  A  facsimile  of  a 
manuscript  account  of  a  journey  from  Boston  to  Albany  in  July, 
1 746,  was  included  in  the  June  mmiber,  with  editorial  notes  on 
the  purpose  of  the  journey  and  on  the  travellers.  Books  and 
magazine  articles  on  the  Project  Method  of  Education  were 
the  subject  of  the  special  list,  compiled  by  Miss  Alice  M.  Jordan, 
Supervisor  of  Work  with  Children.  The  Library  having  re- 
cently purchased  an  original  leaf  of  &e  Gutenberg  Bible  of 
1430-55,  one  side  of  this  leaf  was  reproduced  in  facsimile  for 
the  September  Bulletin ;  the  only  other  special  item  was  a  list  of 
newspapers  currently  received  in  the  News  Room.  This  list 
was  so  marked  by  asterisks  as  to  show  also  the  papers  of  which 
files  are  preserved,  and  was  mainly  the  work  of  Pierce  E. 
Buckley,  Custodian  of  Bates  Hall  Centre  Desk,  Patent  and 
Newspaper  Departments.  In  December  the  story  of  the  Prince 
Library  was  told,  and  the  Old  South  Church  and  Society,  by 
whom  the  Prince  Collection  was  deposited  with  the  Public 
Library,  very  generously  allowed  the  Library  to  photograph 
their  copy  of  John  Greenwood's  portrait  of  Thomas  Prince  as  a 
frontispiece  to  the  Bulletin.  An  original  letter  of  the  Rev.  Jere- 
my Belknap,  dealing  principally  with  political  conditions  in 
Boston  in  1 789,  formed  part  of  die  December  issue,  and  a  list 
of  maps  of  Massachusetts,  its  counties  and  towns,  compiled  by 
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John  Murdoch  of  the  Catalogue  Department,  was  added.  The 
September  and  December  numbers,  following  the  custom  of 
many  years,  gave  space  for  the  announcement  of  public  lectures 
and  courses  of  instruction  given,  not  oaly  within  the  Library 
building,  but  in  many  other  centres  throu^^out  the  city.  As  an 
indication  of  educational  ideals  and  standards  these  announce- 
ments furnish  very  valuable  data. 

Elach  number  of  the  Bulletin  has  been  printed  m  an  edition  of 
two  thousand  copies,  with  seventy-five  copies  on  durable  paper. 

During  die  year  the  Library  has  also  issued  the  following 
publications : 

Weekh  Lists.  52  numbers  in  editions  of  2,500  each,  edited 
by  Lucien  E.  Taylor  of  the  Catalogue  Department.  Beginning 
with  February  4,  1922,  each  list  has  contained  a  single-page 
siq>plement  entitled  Ten-Book  List.  These  supplements,  53  in 
number,  treat  of  subjects  of  current  interest  or  in  constant  request, 
and  give  the  titles  of  books  which,  in  text  and  illustrations,  make 
the  subject  vivid  for  the  general  reader.  Each  list  has  been 
prepared  and  annotated  by  a  person  especially  familiar  widi 
the  subject,  usually  a  member  of  the  Staff. 

Ust  of  Books  on  Modern  Ireland^  (7)  +  90  pp.,  a  reprint  of 
300  copies,  with  corrections,  c(xi4>iled  by  Lucien  E.  Taylor,  of 
the  Catalogue  Department 

Libri  Italiani  Modemu  (6)  +  108  pp.,  compiled  by  Mary 
H.  Rollins,  of  the  Catalogue  Department;  1000  o^ies,  75  on 
special  paper. 

A  Caide  to  Serial  Puhlications  foimded  prior  to  1918  and 
now  or  recently  current  in  Boston,  Cambridge,  and  vicinity,  com- 
piled and  edited  by  Thomas  Johnston  Homer;  part  1 ,  A-Bibl., 
1050  copies,  50  on  special  paper,  xvi,  96  pages.  Eighty-five 
libraries  are  covered  by  this  union  list,  and  part  1  contains  1 859 
main  entries.  Tlie  remaining  material  will  be  printed  as  rapidly 
as  possible;  it  is,  meanwhile,  accessible  for  use  in  the  Barton 
Gallery  of  the  Central  Library. 

Ubrarjf  Life,  the  Staff  Bulletin,  entered  upon  its  second  year 
in  CXrtober  under  the  same  general  management,  but  widi  an 
added  and  well-organized  force  of  assistants,  which  should  in- 
crease its  value  in  the  particular  fields  \^ere  it  gleans. 
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BATES  HALL. 


Tlie  revision  of  the  Reference  ColIecd(Hi,  begun  several  years 
ago,  has  proceeded  until  only  the  sections  devoted  to  language 
and  geography  await  a  systematic  rearrangement  When  those 
shelves  are  completed,  the  Reference  Collection  will  include 
current  books  covering  the  various  fields  of  knowledge  as  well 
as  the  well  tested  books  of  earlier  years.  The  changes  in  the 
collection,  as  a  matter  of  record  for  the  year,  total  932  titles 
(1270  volumes).  There  have  been  placed  on  the  shelves  400 
new  titles  (316  volumes)  and  the  cunent  issues  of  103  **con- 
tinuations."  The  volumes  on  chemistry  and  physics  have  been 
transferred  to  the  Technical  Division  of  the  Library  which  has 
assumed  charge  of  those  subjects.  It  is  a  gratification  to  note 
that  the  missing  list  is  smaller  than  in  any  year  since  the  con- 
clusion of  the  war.  During  1922-23,  191  volumes  disappeared 
from  the  shelves,  but  the  recovery  of  23  volumes  missing  in 
former  years  reduces  the  net  loss  to  1 68  volumes. 

The  year*s  correspondence  has  been  somewhat  larger  than 
that  of  last  year.  Answers  have  been  sent  to  642  inquirers,  of 
whom  619  live  in  the  United  States  and  23  in  foreign  countries. 

BATES  HALL  CENTRE  DESK.  NEWSPAPER  AND  PATENT  RCX>MS. 

It  is  impracticable  to  record  the  use  of  the  Bates  Hall  reference 
collections,  consisting  of  over  ten  diousand  volumes  on  the  <^>en 
shelves  of  the  ro(Hn.  The  attendance  and  use  of  the  collections 
has  probably  held  its  own  in  comparison  with  other  years,  even 
though  there  has  been  a  slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  books 
sent  from  the  Library  stacks  on  **Hall  Use**  slips.  The  total 
number  of  volumes  sent  to  Bates  Hall  during  the  past  three  years 
were  as  follows:  1920-21,224,501;  1921-22,251,141; 
1922-23,  240,600.  The  largest  daily  circulation  was  1,218 
on  March  4,  1922.  The  maximum  attendance  was  298  on 
January  29,  1922,  at  5  p.m.,  compared  widi  336  on  October 
30,  1 92 1 ,  at  die  same  hour.  It  is  inevitable  that  delays  in  the 
delivery  of  books  should  sometime  occur;    but  comparatively 
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few  persons,  compared  with  the  large  number  using  die  Hall, 
are  inconvenienced.  As  was  stated  last  year,  no  improvement 
in  service  can  be  anticipated  until  some  modem  mechanical  sys- 
tem is  installed  connecting  Bates  Hall  with  the  distant  stacks 
from  which  the  bodes  are  sent. 

Newspaper  Room.  There  are  267  new^apers  regularly 
placed  on  file  in  the  Newq>aper  Room ;  of  this  number  2 1 0  are 
dailies  and  57  weeklies;  1 90  are  papers  published  in  die  United 
States  and  77  in  foreign  countries.  The  bound  volumes  in  die 
newspaper  coUecticm  now  number  6,747,  of  which  %  volumes 
were  added  during  die  cmrent  year.  Readers  applying  for 
bound  files  numbered  18,639  and  ccmsulted  33,364  volumes, 
an  increase  over  1921-22  of  35  readers  and  180  volumes  con- 
sulted. Below  are  listed  the  number  of  foreign  papers  received, 
arranged  by  countries  and  by  languages,  and  also  the  number  of 
American  papers  printed  in  foreign  languages. 


FOR 

EIGN  PAPERS  ] 

BY 

COUNTRIES. 

Argenlme  Republic 

.       1 
.      4 

Engild ' 

.      1 
.    10 

Japan 

New  Zealand. 

Austria    . 

,      1 

Finland  • 

.      1 

Newfoundland 

Belgium  . 

.      1 

France    . 

.     5 

Nonnray  • 

Berauicla 

.      1 

Germany 

.     7 

Panama  . 

Canada  • 

.    10 

Holland .        . 

.      1 

Portugal 

Cape  Colony  • 

.    1 

rinngary 

.      f 

Scotland 

.      2 

Ottle       .        .        . 

.    1 

India 

.     2 

Spain 

.      1 

Onna 

1 

Ireland   . 

.     6 

Sweden  • 

.     3 

Cuha 

,     2 

luly        .        , 

.     2 

Switzerland 

.     3 

Denmark 

2 

Jamaica  . 

.      f 

FOREIGN   PAPERS  I 

lY 

lANGUAGES. 

Dankh    . 

2 

French    . 

.      8 

Norwegian 

1 

Dalcli     . 

1 

German  . 

.      9 

Portuguese 

1 

English  . 

45 

Hungarian 

.      1 

Spanish  . 

3 

r  mnisn  .        .        • 

1 

Italian     . 

.      2 

Swedish  .        .        . 

3 

AMI 

LRICAN  PAPERS  IN  F( 

3R 

EIGN  LA 

NGUAGF.S. 

AQ>anian 

1 

French    . 

.       1 

Spanish  . 

1 

Arabic    . 

1 

German  . 

.      3 

Swedish  .        . 

2 

Armenian 

2 

Greek     . 

« 

2 

Welsh    .        .        . 

1 

Patent  Room.  The  Patent  collection  now  numbers  1 6,293 
volumes,  of  which  number  96  volumes  were  added  during  the 
past  year,  from  the  United  States,  Great  Britain,  France,  Cana- 
da, Australia,  and  New  Zealand.     No  files  of  German  patents 
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have  been  received  since  1914.  The  European  agents  of  the 
Library  have  been  unable  to  obtain  continuations*  ^ich  is  much 
to  be  regretted. 

INFORMATION  OFFICE,  GOVERNMENT  DOCUMENTS  AND 

OPEN  SHELF  ROOMS. 

The  service  offered  in  these  rocHns,  described  in  the  reports  of 
the  previous  two  years,  continues  to  grow.  Their  position  is 
strategically  excellent  and  they  save  much  time  for  die  visitor, 
especially  die  stranger,  who  does  not  know  the  location  of  the 
different  departments  and  what  they  have  to  offer.  In  the 
Information  Office  there  are  now  available  several  hundred  di- 
rectories and  telephone  books,  which  are  in  constant  use  —  a 
service  which  is  warmly  appreciated  by  the  public.  There  are 
also  live  files  on  banks  and  banking,  budgets,  foreign  trade,  etc ; 
news  letters  frcmi  banks,  business  organizations,  and  chambers  of 
commerce  throughout  the  country  are  regularly  received.  The 
vocational  file  has  been  brou^t  up  to  date  and  is  in  use  c<xi- 
tinually.  Indexes  have  been  made  for  the  business  and  voca- 
tional files  and  for  die  current  government  publications  on  the 
shelves  of  the  Document  Room. 

In  the  Open  Shelf  Room  books  on  travel,  biography,  eq[>ecial- 
ly  memoirs,  psychology,  business,  essays,  nature  books,  and  the 
collections  in  foreign  languages,  are  pc^ular.  Books  of  plays 
and  dramatic  criticism  are  much  in  demand,  particularly  when 
the  dramatic  schools  in  the  vicinity  of  Copley  Square  are  in 
session.  The  books  are  in  a  sense  hand  picked,  widi  the  excep- 
tion of  the  new  volumes  of  non-fiction;  the  shelves  are  filled  in 
the  main  with  books  publi^ed  several  years  ago,  taken  from  the 
main  stacks  of  the  Library.  The  collection  is  an  ever  changing 
one  and  suggestions  from  the  public  are  welcomed.  One  gentle- 
man, an  ardent  reader  of  books  on  travel,  lait  the  attendant  a 
card  catalogue  of  the  books  he  had  read  in  the  past  five  years; 
a  French  teacher  in  one  of  the  Boston  high  schools  submits 
an  occasional  list  of  modem  French  fiction ;  a  sociology  teacher 
enthusiastically  suggests  the  selection  of  books  on  that  subject 
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A  number  of  readers  keep  note  books  and  jot  down  Open  Shelf 
Ro(mi  suggestions  as  they  occur.  The  clientele  of  the  Open 
Shelf  Room,  the  Information  Office,  and  the  Government  Docu- 
ments Room  is  enthusiastically  appreciative. 

PERIODICAL  ROOM.  CENTRAL  LIBRARY. 

The  Custodian  of  the  Periodical  Room  reports  the  aggregate 
number  reading  in  the  room  at  certain  hours  in  each  of  the  last 
two  years  and  the  number  reported  five  years  ago,  as  follows : 

ATTENDANCE. 
At  the  boon  10  12  2  4  6  8  9.45 

A.M.  M.  P.M.  PJi.  P.M.  PJi.  PJi. 

1922-1923.  .  14371  16263  27326  33.109  22,241  26310  13^16 
1921-1922.  .  14.264  15.875  25.943  31.762  21.766  25.619  1Z827 
1917-1918.      .       9.873      12.961      20.673      26327      18.784     22.701        6.522 

The  use  of  bound  and  unbound  files  shows  a  large  increase 
over  last  year,  as  follows : 

BOUND  VOLUMES. 

1922-23.    1921-22. 

Volumes  consulted  dunag  day 44.843        42.924 

Volumes  consulled  during  eveningi  and  Sundays  18,762        17.581 

UNBOUND  NUMBERS  OF  MAGAZINES. 

1922-23.    1921-22. 

Volumes  consulted  during  day 53.786        53378 

Volumes  Goasnltod  during  eveningi  and  Sundays  23.479        22.736 

The  figures  given  show  a  steady  gain  over  the  year  1 92 1  -22 
in  the  number  of  readers  and  in  the  number  of  bound  and  un- 
bound magazines  used.  It  is  encouraging  to  be  able  to  state 
that  the  work  of  the  Periodical  Department  has  increased  in 
every  way,  not  only  in  the  number  of  periodicals  called  for,  but 
e4>ecially  in  die  increase  in  the  use  of  the  department  for  reference 
work.  At  times  the  statf  has  been  taxed  to  its  utmost  in  assisting 
the  large  numbers  of  students  that  ccHne  from  the  universities, 
colleges  and  schools  seeking  information  on  the  topics  of  the 
day.  When  funds  are  available  a  more  modem  equipment  of 
the  Periodical  Room  should  be  installed.  The  periodical  racks 
are  out  of  date  and  are  the  source  of  repeated  complaints  frcxn 
readers. 
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SPECIAL  UBRARIES. 

Following  is  a  brief  indication  of  the  scope  of  the  Special 
Libraries  located  on  the  third  floor  of  the  Central  Building: 

Fine  Arts  DeparlmenU  containing  books  and  periodicals  in 
die  fields  of  the  fine  arts  (architecture,  pamting*  sculpture,  etc), 
the  industrial  arts,  applied  sciences,  and  technology;  also  the 
Library's  collections  of  photographs  and  lantern  slides  for  study 
and  for  circulation. 

Music  Room,  the  Allen  A.  Brown  reference  collection  of 
music  and  literature  of  music;  also  a  large  collection  of  music 
for  home  use,  musical  and  dramatic  periodicals,  indexes  and 
scrap-bodcs. 

Barton  "Ticknor  Room,  special  collections  mainly  restricted  to 
use  within  the  building,  —  Shakespeariana,  Americana,  Spanish 
literature,  Civil  War  material,  dramatic  history,  maps,  etc 

The  number  of  books  issued  for  home  use  from  the  Special 
Libraries  during  the  year  was  25,130,  compared  with  25,256 
in  1921-22  and  22,949  in  1920-21.  The  department  added 
601  lantern  slides  last  year  to  its  collection,  262  by  purchase  and 
339  by  gift,  bringing  die  total  to  9,736.  During  the  same  year 
1,373  prints  and  photographs  were  accessioned.  The  total 
number  of  photographs  and  process  pictures  now  available  for 
circulation  is  66,671.  During  the  year  6,103  lantern  slides 
and  2,444  portfolios  of  pictures  were  issued.  As  each  port- 
folio consists  of  an  issue  of  at  least  twenty-five  pictures,  the 
circulation  of  the  latter  was  scmiething  over  sixty  thousand. 

The  Technical  Division  has  revised  its  shelf  lists  and  die 
classed  catalogue  of  both  technology  and  science,  ther^y  making 
the  service  to  the  public  more  efficient 

The  department  installed  during  the  Library  year  thirty-two 
exhibits;  four  of  these  were  bibliographical  —  The  Hc^kins 
Collection  of  Dickensiana,  Musical  Rarities,  the  First  Hundred 
Years  of  the  City  of  Boston,  and  the  Graphic  Arts.  Exhibits 
of  q>ecial  local  interest  were  Boston  100  years  ago,  Boston 
school  houses,  Boston  fires.  All  but  eight  of  the  exhibitions, 
which  may  be  found  listed  in  the  Appendix  on  pages  70  and  71 , 
were  made  up  from  collections  owned  by  the  Library. 
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For  the  convenience  of  the  patrons  of  the  Music  Room  a  bul-* 
letm  of  the  musical  events  of  each  week  has  been  prepared  and 
posted,  together  with  the  pictures,  when  available,  of  the  artuts 
appearing  during  the  week.  It  is  intended  to  file  these  bulletins 
with  the  press  criticisms,  thus  making  a  complete  musical  year 
book  of  Boston,  a  conq;>ilation  which  should  be  of  value  and 
interest 

The  Division  promoted  in  December  a  series  of  seven  Library 
lectures  on  Russian  opera  and,  with  the  cooperation  of  the  Uni- 
versity Elxtension  Division  of  the  State  Board  of  Education,  the 
lectures  were  broue^t  to  a  successful  conclusion. 

WORK  WITH  CHILDREN. 

The  following  paragraph  from  the  Report  of  die  Supervisor 
of  Work  with  Children  forms  an  adequate  text  for  a  review  of 
the  year's  work : 

library  work  with  children  aims  chiefly  and  ideally  to  make  reading  a 
joy  and  not  a  task,  and  to  establish  a  love  of  good  books  as  a  permanent 
satisfaction  in  life.  Three  factors  are  essential  to  accomplish  this,  the 
books  themselves,  the  service  of  properly  equipped  assistants  and  rooms 
designed  and  furnished  for  the  convenience  and  pleasure  of  children. 

Books  for  children.  The  nmnber  added  to  the  branch  syston 
as  replacements,  additional  copies,  or  new  books  for  the  use  of 
children,  amounted  to  29,798  volumes,  and  in  addition  there 
were  placed  in  the  Children's  Room  at  the  Central  Library  1 ,832 
volumes.  Of  the  total  number  of  books  purchased  for  the 
branches,  more  than  fifty  per  cent  were  assigned  to  diildren. 
This  apporticxunent  was  reasonable  as  in  all  but  eight  of  the 
branches  and  reading  rocHns  the  issue  of  books  to  children  was 
more  than  fifty  per  cent  of  the  circulation,  and  in  only  two  did  it 
fall  below  forty  per  cent  The  issue  of  children's  books  for 
home  use  throughout  the  system  was  1 ,230,243  out  of  a  total 
of  2,768,984  volumes  circulated.  With  such  a  degree  of  in- 
terest in  reading  manifested  by  children,  at  least  an  equal  num- 
ber of  books  will  be  required  during  the  next  year  in  order  to  keep 
the  readers  the  system  has  gained  and  make  an  advance  in  at- 
tracting odiers. 
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The  book  selection  is  one  of  the  most  important  duties  of  the 
Supervisor.  New  books  are  bouc^t  oa\y  after  personal  exami- 
nation; replacements  for  worn  out  copies  are  considered  in  re- 
lation to  the  supply  and  demand;  titles  are  droi^>ed  from  the 
children's  rooms  and  more  timely  ones  take  their  place  whenever 
recent  books  of  information  or  instruction  supersede  older  ones. 
A  special  demand  from  a  locality  is  met  by  purchasing  addition&l 
copies,  it  may  be  of  books  for  beginners  in  reading,  or  of  some 
other  group  to  fill  a  special  need.  It  is  especially  desirable  that 
standard  books  for  children  should  be  available  in  sufficient  num- 
ber so  diat  no  child  need  wait*  for  example,  for  a  copy  of  the 
Arabian  Nights  or  Robinson  Crusoe.  Attention  is  also  paid  to 
choice  of  editions,  in  order  to  secure  the  classics  in  inviting  {orm 
vnth  clear  type  and  good  illustrations.  Physical  appearance 
makes  all  the  difference  in  die  immediate  appeal  that  determines 
whether  a  child  will  read  a  book  of  his  own  initiative  or  only 
dirou^^  outside  suggestion. 

Endeavor  is  also  made  to  keep  the  purchase  of  books  for  chil- 
dren in  proper  ratio  to  the  use  of  the  branch  or  reading  ro(Mn  by 
children.  At  North  Elnd,  where  the  percentage  of  juvenile 
circulation  is  nearly  87  per  cent  of  die  whole,  the  book  fund 
should  be  spent  mainly  for  children's  books ;  at  West  Roxbury 
and  Faneuil,  on  the  odier  hand,  where  the  juvenile  circulation  is 
less  than  38  per  cent,  the  allotment  should  be  on  another  basis. 

Service.  The  service  required  of  those  who  c(»ne  in  contact 
widi  diildren  in  a  library  is  of  an  exacting  nature,  requiring 
q>ecial  preparati(Mi  as  well  as  a  certain  native  fitness.  The  train- 
ing of  assistants  to  qualify  for  this  work  during  the  year  was 
furdiered  by  a  course  in  reference  books  and  by  the  monthly 
conferences  held  with  the  Supervisor.  One  appointment  of  a 
trained  children's  librarian  was  made  in  the  Charlestown  Branch. 
It  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasized  that  the  person  who  knows 
the  books  can  exercise  a  marked  influence  on  the  children's 
choice.  By  study  of  book  lists,  by  discussion,  but  most  of  all  J 
by  comparative  reading,  the  staff  engaged  in  work  with  children 
are  gaining  in  ability  to  give  help  in  book  selection  and  in 
reference  work. 
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Story  Hour.  An  invaluable  aid  to  the  work  of  a  children's 
librarian  exists  in  the  story  hour.  This  activity  offers  a  per- 
sonal introduction  to  books  through  the  interpretation  of  a  person 
who  appreciates  literature  and  understands  how  to  connect  it  with 
die  interests  of  boys  and  girls.  The  following  quotation  from 
the  rq)ort  of  the  Story-teller*  Mrs.  Mary  F.  Cronan,  indicates 
a  fruitful  year  in  this  field. 

This  year  the  children  welcomed  the  Story  Hour  with  even  more  en- 
thusiasm than  usual.  With  one  or  two  exceptions  attendance  has  been 
large  in  spite  of  weather  and  ilhiess.  Owing  to  the  anxiety  about  fuel,  re- 
sulting in  discomfort  and  colds  at  home  and  school  there  seemed  to  be  a 
wide-spread  feeling  of  depression  among  adults.  Perhaps  that  was  one 
reason  for  the  children's  response  to  the  Story  Hour.  They  craved  its 
joyous  atmosphere  and  its  freedom  from  limitations  and  were  glad  to  leave 
the  grown-up  world  behind.  Since  the  children  have  not  only  had  the 
joy  of  one  period  a  week  listening  to  stories,  but  have  been  led  to  the  reading 
of  many  delightful  books,  the  winter  must  have  been  lightened  for  them. 

South  Boston,  Codman  Square,  West  Roxbury,  Charlestown,  Faneuil 
and  North  End  have  steadily  maintained  large  groups  of  eager  listeners. 
Among  these  Faneuil  had  the  Story  Hour  for  the  first  time  and  the  children 
have  shown  much  apreciation.  West  Roxbury  has  had  two  well  attended 
groups  of  different  ages.  The  teachers  in  a  neighboring  school  take  a 
special  interest,  as  before  the  opening  of  the  new  branch  building  story- 
telling was  conducted  at  the  school. 

The  majority  in  attendance  at  all  the  groups,  with  one  exception,  are 
boys,  but  die  girls  who  come  regularly  grow  in  concentration  and  extent 
of  interests. 

An  interesting  experiment  was  the  telKng  of  Hugh  Walpole*s  story  of 
"Jeremy  and  the  Black  Bishop,**  as  an  introduction  to  "The  Talisman.*' 
It  is  based  on  a  boyhood  experience  of  the  author,  which  led  him  to  his 
delight  in  Scott  The  children  listened  with  absorption,  quite  sympathizing 
with  Jeremy *s  determination  to  read  the  book  after  he  had  bought  it  with 
his  own  money,  and  as  the  world  of  romance  was  disclosed  to  them,  from 
one  to  half  a  dozen  in  each  group  attacked  "The  Talisman.'*  One  small 
boy  of  nine  years  read  it  from  cover  to  cover,  later  entering  into  the  telling 
in  triumphant  fashion,  allowing  no  omissions  that  he  considered  important. 

The  Supervisor  notes  that  the  high  quality  of  the  stories  con- 
tinued by  request  from  week  to  week  is  witness  that  there  is  no 
occasion  for  substituting  the  trivial  and  mediocre  for  the  best. 
Loma  Doone,  Great  Expectations*  Oliver  Twist,  The  Iliad, 
Kmg  Arthur,  Quentine  Durward,  and  eq>ecially  The  Talisman, 
have  all  had  seasons  of  great  popularity. 
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The  AmericanizaticMi  G>minittee  of  the  Boston  Chamber  of 
Ccmunerce*  which  for  several  years  has  financed  story-telling  m 
a  nun^r  of  schools,  has  this  year  directed  its  efforts  to  other 
channels*  resulting  in  a  flood  of  urgent  requests  that  the  Library 
carry  on  the  work  dius  begun.  Where  library  accommodations 
are  unfavorable*  Mrs.  Cronah  has  tried  to  meet  the  call  from  the 
schools  in  some  measure,  if  only  for  a  few  weeks.  Among  the 
schools  applying  for  this  privilege  have  been  several  pre-voca- 
tional  schools  in  different  parts  of  the  city.  From  one  of  these  a 
teacher  writes,  **We  have  never  had  anything  which  has  given 
the  boys  such  a  stimulus  to  reading  as  the  work  of  Mrs.  Cronan 
and  her  helpers  last  year.**  The  Library  may  well  feel  gratified 
by  the  statement  of  a  principal  of  long  experience  and  great 
understanding:  **The  story  tellers  have  made  a  distinct  and 
valuable  ciHitribution  to  the  education  of  our  pupils.**  It  can- 
not be  too  strongly  emphasized  that  the  best  results  of  story  telling 
are  adiieved  only  when  the  libraries  can  supplement  it  by  pro- 
ducing the  books. 

Children  s  Rooms.  The  children*s  rocmi  in  the  new  branch 
at  West  Roxbury,  opened  in  the  q>ring  of  1922,  is  greatly  ap- 
preciated by  the  community.  Cramped  and  restricted  in  q[>ace 
for  readers  and  books,  the  old  quarters  made  it  impossible  to 
give  the  children  a  fitting  idea  of  how  to  use  a  library.  Now  in 
the  new  building,  with  their  own  large  room,  suitably  fumi^ed 
and  well-stocked  with  books,  they  are  bound  to  acquire  a  better 
sense  of  responsibility  for  the  care  and  use  of  public  property. 
At  Dorchester  the  improved  arrangement  has  been  in  force  for 
about  a  year  and  has  simplified  scHne  problems  and  solved  others, 
though  under  the  drawbacks  of  the  old  Municipal  building  con- 
ditions will  never  be  entirely  satisfactory. 

Cooperation  with  the  Qiildren*s  Museum  in  Jamaica  Plain, 
previously  limited  to  book  deposits  at  die  Museum,  has  entered 
on  a  new  phase  and  this  year  the  Museum  has  begun  to  send 
exhibits  to  the  children*s  rooms.  The  Central  Children*s  Room 
and  the  Tyler  Street  Reading  Rocxn  were  selected  to  receive  the 
first  exhibits  as  they  are  supplied  widi  show  cases  in  ^^ch  ma- 
terial may  be  satisfactorily  displayed.     In  the  Central  Chil- 
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clren*s  Room  tfare  collections  have  been  shown,  Indian  relics, 
winter  birds,  and  minerals  and  shells.  Tyler  Street  Reading 
Room  has  had  a  collection  of  Chinese  articles. 

Cental  Children  s  Room.  The  Central  Children's  Room 
has  carried  on  its  service  of  ^ecialized  work  by  preparing  lists 
of  books,  answering  many  letters  of  inquiry  on  topics  relating  to 
children's  reading  and  receiving  classes  for  instruction  on  the 
use  of  the  Library,  as  well  as  meeting  the  ordinary  calls  of  a 
children's  room.  During  the  Supervisor's  long  absence  because 
of  illness  early  in  the  year,  the  staff  cheerfully  and  faithfully  as- 
sumed added  responsibilities  in  carrying  on  the  work  of  the 
Department  One  assistant  has  been  advanced  to  a  position 
in  a  reading  ro<»n  where  she  is  clearly  demonstrating  die  value 
of  the  training  she  received  in  the  Children's  Room  at  the  Central 
Library. 

Teachers*  Room.  During  the  convention  of  the  National 
Exlucation  Association,  in  the  summer,  the  New  Elngland  Asso- 
ciation  of  School  Librarians  arranged  a  display  of  books,  charts, 
and  other  material  in  the  Teachers'  Room  and  the  department 
was  visited  extensively  by  persons  from  different  parts  of  the 
country.  The  force  was  called  upon  to  aid  in  the  preparation 
of  the  exhibition  by  supplying  books  and  rendering  other  assis- 
tance. 

The  collection  of  text-books  shelved  in  the  Teachers'  Room 
was  revised  and  brought  up  to  date  to  conform  with  the  present 
requirements  of  the  city  schools.  Part  of  these  boolu  were 
obtained  by  gifts  from  the  publishers  at  the  request  of  the  Li- 
brary, and  part  were  purchased.  This  much  needed  revision 
has  greatly  increased  the  usefulness  of  the  collection  alcHig  the 
lines  it  attempts  to  cover,  namely  the  text  books  required  in  the 
Junior  and  Senior  high  schools  of  Boston. 

The  Teachers'  Room  gains  in  p(H>ularity  with  older  students 
and  continues  to  presoit  difficult  problems  of  administration.  A 
striking  growth  in  the  demand  for  magazines  relating  to  educa- 
tion is  noticed,  attributable  to  the  numerous  courses  on  the  theory 
and  practice  of  education,  given  at  Boston  and  Harvard  Uni- 
versities.    Current  mmibers  are  kept  in  the  Teadiers'  Room, 
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but  the  needed  references,  listed  in  many  bibliographies,  are 
largely  in  bound  volumes*  kept  in  the  gallery  of  die  Children's 
Room.  The  call  for  these  for  the  last  three  months  amounted 
to  1  *739  volumes.  The  reading  list  on  the  Project  Method  in 
Education,  published  in  the  June  Quarterly^  Bulletin,  has  been 
noted  by  the  instructors  as  helpful  material.  Books  have  been 
reserved  for  the  use  of  students  in  die  University  Extension 
Courses,  in  accordance  with  the  practice  of  recent  years. 

Hie  issue  of  pictures  from  die  files  in  the  Teachers*  Room 
has  increased  to  5,968,  the  largest  number  ever  supplied  by  this 
department  to  teachers  and  the  general  public. 

The  Supervisor  of  Work  with  Children  has  filled  numerous 
engagements,  both  in  the  city  and  outside,  to  spedk  on  topics 
relating  to  children's  reading,  the  home  library,  and  the  work  of 
a  children's  librarian. 

BRANCHES  AND  READING  ROOMS. 

The  number  of  branch  libraries  is  seventeen,  and  the  number 
of  reading  rooms  fourteen^  as  compared  with  sixteen  branches 
and  fifteen  reading  rooms  a  year  ago,  the  Mt  Bowdoin  Reading 
Room  having  been  designated  a  branch,  with  extension  of  hours 
and  service,  on  F^ruary  I,  1922.  The  subadiary  agencies 
served  through  the  Branch  Department  include  59  fire  engine 
houses,  34  institutions,  and  209  schools,  of  which  1 9  are  parocIiF- 
al  schools.  The  total  number  of  library  agencies  is  333  as  com- 
pared with  320  a  year  ago.  The  number  of  volumes  issued  on 
borrowers'  cards  ham  the  Central  Library  throue^  the  Branch 
Department  was  1 1 1 ,070,  as  against  106,336  in  1921  -22  and 
108,169  in  1920-21.  These  figures  show  a  gain  of  4,514 
volumes '  issued  during  last  year,  as  compared  with  the  year 
before.  This  is  a  normal  gain  and  is  largely  due  to  die  fact  that 
the  Branch  Deposit  Collection  was  increased  by  the  addition 
of  a  number  of  new  books,  besides  duplicate  copies  of  older 
ones.  The  proportion  of  unsuccessful  calls  for  books  was  49+ 
per  cent  as  against  36+  per  cent  a  year  before.  Of  the  total 
unsuccessful  requests  66,372  were  calls  for  fiction,  as  against 
63,288  last  year.     Of  the  total  number  of  volumes  sent  out 
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from  the  Central  Library  through  the  branches  90,133  were 
taken  directly  frcHn  die  shelves  of  the  Branch  Deposit  Collection. 
During  the  year  fourteen  branches  gained  in  circulation  and 
three  lost;  eight  reading  rooms  gained  and  six  lost  The  great- 
est gains  in  the  branches  were  at  North  Elnd,  West  Roxbury, 
West  End,  and  Warren  Street;  the  losses  were  at  Dorchester, 
Roxbury  and  Jamaica  Plain.  The  greatest  gains  in  the  reading 
rooms  were  at  Jeffries  Point,  City  Point,  Allston  and  Orient 
Heights;  the  reading  room  losses  were  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Roxbury 
Crossing,  Andrew  Square,  Lower  Mills,  Tyler  Street  and  Mat- 
tapan. 

The  number  of  voluipes  sent  out  oa  deposit  to  schools,  insti- 
tutions and  other  agencies  from  the  Central  Library  were  45,286 
as  against  44,25 7  last  year  and  46,972  in  1 920  -21.  The  num- 
ber of  volumes  sent  to  schools  from  the  Central  Library,  branches 
and  reading  rooms  was  56,348  compared  with  46,096  last  year. 
Of  this  number  1 8,524  were  sent  from  the  Branch  Department, 
Central  Library,  as  compared  with  1 7,222  the  year  before.  The 
number  of  books  issued  on  deposit  from  the  branch  libraries, 
chiefly  to  schools,  was  37,824  compared  with  28,874  the  year 
before.  The  number  of  individual  teachers  supplied  was  1 ,200 
as  against  1,100  in  1921-22. 

Hie  total  circulation  of  the  branch  system  for  the  fiscal  year 
was  2.424,014  volumes  compared  with  2,318,059  the  year 
before,  and  2.129,407  in  1920-21,  or  a  gain  of  105,955  vol- 
umes over  the  year  1 92 1  -22. 

The  number  of  new  books  bought  for  the  branches  was 
16,360,  as  against  17,477  in  1921-22.  There  have  been  re- 
placements to  the  number  of  18,290  volumes,  compared  with 
1 4.600  the  preceding  year.  The  additions  to  the  permanent  col- 
lections of  the  reading  rooms  were  1 1 ,9 1 6  compared  with  1 6, 1 63 
m  1921-22. 

The  number  of  books  bound  for  die  branch  libraries  this  past 
year  was  23,465  as  compared  with  21,938  in  1921-22.  The 
recasing  of  new  books  prior  to  their  being  placed  in  circulation 
has  proved  most  satisfactory  and  has  increased  their  potential 
circulation  nearly  three-fold. 
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The  following  extracts  from  the  reports  submitted  by  the 
librarians  of  various  branches  and  reading  rooms  will  be  found 
of  interest 

Brighton.  In  the  increased  number  of  children  coming  to 
borrow  books*  the  work  with  the  schools,  and  the  story-hour, 
much  progress  has  been  made.  Many  of  the  childrui  who 
come  during  the  noon  hours,  Saturday  mornings,  and  vacation 
periods  are  Italians  who  have  not  had  the  home  training  neces- 
sary to  give  much  respect  for  the  books,  which  they  find  con- 
venient weapons  to  use  for  banging  each  other  on  the  head. 

Charlestor^n.  The  Children*s  Room  on  the  first  floor  is  a 
constant  delight  to  many  children  in  this  congested  district  After 
school  the  room  is  always  well  filled  not  only  with  children 
getting  their  school  lessons,  but  also  with  many  others  who  use 
the  library  for  recreational  reading.  EXiring  the  day  die  chil- 
dren come  for  books  for  parents  who  have  no  time  to  come 
themselves.  In  the  winter  evenings  every  seat  is  occupied. 
Teachers  borrow  collections  of  books  and  pictures,  and  reserve 
volumes  for  dieir  classes.  The  hall  in  the  basement  is  frequently 
used  for  the  story-hour  and  for  meetings  of  community  interest 

Dorchester.  Reference  work  is  very  important  and  takes  an 
increasing  amount  of  time ;  the  comer  set  apart  in  the  children's 
room  for  reference  has  been  in  ccxistant  use. 

East  Boston.  The  branch  serves  a  community  which  is  now 
composed,  in  the  main,  of  aliens  fnHn  Italy,  Canada,  Russia, 
Ireland,  England,  Sweden  and  Portugal.  The  library  aims  to 
interest  these  newcomers  in  the  branch  and  to  teach  them  the 
benefits  gained  therd>y. 

One  little  girl  said  recendy,  "I  have  left  die  library.*' 
**Why,"  I  questioned.  ^'Because  my  hands  get  cold  going 
there."  To  hold  the  interest  of  children  until  they  shall  have 
acquired  such  a  love  of  literature  that  not  even  die  elements  can 
deter  them  from  seeking  it,  is  our  purpose. 

Mt.  BoTvdoin.  Few  adults  remain  l<»iger  in  the  library  dian 
is  necessary  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  newest  ficticm  or  a  current 
periodical.     This  is  discouraging  but  not  surprising,  ^en  cme 
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considers  the  bustle  and  ccMnmotion  which,  because  of  cramped 
quarters,  the  library  presents  during  the  crowded  hours  when 
the  room  is  filled  with  students  from  the  schools  and  colleges. 
Perhaps  in  the  near  future  we  may  be  able  to  offer  peace  and 
quiet  in  a  home-like  atmoq^ere  where  grown-ups  too  will  be 
glad  to  tarry. 

North  End.  A  library  which  serves  but  a  small  percent  of 
its  peculation  is  either  in  a  wrong  location  or  pursuing  a  wrong 
policy.  The  location  of  the  Nortfi  End  Branch  is  above  criti- 
cism. The  work  that  can  be  done  here  for  children  is  real  and 
great  At  a  low  estimate  there  are  ten  thousand  children  who 
should  use  the  branch  in  this  district;  the  diildren  here  have 
double  the  time  to  form  the  library  habit  and  become  readers 
between  the  ages  of  7  and  1 1 ,  than  they  have  between  10  and  1 4. 
At  10  years  the  little  sister  is  often  housekeeper,  nurse,  and 
earning  m(mey  at  home;  her  brother  is  a  small  merchant,  black- 
ing shoes,  and  helping  in  the  family  store  or  running  errands. 
These  children  have  little  time  to  go  out  of  their  way  for  books, 
but  they  make  die  time  if  the  desire  to  read  is  there.  Although 
at  times  the  branch  may  resemble  a  kindergarten  and  seem  to 
hand  out  more  easy  books  than  others,  we  must  put  our  literary 
dignity  aside  and  step  into  line  with  the  firm  group  of  educators 
who  ask  the  early  years  of  a  child's  life  for  formative  purposes. 
A  splendid  ^irit  of  cooperaticm  exists  between  the  library  and 
all  masters,  teachers,  social  agencies,  etc.  In  fact  the  spirit  of 
everyone  is  splendid  and  friendly;  this  helps  to  make  our  job 
an  interesting  and  happy  one. 

Rodindale.  Reference  work  is  a  very  important  feature  of 
our  service  to  the  community.  Pupils  from  the  grammar  and 
hifi^  schools  and  students  from  many  colleges  OHne  to  seek  in- 
formation on  all  sorts  of  subjects.  Very  few  people  of  foreign 
birth  come  to  the  library,  very  seldom  anyone  who  cannot  speak 
Elnglish,  and  never  anyone  who  cannot  understand  English. 

Roxbiffyi.  In  July  1873,  this  branch  was  first  opened  for 
service  to  die  public  For  fifty  years  it  has  stood  with  its  invita- 
tion of  books  for  recreation  and  study  in  a  neighborhood  that  has 
gradually  changed  in  character.      From  one  of  families  of 
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American  ancestry  owning  their  homes,  it  has  become  one  of 
apartments  and  tenements  occupied  by  descendants  of  families 
to  many  of  which  Elngli^  was  not  the  mother  tongue.  As  ex- 
pressions of  appreciation  of  our  service  from  persons  no  longer 
residents  of  this  section  are  frequently  received,  it  is  hoped  that 
our  present  service  is  also  satisJFactory  and  that  the  future  will 
give  even  greater  opportunities  of  usefulness. 

South  Boston.  The  library  gives  assistance  to  men  taking  out 
naturalization  papers  and  has  often  guided  and  directed  the 
reading  of  odiers  who  have  not  time  to  go  to  night  or  day  school. 
Books  on  Americanization  and  easy  English  reach  the  parents 
throue^  the  children,  who  usually  take  one  book  for  themselves 
and  one  for  father  or  mother.  The  reading  room  is  used  and 
appreciated,  especially  by  men,  many  of  wh(»n  work  nights, 
while  others  are  temporarily  out  of  employment  or  are  too  old  to 
work.  Many  persons  who  work  in  the  district  come  to  the  li- 
brary at  the  noon  hour  to  read  the  magazines. 

South  End.  The  branch  library  has  grown  so  completely 
into  the  life  of  the  people  as  to  be  a  very  vital  part  of  the  com- 
munity. It  is  a  place  where  all  come  for  study  and  for  recrea- 
tional reading,  for  help  and  for  advice.  The  newoHners  in  the 
neighborhood,  especially  the  foreigner  who  knows  nothing  of 
our  free  institutions,  are  welcomed  and  helped.  The  library  is 
a  common  ground  where  all  meet  with  equal  privileges,  where 
light  and  heat  and  good  reading  attract,  where  courtesy  and 
good  will  help,  and  where  the  stranger  is  made  welcome  and 
the  older  resident  feels  a  proprietary  interest 

Uphams  Corner.  The  members  of  the  Post  of  the  American 
Legion,  which  has  headquarters  in  our  building,  use  the  library 
and  have  many  hotly  contested  arguments. 

Warren  Street.  The  branch  serves  a  district  in  which  be- 
tween forty  and  fifty  thousand  Jewish  people  reside;  the  re- 
mainder of  our  reading  public  is  composed  of  Irish,  Italian, 
Swedish,  Polish,  Hungarian,  French,  German,  and  a  few 
Chinese. 

West  End.  To  many  whose  homes  are  small  bedrooms  in  a 
lodging  house  —  and  this  section  is  largely  made  iq>  of  lodging 
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houses  —  the  library  is  a  place  of  wfaolesom  recreation.     Many 
a  pleasant  friendship  has  found  its  beginning  in  the  library. 

West  Roxbufy.  This  library  is  a  community  centre  and  it 
tries  in  every  way  to  codperiaite  with  all  the  schools,  churches  and 
clubs  in  the  district 

Andrew  Square.  This  district  is  without  any  local  social 
agency ;  diere  is  nodiing  to  fill  the  need  of  a  recreational  centre 
for  clubs,  classes,  etc.  We  have  to  make  up  for  this  as  best  we 
can.  The  children  at  least  come  to  the  library.  They  congre- 
gate to  study  their  lessens,  to  read,  and  to  relate  happenings  at 
school. 

cup  Point  The  pe<^le  here  appreciate  tbeir  library  privi- 
lege. They  are  generous  and  seaa  grateful  for  the  effort  made 
to  serve  them.  The  library *s  service  to  its  public  is  reflected 
not  only  in  the  upward  curve  of  statistical  and  registration  records, 
but  in  die  personal  attitude  of  the  conununity  towards  its  library. 

FaneuiL  Material  is  furnished  constantly  for  lectures  and 
debates.  This  work  has  caused  a  steady  demand  for  books  from 
die  Central  Library ;  at  times  people  are  unreasonable,  but  as  a 
rule  appreciative.  Tlie  diief  calls  have  been  for  psychology 
and  E^Iish  literature.  The  automobile  books  placed  on  the 
shelves  last  summer  have  proved  useful. 

Jeffries  Point  With  five  schools  in  this  secticm,  having  an 
enrollment  of  some  three  thousand  children,  a  great  amount  of 
reference  work  is  done.  The  reading  room  has  a  large  collec- 
tion of  books  for  children.  The  teachers  do  their  utmost  to  co- 
qierate  with  the  library  working  for  the  advancement  of  their 
pupils. 

Maitapan.  The  children  are  most  enthusiastic  about  their 
reading  room,  especially  the  Jewish  diildren  who  show  an  un- 
common interest  The  Jewish  people  comprise  quite  a  large 
proportion  of  the  community,  although  we  have  Irish,  Swedish, 
Italian  and  Armenian  patrons. 

Neponset  Althou{^  the  majority  of  our  adult  readers  do 
not  make  a  habit  of  using  the  library  as  a  reading  room,  we 
always  have  at  least  a  few  newspaper  and  periodical  readers. 


[54] 

or  an  employee  from  Lawley*8  Shipyard,  reading  up  on  shtjy- 
building.  The  reference  work  widi  the  older  boys  and  girls 
plays  an  important  part  in  our  service  to  the  public 

Orient  Heights.  Since  we  have  so  few  adults  using  the 
library,  we  devote  almost  our  entire  attention  to  the  children 
and  place  the  library  as  much  as  posable  at  the  service  of  the 
schools,  both  public  and  parochid.  The  teachers  and  sisters 
insist  that  the  children  procure  library  cards  and  then  give  them 
assignments  in  home  work  which  require  looking  vp  material  in 
the  library. 

Parker  HilL  The  circumstances  of  the  people  in  this  district 
are  such  that  books  for  ownership  are  not  beyond  dieir  desires, 
but  beyond  their  pocketbooks;  these  pec^le  are  readers  and 
thinkers,  who  find  much  intellectual  solace  in  a  book.  To  many 
boys,  who  at  fourteen  believed  that  knowledge  was  **usless 
stuff,**  but  who  have  found  at  twenty  that  knowledge  is  '^dollars 
and  cents,**  the  library  has  been  of  incalculable  advantage.  For 
these  young  men  the  Library  has  built  up  a  q>lendid  collection 
of  books  on  elementary  subjects. 

Roxbur]^  Crossing.  Although  most  of  our  patrons  are  chil- 
dren, the  adults  from  an  important  factor  in  our  work.  Ours  is 
a  very  cosmopolitan  community  bringing  into  cmitact  with  each 
other  Armenians,  Greeks,  Jews,  Italians,  Swedes,  Norwegians, 
Irish  and  Negroes.  Through  their  children  they  obtain  books 
in  easy  Englidi  and  naturalization. 

Ty^ler  Street  The  staff  of  the  library  is  c(»nposed  of  assist- 
ants who  speak  scHne  of  the  many  languages  used  in  the  district, 
for  example,  Arabic,  Italian,  Yiddish  and  Greek.  There  is  a 
fairly  good  collection  of  books  in  these  languages  for  circulation, 
and  a  splendid  collection  of  Americanization  books,  used  prin- 
cipally by  the  pupils  of  the  Quincy  Evening  School. 

THE  NEW  WEST  ROXBURY  BRANCH  LIBRARY. 

On  Monday,  April  1 7,  1922,  the  new  West  Roxbury  Branch 
building  was  dedicated  with  appropriate  ceremony.  Tlie  build- 
ing is  most  attractive  and  convenient,  consisting  of  a'  one-story 
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brick  structure,  designed  In  the  Colonial  style  with  a  flat  roof. 
The  main  floor  consists  of  one  large  rocxn  38  X  88  feet  and  1 6 
feet  high,  with  an  ell  in  the  rear  containing  the  librarian's  office, 
work  room,  and  stairway  to  the  basement  of  the  building,  the 
latter  so  arranged  that  books  from  the  Central  Library  may  be 
brou^^t  to  the  rear  entrance  and  taken  out  of  the  building  at  a 
point  between  the  first  story  and  the  basement.  The  entrance 
from  the  porch  to  the  main  floor  is  through  a  vestibule  which  is 
heated  when  necessary  in  (M^der  to  make  it  comfortable  for  those 
working  at  the  charging  counter,  located  directly  opposite  the 
entrance. 

The  floor  space  of  the  main  room  is  divided  by  partitions 
glazed  with  plate  glass  from  a  point  three  feet  above  the  floor. 
The  central  portion,  22  X  32  feet,  is  used  for  the  delivery 
room;  the  reading  rooms  on  either  side  are  33  X  38  feet. 
Bookcases  are  arranged  around  the  walls  of  each  room,  with 
three  shelf  cases  along  the  partitions.  As  the  partitions  are  only 
10  feet  high,  the  impression  received  on  entering  the  building  is 
that  of  one  large  room. 

The  first  story  is  finished  in  oak,  stained  medium  brown  to  the 
height  of  the  bodccases;  above  the  bookcases  the  plaster  walls 
are  panelled  with  wood  mouldings  and  painted  a  warm  gray. 
The  finished  floor  of  the  entire  first  story  is  cork  tile,  Yi  inch 
diick,  cemented  direct  to  the  concrete  floor. 

The  basement  has  a  hall  with  a  seating  capacity  of  225, 
anterooms,  lunch  and  rest  rooms,  toilet  rooms,  two  storage  rooms 
for  books,  heater  and  coal  storage.  All  the  basement  rooms 
are  well  lighted.  The  main  entrance  of  the  lecture  hall  is  direct 
frcxn  the  street  at  one  end  of  the  building. 

The  only  wood  used  in  the  structure  is  the  standing  finish  and 
floor  rafters,  the  latter  supported  on  steel  girders.  The  founda- 
tion walls  are  of  cement,  the  wall  above  of  brick  —  water  struck 
brick  being  used  for  all  face  work  —  and  the  first  floor  of  rein- 
forced concrete.  The  basement  floors  are  of  concrete  finished 
with  granolithic  The  stairs  from  the  basement  to  the  first  floor 
are  of  ircxL 

The  Superintendent  of  Buildings  and  the  Library  Depart- 
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ment  received  every  consideration  and  the  heartiest  cooperation 
during  the  construction  of  the  building  from  die  architect.  Mr. 
Oscar  A.  Thayer,  a  resident  of  West  Roxbury  devoted  to  the 
interests  of  the  community. 

LECTURES  AND  EXHIBITIONS. 

Lists  of  the  free  lectures  in  the  Library  courses  of  the  season, 
of  the  lectures  given  in  the  Library  under  the  auspices  of  various 
civic  associations,  and  of  the  public  exhibitions  held  at  the  Cen- 
tral Library  during  the  year,  may  be  found  on  pages  67—70  of 
the  Ai^ndix.  As  in  former  years,  the  record  covers  die 
period  from  the  fall  of  1922  through  the  spring  of  1923.  The 
Lecture  Hall  at  the  Central  Library  has  been  used  again  and 
again  to  its  capacity.  In  addition  to  the  Library  lectures  given 
on  Thursday  evenings  and  Sunday  afternoons,  the  public  meet- 
ings and  lectures  on  alternate  Monday  afternoons  of  the  Ruskin 
Club,  and  the  meetings  of  many  civic  associations,  the  Hall  was 
used  every  week-day  evening  by  the  various  extensicm  courses 
offered  by  the  State  Board  of  Elducation.  Through  death  and 
for  other  causes,  several  changes  were  made  in  die  lecture  pro- 
gram as  originally  published  in  the  October  Bulletin  of  the  Li- 
brary. On  account  of  the  large  number  of  disappointed  persons 
who  could  not  gain  admittance  to  the  Hall,  two  lectures  were 
graciously  repeated,  as  follows: 

On  November  29,  The  Passion  Play  of  1922,  by  Dr.  J.  C 
Bowker. 

On  February  1 1 ,  The  Hig^  History  of  the  Holy  Grail,  by 
Rev.  W.  N.  Stinson,  S.J. 

The  lectures  on  music  were  illustrated  by  the  lecturers  with 
the  use  of  the  piano,  or  by  church  choirs  or  college  glee  clubs, 
who  gave  their  services,  including  transportation. 

Attention  is  again  called  to  the  vital  need  of  improvement  m 
the  ventilation  of  the  Lecture  Hall.  So  evil  are  the  present 
conditions  that  unless  relief  can  be  given,  it  would  seem  ad- 
visable to  consider  the  discontinuance  of  public  meetings  until 
the  necessary  repairs  shall  have  been  made.     The  dingy  aiH)ear- 
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ance  of  the  room  itself  calls  for  fresh  paint  The  need  of  a 
motion  picture  equipment  grows  more  apparent  each  year.  Offers 
of  several  interesting  lectures  have  been  declined,  because  the 
picture  rolls  illustrating  them  could  not  be  disfJayed. 


STAFF  INSTRUCTION, 

Five  members  of  the  Library  Staff  availed  themselves  of  the 
privilege  of  registering  for  the  second  term,  January  -  March, 
1922,  in  the  Library  Sdiool  of  Simmons  G>llege,  for  the  fol- 
lowing courses;  three  in  library  work  with  children,  one  in  refer- 
ence, and  one  in  history. 

Fifty-five  members  of  the  staff  attended  the  twenty  lectures  on 
the  CXitlines  of  English  Literature,  a  special  survey  for  librarians, 
by  Prof.  R.  E.  Rogers  of  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology, 
presented  on  request  through  the  Elxtension  Division  of  die  State 
Board  of  Elducation,  beginning  January  6,  1922.  Twenty- 
eight  took  the  examination  at  the  end  of  the  course,  thirteen  of 
whom  passed  and  received  certificates  from  the  Commonwealth. 
So  much  enthusiasm  resulted  from  Prof  Rogers*  course  that 
two  additional  series  of  lectures  on  the  History  of  American 
Literature  were  announced  for  workers  in  public  and  special  li- 
braries, beginning  November  1 7,  1 922.  The  first  was  a  course 
of  twenty  lectures  on  American  Literature  from  its  beginnings 
through  the  Civil  War;  the  second,  a  supplementary  course  of 
ten  lectures  on  American  Literature  since  1 870.  These  courses 
were  made  possH>le  through  the  cooperation  of  the  Ejrtension 
Division  as  last  year.  Fifty  members  of  the  staff  enrolled  for  the 
first  course  of  lectures.  In  general  the  younger  assistants  who 
felt  the  need  of  this  particular  instruction  in  the  performance  of 
dieir  library  work,  were  encouraged  to  attend,  in  preference  to 
those  \^o  had  already  passed  a  Grade  B  examination,  or  whose 
duties  do  not  bring  diem  in  direct  contact  with  the  public. 

The  outcome  of  the  series  of  Informal  Talks  and  Round  Table 
Conferences  planned  for  the  younger  members  of  the  staff  weekly 
from  January  5  to  April  27  inclusive,  was  most  successful. 
The  following  talks  were  inter^>ersed  each  month  with  informal 
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discussions  at  which  the  assistants  were  encouraged  to  express 
their  opinicms  and  at  which  papers  by  the  pupils  were  read  and 
criticised:  The  library  assistant  in  die  eyes  of  the  public.  Mr. 
George  H.  Tripp;  How  I  became  a  librarian.  Mrs.  Berdia  V. 
Hartzell;  What  is  a  librarian.  Mr.  George  H.  Evans;  The 
working  child  and  the  library.  Miss  Louise  C.  Keyes;  The 
ethics  of  a  librarian.  Mr.  Truman  R.  Temple;  Amenities  of  a 
children's  librarian.  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Root ;  Loyalty :  an  essential 
trait.  Mr.  Harold  T.  Dougherty;  What  one  can  get  from  a 
summer  library  course.  Miss  Harriet  E.  Howe;  The  library 
assistant  as  a  reader.  Mr.  Robert  K.  Shaw;  The  apprentice 
system  in  Springfield.  Mr.  Hiller  C.  Wellman;  Duties  and 
rewards  of  a  village  librarian.  Mrs.  Evelyn  L.  Warren;  Your 
future  in  die  library  professi(».  Mr.  Charles  F.  D.  Belden. 

No  examination  was  held,  but  as  an  incentive  to  take  the 
experiment  seriously  and  in  the  hope  of  bringing  out  unrecog- 
nized abilities,  die  Librarian  offered  a  prize  of  a  book  for  die 
best  paper  on  the  addresses  of  each  month,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
course  two  cash  prizes.  $15  and  $10  respectively,  for  the  two 
best  papers  <»  the  lectures  of  the  entire  course. 

A  course  of  ten  lectures  in  Elementary  Reference  Work,  given 
by  senior  members  of  the  Staff  to  junior  assistants  in  the  Coitral 
Library  and  general  assistants  in  die  branches  and  reading  rooms, 
began  on  November  21.1 922.  In  order  to  obviate  the  absence 
from  duty  of  too  many  assistants  at  a  time,  the  lecture  course 
will  be  repeated,  beginning  February  8.  1 923. 

Nineteen  library  assistants  attended  the  first  presentaticm  of  the 
course,  and  at  die  examination,  held  aft  its  conclusion,  sixteen 
passed. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  record  that  the  custodian  of  the  Patent 
Room.  Central  Library,  attended,  last  Fall,  a  course  of  ten 
voluntary  lectures  on  Patent  Law  at  die  Law  School  of  Bost<m 
University. 

CONCLUSION. 

Note  is  properly  here  made  of  die  service  records  of  die  fol- 
lowing employees  who  have  recendy  left  the  Library. 
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On  March  21.  1922.  Mr.  John  F.  Locke  of  the  Shelf  De- 
partment, who  entered  die  service  of  the  Library  on  December 
10,  1894,  was  redred  on  half  pay  under  the  provisions  of  Chap- 
ter 113  of  the  Acts  and  Resolves  of  the  General  Court  of 
Massachusetts  in  the  year  191 1,  providing  for  the  retirement  of 
veterans  of  the  Civil  War.  Mr.  Locke  was  a  faithful,  much 
loved  assistant;  he  carries  witfi  him  the  good  will  and  respect 
of  all  his  colleagues. 

On  May  1 5,  Miss  Barbara  Duncan,  in  charge  of  the  Allen 
A.  Brown  Music  Rocxn,  who  entered  the  service  in  December 
1 907,  resigned  to  become  librarian  of  the  Music  Library  of  the 
Eastman  Sdiool  of  Music,  University  of  Rochester,  New  York. 
Miss  Duncan  is  particularly  qualified  to  meet  this  q[>portunity 
for  enlarged  req[>onsibility,  and  her  associates  bespeak  success  for 
her  in  the  new  and  attractive  position  to  whidi  she  has  been 
called.  Mr.  Richard  G.  Appel  was  appointed  temporarily  in 
charge  of  the  Music  Room  on  August  21 ,  1922. 

On  August  15,  Mr.  Langdon  L.  Ward,  Supervisor  of 
Branches,  who  entered  service  in  December  1896,  died.  His 
death*  although  not  unexpected,  came  as  a  shock  to  all  his 
associates.  He  was  a  kindly,  conscientious,  learned  gentleman, 
devoted  to  the  problems  of  his  dq>artment  His  loss  will  Icmg 
be  felt  in  library  circles.  Miss  Elditfa  Guerrier,  Supervisor  of 
Circulation,  was  appointed  on  October  20,  1 922,  to  the  position 
of  Suprvisor  of  Branches  left  vacant  through  the  death  of  Mr. 
Ward. 

On  September  1 ,  Miss  Josqphine  E.  Kenney,  Librarian  of  the 
North  Elnd  Branch  who  entered  service  in  June  1 906,  resigned 
to  accept  appointment  to  the  librarianship  of  the  Jamaica  Train- 
ing School  for  Teachers,  Jamaica,  Long  Island.  Miss  Kenney 
had  been  on  leave  of  absence  from  the  Boston  Public  Library 
since  September  7,  1 92 1  •  On  September  8,  Miss  Florence  M. 
Beliiune,  Librarian  of  the  West  End  Branch,  who  entered 
service  in  1903,  resigned  and  soon  diereafter  married.  Both 
Miss  Kenney  and  Miss  Bethune  were  valued  and  efficient  ad- 
ministrators and  librarians. 

Acknowledgment  is  again  gratefully  made  for  the  continued 
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cooperation  of  those  m^nbers  of  the  staff  of  the  Library  Depart- 
ment who,  in  dieir  several  places,  have  faithfully  perfoimed 
the  routine  work  of  the  institution.  I  record  also  my  continuing 
appreciaticm  of  the  efficient  service  of  Mr.  Otto  Fleischner, 
the  Assistant  Librarian. 

Respectfuly  submitted, 

Charles  F.  D.  Belden. 

Librarian. 


APPENDIX 


TABLES  OF  CENTRAL.  BRANCH  AND  READING  RC»M 

CIRCULATION. 


Cealnl  Libraiy 

Branches: 
on||iloii 
QurletloKim 
Codmaii    SqiMre 
Dorcheater 
East   Bortoa 
Hyde  Park 
Jamaica  Plain 
Ml   Bowdoin 
Nordi  End 
Rotlindale 
Rozbnry 
Sondi  Botlon 
Soadi  End 
Upiiam*t  Comer 
^Xrarven  Street 
West  End . 
West  Roxbaiy 

Reading  Rooms: 

AlblHI         . 

Andrew  Souare 
Doyblon   Station 
Citj  Point . 


Jetfriet  Point 
Lower  Milk 
MattttMn   • 
Mt  Bowdoin 
Mt  Pleasant 
Ncponact    . 
v/ricst  rieiuiti 
Parker  HiU 


Ronmry  Cnwiing 
lyier  Street 
Iwrarrcn  Street 

Total     . 


1917-18 
439327 


36,257 
27,264 
33.700 
46.503 
22,625 
•  •  •  • 
16.546 
14,066 
52.790 
40.092 
15.530 
13.777 
46.250 
51399 
32,673 
16,632 
73,096 


1916-19 
441,562 


I919L-20 
507.036 


41.217 
27.266 
33.163 
43.744 
21.571 
•  ■  ■  • 
17.697 
14.757 
53^00 
42.690 
16.474 
14,967 
40,044 
56.916 
37,652 
12.556 
76.723 


43.492 
29.726 
40.756 
33.764 
22,626 

16306 
16351 
66,177 
46,096 
19,433 
21,133 
52,646 
•  •  •  • 
43,232 
15,567 


1920-21 
551,190 


56.036 

56,764 

71,720 

75,273 

76,549 

70,626 

80.900 

91,455 

67,016 

76,^4 

85,246 

91,721 

59.719 

60.513 

66,173 

66,673 

101,119 

94.971 

115.062 

111,813 

75,726 

70363 

76.444 

79,592 

46.976 

46306 

55,771 

58,226 

•  •  •  • 
51.406 

•  •  ■  • 
42.123 

•  •  ■  • 
59,676 

•  •  ■  « 
69346 

•  •  ■  • 

•  •  •  • 

66,796 

73310 

74,919 

71,416 

74,024 

80,4^ 

91,503 

69,476 

100,602 

104,979 

94,470 

67,465 

94366 

99,751 

106,170 

100,009 

111,166 

113346 

■  •  ■  ■ 

•  •  •  • 

66,720 

94,991 

112,255 

107,161 

114.162 

123.137 

47341 

51,519 

55.273 

54,956 

413^ 
30.761 
44,629 
34,510 
24,001 

16346 
16,439 
73,620 
49,949 
22.630 
21.934 
46391 

47!036 
31343 


1921-22 
591.640 

79397 
96,780 

101,792 
70396 

120,234 
80355 
60.507 

•  •  •  • 
65,167 
60379 
80,933 

121,194 
97,403 
119375 
104,412 
136.431 
66.470 

47326 
33.944 
50,033 
30300 
24,913 
10309 
17,765 
20.499 
80,492 
57,562 
26,789 
27,970 
49,209 

•  •  •  • 
57.609 
40.039 


1922-23 
590.655 

83.236 

101.140 

103310 

67310 

120.993 

oZ«49d 

59.970 

63376 

96359 

82.597 

79.125 

124.809 

99,543 

120,257 

106,665 

142,470 

74,970 

53.596 
33.413 
55.672 
36361 
24.944 
35.925 
17,577 
20.497 

•  •  •  • 
53,646 
33.263 
34240 
49,459 

•  •  •  • 
55,91 1 
39,973 


2.074.455  2.026.053  2300.732  2.448.776  2.672.646  2,766,964 
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The  net  gains  and  losses  in  circulation  are  presented*  apart 
from  the  totals,  in  the  following  form: 

VOLUMES. 

1917-18  gain  orer  precediiig  year 24,217 

1916-19  loM  from  preceding  year 46.402 

1919-20  gain  over  preceding  year 272,679 

1920-21  gain  over  preceding  ytmr 146,044 

1921-22  gain  over  preceding  year 223j870 

\922r23  gain  over  preceding  year 96338 

USE  OF  BCX)KS. 
CIRCULATION  FROM  CENTRAL  BY  MONTHS. 


HOME  USE 

SCHOOLS  AND 

HOME  USE 

THROUGH 

INSTITUTIONS 

TOTALS. 

DIRECT. 

BRANCH  DEFT. 

THROUGH 
BRANCH  DEPT. 

February,  1922  . 

39.068 

14,904 

13,723 

67.715 

March.          -     . 

36.604 

12,405 

15.775 

64.964 

April.           ••     .        . 
5*iy.           -     .       , 

35.173 

12,456 

15.575 

63.204 

29,178 

9242 

20.420 

58340 

June.             -      .        , 

July.          -    .      . 

23.466 

7.655 

15338 

46.961 

16.590 

5,561 

1.960 

26.131 

August. 

20,022 

5,261 

1.679 

26.962 

19,443 

4,662 

1.466 

25.773 

October.        -     . 

24.897 

6,476 

6.420 

37.795 

November. 

33,907 

10.569 

13.000 

57.476 

34.179 

12,097 

14.050 

60326 

Januaiy.     1923  . 

30,221 

9.577 

14.690 

54.466 

Totals. 


344.970 


111.067 


134.616 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  TOTAL  CIRCULATION. 

home  schools  and 

use.  institutions. 
Central  Library: 

fl.  Direct      .       .  .        .  344.970 

h,  Tbrough  branches  and  reading  roons        1 1 1 .067 
c.  Schools     and     institutions,     through 

Branch  Department  134.616 

Branches: 

Brighton 47.601  35.437 

Charlestown 90,232  10,906 

Codman  Square 97,474  6336 

Dorchester 59.027  8.763 

East  Boston 101.469  19.524 

Hyde  Park 76.533  5.965 

Jamaica  Plain 50.120  9350 

Mt  Bowdom 83376  .... 

Carried  forward      ....       699.451  99,743 


590.655 


TOTAL. 


590.655 


83.236 

10IJ40 

103310 

67310 

120.993 

82,498 

59.970 

83376 

799.194 
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USE. 


Broaght  forward       ....        699.451 


Rotlmciale 
RoiiNiiy 
SoDdi  Botkni 
Sottlh  End  . 
Upham't  G>nier 
Wama  Street 
West  End    . 
Wert  Rozbury 


Reading  Rooms: 
AUftoB 

Ancirew  Square 
Boyblon  Station 
City  Point    . 
Faaeidl 
Jetfries   Point 
Lower  Milk 


78.933 

62.090 
109.044 

85.731 
111.568 
107.470 
123.287 

62333 

1.439.907 


SCHOOLS  AND 

iNsrmmoNs. 

99.743 

3.664 
17.035 
15.765 
13.812 

8.689 

1.195 
19.183 
12.637 


191.723 


TOTAL. 

799.194 

82.597 

79.125 

124.809 

99.543 

120.257 

108.665 

142.470 

74.970 

1.631.630 


.       .       .  53.598 

.       .       .  33.413 

55.672 

.       .  38381 

.       .       .       .  24.944 

.       .       .       .  35.925 

.       .       .       .  17.577 

Mattapan 20.497 


Mt  Pleasant 
Neponset 
Orient 
Parker  HiU 
Roibaiy  Crossing 
Tyler  Street 


53.846 
33.263 
34.240 
49.459 
55.91 1 
38.992 

545.718 


981 


981 


53,598 
33.413 
55.672 
38381 
24.944 
35.925 
17.577 
20.497 
53346 
33.263 
34.240 
49.459 
55.91 1 
39.973 

546.699 


These  figures  are  condensed  into  the  following : 

Books  lent  for  home  use,  including  circula6on  though 

schools  and  institutions. 

From  Central  Library  (including  Central  Library  books  issued  dirongh  the 

branches  and  rea<£ng  rooms) 

Fmm  branches  and  reading  rooms  (excluding  books  receired  from  Central) 


590.655 
2.178329 


Total 


Comparative.  1921-22. 

Central  Library  circulation: 

Direct  home  use        ....  354.587 

Through  branches  and  reading  rooms  106,502 

Branch  Department  diculation: 
Direct  home  use 
From  branch  collections  1335.018 

From  reading  rooms  •  575.930 


2.768,984 
1922-23. 


461.089 


Schools  and  institutions  circulation  (in- 
cludBng  books  from  Central  dirough 
the  Branch  System) 


1.910.948 


300.609 
2.672.646 


344.970 
111.067 


1.439.907 
545.718 


456,037 


1.985.625 


327322 
2,768,984 
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Under  the  inter-library  loan  system  with  odier  libraries  the 
following  use  of  books  for  the  puipose  of  serious  research  is 
shown  for  two  successive  years: 

1921-22.    1922-23. 
Volnmet  lent  from  tbis  Libranr  to  other  librariei  in  MuMchusetti        1 ,31 5         1 344 
Lent  to  librariei  ouliide  of  MMMchiitetli 306  282 

Totak p       .       .        1.621        1.626 

Applicationt  refuted: 

r  rom  librariei  in  MaMachusetli 346  442 

From  libraries  oulnde  of  Manachuietti 75  1 10 

Totok 421  552 

Borrovred  from  other  librariei  for  lue  here      ....  40  28 

The  classified  **home-'Use**  circulation  of  the  branches  and 
reading  rooms  was  as  follows,  for  two  successive  years: 

1921-22.  1922-23. 

Branches:  volumes,  percentage.       volumes,  percentage. 

Fiction  for  adults .  399.455  30  435.081  3031 

Non-fiction  for  adult!  .  144.243  It  152.036  10.6 

Juvenile  fiction      .  .  .        515.342  39  537.641  37.5 

Juvenile  non-fiction  .  269.694  20  309.622  21.5 

Reading  Rooms: 
Fiction         ....       397.402  69  370.559         67.8 

Non-fiction    ....        175.528  31  175.159         322 

At  the  Central  Library  the  classified  ^'hcHne-use**  circulation 
dhows  the  following  percentages : 

1921-22.  1922-23. 

percentages,  percentages. 

Fiction 48.66+  47JB6+ 

Non-fiction 5133+  52.13+ 

BCX)K  ACCESSIONS. 


BOOKS  ACQUIRED  BY  PURCHASE. 


For  the  Central  Ubraiy: 

From  City  appropriation 
From  trust  funds  income 

For  branches  and  reading  rooms: 
From  City  appropriation 
From  trust  funds  income 

By    Fellowes    Athenseum    (for    the 
Branch)    .... 


Totals 


Rozbury 


1921-22 

7.709 
3.461 
11.170 


53.875 


53375 

1.140 

66,185 


1922-23. 

7.440 
4.701 
12.141 


55.31 1 


55311 

622 

68.074 


165 1 


Of  the  668  volumes  acquired  by  the  Feltowes  Athenaeum 
during  the  past  year,  622  were  purchases,  30  were  gifts,  and  1 6 
were  of  periodicals  bound. 

The  following  statement  includes  the  accessi(xis  by  purdiase 
combined  with  books  received  by  gift  or  otherwise : 


AcccMioiis  bj  purdiate  (including  622  flumes 
by  Fellowct  Athencum  for  Rozbury  Branch) 

Accessions  bj  sift  (induding  30  volumes  dirou^ 
Fellowes  A^ensram  for  Rozbury  Branch) 

Accessions  by  Statistical  Department   . 

Accessions  by  exchange 

Accessions  mr  periodicals  bound  f including  16 
throui^    Fellowes    Athenaeum    fc 


ror 


Rosbui 


Branch) 
Accessions  of  newspapers  bound 


CENTRAL.      BRANCHES. 


12.141 

7369 

129 

47 


1.664 
97 


55.933 
796 


133 


21.447         56.862 


TOTAL 
VOLUMES. 

68.074 

8.165 

129 

47 


1.797 
97 

78309 


THE  CATALCX;UE. 


TITLES. 


Catalogued  (new): 

Central  Library  Catalogue 
Serials      .... 
Branches  .... 
Recatalogued 


VOLS.  AND 
PARTS. 

1921-22. 

31.022  14.608 

•  f \/^W#  •    •    •    • 

46.591  39.512 

18.872  6.129 


Totals 100.525       60.249 


TITLES. 


VOLS.  AND 
PARTS. 

1922-23. 
25.533        15.731 


4.127 
48.007 
14.056 


39.997 
7.178 


91.723       62.846 


SHELF  DEPARTMENT. 

The  number  of  volumes  shelved  and  thus  made  available  for 
public  use,  taken  from  the  report  of  the  Shelf  Department,  is : 

Placed  on  die  Central  Library  iheHret  during  die  year: 
General  collection,  new  books  (including  continuations)    ....        21 .822 

Special  coUection.  new  books  and  transfers 1.868 

Books  reported  lost  or  missing  in  previous  years,  but  now  found,  transfers 

from  branches,  etc 1.765 


25,455 
Removed  from  Central  Library  shelves  during  the  year: 

Books  reported  lost  or  missing,  condemned  copies  not  yet  replaced,  trans- 
fer*, etc 11.438 


Net  gain.  Central  Library  . 14.017 

Net  gain  at  branches  (including  reading  rooms) 11 .866 


Net  gain,  entire  library  system    .        .  25,883 
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The  total  number  of  volumes  available  for  public  use  at  the 
end  of  each  year  since  the  fonnation  of  the  Library  is  shown  in 
die  following  statement : 


1852-53 
1853-54 
1854-55 
1855-56 
1856-57 
1857-58 
1858-59 
1859-60 
1860-61 
1861-62 
1862-63 
1863-64 
1864-^5 
1865-66 
1866-67 
1867-68 
1868-69 
1869-70 
1870-71 
1871-72 
1872-73 
1873-74 
1874-75 
1875-76 
1876-77 
1877-78 
1878-79 
1879U80 
1880-81 
1881-82 
1882-83 
1883-84 
1884-85 

1885  . 

1886  . 


9.668 

16;221 

22.617 

28.080 

34.896 

70351 

78.043 

85.031 

97386 

105.034 

110.563 

116.934 

123.016 

130.678 

136.080 

144.092 

152.796 

160.573 

179.250 

192.958 

209.456 

260.550 

276.918 

297.873 

312.010 

345.734 

360.963 

377225 

390.962 

404221 

422.116 

438.594 

453.947 

460.993 

479,421 


Vohmiet  in  entire  librarj  sjrttem 

Volumes  in  the  branchet  mod  reading  rooms 


1887  . 

1888  . 

1889  . 

1890  . 

1891  . 

1892  . 

1893  . 

1894  . 

1895  . 
1896-97 
1897-98 
1898-99 
1899^-1900 
1900-01 
1901-02 
1902-03 
1903-04 
1904-05 
1905-06 
1906-07 
1907-06 
1908-09 
1909^10 
1910-11 
1911-12 
1912-13 
1913^14 
1914-15 
1915-16 
1916-17 
1917-18 
1918-19 
19I9L-20 
1920-21 
1921-22 
1922-23 


These  volumes  are  located  as  follows : 


492.956 
505.872 
520.508 
536.027 
556.283 
576237 
597,152 
610375 
628297 
663.763 
698.888 
716J)50 
746383 
781377 
812264 
835.904 

871.050 

878.933 

903349 

922348 

941.024 

%1.522 

987268 

1.006.717 

1.049.011 

1.067.103 

1.096.702 

1.121.747 

1.139.682 

1.157326 

1.173.^5 

1.197.496 

1224.510 

1258211 

1284.094 

1284.094 
325.163 


Central  Library 
Bnghlon      • 
Qiarlestown 
Gximan  Square 
Dorchester  • 
East  Boston 
Hyde  Park. 
Jamaica  Plain 
Mt.  Bowdom 
NordiEnd  . 
Roslindale  . 


958.931 

17308 

15.414 

8.393 

17.930 

20.725 

32.124 

17285 

7.699 

8.975 

10.619 


Roxburj: 

Fellowes  Athenaeum  30.973 

Owned  by  city           5.462 

Total.  Rozbury  . 

36.435 

South  Boston 

18.152 

South  End  . 

14.052 

Upham's  Comer  . 
Warren  Street 

11.844 

7.504 

West  End  . 

20.458 

West  Roxbury 

11.731 

Allston 

3.973 
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Andrew  Square  . 

3.628 

BoybloB  Slatioii  . 

4.290 

City  Point  . 

5.600 

Faneoil 

3.405 

Jetfriet  Point 
Lower  Mills 

1394 

1.684 

Mattapnn     . 

1369 

Mt  Pkatant 

5.423 

Nqpontet     •         •        • 

2,575 

Orient  Heif^H    . 
Parker   Hill        .        . 

3.480 

2344 

Rodbunr  Crotting 
Tyler  Street 

4.261 

4389 

THE  PRINTING  DEPARTMENT. 

1921-22.  1922-23. 

Reqdtitioat  received  and  filled 337  299 

Card  Catalogue  (Central  Library): 

Tide*  esKlnnve  of  Stack  4  (Printing  Dept.  count)  1 5.438  12316 

Cards  finisked  (exclusiye  of  extras) 214398  184.666 

Card  Catalogue  (Brandies) : 

Titles  (Printing  Dept  count) 656  480 

Cards  finished  (delusive  of  extras) 30,960  27.967 

Signs 1.775  1.603 

Blank  forms  (numbered  series)               3.^5.995  4.202.276 

Forms,  circulars  and  sundries  (outside  numbered  series)  .  46.767  30352 

Catak>gaei  and  pampUets 162.460  177.000 

THE  BINDERY. 

1921-22.  1922-23. 

Number  of  volumes  bound  in  various  styles    ....  44.587  48.544 

Magazines  stitched 239  265 

Vohmies  repaired 2.436  2.141 

Volumes  guarded 1381  1.169 

Maps  mounted                         93  64 

Photographs  and  engravingi  mounted 4.492  2.929 

Library  publications  folded,  stitched  and  trimmed  .                 .  163.747  175.532 


THE  LECTURES  OF  1922-1923. 

All  lectures,  except  those  mailed  with  an  asterisk  (*)  were  illustrated 
with  lantern  slides. 

1922 

Oct.      5.     America  in  the  Pacific.    Sarah  Ellen  Palmer. 

Oct      8.  *The  Creative  Genius  of  the  American  Negro.    James  Weldon 

Johnson. 

Oct      9.     Florence:    her  Art  Literature  and  Social  Life.    Miss  Lilian 

Whiting.     (Ruskin  Club.) 

Oct  14.  Flower  Anangement  Clarke  Thayer.  (N.  E.  Home  Eco- 
nomics Association.) 

Oct.    1 5.     Christopher  Columbus.    Rev.  William  M.  Stinson,  S.J. 

Oct  19.  A  Trip  through  the  Land  of  Evangeline.  Rev.  A.  T.  Kemp- 
ton. 
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Oct    22.     The   Times    of   Shakespeare.       Frank    Chouteau    Brown. 

(Drama  League  Course.) 
Oct.    23.     What's  What  in  Books.    John  Clair  Minot.    (Ruskin  Club.) 
Oct    26.     The  American  and  Philippino  Achievements  in  the  Philippines. 

Mme.  J.  C.  DeVeyra. 
Oct    29.     Interesting  Elxperiences  with  Birds  and  Animals.      Ernest 

Harold  Baynes. 
Nov.     2.     Transportation.    James  M.  Kimball. 

Nov.     5.     Old  Opera  Days  and  Opera  Singers.     Francis  Henry  Wade. 
Nov.     9.     Our  National  Forests.    Philip  W.  Ayres.     (Field  and  Forest 

Club  Course.) 
Nov.    1 2.     Life  in  the  Australian  Bush.    Captain  William  Payne. 
Nov.   13.     Ruskin:  John  the  Baptist  of  Social  Reform.     Rev.  Davis 

Wasgatt  Clarke,  D.D.     (Ruskin  Club.) 
Nov.   16.  §The  Passion  Play  of  1922.    John  C.  Bowker. 
Nov.    18.     The  Social  Bond  of  Everyday  Art     Herbert  J.  Si»nder. 

(N.  E.  Home  Economics  Association.) 
Nov.    19.     Famous  Productions  of  Shakespeare.     F.  W.  C.   Hersey. 

(Drama  League  Course.) 
Nov.  23.     The  Romance  of  Arizona.    W.  D.  O'Ncil. 
Nov.  26.  *The  Music  of  the  Western  Church.     Wallace  Goodrich. 

With  musical  illustrations. 
Nov.  27.     Sunny  Italy.      Mrs.  James   Frederick  Hopkins.      (Ruskin 

Club.) 
Dec.      3.  ^Modern  Anglo-Irish  Poets.    Norreys  Jephson  O'Conor,  A.M. 

Dec.      7.     From  Sea  to  Sea  in  South  America.    Emma  G.  Cummings. 

Dec.    1 0.  ^Message  of  Music,  or  the  Art  Work  of  the  Future.    Mme. 

Beale  Morey.    With  musical  illustrations. 
Dec.    1 1 .     Ruskin  Memories  in  Italy  and  England.     Mrs.  May  Smith 

Dean.     (Ruskin  Club.) 
Dec.    14.     White  Mountain  Trails.     Walter  Collins  O'Kane.     (Field 

and  Forest  Club  Course.) 
Dec.    1 6.  ^Intelligent  Buying  of  Clothing.    Harriet  Ainsworth.     (N.  E. 

Home  Economics  Association.) 
Dec.    1 7.  *Franz  Liszt,  the  Man  and  the  Artist     Lecture-recital.     John 

Orth. 
Dec.    2 1 .     Luca  della  Robbia.    Charles  Tlieodore  Carruth. 

Dec.    21.  ^Reading:    "The  Christmas  Carol."     Prof.  Walter  Bradley 

Tripp.     (Dickens  Fellowship.) 
Dec.    24.  *The  Devel(H>ment  of  Mechanical  Music.    Geoffrey  0*Hara. 

With  musical  illustrations. 
Dec.    28.     Stained  Glass  as  an  Artist's  Medium.    Charles  J.  Connick. 

Dec.    31.     Japan:  her  People  and  her  Art     Marie  A.  Moore. 

§  Repealed  on  November  Z9. 
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1923 
Jan.      4.  ^Modern  Development  in  Radio  Communication:    Wireless 

Telephony,  etc.    Emory  Leon  Chaffee. 
Jan.      7.     Trip  through  the  National  Parks  and  the  Northwest    Charles 

H.  Bayley. 
Jan.     1 1 .     The  Camp  Fire  Girl:  through  Nature  to  Womanhood.    Rev. 

Charles  W.  Casson.     (Field  and  Forest  Club  Course.) 
Jan.     1 3.  *Food  as  a  Factor  in  Social  Work.    Bailey  B.  Burritt     (N. 

E.  Home  Economics  Association.) 
Jan.     1 4.  *Music  in  Adversity.     Archibald  Thompson  Davison.    With 

musical  illustrations. 
Jan.     18.     Some  Early  American  Arts.    Edwin  James  Hipkiss.     (Under 

the  ausfMces  of  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts.) 
Jan.    21.  ^Shakespeare  in  the  Twentieth  Century.     E.  Charlton  Black. 

(Drama  League  Course.) 
Jan.    22.     The  Wonderland  of  America.    Mrs.  Arthur  Dudley  Ropes. 

(Ruskin  Club.) 
Jan.    25.     Opening  the  Pyramids  of  Ethiopian  Kings.    Ashtoto  Sanborn. 

(Under  the  auspices  of  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts.) 
Jan.    28.  §The  High  History  of  the  Holy  Grail.    Rev.  William  M.  Stin- 

son,  S.J. 
Feb.      1 .     Boston  in  Fiction.    Martha  A.  S.  Shannon. 
Feb.      4.  *The  Orators  and  Oratory  of  Shakespeare.    Henry  Lawrence 

Southwick.     (Drama  League  Course.) 
Feb.      8.  *The  Anniversary  of  John  Ruskin's  Birth.     Rev.  Josq>h  P. 

MacCarthy.  Ph.D.     (Ruskin  Club.) 
Feb.      8.     (^  the  Ridgepole  of  the  Continent:  first  Lessons  in  Moutain- 

eering.     Marcus  Morton,  Jr.      (Field  and  Forest  Club 

Course.) 
Fd>.    1 1 .  *What  is  Poetry  to  you?    Horace  G.  WadUn. 
F^.    12.  *  Wordsworth.    Mrs.  Carolyn  Hillman.    (Ruskin  Club.) 
Feb.    1 5.     Washington's  Visits  to  Boston.    Charles  F.  Read. 
Feb.    1 8.  *The  Problem  of  Popularizing  (jood  Music.    Leo  R.  Lewis. 

With  musical  illustratiolis. 
Feb.    25.  *Portia  the  Wife.    Martha  Moore  Avery. 
F^.   26.  ^Washington  and  Franklin:  their  Part  in  the  Triumph  of  the 

American  Revolution.     Joseph  M.  Whipple.      (Ruskm 

Club.) 
Mar.      I.     Gty  Planning.     Ellisabeth  M.  Herlihy. 
Mar.     4.  ^Romance  of  Sicily.    Vincent  Ravi-Booth. 
Mar.     8.     Some  Less  Familiar  Portions  of  Germany.      Harvey  N. 

Shepard.     (Field  and  Forest  Club  Course.) 
Mar.   10.     Design  all  about  us.     Grace  A.  Cornell.     (N.  E.  Home 

Economics  Association.) 

§  Repealed  on  Febnury  1 1 . 
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Mar.   1 1 .  ^Poetry  in  the  Making.    John  Livingston  Lowes. 

Mar.   1 2.     Ruskin's  Significance  To-Day.    Agnes  Knox  Black.     (Rus- 

kin  Club.) 
Mar.   15.     Recent  Municipal  Activities  in  Boston.     His  Honor,  the 

Mayor,  James  M.  Curley. 
Mar.    18.  *Back  to  Shakespeare:  the  Technique  of  the  Spoken  Drama. 

Robert  E.  Rogers.     (Drama  League  Course.) 
Mar.   19.     Stamp  Collecting  as  a  Hobby.     Ral|^  N.  Hall.     (Boston 

Philatelic  Society.) 
Mar.  22.     Bird  Banding:   the  Why  and  the  How.     Charles  B.  Floyd. 
Mar.  25.     Getting  Back  to  Nature.    How  we  Answered  the  Call  of  die 

Wild.    Manly  B.  To%vnsend. 
Mar.  26.  ^Finding  Culture  for  Oneself.    Henry  Austin  Higgins.     (Rus« 

kin  Club.) 
Mar.  29.     The  Fountains  of  Rome.    Cav.  L.  Melano  Rossi. 
Apr.      I.     Dramatizing  the  Master   Dramatist:     Recent   Plays  upon 

Shakespeare.      Albert    H.    Gilmer.       (Drama    League 

Course.) 
Apr.      5.     The  Art  of  Drawing:  as  a  Means  to  an  Ejid,  and  as  an  End 

in  Itself.    Alfred  Mansfield  Brooks.     (Under  the  au^ces 

of  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts.) 
Apr.     9.     Spain.    Ellen  Page.     (Ruskin  Club.) 

Apr.   23.  *The  American  Drama.    Gordon  Hillman.     (Ruskin  Club.) 


PUBLIC  EXHIBITIONS.   1922-1923. 
1922 

May.     Boston  in  1 822. 
July.      Early  School-books  and  Boston  School-houses. 

Boston,  1 81 7—1 92 1 .     (Books,  prints  and  drawings.) 
Aug.      The  Graphic  Arts. 
Sq>t      Hazard's  Red  Cross  painting  "For  Humanity.' 

Samuel  Adams. 

Recent  Accessions  in  the  Fine  Arts. 
Oct.       The  Work  of  the  American  Negro. 

History  of  Tranqx>rtation.    American  Locomotives. 
Nov.      Semi-Centennial  of  tl^  Great  Fire  of  Boston.     Boston  Fires. 

Forestry. 

The  Beggar's  Opera. 

Modem  Stagecraft 

Photographs  by  Hamilton  Revelle. 
Dec.      Mothercraft  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  White  Mountains  of  New  Hampshire. 

Luca  della  Robbia.    The  Nativity  in  Art. 

The  Art  of  Stained  Glass. 


t* 
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1923 

Jan.       Early  American  Art 

The  Drama  and  Elric  Pape's  original  drawings  for  Chinese  stage- 
settings  of  '*The  Flame  of  Love." 
Feb.       Mountains  of  America. 

'George  Washington. 

**House  Beautiful*'  Cover  Design  CompetiticMi. 

Bicentenary  of  Death  of  Sir  Christopher  Wren. 
Mar.      Modem  Boston.     (Public  builcCngs,  parks,  etc.) 

Boston  Philatelic  Society. 

Fountains  of  Italy. 
ApriL    Reproductions  of  Drawings  by  Old  Masters. 

Massachusetts  Society   for   Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals 
Poster-Design  Competition. 

American    Merchant   Marine    Library    Association    Book-plate 
Competition. 

McGreevey  CoUectioli  of  Baseball  Photograi^. 

Original  paintings  of  Book-illustrations  by  N.  C.  WyetL 


CHIEFS  OF  DEPARTMENTS  AND  LIBRARIANS  OF  BRANCHES 

AND  READING-ROOMS. 

As  at  present  organized,  the  various  d^>artments  of  the  Li- 
brary and  the  branches  and  reading-rooms  are  in  charge  of  the 
following  persons : 

Otto  Fleischner.  Assistant  Librarian. 

Samuel  A.  Chevalier,  Chief  of  Catalogue  Department 

William  G.  T.  Roffe.  in  charge  of  Shelf  Department 

Theodosia  E.  Macurdy,  Chief  of  Ordering  Department 

Frank  H.  Chase,  Custodian  of  Bates  Hall  Reference  Department 

Pierce  E.  Buckley,  Custodian  of  Bates  Hall  Centre  Desk,  Patent  alid 

Newq>aper  Dq>artments. 
Frederic  Serex,  in  charge  of  Newspaper  Room. 
William  J.  Ennis,  in  charge  of  Patent  Room. 
Winthrop  H.  Chenery,  Chief  of  Special  Libraries  Department 
Walter  Rowlands,  in  charge  of  Fine  Arts  Division. 
George  S.  Maynard,  in  charge  of  Technical  Division. 
Richard  G.  Appel,  in  charge  of  Allen  A.  Brown  Music  Room. 
Francis  J.  Hannigan,  Custodian  of  Periodical  Room. 
Frank  C.  Blaisdell,  Chief  of  Issue  Department 
John  H.  Reardon,  in  charge  of  Information  Office. 
£dith  Guerrier,  Supervisor  of  Branches. 
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Alice  V.  Stevetis,  Chief  of  the  Central  Branch  Issue  Division. 

Marian  A.  McCarthy,  in  charge  of  Branch  Binding. 

Robert  F.  Dixon,  in  charge  of  Shipping  Division. 

Timothy  J.  Mackiti,  Custodian  of  Stock  Room. 

Alice  M.  Jordan,  Supervisor  of  Work  with  Children. 

Mary  C.  Toy,  Children's  Librarian,  Central  Library. 

A.  Frances  Rogers,  Chief  of  Registration  Department 

Horace  L.  Wheeler,  in  charge  of  Statistical  Department. 

Mary  H.  Rollins,  EcEtor  of  Publications. 

Francis  Watts  Lee,  Chief  of  Printing  Department 

James  W.  Kenney,  Chief  of  Bindery  Department 

Henry  Niederauer,  Chief  of  Engineer  and  Janitor  Department 

Mariain  W.  Brackett,  Librarian  of  Brighton  Branch. 

Katherine  S.  Rogan,  Librarian  of  Charlestown  Branch. 

Elizabeth  P.  Ross.  Librarian  of  Codman  Square  Branch. 

Elizabeth  T.  Reed,  Librarian  of  Dorchester  Branch. 

Laura  M.  Cross.  Librarian  of  East  Boston  Branch. 

Elizabeth  Ainsworth,  Librarian  of  Hyde  Park  Branch. 

Mary  P.  Swain,  Librarian  of  Jamaica  Plain  Branch. 

Beatrice  M.  Flanagan,  acting  Librarian  of  Mt  Bowdoin  Branch. 

Mary  F.  Curley,  acting  Librarian  of  North  End  Branch. 

Grace  L.  Murray,  Librarian  of  Roslindale  Branch. 

Helen  M.  Bell,  Librarian  of  Roxbury  Branch. 

M.  Florence  Cufflin,  Librarian  of  South  Boston  Branch. 

Margaret  A.  Sheridan,  Librarian  of  South  Elnd  Branch. 

Mary  F.  Kelley,  Librarian  of  Upham*s  Comer  Branch. 

Beatrice  C.  Maguire,  Librarian  of  Warren  Street  Branch. 

Fanny  Goldstein,  Librarian  of  West  End  Branch. 

Carrie  L.  Morse,  Librarian  of  West  Roxbury  Branch. 

Mary  A.  Hill,  Librarian  of  Lower  Mills  Reading  Room. 

Emma  G.  Capewell,  Librarian  of  Lower  Mills  Reading  Rooms. 

Ellen  C.  McShane,  acting  Librarian  of  Neponset  Reading  Room. 

Katherine  F.  Muldoon,  Librarian  of  Allston  Reading  Room. 

Margaret  H.  Reid,  Librarian  of  Mt  Pleasant  Reading  Room. 

Edith  F.  Pendleton,  acting  Librarian  of  Tyler  Street  Reading  Room. 

Katrina  M.  Sather,  Librarian  of  Roxbury  Crossing  Reading  Room. 

Edith  R.  Nickerson,  Librarian  of  Boylston  Station  Reading  Room. 

Mary  Golden,  acting  Librarian  of  Andrew  Square  Reading  Room. 

Catherine  F.  Flannery,  Librarian  of  Orieht  Heights  Reading  Room. 

Alice  L.  Murphy,  Librarian  of  Gty  Point  Reading  Room. 

Mary  M.  Sullivan,  Librarian  of  Parker  Hill  Reading  Room. 

Gertrude  L.  Council,  librarian  of  Faneuil  Reading  Room. 

Margaret  A.  Caban,  acting  Librarian  of  Jeffries  Point  Reading  Room. 


INDEX. 


AecMsioBS.  29-33,  49;    tablas,  64^5. 
AIUtoB  Reading  Room,  49. 
AmericaiMt  30. 
Andrew  Square  Reading  Room,  20,  49, 

53. 
Arts  Collection,  30. 
Balnnee    tlieet,     10-16;     receipli,    3; 

tpecial  accoont,  16. 
Barton -Tklmor  Room,  42. 
Bataa  Hall  Centre  Desk  and  Reference, 

19.  27,  38. 
BanloB,  Joaiah  H.,  tnitt  funds,  7.  8. 
Batkunet  Floraice  M.,  resignation,  59. 
Bindery,  20,  67. 
Booka,  24,  26,  29;    accessions,  49,  64- 

65;    appropriations  recommended,   17, 

28;    circulation,  18,  27,  43-44,  48; 

Polisk,  20;   storage  plant,  18. 
Beaton   Retirement  Pension,  Resolution 

hj  Trustees,  4. 
Bowditch  Uhnxy,  36. 
Branchaa  and  reading  rooms,  3,  20-25, 

27-28,  48-49;    estimates,  4;    requests 

for  establislunent  of,  4,  18,  29. 
Brifktoii  Branch,  50. 
Brown  Music  Library.  30,  36,  42-^3. 
Bnsineaa  Branch,  establishment  urged  by 

Trustees,    4;     recommended   by    Ex- 

■mining  Committee,  18,  26. 
Card-holdera,  33,  34.  48. 
Carr,  Samuel,  elected  vice-president,  1 ; 

decease,  and  resolution  by  the  Trustees, 

1-2. 
Catalogue  and  Shelf  Department,  34- 

37, 65-67. 
Central  Library,  annex.   18,  28;    pri- 
vate aid  for  fibrary,  7-8. 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  Americaniza- 

6on   committee,   46;     business  branch 

library,  26. 
Charleatown  Branch,  44-45,  50. 
Cliildren'a  Department  and  work  with 

diildrea,  25,  27,  36,  43-47,  50-51. 
Children'a  Museum,  46. 


Circulation,  Bates  Hall,  38;  branches 
and  reading  rooms,  48-49;  Children's 
Room,  43-44;  increase,  18,27;  News- 
paper Room,  39;  Open  Shelf  Room, 
40;  Periodical  Room,  41 ;  Special 
libraries,  42;    tables,  61-64. 

City  Point  Reading  Room,  21,  49.  53. 

Codman  Square  Branch,  24-25. 

Connolly,  Msgr.  Arthur  T.,  reapoointed 
a  trustee,  I ;    elected  vice  president,  2. 

Currier,  Guy  W.,  appointment,  1. 

Dorckeater  Branch,  46,  49.  50. 

Duncan,  Barbara,  resimation,  59. 

Eaat  Boston  Branch,  50. 

Employeea,  17,  20-23.  34-35,  59; 
chiefs  of  departments.  71-72;  salaries, 
25-26.  28;   staff  instruction,  57. 

Eatimatea,  4. 

Eacamining  Conunittee,  memben  of,  7; 
recommendations   of,    17-18;     report, 

Ezkibitiona,  42,  56,  70-71. 

Faneuil  Reading  Room,  45,  53. 

Finance,  appropriations  recommended, 
17,  27;  balance  sheets,  10-16;  re- 
ceipu.  3;    trust  funds,  5-8. 

Fine  Arts  Department,  42. 

GoTemment  documents.  (See  In- 
formation OfBce.) 

Information  Office,  Government  docu- 
ments and  Open  Shelf  Room,  27,  40. 

Jamaica  Plain  Branch,  49. 

Jeffriea  Point  Reading  Room,  49,  53. 

Kenney,  Josephine  E..  resignatbn,  59. 

Uctures,  56-58.  67-70. 

Librarian,  report  of.  27-60. 

Library  Life.  37. 

Library  staff.     (See  Employees.) 

Locke,  John  F.,  retirement,  59. 

Lower  Mills  Reading  Room,  23.  49. 

Mann,  Rev.  Alexander.  D.p..  President 
of  the  Board.  1 ;  resignation.  2 ;  reso- 
lution by  Trustees,  3. 

Mattapan  Reading  Room,  49,  53. 
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Mt.  Bowdoin  Reading  Room,  23,  50. 
Mt.  Plaasant  Reading  Room,  22.  49. 
Nepoiuet  Reading  Room,  23,  53. 
Newspaper  Room,  39. 
North  End  Branch,  24,  44-45.  49,  51. 
Open  Shelf  Room.     (See   Information 

Office.) 
Orient  Heii^ls  Reading  oom,  21,  49, 

Parker  Hill  Reading  Room.  54. 
Patent  Room.  39. 
Periodical  Room,  41. 
Prince  Collection.  36. 
Printing  Department,  19,  67. 
Publicationa,  35-37. 
Refiatration  Department,  33-34. 
Roalindale  Branch,  51. 
Rozbury  Branch,  22.  49,  51. 
Rozbury  CroMing  Reading  Room,  49, 

54. 
Salaries.     (5e<  Employees) 


South  Boston  Branch,  4.  45.  52. 

Sou^  End  Branch,  3.  20.  52. 

Special  Librariet.  19.  27,  42. 

Story  Hour.  25.  45-46. 

Teachers'  Room,  47. 

Technical  DiYiiion.  31.  38,  42. 

Trust  funds,  appeal  for,  7-6;  expendi- 
tures, II.  13;    statement  of,  5-6. 

Trustees,  ornnization  of.  1 . 

Tyler  Street  Reading  Room,  21 ,  46,  49. 
54. 

UniTorsity  Extension  Courses,  30,  56- 
57. 

Upham's  Comer  Branch,  23.  52. 

Ward,  Langdon  L.,  decease  of,  4,  59; 
resolution  by  Trustees,  5. 

Warren  Street  Branch,  49,  52. 

West  End  Branch,  24,  49,  52. 

West  Rozbury  Branch,  44-46,  49.  53; 
dedication  of  new  building.  3,  54; 
description  of,  55-56. 
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HiLUARD,  George  Stillman,  ll.d.,  1872-75;  76-77. 
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different  location  from  diat  now  occupied.  •As  a  deliveiy  station.  fin  building 
owned  by  City,  and  exclusively  devoted  to  library  uses.  %  In  Gty  boildinc.  in  part 
devoted  to  other  municipal  uses.  §  Occupies  rented  rooms.  ||  The  lessee  of  die  rel- 
lowes  Athenaeum,  a  private  library  association. 
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To  His  Honor.  James  M.  Curley, 

Ma^oT  of  the  Cify  of  Boston. 

Sir: — ^The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  tfie 
City  of  Boston  presents  the  following  report  of  its  condition  and 
aff airst  for  the  year  ending  January  31,1 924,  being  the  seventy- 
seccMid  annual  report. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  BOARD. 

Oir  April  13.  1923.  the  Right  Reverend  Monsignor  Arthur 
T.  Connolly  was  elected  President  to  succeed  Bishop  Alexander 
Mann  resigned,  and  Mr.  Louis  E.  Kirstein.  Vice  President  m 
Monsignor  Connolly's  place. 

Mr.  Guy  W.  Currier  was  reappointed  a  trustee  for  the  term 
ending  April  30.  1 928 ;  and  Mr.  William  A.  Gaston  was  ap* 
pointed  a  trustee  for  the  term  ending  April  30.  1923.  to  fill  the 
vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Bishop  Mann. 

The  Board  organized  at  the  annual  meeting  on  May  18. 
1923.  by  the  election  of  Monsignor  Connolly  as  President.  Mr. 
Kirstein.  Vice  President,  and  Delia  Jean  Deery.  Clerk. 

On  October  26.  the  Board  approved  a  change  in  the  title  of 
"Librarian*'  to  that  of  "Director". 

RECEIPTS  OF  THE  UBRARY. 

The  receipts  of  the  Library  which  are  to  be  expended  by  the 
Trustees  m  the  maintenance  of  the  Library  consist  of  the  annual 
apprc^riation  by  the  Mayor  and  City  Council,  and  the  income 
from  Trust  Funds  given  to  the  Trustees  but  invested  by  the  City 
Treasurer.     During  the  past  year  these  receipts  were 

Aimnal  appioprialioii $779,935.00 

Special  appropriatioii 50,000.00 

Income  from  Trasi  Fuuk  . 25.037XX) 

UneipeiKied  l>alaiice  of  Tnisl  Funds  income  of  prevwui  year  69,7 1  OiX) 

Total $924,682.00 
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Receipts  which  are  accounted  for  and  paid  into  the  City 
Treasury  for  general  municipal  purposes,  during  the  year  have 
been  as  follows 

From  fillet $15^12.47 

Fran  mIm  of  caUlognet,  etc 39i)4 

From  oommiMioiit  on  telepbone  statioiis 566.12 

From  tale  of  waile  paper 550j64 

From  paymoils  for  lost  books I.1l6i6l 

Inlerett  on  bank  depotili 67  J7 

Total $17,092.65 


ESTIMATES  FOR   1924-25. 

The  estimates  of  the  Trustees  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Li- 
brary for  the  coming  year,  forwarded  to  Your  Hcmor  in  budget 
form,  were  $903,614,  of  which  $629,421  is  for  personal  service 
and  $276,193  for  general  maintenance. 


ADDITIONS  TO  THE  LIBRARY. 

During  the  year  the  Library  has  added  62,166  volumes  by 
purchase  as  against  68,074  in  1 922.  Of  this  number  5 1 ,329 
were  placed  in  the  branches  as  against  55,31 1  in  1922;  and 
1 0,83  7  in  the  Central  Library  as  against  1 2, 1 4 1  in  1 922 ;  5  7,052 
were  bought  horn  the  City  appropriation  at  an  average  cost  of 
$1.35  per  volume,  and  4,032  from  Trust  Funds  income  at  an 
average  cost  of  $4. 1 4  per  volume. 

Tlie  total  expenditure  for  books  and  periodicals  was 
$109,405.29  as  against  $122,91 6.07  in  1922.  Of  this  amount 
$90,000  represents  the  expenditure  from  City  appropriation  as 
against  $100,000  in  1922,  and  $19,077.56  from  Trust  Funds 
income  as  against  $2 1 ,883.27  in  1 922.  The  cost  of  periodicals 
was  $9,351  as  against  $9,568  in  1922. 

CIRCULATION. 

The  total  circulation  of  books  for  home  use,  including  circu- 
lation through  schools  and  institutions  was  as  follows : 
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FioB  Central  Libriry,  including  Central  Library  books  istoed  diroush  ibe 

branches 576,997 

From  brancbes,  eicluding  boob  received  from  Central  Library      .  2345,664 

Total 2.922.861 


REPAIRS  AND  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Op  May  1 8,  1 923,  the  Trustees  were  granted  a  special  appro- 
priation of  $50,000  for  equipping  and  furnishing  the  Addition  to 
the  Central  Library  Building;  and  on  May  28,  a  contract  was 
authorized  with  the  library  Bureau  for  two  additional  tiers  of 
steel  stacks,  amounting  to  $32,998.  This  work  was  completed 
and  accepted  on  January  12,  1924.  Contracts  for  heating  and 
lifting  these  stacks  are  now  under  consideration. 

Other  improvements  and  repairs  include  a  new  ventilating  sys- 
tem  for  the  Lecture  Hall,  Central  Library,  at  a  cost  of  $4,164; 
the  replacement  of  certain  plumbing  at  the  Central  Library, 
$2,902;  new  electric  light  fixtures,  Speciaf  Libraries  Depart- 
ment, $683;  new  boiler  at  the  West  End  Branch,  $1,818; 
painting  at  the  Hyde  Park  Branch,  $954 ;  and  repairs  to  wall. 
West  End  Branch,  $698. 


BRANCHES. 

On  February  1 ,  1923,  the  Soudi  End  Branch  was  opened  for 
public  use  at  9  o'clock  a.m.  in  die  new  Municipal  Building  at 
the  comer  of  Shawmut  Avenue  and  West  Brookline  Street. 

On  April  13,  on  request  of  Your  Honor,  the  Board  had  a 
conference  with  the  School  Committee,  represented  by  Mr. 
Richard  J.  Lane,  Chairman,  and  Mr.  Jeremiah  E.  Burke,  Su- 
perintendent of  Schools,  relative  to  the  establishment  of  branch 
libraries  in  school  buildings.  A  tentative  plan  was  agreed  upon, 
to  be  worked  out  later  in  connection  with  the  erection  of  new 
school  buildings,  with  special  reference  to  districts  where  there 
are  at  present  inadequate  library  facilities. 

On  May  1 8,  the  Board  approved  a  change  in  the  title  of  read- 
ing room  to  that  of  branch;  and  a  grading  of  all  branches  as 
major  and  minor  branches. 
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BRANCH  FOR  BUSINESS  MEN. 


The  importance  of  the  establishment  of  a  business  men's 
branch  has  been  for  many  years  considered  by  the  Trustees  as 
an  imperative  step  which  the  Library  should  take.  The  ideal 
location  for  such  a  branch,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Trustees, 
would  be  in  the  new  Chamber  of  Commerce  Building.  If  up 
to  the  present  this  much  called  for  and  really  necessary  extension 
of  the  Boston  Public  Library  system  has  not  materialized,  it  is 
not  the  fault  of  the  Trustees.  All  that  is  required  is  the  selection 
of  a  place  for  such  a  branch  and  the  necessary  appropriation  by 
the  city  for  its  maintenance. 

Already  a  sister  city  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  has  taken 
this  step  with  other  cities,  and  quite  recently  the  city  of  Pitts- 
burgh, following  the  good  example,  has  appropriated  $10,000 
for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  a  down-town  branch 
of  the  Carnegie  Library.  The  Trustees  realize  that  the  cost  of 
^ace  for  the  project  in  the  business  center  of  the  city  is  almost 
prohibitive,  but  we  cannot  believe  that  the  civic  pride  of  Boston 
merchants  can  long  allow  such  a  fact  to  stand  in  the  way  of  its 
accomplishment. 

If  a  single  room  sufficiently  large  to  contain  selected  material 
of  particular  interest  to  persons  engaged  in  commercial  and 
technical  pursuits  were  secured,  it  would  not  be  long  before  its 
utility  and  necessity  would  become  so  apparent  that  more  ex- 
tensive quarters  would  be  demanded  as  a  necessity. 

While  the  number  of  books  kept  in  a  business  branch  must, 
owing  to  limits  of  space,  be  restricted,  still  a  direct  telephone  to 
the  Central  Library  and  a  daily  delivery  service  would  make  it 
possible  to  draw  freely  from  the  extensive  collection  of  reference 
works  at  the  main  L3>rary. 

GIFTS  AND  BEQUESTS. 

On  May  4,  a  check  for  $964.30  was  received  from  the  ad- 
ministrator of  the  estate  of  Sarah  E.  Pratt,  late  of  Bost(Ui,  on 
account  of  the  distribution  of  the  residue  of  said  estate,  and  was 
added  to  the  original  bequest  and  funded  as  the  "Sarah  E.  Pratt 
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Fund**  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  Dorchester  Branch. 

On  June  29  the  Trustees  received  a  check  from  the  estate  of 
Mary  EUzabeth  Stewart  in  the  amount  of  $3500.  in  final  settle- 
ment of  a  bequest  under  the  will  of  Miss  Stewart,  which  was 
funded  as  the  **Mary  Elizabeth  Stewart  Fund**  the  income  to 
be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  books  and  other  library  material. 

On  December  28  the  Trustees  received  notice  of  a  gift  to 
the  city  for  the  benefit  of  the  Mattapan  Branch,  in  the  sum  of 
$11,781.44;  which  was  funded  as  the  ^'Oakland  Hall  Trust 
Fund**,  the  income  to  be  applied  to  die  purchase  of  books  and 
other  library  material  for  die  Mattapan  Branch. 

Other  important  gifts  include  a  marble  bust  of  Henry  James, 
given  by  the  sculptor.  Captain  Francis  Derwent  Wood,  R.A. 
of  London,  England;  a  collection  of  219  volumes  of  French 
history  and  literature  of  French  writers  of  eminence,  given  by 
Mr.  Charles  F.  Lebon,  former  professor  of  French  in  the  Eji- 
glish  High  School ;  a  marble  statue  by  Larkin  Goldsmith  Mead 
called  "Echo**,  given  by  Mrs.  Henry  S.  Shaw  of  Milton  for  the 
West  End  Branch ;  an  oil  painting  by  Marcus  Waterman  called 
"Hayfields**  (July)  bequeathed  to  the  Library  by  his  brother 
William  C.  Waterman;  and  many  other  gifts  largely  of  single 
works,  which  are  partially  recounted  in  the  report  of  the  Director. 
The  Trustees  renew  the  hope  that  the  Library  may  be  the  con- 
tinued object  of  large  gifts  and  bequests.  It  is  from  such  sources 
that  the  institution  must  derive  the  more  valuable  additions  which 
give  to  it  a  high  and  permanent  rank. 

RETIREMENT  OF  MR.  OTTO  FLEISCHNER. 

During  the  year  the  Library  has  lost  the  services  of  many 
employees  on  account  of  the  Pension  Law,  among  them  Mr. 
Otto  Fleischner,  Assistant  Librarian.  At  the  meeting  of  the 
Board  held  on  December  14,  1923,  the  following  Resolution 
was  adopted  by  the  Trustees  and  ordered  spread  upon  the 
records : 

RESOLVED:  that  in  the  retirement  of  Otto  Fleisclmer  the  Public 
Library  of  the  City  of  Boston  has  been  deprived  of  the  services  of  a 
devoted  and  capable  official  who,  for  more  that  thirty  years,  contributed 
much  to  the  life  and  progress  of  the  institution.     Mr.  Fleischner  entered 
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\\\s  .iivKr  of  the  Library  on  November  23,  1891.  Soon  after  Ae  occo- 
IM1K4I  s^l  the  Copley  Square  buildin?  in  1895  be  was  chosen  to  organize 
ih\-  S^HX'ial  Libraries  Department  which  has  since  been  comlucted  along 
I  ho  liiK»«  he  inaugurated.  On  January  12.  1900,  Mr.  Fleischner  vm 
m\\mk^  to  die  position  of  Assistant  Librarian.  In  this  post  imcler  diree 
tkUi  vesaive  librarians,  he  labored  earnestly  and  indef atigably  in  die  serrice 
til  the  Library,  carrying  many  responsibilities  easily  and  effidcndy.  He 
\%M  withdrawn  from  the  Library  at  the  age  of  seventy,  still  full  of  energy 
ft  lid  zest  in  life.  The  Trustees  assure  to  Mr.  Fleischner  dieir  enduring 
cAteem  and  for  his  continuins  happiness  extend  their  hearty  good  wishes. 
RESOLVED:  diat  the  Board  of  Trustees  accord  to  him  the  freedom 
oi  the  alcoves  with  the  customary  privileges;  that  this  minute  be  placed 
u|K>n  the  records  and  that  a  copy  of  the  same  be  sent  to  Mr.  Fleischner. 


TABLE  OF  TRUST  FUNDS. 


A  detailed  statement  of  diese  funds,  and  die  income  therefrom, 
is  contained  in  die  report  of  die  City  Auditor,  but  a  condensed 
statement  of  tfaem  is  as  follows: 


FUND. 

Arti 


Ralrt     . 
Biftlow 
Hillmut . 
Ri^wdilcli 


1\hHimiii 

NUhKhi  Will)  . 
F«nl  ♦ 


AMOUNT.  BCSmcnONS  OF  GffT. 

$  IO.O00J00  For  the  parcKaK  of  Tsla^le  uid  rare  ecfibom  of 
die  wriluip.  cidier  ni  rtnt  or  pRMe,  of  Amerkaa 
awl  of  fomi  aaiioi*.  "lo  be  kaofwa  m  die  Loag- 
feHow  McBoiial  Conedm.** 

5O.O0OJ0O    To  Imt  Imb  of  pefMift  tsIk." 

1.000XX)     PvfduMe  of  books. 

IOO.000J00     For  die  pwcbMe  of  books. 

10.000.00  For  "die  pvckase  of  books  of  penMMBi  vahie  and 
avdioiilT  m  ■■difiliri  aad  MtrowMiy.'*  to  be 
added  lo  ne  BowiMco  VjollecooB. 

K000.00     UareslrktML 

19.543.14     Uaf«>liicle<L 

103.000.00  For  die  pvckaK  of  books  for  die  Me  of  die  yovag. 
ATaibUe  oaKr  ia  yean  wbca  die  Gtj  appropriatei 
for  die  ■iiil^iirr  ol  i*  Uxaiy  at  least  3%  of 
die  awMil  av«lable  for  dtparfwt  czpeoMs  from 

1000.00     For  die  parcbase  of  books. 
iaM.41     Fordie|wcbaKofboobi|MMil«KlKape«ardeBiB(. 
4.I40X^     For  die  paicbaKof  boob  aad  for  bindng  for  ibe 
.MmaETO 


2VO00OO     For  die 

<k000.00    U 


of 


of 


il  vabe  aad 


»1HM7.SS 
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Brought  forward 

$3H537.55 

FrankNn  Club 

1.000.00 

Green    . 

2.000.00 

Charlotte  Harris    • 

10.000.00 

Thomas  B.  Harris 

1.000.00 

Hyde     .         .         . 

3.632.40 

10.000.00 

Abbott  Lawrence  . 

10.000.00 

Edward  Lawrence . 

500jOO 

Lewis 

5.000.00 

Loring   . 

500.00 

Mead 
Oakland  Hall 

2.500.00 
11.781.44 

OReilly 

1.000.00 

Phillips . 

30.000.00 

Pierce    . 
Pratt 
Scholield 
Sewall   . 
Skinner  . 
South  Boston  . 
Mary  £.  Stewart  . 
Ticknor. 

5.000.00 

1.46430 

61.800i)0 

25.000.00 

51.732.14 

100.00 

3.500.00 

4.000.00 

Todd     .        .        . 

50.000.00 

Townsend 
Treadwell 
Tufts     .        .        . 
Twentieth  RegimenI 

4.000.00 

13.987.69 

10.131.77 

t         5.000.00 

Wales 

Alice  L.'  Whitney  ] 

5.000.00 
5.000.00 

James  L.  Whitney  . 
Wilson  . 

8.645J84 
LOOOXX) 

Total       . 

,    $698,813.13 

Books  of  permanent  value,  preferably  books  on 
government  and  political  economy. 

Books  relating  to  American  history. 

Books  for  Charlcstown  Branch,  published  before 
1850. 

For  benefit  of  the  Charlcstown  Branch. 

Unrestricted. 

For  the  purchase  of  books. 

Books  having  a  permanent  value. 

**To  hold  and  apply  the  income  and  so  much  of  the 
principal  as  they  [the  Trustees]  may  choose  to  the 
purchase  of  special  books  of  reference  to  be  kept 
and  used  only  at  the  Charlcstown  Branch  of  said 
Public  Library.** 

For  the  purchase  of  old  and  rare  books  to  be  added 
to  the  John  A.  Lewis  Library. 

Memorial  Fund,  from  the  income  of  which  books 
are  to  be  bought  for  the  West  End  Branch. 

Unrestricted. 

Books  and  library  material  for  die  Mattapan 
Branch. 

From  the  Papyrus  Club  for  the  purchase  of  books 
as  a  memorial  of  John  Boyle  O'Reilly. 

**To  the  maintenance  of  a  free  public  library.** 

''Purchase  of  books.** 

"Books  of  permanent  value  for  the  Bates  Hall.** 

For  the  benefit  of  the  Dorchester  Branch. 

To  be  used  for  books  of  permanent  value. 

For  the  purchase  of  books. 

Unrestricted. 

For  benefit  of  the  South  Boston  Branch. 

Unrestricted. 

Books  in  Spanish  and  Portuguese,  five  years  old  in 
some  one  edition. 

The  income  to  be  expended  annually  for  current 
newspapers  of  this  and  other  countries. 

Books  five  years  old  in  some  one  edition. 

Unrestricted. 

For  the  benefit  of  the  Charlestown  Branch. 

"For  the  purchase  of  books  of  a  military  and 
patriotic  character,  to  be  placed  in  the  alcove  appro- 
priated as  a  Memorial  of  the  Twentieth  Regiment.** 

For  the  purchase  of  books. 

For  the  benefit  of  sick  and  needy  employees  and 

the  purchase  of  books. 

For  books  and  manuscripts. 

For  the  purchase  of  books. 
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EXAMINING  COMMITTEE. 

The  Trustees  call  special  attention  to  the  report  of  the  Ex- 
amining Committee  which  is  appended  hereto  and  included,  as 
required  by  the  city  ordinance,  as  a  part  of  this  report  Many 
of  the  suggestions  and  recommendations  embodied  in  the  same 
have  the  sympathy  and  general  approval  of  the  Board.  Those 
who  served  as  members  of  the  Examining  Committee  for  the  fiscal 
year  are 

Rev.  William  J.  Barry  Miss  Heloise  E.  Hersey 

Mrs.  I.  Tucker  Burr  Mr.  Vincent  A.  Keenan 

Paul  F.  Butler,  M.D.  Hon.  Frank  Leveroni 

Mr.  Francis  M.  Carroll  Mrs.  Marguerite  J.  Martin 

Miss  Rosanna  M.  Dowd  William  Jason  Mixter.  M.D. 

Mrs.  Carl  Dreyfus  Harold  A.  Murphy,  M.D. 

Mr.  Henry  Gideon  Miss  Mary  Ranney 
Mr.  Edward  S.  Goulston 

CONCLUSION. 

Hie  Trustees  have  held  regular  semi-monthly  meetings  during 
the  year  except  during  the  summer  months,  for  die  transaction  of 
the  business  of  the  Department.  Tliey  feel  that  the  Library  ser- 
vice has  been  well  administered  during  the  year,  and  that  diis  is 
due  to  the  industry,  intelligence,  and  loyalty  with  which  the 
Director  and  the  employees  of  the  Library  have  performed  their 
respective  duties. 

Arthur  T.  Connolly, 
Louis  E.  Kirstein, 
Michael  J.  Murray. 
Guy  W.  Currier. 
William  A.  Gaston. 
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BALANCE  SHEET.  RECEIPTS  AND 
Dr. 

Central  Library  and  Branches: 
To  expenditures  for 

Permanent    employees    (exclusive    of    Printing    and 

Binding  Departments) $362,003.58 

Temporary  employees 123,206.51 

$485,212,09 

Service  other  than  personal 

Advertising 72.50 

G>ntract  work   (Printing  outside)     ....  164.65 

Postage U16.14 

Transportation  of  persons 223.76 

Cartage  and  freight 12,211.78 

Li^t   and   power 8,923.36 

Rent,  taxes  and  water 15,853j00 

Premium  on  surety  bond 22.50 

Communication 1,239.07 

Cleaning,   towels,   etc 1,128.43 

Removal  of  snow 28836 

Examinations 126.00 

Expert    and    architect 1,488.77 

Fees           . 11.10 

Extermination  of  insects 3.15 

Boiler  inspection 31.00 

General   plant   repairs 17,494.85 

60,496.42 

To  expenditures  for  equipment 

Furniture  and  fittings 3,16634 

Office 813.76 

Motorless  vehicles 180.00 

Tools  and  instruments 651.48 

Books: 

Gty  appropriation  ....         $80,193.% 

Trust  funds  income  .  18,951.40 

99.14536 

Newspapers: 

City  appropriation  .  1,160.63 

Todd  fund 1,61534 

2,775.97 

Periodicals 9,043.59 

General  plant  equipment 618.04 

,.         ,  ,.  116.3%.54 

To  expenditures  for  supplies 

Office 3,685.54 

Food  and  ice 349.59 

Fuel                 25.050.79 

Forage  and  animals 9.80 

Medical 18.54 

Laundry,  cleaning  and  toilet 1,108.16 

Agricultural 98.84 

Chemicals  and  disinfectants 58.00 

General  plant    .4 1,746.47 

32,125.73 

Corriw/  forward $694232.78 
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EXPENSES.  JANUARY  31.  1924. 


By  Qty  Appropiuation  1923-1924 

Income  from  Trust  fundi 

In(»me  from  James  L.  Whitney  bibliographic  account 
Interest  on  deposit  in  London         .... 


$779.935j0O 

24^5.83 

700.00 

131.69 


Cr. 


By  Balances  brought  forward  from  1923: 
Trust  funds  income.  City  Treasury 
Trust  funds  income  on  deposit  in  London 
City  appropriation  on  deposit  in  London 
lames  L.  Whitney  bibliographic  account 
Library  Building  Addition,  equipping  and  furnishing 


$804,972.52 


50.93427 
9,650.16 
4.565.72 
4.560.61 

50.000.00 


119.710.78 


Carried  forvtard 


$816,683.30 
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BALANCE  SHEET.  RECEIPTS  AND 


Dr. 

Brought  forward  . 

To  espraditurei  lor  material 
Bnilcfiaig  .  ,  ,  , 
Electric  .  .  .  . 
General  plant   . 


Special  items 

To  expenditures  from  Alice  M.  Whitney  Fund 
Pensions 


105.00 
I. 675.78 
2,767.00 


316.00 
777A7 


BiNMNG  Depaktment: 

Salenes 57,289.55 

Stock 4.475.18 

Equipment 9425 

CUuing 314.19 

Repain 43.40 

Light 4623 

Small  supplies 20.90 


PiUNTiNG  Departiient: 

Salaries 12.104.93 


Slock 


G>ntract  work 
Cleaning 
Repairs 
Light    . 
Small  supplies 


332234 
761.16 
203.47 
314.17 
152.74 
31.98 
14.48 


Special  Appropriation:  Library  Building  Addition 

~  and  furnishing 34.196.50 


To  Amount  paid  into  Cmr  Treasury: 
From  fines  •        •        .        .        . 
Sales  of  catalogues,  bulletins  and  lists 
Commission  on  telephone  stations  . 
Sale  of  waste  paper 
Payments  for  lost  books 
Interest  on  deposit 


To  Balance.  January  31, 1924: 

Trust  funds  income  on  deposit  in  London 
City  appropriation  on  dqx>sit  in  London 
Trust  funds  income  balance,  City  Treasury 
James  L.  Whitney  bibliographic  account 
Interest  on  deposit  in  London 


Balance  unexpended: 

General  appropriation 

Special  appropriation.  Library  BIdg.  Addition 


15.612.47 

39.04 

506.12 

550.64 

1,116.61 

67.77 


17,292.45 
4.166.35 

46.61 5J09 

5J160.61 

131.69 


21.653.51 
15.803.50 


$694232.78 


4.547.78 


1.093JB7 


62.28370 


17.405.47 


34,196.50 


17392.65 


73.466.19 


37.457J0I 


$942,575.95 
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EXPENSES.  JANUARY  31.  1924. 


Cr. 


Broaghi  farmard $816,68330 

By  RECEirra: 

From  fines  .               .       .  15.612.47 

Sales  of  catalogues,  bulletms  and  listo  ....  39.04 

Comraission  on  telephone  stations 506.12 

Sale  of  waste  paper 550.64 

Payments  for  lost  books 1,116.61 

Interest  on  deposit 67.77          _^^^^. 

^^  17.892.65 


•942.575.95 


REPORT  OF  THE  EXAMINING  COMMITTEE. 

To  THE  Trustees  of  the  Pubuc  Library  of  the 
City  of  Boston. 

Gentlemen: 

The  Examining  Committee  takes  pleasure  in  submitting  its 
report  for  the  year  ending  January  31.1 924. 

INTRODUCTION. 

In  order  to  examine  properly  the  various  functions  of  the 
Boston  Public  Library  as  it  is  now  (grating,  the  work  of  the 
Examining  Committee  was  divided  among  the  following  sub- 
committees : 

Branches. 

Administration  and  Finance. 

Books  and  Catalogues. 

Printing  and  Binding. 

Special  Libraries. 

Children's  Department  and  Work  with  Schools. 

These  sub-ccmunittees  have  worked  this  year,  as  in  the  past, 
with  the  exception  of  the  one  on  Branches.  This  committee  was 
considered  of  such  importance  diat  it  was  decided  to  have  all 
the  members  of  the  Elxamining  Committee  serve  on  it,  so  that 
as  many  visits  as  possible  might  be  made  to  the  branches;  and 
in  that  way  more  vital  and  constructive  suggestions  might  be 
received.  The  Committee  believes  this  change  is  more  than 
justified,  and  that  it  has  obtained  many  suggestions  for  the  good 
of  the  entire  branch  system. 

BRANCHES. 

The  Sub-Committee  on  Branches  comprises  this  year  all  the 
members  of  the  Examining  Committee,  and  is  accordingly  able 
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to  base  its  report  on  more  than  sixty  visits  to  the  various  branches. 
This  unusually  large  number  of  visits  marks  suitably  the  Seven- 
tieth Anniversary  of  the  appointment  of  this  historic  committee, 
—  "to  examine  the  Library  and  make  report  of  its  condition  to 
the  Trustees.**  The  hundreds  of  men  and  wcHnen  who  have 
served  as  Elxaminers  have  testified  again  and  again,  since  1 853, 
to  the  kindling  of  interest  and  faith  in  the  Library  which  has 
resulted  from  their  widened  knowledge  of  the  service  that  it 
renders  to  the  city.  We  acknowledge  once  more  this  year  that 
we  are  debtors  to  the  Library,  rather  than  the  Library  to  us,  in 
our  study  of  its  task  and  its  needs. 

The  G>mmittee  finds  thirty-one  branches  of  the  Library  in 
operaticMi.  Of  these,  nine  are  housed  in  buildings  owned  by 
the  Library;  nine  in  rooms  in  municipal  buildings;  and  thirteen 
in  buildings  or  rooms  leased  from  private  owners.  Not  one  of 
the  buildings  owned  by  the  Library  is  unsuitable  or  unattractive. 
But  the  conditions  of  many  of  the  other  buildings  are  a  blot  on 
the  good  name  of  the  Library.  The  first  recommendation  of 
the  Committee  is  that  the  Library  ^ould  be  given  larger  freedom 
in  the  municipal  buildings,  —  ^eedom,  namely,  to  keep  clean. 
At  present,  entrances  are  cluttered  and  dirty;  staircases  are  de- 
faced and  ill-lighted;  the  janitor's  service  to  the  branch  library 
is  in  many  cases  highly  unsatisfactory ;  yet  the  Library  authori- 
ties are  helpless  to  improve  conditions  becauses  these  matters  are 
under  the  care  of  a  separate  city  department.  The  branch  at 
City  Point  is  typical  of  these  poor  conditions.  That  at  Dor- 
chester is  wickedly  so.  Inadequate  rooms,  repairs  sadly  ne- 
glected, dirt  and  disorder  reigning  in  rooms  and  halls,  —  and  the 
Library  not  in  the  least  responsible  for  the  conditions.  The 
difficulty  can  be  remedied  by  the  amplication  of  one  of  the 
fundamental  principles  of  good  housekeeping  for  public  insti- 
tutions. The  Library  should  be  given  by  die  City  the  money 
to  do  its  own  cleaning,  when  housed  in  municipal  buildings. 
Divided  responsibility  is  sure  to  stand  for  dirt  and  disorder.  Let 
the  united  vote  of  the  Examining  Committee  persuade  the  City 
to  remedy  this  long-standmg  abuse.  The  standard  of  order  and 
beauty  held  by  the  Public  Library  may  well  be  above  the 
standards  of  other  municipal  departments.     Let  it  do  its  rightful 
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share  toward  lifting  the  others  up,  rather  than  submit  tamely 
to  being  dragged  down  to  the  lower  level. 

Of  the  thirteen  branches  occtq>ying  rooms  leased  from  private 
owners,  much  the  same  report  must  be  made.  Only  two  or 
three  of  them  are  what  they  ought  to  be.  Many  are  entirely 
unsuitable  in  their  plan.  A  square  rocxn  where  children  and 
adults  must  be  seated  near  together,  where  the  Librarian  has 
insufficient  desk  room,  where  books  in  the  busy  hours  must  be 
heaped  on  the  floor,  where  quiet  is  impossible,  —  all  these  bad 
features  have  to  be  accepted  as  a  matter  of  course  in  rented 
rooms.  In  many  places  the  Librarian  has  used  the  utmost 
ingenuity  in  making  the  best  of  inconveniences.  But  the  City 
should  certainly  lose  no  time  in  providing  better  quarters  at 
Roxbury,  Mt  Bowdoin,  Warren  Street,  Boylston  Station,  Jef- 
fries Point,  Orient  Heights,  Mattapan,  Roxbury  Crossing, 
Parker  Hill,  and  Andrew  Square. 

Another  evil  crying  for  redress,  is  the  impr<^r  lighting  of 
many  of  the  branches.  Mere  business  economy  would  dictate 
that  an  expert  on  lighting  should  be  employed  to  go  with  the 
Supervisor  through  the  thirty-one  branches  and  prescribe  for  the 
difficulties  which  he  will  find  in  85  per  cent  of  them.  It  is  actual 
cruelty  to  tempt  children  to  read  in  badly  lighted  rooms.  Even 
the  new  South  Elnd  Branch  suffers  from  the  lights  being  too  high, 
and  has  no  daylighU — ^an  almost  incredible  architectural  blunder 
for  the  housing  of  a  library.  The  Hyde  Park  Branch,  one  of 
the  best  branch  buildings,  has  poor  lighting  in  its  children*s  room. 
The  West  End  Branch,  —  famous  historic  building  that  it  is, 
visited  by  many  as  a  landmark  of  Old  Boston,  —  has  a  lighting 
system  most  inadequate,  the  lights  being  several  feet  too  hi^ 
and  of  too  small  lighting  power.  If  these  most  important  and 
modem  branches  must  be  judged  faulty  in  lighting,  what  can  we 
say  of  the  Mattapan,  East  Boston,  Orient  Heights,  Dorchester, 
and  Lower  Mills  Branches?  Every  adult  reader  is  needlessly 
annoyed  by  being  compelled  to  work  in  semi-darkness,  and 
every  child  is  cruelly  exposed  to  severe  eye-strain  which  may 
involve  impaired  vision  all  through  life.  The  City  should  give 
the  Library  a  sum  of  money  to  employ  an  expert,  and  he  should 
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have  power  to  advise  and  install  excellent  electric  lighting  m 
every  room  belonging  to  the  Boston  Public  library. 

The  brandies  show  this  year,  to  those  of  the  Committee  who 
have  previously  visited  them,  an  encouraging  improvement  in 
esprit  de  corps  among  the  employees,  and  an  increased  ability 
to  render  a  hi(^  grade  of  community  service. 

The  visitors  of  the  Committee  report  various  details  which 
require  attention;  but  all  such  matters  are  reported  to  the  Di- 
rector and  to  the  Supervisor  of  Branches,  and  are  dealt  with  as 
promptly  as  possible.  The  one  insuperable  obstacle  to  inunediate 
improvement  is  the  size  of  the  appropriations  given  to  the  Library 
by  the  City.  Some  of  the  suggestions  made  by  the  visitors  hardly 
bear  further  postponement;  for  example,  a  change  of  location  of 
telephone  at  the  West  End  Branch,  a  counter  desk  at  the  Tyler 
Street  Branch,  and  new  window  shades  at  Upham*s  Comer. 
It  is  not  wise  public  policy  to  reduce  expenditure  for  such  repairs 
below  the  figures  given  in  the  Library  budget 

But  this  year  the  Sub-Committee  on  Branches  wishes  to  throw 
special  emphasis  in  its  report  on  just  three  matters.  The  first  is 
that  of  improvement  in  cleanliness  and  in  the  kee[Mng  up  of 
repairs,  by  making  it  possible  for  the  branches  in  municipal  build- 
ings, and  so  far  as  possible  in  rented  quarters,  to  be  themselves 
respcmsible  for  cleaning,  painting,  etc  The  second  is  the  prob- 
lem of  proper  lighting  of  all  rooms  where  reading  is  done.  The 
third,  and  most  important,  is  the  old  cry,  —  **Books,  books,  and 
yet  more  books!"  The  real  test  of  the  work  of  a  great  public 
library  is  the  figures  which  tell  of  the  growth  in  circulation.  It 
is  difficult  to  compile  enlightening  statistics  as  to  the  use  of  books 
in  the  library  buildings.  A  great  many  books  may  be  called 
for  which  are  little  used.  On  the  other  hand,  with  open  shelves, 
large  numbers  of  books  are  used  of  which  no  record  is  kept. 
But  the  circulation  is  a  tolerably  reliable  measure  of  the  use  of 
the  library.  During  the  past  five  years  the  branch  circulation 
has  increased  more  than  47  per  cent 

For  the  year  1918  it  was  1,755,100 
For  the  year  1923  it  was  2,594.033 

This  is  an  extraordinary  record.     But  it  must  give  us  pause  when 
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we  discover  that  the  amount  of  money  allotted  to  the  thirty-ooe 
branches  last  year  for  the  purchase  of  new  books  and  the  r&- 
placing  of  old  ones  was  only  $66,500.  In  purchasing  power 
this  is  equal,  perhaps,  to  40,000  volumes,  and  must  suffice  for 
all  branch  replacements,  new  boc^s,  and  deposits,  a  number 
wholly  inadequate  to  meet  the  fast-growing  demands  of  the 
public.  It  is  only  as  we  ponder  on  these  figures  that  we  begin 
to  realize  what  is  the  responsibility  of  the  City  of  Bostcm,  —  to 
meet  a  hunger  of  the  mind  as  keen  as  any  hunger  of  the  body,  — 
to  guard  against  a  starvation  more  Utter  and  perhaps  more 
dangerous  that  that  following  a  famine. 

If  every  one  of  the  City  authorities  could  pass  an  hour  in  the 
North  End  Branch  (where  the  circulation  for  the  year  was 
107,329),  or  in  die  East  Boston  Branch  (with  its  circulation  for 
the  year  of  125,968),  or  in  the  South  Bostcm  Branch  (with  its 
circulation  for  the  year  of  139,1 73),  or  in  the  West  Elnd  Branch 
(with  its  circulation  for  the  year  of  154,267),  the  appropriating 
authorities  might  well  be  inclined  to  double  the  amount  of  money 
for  the  purchase  of  books,  instead  of  reducing  the  sum. 

The  call  for  "easy  reading'*  for  our  litde,  foreign-bora  chil- 
dren is  a  loud  one.  So  is  the  call  for  books  in  foreign  languages, 
with  English  translation.  So  is  the  call  for  all  sorts  of  books 
supplementary  to  the  work  of  the  schools.  Meantime,  the  great 
tradition  of  die  past  bids  us  not  to  forget  that  hi^  scholarship 
has  not  asked  in  vain  the  help  of  die  Boston  Public  Library. 
Learning  does  not  stand  still.  We  cannot  live  on  the  r^utation 
of  our  noble  "Special  Collections.**  By  our  loyalty  to  those 
whose  "plain  living  and  high  thinking**  put  us  in  possession  of  our 
treasures,  we  are  bound  not  to  withhold  our  gifts  for  to-day*s 
needs  of  the  great  scholars.  The  Public  Library  ou^t  to  find 
mention  in  the  will  of  every  man  and  woman  who  loves  books 
and  loves  our  City.  But  when  bequests  are  few  and  far  between, 
the  demand  for  service  must  be  met  each  year.  "Books,  books 
and  yet  more  books!**  The  cry  comes  from  the  scholar  v^ose 
learning  without  the  great  books  must  go  unfed.  It  comes  even  as 
loudly  from  the  little  child,  who,  in  diis  country,  may  in  his  turn 
become  a  famous  scholar  or  a  great  bventor,  —  and  who,  like 
the  scholar,  starves  wtdiout  die  prmted  page.    For  moi,  w<Mnen, 
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and  children,  Carlyle*s  true  words  gain  emphasis  witfi  the  pacing 
years,  —  **In  books  lies  the  soul  of  the  whole  Past  Time ;  the 
true  University  of  these  days  is  a  Collection  of  Books.** 

ADMINISTRATION  AND  FINANCE. 

Under  the  guidance  of  its  Board  of  Trustees,  with  the  aid  of 
the  Director  and  his  co-workers,  the  usefulness  of  the  Boston 
Public  Library  to  the  conununity  continues  to  be  enlarged  in 
many  directions.  Tliis  widening  of  the  demand  for  its  service  is 
likely  to  go  on  indefinitely,  as  a  result  of  the  modem  methods  of 
publicity  m  making  its  facilities  known.  But  an  increased  de- 
mand means  both  more  books  and  more  work  in  handling  them. 
The  institution  combines  the  function  of  a  scholarly  reference 
library,  called  upon  to  meet  the  needs  of  a  constituency  of  some 
40,000  students,  widi  those  of  a  lending  library  seeking  to  supply 
the  demand  of  a  population  of  over  750,000  for  contemporary 
fiction  and  p<^ular  non-fiction.  The  effort  required  to  meet  both 
these  needs  is  a  severe  one,  which  taxes  to  the  utmost  both  the 
strength  of  the  Library  Staff  and  the  available  financial  resources. 

Books  to  meet  the  demand  for  popular  consumption  may  per- 
haps be  furnished  from  the  City  appropriation;  but  larger  perma- 
nent funds  must  be  provided  if  the  store  of  works  for  the  use  of 
scholars  is  to  be  kept  up  to  the  point  where  it  meets  the  expecta- 
tions of  the  students  who  are  drawn  to  Boston  in  large  numbers 
by  the  fame  of  the  Library's  collections.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
public-spirited  citizens  will  strengthen  by  endowment  the  re- 
sources of  the  Library,  already  built  up  to  such  an  extent  by  the 
far-sifi^ted  generosity  of  its  benefactors  in  the  past. 

The  increase  of  labor  involved  in  the  growing  use  of  the  Li- 
brary may  be  met  in  one  of  two  ways :  by  enlarging  the  staff  or 
by  laying  a  heavier  burden  upon  diose  now  employed.  It  appears 
that  in  general  the  Library  has  been  forced  to  the  second  of 
these  courses.  During  the  past  five  years,  the  circulation  of  books 
has  groiwn  33^  per  cent,  while  the  number  of  employees 
has  increased  only  13^/^  per  cent.  The  Ccmunittee  desires  to 
commend  the  loyalty  of  the  Library  staff,  who  have  done  their 
full  share  in  helping  the  work  of  the  institution  to  grow  without 
undue  demands  upon  the  City*s  purse. 
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The  Committee  is  pleased  to  state  that  during  the  past  year 
many  of  the  reconmiendations  in  the  report  submitted  a  year  ago 
have  been  carried  into  effect,  and  others  are  in  process  of  adoption 

One  of  the  problems  confronting  the  Director  at  the  main  li- 
brary is  that  of  providing  additional  space  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  new  departmoits  and  of  departments  that  should  be  en- 
larged. The  Teachers*  Room  is  inadequate  for  its  purpose: 
so  is  the  Children's  Room.  More  (^n  shelf  rocnn  is  necessary. 
If  increased  space  is  to  be  provided,  it  must  be  gained  either  by 
adding  at  least  two  floors  to  the  Annex  at  a  heavy  expense,  or 
by  utilizing  for  the  service  of  the  public  the  area  now  devoted  to 
printing  and  binding.  We  recommend  that  the  Trustees  and 
Director  consider  the  possibility  of  removing  the  printing  and 
binding  departments  to  some  other  location,  thus  releasing  for 
other  purposes  the  space  now  employed  in  handling  that  me- 
chanical work.  If  this  is  not  feasible,  we  suggest  that  the  work 
of  printing  and  binding  be  done  outside  the  Library  at  the  City 
Printing  Plant,  or  elsewhere. 

In  addition  to  the  needs  of  the  Children's  Room  and  the 
Teachers*  Room,  the  Periodical  and  Newspaper  Rooms,  both 
very  widely  used,  deserve  and  require  better  facilities.  Here 
modem  equipment  is  necessary,  including  new  racks  for  the 
periodicals  and  newspapers.  Such  improvements  we  believe 
will  be  economies  in  the  end.  Without  presuming  to  pass  judg- 
ment upon  mechanical  devices  off-hand,  it  appears  to  us  that  the 
carrying  system  is  out  of  date,  and  that  it  might  well  be  replaced, 
if  funds  can  be  made  available  for  the  purpose. 

BOOKS  AND  CATALOGUES. 

The  most  important  duty  of  a  library  is  unquestionably  to 
supply  books  to  the  public.  However  well-'Organized  are  the 
other  activities,  the  conduct  of  the  branches,  the  perfection  of 
the  catalogue  and  delivery  systems,  the  work  connected  widi  the 
public  schools,  etc.,  —  all  these  are  futile  if  the  library  cannot 
fulfill  its  fundamental  purpose  and  offer  books  in  plenty.  And 
this  requires  money.  In  1922  the  appropriation  from  the  City 
for  the  purchase  of  books  was  $1 00,000.  Last  year  this  amount 
was  cut  to  $90,000.    Out  of  this  sum  must  be  purchased : 
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(1)  All  books  for  the  thirty-one  branches  and  the  branch 
deposit  collection  which  supplies  reading  matter  to  the  289  odier 
agencies. 

(2)  All  the  circulating  books  for  the  Central  Library. 

(3)  All  the  periodicals  (costing  nearly  $10,000  yearly). 

(4)  Some  of  the  newspapers  (since  the  increased  cost  of 
these  has  made  the  established  new^aper  fund  inadequate). 

(5)  All  photografJis  and  lantern  slides. 

(6)  All  books  to  replace  worn-out  volumes. 

When  we  remember  the  advance  in  price  of  popular  fiction 
alone  and  realize  that  thirty  to  forty  of  each  of  the  much-called- 
for  novels  must  be  bought,  it  is  easy  to  see  how  rapidly  the 
money  is  used.  While  the  several  trust  funds  help  out  con- 
siderably, many  of  these  are  limited  in  their  use  and  in  general 
should  be  left  free  for  the  purchase  of  expensive  rare  volumes 
and  reference  books. 

This  Gxnmittee  recommends  that  in  future  the  City  of  Boston 
should  appropriate  annually  a  sum  large  enough  to  take  care  of 
all  books  needed  for  circulation  both  at  the  Central  Library  and 
at  the  branches. 

PRINTING  AND  BINDING. 

This  Department  appears  to  be  efficiently  managed  and  the 
quality  of  the  production  is  excellent.  Apparently  the  only 
need  of  the  Department,  and  that  is  not  a  pressing  one,  is  the 
exchange  of  the  old  linotype  madiine  for  a  more  modem  type. 

The  policy  of  an  appropriation  per  annum  for  the  purchase 
of  matrices  appears  to  be  a  wise  one  and  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee  should  be  continued. 

This  Committee  repeats  the  recommendation  of  die  former 
Committee  that  a  so-called  over-sewing  or  stitching  machine 
should  be  purchased  by  the  City  at  a  cost  of  approximately  Four 
Thousand  ($4,000.00)  dollars.  At  the  present  time  there  are 
vacancies  caused  by  resignations  which  need  not  be  filled  in  the 
event  that  such  machine  is  purchased.  The  saving  of  the  salaries 
for  these  positions  will  amount  in  one  year  to  very  nearly  the  cost 
of  the  machine.    For  the  branch  libraries  thirty  thousand  volumes 
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are  rebound  each  year,  and  for  this  work  such  a  machine  would 
be  available  at  a  saving  of  six  cents  per  volume.  There  seems 
to  be  no  valid  economic  reason  why  this  machine  should  not  be 
installed. 

The  reinforcement  of  books  put  into  effect  during  the  past  two 
years  has  added  greatly  to  the  life  of  the  volume  and  must 
represent  a  great  saving  to  the  Library. 

The  Department  appears  to  be  well  organized  and  is  in 
comfortable  quarters. 

In  connection  with  these  two  Dq>artments  there  is  a  grave 
question  as  to  whether  or  not  they  should  be  continued  as  an 
integral  part  of  the  Library.  This  Conmiittee  does  not  purpose 
to  pass  upon  this  question,  but  believes  it  should  have  the  thorough 
consideration  of  the  Trustees. 

SPECIAL  LIBRARIES. 

The  Committee  on  Special  Libraries  recommends  that  the 
tables  and  cabinets  in  the  West  Gallery  be  rearranged ;  that  two 
more  alcoves  of  the  Special  Libraries*  Reading  Room  be  opened 
for  the  accommodati(Hi  of  an  enlarged  open  shelf  collection  and 
that  the  open  shelf  architecture  collection  now  located  in  alcove 
1 4  of  the  West  Gallery  be  moved  into  the  new  alcoves.  It  also 
recommends  that  the  school  picture  work  be  removed  from  the 
Special  Libraries  catalogue  and  delivery  room  to  some  less  public 
spot ;  that  fecial  cases  be  provided  for  the  more  expensive  prints, 
especially  the  Medici  prints;  that  the  ventilation  of  the  Music 
Library  be  improved  and  that  all  music  books  be  collected  in 
one  ro<Mn. 

children's  department  and  work  with  schools. 

The  Library  is  doing  noteworthy  work  in  the  cause  of  Ameri- 
canization, and  for  this  reason  the  branches  should  be  near  the 
center  of  foreign  population.  The  visits  of  the  Librarians  to  the 
various  evening  schools  are  acquainting  many  immigrants  with 
the  work  of  the  Public  Library.  In  this  connection  there  is  a 
great  demand  for  books  printed  in  both  English  and  a  foreign 
language.     The  story  telling  for  adults  and  children  is  an  im- 
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portant  factor  in  this  work.  This  Committee  hopes  to  see  this 
activity  further  extended  in  its  usefuhiess  to  both  foreign  and 
native  bom. 

It  is  suggested  that  the  schools  give  instructions  in  the  use  of 
the  catalogue.  A  great  saving  of  time  and  energy  would  be 
effected  if  the  teachers  gave  more  definite  instructions  as  to  the 
IxxJls  and  subjects  which  the  pupils  are  required  to  look  up. 
This  Committee  recommends  that  Librarians  make  more  frequent 
visits  to  the  schools  and  give  more  talks  on  the  use  of  the  Library, 
to  be  followed  by  class  visits  to  the  Library,  where  the  class  may 
have  a  lesson  on  the  handling  of  books  and  the  use  of  the  Li- 
brary. It  is  further  recommended  that  the  schools  take  advantage 
of  the  Librarians*  offer  to  speak  at  Teachers*  meetings,  thus 
revealing  the  resources  of  the  Library  to  the  teachers.  The 
annual  observance  of  Library  Day  in  the  schools  would  serve 
to  arouse  prefer  appreciation  and  interest  in  the  Library,  one  of 
the  greatest  and  most  important  of  the  City  institutions.  Every 
visit  of  a  Library  employee  to  a  school  serves  to  emphasize  the 
helpful  ^irit  and  unselfish  devotion  of  the  employees  in  their 
effort  to  introduce  the  book  to  the  child. 

AFFILIATION  BETWEEN  THE  UBRARIES  OF  GREATER  BOSTON. 

The  General  Committee  wishes  to  call  to  the  attention  of  the 
Library  employees  the  opportunities  for  advancement  contained 
in  the  following  statement ;  and  to  the  general  public  the  articu- 
lation between  the  Boston  Public  Library  and  all  other  libraries 
in  the  State. 

Through  the  interlibrary  loan  system  the  Boston  Public  Li- 
brary is  constantly  serving  other  libraries  of  the  Boston  district 
by  lending  books  at  their  request  for  the  use  of  residents  of  the 
various  towns  and  cities  surrounding  Boston.  The  Library  also 
cooperates  in  this  way  with  the  Athenaeum  and  the  State  Li- 
brary, and  the  various  college  and  university  libraries  of  the 
region.  These  libraries  are  all  glad  to  lend  die  Boston  Public 
Library  books  in  the  same  way  for  the  use  of  Boston  readers, 
and  books  are  frequently  borrowed  from  the  Harvard  University 
libraries. 
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Through  the  Special  Libraries  Association,  an  organization 
made  up  of  employees  of  all  the  libraries,  both  public  and 
private,  in  the  Boston  district,  the  personnel  of  the  Boston  Public 
Library  is  brought  into  intimate  relations  with  the  other  librarians 
of  Greater  Boston.  The  Library  participates  in  all  the  work 
of  the  Association  and  there  is  a  close  cooperation  between  this 
Library  and  all  the  others  which  are  represented  in  its  member- 
ship. 

Announcements  of  all  courses  oifered  by  the  Library  to  its 
employees  are  sent  to  the  other  public  libraries  of  the  Boston 
district  and  the  employees  of  many  of  diese  libraries  have  taken 
advantage  of  the  (q>portunities  thus  opened. 

The  Library  is  more  and  more  regarded  as  a  centre  of  leader- 
ship by  the  libraries  of  Greater  Boston  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that 
it  is  sure  to  take  a  prominent  and  helpful  part  in  every  activity 
aimed  at  the  extension  of  library  service  in  Eastern  Massachusetts. 

INSTRUCTION  OFFERED  TO  EMPLOYEES  OF  THE 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY  OF  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

In  the  year  1919,  Simmons  College  opened  its  courses  in  the 
academic  and  Library  School  departments,  free  of  tuition  charge, 
to  members  of  the  Library  staff  recommended  by  the  Director  of 
the  Library.  The  courses  in  the  College  of  Business  Administra- 
tion of  Boston  University  have  been  similarly  opened,  and  about 
thirty  members  of  the  Library  staff  have  since  taken  one  or  more 
courses  in  these  institutions. 

In  1 9 1 9-20  instructors  in  the  Sinmions  College  Library  School 
gave  in  the  Library  a  course  on  ''Aims  and  Methods  in  Library 
Work,**  which  was  taken  by  thirty-five  members  of  the  staff. 
This  was  followed,  in  1920-21,  by  a  course  in  "Reference 
Work,**  under  the  instruction  of  Miss  Donnelly,  E)irector  of  the 
Sinmions  College  Library  School,  which  was  taken  by  fifteen 
members  of  the  staff.  In  1 91 9-20  Miss  Jordan  offered  a  course 
in  "Children*s  Work**  in  which  some  thirty  members  of  the  staff 
were  enrolled. 

In  1920  the  Library  offered  to  its  employees  a  course  of 
twenty-five  lectures  on  the  organization  and  resources  of  the 
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Boston  Public  Library  system.  The  talks  were  given  by  the 
chiefs  of  the  various  departments  and  the  Director.  The  last 
lecture  was  on  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission  of  the 
Commonwealdi  and  its  work.  At  the  close  of  the  course  an 
examination  was  held.  It  was  the  general  feeling  that  the  course 
was  eminently  worth  while,  as  it  gave  a  broadened  outlook  on 
the  work  of  the  institution.  It  is  hoped  to  repeat  the  course  with 
some  modifications  another  year. 

In  the  year  1922  there  was  given  a  series  of  informal  talks 
and  conferences  by  the  heads  of  libraries  outside  Boston,  which 
proved  very  stimulating  to  the  younger  members  of  the  Staff. 
In  the  following  year  a  course  in  "Elementary  Reference  Work" 
was  given  by  members  of  the  staff  to  two  sections  of  the  younger 
employees;  a  syllabus  was  prepared  for  each  lecture  and  there 
was  an  examination  at  the  end  of  the  course.  About  thirty-five 
members  of  the  staff  were  enrolled  in  the  course.  In  the  present 
year  two  courses  are  being  offered  by  members  of  the  staff,  one 
in  "Advanced  Reference  Work"  and  one  in  "Children's  Work" ; 
about  fifteen  persons  are  enrolled  in  each  of  these  courses. 

In  the  past  three  years,  by  an  arrangement  with  the  University 
Elxtension  Division  of  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Edu- 
cation, weekly  lecture  courses  in  literature  arranged  especially 
for  library  assistants,  have  been  given  in  the  Lecture  Hall  of  the 
Library  by  Professor  Robert  E.  Rogers  of  the  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology.  These  lectures  have  proved  exceed- 
ingly valuable  both  to  employees  of  the  Boston  Public  Library 
and  to  those  of  other  libraries  who  have  attended  the  courses  in 
large  number.  In  the  course  on  "English  Literature"  given  in 
1922,  fifty-five  members  of  Library  staff  were  enrolled;  in  that 
on  "American  Literature"  in  1922-23,  fifty  of  the  staff  en- 
rolled. The  course  in  "Modem  Continental  Literature"  given 
during  the  present  season,  which  makes  a  scHnewhat  narrower 
ai^)eaK  is  being  taken  by  thiity-four  Library  assistants  and 
twenty-eight  employees  of  other  libraries. 

An  innovation  is  being  tried,  that  promises  great  success,  in 
the  offering  of  a  course  in  Italian  given  weekly  by  Miss  Eleanor 
M.  Colleton  of  the  Hancock  School.  It  is  hoped  that  this  course 
will  enable  many  of  the  thirty  employees  who  are  taking  it  to 
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qualify  for  the  Library  examinations  in  modem  language. 

On  the  whole,  the  Library  is  making  progress  in  the  adapta- 
tion of  mstruction  to  the  needs  of  its  employees  and  in  interesting 
those  employees  in  fitting  themselves  for  a  higher  type  of  Library 
service. 

The  Committee  heartily  commends  these  efforts,  and  hopes 
the  assistants  will  avail  diemselves  of  the  opportunities  in  increas- 
ing numbers.  The  profession  of  die  Librarian  is  one  in  which 
when  one  stops  learning  one  begins  to  forget  Only  by  a 
constantly  refreshed  and  stimulated  interest,  both  in  books  and 
in  people,  caii  the  Library  successfully  make  its  promotions  from 
its  own  ranks,  and  at  the  same  time  keep  abreast  of  modem 
scholarship,  both  in  literature  and  in  education.  The  Librarian 
should  be  the  strong  link  between  the  book  —  the  best  thought 
of  the  best  mind,  —  and  the  man,  the  mler  of  himself  and  of 
his  country  in  a  tme  democracy. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

1 .  That  the  increased  demand  for  books  be  met. 

2.  That  the  question  of  obtaining  more  space  for  new  depart- 
ments be  considered. 

3.  Tliat  the  feasibility  of  the  suggested  plan  of  segregating  the 
printing  and  binding  departments  from  the  main  plant  be 
debated. 

4.  TTiat  larger  appropriations  and  larger  permanent  endowment 
funds  be  sought. 

5.  That  the  old  linotype  machines  be  exchanged  for  more 
modem  ones. 

6.  TTiat  larger  freedom  in  overseeing  the  cleaning  of  libraries 
housed  in  municipal  buildings  be  granted. 

7.  That  the  lighting  throughout  the  whole  library  system  be 
improved. 

8.  That  the  salaries  of  heads  of  departments  be  raised  to  equal 
at  least  those  given  by  other  cities  containing  equally  large 
libraries. 

9.  That  the  opening  of  a  business  men's  library  be  accomplished 
as  soon  as  possible.     This  has  been  suggested  several  times 
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by  previous  committees,  and  this  Committee  hopes  the  repeti- 
tion of  the  demand  will  emphasize  the  importance  of  the 
request. 

CONCLUSION. 

Tlie  Committee  wishes  to  express  its  thanks  to  the  Director 
and  employees  of  the  Library,  with  whom  the  members  of  the 
C<xnmittee  have  had  many  cordial  conferences,  as  a  result  of 
which  this  report  has  been  made  possible. 

Adopted  as  the  Report  of  the  Elxamining  Conunittee,  January 
28.  1924. 


REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTOR. 
To  THE  Board  of  Trustees  : 

I  respectfully  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  January 
31.  1924. 

ACCESSION  AND  CIRCULATION  OF  BOOKS. 

A  gain  of  153,877  in  the  home  circulation  of  books  during 
the  year  is  a  matter  for  satisfaction.  The  total  circulation  was 
2,922,861  volumes,  compared  with  2,768,984  for  the  year 
previous.  Some  interesting  facts  are  brought  to  light  by  the 
study  of  these  figures.  The  branch  circulation,  exclusive  of 
'"deposits**  of  books  sent  to  schools  and  institutions,  shows  a 
gain  of  1 50,074  volumes  and  the  Central  Library  a  loss  in  direct 
h<Hne  use  of  1 6, 1 42  volumes.  There  was  an  increase  of  23,762 
volumes  in  the  number  of  books  sent  from  the  Central  Library 
and  branches  to  schools  and  institutions.  The  loss  in  circula- 
tion from  the  Central  Library  would  seem  to  be  in  line  with 
similar  losses  in  circulation  reported  by  many  of  the  large  libraries 
of  the  country.  In  Boston  it  is  believed  to  be  insignificant. 
Certainly  the  saturation  point  of  bodes  available  for  circulation 
from  the  Library  system  has  not  been  reached,  as  it  is  estimated 
that  a  borrower  fails  six  or  eight  times  out  of  every  ten  that 
he  tries  to  procure  from  the  Library  or  its  branches  any  modem 
popular  book,  fiction  or  non-ficti(Hi.  Such  books  are  always  out, 
and  the  book  appropriation  does  not  permit  the  purchase  of 
additional  copies  to  any  extent  A  circulation  of  nearly  three 
million  is  creditable,  but  if  Acre  were  more  books,  more  branches 
in  those  sections  of  the  city  at  present  unprovided  for,  more 
assistants,  competently  trained,  throughout  the  system,  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that  within  a  very  short  time  the  present 
circulation  could  be  doubled. 
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The  City  appropriation  for  books  for  1 92 1  -22  and  1 922-23 
was  $100,000  each  year  and  the  accessions  for  those  years 
were  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  Public  Library.  For  the 
year  1 923-24  the  allowance  for  books  was  cut  to  $90,000,  and 
after  setting  aside  the  sums  necessary  for  periodicals  and  news- 
papers, the  money  available  for  books  for  the  Central  Library 
and  its  branches  was  15  per  cent  less  than  for  1922-23.  This 
has  resulted  in  a  decreased  number  of  accessions,  over  6,000  less 
than  last  year,  and  has  thrown  on  the  limited  Trust  Funds  the 
burden  of  purchasing  many  current  books  for  circulation  which 
are  customarily  bought  from  the  City  appropriaticm. 

The  total  accessipns  for  the  year  were  75,534  volumes,  of 
which  62,166  were  acquired  by  purchase;  1 1,134  by  gift  ("ac- 
cessioned** and  catalogued)  ;  1,959  by  binding  periodicals;  135 
by  binding  newspapers;  44  by  exchange;  and  %  through  the 
American  Statistical  Association.  The  purchases  were  dis- 
tributed as  follows:  branches,  5 1 ,329  volumes,  including  5,685 
for  the  Deposit  Collection;  Central  Library,  10,837  volumes, 
including  4,032  volumes  bought  with  Trust  Funds. 

The  book  expenditures  for  the  year  total  $109,405.29,  of 
which  $90,000  represents  the  money  appropriated  by  the  City, 
$327.73  that  drawn  from  funds  on  deposit  in  London,  and 
$19,077.56  the  income  derived  from  Trust  Funds. 

Further  analysis  shows  that  $79,794.59  (City  ai^ropriation) 
was  spent  for  books,  of  which  $67,064  went  for  branch  books; 
that  $9,351.59  was  spent  for  periodicals,  of  which  $3,457.09 
was  for  branches,  and  $5,894.50  for  the  Central  Library;  and 
that  die  Trust  Fund  expenditures  include  $1 6,698. 1 7  for  books, 
$344.20  for  lantern  slides,  $4 1 9.85  for  jJiotographs,  as  well  as 
$1,615.34  for  newspapers.  Altogether,  the  Library  spent  for 
books  $%,492.76.  against  $110,450.35  in  1922-23. 

Of  the  sum  spent  for  bodes,  the  amount  expended  for  new 
'fiction  was  $1 1 ,090.79  for  7,273  volumes,  ccmiprising  468  titles, 
of  which  4,591  were  assigned  to  branches,  1 ,680  to  the  Branch 
Deposit  Collection,  and  1,002  to  the  Central  Library.  The 
books  bought  for  branches  form  the  major  part  of  the  increase 
for  the  year  and  for  them  the  major  part  of  the  book  appropria- 
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tion  was  expended.  The  ratio  was  80  per  cent  of  all  books 
ix>ught,  and  84  per  cent  of  the  total  expenditure.  From  year 
to  year  these  books  do  not  vary  greatly  in  character.  They  com- 
prise the  current  popular  fiction  and  ncm-fiction*  children's  books, 
reference  books  and  replacement  copies  of  books  worn  out  But 
upon  these  books  depend  chiefly  die  growth  and  popular  service 
oJF  the  Library  System  as  expressed  in  circulation,  and  any  de- 
crease in  book  purchases  reacts  unfavorably  on  this  gauge  by 
which  libraries  are  wont  to  measure  their  effectiveness. 

With  lessened  resources  the  buying  was  concentrated  on  chil- 
dren's books,  those  of  lower  cost,  and  31,700  volumes  for 
younger  readers  were  placed  in  branches  and  2,000  in  the 
Central  Library.  The  purchase  of  many  desirable  books  of 
reference  had  to  be  deferred.  That  they  were  needed  is  pediaps 
evident  from  the  fact  that  the  only  edition  of  the  Encyclopaedia 
Britannica  possessed  by  one  of  the  branches  is  that  of  1 880. 

The  closing  months  of  the  financial  year  present  many  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  keeping  up  an  uninterrupted  suf^ly  of 
books  for  the  branches  and  the  Deposit  Collection.  Since  the 
budget  allowance  cannot  be  exceeded  nor  bills  be  carried  over 
to  the  next  fiscal  year,  the  ordering  of  books  in  large  numbers 
has  practically  to  be  suq>ended  during  January.  Books  bought 
at  that  time  are  mainly  those  w^ich  can  be  charged  to  Trust 
Funds  for  the  Central  Library.  There  is  greatly  needed  a 
book  fund  available  for  branch  books  and  independent  of  the 
current  appropriation,  which  may  be  used  during  this  annual 
period  in  which  orders  now  have  to  be  curtailed. 

The  Central  Library  is  fortunate  in  having  on  its  staff  numer- 
ous experts  in  special  fields  of  knowledge ;  and  a  continuous  flow 
of  recommendations  from  them,  combined  with  the  steady  in- 
flux of  books  submitted  on  approval,  insures  the  receipt  of  the 
important  current  literature  of  general  interest  issued  in  diis 
country  and  abroad.  The  acquisition  of  the  exceptional  book 
or  collection  of  books  depends  upon  opportunity  and  available 
means.  It  frequendy  happens  that  means  are  oftener  lacking 
than  opportunity,  especially  as  regards  material  sought  at  auction 
sales.    It  is  not  the  policy  of  the  Boston  Library  to  pay  excessive 
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prices,  but  the  Director  does  recognize  its  obligation  to  acquire 
and  preserve  as  many  of  the  records  relating  to  the  early  history 
of  Boston  and  Massachusetts  as  its  Trust  Funds  will  permit. 
AmcHig  the  examples  of  pre-Revolutionary  and  Revolutionary 
matter  of  local  interest  recently  secured  are: 

A  Manuscript  Minute  Book  of  the  meetings  held  at  the  Royal  Exchange 
Tavern  in  Boston,  December  2l8t  and  23d,  1773.  of  the  principal 
dealers  in  teas,  with  a  list  of  the  dealers  attending  these  meetings. 

A  Boston  Non-Importation  meeting  broadside  of  April  19,  1  770,  in  which 
"Merchants  .  .  .  are  desired  to  meet  at  Faneuil  Hall  ...  to  receive 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  relative  to  the  most  unac- 
countable .  .  .  conduct  of  several  persons  who  have  imported  goods 
.  .   .  contrary  to  the  agreement  —  particularly  a  quantity  of  Tea.** 

A  Boston  Port  Bill  broadside  letter.  May  12,  1774,  stating  that  "An 
Act  has  been  passed  by  the  British  Parliament  for  blocking  up  the  Har- 
bour of  Boston  with  a  Fleet  of  Ships  of  War.*' 

A  broadside  setting  forth  the  final  preparations  for  an  advance  against 
Boston,  January  19,  1 776,  "Whereas  General  Washington  has  applied 
for  a  temporary  reinforcement  .  .  .  that  the  Army  investing  Boston 
should  be  of  strength  sufficient  to  act  offensively  as  well  as  defensively.** 

Governor  Gage's  Amnesty  Proclamation,  Boston,  June  12.  1775,  Gage*s 
last  warning  to  the  Revolutionists  in  which  he  offers  in  His  Majesty's 
name  "most  gracious  pardon  to  all  who  shall  lay  down  their  arms  ex- 
cepting only  .  .  .  Samuel  Adams  and  John  Hancock.** 

A  Massachusetts  Slavery  broadside,  "House  of  Representative,  Nov.  19, 
1  754  —  Ordered  that  the  assessors  of  the  several  Towns  .  .  .  send 
into  the  Secretary*s  Office  the  exact  number  of  the  Negro  Slaves  both 
male  and  females,  sixteen  years  old  and  upwards  that  are  within  their 
Towns  and  District'*  (Apparently  the  order  for  the  first  slave  census 
to  be  taken  in  Massachusetts  showing  271  7  slaves,  989  of  which  be- 
longed to  Boston.) 

A  Manuscript  Letter  Book,  1 783-1  785,  belonging  to  S.  Gnhnan,  a  Bos- 
ton Merchant,  relating  to  American  shipping  and  business  transactions 
after  the  Revolution. 

The  dispersal  of  a  private  library  afforded  opportunity  to 
obtain  a  collection  of  1 6th  and  1 7di  century  books  giving  a  view 
of  the  state  of  certain  sciences  of  that  time. 

There  were  added  to  the  Brown  Collection  of  Music  six  of 
Stephen  Foster's  songs  in  first  editions  and  a  version  of  "The 
New  Yankee  Doodle/'  printed  by  J.  Hewitt,  18 — ,  quarto 
music  sheets  with  a  cut  portrait  of  Washington. 

Other  important  acquisitions  were : 
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Monument!  vabcani  di  archeologia  e  d*arte,  pubblicati  per  munificenza  di 
Sua  Santita  Benedetto  XV,  a  cura  della  Pontificia  accademia  romana 
d'archeologia.  Volume  I.  Roma.  1922.  (Continuation  of  G)I- 
lezione  artistiche.) 

Morlcy,  Thomas. 

A  plaine  and  esisie  introduction  to  practicall  musicke,  set  down  in  forme 
of  a  dialogue;  divided  into  three  parts  .  .  .  London.  1608.  Dia- 
grams.     Decorated  title  page. 

Price,  Captain  R.  K. 

Astbury,  Whieldon  and  Ralph  Wood  figures  and  Toby  jugs.  Lon- 
don.    1 922. 

Rio  de  Janeiro. 

Theatre  municipal  do  Rio  de  Janiero.  Photogravure  illustrations, 
consisting  of  portraits,  exterior  and  interior  views,  etc.  Rio  de  Janeiro. 
1913.  A  presentation  copy  to  Enrico  Caruso  by  the  Director  of  the 
theatre. 

Royal  Institute  of  British  Architects. 

Sir  Chrisopther  Wren,  A.D.  1632-1723.  Bicentenary  memorial 
volume.     London.     1923. 

Toesca,  Pietro. 

La  casa  artistica  italiana;  la  casa  Bagatti  Valsecchi  in  Milano.  Mi- 
lano.     1918.     160  plates. 

White,  Stanford. 

Sketches  and  designs.     New  York.     1 920. 

The  examples  cited  above  have  been  mainly  confined  to  ex- 
ceptional books,  or  to  some  of  the  more  costly  works,  but  there 
has  been  substantial  growth  in  many  directions,  especially  in  the 
collections  in  the  Special  Libraries. 

The  Library  has  only  fallen  short  in  the  number  of  current 
books  bought  for  popular  use  and  circulation  throughout  the 
system. 

The  gifts  received  during  the  year  include  14,652  volumes, 
12,005  issues  of  serials,  942  photographs,  75  lantern  slides,  51 
newspaper  subscriptions,  from  7,155  givers,  as  compared  with 
12,968  volumes,  13,078  serials,  763  photographs,  349  lantern 
slides  and  48  newspaper  subscriptions  from  5,936  givers  in 
1922-23. 

There  was  also  received  under  decree  of  Court  "The  Oakland 
Hall  Trust  Fund'*  of  $1 1,781.44,  accepted  by  the  Trustees, 
"the  income  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  books  and  other 
library  material  for  the  Mattapan  Branch.'* 
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On  pages  77-82  of  the  An>endix  will  be  found  listed  a  selec- 
tion of  the  more  important  gifts  of  the  year,  with  the  names  of  the 
givers. 

REGISTRATION  DEPARTMENT. 

On  January  31,1 924,  there  were  outstanding  11 7, 1 1 9  "live 
cards*',  that  is,  registered  cards  available  for  present  use  in 
the  custody  of  citizens  and  certain  holders  of  "special  privilege** 
cards.  Through  the  Central  Library  and  the  branches  33,976 
new  registrations  were  taken  and  26,927  cards  renewed,  making 
a  total  of  60,903  cards  issued  during  the  past  year.  In  the 
same  period  57,667  borrowers  allowed  their  home  use  privilege 
to  lapse.  The  net  increase  in  cardholders,  dierefore,  for  the 
year  was  3,236,  compared  with  3,933  in  1922-23. 

Teachers*  cards  to  the  number  of  946  were  renewed,  and  329 
new  cards  were  issued  to  teachers,  making  in  all  1 ,275  teachers* 
cards  in  use  compared  with  1 ,472  a  year  ago. 

Special  privilege  cards  were  voted  by  the  Board  of  Trustees 
to  176  persons;  these,  added  to  the  228  which  were  renewed, 
make  a  total  of  404  "live**  special  privilege  cards,  compared  with 
396  last  year. 

At  the  close  of  1923  the  department  reports  the  new  regis- 
tration record,  begun  in  August,  1919,  as  including  203,218 
cards ;  there  is  also  a  geographical  record  of  over  1 20,000  cards. 
During  the  coming  year  some  provision  must  be  made  for  the 
more  adequate  housing  of  these  important  card  records  which 
have  outgrown  their  present  quarters. 

CATALOGUE  AND  SHELF  DEPARTMENT. 

The  number  of  volumes  and  parts  of  volumes  catalogued 
during  1 923-24  was  90, 1 07,  representing  64,293  titles.  The 
number  of  cards  added  to  the  catalogues  was  244,772,  of  which 
number  203,109  were  added  to  the  catalogues  in  the  Central 
Library  and  41,663  to  those  in  the  branches.  The  Bates  Hall 
and  Issue  Department  catalogues  received  56,501  cards;  the 
official  catalogues,  60,723;    the  Special  Libraries  catalogues. 
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28,887 ;  the  catalogues  of  the  Library  of  G>ngress  and  Harvard 
College,  and  lists  in  process,  56.998  cards.  The  above  figures 
are  listed  not  only  as  a  record  of  the  year's  work,  valuable  in 
making  comparisons  with  that  of  previous  years,  but  as  an  indica- 
tion to  the  lajrman  of  the  immense  amount  of  detail  connected 
with  the  process  of  making  available  through  the  public  card 
catalogues  the  authors,  titles  and  subjects  of  the  book  accessions 
of  the  year. 

In  May,  1923,  the  Card  Divbicm  of  the  Catalogue  Depart- 
ment was  established,  with  Mr.  Thomas  Francis  Brennan  in 
charge,  and  five  assistants  working  under  his  immediate  direc- 
tion. The  DivisicHi  has  die  general  supervision  of  all  the  cata- 
logues in  the  Central  Library,  mcluding  their  maintenance  for  die 
convenience  of  the  users,  and  the  oversight  of  all  matters  relating 
to  the  cards,  including  the  filing,  after  they  come  from  the  Print- 
ing Department  of  the  Library  or  cm  dieir  receipt  from  other  in- 
stitutions. It  is  ejcpected  that  the  new  Card  Division  will  add 
to  the  efficiency  of  the  Department  and  relieve  the  Chief  of 
much  detail.  Already  the  results  have  justified  these  expecta- 
tions. 

Four  positions  of  importance,  which  call  for  q;>ecial  qualifi- 
cations, including  a  knowledge  of  foreign  languages,  remain 
unfilled  in  the  Catalogue  Department  The  work  of  the  insti- 
tution will  continue  to  sutfer  just  so  long  as  trained,  experienced 
persons  remain  unf ound.  The  reason  for  these  vacancies  is  not 
far  to  seek.  The  salaries  available  for  important  places  in  thk 
department,  as  in  others  of  the  Library,  are  insufficient  to  attract 
qualified  library  assistants. 

On  page  69  of  die  Appendix  may  be  found  the  usual  details 
relating  to  the  work  of  die  Catalogue  and  Shelf  Department 
for  two  successive  years. 

PUBUCATIONS. 

In  December  1 923,  the  fifth  volume  of  the  Quarterly  Bulle- 
tin (Fourth  Series)  was  finished.  The  completed  volume  filled 
480  pages,  46  pages  of  \^ich  were  given  over  to  announcements 
of  public  lectures  and  educational  courses  given  not  only  at  the 
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Public  Library  but  at  a  number  of  other  educational  centres. 
Though  the  main  purpose  of  the  publication  was  to  present 
in  dictionary  form  a  list  of  current  additions  to  the  Library*s 
shelves,  it  included  the  following  special  articles  and  reproduc- 
tions: 

In  the  March  number,  an  account  of  the  John  Adams  Library,  some 
Comments  of  John  Adams  on  Mary  WoUstonecraft's  "French  Revolu- 
tion." a  reproduction  of  G>pley*8  portrait  of  Mr.  Adams,  a  facsimile  of 
the  title-page  of  the  First  Folio  Shakespeare,  from  the  original  in  the 
Barton  Collection,  and  a  list  of  British  and  American  Longer  Plays, 
compiled  by  Michael  J.  Conroy,  of  the  Bates  Hall  Reference  Department. 

The  June  number  presented  a  sketch  of  the  Franklin  Library,  repro- 
ductions of  the  portraits  of  Franklin  by  Duplessis  and  Greuze,  which 
hang  in  the  Trustees*  Room  of  the  Central  Library,  a  facsimile  of  one 
of  Franklin*s  letters  to  Samuel  C.  Johonnot,  with  some  notes  on  the  latter, 
and  the  second  edition  of  a  Last  of  References  on  the  Project  Method  of 
Education,  compiled  by  Alice  M.  Jordan,  Supervisor  of  Work  with 
Children. 

The  September  issue  contained  a  description  of  the  Gilbert  Collection, 
accompanied  by  a  portrait  of  John  Gilbert,  together  with  several  items 
connected  with  Shakespeare,  in  commemoration  of  the  Tercentenary  of  the 
First  Folio;  these  include  a  reprint  of  Horace  Howard  Fumess's  report 
on  the  Barton  Collection,  made  in  1882,  with  some  remarks  on  the 
present  status  of  the  Collection;  views  of  the  exterior  and  interior  of 
the  Globe  Theatre — * 'Shakespeare's  Theatre**;  contemporary  prints  of 
London  Bridge  and  of  part  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  funeral  procession,  all 
supplemented  by  a  List  of  Works  on  Shakespeare's  England,  compiled 
by  Mary  A.  Tenney  of  the  Catalogue  Department. 

In  the  December  number  the  editorial  matter  related  to  the  Parker 
Library,  and  was  accompanied  by  a  portrait  of  Theodore  Parker  from 
Seth  Cheney's  crayon,  and  a  letter  from  Parker  to  Miss  Thayer.  Xh^r® 
was  also  a  reproduction  of  Francis  Derwent  Wood's  bust  of  Henry  James, 
which  the  sculptor  had  recently  presented  to  the  Library.  An  Index  to 
the  poems  of  Robert  William  Service,  prepared  by  Michael  J.  Conroy  of 
the  Bates  Hall  Reference  Department,  was  also  included  in  this  issue. 

Other  Library  publications  of  the  year  included  the  following : 

Weekh  LkU^  52  in  number  for  the  year  1923,  giving  brief  titles  of 
a  selected  list  of  the  most  recent  additions  to  the  Library,  compiled  by 
Lucien  E.  Taylor. 

Ten-Book  Lhts,  numbers  52—104  inclusive.  Four  of  the  fifty- 
three  issues  printed  during  the  year  were  double  numbers.  The  series 
began  in  1 922  under  the  editorship  of  Mr.  Taylor  and  ceased  on  Decem- 
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bcr  8,  1923,  on  the  complehon  of  a  two  vcar  period.  Most  of  the  lists 
were  preoarcd  by  chiefs  of  the  various  departments  of  the  Library;  a 
number  were  compiled  by  members  or  officers  of  various  associations  whose 
meetings  suggested  the  respective  subjects  of  the  lists.  In  the  future. 
Ten-book  Lists  will  be  issued  irregularly  in  connection  with  topics  of 
current  interest,  on  the  occasion  of  important  anniversaries,  or  in  con- 
nection with  conventions  and  meetings  of  associations  held  in  the  city. 

Brief  Readinfl  Usts,  Nos.  24-26.  The  subjects  were  as  follows: 
No.  24.  the  Project  Method  in  Education,  compiled  by  Alice  M.  Jordan, 
Supervisor  of  Work  with  Children;  reprinted  from  the  Jiine  issue  of  tfie 
Quarterly^  Bulletin:  No.  25,  Health  and  Hygiene,  compiled  by  Lucien 
E.  Taylor,  prepared  in  connection  with  the  Boston  Health  Show;  No.  26, 
British  and  American  Longer  Plays,  1900-1923,  compiled  by  Michael 
J.  Conroy,  reprinted  from  the  Quarterly  Bulletin  for  March. 

A  CuiJe  to  Serial  Publications  founded  prior  to  1918  and  now  or 
recently  current  in  Boston,  Cambridge,  and  vicinity,  compiled  and  edited 
by  Thomas  Johnston  Homer;  part  II,  Bibl.— Elsp.,  1050  copies,  50  on 
special  paper,  pages  97—192;  main  entries  nos.  1860—3952.  The  ma- 
terial for  the  rest  of  the  alphabet,  not  yet  printed,  is  accessible  for  use  in 
the  Barton  Gallery  of  the  Central  Library. 

Library  Life,  the  Staff  Bulletin  of  the  Library,  published  on  the  1 5th 
of  each  month,  summer  months  excepted,  entered  upon  its  third  year 
in  October,  with  an  enlarged  and  reorganized  staff  selected  with  the 
purpose  of  covering  the  news  of  interest  to  the  employees  in  a  more  sys- 
tematic way  by  means  of  a  greater  division  of  responsibility. 

BATES  HALL. 

The  revision  of  the  Bates  Hall  reference  collection  progresses 
toward  its  completion.  The  sections  devoted  to  encyclopaedias 
and  dictionaries  has  been  thoroughly  overhauled  and  constant 
changes  have  been  made  in  the  collection  as  a  whole.  The 
movement  of  books,  as  a  matter  of  record,  has  affected  969  titles 
(1415  volumes),  besides  102  volumes  added  as  continuations; 
475  new  titles  (578  volumes)  have  been  added  to  the  collection 
during  the  year;  250  titles  (476  volumes)  have  been  given  new 
locations;  184  titles  (301  volumes)  have  been  retired  as  super- 
annuated. Tlie  missing  list  of  the  year  is  even  smaller  than  that 
reported  a  year  ago;  163  books  have  disappeared  from  the 
shelves  and  six  volumes  missing  in  previous  years  have  been  found, 
making  a  net  loss  for  the  year  of  1 39  volumes. 
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The  reference  work  of  the  Library,  with  its  centre  in  Bates 
HalK  has  been  carried  on  along  the  traditional  lines.  The  use 
of  the  telephone  for  reference  purposes  is  growing  steadily.  A 
constantly  increasing  number  of  persons  call  for  information  in 
this  way,  and  on  the  other  hand,  the  reference  assistants  are  learn- 
ing to  make  a  larger  use  of  the  telephone  m  running  down  the 
answers  to  elusive  questicms. 

During  the  summer  a  questionnaire  was  prepared  and  sent  to 
the  special  libraries  in  Metropolitan  Boston,  including  a  con- 
siderable number  in  addition  to  those  listed  in  the  last  edition  of 
the  Directory  of  Special  Libraries.  This  questionnaire  was  the 
means  of  collecting  additional  information  regarding  the  re- 
sources of  the  libraries  of  Boston  and  its  vicinity,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  before  long  a  new  edition  of  the  Directory  of  Special  Libra- 
ries will  be  published.  In  this  connection  should  be  mentioned 
the  activities  of  the  volunteer  Extension  Service  Committee, 
which  resulted  in  enrolling  some  fifty  organizations  which  have 
no  libraries  but  which  possess  large  funds  of  q>ecialized  informa- 
tion, most  of  which  they  are  glad  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the 
public  through  the  reference  and  information  channels  of  the 
Public  Library. 

The  year  has  seen  closer  co-operation  between  the  Reference 
Department  and  the  branches  of  the  Library,  which  has  taken 
various  forms.  The  Reference  Librarian  has  assisted  in  revising 
reference  collections  and  lists  for  various  branches  and  has  con- 
ducted a  course  in  reference  work  for  branch  assistants. 

The  total  number  of  volumes  consulted  in  Bates  Hall  was 
248,169,  an  increase  of  7,569  over  last  year.  It  should  be  re- 
membered that  these  figures  relate  only  to  the  use  of  volumes 
taken  from  the  stacks,  for  which  regular  call  slips  were  filed. 
No  account  is  kept  of  the  many  thousands  of  volumes  which 
readers  use  from  the  great  reference  collection  in  the  Bates  Hall 
reading  room. 

During  the  winter  months,  especially  on  Saturday  and  Sunday 
afternoons,  there  have  been  more  readers  than  seats  in  Bates 
Hall.  A  notable  feature  of  the  use  of  the  hall  is  the  large  per- 
centage of  adult  non-resident  readers  who  avail  themselves  of 
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material  not  to  be  found  in  their  owoi  home  libraries  in  adjacent 
municipalities. 

In  increasing  numbers,  students  from  various  schools  and  in- 
stitutions find  Bates  Hall  a  convenient  place  in  which  to  work 
up  lecture  notes  and  lessons,  study  school  text  books  and  pre- 
pare their  work  for  the  following  day.  So  long  as  students 
using  the  Library  for  these  purposes  have  not  interfered  with 
adult  readers  or  their  accommodation,  the  Director  has  made  no 
protest.  When  men  and  women  come  to  consult  books  or  other 
library  material  and  find  the  number  of  students  so  great  that 
seats  are  unobtainable,  it  is  a  question  whether  students  are  not 
abusing  library  privileges. 

The  service  of  the  Hall  is  greatly  and  increasingly  handicapped 
by  the  wholly  inadequate  and  outworn  pneumatic  tubes  and 
book  carrier  system  which  were  installed  over  twenty-five  years 
ago.  No  relief  can  be  hoped  for  until  city  appropriations  permit 
the  installation  of  a  more  modem  equipment. 

NEWSPAPER  AND  PATENT  RCX)MS. 

Of  the  271  newspapers  regularly  received  by  the  Library 
191  are  American  and  80  come  from  thirty-three  foreign  coun- 
tries. The  daily  papers  number  214,  the  weekly  57.  During 
the  current  year  six  papers  were  added  and  two  ceased  publication 
or  were  consolidated  with  other  papers.  The  bound  volumes 
now  number  8,882,  an  increase  of  1 35  volumes  since  the  last  re- 
port. Readers  to  the  number  of  18,654  consulted  33,534 
bound  volumes  during  the  year,  a  slight  increase  over  the  year 
previous. 

During  the  year  483  volumes  were  added  to  the  Patent 
collection  which  now  numbers  16,776  volumes.  During  the 
twelve  months  107,868  volumes  were  used  by  18,163  persons. 
It  is  unfortunately  still  impossible  to  obtain  continuations  of  the 
German  patent  records,  which  are  lacking  for  the  entire  period 
since  1914.  The  Library  receives  regularly  the  volumes  from 
New  Zealand,  Australia,  France,  Great  Britain,  Canada  and 
the  United  States. 
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INFORMATION  OFFICE,  GOVERNMENT  DOCUMENT  SERVICE, 

AND  OPEN  SHELF  ROOM. 

The  Information  Office  is  now  generally  recognized  by  the 
public  as  a  library  directing  agency,  a  first  aid  to  the  inquirer. 
To  this  end  there  has  been  assembled  on  die  shelves  of  the  room 
such  material  as  will  be  of  most  immediate  use,  including  a  few 
obvious  books  of  reference,  several  hundred  municipal  and  tele- 
phone directories,  reports  from  many  chambers  of  commerce,  the 
Federal  Reserve  bulletins  and  odier  publications  relating  to 
banks  and  banking,  surveys  of  current  business  and  ccmunerce, 
etc.  Constant  use  is  made  of  the  large  collection  of  school, 
college  and  institution  catalogues,  and  the  vocational  service 
files.  The  latter  files,  it  will  be  recalled,  were  established  in 
December,  1920,  by  the  Boston  Branch  of  the  Association  of 
Collegiate  Alumnae,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  W(Hnen*s 
Municipal  League,  the  Girls*  Trade  Education  League  and  the 
Young  Women's  Christian  Association.  This  collection,  ever 
changing  in  order  that  it  may  be  kept  up  to  date,  consists  at 
present  of  s<xne  nine  hundred  pamphlets  and  over  fifteen  hun- 
dred clippings.  Gifts  of  periodicals  and  pamphlets  for  the  files 
have  been  received  from  the  Women's  Educational  and  Indus- 
trial Union,  the  Associated  Industries  of  Massachusetts,  the 
Prospect  Union,  and  the  National  Research  Council.  The  As- 
sociation of  Collegiate  Alumnae  made  a  gift  of  ten  dollars  for 
special  pamphlets  and  volumes.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
men  use  the  vocational  file  fully  as  much  as  women.  The  in- 
quiries vary  with  the  seasons  of  the  year:  in  the  fall  there  is  a 
lively  demand  for  material  on  educational  opportunities,  especial- 
ly evening  courses,  while  in  the  spring  the  call  is  for  booklets 
descriptive  of  summer  schools  and  camps.  Special  interest  has 
been  shown  in  the  following  occupations:  accounting,  advertis- 
ing, agriculture,  art,  automobiles,  aviation,  engineering,  insurance, 
library  work,  music,  radio,  salesmanship,  secretarial  work,  social 
service,  teaching,  and  the  various  trades  and  occupations  for  the 
handicapped. 
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The  federal  and  state  documents  in  the  room  adjoining  the 
Information  Office  are  continually  sought  by  men  and  women 
who  have  discovered  the  great  value  of  these  official  current 
publications  dealing  with  the  varied  problems  of  government  and 
the  results  of  governmental  research. 

The  Open  Shelf  collection  of  books  of  non-fiction  has  main- 
tained its  popularity.  In  the  room  may  be  found  not  only  a 
selection  of  the  more  recent  accessions  of  the  Library,  but  some 
two  diousand  volumes  no  longer  considered  new  but  still  of 
value,  as  they  treat  of  many  subjects  in  which  the  public  finds 
abiding  interest  The  most  popular  books  are  in  the  fields 
of  travel  and  discovery,  biography,  drama,  business,  dcHnestic 
science  and  household  arts.  Somewhat  unusual  has  been  the 
steady  call  for  the  so-called  "war  books"  —  volumes  treating 
not  only  of  the  late  World  War  in  its  many  phases,  but  the 
Civil  War,  the  American  Revolution,  and  the  Napoleonic  cam- 
paigns. Over  42,000  volumes  in  all  were  drawn  out  for  home 
use  from  the  shelves  of  this  small  and  wholly  inadequate  room 
during  the  year. 

PERIODICAL  ROOM. 

The  number  of  readers  at  certain  hours,  as  totalled  in  each  of 
two  successive  years,  and  the  number  reported  five  years  ago, 
are  as  follows : 

Attendance* 

HOURS  10  12  2  4  6  8  9.45 

ftjm.  n.  pjii.        pjB.        pjn.        pjn.        pjB. 

1923-1924         .       .        \5J33    17.416    29.172    35,841    22.416    26,531     13340 
1922-1923  .        14371     16263    27326    33.109    22.241    26.310    13216 

1918-1919  7264    10342    18.547    23201     16.173    19236      6.072 

The  steady  increase  in  die  use  of  bound  and  imbound  periodi- 
cal files  is  shown  by  the  following  figures : 

Bound  Files. 

Bomd  iroKmwt  coMalled  dmnmg  ibe  ycv:  1922-1923.     1923-1924. 

Day  time  (week  days)     .        ,  44343  46.724 

EveuBg  and  Sunday 18.762  19.843 
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Unbound  Files. 

Uoboiud  periodicals  cooMihed:  \922r-\923.    1923-1924. 

Day  time  (week  dayi) 53.786  55.516 

Eveniiig  and  Sunday 23.479  24.572 

Current  periodicals,  exclusive  of  those  issued  by  the  State  and 
Federal  governments,  regularly  filed  for  readers,  may  be  found 
distributed  as  follows : 

Periodical   Room                            1.179 

Fine  Arts  Division  and  Music  Room 134 

Statislicml  Department 48 

Teachers*  ReJFerence  and  Children's  Room 57 

Ordering  Department 27 

Totol 1.445 

The  Custodian  reports  that  never  have  the  periodical  rooms 
been  so  crowded.  Not  infrequently  all  the  available  seats  are 
occupied.  The  leading  cause  of  the  growing  use  of  periodicals 
is  the  interest  in  current  events  shown  by  the  general  public  and 
by  the  students  from  the  various  schools  and  institutions  of  higher 
learning.  In  increasing  numbers  instructors  and  pupils  have 
come  from  the  Boston  schools  to  receive  aid  and  instruction  in 
the  use  of  digests  and  indexes.  Inadequate  appropriations  have 
made  impossible  the  installation  of  a  modem  equipment,  more 
economical  as  to  space.  The  inconvenient  periodical  racks  con- 
tinue to  be  the  source  of  complaint  from  many  readers.  It  is 
hoped  that  provision  for  new  tables  and  cases  may  soon  be  forth- 
coming. The  enlarged  use  of  periodicals  and  newspapers  is 
only  another  indication  of  the  desirability  of  throwing  open  for 
public  purposes  the  valuable  space  now  occupied  by  the  Cata- 
logue and  Ordering  Departments,  provided  these  departments 
can  be  accommodated  in  additions  to  the  present  Central  Build- 
ing. 

SPECIAL  LIBRARIES. 

The  Special  Libraries  include  all  the  collections  housed  on 
the  third  floor  of  the  Central  Building,  and  comprise  the  follow- 
ing divisions : 

Fine  Arts  Division.  Books,  plates,  pamphlets  and  periodi- 
cals on  the  fine  arts,  including  architecture  and  city  planning. 
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sculpture,  painting,  graphic  arts,  and  art  crafts;  the  Codman 
collection  on  landscape  architecture;  material  on  pageants;  and 
the  Library's  main  collection  of  photographs,  prints,  art  clii^ings 
and  lantern  slides. 

Technology^  Division.  Books  on  technology,  including  en- 
gineering in  all  its  branches,  manufactures,  applied  sciences,  and 
works  in  the  fields  of  pure  physics  and  chemistry  added  since 
1 922 ;  also  the  bound  files  of  technical  periodicals. 

The  two  divisions  above  named  have  a  common  reading-room 
ai^d  a  book  delivery  service  in  communication  with  all  parts  of  the 
Central  Library. 

Music  Division.  The  Allen  A.  Brown  reference  collection 
of  music  and  literature  of  music ;  also  a  large  collection  of  music 
for  home  use,  musical  and  dramatic  periodicals,  indexes  and 
scrap-books. 

Barton  -Ticknor  Division.  Twenty-three  special  collections 
restricted  to  use  within  the  building,  including  Americana,  Anti- 
Slavery  and  Civil  War  material,  books  on  dramatic  history,  in- 
cunabula and  publications  of  famous  presses,  works  on  mathe- 
matics, Shakespeariana,  Spanish  literature,  books  illustrating 
women's  activities,  etc.  The  Library's  large  collection  of  maps 
and  the  map  catalogue  are  also  to  be  found  in  this  division. 

Some  idea  of  the  c<Mnplexity  of  the  Special  Libraries  Dq>arl- 
ment  and  its  service  may  be  obtained  from  the  statement  that  it 
takes  care  of  about  thirty-three  different  classes  of  books  and 
other  library  material,  arranged  according  to  nine  different  sys- 
tems of  classification  or  location,  noted  in  eleven  catalogues  and 
six  shelf-lists,  and  charged  for  issue  in  eight  indicators. 

The  time  of  the  department  personnel  is,  naturally,  almost 
wholly  absorbed  by  the  daily  routine  of  this  complex  service,  but 
it  will  be  seen  that  some  work  of  constructive  character  has  been 
accomplished. 

The  personnel  of  the  department  has  been  notably  strength- 
ened during  the  year  by  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Zoltan  Haraszti, 
an  efficient  and  highly  educated  assistant  who  is  in  charge  of  the 
Barton  -Ticknor  Division,  filling  a  vacancy  of  two  years'  standing. 
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The  involved  shelf  anangement  of  both  the  Music  and  the 
Barton -Ticknor  divisions  has  been  ccxnpletely  charted  during 
the  year.  The  map  coUecticms  have  been  rearranged  and  over 
ten  thousand  Anti-Slavery  letters  have  been  bound  and  indexed. 
For  the  first  time,  regular  mcmthly  exhibitions  of  rare  books  and 
manuscripts  have  been  arranged  in  the  Barton  Room,  and  illus-- 
trated  '^special  feature**  articles  describing  these  exhibits  have 
been  written  for  the  daily  papers. 

The  open-shelf  music  reference  collection  has  been  extended 
during  the  year.  The  bulletin  of  musical  events  in  Boston 
posted  weekly  and  described  in  the  report  of  last  year  has  been 
continued  and  has  been  of  mterest  to  many  visitors. 

The  Fine  Arts  Division  has  nearly  completed  a  classed  cata- 
logue of  the  accessions  of  the  last  four  years.  Progress  has  been 
made  also  in  the  revision  and  reclassification  of  the  fine  arts  open- 
shelf  collection,  the  periodical  index,  and  the  collection  of  art 
clii^ings  known  as  "decorative  detail.** 

The  Technology  Division  has  continued  to  build  up  its  classed 
catalogue  and  has  also  found  time  to  reclass  and  renumber  its 
entire  c^n-shelf  collection.  The  subjects  of  pure  physics  and 
chemistry  have  been  taken  over  by  the  division,  and  a  shelf 
classification  for  these  subjects  has  been  printed  as  a  special 
pamphlet 

From  May  1,  1923,  to  May  1,  1924,  the  department  put  on 
view  forty-six  exhibitions.  Fourteen  of  these  were  biographical, 
and  all  but  fourteen  were  made  up  from  collections  owned  by 
the  Library.  A  complete  list  of  these  exhibitions  may  be  found 
on  pages  75  and  76  of  the  Appendix. 

The  number  of  books  issued  for  home  use  from  the  Special 
Libraries  during  the  year  was  23,121,  compared  with  25,130 
in  1922-23.  This  loss  in  circulation  is  negligible.  It  is  in- 
teresting to  note  that  every  month  shows  a  decrease  from  the 
figures  of  the  preceding  year,  excepting  the  periods,  September 
1 5  —  November  1 5,  and  December  1 6  -  January  1 5,  which  have 
much  larger  totals  than  last  year.  In  the  fiscal  year  4404  lan- 
tern slides  and  2 1 84  portfolios  of  {Mctures  were  issued.  About 
twenty-five  pictures  are  placed  in  each  portfolio,  making  the  pic- 
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ture  circulation  something  over  34,000.  The  total  number  of 
I^otographs  and  process  pictures  now  available  is  estimated  at 
68,360  and  that  of  lantern  slides  at  1 0,348. 

WORK  WITH  CHILDREN. 

The  stock  of  children's  books  in  the  Central  Library  and  the 
thirty-one  branches  has  been  replenished  by  the  purchase  of 
33,763  volumes,  which  includes  new  books,  additional  o^ies, 
and  replacements.  Of  the  total  number  of  books  acquired  for 
the  branches  63  per  cent  were  for  children,  constituting  a  larger 
number  for  this  puipose  than  the  Library  has  ever  before  pur- 
chased in  a  single  year.  The  circulation  of  children's  hocks  in 
the  branch  system  was  1 ,236,999  out  of  a  total  branch  circula- 
tion of  2,343,860.  From  the  Children's  Room  in  the  Central 
Library  there  were  issued  73,278  additional  books,  making  a 
total  of  1,310,277  volumes  classed  as  children's  books  lent  for 
home  use  during  the  fiscal  year.  A  total  of  60,91 3  volumes — 
43,321  from  the  branch  libraries  and  17,392  from  the  Branch 
Issue  Division  of  the  Central  Library — ^were  sent  during  the 
same  period  as  deposits  to  1 71  grammar,  3  high  and  1 3  parochial 
schools  of  the  city. 

The  above  statements  imply  progress ;  they  also  call  attention 
to  the  need  of  more  books  for  the  use  of  children,  as  the  insistent 
call  on  the  part  of  children  cannot  by  any  means  be  satisfied  by 
the  Library's  present  sui^Iy.  It  is  suggested  that  inquiry  might 
reasonably  be  made  regarding  the  possibility  of  securing  some 
financial  aid  from  the  School  Department  in  providing  books 
used  exclusively  as  school  deposits  to  assist  children  in  learning 
to  read.  At  present  the  deposits  sent  to  schools  constitute  a 
severe  drain  on  die  all  too  limited  collections  in  the  branches  and 
deplete  the  book  shelves  in  the  crowded  children's  rooms  of  die 
system. 

«S(orj;  Hour.  The  results  obtained  in  the  library  story  hour 
organized  by  experts  who  are  equipped  to  meet  the  great  oppor- 
tunities of  their  work  continue  to  be  most  gratifying.  All  over 
the  city  can  be  felt  the  impetus  to  use  the  library  and  to  read 
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the  finer  types  of  books,  traceable  to  the  eflFective  personal  in- 
fluence of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  J.  Cronan  and  Mrs.  Margaret  W. 
Powers. 

Story  hours  have  been  held  at  fifty-three  different  points  during 
the  year.  In  all  branches  where  ^ace  pennits  there  have  been 
groups  for  longer  or  shorter  terms  within  the  library  and  there 
are  only  four  branches  which  have  lacked  a  story  hour,  held 
either  in  their  own  buildings  or  at  neighboring  schools.  Two  of 
these  will  receive  attention  early  in  1924. 

The  following  quotations  are  from  the  report  of  Mrs.  Cronan : 

There  is  much  in  the  present  day  to  excite  children  and  distract  them 
from  reading  books  which  require  any  concentration.  For  this  reason  it  is 
more  difficult  for  the  story  hour  to  produce  readers,  but  we  rejoice  to  see 
that  many  of  the  children  do  go  from  listening  to  the  story  to  the  reading 
of  the  book. 

Those  who  do  not  read  are  surely  benefited  by  hearing  the  stories  of 
idealism,  patriotism,  delicate  fancy,  quaint  humor  and  those  which  give  a 
better  understanding  of  children  of  odier  countries. 

To  meet  the  requests  of  responsive  readers  the  libraries  need 
to  be  siq^ied  with  the  books  used  by  the  story-tellers  in  sufficient 
quantity  to  prevent  repeated  disappointment,  which  tends  to  dis- 
courage children  from  further  attempts  to  secure  the  books. 

It  would  be  impossible  for  the  story-tellers  to  cover  the  city  in 
out-of-school  hours  with  library  groups  alone,  and  the  welcome 
accorded  to  them  by  teachers  and  masters  of  public  schools  has 
opened  a  door  for  unlimited  extension  work  of  the  most  fruitful 
kind.  Throughout  the  winter  months  the  library  story  hour  is 
reaching  from  300  to  1000  children  each  school  day. 

Sometimes  the  principals  have  needed  to  be  convinced  as  to  the 
place  of  stories  in  a  school  program,  but  once  sure  of  their  value 
to  children,  they  have  become  warm  supporters,  asking  for  the 
contmuance  of  the  privilege  beyond  the  time  allotted.  A  few 
of  their  words  of  commendation  follow: 

The  latch-string  of  this  school  is  always  out  to  you.  You  could  not 
come  too  often  to  us.  I  know  of  nothing  outside  the  school  which  has 
been  such  a  help. 

You  strengthen  the  bond  between  library  and  school. 

You  have  something  of  value  to  say  to  the  children  and  we  wish  to  do 
everything  in  our  power  to  help. 
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This  is  edacatioiial  work*  so  we  wekome  il  in  the  schools. 
I  have  DO  stronger  aid  in  my  English  work  with  die  children  of  fordg;n 
parentage  than  that  given  by  the  story  teOers. 

As  for  the  chfldren,  dieir  affection  for  the  story  tellers  is 
touchingly  and  dramatically  expressed  in  many  letters  begging 
them  to  come  again. 

The  story-tellers  testimcmy  reads  as  follows : 

Story  telling  has  proved  to  be  a  bond  between  Art  Museum.  Neigh- 
borhood Houses  and  Library,  but  now  each  year  seems  to  bring  a  closer 
connection  between  schools  and  library.  It  has  been  a  privilege  to  be 
welcomed  in  the  schools  and  dius  reach  such  numbers  of  children  who 
need  what  we  have  to  give  and  who  have  no  time  to  listen  to  stories  out- 
side of  school  hours. 

The  advice  to  Jacob.  **Bear  a  gift  in  thine  hand,*'  seems  to  apply  to 
story  telling.  We  are  able  to  bring  a  touch  of  joy  to  the  school,  and  at 
the  same  time  enhance  the  value  of  school  deposits,  advertise  what  our 
Library  has  to  offer  and  emphasize  what  we  cannot  say  too  often,  that 
librarians  and  teachers  are  working  together  for  die  children  and  can  work 
together  most  effectively  when  there  is  united  effort  and  close  understanding. 

Children  s  Rooms.  Though  crowded  conditions  prevail  in 
several  sections  of  the  city,  notably  those  served  by  die  South 
Boston,  Warren  Street,  Jeffries  Pomt,  Upham*s  Comer,  and 
Mt.  Bowdoin  Branch  Libraries,  accommodations  for  carrying  on 
the  work  with  the  children  have  been  improved  at  a  number  of 
points.  The  readmg  room  in  the  new  Soudi  End  Branch,  has 
ample  and  satisfactory  space  for  the  ordinary  activities,  but  as 
yet  no  suitable  place  has  been  foimd  there  for  the  story  hour. 
At  Roxbury  Crossing  enlarged  quarters  have  received  cordial 
appreciaticm.  The  librarian  comments  as  follows:  **A  visitor, 
a  perfect  stranger  to  us,  stopped  at  the  desk  and  said  that  she 
could  not  pass  by  the  door  without  coining  into  the  children's 
room,  it  was  so  inviting  from  the  outside.*'  Re*arrangement  of 
the  Roslindale  Branch  to  admit  of  a  separate  entrance  for  chil- 
dren is  a  forward  step  that  promises  to  solve  certain  problems  in 
the  administration  of  that  lS>rary. 

Central  Children  s  Room.  The  Supervisor  of  Work  with 
Children  states  that  the  personal  guidance  given  to  readers  in  die 
Children's  Room  of  the  Central  Library  indicates  the  nature  of 
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the  assistance  which  every  branch  should  be  able  to  give. 
Arousing  interest  in  books  of  real  value  by  substituting  those  of 
hi^  quality  for  the  mediocre,  and  encouraging  appreciation  of 
general  literature  by  introduction  of  different  types  of  reading 
are  the  tasks  for  which  the  statf  is  qualifying.  Ther^  has  been 
a  development  in  reference  work  during  the  year;  many  of  the 
questions  to  be  answered  require  a  wide  knowledge  of  children's 
literature  and  acute  discernment  in  the  matter  of  relative  values. 
As  usual,  the  Central  Children's  Room  has  been  visited  by  many 
classes  from  schools. 

Teachers'  Room.  The  Teachers*  Room  has  likewise  grown 
in  usefulness  and  acceptability.  It  has  furnished  reference  ma- 
terial for  students  at  universities  and  training  schools,  and  has 
become  a  centre  for  persons  taking  extension  courses.  Books 
have  been  reserved  for  nineteen  courses  since  September. 

The  Department  has  also  been  able  to  supplement  the  work 
of  the  Special  Libraries  Department  by  issuing  7,892  pictures 
to  teachers  and  schools,  exceeding  by  1 ,624  the  circulation  of 
pictures  from  the  Children's  Department  the  previous  year. 

Co-operation  with  Children  s  Museum.  Co-(^)eration  with 
the  Children's  Museum  in  Jamaica  Plain  has  proceeded  in  an 
orderly  and  animating  way.  The  Central  Children's  Room 
and  the  Tyler  Street  Branch  have  had  successive  exhibitions 
from  the  Museum.  These  have  included  ^ring  birds,  Japanese 
ceremonial  dolls,  collections  of  shells,  minerals,  etc. 

Cift.  A  gift  of  dolls  of  different  periods  and  nations  received 
from  Mrs.  Dwight  Blaney  is  at  present  assigned  to  the  North 
End  Branch,  which  is  assembling  a  permanent  collection  of  dolls 
of  many  kmds. 

REORGANIZATION  OF  WORK  WITH  CHILDREN. 

All  the  reports  from  the  branch  libraries  discuss  at  some  length 
the  constantly  growing  work  with  children,  which  the  librarians 
are  sometimes  unable  to  conduct  in  a  systematic  and  orderly  way 
in  rooms  of  insufficient  size  or  unsatisfactory  location.  Where 
quarters  are  large  enough  to  accommodate  considerable  numbers. 
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too  often  there  is  a  crying  need  of  assistants  properly  qualified  to 
give  the  sort  of  personal  attrition  which  is  the  basis  of  sound  and 
intelligent  relations  with  boys  and  girls.  The  volume  and  im- 
portance of  library  work  with  children  leaves  no  doubt  as  to  the 
pressing  necessity  of  unifying  and  co-ordinating  the  work  by 
means  of  a  more  definite  organizaticMi  than  exists  at  present  In 
twenty-one  of  the  thirty-one  branches  the  use  of  children*s  boob 
constitutes  more  than  50  per  cent  of  the  total  circulation.  At 
the  North  End  Branch  it  reaches  88  per  cent,  while  in  all  the 
branches  the  demands  for  reference  work  with  children  are  stead- 
ily increasing.  Attention  must  immediately  be  given  to  building 
up  an  adequate  body  of  trained  assistants  for  the  development 
of  this  important  phase  of  the  library's  activities.  The  resources, 
time  and  energy  now  given  to  work  with  children  must  fail  of 
complete  fruition  so  long  as  there  is  a  lack  of  the  standardization 
which  makes  for  consistency  and  concerted  effort. 

In  most  other  departments  of  library  work  the  idea  that 
**anybody  can  do  anything  if  he  tries'*  is  no  longer  accepted. 
Assistants  in  charge  of  work  with  children  must  be  fitted  by 
temperament  and  training  for  their  work,  which  should  be  put 
upon  as  sound  an  educational  basis  as  that  of  teachers  in  the 
schools  of  the  city.  If  the  library  is  to  bring  good  books  within 
reach  of  every  child  in  the  city  and  to  foster  the  habit  of  dis- 
criminating reading,  those  selected  to  carry  on  the  work  must 
have  a  wide  knowledge  of  children's  literature  and  an  ability  to 
perceive  the  qualities  in  books  which  attract  children.  This 
fitness,  the  capacity  to  furnish  wise  guidance  through  the  realm 
of  books  written  for  children  to  a  point  at  which  true  appreciation 
of  general  literature  is  reached,  can  be  gained  only  by  intensive 
study  and  experience.     It  cannot  be  attained  by  casual  methods. 

The  staff  of  each  of  the  major  branches  of  the  system  should 
include  a  well-trained  assistant  to  lead  in  this  special  work.  Her 
duties  have  been  outlined  as  follows  by  the  Supervisor  of  Work 
with  Children : 

She  is  responsible  for  the  order  and  attractiveness  of  the  children's 
room.  This  involves  the  ability  to  preserve  an  atmosphere  inviting  to 
readers,  by  handling  matters  of  discipline  in  the  best  way  possible,  and 
keeping  physical  conditions  comfortable  and  agreeable.     A  room  is  made 
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atb-acdve  by  means  of  well  arranged  pictures,  well  planned  exhibits,  and 
chiefly  by  a  sufficient  display  of  books  that  have  decorative  value. 

She  has  the  care  of  the  collection  of  children's  books.  Books  in 
bad  condition  should  be  repaired  or  withdrawn.  The  character  of  the 
collection  and  of  the  neighborhood  should  be  studied,  in  order  that  a 
balanced  supply  of  books  of  standard  merit,  or  diose  for  which  there  is 
popular  demand,  may  be  recommended.  Books  which  have  outlived  their 
usefulness  should  be  replaced  by  others. 

She  gives  personal  assistance  to  children  in  the  selection  of  books  and 
in  reference  problems  for  schools.  These  duties  call  for  thorough  ac- 
quaintance not  only  with  the  limits  of  the  children's  collection  at  the 
branch  but  with  the  books  available  at  the  Central  Library,  the  manifold 
interests  of  children  and  the  school  curricula. 

She  helps  adults  in  search  of  information  conceniing  children's  reading. 
The  demand  from  parents  and  teachers  grows  with  the  library's  pre- 
paredness to  meet  it 

She  gives  instruction  to  the  younger  assistants  detailed  to  help  in  the 
children's  room. 

She  assists  at  the  story  hours  and  furthers  their  influence  in  every  way. 

She  visits  schools  and  other  institutions  connected  with  child  welfare, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  desirable  outside  contacts  widi  the  library's 
public. 

Training  for  this  special  work  is  best  given  in  schools  or 
classes  established  for  this  definite  end,  such  as  the  Library 
School  connected  with  Western  Reserve  University  in  Cleveland, 
and  that  of  the  Carnegie  Library  at  Pittsburgh.  The  Boston 
Pid>lic  Library  has  no  provision  for  furnishing  a  training  which 
shall  provide  theoretical  and  practical  instruction  given  by  experts 
who  are  qualified  to  teach  and  sufficiently  free  from  other  re- 
sponsibilities to  do  it  effectively.  Properly  prepared  assistants 
for  work  with  children  can,  however,  be  obtained  if  they  are 
offered  their  right  place  on  the  library  staff,  with  a  salary  in  ac- 
cord with  their  attainments. 

Libraries  whose  work  with  children  has  reached  a  high  degree 
of  efficiency  and  success  have  insisted  upon  securing  a  trained 
group  of  individuals  who  are  expected  to  lead  in  this  work,  under 
die  Supervisor  of  Work  with  Children.  The  time  seems  to  have 
ccHne  for  the  Boston  Public  Library  to  take  its  place  with  other 
large  libraries  by  active  reorganization  of  its  work  with  children 
in  accordance  with  generally  accepted  standards. 
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THE  BRANCH  SYSTEM. 

By  vote  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  on  May  18,  1923.  the 
title  **Reading  Room*'  was  changed  to  that  of  **Branch*\  and 
the  thirty-one  branches  of  the  library  system  were  graded  as 
Major  Branches,  A  and  B,  and  Minor  Branches,  C  and  D. 
The  title  ^'Reading  Room**  has  always  been  misleading  in  that 
it  gave  to  the  miinitiated  the  impression  that  it  was  a  room  for 
reading  purposes,  rather  than  a  small  branch  of  the  system,  at 
which  service  similar  to  that  in  the  larger  branches  was  offered  to 
the  public.  The  grading  of  the  branches  is  based  (hi  their  size, 
location,  circulation  figures,  the  scope  of  activities  undertaken 
and  the  complexity  of  their  problems  of  administration. 

The  subsidiary  agencies  served  through  the  Branch  Depart- 
ment include  56  fire  engine  houses,  44  institutions  of  various 
types,  and  1 89  schools,  of  which  1 3  are  parochial  schools.  The 
total  number  of  library  agencies  through  which  the  Library 
serves  the  public  is  320,  as  compared  with  333  a  year  ago.  The 
number  of  volumes  issued  on  borrowers*  cards  from  the  Central 
Library  through  the  Branch  Department  was  1 07,250,  as  against 
1 1 1 ,070  in  1 922-23,  and  1 06,556  in  1 92 1  -22.  These  figures 
show  a  loss  of  3,820  volumes  issued  during  last  year  as  com- 
pared with  the  year  before.  The  proportion  of  unsuccessful 
calls  for  books  was  51.5  per  cent  as  against  55  per  cent  a  year 
before.  Of  the  total  unsuccessful  requests,  52,640  were  calls 
for  fiction,  as  against  66,5  72  last  year.  Of  the  total  number  of 
volumes  sent  out  from  the  Central  Library  through  the  branches 
86,025  were  taken  directly  frcHn  the  shelves  of  the  Branch  De- 
posit Collection. 

The  total  circulation  of  the  Branch  System  for  the  fiscal  year 
was  2,594,033  volumes,  compared  with  2,424,014  die  year 
before,  a  gain  in  branch  circulation  of  170,019  volumes. 
Twenty-five  branches  gained  and  six  lost  in  circulation.  The 
greatest  gains  were  at  Andrew  Square,  Mt  Bowdoin,  South 
Boston,  Warren  Street,  South  End,  West  End  and  North  End; 
the  losses  were  at  Upham*s  Comer,  Roxbury,  Parker  Hill, 
Orient  Heights,  Charlestown  and  Mt.  Pleasant. 
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Tlie  number  of  volumes  sent  out  from  the  Central  Library  on 
deposit  to  schools,  institutions  and  other  agencies  was  42,230, 
as  against  45,286  last  year  and  44,257  in  1921-22.  The 
number  of  volumes  sent  to  schools  from  the  Central  Library  and 
branches  was  60,913,  compared  with  56,348  last  year.  Of 
diis  number  17,392  were  sent  from  the  Branch  Issue  Division, 
Central  Library,  as  compared  with  18,524  the  year  before. 
The  number  of  books  issued  on  deposit  from  the  branch  libraries, 
chiefly  to  schools,  was  43,521,  compared  with  37,824  the  year 
before.  The  number  of  individual  teachers  supplied  was 
1,391,  as  against  1,200  in  1922-23. 

The  number  of  volumes  acquired  by  purchase  for  branch  use 
during  the  year  was  50, 151;  of  these  5 ,685  were  placed  in  the 
branch  deposit  collection,  and  44,466  were  distributed  among  the 
thirty-one  branches.  These  figures  represent  almost  exacdy  two- 
thirds  of  the  total  number  of  accessions  by  purchase  for  the  entire 
library  system  (75,534  volumes) .  The  number  of  books  bound 
for  the  branch  libraries  the  past  year  was  24,626,  as  compared 
with  23,465  in  1922-23. 

The  new  South  End  Branch,  opened  on  February  1,  1923, 
is  located  in  the  basement  of  the  Archbishop  Williams  Municipal 
Building,  comer  of  Shawmut  Avenue  and  West  Brookline  Street. 
On  the  main  floor  is  an  auditorium  seating  a  thousand,  with  stage, 
ante-rooms,  corridors,  etc  A  large  modem,  well-'equipped 
g3rmnasium,  with  shower  baths,  lockers,  etc.,  occupies  the  top 
floor  of  the  building.  Tlie  branch  library,  with  direct  approach 
and  separate  entrance  frcmi  West  Brookline  Street,  occupies  a 
quiet  room  fifty-nine  feet  wide  and  ninety-nine  feet  long.  Exon- 
omy  in  constmction  necessitated  sinking  the  floor  sc»ne  ten 
steps  below  the  sidewalk,  which  permits  the  placing  of  seven- 
foot  bookcases  around  the  walls  with  windows  above,  admitting 
as  much  direct  side  light  as  is  possible  under  the  circumstances. 
The  room  is  amply  supplied  with  the  latest  and  most  approved 
type  of  lighting  fixtures,  arranged  in  rows  so  that  the  lights  farth- 
est from  the  high  side  windows  can  be  switched  on  first,  and,  as 
the  dayli^t  fades,  other  rows  of  lights  can  be  turned  on  until  the 
room  is  fully  illuminated.  In  the  centre  of  the  room,  running 
back  from  the  entrance,  is  a  corridor  enclosed  by  plate  glass  in 
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suitable  screen  partiti(His  about  seven  feet  high.  Here  is  located 
the  charging  desk.  On  the  right  of  the  corridor  as  you  enter  is 
the  children's  room  and  on  the  left  the  adults*  room.  Through 
the  glazed  panels,  the  attendant  in  charge  has  an  uninterrupted 
view  of  the  whole  floor.  High  bookcases  line  the  walls  and  are 
built  into  the  alcove  of  the  adults*  room,  while  diree-foot  shelv- 
ing follows  the  inside  of  the  dividing  partitions,  providing  alto- 
gether room  for  over  1 5,000  volumes.  There  are  fifteen  tables, 
each  seating  nine  persons,  in  the  adults*  section  and  fifteen  in  that 
for  children,  providing  accommodation  for  two  hundred  and 
seventy  readers  at  a  time.  In  addition  to  the  main  room,  there 
is  a  private  room  for  the  branch  librarian,  and  work,  lunch  and 
toilet  rooms.  The  bookcases,  furniture  and  fittings  are  of 
stained  oak;  the  walls  are  tinted  a  light,  dull  yellow,  and  the 
ceilings  are  ivory  white,  better  to  reflect  the  light.  Floon 
throughout  are  of  cork  tile,  to  insure  against  noise.  The  archi- 
tect of  the  building  was  Mr.  J.  A.  Schweinfurth,  of  Boston, 
who  gave  careful  consideration  to  the  needs  of  the  branch,  and 
at  all  times  co-(^erated  most  cordially  with  the  Director  and 
other  library  officials. 

On  March  I,  1923,  a  new  room  for  adults,  adjoining  the  old 
room  used  for  both  adults  and  children,  was  added  to  die  Rox- 
bury  Crossing  Branch,  nearly  doubling  the  previous  floor  space 
and  permitting  an  extension  of  work  in  this  crowded  section  of 
the  city. 

REPORTS  FROM  THE  BRANCHES. 

The  reports  of  the  thirty-one  branches  of  the  Boston  Public 
Library  constitute  a  copious  volume  in  themselves.  They  afford 
a  comprehensive  insight  into  the  inner  life  of  the  whole  organiza- 
tion. Short  extracts  frcmi  these  reports  are  given  below.  They 
illustrate  the  specific  characteristics  of  the  different  branches. 
First,  however,  it  is  expedient  to  sum  up  certain  features  common 
to  all  the  reports. 

All  the  librarians  speak  of  a  great  increase  in  the  activities 

of  their  branches.     The  circulation  of  books  is  larger,  reference 

information  is  much  more  in  demand,  and,  after  school  hours, 

every  seat  is  usually  occupied.     "Our  library  is  really  a  com- 
i 
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munity  center  .  .  /*  is  a  frequently  recurring  phrase  in  the  re- 
ports, fully  justified  by  the  statistics. 

Because  of  these  growing  demands,  the  problem  of  the  loca- 
tion and  housing  of  the  libraries  becomes  increasingly  important 
The  Boston  Public  Library  has  some  fine,  modem  library  build- 
ings ;  others  are  fairly  good,  but  a  number  of  the  older  quarters 
are  to-day  entirely  to  small.  Frequent  are  the  complaints  of  the 
serious  inadequacy  of  these  buildings.  **The  quarters  are 
crowded  and  unattractive  .  .  .**,  is  an  often  repeated  phrase 
in  the  reports;  but  with  it  is  also  the  appeal:  **There  is  here 
a  great  opportunity  for  growth,  and  we  must  not  let  it  go  by 
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In  ^ite  of  many  handicaps,  the  work  done  in  the  branches 
was  very  satisfactory.  The  spirit  of  the  librarians — even  where 
the  conditions  are  the  most  difficult —  is  suggested  in  this  phrase 
from  one  of  the  reports:  **  *Keep  on  going*  was  our  slogan  in 
the  past,  and  will  be  also  in  the  future.** 

Second  only  to  the  problem  of  housing  is  that  of  the  branch 
book  collections.  These  are  constantly  changing;  old  or  un- 
used books  are  returned  to  the  Central  Library,  and  new  acces- 
sions fill  their  places.  The  weeding-out,  re-arranging  and  re- 
classifying of  the  books  is  constantly  going  on.  The  demand 
for  more  of  both  fiction  and  non-fiction  is  constant.  The  supply 
is  wholly  inadequate.  The  stock,  nevertheless,  is  diversified  and 
alive.  Many  joyous  references  have  been  made  to  the  growing 
juvenile  collections. 

Many  branches  are  located  in  districts  with  an  extremely 
heterogeneous  population.  The  reports  emphasize  the  need  of 
more  books  in  the  native  tongues  of  the  foreign-bom.  Many  of 
the  newcomers  are  eager  readers,  and  appreciate  library  privi- 
leges. Easy  English  books  help  the  process  of  their  Ameri- 
canization. The  librarians  are  conscious  of  their  obligation  in 
this  direction. 

The  third  problem  relates  to  the  staff.  Harmony  is  the  pre- 
valent note  in  all  the  reports.  The  branch  librarian  **cannot 
close**  her  report  without  referring  to  the  "helpful  co-operation 
and  loyalty*'  of  the  assistants.  There  have  been  some  necessary 
changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  different  branches,  and  it  takes 
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time  for  a  new  person  to  get  fully  acquainted  with  her  surround- 
ings, but  the  work  has  progressed  eversrwhere  smoothly  and 
without  interruption.  There  are  just  complaints  in  scmie  cases 
of  a  lack  of  sufficient  assistants.  The  growing  work  with  die 
children,  and  the  increasing  demand  for  reference  informatioo, 
call  for  more  help  dian  is  at  present  available. 

Regarding  the  work  widi  children,  co-operati(Mi  widi  die 
schools  was  closer  and  more  intensive  this  past  year  than  ever 
before.  The  process  of  depositing  new  collections  of  books  and 
pictures  in  the  schools  was  continued  and  extended.  The  libra- 
rians have  visited  many  of  the  schools  and  the  visits  have  uni- 
formly resulted  in  a  large  number  of  new  registrations. 

The  reference  work  for  adult  users  of  the  branch  system  b 
increasing.  The  libraries  constantly  seek  to  attract  more  men 
and  women  readers.  Closer  contact  with  the  big  industries  of 
the  neighborhood  has  been  an  outstanding  feature  of  the  year*s 
activities.  Suitable  book  collections  have  been  deposited  m 
many  factories,  and  the  attention  of  the  working  peq)le  has 
been  called  to  the  library  by  posters,  notices  and  personal  visits. 
Posters  placed  in  stores  have  attracted  many  strangers  to  die 
library.  The  use  of  electric  signs,  **movie**  advertisements  and 
news  notes  in  the  local  papers  have  become  more  general  during 
the  year  just  ended. 

**There  are  three  kinds  of  readers,**  one  of  the  reports  justly 
and  keenly  says,  *'those  who  love  to  read,  those  who  need  to 
read,  and  those  who  have  to  read.**  It  is  safe  to  say  that  die 
branches  did  their  best  to  develop  one  large  circle  of  readers: 
those  for  whom  reading  is  a  pleasure  and  a  spontaneous  inqiulse. 

Notes  from  the  separate  branch  libraries  follow : 

Allsion.  There  is  a  constant  demand  for  new  fiction.  The 
present  quarters  are  too  small  to  accommodate  the  public,  wfaidi 
is  growing.  The  branch  needs  more  shelving,  and  the  walls 
need  painting.     The  gain  in  circulaticm  was  4,107. 

Andrerv  Square,  The  year  was  a  busy  and  successful  one. 
The  branch  has  been  entirely  renovated,  much  to  the  comfort 
and  apparent  satisfaction  of  the  public.     Several  hundred  new 
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registrati<His  were  received,  and  the  circulation  increased  18,578. 
More  new  Polish  books  are  needed. 

Boy^lsion  Station.  This  is  die  library  nearest  to  four  gram- 
mar and  three  primary  schools.  Since  posters  have  been  placed 
in  the  store  windows,  strangers  in  increasing  numbers  visit  the 
library  and  apply  for  books.     The  gain  in  circulation  was  6,668. 

Brighton.  Every  year  the  branch  serves  more  and  more 
foreign  children.  Primers  and  easy  books  are  especially  in  de- 
mand. The  greatest  gain  in  the  circulation  has  come  from 
juvenile  non-fiction.  Half  of  the  readers  are  adults.  They 
ask  for  fiction,  but  the  supply  is  not  large  enough.  The  gain  in 
circulation  was  4,434. 

Charlestoivn.  The  district  has,  with  perhaps  one  exception, 
the  largest  number  of  transient  residents  served  by  any  branch 
library.  With  every  ship  that  docks  for  repair  work,  the  library 
has  a  new  group  of  readers.  Strangers  in  the  city,  they  find  the 
library  immediately,  and  use  it  freely  until  their  ship  sails.  Oc- 
casionally the  same  people  return  within  two  years,  renew  their 
cards  and  tell  of  libraries  at  other  ports.  The  lecture  hall  was 
more  used  this  year  than  at  any  time  since  the  year  of  its  opening. 
There  was  a  loss  in  circulation  of  2,105. 

City  Point.  This  section  has  an  extensive  foreign  population, 
the  largest  group  being  Italians;  then  follow  Lithuanians,  Ar- 
menians, Belgians,  Jews,  Dutch  and  Czechs.  By  registration 
and  the  distribution  of  ''easy**  books,  the  library  has  endeavored 
to  further  the  Americanization  process  among  them.  Many  of 
the  foreign  adults,  hardly  able  to  express  their  needs  in  English, 
ask  for  copies  of  the  classics  in  their  native  tongue.  Their 
buoyancy,  optimism  and  appreciation  of  library  privileges  give 
an  impetus  to  the  work.     The  gain  in  circulation  was  4,896. 

Codman  Square.  It  is  difficult  for  the  outsider  to  realize  how 
much  high  school  pupils  use  the  library;  they  come  morning, 
noon  and  night.  Many  adults  also  require  individual  attention. 
There  was  a  gain  in  circulation  of  9,719. 

Dorchester.     The  shelf-list  is  under  careful  revision.     Many 


[56] 

old  books,  which  had  not  been  off  the  shelves  for  years,  were 
transferred  to  the  Central  Library.  The  circulation  of  the  past 
year  shows  an  increase  of  7.798. 

East  Boston.  The  Branch  has  a  splendid  building  and  an 
excellent  collection  of  books,  but  the  number  of  staff-workers 
is  insufficient.     The  gain  in  circulation  was  4,973. 

FaneuiL  The  number  of  juvenile  readers  is  much  larger 
than  ever  before.  This  does  not  imply,  however,  that  the  brandi 
lacks  adult  patronage.  The  eldest  constant  reader  is  a  man  of 
103  years.     The  increase  in  circulation  was  2.060. 

Fellorves  Athenaeum.  The  gradual  change  in  the  population 
from  native-bom  Americans  to  Poles,  Letts,  Jews,  Russians, 
Italians,  etc.,  creates  a  demand  for  more  books  in  the  native 
tongues  of  the  foreign-bom.  The  stacks  are,  unfortunately, 
closed,  and  this  influences  the  circulation.  People  would  take 
out  more  books  if  they  were  allowed  to  browse  among  them. 
Loss  in  circulation,  7,452. 

Hyde  Park.  With  a  high  school  next  door,  several  large 
grammar  schools  and  many  college  students  in  the  district,  there 
is  an  unusual  opportunity  to  increase  the  usefulness  of  the  library. 
Unfortunately  the  staff  has  been  too  small  to  do  more  than  die 
routine  work.     There  was  a  gain  in  circulation  of  7,2 1 8. 

Jamaica  Plain.  So  many  writers,  artists  and  teachers  live  in 
this  district  that  the  librarian  plans  to  make  a  section  for  die 
works  of  Jamaica  Plain  authors.  Two  hundred  and  five  teach- 
ers reside  in  the  district,  ninety-six  of  whom  are  registered  card- 
holders.    Gain  in  circulation,  4,052. 

Jeffries  Point.  This  is  eminently  a  children's  library.  Only 
about  one-quarter  of  the  books  issued  are  for  adults.  There  are 
a  few  Italian  fathers  who  come  to  the  library,  but  their  wives  ap- 
parently do  not  find  time  to  read.     Gain  in  circulation,  4,932. 

Lower  Mills.  This  is  primarily  a  residential  section,  with 
comparatively  few  industries.  Parents  often  come  to  supervise 
their  children's  registration  and  to  talk  over  the  selection  of  books 
for  the  use  of  the  boys  and  girls.     Gain  in  circulation,  8,224. 
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Mallapan.  The  quarters  are  inadequate  for  such  a  growing 
library.  Much  more  could  be  accomplished  with  a  larger  book 
collection  and  more  assistants.  The  demand  is  for  the  better 
type  of  books.     Gain  in  circulation,  7»202. 

Ml  BoTvdoin.  During  the  greater  part  of  the  afternoon,  the 
library  is  crowded  with  pupils  from  the  neigjhboring  schools.  A 
larger  ^ace  for  adults  is  much  needed ;  in  spite  of  crowded  con- 
ditions, 4 1  per  cent  of  the  circulation  is  adult,  showing  a  gain  of 
8  per  cent  over  last  year.     Gain  in  circulation,  13,838. 

Ml  PleasanL  The  library  is  in  close  co-<^ration  with  the 
schools.  One  of  the  teachers  in  the  Parochial  School  has  been 
recently  transferred  to  Halifax,  N.  S.,  and  writes  from  there: 
''One  great  regret  is  mine :  we  have  no  library  for  children.  I 
wish  I  could  send  to  you  as  last  year  and  get  some  of  those 
charming  books.  But  the  land  of  Uncle  Sam  is  far  away  .  .  .*' 
Loss  in  circulation,  869. 

NepomeL  Most  of  the  patrons  are  old  residents, — families 
who  have  lived  here  for  generations.  While  in  most  of  the  other 
districts  the  children  carry  home  books  for  their  parents,  here  the 
parents  come  in  to  select  books  for  their  children.  Gain  in  cir- 
culation, 7,090. 

North  End.  .  The  library  does  not  give  the  people  food, 
clothing  or  other  material  comforts,  but  it  does  give  a  zest  for 
life  and  a  joy  in  living.  The  ideal  location  of  the  branch,  bring- 
ing the  library  into  close  contact  with  the  schools  and  social 
agencies  of  the  district,  has  helped  greatly  in  accomplishing  this 
end.  So  far  as  circulation  is  concerned,  the  branch  continues  to 
be  a  children's  library;  88  per  cent  of  the  books  are  issued  to 
children.  The  adult  room,  however,  is  well  patronized.  The 
circulation  shows  a  gain  of  1 0,970. 

Orient  Heights.  The  young  people  like  to  come  to  the  li- 
brary, for  they  know  that  they  can  get  what  they  want.  But 
the  attitude  of  the  older  people  is  different,  mainly  because  the 
place  is  unattractive.  If  the  branch  had  a  larger  room  and  more 
satisfactory  equipment,  the  demands  on  the  library  would  be 
much  greater.     Loss  in  circulation,  3,660. 
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Parker  Hill.  Last  spring  the  librarian  visited  the  schools, 
and  it  is  worth  noting  that  from  one  school  alone  she  received 
one  hundred  and  fifty  new  registrations.  The  work  with  the 
nurses  of  the  hospitals  in  the  vicinity  has  materially  mcreased. 
Reference  work  is  a  vital  part  of  the  service.  Loss  in  circula- 
tion. 5,378. 

RosUndale.  This  year  a  children's  room  was  establishedL 
which  has  proved  a  marked  success.  The  gain  in  circulati<m  is 
6739. 

Roxbury  Crossing.  The  activity  of  the  branch  has  increased 
in  all  its  phases.  This  is  due  in  part  to  the  addition  of  many 
new  books  and  to  the  opening  of  a  new  adult  room.  Many  of 
the  adult  patrons  now  prefer  to  stay  and  read  in  the  library. 
Tlie  reference  work  takes  an  increasing  amount  of  time.  Gam 
in  circulation,  1 ,958. 

South  Boston.  Nearly  every  nationality  is  represented  in  die 
district.  The  library  has  plenty  of  books  on  citizenship,  but 
should  have  larger  collections  in  foreign  languages.  There  are 
about  28,000  children  of  school  age  in  the  vicinity.  The  libra- 
ry is  destined  to  be  of  vital  significance,  but  in  the  present  quar- 
ters the  proper  extension  of  the  work  is  impossible.  The  library 
has  been  functioning  in  the  same  leased  rooms — one  flight  up 
from  the  street — for  more  than  fifty-one  years.  There  is  a  cry- 
ing need  for  a  new  and  independent  library  building.  Gain  in 
circulation,  14,364. 

South  End.  The  library  has  just  completed  its  first  year  in 
the  new  Municipal  Building,  llie  removal  was  accomplished 
without  closing  the  branch,  and  widi  no  inconvenience  to  the 
public.  The  whole  effect  of  the  new  quarters  is  agreeable,  rest- 
ful and  homelike.  Many  who  came  at  first  only  to  look  around 
the  building  are  now  constant  users  of  the  library.  In  ccmbrast 
to  most  of  the  branches,  the  majority  of  the  readers  are  adults. 
The  library  is  in  touch  widi  the  big  industries  of  the  vicinity, 
and  has  availed  itself  of  every  opportunity  for  publicity  which 
might  enlarge  its  field  of  usefulness.  Gain  in  circulatioo, 
12,139. 
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Tjfler  Street.  The  neighborhood  is  most  cosmopolitan  and 
heterogeneous.  There  are  a  great  many  Jews,  Italians*  Syrians, 
Irish  and  Greeks,  with  a  scattering  of  Armenians,  Lithuanians, 
Poles,  and  Giinese.  The  library  has  tried  to  get  in  contact  with 
the  latter  and  the  little  Chinese  children  come  to  the  library  in 
appreciable  numbers.  Members  of  die  staff  speak  a  number  of 
the  languages  of  the  district,  which  is  a  great  help  in  gaming 
new  registrations.  In  the  reference  room  every  seat  is  taken 
almost  every  night,  by  high  school  students.  Gain  in  circulation, 
2,297. 

Upharns  Comer.  A  more  adequate  children's  room  and 
more  trained  assistants  are  the  greatest  needs  of  this  branch.  Loss 
in  circulation,  1 0,526. 

Warren  Street  This  is  a  large  JewiA  centre.  The  new 
arrivals,  coming  frcmi  Russia  or  Poland,  are  anxious  to  acquire 
English  as  a  step  toward  becoming  citizens.  The  ambitious 
Russian  Jew,  who  has  read  the  works  of  Tolstoi,  Turgenev  and 
Dostoevski  in  the  original,  often  asks  for  the  same  bodes  in  En- 
glish. There  are  calls  for  Italian,  and  recently  for  Hungarian 
books.  There  are  five  elementary  Hebrew  schools  and  two 
Hebrew  colleges  in  the  district.  Most  of  their  students  visit 
the  library.  The  book  collection  ccmiprises  8,000  volumes,  and 
last  year  the  circulation  showed  an  increase  of  1 3,494. 

West  End.  The  library  district  is  a  small  city  in  itself,  only 
about  half  a  square  mile  in  territory,  but  with  a  population  of 
over  70,000  inhabitants.  The  West  End  can  boast  of  a  rail- 
road terminal,  a  magnificent  Esplanade  along  the  Charles  River, 
a  picturesque  Ghetto,  a  convent,  a  jail,  a  clinic,  a  playground. 
The  library,  once  a  church,  is  architecturally  beautiful,  an  his- 
toric landmark,  quiet,  dignified,  yet  active  within.  The  con- 
stituency is  most  heterogeneous.  As  a  result  of  the  re-arrang- 
ment  and  re-classification  of  the  books,  the  collection  is  a  fairly 
live  and  workable  one,  and  better  rounded  out  than  ever  before. 
The  estimated  number  of  visitors  is  about  ei^t  hundred  a  day ; 
the  gain  in  circulation  was  1 1 ,797. 

West  Roxbtay.     This  is  a  reading  community.     There  are 
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eifi^t  circulatmg  libraries  and  about  twenty  book  clubs  in  die 
vicinity  of  the  branch.  The  library  has  an  excellent  picture 
collection,  much  used  not  only  in  the  schools,  but  also  by  artists, 
Normal  Art  students,  etc.     Gain  in  circulation,  6,229. 

LECTURES  AND  EXHIBITIONS. 

The  course  of  free  lectures  was  given  without  change  as  an- 
nounced in  the  autumn.  As  customary,  the  lists  of  lectures 
given  under  the  auspices  of  the  Library  and  of  various  civic  and 
other  associations,  as  well  as  the  list  of  public  exhibitions  held 
at  the  Central  Library  from  the  fall  of  1 923  through  the  ^ring 
of  1924,  may  be  found  on  pages  71-76  of  the  Appendix. 

The  Central  Library  Lecture  Hall  was  used  every  week-day 
evening,  with  the  exception  of  Thursday,  by  the  Division  of 
University  Elxtension.  The  Division  also  used  the  hall  on  Fri- 
day mornings  and  Tuesday  afternoons,  and  on  six  Saturday 
mornings  for  lectures  in  French,  in  co-q[>eration  with  the  Alliance 
Fran^aise  and  the  Salon  Frangaise  de  Boston.  This  year,  as 
usual,  the  Ruskin  Club  held  its  fortnightly  meetings  on  Monday 
aftemobns.  On  the  alternate  Mondays  during  the  fall,  a  course 
of  ten  lectures  on  ^'Building  a  Better  Citizenship,"  by  Rev.  J. 
I.  J.  Corrigan  was  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  League  (A 
Catholic  Women.  The  hall  was  used  by  the  New  England 
Poetry  Club  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  month  for  a  series 
of  six  open  meetings  to  whidi  the  public  was  welcomed.  Fre- 
quent use  of  the  Lecture  Hall  has  also  been  made  by  organiza- 
tions holding  public  meetings,  or  annual  meetings  open  to  the 
public. 

As  suggested  last  year,  the  addition  of  a  motion  picture  equip- 
ment would  greatly  add  to  the  popularity  of  the  lecture  courses 
and  would  open  a  large  field  for  educational  work  with  children. 

STAFF  INSTRUCTION. 

An  attractive  series  of  courses  was  planned  for  the  benefit  of 
employees  of  the  Library  during  the  season  1923-24.  Four 
courses,  each  running  throughout  the  entire  scholastic  year,  were 
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offered,  two  arranged  through  the  Division  of  University  Elx« 
tension  of  the  State  Department  of  Education,  and  two  given 
by  members  of  the  Library  staff.     They  were  as  follows : 

1.  Modem  G)ntinental  Writers,  open  to  the  public,  in  fhret  series  (30 

lectures  in  all),  by  Prof.  Robert  E.  Rogers  of  the  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology,  whose  courses  in  English  and  American 
literature  have  proved  so  valuable  to  members  of  the  staff  and  the 
general  public  during  the  two  years  past 

2.  Elementary  Italian,  given  by  Miss  Eleanor  M.  Colleton  of  the  Han- 

cock School. 

3.  Work  with  Children,  given  by  Miss  Alice  M.  Jordan,  Supervisor  of 

Work  with  Children. 

4.  Reference  Work,  second  course,  continuing  the  work  of  the  previous 

year,  given  by  Mr.  Frank  H.  Chase,  Reference  Librarian. 

The  registration  of  library  employees  at  the  opening  of  the 
courses  was  promising:  Modem  Continental  Writers,  first  ten 
lectures,  34  employees,  second  ten,  2 1 ,  and  third  ten,  1 4 ;  Italian, 
30;  Work  with  ChUdren,  12;  Reference  Work,  1 5. 

The  appeal  of  Prof.  Rogers's  course,  which  offers  an  unusual 
opportunity  for  acquaintance  widi  recent  Eurc^an  literature, 
has  been  wide  and  the  lectures  have  been  attended  by  assistants 
in  a  number  of  other  libraries,  as  well  as  by  a  large  number  of 
the  general  public.  The  course  in  Italian  meets  a  long-felt  want 
in  enabling  library  employees  to  acquire  the  knowledge  of  an 
additional  language,  both  as  a  resource  in  the  performance  of 
their  duties  and  as  a  preparation  for  the  language  examination 
required  for  promotion.  The  courses  in  Work  with  Children 
and  in  Reference  Work  are  given  on  alternate  Thursday  morn- 
ings and  are  a  valuable  means  of  adding  to  the  usefulness  of  a 
number  of  the  branch  assistants. 

REPAIRS  AND  IMPROVEMENTS. 

In  order  to  improve  the  ventilation  of  the  public  Lecture  Hall 
in  the  Copley  Square  building,  a  new  ten-horse  power  air  wash- 
ing machine,  with  electric  fan  and  the  necessary  connections  with 
air  shafts,  has  been  installed.  The  lie^ting  of  the  West  Gal- 
lery in  the  Special  Libraries  Dq>artment  has  been  improved  by 
the  installaticxi   of  fifteen  300-watt  indirect  ceiling  fixtures. 
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During  the  past  twelve  months  a  cbmplete  new  equipment  has 
been  placed  in  the  men's  public  lavatory,  as  well  as  in  the  lava- 
tories used  by  the  men  and  women  employees  of  the  Central 
Library. 

Under  contract  dated  June  2,  1923,  the  Library  Bureau 
installed  the  two  remaining  tiers  of  steel  stacks  in  the  Annex  to 
the  main  library  building.  The  work  was  completed  and  ac- 
cepted on  January  12,  1924.  The  additional  floors  provide 
about  two  and  a  half  miles  of  shelving,  with  capacity  to  house 
over  1 00,000  volumes.  The  heating  and  lighting  contracts  are 
now  under  consideration  and  it  is  expected  that  the  equiiHnent 
will  be  completed  early  in  the  new  fiscal  year.  A  special  ai^ro- 
priation  of  $50,000  was  allowed  for  this  important  extension  of 
shelf  room. 

During  the  fall  a  new  boiler  was  installed  at  the  West  Elnd 
Branch.  The  interior  of  this  attractive  building,  the  old  West 
Church  edifice,  a  landmark  of  the  West  End,  has  been  freshly 
painted  throughout.  Major  or  minor  improvements,  consisting 
of  painting,  increased  shelving,  better  lighting,  etc,  have  also 
been  made  at  Andrew  Square,  Hyde  Park,  Mattapan,  Mt 
Bowdoin,  Parker  Hill,  Roslindale,  Roxbury  and  West  End. 

RETIREMENTS  AND  DEATHS. 

Chapter  521  of  the  Acts  and  Resolves  passed  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  Massachusetts,  1922,  entitled  "An  Act  providing  re- 
tirement allowances  based  on  annuity  and  pension  contributions 
for  employees  of  the  City  of  Boston  or  of  the  County  of  Suffolk,** 
became  effective  for  city  and  county  employees  on  February  1 , 
1923.  It  creates  the  Boston  Retirement  System  and  provides 
for  the  retirement  of  those  employees  who  grow  old  or  who  are 
injured  in  service,  and  for  aid  to  the  dependents  of  any  who  may 
be  killed  in  the  service.  The  plan  also  furnishes  a  method  of 
automatic  saving  to  those  who  do  not  remain  long  enough  to 
receive  retirement  allowances.  All  persons  who  entered  service 
after  February  I,  1923,  automatically  became  members  of  the 
retirement  system,  as  a  part  of  their  contract  of  employment. 

Under  the  operation  of  this  law  eighteen  employees  of  the 
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Library  Department  were  retired  during  the  fiscal  year  1 923-24. 
Included  were  Otto  Fleischner.  Assistant  Librarian   (iretired 
April  30),  entered  service  1891 ;  John  Murdoch,  first  assistant, 
Gitalogue  Department   (retired  March  31),  entered  service 
1896;    Elizabeth  Ainsworth,  Librarian,  Hyde  Park  (retired 
April  30),  entered  service  18%;    Helen  M.  Bell,  Librarian, 
Fellowes  Adienaeum,  Roxbury  (retired  May  31 ),  entered  ser- 
vice 1878;   Enuna  G.  Capewell,  Librarian,  Mattapan  (retired 
September  30) ,  entered  service  1 892 ;  Mary  A.  Hill,  Librarian, 
Dorchester  Lower  Mills   (retired  April  30),  entered  service 
1875 ;  Elizabeth  T.  Reed,  Librarian,  Dorchester  (retired  April 
30) ,  entered  service  1 873 ;  Mary  P.  Swain,  Librarian,  Jamaica 
Plain  (retired  .^ril  30) ,  entered  service  1 877 ;  Isabel  E.  Weth- 
erald.  Librarian,  Mt  Bowdoin   (retired  April  30),  entered 
service  18%;   Maud  M.  Morse,  Assistant,  Branch  Issue  Divi- 
sion  (retired  June  30),  entered  service  1877;   Ellen  A.  Eaton, 
First  Assistant,  South  Boston  (retired  March  31 ),  entered  ser- 
vice 1873;  Alice  M.  Wing,  First  Assistant,  East  Boston  (re- 
tired April  30) ,  entered  service  1 873 ;   Catherine  T.  Donnelly, 
Sewer,  Bindery  Deparment  (retired  July  31),  entered  service 
1908;    Lucy  E.  Soule,  Sewer,  Bindery  Department  (retired 
April  30),  entered  service  1891;    Charles  W  Karlson,  Elec- 
trician (retired  May  31),  entered  service  18%;   John  P.  Ma- 
lone.  First  Assistant  Elngineer  (retired  April  30) ,  entered  service 
1895;    Charles  W.  Murphy,  Assistant,  Elngineer  and  Janitor 
Department  (retired  October  25),  entered  service  1904;    and 
Mary  F.  Mullen,  Matron,  Central  Library  (retired  May  31), 
entered  service  1905. 

With  regret  are  noted  the  following  deaths  while  in  service: 
on  December  2 1 ,  Nellie  A.  Stone.  First  Assistant,  Hyde  Park 
Branch,  who  entered  service  in  1891 ;  and  on  March  1 3,  George 
Zittel,  Engineer,  Central  Library,  who  entered  service  in  1891. 

CONCLUSION. 

As  was  pointed  out  in  the  report  of  a  year  ago,  **the  time  has 
come  M^en  the  Library  either  must  lose  its  scholarly  standing  or 
must  fail  to  serve  the  great  reading  public  in  its  call  for  recrea- 
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tional  reading  and  the  less  solid  books  of  non-fiction,**  unless  in- 
creased  funds  are  at  the  disposition  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
Instead  of  being  among  the  three  or  four  notable  free  public 
libraries  of  the  United  States,  the  Boston  Library  must  be  content 
to  drop  into  the  second  class  of  these  institutions  of  learning. 
There  is  need  of  money,  not  cmly  for  books  of  all  kinds,  but  for 
extended  service  to  the  public  through  new  branches,  for  equip- 
ment of  a  more  modem  nature,  especially  in  the  Central  Library, 
and  for  a  greater  number  of  assistants,  adequately  trained  for  the 
professional  positions  in  a  great  educational  institution. 

The  Director  has  the  privilege  of  extending  for  the  last  time, 
with  feelings  of  regret,  his  appreciaticm  of  the  devoted  service 
given  to  the  Library  through  many  years,  by  those  ex-members 
of  die  staff  whose  employment  came  to  an  end  during  the  year 
under  the  Boston  Retirement  System.  A  report  will  seem  in- 
complete without  making  special  mention  of  die  worth  and  ser- 
vice of  Mr.  Otto  Fleischner,  associated  with  die  Library  since 
November  23,  1891,  and  Assistant  Librarian  from  January  12, 
1 900,  until  his  retirement  on  April  30,  1 923. 

On  October  26,  1923,  Dr.  Frank  Herbert  Chase,  who  en- 
tered the  service  of  the  Library  on  October  2,  191 1,  and  had 
been  Custodian  of  Bates  Hall  Reference  Department  since 
May  19,  1916,  was  appointed  to  the  newly  created  position  of 
**Reference  Librarian,  with  charge  of  all  matters  pertaining  to 
the  use  of  books  and  sudi  other  executive  work  as  may  be  en- 
trusted to  him  by  the  Director.'*  It  is  a  pleasure  to  commend 
the  zeal  and  interest  shown  by  Mr.  Chase  in  his  new  position. 

I  wish  also  to  acknowledge  the  loyal  support  during  the  year 
of  the  Chiefs  of  Departments,  the  Branch  Librarians,  and  the 
members  of  the  statf  generally  throughout  die  library  system. 
The  credit  for  the  effective  work  of  the  Library  is  theirs,  indi- 
vidually and  collectively. 

Charles  F.  D.  Belden, 

Director. 


APPENDIX. 


TABLES  OF  CENTRAL  AND  BRANCH  CIRCULATION. 


1918-19 

1919-20 

1920-21 

1921-22 

1922-23 

1923-34 

Central  Libraiy     . 

.      441.582 

507.038 

551.190 

591.640 

590.655 

576.997 

Branches: 

Brif^km 

58,764 

71.720 

75.273 

79.397 

83.238 

87.672 

Qiarleslowii 

70.828 

80.900 

91.455 

98.780 

101.140 

99.035 

OxiaiaB  Square 

78.694 

85.246 

91.721 

101.792 

103.810 

113.529 

Dorchester 

60.513 

68.173 

68.873 

703% 

67.810 

75.608 

East   Botlon 

94.971 

115.062 

111.813 

120.234 

120.993 

125.968 

HjdePmrk 

70363 

78.444 

79.592 

80.855 

82.498 

89.716 

Jamaica   Plain  . 

48.306 

55.771 

58.228 

60.507 

59.970 

64.022 

Ml    Bowdoin    . 

•  «  •  ■ 

•  «  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

83376 

98.961 

Nordi  End 

42.123 

59.676 

69.846 

85.187 

%359 

107329 

Roilindale 

•  •  •  • 

66.798 

73310 

80.879 

82.597 

89336 

*Rosbufy     . 

71.418 

74.024 

80.469 

80.933 

79.125 

71.673 

South   Botlon     . 

89.478 

100.602 

104.979 

121.194 

124.809 

139.173 

South  End 

87.465 

94.386 

99.751 

97.403 

99.543 

111.682 

Upham'e  Comer 

100.009 

111.186 

113.846 

119375 

120.257 

109.731 

Warren  Street   , 

»                 «    •    •    « 

88.720 

94.991 

104.412 

108.665 

122.159 

Weal  End  . 

.      107.181 

114.162 

123.137 

136.431 

142.470 

154.267 

West  Rozbury  . 

51.519 

55.273 

H956 

66.470 

74.970 

81.199 

Allslon 

41.217 

43.492 

41.369 

47328 

53.598 

57.705 

Andrew  Square 

27.266 

29.726 

30.761 

33.944 

33.413 

51.991 

Boybloa  Station 

33.163 

40.758 

44.829 

50.033 

55.672 

62340 

Qty  Point 

43.744 

33.784 

34.510 

30300 

38.381 

43.277 

Fanenil 

21.571 

22.626 

24.001 

24.913 

24.944 

27.004 

Jetfries  Point 

•  •  •  • 

■  ■  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

10309 

35.925 

40.857 

Dor.  Lower  Milii 

1       17.897 

18308 

18.040 

17.765 

17.577 

25.801 

Mattapan   . 

14.757 

16.351 

16.439 

20.499 

20.497 

27,699 

Mt.   Bowdoin 

53.200 

68,177 

73,620 

80.492 

•  •  •  • 

•  ■  •  • 

Mt.    Pleasant     . 

42.690 

48,098 

49.949 

57.562 

53.846 

52.977 

NepoDset    . 

18.474 

19.433 

22.630 

28.789 

33.263 

40.353 

Orient  Heights 

14.%7 

21.133 

21.934 

27,970 

34,240 

30.580 

Parker  Hill 

40.044 

52.846 

48.891 

49.209 

49.459 

44.081 

Rosliadale 

56.918 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  <  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  ■  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

Rosburr  Crossin 
Tyler  Street 

g      37.652 

43.232 

47.030 

57.609 

55.91 1 

57.869 

12.556 

15.587 

31343 

40,039 

39.973 

42,270 

Warren  Street 

78,723 
2.028.053 

•  •  •  ■ 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  >  •  ■ 

•  •  •  • 

Total    . 

2.300.732 

2.448.776 

2.672.646 

2.768,984 

2,922.861 

^Rcoamed  Fcllowes  Adienseum  in  1923. 
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The  net  gains  and  losses  in  circularion  are  presented,  apart 
from  the  totals,  in  the  following  form: 

VOLUMES. 

1918-19  lots  from  preceding  year 46.402 

1919-20  gain  over  preceding  year 272,679 

1920-21  gain  over  preceding  year 148,044 

1921-22  gain  over  preceding  year 223.870 

1922-23  gain  over  preceding  year 96338 

1923-24  gam  over  pieceding  year 153377 


USE  OF  BOOKS. 


CIRCULATION  FROM  CENTRAL  BY  MONTHS. 


Febniaiy.  1^ 

March, 

April. 

May. 

Jmie, 

July.        •; 

August, 

September, 

October. 

November. 

December, 

January,     1924 

Totals 


HOME  USE 

SCHOOLS  AND 

HOME  USE 

iNsrmmoNs 

THROUGH 

TOTAU. 

DIRECT. 

BRANCH  DEPT. 

THROUGH 
BRANCH  DEPT. 

33.845 

11.962 

15.804 

61.611 

32,054 

11,563 

16.165 

59.7B2 

32.050 

10.973 

16,685 

59.708 

28.829 

8.959 

18,965 

56,753 

23.746 

7.231 

16355 

47332 

18.043 

5.206 

2,240 

25,489 

20.035 

5.213 

2,100 

27348 

19.070 

4.697 

2.005 

26.042 

24.189 

6,955 

7385 

38.529 

32.498 

11,191 

12.500 

56.189 

33.558 

12.788 

15,700 

62,046 

30.911 

10.242 

15.015 

56.166 

328.828 


107.250 


140,919 


576.997 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  TOTAL  CIRCULATION. 


SCHOOLS  AND 
INSTITUTIONS. 


Central  Library:  "**• 

a.  Direct 328,828 

h.  Through  Branches  .         .        .         ,         107,250 
c.  Schools     and     Institutions     throng 
Branch  Department    . 

Branches: 

Alklon 

Andrew  Square 

Boylston  Station 

Brighton 

Charleslown 

City  Pomt 

Codman  Square 

Dorchester  .                          .        . 
Dorchester  Lower  Mills                        . 
East  Boston 

Carried  forward     ....       657,622 


140.919 


TOTAL. 


576.997 


57,705 

.... 

57J05 

51,991 

•  •  .  . 

51,991 

60371 

1,4^ 

62340 

53,789 

33,883 

87.672 

88,402 

10.633 

99,035 

43277 

.... 

43277 

105359 

7,970 

113.529 

64.082 

11.526 

75,606 

25,706 

95 

25.801 

106240 

19.728 

125.968 

85304 


742,926 
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Brmtght  forward 
Faaenil 

fFdlowes  AtheMMim 
Hyde  Puk 

{amaica   PUio 
Cniict   Point 
Mattepan    • 
Mt.  Dowdoiii 
Ml  PlaaiaBt 
Nupoiiif  t 
North  End. 
Orieal  Hdgbte 
Paiker  Hill 


Rozbury  Crotfiiig 
Soadi  BoHoD 
South  uia  • 
Tyler   Street 
Upham't  Comer 
Warren  Street 
West  End. 
WeM  Roxbwy 


HOME 

SCHOOLS  AND 

rnvTAt 

USE. 

INSTITUnONS. 

1 VI  Alas 

657.622 

85304 

742.926 

27.004 

•     •     •     • 

27.004 

57.685 

13.988 

71.673 

77.260 

12.456 

89.716 

52.022 

12.000 

64.022 

40.857 

•  •  •  • 

40357 

27.W9 

•  •  •  • 

27.W9 

97.974 

987 

98.%1 

52,977 

•  •  •  • 

52,977 

40353 

«  •  •  • 

40353 

104293 

3.036 

107329 

30.580 

•  •  •  • 

30.580 

44.081 

•  •  •  • 

44.081 

84.307 

5.029 

89336 

57.677 

192 

57.869 

120.018 

19,155 

139.173 

96.472 

15.210 

111.682 

41.730 

540 

42.270 

102.587 

7,144 

109.731 

121.088 

1.071 

122.159 

134.925 

19342 

154267 

66.488 

14.711 

81.199 

2.135.699 


210.165 


2.345364 


These  figures  are  condensed  into  the  following : 

Books  lent  for  home  use,  including  circulation  through 

schools  and  institutions. 


From  Central  Library  (including  Central  Library  books  ittued  ihioiigh  the 

branches) 

From  branches  (excluding  books  received  from  Central  Library) 


576.997 
2345.864 


Total 2.922.861 


Comparative. 

Central  Library  circulation   (eichiding 
schools  and  instituliotts) : 
Direct  home  use       .  344.970 

Throu|^  branches  and  ^reading  rooms      1 1 1 ,067 

Branch    Department    circulation    (ex- 
cluding schools  and  institutions): 
Direct  home  use 
From  branch  collections  1,439,907 

From  ^reading  rooms  .  545,718 

Schools  and  institutions  circulation  (in- 
cluding books  from  Central  throu^ 
the  Branch  system) 


1922-23. 


1923-24. 


456.037 


328,828 
107.250 


436,078 


2.135.^9 


1.985.625 


327322 
2.768.984 


2.135.699 


351.084 
2,922361 


tHidierto  known  as  Roxbury  Branch.      *  Classed  as  branches  in  1923-24. 
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Under  the  inter-library  loan  system  with  other  libraries  die 
following  use  of  bocJcs  for  the  purpose  of  serious  research  is 
shown  for  two  successive  year : 

1922-23.    1923-24. 

Voloaes  lent  from  diit  Library  lo  odier  libraries  in  Manacbuttli         1 344  1 .5% 

L«nf  to  libraries  outside  of  Manacbutettt 282  246 


Totals 1.626  1.842 

Applications  refased: 

From  libraries  in  Massachusetts 442  462 

From  libraries  outside  of  Massachusetts 1 10  92 

« 

Totals 552         "^ 

Borrowed  from  other  libraries  for  use  here 28  35 

The  classified  ''hc»ne-use**  circulation  of  the  branches  and 
reading  rooms  was  as  follows,  for  two  successive  years : 

1922-23.  1923-24. 

Branches:  volumes,  percentage.       volumes,  percentage. 

Fiction  for  adults .  435.081  30.31  665,125  312 

Non-fiction  for  adults  .  152.036  10.6  218.105  102 

Juvenile  fiction   .  537.641  37.5  7^.182  36.1 

Juvenile  non-fiction      .  309.622  21.5  477.813  22.4 

^Reading  Rooms: 

Fiction        ....       370.559         67.8 
Non-fiction  ....        175.159         322 

At  the  Central  Library  the  classified  ''home-use**  circulation 
shows  the  following  percentages : 

1922-23.  1923-24. 

percentages,   percentages. 

Fiction 47.864-  47.9 

Non-fiction 52.1 3-f-  52.1 

BOOK  ACCESSIONS. 

BOOKS  ACQUIRED  BY  PURCHASE. 

For  the  Central  Library :                                               1 922-23.  1 923-24. 

From  City  appropriation         ....        7.440  6,805 

From  trust  funds  income 4.701  4,032 

12,141      10337 

For  branches  and  reading  rooms: 

From  City  appropriation         ....       55,311  50,147 

From  trust  funds  income 4 

55311     5ai5l 

By    Fellowet    Athenaeum     (for    die    Roxbuiy 

Branch) 622  1,178 


Totals        ....  68.074  62,166 


^Classed  at  branches  in  1923-24. 
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Of  the  1,283  volumes  acquired  by  the  Fellowes  Athenaeum 
during  the  past  year,  IJ  78  were  purchases,  73  were  gifts,  and 
32  were  of  periodicals  bound. 

The  following  statement  includes  the  accessions  by  purchase 
combined  with  books  received  by  gift  or  otherwise: 


GENTRAL.       BRANCHES. 


AccctrioM  by  purchaie  (iackidiiig  1178  vohimei 

bjr  Fellowes  Atfiencnm) 10,837 

AeccnioiiB  by  sift   (inclndiiig  73  Tphiniei   for 

Fcllo%««s  Athencom) 9.082 

AccewioBs  by  Statistic«l  Department  ...  96 

Accewiom  by  eirhanRe 44 

AcceMioiw  by  penodicalt  bound   (including  32 

for  Fellowei  Athenaeum)         ....  1327 

Accenions  of  newvpapen  bound  ....  135 

22,021 


51.329 

2.052 

.... 
.... 

132 


TOTAL 
VOLUMES. 

62.166 

11.134 
96 

44 

1.959 
135 


53.513         75.534 


THE  CATALOGUE, 


Calalogoed  (new): 


Rccalnlosued 
Totek  . 


VOLS.  AND     —__- 
PARTS.         ""*»• 

1922-23. 
25.533        15.731 

4,127        

48.007       39.937 
14.056         7.178 

VOLS.  AND      __  _. 
PAKTS,          ™^- 

1923-24. 
22.172        14.471 
4.528 

48.616       42.113 
14.791         7.709 

91,723 

62346 

90,107       64293 

SHELF  DEPARTMENT. 

Tlie  number  of  volumes  shelved  and  thus  made  available  for 
public  use,  taken  from  the  report  of  the  Shelf  Department,  is 

Placed  on  the  Central  Library  dielvet  during  the  year: 
General  collection,  new  booki  (including  continuations)  ....        20,910 

Special  collections,  new  books  and  transfers 2.194 

Books  reported  lost  or  missing  in  previous  years,  but  now  found,  transfers 
from  brandies,  elc 1.493 


24.597 
Renored  from  Central  Library  shehres  during  die  year: 

Books  reported  lost  or  missing,  condemned  copies  not  yet  replaced,  trans- 
fen,  etc 10.066 


Net  gain.  Central  Library 14,511 

Net  gain  at  branches 9.436 

Net  gain*  entire  library  system 23,947 


n 
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The  total  number  of  volumes  available  for  public  use  at  die 
end  of  each  year  since  the  formation  of  the  Library  is  shown  in 
the  following  statement : 


1852-53      . 

• 

9.688 

1888  . 

505372 

1853-54      . 

• 

16.221 

1R89  . 

520.506 

1854^55      . 

• 

22.617 

1890  . 

536327 

1855-56     . 

• 

28.080 

1891    . 

556083 

1856-57      . 

• 

34,696 

1892  . 

576^37 

1857-58      . 

s 

70351 

1893  . 

597.152 

1858-59      . 

a 

78.043 

1894  . 

610375 

1859-60      . 

• 

85.031 

1895  . 

62aj97 

1860^1 

B 

97386 

1896-97 

663J63 

1861-62      . 

• 

105.034 

1897-98 

1862-63      . 

a 

110.563 

1898-99 

716350 

1863^64      . 

» 

116.934 

1899^1900 

746X3 

1864-65      . 

i 

123.016 

1900-01 

781377 

1865-66      . 

9 

130.678 

1901-02      . 

812J64 

1866-67      . 

> 

136.080 

1902-03 

835.904 

1867-68      . 

1                                 4 

144.092 

1903-04     , 

848384 

1868-69      . 

» 

152.796 

1904^5 

871350 

1869-70      . 

• 

160.573 

1905-06     . 

878.933 

1870-71 

f 

179^150 

1906-07      . 

903349 

1871-72      . 

192.958 

1907-08      . 

922348 

1872-73      . 

9 

209.456 

1908-09 

941324 

1873-74      .       . 

s 

260.550 

1909-10     . 

961322 

1874-75      . 

1 

276.918 

1910-11 

987266 

1875-76      . 

1                        t 

297373 

1911-12      , 

.     1.006.717 

1876-77      .       , 

»                        t 

312.010 

1912-13      . 

.     1.049311 

1877-78      . 

1 

345.734 

1913-14      . 

.     1.067.103 

1878-79      .       . 

360.963 

1914^15      . 

I.096.7Q2 

1879^80      .       , 

fl 

377.225 

1915-16     . 

.     1.121.747 

1880-81 

390.962 

1916-17      , 

.     1.139.682 

1881-82      . 

1 

404.221 

1917-18     . 

.     1.157326 

1882-83      . 

• 

422.116 

1918-19      . 

.     1.173.W5 

1883-84      . 

438.594 

1919-20      . 

.     1.197.496 

1884-85      . 

t 

453.947 

1920-21 

.     1.224310 

1885  . 

460.993 

1921-22      . 

.     1.258^11 

1886  ..        . 

»                        4 

479.421 

1922-23      . 

.     1.284.094 

1887   . 

1                        < 

492.956 

1923-24     . 

.     1308341 

Volumes  in  entire  library  tjrttem 

•        •        • 

.     1306341 

Volunes  in  die  branches  and  reading  roomi 

(      .       .        . 

334399 

These  volumes  are  located  as 

follows : 

Central  Library  .                          973,442 

East  Boston                                       21324 

AlUton 

4.469 

Faneuil 

3.766 

Andrew  Square  . 

4.050 

*FelIowes  AtheMeum  . 

36315 

Boyltton  Station  . 

4.657 

Hyde  Park          .         . 

33236 

Brighton 

18.000 

Jamaica  Plain 

17392 

Charlestown 

15.114 

Jeffries  Point       . 

2.402 

City  Point  . 

5.819 

Mattapan 

2264 

Codman  Square  . 

8.830 

Mt.  Bowdoin 

0509 

Dorchester  . 

13.546 

Mt.  Pleasant 

5.723 

Dorchester  Lowei 

-  Mil 

Is    ! 

1.711 

Neponset     . 

• 

■ 

3.I7I 

^Hitherto  known  as  Roxbury  Branch. 


mi 


North  End  . 
Oriaii  HeiRhb    . 
Parker  HiU 
Rotlindale   . 
RozborT  Cromng 
Smilh  BotiDD 


9377  Soudi  End  . 

4,025  Tyler    Street 

2,750  Upkam'i  G>nier 

10.736  Wanen  Street 

5.078  West  End  . 

18.872  West  Roxbury 


14,212 
4,680 

12,846 
8.740 

19,502 

12.961 


THE  PRINTING  DEPARTMENT. 

1922-23. 

Requintiona  received  and  filled 299 

Caid  CaUJogue  (Central  Library) : 

Titlet  exchiMve  of  automatic  reprint 12,816 

Cards  finished  (exclusive  of  extras) 184,666 

Card  Catalogue  (Branches) : 

Tides  (Printing  Dept  count) 480 

Cards  finished  (exchisive  of  extras) 27,967 

.        .                1.603 

Blank  forms  (numbered  series) 4^202,276 

Forms,  circulars  and  sundries  (outside  numbered  series)  .  30,352 

Catalogues  and  pamphlets 177,000 


1923-24. 
294 

13,962 
203.109 

704 

41.536 

2.518 

3,751,465 

83.446 

157.691 


THE  BINDERY. 


Number  of  volumes  bound  in  various  styles 

Magazines  stitched 

Vohmies   repaired 

Volumes  gunrded  . 

Maps  mounted 

Photographs  and  engravings,  &c.,  mounted 

Library  publications  folded,  stitched  and 


1922-23. 

48,544 

265 

2,141 

1,169 

64 

2,929 

175,532 


1923-24. 

52,483 

237 

2,245 

1.941 

65 

3.295 

157,161 


THE  LECTURES  OF  1923-1924. 

All  lectures,  except  those  marked  with  an  asterisk  (^)  were 
illustrated  with  lantern  slides. 

1923 

Oct    1 1 .      Famous  Mothers  of  History.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwin  Stodola 

and  Mignon  Rounds  Gowan. 
Oct      8.  *Art.    HuIdaGeist 

^American  Poetry.     Harriette  Fletcher  McKinnon.     (Ruskin 
Club.) 
G>Iumbus  Day  as  a  Get-Together  Holiday.     Frank  Chou- 
teau Brown.      (Boston  Conservation  Bureau.) 
Sunny  Italy  in  Art  and  Story.     Mrs.  James  Frederick  Hopkins. 
*The  Story  of  Joyce  Kilmer.    Rev.  William  M.  Stinson,  S.J. 
*The  Spirit  of  Recent  Poetry.    Rev.  Henry  Hallam  Saunder- 
son.     (Ruskin  Club.) 
The  Evolution  of  the  Garden.    Mary  Harrod  Northend. 


Oct  14. 

Ott  18. 

Oct  21. 

Oct  22. 


Oct   25. 


1 
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Oct.    28.   *A   Shakespearian   Tercentcnarv    and   its   Significance.      E. 

Charlton  Black.     (Drama  League  Course.) 
Nov.      I.     Wild  Life  in  the  Blue  Mountain  Forest     Ernest  Harold 

Ba3mes. 
Nov.     4.     Sunny  Hours  in  Sunny  Spain.    Francis  Henry  Wade,  M.D. 
Nov.     8.     Seal  Fishing  in  the  Arctic:    a  Personal  Experience.     George 

Allan  England. 
Nov.    II.     Elnglish   Cathedrals:    their   Architecture,    History   and  Le- 
gends.    Emily  M.  B.  Warren,  A.R.B.A.,  B.W.S. 
Nov.    1 2.  ^Industrial  Arts  Developed  by  Johta  Ruskin.    Mrs.  May  Simtii 

Dean.     (Ruskin  Club.) 
Nov.    14.  *Emilv  Dickinson.      Robert  SilUman  Hillyer.      (New  En- 
gland Poetry  Club.) 
Nov.   1 5.     Camping  in  our  National  Forests.    Philip  W.  Ayrcs.     (Fidd 

and  Forest  Club  Course.) 
Nov.    18.  *William  Byrd  and  his  Contemporaries.     Sarah  M.  GougJL 
Nov.  22.     Ancestor  Hunting  in  England.     J.  Gardner  Bartlett 
Nov.  25.     "Our  City  of  Boston  Today."     Hon.  Michael  J.  Murray. 

(Boston  Conservation  Bureau.) 
Nov.  26.  •The  British  Poets.     Charles  Hammond  Gibson.      (Ruikin 

Club.) 
Dec.      2.   *Reading  of  Shakespeare's  "King  Henry  IV,  Part  I."     By 

members  of  local  Shakespeare  Clubs.      (Drama  League 

(bourse.) 
Dec.      6.     What  Pictures  to  see  in  America.    Martha  A.  S.  Shannon. 
Dec.      9.     Imperial  India.    John  C.  Bowker,  F.R.G.S. 
Dec.    1 0.   *Agassiz  and  Ruskin  —  Interpreters  of  Nature.     Rev.  Daris 

Wasgatt  Clark.  D.D.     (Ruskin  Club.) 
Dec.      9.     Imperial  India.     John  C.  Bowker,  F.R.G.S. 
Dec.    12.  *Amy  Lowell.     S.  Foster  Damon.      (New  England  Poetry 

Club.) 
Dec.    13.     Skyline  Adventures.    Walter  Collins  O'Kane,  A. M.    (Field 

and  Forest  Club  (^urse.) 
Dec.    1 6.  *Bells  and  Bell  Ringing.     Mrs.  Arthur  A.  Shurtlef f. 
Dec.    17.  *Music:   Arranged  by  Mrs.  Arthur  H.  Davison.     Christmas 

Message.    Mrs.  Minnie  Meserve  Soule.     (Ruskin  Club.) 
Dec.    20.     The  Passing  of  the  Old  West.     Lt  Col.  Charles  Wellington 

Furlong,  F.R.G.S. 
Dec.   23.  *"The  Light  of  the  Star."    A  Christmas  Pageant     By  die 

Community  Service  of  Boston. 
Dec.   27.  ^Christmas  Reading:    "The  Story  of  the  Other  Wise  Man,** 

by  Henry  Van  Dyke.     F.  Beatrice  King,  assisted  by 

Jean  Wood  Lynch. 
Dec.   30.  ^Message  of  Music,  or  the  Art  Work  of  the  Future.     Mme. 

Beale  Morey. 
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1924 

Jan.       3.     Raphael  Sanzio,  Prince  among  Painters.     Charles  Theodore 

Camith. 

Jan.       6.     The  Making  of  a  Picture.     Philip  L.  Hale,  A.N.A. 

Jan.       9.   *Edwin  Arlington  Robinson.    Abbie  Farwell  Brown.     (New 

England  Poetry  Club.) 

Jan.     10.     Tip  Top  Times  in  the  Mountains:    Two  Weeks  Hiking  on 

White  Mountain  Trails  with  the  Field  and  Forest  Club. 
Rev.  Charles  W.  Casson.  (Field  and  Forest  Club 
Course.) 

Jan.     13.  *What  Women  are  doing  for  Music.     Mrs.  William  Arms 

Fisher. 

Jan.     M.  *What's  What  in  Books.    John  Clair  Minot    (Ruskin  Club.) 

Jan.     1  7.     "Boston  in  the  Next  Twenty-Five  Years."     His  Honor,  the 

Mayor,  James  M.  Curley.  (Boston  Conservation  Bu- 
reau.) 

Jan.    20.  *The  Contemporary  Movement  in  the  French  Theatre  from 

Antoine  to  Copeau.  Samuel  M.  Waxman,  Ph.D. 
(Drama  League  Course.) 

Jan.    24.     %\  Trip  to  Palestine.    Anton  Hanania. 

Jan.    27.     Adventures  of  a  Sage  Brush  Tourist  in  Wyoming.      (W. 

Lyman  Underwood. 

Jan.    28.  *Ruskin  in  the  Life  of  To-Day.    Rev.  Joseph  P.  MacCarthy, 

Ph.D.     (Ruskin  Club.) 

Jan.  31.  The  Wonders  of  the  Heavens.  Rev.  Manly  Bacon  Towns- 
end. 

Feb.      3.  ^Pirandello  and  the  Modem  Italian  Theatre.      Robert  E. 

Rogers,  A.M.     (Drama  League  Course.) 

Feb.      7.     The  Wonderland  of  America.     Mrs.  Arthur  D.  Ropes. 

Feb.  8.  *  105  th  Anniversary  of  the  Birth  of  John  Ruskin.  Dr.  Pay- 
son  Smith.     (Ruskin  Club.) 

Feb.    10.     Abraham  Lincoln.    Guy  Richardson. 

Feb.  1  1.  *The  Causes  of  the  American  Civil  War:  Lincoln  and  Web- 
ster.    Joseph  Whipple.     (Ruskin  Club.) 

Feb.     I  3.   ♦Sarah  Teasdalc,  "H.  D."  (Hilda  DooKtde  Aldington)  and 

Eldna  Sl  Vincent  Millay :  their  Treatment  of  the  Tlieme  of 
Love.    Joseph  Auslander.    (  New  England  Poetry  Club. ) 

Feb.    14.     The  Appalachian  Mountain  Club  Huts  and  their  Relations 

with  the  Trampers.  Milton  E.  MacGregor.  (Field  and 
Forest  Club  Course.) 

Feb.    1 7.  ^Organs  and  Choirs  of  Greater  Boston.     Henry  C.  Lahee. 

Fd>.    21.     A  Program  for  Washington's  Birthday.     Charles  F.  Read. 

(Boston  Conservation  Bureau.) 

Feb.    24.  *Shakespeare*s  Response  to  **What  the  Public  Wants.*'    John 

Livingston  Lowes,  Ph.D. 
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Feb.    25.     Bonnie  Scotland:    the  Land  of  Broom  and  Heather.     Mrs. 

Arthur  D.  Ropes.     (Rusldn  Chib.) 
Feb.    28.     The  World  in  its  True  Colors:    a  Travd-Talk.      Hekn 

Messinger  Murdoch,  F.R.P.S. 
Mar.     2.     Expressionism  in  the  Theatre.     Albert  H.  Gilmer.  A.M. 

(Drama  League  G>urse.) 
Mar.     6.     Italian  Gardens.     Robert  N.  Cram. 
Mar.     9.  *Books  and  Life.    Horace  G.  Wadlin,  Litt.D. 
Mar.    10.     Around  the  Bay  of  Naples.     Ellen  C.   Page.      (Ruskin 

Club.) 
Mar.    12.  *Carl  Sandburg.       Amy  Lowell.        (New  Elngland  Poetry 

Club.) 
Mar.    13.  The  Call  of  the  Mountains.     Le  Roy  Jeffers.      (Field  and 

Forest  Club  Course.) 
Mar.    1 6.  ^Master  Music  for  Young  People.     Malcolm  Lang. 
Mar.   20.     Our  Guardians  of  Life  and  Property.     Speakers  from  the 

Boston  Fire  and  Police  Departments.      (Boston  Conser- 
vation Bureau.) 
Mar.   23.   ^Fundamentals  in  the  Theatre,  Old  and  New.     F.  W.  C 

Hersey,  A.M.     (Drama  League  Course.) 
Mar.  24.  *The  Value  of  Critical  Literature.     Henry  Austin  Higgins. 

(Ruskin  Club.) 
Mar.  27.     Browning  and  Ruskin:    Prophets  of  the  Twentieth  Century. 

Agnes  Knox  Black. 
Mar.   30.     The  Bible  in  Stained  Glass.    Joseph  G.  Reynolds,  Jr. 
Apr.      3.     Gothic  Grandeur:    how  Rheims  Cathedral  was  built     Re?. 

William  M.  Stinson,  S.J. 
Apr.      5.  *Igor  Stravinsky:    "Le  Sacre  du  Printemps."     Laurence  V. 

Powell. 
Apr.      6.     Recreational  Opportunities  of  Boston.    Mrs.  Eva  W.  White. 

(Boston  Conservation  Bureau.) 
Apr.      9.   ^Robert  Frost.      Norreys  Jephson  O'Conor,  A.M.      (New 

England  Poetry  Club.) 
Apr.    10.     The  Revelation  of  Spain.     Ralph  Adams  Cram,  Litt.D., 

LL.D. 
Apr.    13.     William  Blake's  Interpretation  of  the  Book  of  Job.     S. 

Foster  Damon. 
Apr.    14.     Joan  of  Arc:    the  Genius  of  Patriotism.     Mrs.  James  Fred* 

erick  Hopkins.     (Ruskin  Club.) 
Apr.    17.     Southern  Utah  and  the  High  Sierras:    Our  New  National 

Parks.     George  H.  Browne,  A.M. 
Apr.    20.  *Music  of  the  Passover:    a   Program  for  Easter.      Henry 

Gideon,  A.M.,  and  assistants. 
Apr.   26.  ^The  Art  Ruskin  has  given  us.    Royal  B.  Famum.     (Ruskin 

Club.) 
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PUBLIC  EXHIBITIONS.  1923-1924. 
1923 

May      "Home  Sweet  Home**  Centemiial  exhibition  of  music  editions. 

Bernhardt  WalFs  series  of  etchings  **The  Russian  Players  in 
America**  and  a  collection  of  prints  illustrating  the  Moscow 
Art  TTieatre  Players  in  their  Boston  repertory. 
Shakespeare  First  Fobos  and  Quartos. 

Loan  collection  of  Czecho-Slovakian  glassware  and  other  art  hand- 
work, lent  by  W.  V.  Slocum  and  others.     Views  of  Czecho- 
Slovakian  cities ;  books  and  music  illustrating  national  costumes, 
folk-dances,  etc 
June       *'See  America  First**  a  collection  of  artistic  photos  of  American 
scenery  by  Thomas  Ellison. 
Books  and  prints  on  Freemasonry. 
July       Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  born  July  16,  1723.     Books,  color  prints, 

collotypes  and  photos  illustrating  his  work. 
Aug.      Views  of  Old  New  Elngland.    Historic  houses,  etc. 

Canadian  Pacific  Railway  color  posters. 
Sept.      Fifty  books  of  1923. 

Francis  Parkman. 
Oct.       "The  Holy  Experiment** —  color  reproductions  of  Violet  Oakley*s 
murals  in  the  Pennsylvania  State  Ca|Mtol. 
Reproductions  of  drawings  by  Old  Masters  in  the  Uffizi. 
Formal  gardens. 

Bibliographic   exhibition    commemorating    the    Tercentenary    of 
Shakespeare*s  First  Folio. 
Nov.      **The  Holy  Elxperiment,**  resumed  by  request 

Emily  M.  B.  Warren's  original  water-colors  of  Elnglish  church 

interiors. 
Photos  of  English  cathedrals  and  abbeys. 
Works  of  Saint  Augustin  (manuscripts  and  incunabula). 
Historical  book-bindings. 
Unpublished  letters  of  Emily  Dickinson. 
Dec.      Views  of  India. 

G>lor  prints  of  the  Nativity  and  the  Madonna  —  a  Christmas 

exhibition. 
New  books  suitable  for  Christmas  gifts. 
Reproductions  in  color  of  designs  for  S&vres  porcelain. 
Sir  Isaac  Newtoh*s  works  in  older  editions. 

1924 

Jan.       Color  prints  of  RaphaeFs  Madonnas. 
White  Mountain  scenery. 
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Frankliniana  —  manuscripts,  rare  editions,  old  prints,  etc.  from 
the  Library's  collection. 
Feb.       71m  Wonderland  of  America  (photographs). 

"House  Beautiful'*  cover-design  competition. 

"Round  the  World."  photographs  by  Heleki  M.  Murdoch. 

Galileo's  works. 
Mar.     Views  of  Italian  gardens. 

Beadle  collection  of  dime  novels,  lent  by  Dr.  Frank  P.  O'Brien. 

Tributes  to  Franklin,  collected  by  the  N.  Y.  Chapter  of  Soni 
of  the  American  Revolution. 

Stained  glass   (cartoons  and  examples),  loaned  by  Reynolds, 
Francis  &  RohnstocL 

Centenary  of  Beethoven's  Ninth  Symphony   (books  and  manu- 
scripts). 

History  and  art  of  Ireland. 
April     Massachusetts  Society  for  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals, 
poster-design  competition. 

Tributes  to  Charles  William  Eliot  on  his  ninetieth  Inrtfaday. 

Original  designs  for  picture-play  settings,  "The  Thief  of  Bagdad." 

Byron  centenary  exhibition  of  rare  editions. 

UST  OF  IMPORTANT  GIFTS  AND  GIVERS. 

The  following  list  comprises  a  selection  of  the  more  important 
gifts  of  the  year  with  names  of  the  givers : 

Academia  das  Sciencias  de  Lisboa.  Ten  volumes,  publications  of  the 
Academy,  including  four  volumes  of  a  series  commemorating  the  fifdi 
centenary  of  the  capture  of  Ceuta. 

Alden,  Frank  W.,  New  York.  The  descendants  of  Daniel  Alden,  who 
was  sixth  in  descent  from  John  Alden.     Private  edition.     1923. 

Ambassade  de  Belgique,  Washington,  D.  C.  Le  grand  voyage  du  Roi 
des  Beiges  aux  £tats-Unis  d'Amerique.  Par  Frank  Ansel.  Bruxelles. 
1921. 

Berg,  Francis  J.  Cyclopedia  of  engineering.  Chicago.  1920,  21. 
7  V.    Standard  American  Locomotive  Engineering.    Chicago.     1907. 

Boston  City  Messenger.  Boston,  1622-1922.  The  story  of  its  gov- 
ernment and  principal  activities  during  one  hundred  years.  By  John 
Koren.    Boston.    1922.    35  copies. 

Boston  Real  Elstate  Exchange.  Assessed  value  of  real  estate  in  Boston. 
1922,  1923. 

Bourdillon,  Mrs.  Agnes,  Oxford,  England.  Preludes  and  romances. 
London.  1908;  Moth-wings.  London.  1913;  A  lost  God.  Il- 
lustrations by  H.  J.  Ford.  London.  1891 ;  Aucassin  &  Nicolettc 
An  old  French  love  story.     By  Francis  W.  Bourdillon.     1897. 
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Bradford.  Gamaliel,  Wellesley  Hills.  Damaged  souls.  By  Gamaliel 
Bradford.    Boston.     1923. 

British  Museum.  The  fall  of  Nineveh.  A  newly  discovered  Babylonian 
chronicle  in  the  British  Museum.  Edited  by  C.  J.  Gadd.  London. 
1923. 

Buker,  Horace,  Rockford.  111.  Fifty-five  copies  of  the  Rockford  Re- 
public (1922),  containing  a  series  entided  'The  Cradle  of  Baseball," 
by  Horace  Buker. 

Codman,  Miss  Martha  C,  Washington.  D.  C.  The  journal  of  Mrs. 
JcAn  Amory  (Katherine  Greene)  1775-1777.  With  letters  from 
her  father,  Rufus  Greene.  Edited  from  manuscripts  by  Martha  C. 
Codman.    Privately  printed.    Boston.     1923. 

Conservatoire  Royale  de  Musique,  Bruxelles.  Catalogue  descriptif  & 
analytique  du  Musee  instrumental  du  Conservatoire.  Par  Victor 
Charles  Mahillin.    Numeros  1  i  3300.    Gand.     1893-1922.    5  v. 

Cook,  Theodore  Andrea,  London.  Leonardo  da  Vinci,  sculptor.  An 
illustrated  essay  on  the  Albizzi  Madonna,  formerly  known  as  the 
Signa  Madonna,  carved  by  Leonardo  in  1478.  By  Theodore  Andrea 
Cook.    London.     1923.    Sent  at  the  request  of  Mr.  John  S.  Sargent. 

Covey,  Arthur  S.,  Pelham  Manor,  N.  Y.  Nine  photographs  of  the 
mural  decorations  painted  for  William  Filene*s  Sons  Co.  by  Arthur 
Covey. 

Critchett,  C.  H.  Nineteen  directories  of  New  Elngland  cities  and  towns. 
For  the  Information  Room. 

Crosby,  Mrs.  Stephen  Van  R.  Seventy-nine  volumes  of  miscellaneous 
works  and  60  numbers  of  periodicals. 

Dexter,  George  B.  The  lure  of  amateur  collecting.  By  George  Blake 
Dexter.    Boston.     1923. 

Dixon,  Willis  Milnor,  Los  Angeles.  Kith  and  kin.  Containing  genea- 
logical data  of  the  families  Dixon,  Andrus,  Battin,  Beal  and  others. 
By  Willis  M.  Dixon.    Los  Angeles.     1922. 

Drama  League  of  Boston.  375  volumes  and  133  numbers  of  periodi- 
cals. This  gift  comprises,  in  books  of  plays,  the  work  of  seventy-five 
authors  represented  in  ninety-eight  different  titles,  all  standard  and 
largely  modem,  in  acting  editions  with  stage  directions;  in  periodicals, 
current  numbers  of  The  Theatre  Magazine  and  die  Theatre  Arts 
Magazine  and  the  publications  of  the  Drama  League. 

Elaton,  Miss  L.  W.  Scrap-book  of  programs  of  Boston  theatres,  1 876- 
1877. 

Edes,  Mrs.  Henry  H.,  Cambridge.  Annals  of  the  Harvard  Class  of 
1652.  By  Grace  Williamson  Edes.  Privately  printed.  Cambridge. 
1922. 

Fowle,  C.  H.,  Williamstown.  Yankee  Doodle,  1846-1847;  Sunday 
Mercury,  1848  and  1871 ;  New  York  Ledger,  1855-1856;  New 
York  Mercury.  1859. 
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Gallagher,  Sears.  Two  etchings  by  Sears  Gallagher:  Fishing  boats,  T 
Wharf;  In  the  Fenway. 

Gould,  Miss  Susan  C.  1 07  autographed  photographs,  portraits  of  cele- 
brated people,  presented  to  EHzabedi  Porter  Gould. 

Gray,  Roland.  200  volumes,  miscellaneous  works,  92  books  for  the 
bKnd  and  50  numbers  of  current  periodicals. 

Great  Britain.     Patent  Office.     Patents  for  inventions.     108  volumes. 

Green,  Mrs.  Georgia  R.  Harper*s  Elncyclopaedia  of  United  States  his- 
tory.   From  458  A.D.  to  1 907.    1 0  v. 

The  Grolier  Club,  New  York  City.  A  descriptive  catalogue  of  die  first 
editions  in  book  form  of  the  writings  of  Percy  Bysshe  Shelley,  based 
on  a  memorial  exhibition  held  at  the  Grofier  Club,  from  April  20  to 
May  20,  1922.    By  Ruth  S.  Grannis.    New  York.     1923. 

Hale,  Philip.     Three  volumes  for  the  Music  Collection. 

Harper,  Henry  Howard.  Letters  and  poems  of  Queen  Elisabedi  (Car- 
men Sylva).  With  introduction  by  Henry  Howard  Harper.  BostOD. 
1920.  2  v.;  Pope's  Episde:  ElcMsa  to  Abelard.  With  introduction 
and  notes  by  Henry  Howard  Harper.  Ori^nal  copperplate  etchings 
by  W.  H.  W.  Bicknell.  Boston.  1 923.  Both  printed  for  memben 
of  die  Bibliophile  Society. 

Heartman,  Charles  F.,  Metuchen,  N.  J.  The  Cradle  of  die  United 
States.  Contemporary  broadside,  pamphlets  and  books  pertaining  to 
pre^Revolutionary  troubles,  the  War  of  Independence  and  the  adoptioii 
of  the  Federal  Constitution.  Described  by  Charles  F.  Heartman. 
1 00  cofHes  printed. 

Hills,  Frederick  S.,  Albany.  Genealogical  notes  on  die  Smock  family  in 
the  United  States.  Compiled  by  John  C.  Smock.  Albany.  1922; 
New  York  State  men.  James  H.  Manning,  editor.  Albany.  1922. 
8  parts.  Portraits;  New  York  State  women.  James  H.  Manning, 
editor.    Albany.     1 922.    2  parts.    Portraits. 

Howland,  Gerald  S.  Have  faith  in  Coolidge.  By  Eugene  M.  Weeks. 
Boston.    1 923.    Twenty  o^xes. 

Johnson,  Frederick.  Genealogical  tables  of  the  Johnson  family.  To- 
gether with  additional  facts,  etc.,  relating  to  the  same  family.     1893. 

Jonnesco,  Madame  Marie,  through  Frederick  A.  DePilis,  New  York  City. 
Roumania.  By  Madame  Marie  Jonnesco.  Introduction  by  Queen 
Marie  of  Roumania.     New  York.     1 923. 

Kennedy,  Miss  Mildred.  758  photographs,  various  subjects,  including 
photografJis  of  foreign  architecture. 

Lebon,  Charles,  former  Professor  of  French  in  the  Elnglish  High  School 
219  volumes  of  French  history  and  literature  by  French  writers  of 
eminence.  This  collection  is  especially  strong  in  die  history  of  France 
and  includes,  besides  many  others,  the  historical  works  of  Micbelet, 
Lamartine.  Sainte-Beuve  and  Bossuet  There  is  also  an  interesting 
group  of  books  relating  to  Moli^re  and  an  edition  of  the  Complete  works 
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of  Moliere  not  possessed  by  this  library ;  an  edition  of  Ronsard's  Works 
in  ten  volumes,  published  in  1604.  and  Anthology  of  French  poetry, 
1 752— 1 866,  in  four  quarto  volumes. 

L^e,  Joseph.      1 06  volumes,  miscellaneous  works. 

Leonard,  Clarence  E.,  Yonkers.  N.  M.  The  Fulton-Hayden-Wamer 
ancestry  in  America.     By  Clarence  E.  Leonard.     New  York.     1923. 

Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art,  Trustees.  Robb  DePeyster  Tytus  Memo- 
rial Series :  The  tomb  of  Puyemre  at  Thebes.  By  Norman  de  Garvis 
Davies.  New  York.  1 922.  2  v.  Sent  at  the  request  of  Mrs.  Ed- 
ward J.  Tytus. 

Morss,  Mrs.  Everett  1 35  volumes  of  miscellaneous  works,  including  a 
number  of  volumes  of  fiction  and  86  periodicals. 

Moyer,  James  A.  Introduction  to  music  appreciation  and  history.  By 
Dorodiy  Tremble  Moyer.    Boston.     1 923.    2  copies. 

Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  Boston.  Catalogue  of  the  Indian  collection  in  the 
Museum.     By  Ananda  Coomaraswamy.     Boston.     1923. 

National  Shawmut  Bank  of  Boston.  The  port  of  Boston.  Prepared 
by  the  National  Shawmut  Bank.    Boston.     1923.    38  copies. 

New  York  State  Shorthand  Reporters'  Association,  Brooklyn.  Proceed- 
ings of  the  Association.  24  volumes  (completing  the  Library  file) . 

O'Connell,  William,  Cardinal.  Sermons  and  addresses  of  his  Eminence 
WilKam.  Cardinal  0*Connell.  Archbishop  of  Boston.  Boston.  1 922. 
7v. 

O'Reilly,  Rev.  James  T..  O.S.A..  Lawrence.  Controversies  between 
Royal  Governors  and  their  Assemblies  in  the  Northern  American 
Colonies.  By  John  F.  Bums.  O.S.A.  Privately  printed.  Boston. 
1923. 

Page,  L.  C,  &  Co.  Eight  of  their  publications,  including  The  new 
Poland,  by  Ncvin  O.  Winter.     Boston.     1923. 

Page,  Walter  Gilman.  Eight  photographs  from  paintings  by  Walter 
Gilman  Page. 

Peirce,  Mrs.  Helen  M.,  Northport,  Me.  Two  volumes  of  material  in 
manuscript  and  print  relating  to  the  recruiting  of  Massachusetts  troops 
in  the  Civil  War.  One  volume  consists  of  correspondence  chiefly  be- 
tween Brigadier  General  Richard  A.  Peirce  and  Governor  Andrew  and 
Edwin  M.  Stanton.  The  second  volume  contains  a  collection  of 
General  and  Special  Orders  issued  at  the  Headquarters  of  the  Adjutant 
General,  Boston,  1 863-1 864.  This  valuable  and  unusually  ccHnplete 
file  of  General  Orders  and  of  war-time  correspondence  has  been  placed 
in  the  20th  Regiment  Collection. 

Phoenix  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Phoenix,  Ariz.  Twenty-five  photo- 
graphs of  scenes  in  Elast  Central  Arizona,  including  farms  and  vine- 
"  yards,  the  Roosevelt  Dam,  the  two  great  canals  and  the  City  of  Phoenix. 

Quaritch.  Bernard,  London.  A  catalogue  of  books  printed  in  Europe 
during  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  centuries.     London.     1923;  A  cata- 
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logue  of  Elnglish  and  foreign  bookbindings  offered  for  sale  by  Bernard 
Quaritch.    London.     1 92 1 . 

Quincy,  Mrs.  Josiah  H.  Framed  picture  for  West  Roxbury  BrancL 
llie  panorama  of  the  Great  Wall  of  China. 

Rossi,  L  Melano.  Storia  letteraria  d*Iulia  scritta  da  wia  Sodeta  di 
Professori.  Milano.  1897.  9  v. ;  Storia  politica  dltalia  scritta  da 
una  Societa  di  ProfesM>ri.    Milano.     1897.    9  v. 

Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  of  Amsterdam.  Summaries  of  sdentific 
work  in  the  fields  of  oceanography,  meteorology,  etc.,  in  the  Indian 
Archipelago  and  adjacent  islands.    6  y. 

Sayler,  Oliver  M.  The  story  of  the  Moscow  Art  Theatre,  1 898-1923. 
Introduction  by  OKver  M.  Sayler. 

Schenkl,  J.  Pauline,  Elstate  of.  Seventy  three  volumes,  by  Lytton,  Schil- 
ler, Scott,  Thackeray  and  others. 

Schirmer,  G.,  through  Mr.  O.  G.  Sonneck,  New  York.  Six  volumes  of 
music,  folk  songs  and  operas.     For  Brown  G)llection  of  Music 

Schmitt,  Albert  Felix.  TKe  Albert  Felix  Schmitt  exhibition  held  at  die 
galleries  of  the  Boston  Art  Club,  1 92 1 ,  and  22  photographs  of  paint- 
ings by  A.  F.  Schmitt 

Sonneck,  O.  G.,  New  York.  Stu(£es  in  song.  6  pieces.  By  O.  G 
SonHeck.    For  the  Brown  Collection  of  Music 

Sprague,  Phineas  Warren.  (Through  C.  F.  Libbie  &  Co.)  The 
Spragues  of  Maiden.  Massachusetts.  By  George  Walter  Chamberlain. 
Privately  printed.    Boston.     1923. 

Second  Battalion  Armory.  New  York.  Second  Battaliim,  Naval  Militia, 
New  York.     Outline  history,  1897-1922.     (New  York.  1922.) 

Shepley,  George  L.,  Providence.  A  Rhode  Island  slaver.  Trade  book 
of  the  sloop  Adventure,  1 773—1 774.  From  the  original  manuscript 
in  the  Library  of  George  L.  Shepley.     Providence.      1922. 

Tudor,  Mrs.  Frederick,  Jr.  Photograph  of  painting  of  Rear  Admiral 
Charles  Stewart,  U.  S.  Navy,  by  Sully. 

Tuesday  Shakespere  Class.  (Through  Mrs.  Josiah  (Quincy.)  The  let- 
ters of  Horace  Howard  Fumess.  Boston.  1922.  2  v.  For  West 
Roxbury  Branch. 

U.  S.  Shipping  Board:  Emergency  Fleet  Corporation.  Planning  a  trip 
abroad.  Edited  by  Eldward  Hungerford.  New  York.  1 923.  Thir- 
ty-five copies  for  distribution  in  Branch  Libraries. 

Vassar  College  Library.  Vassar  mediaeval  studies.  Edited  by  Christa- 
bel  F.  Fiske.    New  Haven.     1923. 

Vocational  Committee  of  the  Boston  Branch  of  the  American  Associatioii 
of  University  Women,  through  June  R.  Donnelly.  A  check  for  ten 
dollars  to  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  material  on  vocations. 

Walsh,  Hon.  David  I.  Speeches  of  Hon.  David  I.  Walsh,  U.  S. 
Senate,  1 9 1 9-1 922.    Autographed  copy. 

Warner,  Joseph  B.,  Estate  of,  through  Roger  Warner.  Collection  of 
books,  miscellaneous  works.     302  volumes. 
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Waterman.  Wilfiam  C,  Estate  of.     A  painting  by  his  brother,  Marcus 

Waterman,  entided  "Hayfields**  (July). 
West  Roxbury  Woman's  Club.     Six  volumes,  including  The  life  and 

letters  of  Walter  H.  Page.    By  B.  J.  Hendrick.     2  v. ;   The  life  of 

Christ    By  Giovanni  Papini.    For  West  Roxbury  Branch. 
Whiting.  Miss  Lilian.     226  manuscript  letters  written  to  Miss  Whiting, 

many  from  Boston  authors,  to  be  added  to  the  Kate  Field  Memorial 

Collection,  established  through  former  gifts  of  Miss  Whiting. 
Dr.  Williams*  Trustees.  London.     Author  catalogue  of  additions  to  Dr. 

Williams*  Library,  in  the  yean  1900-1921.     Cambridge.     1923. 
Wilmington  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Wilmington,  N.  C.     History  of  the 

1 1 8th  Infantry,  6th  Brigade.  30th  Division.  U.  S.  A.    Operations  in 

Belgium  and  France.  1917-1919. 
Wright,  Henry  B..  New  Haven.     Yale  University.     The  Centennial 

celebration  of  the  founding  of  the  Yale  Divinity  School,  October, 

1922.    New  Haven.     1922. 

OFFICIALS  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

Director,  Charles  F.  D.  Belden. 

Reference  Librarian,  Frank  H.  Chase. 

Elxecutive  Secretary,  Delia  Jean  Deery. 

Auditor,  Adelaide  A.  Nichols. 


Bates  Hall  Centre  Desk.  Patent  and  NewH>aper  Department:   Pierce  E. 
Buckley.  Chief. 

New^aper  Division,  Frederic  Serex,  Assistant  in  Charge. 

Patent  Division.  William  J.  Ennis.  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Bindery  Department:   James  W.  Kenney,  Chief. 
Branch  Department:    Edith  Guerrier,  Supervisor  of  Branches. 

Central  Branch  Issue  Division,  Alice  V.  Stevens,  Assistant  in  Charge. 

Branch  Binding  Division,  Marian  A.  McCarthy,  Asnstant  in  Charge. 

Shiii^ing  Division,  Robert  F.  Dixon,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
*  For  Branch  Librarians,  see  page  82. 
Catalogue  Department:  Samuel  A.  Chevalier,  Chief. 

Card  Division,  T.  Francis  Brennan,  Assistant  in  Charge. 

Elditor  of  Pubfications,  Mary  H.  Rollins. 

Shelf  Division.  William  G.  T.  Roffe,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
CUldreii's  Department:    Alice  M.   Jordan,  Supervisor  of  Work  with 
Children. 

Children's  Librarian.  Central  Library,  Mary  C.  Toy. 
Engineer  and  Janitor  Department:   Henry  Niederauer,  Chief. 
Information  Office:   John  H.  Reardon,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Issue  Department:   Frank  C.  Blaisdell,  Chief. 
Ordering  Department:  Theodosia  E.  Macurdy,  Chief. 


[82] 

Periodical  Room:  Francis  J.  Hannigan,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Printing  Department:  Francis  Watb  Lee,  Chief. 
Registration  Department:  A.  Frances  Rogers,  Chief. 
Special  Libraries  Department:  Winthrop  H.  Chenery,  Chief. 

Fine  Arts  Division,  Walter  Rowlands,  Assistant  in  Charge. 

Technical  Division,  George  S.  Maynard,  Assistant  in  Charge. 

Music  Division,  Richard  G.  Appel,  Assistant  in  Charge. 

Barton  ^Ticknor  Division,  Zoltin  Haraszti,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Statistical  Department:   Horace  L.  Wheeler,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Stock  Room:  Timothy  J.  Mackin,  Custodian. 

^Branch  Librarians: 

Allston,  Katherine  F.  Muldoon. 
Andrew  Square,  Elizabeth  McShane. 
Boylston  Station,  Edith  R.  Nickerson. 
Brighton,  Marian  W.  Brackett. 
Charlestown,  Katherine  S.  Rogan. 
City  Point,  Alice  Murphy. 
Codman  Square,  Elizabeth  P.  Ross. 
Dorchester,  Edith  F.  Pendleton. 
East  Boston,  Laura  M.  Cross. 
Faneuil,  Gertrude  L.  Conliell. 
Fellowes  Athenseum,  Mary  E.  Ames. 
Hyde  Park,  Grace  L.  Murray. 
Jamaica  Plain,  Katie  F.  Albert. 
Jeffries  Point,  Margaret  A.  Calnan. 
Lower  Mills,  Nazera  Tradd  (acting). 
Mattapan,  Marion  C.  Kingman  (acting). 
Mt.  Bowdoin,  Beatrice  M.  Flanagan. 
Mt.  Pleasant,  Margaret  H.  Reid. 
Neponset,  Ellen  C.  McShane. 
North  Elnd,  Mary  F.  Curley  (acting). 
Orient  Heights,  Catharine  F.  Flannery. 
Parker  Hill,  Mary  M.  Sullivan. 
Roslindale,  Annie  M.  Donovan. 
Roxbury  Crossing,  Katrina  M.  Sather. 
South  Boston,  M.  Florence  Cufflin. 
South  End,  Margaret  A.  Sheridan. 
Upham*8  Corner,  Mary  F.  Kelley. 
Tyler  Street,  Theodora  B.  Scoff. 
Warren  Street,  Beatrice  C.  Maguire. 
West  End,  Fanny  Goldstein. 
West  Roxbury,  Carrie  L.  Morse. 


INDEX. 


Accessions,  2,  2&-33,  51,  68-69. 

AdmiiiistratioB  and  finance,  19-20. 

Allen  A.  Brown  Miuic  Library,  31,  42. 

Allston  Branch.  54. 

Andbvw  Square  Branck,  16,  54. 

Balance  ibeet.  ezpenics,  II.  13;  re- 
ceipt, 10,  12. 

Barton -Tkknor  Room,  42-43. 

Bates  Hall,  Centre  Desk  and  Reference, 
36-38. 

Bindery.  20.  21-22.  71. 

B<K>ksv  20-21 ;  accessions,  28-33,  76- 
81 :    circulation,  1 7,  28-33. 

BoylstoB  Station  Branch,  55. 

Branches,  3.  14-19.  50-60:  circula- 
tion. 50-51 :    reports,  52-60. 

Brennan,  Thomas  Francis,  appointment 
as  Chief  of  Card  Diiriston,  34. 

Brighton  Branch,  55. 

Business  Branch,  4. 

Card  Division,  creation  of,  34. 

Card-holders,  33. 

Cataloffue  and  Shelf  Department,  33^ 
34,  69-71. 

Charlestown  Branch,  55. 

Chase,  Frank  H.,  appointment  as  Refer- 
ence Librarian,  64. 

Children's  Department  and  Work  widi 
Children,  20,  22-23.  44-50;  instruc- 
tion, 61,  reorganization,  47-49. 

Circulation,  2,  3,  17,  19,  28-33.  43, 
65-68. 

City  Point  Branch.  15.  55. 

Codman  Square  Branch,  55. 

Connolly,  Msgr.  Arthur  T.,  elected 
president,  I. 

Co-operation,  23-24 

Director,  1,  8,  20;    report  of,  28-64. 

Dorchester  Branch,  15,  55-56. 

East  Boston  Branch,  16,  18,  56. 

Employees,  19,  81 -hB2;  instiuction,  24- 
25.  60-61 ;  retirements  and  deaths, 
62-63. 

Estimates,  2. 


Committee,  members  of,  6; 
recommendations  of,  26-27;  report  of, 
14-27. 

Exhibitions,  43,  60,  75-76. 

Extension  Service  Committee,  37. 

Fanenil  Branch.  56. 

Fellowes  Athenseum  Branch,  56. 

Finsmce,  balance  sheets,   10-13;    trust 
funds,  6.  7,  10-12. 

Fine  Arts  Department,  41-42,  43. 

Fleischner,  Otio,  retirement  of,  5,  6, 
64. 

Gskston,  William  A.,  appointed  trustee. 
I. 

Gifts  snd  bequests,  4,  76-81 . 

Government    Documents.       (See    In- 
formation Ofice.) 

Haraszti,  Zoltiln,  42. 

Hyde  Park  Branch.  16.  56. 

Information  Office,  39-40. 

Jamaica  Plain  Branch,  56. 

JeflFries  Point  Branch,  16,  56. 

Kirstein,  Louis  E.,  elected  vice  presi- 
dent,  1. 

Lectures,  60,  71-74. 

Librarian.     (See  Director.) 

Library  Life,  36. 

Library  statf.     (See  Empkyees.) 

Lower  Mills  Branch,  16,  56. 

Mattapan  Branch,  16.  32,  57. 

Mt.  Bowdoin  Branch,  16,  57. 

Mt.  Pleasant  Branch,  57. 

Music  Division,  42,  43. 

Neponaet  Branch,  57. 

Newspaper  Room,  20.  38. 

North  End  Branch,  18.  57. 

Open  Shelf  Room.     (See  Information 
Office.) 

Orient  Heights  Branch,  16,  57. 

Parker  Hill  Branch,  16.  58. 

Patent  Room.  38. 

Periodical  Room.  20.  40-41. 

Printing  Department,  20,  21-22,  71. 

Publications,  34. 
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Reading  Roomt.     (See  Brmncket.) 

Regittratton  Department,  33. 

Repairs  and  improvements,  3,  61-62. 

Roalindala  Branch,  58. 

Rozbury  Crotting  Branch,  16,  52,  56. 

Rozbury  Branch.  (See  Fellowet  Adie- 
ncum  Branch.) 

South  Boston  Branch,  18,  58. 

South  End  Branch,  16,  58;  new  quar- 
ters, 51-52. 

Special  Libraries,  22,  41-44. 

Story  Hour,  44-46. 


Teachers'  Room,  20,  47. 

Technology  Division,  42,  43. 

Trust  Funds,  expenditures,  10,  12;  re- 
ceipts. 1 1 :    statement  of.  6,  7. 

Trustees,  organization  of,  1 ;  rqx>rt  of, 
1-8. 

Tyler  Stivet  Branch,  17.  59. 

UniTersity  Extension  Courses.  25-26^ 

Uphams  Comer  Branch,   17,  59. 

Warren  Street  Branch,  16,  59. 

West  End  Branch,  16,  17,  18.  59. 

West  Roxbuiy  Branch.  59-60. 


Mi'i!;: 


Public  Library  System 
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TRUSTEES  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

ON  FEBRUARY  I.  1925. 


LOUIS  E.  KIRSTEIN.  President. 

Term  expires  April  30,  1929. 

WILLIAM  A.  GASTON.      ARTHUR  T.  CONNOLLY. 

Term  expires  April  30,  1925.  Term  expires  April  30,  1927. 

MICHAEL  J.  MURRAY.     GUY  W.  CURRIER. 

Tem  apiiet  April  30,  1926.  Tern  cxpiict  April  30,  1928. 


DIRECTOR. 

CHARLES  F.  D.  BELDEn! 


ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  UBRARY  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Trustees  of  the  PubEc  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston,  organized 
in  1 852,  are  now  incorporated  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  1 1 4,  of  the 
Acts  of  1878,  as  amended.  The  Board  for  1852  was  a  preliminary  or- 
ganization; that  for  1 853  made  its  first  annual  report  At  first  the  Board 
consisted  of  one  alderman  and  one  common-councilman  and  five  citizens  at 
large,  until  1 867,  when  a  revised  ordinance  made  it  consist  of  one  alder- 
man, two  common-councilmen  and  six  citizens  at  large,  two  of  whom  retired, 
unless  re-elected,  each  year,  while  the  members  from  the  City  Council  were 
elected  yearly.  In  1878  the  organization  of  the  Board  was  changed  to 
include  one  alderman,  one  councilman,  and  five  citizens  at  large,  as  before 
1867;  and  in  1885,  by  the  provisions  of  the  amended  city  charier,  the 
representation  of  the  City  Government  upon  the  Board  by  an  alderman  and 
a  councilman  was  abolished,  leaving  the  Board  as  at  present,  consisting  of 
five  citizens  at  large,  appointed  by  the  Mayor,  for  five-year  terms,  the  term 
of  one  member  expiring  each  year.  The  following  citizens  at  large  have 
been  members  of  the  Board  since  its  organization  in  1852: 

Abbott,  Samuel  Appleton  Browne,  a.m.,  1879-95. 
Appleton,  Thomas  Goud,  a.m.,  1852-56. 
Benton,  Josiah  Henry,  ll.d.,  1894-1917. 
Bigelow,  John  Prescott,  a.m.,  1852-68. 
Bowditch,  Henry  Ingersoll,  m.d.,  1865-67. 
BowDiTCH,  Henry  Pickering,  m.d.,  1894-1902, 
BoYix,  Thomas  Francis,  1902-12. 
Braman,  Jarvis  Dwight,  1869-72. 
Brett,  John  Andrew,  ll.b.,  1912-16 
Carr,  Samuel,  1895-96,  1908-22. 
Chase,  George  Bigelow,  a.m.,  1876-85. 
Clarke,  James  Freeman,  d.d.,  1879-88. 
CoAKLEY,  Daniel  Henry,  1917-19. 
Connolly,  Arthur  Theodore,  1916- 
CuRRiER,  Guy  Wilbur,  1 922  - 
Curtis,  Daniel  Sargent,  a.m.,  1873-75. 
De  Normandie,  James,  d.d.,  1895-1908. 
Dwight,  Thomas,  m.d.,  1899-1908. 
Everett,  Edward,  ll.d.,  1852-64. 
Frothingham,  Richard,  ll.d.,  1875-79. 
Gaston,  Wiluam  Alexander,ll.b.,  1923- 
Green,  Samuel  Abbott,  m.d.,  1868-78. 
Greenough,  William  Whitwell,  1856-88. 
Haynes,  Henry  Wiluamson,  a.m.,  1880-94. 
HiLUARD,  George  Stillman,  ll.d.,  1872-75;  76-77. 
Kenney,  Wiluam  Francis,  a.m.,  1908-21. 
KiRSTEiN,  Louis  Edward,  1919- 
Lewis,  Weston,  1868-79. 
Lewis,  Winslow,  m.d.,  1867. 
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Lincoln,  Solomon,  a.m..  1897-1907. 

Mann,  Alexander,  d.d.,  1908-23. 

Morton,  Ellis  Wesley,  1870-73. 

Murray,  Michael  Joseph,  ll.b.,  1921- 

PiERCE.  Phineas,  1888-94. 

Prince,  Frederick  Octavius,  a.m.,  1888-99. 

Putnam,  George,  d.d.,  1868-77. 

Richards,  William  Reuben,  a.m.,  1889-95. 

Shurtleff,  Nathaniel  Bradstreet,  ll.d.,  1852-68. 

Thomas,  Benjamin,  Franklin,  ll.d.,  1877-78. 

TicKNOR,  George,  ll.d.,  1 852  -  66. 

Walker,  Francis  Amasa,  ll.d.,  1896. 

Whipple,  Edwin  Percy,  a.m.,  1 867-70. 

Whitmore,  Wiluam  Henry,  a.m.,  1885-88. 

Winsor,  Justin,  ll.d.,  1867-68. 
The  Hon.  Edward  Everett  was  President  of  the  Board  from  1852 
to  1864;  George  Ticknor,  in  1865;  Wiluam  W.  Greenough, 
from  1866  to  April,  1888;  Prof.  Henry  W.  Haynes,  from  May  7. 
1888,  to  May  12,  1888;  Samuel  A.  B.  Abbott,  May  12,  1888,  to 
April  30,  1895;  Hon.  F.  O.  Prince.  October  8,  1895,  to  May  8, 
1899;  Solomon  Lincoln,  May  12.  1899.  to  October  15,  1907; 
Rev.  James  De  Normandie,  January  31,  1908,  to  May  8,  1908; 
JosuvH  H.  Benton,  May  8.  1908.  to  February  6,  191 7;  William  F. 
Kenney,  February  13,  1917,  to  May  7,  1920;  Rev.  Alexander 
Mann,  May  7,  1920.  to  January  22,  1923;  MsGR.  Arthur  T. 
Connolly,  April  13,  1923,  to  June  13,  1924;  Louis  E.  Kirstein, 
since  June  1 3,  1 924. 

LIBRARIANS. 


(Fiom  1658  to  1677.  ike  chief  euculive  ofioer  wm  called  Saperiateedert;  anoe  1923.  Dnectar.) 

Capen,  Edward,  Librarian,  May  13.  1 852  -  December  16,  1874. 

Jewett,  Charles  C,  Superiniendenl,  1858- January  9,  1868. 

Winsor,  Justin,  ll.d.,  SuperintendenU  February  25,  1 868  -  Septem- 
ber 30,  1877. 

Green,  Samuel  A.,  m.d..  Trustee,  Acting  Librarian,  October  1, 1877- 
September  30,  1 878. 

Chamberlain,  Mellen,  ll.d.,  Ubrarian,  October  1,  1878 -Septem- 
ber 30,  1890. 

DwiGHT,  Theodore  F..  Librarian,  April  1 3,  1 892  -  April  30,  1 894. 

Putnam,  Herbert,  ll.d..  Librarian,  February  11,1 895  -  April  30, 
1899. 

Whitney,  James  L.^  a.m..  Acting  Librarian,  March  31,  1899 -De- 
cember 21,  1899;  Ubrarian,  December  22,  1899  — January  31, 
1903. 

Wadun,  Horace  G.,  LITT.D.,  Librarian,  February  1,  1903 -March 
15,  1917;  Acting  Librarian,  Mmh  15.  1917-June  15.  1917. 

Belden,  Charles  F.  D.,  ll.b.,  Director,  since  March  15,  191 7. 


LIBRARY  SYSTEM,  FEBRUARY  1,  1925. 


Departments. 
tCenlral  Library.  Copley  Square  . 

tEast  Botloii  Branch.  276-282  Meridian  St.  . 

§Soulk  Boston  Branch.  372  Broadway  . 

ilFellowet  Athenaeum  Branch.  46  Millmont  St 

fOiarlettown  Branch,  Monument  Square 

fBrighton  Branch,  Academy  Hill  Road 

{Dorchetler  Branch,  Arcadia,  cor.  Adams  St 

^^wer  Mills  Branch,  Washington,  cor.  Richmond  St 

tSoulh  End  Branch.  I^wmnt  Atc.  and  West  Biookline  St 

tjamaiea  Plain  Branch.  Sedgwick,  cor.  South  St  . 

{Roslindale  Branch,  Washington,  cor.  Ashland  St 

fWest  Rozbury  Branch,  Centre,  near  Mt  Vernon  St 

§Mattapan  Branch.  7  Babson  St  . 

tNorlh  End  Branch.  3a  North  Bennet  St    . 

INeponset  Branch,  362  Neponset  Ave.  .        • 

§Mt  Bowdoin  Brandi,  Washington,  cor.  Eldon  St 

§AlIston  Branch.  138  Brighton  Ave.     . 

tCodman  Square  Branch.  Washington,  cor.  Norfolk  St. 

^Mt  Pleasant  Branch,  Vine,  cor.  Dudley  St 

^Tyler  Street  Branch.  Tyler,  cor.  Oak  St.    .        • 

fWest  End  Branch,  Cambridge,  cor.  Lynde  St.    . 

JUphams  Comer  Branch,  Columbia  Rd.,  cor.  Bird  St 

§Warren  Street  Branch,  392  Warren  St      . 

§Rozbury  Crossing  Branch,  208  Ruggles  St  .        • 

§Boylston  Station  Branch,  The  Lamartine,  Depot  Square 

§Orient  Heights  Branch.  1030  Bennington  St 

{Gty  Point  Branch,  Municipal  BIdg..  Broadway  • 

§Parker  Hill  Branch,  1518  Tremont  St       . 

tHyde  Park  Branch.  Harvard  Ave.,  cor.  Winthrop  St 

tFaneuil  Branch,  100  Broob  St  . 

§Andrew  Square  Branch,  3%  Dorchestor  St 

IJeiFries  Point  Branch,  195  Wdsster  St 


fOpENEO. 

May    2,  1854 
Jan.   28,  1871 
May     1.  1872 
July   16,  1873 
Jan.     5.  1874 
Jan.      5.  1874 
Jan.    25.  1875 
•June     7.  1875 
Aug.,        1877 
Sept.        1877 
•Dec     3,  1878 
•Jan.     6.  1880 
•Dec  27.  1881 
•Oct..         1882 
•Jan.      I.  1883 
•Nov.     I.  1886 
•Mar.  II.  1889 
•Nov.  12,  1890 
•Apr.  29,  1892 
•Jan.    16,M896 
Feb.     1.  1896 
•Mar.  16^  1896 
•May     1.  1896 
•Jan.    18^  1897 
•Nov.    I.  1897 
•June  25,  1901 
•July   18,  1906 
•July   15.  1907 
Jan.      1.  1912 
•Mar.    4.  1914 
•Mar.    5,  1914 
•Oct   15.  1921 


Tin  die  case  of  the  Central  Library  and  some  of  the  branches  the  opening  was  in  a 
different  location  from  that  now  occupied.  •As  a  deliv^sry  statioiK  fin  buildiag 
owned  by  City,  and  exclusively  devoted  to  library  uses.  %  In  City  building,  in  part 
devoted  to  odier  municipal  uses.  §  Occupies  rented  rooms.  ||  The  lessee  of  die  Fel- 
lowes  Athenaeum,  a  private  libraiy  association. 
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To  His  Honor  James  M.  Curley. 

Majfor  of  the  Cit]^  of  Boston. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston 
present  the  following  reports  of  its  condition  and  atfairs  for  the 
year  ending  January  31,  1925,  being  the  seventy-third  annual 
report 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  BOARD. 

Mr.  Louis  E.  Kirstein,  whose  term  as  a  Trustee  expired  on 
April  30,  1924,  was  re-appointed  for  a  term  ending  April  30, 
1 929.  The  Board  organized  at  the  annual  meeting  on  June  1 3, 
1924,  by  the  election  of  Mr.  Louis  E.  Kirstein  as  President, 
Judge  Michael  J.  Murray,  Vice-President,  and  Miss  Delia 
Jean  Deery,  Clerk. 

RECEIPTS  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

The  receipts  which  may  be  expended  by  the  Trustees  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Library  consist  of  the  annual  appropriation 
by  the  Mayor  and  City  Council,  and  the  income  from  Trust 
Funds  given  to  the  institution  and  invested  by  die  City  Treasurer. 
During  the  past  year  these  receipts  were : 


Anaual  approprialioii 

Special  approprialioii  (Annex  balance)       .... 

Income  from  Tnitt  Funds 

Unexpended  balance  of  Tniil  Funds  income  of  previous  year 


$828,567.00 
1 5.803.50 
24.852.54 
46.61 5.09 


$915,838.13 

Receipts  which  are  accounted  for  and  paid  into  the  City 
Treasury  for  general  municipal  purposes,  during  the  past  year 
have  been  as  follows : 

$13,437.15 

71.53 

415.68 

554.76 

1,019.75 

17^7 


From  sales  of  catalogues,  etc. 
From  commissions  on  telephone  stations 
From  sale  of  waste  paper    . 
From  pajrmenli  for  lost  books 
Interest  on  bank  deposits 


Total $15,516.54 
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ESTIMATES  FOR  1925. 

The  estimates  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Library  for  the  year 
ending  December  31,1 925  ( 1 1  months)  in  segregated  budget 
form,  are  as  follows : 

A  —  PenoMl  tcrvice $609.497jOO 

B  —  Service  other  dian  pertonal 109^77jOO 

C~  Equipment I24.26OJ0O 

D  — Suppliet 31328.00 

E  — Materials 20.370.00 

F  — Special  ilemt 792j00 

Total $895.524jOO 

ADDITIONS  TO  THE  LIBRARY. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  added  to  the  Central  Library 
and  branches  80,853  volumes  as  against  75,534  in  1923.  Of 
these  66,483  were  acquired  by  purchase  and  13,362  by  gift, 
exchanges,  etc.  The  total  expenditure  for  books,  periodicals, 
newspapers,  and  other  library  material  from  City  appropriaticm 
and  Trust  Funds  mcome,  was  $123,930.56.  The  total  number 
of  volumes  in  the  Central  Library  and  branches  is  1 ,388,896. 

CIRCULATION. 

The  total  number  of  books  issued  for  home  use  during  the 
year  was  3,132,194,  as  against  2,922,861  in  1923. 

This  year  was  the  fii^t  in  the  history  of  die  institution  when  the 
three  million  mark  in  home  circulation  has  been  exceeded.  As 
the  Director  has  pointed  out,  die  number  would  soon  be  doubled 
if  there  were  more  books,  more  branches  and  the  required  service 
to  meet  the  fast-growing  demands  made  on  the  Library  Depart- 
ment 

GIFTS  AND  BEQUESTS. 

The  Trustees  are  glad  to  report  two  important  bequests  during 
the  year  1924:  on  August  8,  a  check  for  $10,000  from  the 
estate  of  David  P.  Kimball,  funded  as  die  "David  P.  Kimball 
Fund,*'  the  inc(Hne  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  books,  in  ac- 
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cordance  with  the  terms  of  the  bequest;  and  on  November  28,  a 
check  for  $5,000  from  the  estate  of  Isabella  Stewart  Gardner, 
funded  as  the  ^'Isabella  Stewart  Gardner  Fund,**  the  income  to 
be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  material  for  the  Allen  A.  Brown 
Music  Library  as  a  memorial  to  B.  J.  Lang,  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  of  the  bequest. 

In  March  the  Trustees  accepted,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  Art  Commission,  a  bronze  memorial  tablet  to  those  members 
of  the  Library  staff  who  served  in  the  late  war,  presented  through 
the  Boston  Public  Library  Employees*  Benefit  Association,  by 
the  employees  of  the  Library.  The  tablet  was  placed  in  position 
in  the  court  of  the  Library  building  and  unveiled  with  appro- 
priate ceremonies  on  November  11,1 924. 

Many  important  gifts  of  books  and  other  library  material 
haye  been  received  during  the  year.  A  detailed  statement  of 
these  will  be  found  in  the  Director*s  report. 

TRUST  FUNDS. 

The  Trustees  welcome  bequests  of  money,  and  hope  that  gen- 
erous testators  may  remember  the  Library.  It  is  from  such 
sources  only  that  they  can  make  purchases  of  rare  works,  which 
give  value  and  rank  to  a  great  ^educational  institution,  but  for 
which  they  hesitate  to  expend  public  funds  appropriated  for  more 
popular  and  pressing  use. 

As  a  matter  of  interest  to  the  public,  the  Board  has  pleasure  in 
listing  herewith  the  present  trust  funds  of  the  Library,  widi  ex- 
planatory notes. 

Artz  Fund. —  Donation  from  MiSS  ViCTORINE  Thomas  ArtZ,  of  Chi- 
cago; the  income  of  this  sum  to  be  employed  in  the  purchase  of 
valuable,  rare  editions  of  the  writings,  either  in  verse  or  prose,  of 
American  and  foreign  authors.  These  books  are  to  be  known  as  the 
"Longfellow  Memorial  Collection.*'     Received  in  1896. 

IrtPesied  in  City  of  Boston  Four  percent  Bond      .       $10,000.00 

Bates  Fund  —  Donation  made  by  Joshua  Bates,  of  London,  in  March, 
1853. 

"The  income  only  of  this  fund  is  to  be  each  and  every  year  expended 
in  the  purchase  of  such  books  of  permanent  value  and  authority  as 
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may  be  found  most  needful  and  most  useful**       Payable  to  the 
Mayor  of  the  city  for  the  time  being. 

Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond      .       $30,000.00 

Bigelow  Fund  —  Donation  made  by  JOHN  P.  BiGELOW  in  August, 
1 850.  when  Mayor  of  the  city. 

The  income  from  this  fund  is  to  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of 
books  for  the  increase  of  the  library. 
Iwfestei  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond      .  $1,000.00 

Robert  Charles  Billings  Fund  —  Bequest  of  ROBERT  CHARLES  BlL- 
UNG8. 

**The  sum  to  constitute  a  permanent  fund  for  said  library,  to  be 
called  the  Robert  Charles  Billing  Fund,  the  income  only  to  be  used 
for  the  purposes  of  the  purchase  of  books  for  said  library.*'    Re- 
ceived in  1 903. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Three  and  one-half  per 

cent   Bonds $100,000.00 

Bowditch  Fund  —  Bequest  of  J.  IngeRSOLL  Bowditch.      Received  m 
1890. 

The  whole  income  in  each  and  every  year  to  be  expended  in  die 
purchase  of  books  of  permanent  value  and  authority  in  mathematics 
and  astronomy. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-<]uarter 

per  cent  Bond $10,000.00 

Bradlee  Fund  —  Bequest  of  the  Rev.  Caleb  Davis  Bradlee  to  Ac 
Boston  Public  Library.     Received  in  1897. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-half  per 

cent  Bond $1,000.00 

Joseph  H.  Center  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Joseph  H.  Center,  the  income 
thereof  to  be  at  all  times  applied  to  the  purchase  of  books  and  other 
additions  to  the  library.     Received  in  1905. 
Invested  in 

City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  ....  $1,000.00 

City  of  Boston  Three  and  one  half  per  cent  Bonds  38,300.00 

Cash  in  City  Treasury,  January  31,1 924    .       .  43. 1 4 


$39,543.14 

Children's  Fund  —  Bequest  of  JosiAH  H.  Benton  of  $100,000,  to  be 
held  as  "The  Children's  Fund,"  and  die  income  ai^lied  to  the  pur- 
chase of  books  for  the  use  of  the  young,  to  be  ai^Hed  for  those  pur- 
poses only  in  years  when  the  city  appropriates  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  Boston  Public  Library  at  least  tluree  per  cent  of  the  amount 
available  for  department  expenses  from  taxes  and  income  in  said  city. 
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In  any  year  when  the  city  does  not  thus  appropriate  at  least  three  per 
cent  of  the  amount  available  for  department  expenses  from  taxes  and 
income  in  said  City,  the  income  given  in  said  will  for  the  purchase 
of  books  shall  be  paid  to  the  Rector  of  Trinity  Church  in  the  City 
of  Boston  to  be  by  him  dispensed  in  relieving  the  necessities  of  the 
poor. 

IrtPesied  in 

City  of  Boston  Four  and  olie-quarter  per  cent  Bond       $1 5,000.00 
City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  ....         62,000.00 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  Three  and  one- 
half  per  cent  Bond 20.000.00 

Conunonwealth  of  Massachusetts   Four   per  cent 

Bond 6,000.00 

Cash,  January  31 ,  1924 II  7.74 

$103,117.74 

Clement  Fund  —  Bequest  of  the  late  Frank  Clement,  of  Newton,  to 
be  known  as  the  "Frank  Clement  Fund,"  the  income  to  be  applied 
to  the  purchase  of  books.     Received  in  1915. 

In»estti  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond      •         $2,000.00 
Henry  Sargent  Codman  Memorial  Fund  —  This  is  a  contribution  from 

the  friends  of  Henry  Sargent  Codman.  to  be  used  to  perpetuate 

the  memory  of  Mr.  Codman  by  the  purchase  of  books  upon  land- 
scape gardening. 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  subscribers  that  a  special  book  plate  shall  be 
inserted  in  each  one  of  the  volumes  purchased,  identifying  it  as  part 
of  their  memorial  collection.     Received  in  1 898. 

IrtPesied  m  City  of  Boston  Three  and  one  half  per 

cent  Bond $2,800.00 

Cash  in  Treasury,  January  31,  1924    .       .       .  54.41 

$2,854.41 

Cutter  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Abram  E.  Cutter  of  four  thousand  dol- 
lars and  his  library  of  books,  the  income  of  the  fund  to  be  expended 
for  the  purchase  of  books,  and  for  binding.     Received  in  1901. 
IrtPesied  in 

City  of  Boston  Three  per  cent  Bond  .         $4,000.00 

City  of  Boston  Four  and  one  half  per  cent  Bond  100.00 

Cash  in  Treasury,  January  31,  1924    .  .  40.00 


• 


$4,140.00 

Elizabeth  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Sarah  A.  Matchett,  late  of  Brookline, 
who  died  October  6,  1910,  the  object  of  which  is  stated  in  the  fol- 
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lowing  extract  from  her  wiO: 

"I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Trustees  of  the  PubGc  Library  of  the 
Gty  of  Boston,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  to  be  called  the  EJiza- 
beth  fund,  to  be  received,  held  and  securely  invested,  and  only  the 
net  income  therefrom  expended  every  year  in  the  purchase  of  such 
books  of  permanent  value  and  authority  as  may  be  most  useful  in 
said  Library." 

Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond      .       $25,000.00 

Daniel  Sharp  Ford  Fund  —  A  bequest  of  DaniEL  Sharp  Ford  to  dx 
Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston.     Received  in  1900. 

Irwesied  in  City  of  Boston  Three  per  cent  Bond    .         $6,000.00 

Franklin  Club  Fund  —  Donation  made  in  June,  1 863,  by  a  literary  asso- 
ciation of  young  men  in  Boston,  who,  at  the  dissolution  of  die  asso- 
ciation, authorized  its  trustees,  Thomas  Minns,  John  J.  French  and 
J. .  Franklin  Reed,  to  dispose  of  the  funds  on  hand  in  such  manner 
as  to  them  should  seem  judicious.  They  elected  to  bestow  it  on  the 
Public  Library,  attaching  to  it  the  following  conditions:  "In  trust, 
that  the  income,  but  the  income  only,  shall,  from  year  by  year,  be 
expended  in  the  purchase  of  books  of  permanent  value,  for  die  use  of 
the  free  Public  Dbrary  of  the  city,  and  as  far  as  practicable  of  such 
a  character  as  to  be  of  special  interest  to  young  men.**  The  trustees 
expressed  a  preference  for  books  relative  to  government  and  political 
economy. 
Im^esied  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one  quarter 

per  cent  Bond $1,000.00 

Isabella  Stewart  Gardner   Fund  —  Bequest  of   Isabella  Stewart 
Gardner. 

"To  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  Public  Library,  for  the  Brown 
Musical  Library,  for  a  memorial  to  B.  J.  Lang.**  Received  in 
1924. 

Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds     .  $5,000.00 

Green  Fund  —  Donations  of  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green  of  $2,000,  die 
income  of  which  is  to  be  expended  for  the  purchase  of  books  relating 
to  American  history.     Received  in  1 878  and  1 884. 
Imested  in 

City  of  Boston  Five  per  cent  Bond  ....  $    500.00 

City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  ....  1 ,000.00 

City  of  Boston  Three  per  cent  Bond      .       .       .  500.00 


$2,000.00 

Charlotte  Harris  Fund  —  Bequest  of  CHARLOTTE  HARRIS,  late  of  Bos- 
ton, the  object  of  which  is  stated  in  the  following  extract  from  her 
will:    "I  give  to  the  Charlestown  Public  Library  $10,000,  to  be 
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invested  of  interest,  which  interest  is  to  be  applied  to  die  purchase 
of  books  published  before  1 830.  I  also  give  to  said  PubUc  Library 
my  own  private  library  and  the  portrait  of  my  grandfather,  Richard 
Devens.*'     Bequests  accepted  by.  City  G>uncil,  July  31,  1877. 

Iwfestcd  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one  quarter 

per  cent  Bond $10,000.00 

Thomas  B.  Harris  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Thomas  B.  Harris,  late  of 
Charlestown,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Charlestown  Public  Library. 
Received  in  1 884. 

Imtsied  in  City  of  Boston  Five  per  cent  Bond      .         $1 ,000.00 

Hyde  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Frankun  P.  Hyde  of  Boston,  to  be  known 
as  the  "Franklin  P.  Hyde  Fund,"  the  income  to  be  applied  to  the 
purchase  of  books  and  other  library  material.     Received  in  1915. 

Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond      .  $3,600.00 

Cash,  January  31,  1924 32.40 


$3,632.40 
David  P.  Kimball  Fund  —  Bequest  of  David  P.  KiMBALL. 

"I  give  to  the  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston,  the  income  to 
be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books,  $10,000.*'     Received  in  1924. 

Imested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bcmds      .        $1 0,000.00 

Arthur  Mason  Knapp  Fund  —  Elxtract  from  the  will  of  Katherine 
Knapp:  "To  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  the  sum  of  ten  diousand  dollars  ($10,000),  to  be  known 
as  the  Arthur  Mason  Knapp  Fund,  of  which  the  income  only  shall 
be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  said  library.  And  I  hereby 
request  that  such  books  be  designated  with  an  appropriate  label  or 
inscription,  bearing  the  name  of  the  Fund."     Received  in  1914. 

Imested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bcmd  $10,000.00 

Abbott  Lawrence  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Abbott  Lawrence,  of  Boston. 
Received  in  1860.     The  interest  on  this  fund  is  to  be  exclusively 
aj^ropriated  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  said  library  having 
a  permanent  value. 
Itwesled  in  City  of  Boston  Three  and  one  half  per 

cent  Bond $10,000.00 

Edward  Lawrence  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Edward  Lawrence,  of  Charles- 
town. Received  in  1886.  The  following  clause  from  his  will 
explains  its  purpose: 

"To  hold  and  apply  the  income  and  so  much  of  the  principal  as  they 
may  choose,  to  the  purchase  of  special  books  of  reference  to  be  kept 
and  used  only  at  the  Charlestown  branch  of  said  Public  Library." 

Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond      .  $500.00 
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Mrs.  John  A.  Lewis  Fund  —  Bequest  of  ELIZABETH  Lewis,  to  be  known 
as  the  Mrs.  John  A.  Lewis  Fund:  *'I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Bos- 
toif  Public  Library  the  sum  of  $3,000  as  a  fund,  the  income  of  which 
is  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  such  old  and  rare  books  as  shall  be 
fitly  selected  to  augment  the  collection  known  as  the  John  A  Lewis 
Library."     Received  in  1 903. 

Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond       .  $5,000.00 

Charles  Greely  Loring  Memorial  Fund  —  Donation  from  the  family  of 
Charles  Greely  Loring,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  expended 
for  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  West  Elnd  Branch.  Received  m 
1896. 

Im^ested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  $500.00 

Charles  Mead  Fund  —  Bequest  of  CHARLES  Mead,  to  constitute  the 
Charles  Mead  Public  Library  Trust  Fund  for  the  promotion  of  the 
objects  of  the  Public  Library  in  such  manner  as  the  government  of 
said  library  shall  deem  best,  and  so  far  as  the  government  shall  deem 
consistent  with  the  objects  of  the  library  to  be  used  for  the  benefit 
of  the  South  Boston  Branch  Library.     Received  in  1896. 

Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one  half  per 

cent  Bond $2,500.00 

The  Oakland  Hall  Trust  Fund  —  By  an  interlocutory  decree  of  the 
Probate  Court  for  the  County  of  Suffolk,  the  amount  of  $1 1 ,781 .44 
was  received,  the  same  being  one-half  of  the  net  amount  received  from 
the  disposition  of  certain  property  held  by  the  Trustees,  under  an 
indenture  between  Amor  Hollingsworth,  Stminer  A.  Burt  and  Amor 
L.  Hollingsworth,  all  of  Milton,  Mass.,  and  John  H.  McKendry, 
of  Boston,  Mass.,  entered  into  the  sixth  day  of  August,  1 870.  The 
above  amount  was  accepted  by  the  City,  January  2,  1 924,  and  the 
Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  voted  to  invest  the  same  under  the 
name  of  "The  Oakland  Hall  Trust  Fund,*'  the  income  to  be  applied 
to  the  purchase  of  books  and  other  library  material  for  the  Mattapan 
Branch. 

Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds      .        $]  1 ,000.00 
Cash,  January  31,  1924 781.44 


$11,781.44 

John  Boyle  O'Reilly  Fund  —  Donation  received  from  the  Papyrus 
Club  to  establish  a  fund  in  memory  of  John  Boyle  O'Reilly,  late 
member  of  said  club,  the  inc<Nne  of  said  fund  to  be  devoted  to  the 
purchase  of  books  for  the  Boston  Public  Library.  Received  in 
1897. 

Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond      .  $1 ,000.00 
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Phillips  Fund  —  Donabon  made  by  JONATHAN  PhilUPS,  of  Boston, 
in  April,  1853. 

The  interest  of  this  fund  is  to  be  used  exclusively  for  the  purchase 
of  books  for  said  library. 
Iw^esied  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond      .       $10,000.00 

Also  a  bequest  by  the  same  gentleman  in  his  will  dated  September 

20.  1849. 

The  interest  on  which  is  to  be  annually  devoted  to  the  maintenance  of 

a  free  Public  Library. 

Imested  in  City  of  Boston  Three  and  one  half  per 

cent  Bond $20,000.00 

Both  of  these  items  are  payable  to  the  Mayor  of  the  city  for  the 
time  being. 

Pierce  Fund  —  Donadon  made  by  Henry  L.  Pierce.  Mayor  of  the  city, 
November  29,  1 873.  and  accepted  by  the  City  Council,  December 
27.  1873. 

IiwtsUd  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  $5,000.00 

Sarah  E.  Pratt  Fund  —  Bequest  from  SarAH  E.  Pratt.  late  of  Boston 
under  the  !4th  clause  of  her  will  for  the  benefit  of  the  Dorchester 
Branch.  $500.00. 

By  vote  of  the  trustees  the  bequest  to  be  funded  as  the  Sarah  E. 
Pratt  Fund,  the  income  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  books  for  the 
Dorchester  Branch.     Received  in  January.  1 922. 

Iwested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond      .  $1,400.00 

Cash  in  City  Treasury,  January  31,  1924    .       .  64.30 


$1,464.30 

Scholfield  Fund  —  Bequest  of  ARTHUR  ScHOLFIELD,  who  died  in  New 
York,  January  1  7,  1 883.  The  interest  to  be  paid  to  certain  heirs 
during  their  lives,  and  then  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books  of 
permanent  value.  The  last  heir,  Joseph  Scholfield,  died  November 
1 8,  1 889,  and  by  his  will  bequeadied  to  the  City  of  Boston  the  sum 
of  $1 1,766.67,  which  represents  the  income  of  said  fund  received 
by  him  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  to  which  was  added  $33.33 
accrued  interest  on  deposit  up  to  the  time  of  investment,  to  be  added 
to  the  fund  given  by  his  brother. 
Invested  in 

City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  ....       $32,800.00 
City  of  Boston  Four  and  one  quarter  per  cent  Bond  1 2,000.00 

City  of  Boston  Four  and  one  half  per  cent  Bonds  6,000.00 

City  of  Boston  Five  per  cent  Bonds  ....  II  ,000.00 

$61,800.00 
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Sewall  Fund  —  Extract  from  the  will  of  RiCHARD  Black  SewaU: 
"Tenth, —  I  bequeath  the  following  pecuniary  legacies  clear  of  lega- 
cy tax,  namely.  To  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  the  City 
of  Boston  $25,000  (twenty-five  thousand  dollars)  to  be  added  to 
their  funds  and  the  inccmie  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  boob." 
Received  in  1918. 

Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-quarter  per 

cent  Bond $25,000.00 

Skinner  Fund  —  Extract  from  the  will  of  FRANCIS  SkinneR: 

"£/even//i. —  All  my  books  and  Ubrary  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my 
son  to  be  enjoyed  by  him  during  his  life  and  after  his  death  to  be 
distributed  as  he  shall  appoint  among  such  public  libraries  as  he  shall 
judge  fit,  and  in  case  he  makes  no  such  appointment  then  to  the 
Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
*' Sixteenth. —  All  the  rest  and  residue  of  my  said  property  of  what- 
ever kind,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  Augustus  P.  Loring  and  J.  Lewis 
Stackpole  in  trust  to  pay  the  net  income  to  my  son  Francis  Skinner, 
Jr.,  during  his  life,  or  to  apply  the  same  to  his  maintenance  and  sui>- 
port,  or  the  maintenance  and  support  of  any  issue  of  his,  as  they  shall 
think  best  during  his  life ;  and  at  his  deadi  to  apply  the  income  to  the 
maintenance  and  support  of  his  issue  until  his  youngest  child  shall 
reach  the  age  of  2 1  years  and  then  to  distribute  said  property  among 
said  issue,  the  issue  of  a  deceased  child  to  take  the  share  a  parent 
would  have  taken  if  living. 

*'If  there  shall  be  no  issue  surviving  at  the  time  of  my  son*s  death, 
then  to  turn  the  said  property  into  cash  and  to  divide  it  equally 
among  the  following  legatees:  The  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  of  Boston,  Massa- 
chusetts, the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  the  Medical  School 
of  Harvard  University,  and  the  Free  Hospital  for  Women,  Brook- 
line,  Massachusetts.*' 
Invested  in 

City  of  Boston  Three  and  one-half  per  cent  Bond       $40,000.00 
City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds  ....  1 0,250.00 

City  of  Boston  Four  and  one  half  per  cent  Bonds  200.00 

1 6  shares  Worcester  Street  Railway  Company       .  1 ,280.00 

Cash,  January  31,  1924 2.14 


$51,732.14 

South  Boston  Branch  Library  Trust  Fund  —  Donation  of  a  citizen  of 
South  Boston,  the  income  of  wUch  is  to  be  expended  for  the  benefit 
of  the  South  Boston  Branch  Library.     Received  in  1879. 

Im^ested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-quarter  per 

cent  Bond $100.00 
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Mary  Elizabeth  Stewart  Fund  —  Beque$t  of  Mary  Euzabeth  STEW- 
ART of  $3,500  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  Public  Library.  Th« 
Trustees  voted  under  date  of  June  29,  1923,  that  the  income  be 
appUed  to  the  purchase  of  books  and  other  library  mattrial. 

Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  Cdtit  Bonds      •  $3,500.00 

Patrick  F.  Sullivan  Bequest  —  Elxtract  from  will:  **I  give  and  bequeath 
to  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  the  sum  of  five  thous- 
and dollars,  the.  principal  or  income  of  said  sum  to  be  expended  by 
them  for  the  purchase  of  Catholic  standard  books,  said  books  to  be 
approved  by  the  Archbishop  of  the  diocese  of  Boston,  Mass.,  or  by 
the  President  of  the  Trustees  of  Boston  College,  in  Boston,  Mass.** 
Received  in  1908. 

This  bequest,  together  with  interest  amounting  to  $339.61,  has  been 
expended  for  books. 

Ticknor  Bequest  —  By  the  will  of  George  Ticknor,  of  Boston,  he 
gave  to  the  City  of  Boston,  on  the  death  of  his  wife,  all  his  books  and 
manuscripts  in  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  languages,  about  four 
thousand  volumes,  and  also  the  sum  of  four  thousand  dollars.  After 
the  receipt  of  said  sums  the  city  is  required  to  spend  not  less  than 
one  thousand  dollars  in  every  five  years  during  the  twenty-five  years 
next  succeeding  (i.e.,  the  income  of  four  thousand  dollars,  at  the 
rate  of  five  per  cent  per  annum)  in  the  purchase  of  books  in  the 
Spanish  and  Portuguese  languages  and  literature.  At  the  end  of 
twenty-five  years  the  income  of  said  sum  to  be  expended  annually  in 
the  purchase  of  books  of  permanent  valiie,  either  in  the  Spanish  or 
Portuguese  languages,  or  in  such  other  laoguages  as  may  be  deemed 
expedient  by  those  having  charge  of  the  library.  The  books  be- 
queathed or  purchased  are  always  to  be  freely  accessible  for  reference 
or  study,  but  are  not  to  be  loaned  for  use  outside  of  the  library  build- 
ing. If  these  bequests  are  not  accepted  by  the  city,  and  the  trusts 
and  conditions  faithfully  executed,  the  books,  manuscripts  and  money 
are  to  be  given  to  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  College. 
In  order  that  the  city  might  receive  the  immediate  benefit  of  this 
contribution,  Anna  Ticknor,  widow  of  the  donor,  relinquished  her 
right  to  retain  during  her  life  the  books  and  manuscripts,  and  placed 
them  under  the  control  of  the  city,  the  City  Council  having  previously 
accepted  the  bequests  in  accordance  with  the  terms  and  conditions  of 
said  will,  and  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  received  said  be- 
quests on  behalf  of  the  city,  and  made  suitable  arrangements  for  the 
care  and  custody  of  the  books  and  manuscripts. 

Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-half  per 

cent  Bonds $4,000.00 
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William  C.  Todd  Newspaper  Fund  —  Donation  by  WiLLIAM  C.  ToDD, 
accepted  by  order  of  the  City  Council,  approved  October  30,  1 897. 
the  income  to  be  at  least  two  thousand  doUars  a  year,  to  be  ex' 
pended  by  the  Library  Trustees  for  newspapers  of  this  and  other 
countries. 

Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond      .       $50,000.00 

Townsend  Fund  —  Donation  from  William  Minot  and  William  Minot, 
Jr.,  executors  of  the  will  of  Mary  P.  ToWNSEND,  of  Boston,  at 
whose  disposal  she  left  a  certain  portion  of  her  estate  in  trust  for  such 
charitable  and  public  institutions  as  they  might  think  meritorious. 
Said  executors  accordingly  selected  the  Public  Library  of  the  City 
of  Boston  as  one  of  such  institutions,  and  attached  the  following  con- 
ditions to  the  legacy:  "The  income  only  shall,  in  each  and  every 
year,  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  use  of  the  library; 
each  of  which  books  shall  have  been  published  in  some  one  edition 
at  least  five  years  at  the  time  it  may  be  so  purchased.**  Received  in 
1879. 

Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Three  and  one-half  per 

cent  Bond $4,000.00 

Treadwell  Fund  —  By  the  will  of  the  late  Daniel  Treadwell,  of 
Cambridge,  late  Rumford  Professor  in  Harvard  College,  who  died 
February  27,  1872,  he  left  the  residue  of  his  estate,  after  payment 
of  debts,  legacies,  etc.,  in  trust  to  his  executors,  to  hold  during  the 
life  of  his  wife  for  her  benefit,  and  after  her  decease  to  divide  the 
residue  then  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees,  as  therein  pro- 
vided, and  convey  one-fifth  part  thereof  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Public 
Library  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

By  order  of  the  City  Council,  approved  May  1 7,  1 872,  said  bequest 
was  accepted  and  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  authorized  to 
receive  the  same  and  invest  it  in  the  City  of  Boston  Bonds,  UKome 
of  which  is  to  be  expended  by  said  Trustees  in  such  maimer  as  diey 
may  deem  for  the  b^t  interests  of  the  library. 

Invested  in 

City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-half  per  cent  Bond  .  $  1 ,000.00 

City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-quarter  per  cent  Bonds  3, 1  OO.OO 

City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds              .       .  9,850.00 

Cash  in  City  Treasury,  January  3 1 ,  1 924      .       .  37.69 


of  boston  hour  per  cent  Bonds 

in  City  Treasury,  January  31,1 924 


$13,987.69 

Tufts  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Nathan  A.  TuFTS,  of  Charlestown,  to  be 

known  as  the  "Nathan  A.  Tufts  Fund,"  the  income  to  be  applied 
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at  all  times  to  the  purchase  of  books  and  other  additions  to  the  library 
to  be  placed  in  the  Charlestown  Branch.     Received  in  1 906. 

Irn^ested  in  City  of  Boston  Three  and  one-half  per 

cent   Bonds $10,100.00 

Cash  in  City  Treasury,  January  31,  1924      .       .  31.77 


$10,131.77 


Twentieth  Regiment  Memorial  Fund  —  Donation  on  account  of  the 
Twentieth  Regiment  Memorial  Fund,  the  income  to  be  used 
for  the  purchase  of  books  of  a  miHtary  and  patriotic  character,  to  be 
placed  in  the  alcove  appropriated  as  a  memorial  to  the  Twentieth 
Regiment.     Received  in  1897. 

Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-quarter  per 

cent  Bond $5,000.00 

Wales  Fund  —  Extract  from  the  will  of  George  C.  WaLES  : 

"After  the  foregoing  bequests  I  direct  that  the  sum  of  five  diousand 
dollars  be  paid  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  the  same  to  be  held,  managed  and  invested  by  them,  so  as 
to  produce  an  income,  and  the  said  income  to  be  applied  to  the  pur- 
chase of  such  books  for  said  Library  as  they  may  deem  best"  Re- 
ceived in  1918. 

Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one<)uarter  per 

cent  Bond $5,000.00 

Mehitable  C.  C.  Wilson  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Mehitable  C.  C.  Wil- 
son, the  income  to  be  expended  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  the 
Boston  Public  Library. 

Im^esied  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds  $1 ,000.00 

Whitney  Funds  —  Bequests  of  James  Lyman  Whitney,  who  died  Sep- 
tember 25.  1910. 

Alice  Lincoln  Whitney  Fund  —  The  twelfth  clause  of  his  will  di- 
rected that:  One-tenth  of  said  remaining  income  of  the  principal 
fund,  I  direct  to  be  paid  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  to  be  held  and  accumulated  by  said  Trustees  and 
permanendy  invested  and  re-invested.  The  first  five  thousand  dollars 
of  income  so  accumulated,  including  the  income  thereon  arising  during 
the  period  of  accumulation,  I  request  to  be  funded  in  the  name  of 
my  sister,  Alice  Lincoln  Whitney,  and  the  income  of  said  fund  after 
its  accumulation  or  so  much  of  said  income  as  may  be  required,  to 
be  paid  to  such  employees  of  the  said  Library,  who  are  sick  and  in 
need  of  help,  as  the  Trustees  may  in  their  discretion  deem  most 


Wortliy  (diere  are  often  such  cases).     Any  amount  of  income  from 

said  accumulated  fund  not  needed  for  the  purpose  just  mentioned 

shall  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books  and  manuscripts. 

Imesied  in 

City  of  Boston  Five  per  cent  Bond  .... 

City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-quarter  per  cent  Bonds 

City  of  Boston  Four  Per  cent  Bonds  .... 


$  500.00 
1.000.00 
3,500.00 


James  Lyman  Whitney  Fund  —  The  Alice  Lincoln  Whitney  Fund 
having  been  established,  all  amounts  of  income  of  the  principal  fund 
paid  to  said  Trustees  after  the  accumulation  of  said  fund  of  five 
diousand  dollars  shall  be  held  as  the  James  Lyman  Whitney  Fund, 
and  invested  and  reinvested  and  the  income  used  in  equal  shares, 
one  share  for  the  purchase  of  rare  and  expensive  books,  and  one  share 
for  the  purchase  and  care  of  manuscripts;  one  half  at  least  of  the 
share  devoted  to  manuscripts  to  be  expended  for  their  cataloguing 
and  proper  care. 

* 

Imesied  in 

City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-half  per  cent  Bonds  .  $1 .200.00 

City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-quarter  per  cent  Bonds  2.000.00 

City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds  ....  4.700.00 

Cash  in  City  Treasury,  January  31,  1924    .       .  745.84 

$6,645.64 

In  addition  to  the  above  Mr.  Whitney  created  a  trust,  directing  that 
of  the  net  income  seven  hundred  dollars  a  year  be  paid  to  the  Trustees 
of  the  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  be  expended  on 
bibliographic  work  for  the  benefit  of  the  Library. 

Donations  —  Besides  the  preceding,  the  following  donations  have  been 
made  to  the  Public  Library,  and  die  amounts  have  been  appro- 
priated for  the  purchase  of  books,  according  to  the  intention  of  the 
donors,  viz. : 


J.  IngersoU  Bowditch 
Samuel  Appleton.  late  of  Boston 
Sally  Inman  Kast  Shepard 
James  Brown,  late  of  Cambridge 
Andrew  Carnegie 
Nathaniel  I.  Bowditch 
James  Nightingale 
Dorchester  and  Milton  Circulating  Library,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Dorchester  Branch  Library  . 


$6,600.00 
1.000.00 
1.000.00 
500.00 
960.75 
200.00 
100.00 

335.13 

$10,915.68 


L 
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kECAPITULATION  OF  PUBUC  UBRARY  TRUST  FUNDS. 


Artz   Fimd 

Bates  Fond 

Bigelow  Fund       .... 
Robert  Charlet  Billingi  Fund 
Bowditcli  Fund     .... 
Bradlee   Fund       .... 
Joiepb  H.  Center  Fund 
Qiildren't  Fund    .... 
Clement  Fund       .... 
Henry  Sargent  Codman  Memorial  Fund 
Cutler   Fund  .... 

EKzabelb  Fund      .... 
Daniel  Sharp  Ford  Fund 
Franklin  Club  Fund 
Isabella  Stewart  Gardner  Fund 

Green  Fund 

Ckarlotte  Harris  Fund  . 
Tbomaa  B.  Harris  Fund 

Hyde  Fund 

David  P.  Kimball  Fund 

Arthur  Mason  Knapp  Fund  . 

Abbott  Lawrence  Fund  . 

Edward  Lawrence  Fund 

Mrs.  'John  A.  Lewis  Fund  . 

Charles  Greely  Loring  Memorial  Fund 

Charles  Mead  Fund 

The  Oakland  Hall  Trust  Fund     . 

John  Boyle  O'Reilly  Fund  . 

Philfips    Funds       .... 

Pieice   Fund  .... 

Sarah  £.  Pratt  Fund    . 

Scholfield  Fund     .... 

Sewall   Fund  .... 

Skinner  Fund         .... 

South  Boston  Branch  Library  Trust  Fund 

Mary  Elizabeth  Stewart 'Fund 

Ticlmor  Fund        .... 

William  C.  Todd  Newspaper  Fund 

Townsend    Fund   .... 

Treadwell    Fund   .... 

Nathan  A.  Tufts  Fund  . 

Twentiedi  Regiment  Memorial  Fund. 

Wales   Fond  .... 

Mehitable  C.  C  Wilson  Fund 

Alice  Lincoln  Whitney  Fund 

James  Lyman  Whitney  Fund 


$  ICOOOiX) 

50.000.00 

1. 000.00 

100.000.00 

10.000.00 

1.000.00 

39,543.14 

103.117.74 

2.000.00 

2.854.41 

4.140.00 

25.000.00 

6.000.00 

1,000-00 

5.000.00 

2.000.00 

10.000.00 

1.000.00 

3.632.40 

10.000.00 

10.000.00 

10.000.00 

500.00 

5.000.00 

500.00 

2.500.00 

11.781.44 

1.000.00 

30.000.00 

5.000.00 

1.464.30 

61 .800.00 

25.000.00 

51.732.14 

100.00 

3.500.00 

4.000.00 

50,000.00 

4.000.00 

13.987.69 

10,131.77 

5.000.00 

5,000.00 

1.000.00 

5.000.00 

8.645.84 


$713,930.87 


NEEDS. 


The  Trustees  wish  to  call  special  attention  to  the  report  of  the 
Director*  which  contains  many  points  of  general  interest  about 
the  needs  and  conditions  of  the  Library.     From  tfiis  report  it 
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will  be  clearly  seen  that  a  larger  income  must  be  provided  for 
necessary  repairs  and  upkeep.  Attention  has  been  repeatedly 
called  to  the  pressing  physical  needs  of  the  Library.  It  is  false 
economy  to  postpone  from  year  to  year  the  rqpairs  and  improve- 
ments which  are  so  urgently  required. 

Much  has  been  done  and  still  more  can  be  done  by  the  Public 
Library  of  the  City  of  Boston  with  its  present  collections  and  its 
incomplete  personnel.  But  if  it  is  to  keep  in  the  front  rank  of 
educational  institutions  and  serve  as  it  should  the  demands  of  an 
eager  general  public  it  must  do  several  things.  It  must  first  set  its 
house  in  order  —  must  make  suitable  for  occupancy  and  service 
its  main  building  and  branches  and  must  have  an  income  sufficient 
for  keeping  them  in  proper  condition.  Even  more  important, 
however,  is  the  necessity  of  rounding  out  and  constantly  adding 
to  its  great  collections  for  the  use  of  scholars  and  of  extending 
its  service  to  the  general  reading  public  through  the  acquisition  of 
a  larger  number  of  the  more  popular  books,  especially  books 
other  than  fiction,  for  both  the  branches  and  the  Central  Library. 

THE  WEST  END  BRANCH. 

In  September  the  Trustees  received  notice  from  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  of  the  taking  of  3, 11 9  square  feet  of  land 
from  the  West  End  Branch  Library  property  on  Cambridge 
Street,  for  highway  purposes,  with  an  award  of  $24,500.  In 
January,  1925,  under  a  ruling  of  the  Law  Department,  this 
award  was  cancelled  and  rescinded,  inasmuch  as  the  title  of  the 
property  was  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

FINES  FOR  YOUNGER  BORROWERS. 

On  January  9,  1925,  the  Director  reported  that  the  rule  of 
the  Trustees  of  November  23,  1903,  authorizing  the  remittance 
at  the  end  of  six  months  of  fines  charged  against  borrowers  under 
1 6  years  of  age,  was  unsatisfactory  in  many  ways,  and  rec<Mn- 
mended  that  the  practice  be  discontinued  and  that  fines  for  such 
borrowers  be  reduced  to  one  cent  for  each  day  beyond  the  time 
for  which  the  book  was  lent,  and  payment  of  the  same  required 
before  the  borrowing  privileges  be  restored. 
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The  reciHnmendation  was  approved  and  adopted,  to  take  ef- 
fect February  1,  1925,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  convenient. 

EXAMINING  COMMITTEE. 

The  Trustees  gratefully  acknowledge  the  assistance  rendered 
by  the  Examining  Committee  of  the  year.  It  appears  that  the 
Library  can  always  rely  on  the  generous  and  cheerful  assistance 
of  the  best  citizens  whenever  they  are  asked  to  render  it  service. 
The  recommendations  of  the  Committee  deserve  and  have  re- 
ceived careful  attention.  The  Committee  for  1924—25,  con- 
sisted of : 

Mr.  Gordon  Abbott.  Mr.  Jacob  J.  Kaplan. 

Rev.  William  J.  Barry.  Mr.  John  C.  Kilcy. 

John  T.  Bottomley,  M.D.  Mr.  Malcolm  Lang. 

Mrs.  I.  Tucker  Burr.  Hon.  Frank  Leveroni. 

Miss  Ida  M.  Cannon.  Mrs.  Joseph  T.  Mponey. 

Mr.  Mollis  French.  Mrs.  Fred  L.  Pigeon. 

Mr.  John  I.  Fitzgerald.  Miss  Mary  Ranney. 

Mr.  Henry  Lewis  Johnson.  Rev.  Lymgn  V.  Rutledge. 

Miss  Sara  H.  Stites. 

The  helpful  and  suggestive  report  of  the  Committee  is  ap- 
pended to  the  report  of  the  Trustees. 

CONCLUSION. 

The  Trustees  feel  that  the  service  of  the  Library  has  been  well 
administered  during  the  year.  This  has  been  in  a  large  degree 
due  to  the  efficient  and  loyal  service  of  the  Director  and  his  staff. 

Each  year  since  the  adoption  of  the  Boston  Retirement  Act, 
the  Library  has  been  deprived  of  a  number  of  employees.  To 
these  employees  of  long  and  faithful  service  the  Library  owes 
much,  and  the  Trustees  cannot  conclude  their  report  without  an 
expression  of  their  appreciation  of  such  service. 

Louis  E.  Kirstein, 
Michael  J.  Murray, 
William  A.  Gaston, 
Arthur  T.  Connolly, 
Guy  W.  Currier. 
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BALANCE  SHEET.  RECEIPTS  AND 


Dr. 


Central  Library  and  Branches: 
To  ezpendituKs  for 

Permanent   employees    (exclusive    of    Printing    and 

Binding  Departments) 

Temporary  employees 

Service  olker  tkan  personal 
Contract  work  (outside) 
Postage     . 

Transportation  of  persons 
Cartage  and  freight  . 
Light  and  power 
Rent,  taxes  and  water 
Premium  on  surety  bonds 
(communication 
Cleaning,   towels,   etc. 
Removal  of  snow 
F.Taminations 
Expert  and  architect 
rees         •        ■        • 
Boiler  inspection 
General   plant   repairs 


To  expenditure  for  equipment 
Furniture  and  fixtures 
Office        .         . 
Motorless  vehicles     • 
Tools  and  instruments 
Books: 

City   appropriation  . 

Trust  funds  income 


$391,203.07 
140.%5.5I 


2%.91 

135424 

336.0! 

12,121.58 

14.031.90 

16.223.30 

17.50 

1,534.90 

815.59 

494.05 

126.00 

645.60 

2.50 

44.00 

10.661.72 


Newspapers: 

City  appropriation 
Todd   fund   . 


$91,276.19 
21,262.00 


519.73 
1.815.05 


Periodicals         • 

Photographs 

General  plant  equipment 


To  expenditures  for  supplies: 
Office        .        . 
Food  and  ice  . 
Fuel  .         . 

Forage  for  animals  . 
Medical    .... 
Laundry,  cleaning  and  toilet 
Agricultural 

Chemicak  and  disinfectants 
General  plant  • 


2,687.90 

989.68 

65.00 

679.02 


112.538.19 


2334.78 

8.775.59 

282.00 

788.53 


4.052.88 

379.40 

19.494.46 

20.50 

12.78 

1,259.50 

44.70 

3229 

2261 24 


$532.I66J8 


58.705^ 


129.140j69 


27.557.75 


Carried   forward 


$747,572.82 


I 
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EXPENSES.  JANUARY  31.  1925. 


Cr. 


By  City  Appropriation  1924-1925       .       .       .       . 

Income  from  Trust  Funds 

Income  fr^m  James  L.  "Whitney  Bibliographic  account  . 
Interest  on  deposit  in  London       ..... 


By  Balances  Brought  Forward  from  1924: 

Tnisl  fnnds  income,  City  Treasury 

Trust  funds  income  on  deposit  in  London 

City  appropriation  on  deposit  in  London 

James  L.  Whitney  Bibfiographic  account 

Library  Building  Addition,  equipping  and  furnishing 


$828,567.00 

24.852.54 

700.00 

243.90 


$854,363.44 


46.61 5.09 

1 7.292.45 

4.298.04 

5.260.61 

1 5.803.50 


89.269.69 


Carried  forward 


$943,633.13 
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Brought  forward  . 
To  expenditures  for  material 
Building    .         .         .         . 
Electric     .         .         .         . 
General   plant  . 


Special  itenu 

Pensions 

Workingmcn's  compensation  (Bindery) 
James  L.  Whitney  Bibliographic  account 


Binding  Department: 
Salaries 
Stock    .         • 
Equipment    . 
Light    • 
Repairs 

Medical  service    . 
Furniture,  tools,  ice  and  small  supplies 

Printing  Department: 

Salaries 

Stock 

Equipment 

Light 

Repairs 

Outside   work 

Travelling   expenses       .         .         .         . 
Furniture,  tools,  ice  and  small  supplies  . 


$  171.00 
2.002.49 
4,701 .78 


1315.69 
107.45 
340.46 


56.858.09 

5.627.83 

4,756.52 

54.16 

154.95 

10.00 

6730 


13.101.06 

1.998.27 

2,179.27 

36.11 

36.11 

101.02 

80.82 

58.09 


Special  Appropriation  :   L  ibrary  Building  Addition 
Equipping  and   furnishing 


4.004.1 1 


To  Amount  Paid  into  City  Treasury 

From   fines 

Sales  of  catalogues,  bulletins  and  lists 
Commission   on   telephone  stations 
Payments  for  lost  books 
Sale  of  waste  paper     . 
Interest   on    deposit 


To  Balance,  January  31,  1925: 

Trust  funds  income  on  depoiit  in  London 
City  appropriation  on  deposit  in  London 
Trust  funds  income.  City  Treasury 
James  L.  Whitney  Bibliographic  account 
Interest  on  deposit  in  London 


Balance  Unexpended: 

General  appropriation  ...... 

Special  appropriation,  L  ibrary  Building  Addition  . 


13.437.15 

71.53 

415.68 

1.019.75 

554.76 

17.67 


8.821.10 

3,726.53 

56.579.93 

5,620.15 

243.90 


11.506.73 
11.79939 


$747,572^ 


6,875i7 


I,763i0 


67,52855 


17.590.75 
4.004.11 


15,51634 


74,991.61 


23306.12 
$959,149.67 


i 
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EXPENSES.  JANUARY  31.  1925. 


Brought   formard' . 

By  Receipts: 

From   fines 

Sales  of  catalo^es.  bulletiiu  and  lists 
Commission  on  telephone  stations 
Pajrments  for  lost  books 
Sale  of  waste  paper 
Interest   on   deposit 


Cr. 

$943,633.13 


13.437.15 

71.53 

415.66 

1. 01 9.75 

554.76 

17.67 


15.516.54 


$959,149.67 


REPORT  OF  THE  EXAMINING  COMMITTEE. 

To  THE  Trustees  of  the  Pubuc  Library 
OF  THE  City  of  Boston. 

Gentlemen: 

The  Examining  Committee  takes  pleasure  in  submitting  its 
report  for  the  year  ending  January  31,1 925. 

INTRODUCTION. 

This  Committee  was  formally  organized  on  November  18, 
1 924,  and  subdivided  into  various  visiting  committees  to  examme 
and  report  upon  the  different  branches  of  work  and  conditions 
of  the  Boston  Public  Library.  While  recognizing  that  this  Com- 
mittee's function  is  advisory,  its  members  have  given  thorou^ 
and  earnest  consideration  to  the  subjects  before  them  and  have 
reached  definite  conclusions.  These  are  embodied  in  recom- 
mendations which  form  the  conclusion  of  this  report. 

In  preface  to  its  report  the  Committee  wishes  to  emphasize 
the  critical  situation  of  some  of  the  Library  affairs.  The  increase 
in  service  demanded  by  the  public  to  keep  pace  with  the  growdi 
of  educational,  artistic,  scientific,  and  business  needs,  as  well  as 
general  reading,  has  taxed  to  the  limit  the  financial  resources. 

While  substantial  increases  have  been  made  in  the  annual 
appropriation  for  maintenance  and  for  the  purchase  of  books, 
the  funds  have  not  been  sufficient  to  make  necessary  repairs  and 
improvements  in  the  Central  Library  building.  This  conditioD 
can  no  longer  continue  without  serious  detriment  to  the  City*s 
property  and  the  ultimate  expenditure  of  still  larger  sums.  The 
immediate  needs  of  the  Library  and  the  results  of  the  Oxnmit- 
tee*s  examinations  are  grouped  as  follows : 
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ADMINISTRATION  AND  FINANCE. 

Your  Committee  has  given  special  attention  at  this  time  to  the 
main  library  building,  Copley  Square,  because  of  the  imperative 
need  of  repairs  and  extensions. 

Second  only  to  the  service  rendered  is  the  influence  of  the 
Library  through  its  appearance.  It  is  generally  conceded  that 
no  other  building  in  the  United  States  has  had  a  greater  influence 
upon  the  appreciation  of  fine  architecture  and  suitable  features 
than  the  Boston  Public  Library.  The  prophetic  vision  of 
Joshua  Bates  in  1852  —  "My  ideas  are  that  the  building  should 
contain  lofty  apartments  to  serve  for  placing  the  books  and  also 
for  reading  purposes  .  .  .  The  architecture  should  be  such 
that  the  student  on  entering  it  will  be  impressed  and  elevated  and 
feel  pride  that  such  a  place  is  free  to  him  ...  I  wish  to  see 
the  institution  a  nKxlel  for  other  towns  and  cities.**  —  has  been 
wonderfully  fulfilled.  The  fine  library  building  erected  in  1 895 
has  made  possible  the  great  growth  in  circulation  for  the  educa- 
tional, research  and  general  reading  requirements.  The  general 
circulation  has  advanced  from  832,1 13  volumes  in  1894  to  over 
3,000.000  volumes  in  1924. 

Although  the  City  administration  has  given  a  large  measure 
of  support  to  the  Library,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  use  any 
considerable  portion  of  the  annual  appropriations  for  changes  or 
even  the  necessary  maintenance  of  the  building  itself.  One  in- 
stance is  in  the  ordinary  painting  of  the  interior,  but  very  little 
refinishing  having  been  done  since  the  erection  of  the  Library. 
There  are  leaks  in  the  roof  and  serious  defects  in  certain  mechan- 
ical and  constructional  features.  The  Committee  has  examined 
these  in  detail  and  they  are  too  nimierous  to  list  in  this  report. 

Hie  main  ventilating  system  has  long  been  abandoned;  the 
main  fan  cannot  run ;  the  prime  radiators  have  been  taken  away 
and  the  air  filters  have  disai^ared.  The  original  system  was 
of  excellent  design  and  it  would  be  well  if  it  could  be  restored. 

Check  valves  should  be  installed  in  certain  pipes  to  keep 
sewage  from  leaking  into  the  building  and  entering  the  base- 
ment and  its  pneumatic  tube  system. 
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The  metal  chimney  stack  needs  attention;  the  pump  and 
fomitain  tanks  should  be  cleaned  and  repaired.  Some  of  the 
main  steam  line  pipes  should  be  replaced;  and  a  back  pressure 
valve  furnished  on  the  heating  lines;  a  new  return  tank  is  re- 
quired. 

For  the  sake  of  safety  the  elevators  should  be  repaired.  The 
book  railway  has  been  out  of  service  for  some  time  and  as  a 
result  the  Library  is  hiring  messengers  at  an  increased  expense 
in  operation. 

There  are  some  fundamental  alterations  and  rearrangements 
of  increasing  importance.  There  is  need  of  two  additional 
stories  on  the  Annex  which  would  provide  not  only  stack  room 
for  the  increasing  collection  of  large  books  now  kept  in  unsightly 
cabinets  in  the  various  galleries  of  the  Special  Libraries  floor, 
but  would  permit  the  removal  of  the  Catalogue  and  Ordering 
Departments  to  a  more  suitable  location  and  enable  the  Qiil- 
dren's  Department  to  be  transferred  to  the  ground  floor  and 
given  a  separate  entrance  on  Blagden  Street. 

Another  most  important  change  will  be  the  moving  of  the 
Music  Department  into  the  North  Gallery  on  Boylston  Street, 
thus  giving  increased  room  for  this  department  and  enabling  the 
Music  Room  to  be  fitted  up  as  a  Treasure  Room. 

The  constant  pruning  of  apprc^riations  by  powers  outside  die 
Library  has  led  to  a  certain  physical  neglect  of  the  building  and 
its  plant.  This  has  become  cumulative  through  the  years,  but 
the  time  has  now  come  when  money  must  be  spent  in  larger 
amounts  upon  this  part  of  the  City*s  property,  or  paralysis  of  its 
function  will  result. 

It  is  urgent  that  at  least  $50,000.  be  set  aside  for  extraordinary 
repairs  during  1 925  and  the  succeeding  years  until  the  property 
is  built  up  to  a  standard  that  can  be  maintained. 

BRANCHES. 

The  problem  of  properly  housing  branch  libraries  is  one 
which  must  be  recognized  as  of  great  importance  in  the  service 
rendered  in  different  parts  of  the  city.  Especially  is  this  so  in 
relation  to  making  adequate  provisions  for  the  future. 
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There  are  now  twelve  branches  for  which  rent  is  being  paid. 
In  such  cases  as  the  Boylston  Station  Branch  and  the  Warren 
Street  Branch  it  is  quite  unlikely  that  first-class  quarters  can 
be  hired  for  branches.  While  some  provisions  may  be  made  for 
branches  in  school  buildings,  your  Conunittee  is  firmly  convinced 
that  the  best  service  can  be  rendered  by  branch  library  buildings 
well  located  in  each  section  and  with  the  maximum  usefulness  in 
the  right  apportionment  of  space  for  delivery,  reading  and  service 
d^artments. 

Such  branch  buildings  can  be  brought  about  only  by  local 
activity  and  earnest  work  for  such  buildings.  Your  Committee 
recommends  a  forward-looking  program  for  the  acquirement  of  a 
few  branch  buildings  each  year  as  the  needs  become  more  ap- 
parent. 

All  branches  were  visited  and  an  examination  made  of  the 
libraries  and  the  working  conditions.  The  West  End  Branch, 
the  largest  and  most  active  one  in  the  city,  shows  a  falling  oS  in 
circulation,  due  to  changes  in  population.  It  should  be  added 
that  a  pers(mal  service  is  being  given  to  those  using  the  reading 
rooms  and  taking  out  books  —  service  that  cannot  be  measured. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  grounds  surrounding  this  beautiful  historic 
building  can  be  improved  under  the  direction  of  the  Trustees 
after  the  widening  of  Cambridge  Street. 

The  Brighton  Branch  was  found  to  be  in  need  of  repairs  to 
the  roof,  vestibule  door  and  to  the  furniture.  While  the  loca- 
tion is  excellent,  it  is  desirable  that  the  sign  on  the  building  be 
lighted  so  diat  people  can  locate  the  branch. 

The  Allston  Branch,  on  the  second  floor,  at  the  comer  of 
Harvard  and  Brighton  Avenues,  is  an  exceedingly  poor  layout 
for  a  library.  The  location  is  good,  but  street  floor  quarters 
are  much  more  desirable.  This  is  one  of  the  branches  for  which 
new  quarters  seem  to  be  essential  to  the  increased  service  which 
will  be  required  in  this  populous  district. 

Another  poorly  located  branch,  housed  in  a  municipal  build- 
ing, is  that  in  Dorchester.  The  sanitary  conditions  and  lighting, 
still  v^th  gas,  are  most  unsatisfactory.  The  rooms  used  are  up 
long,  steep  stairs. 

At  the  Dorchester  Lower  Mills  Branch  the  quarters  are  not 
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adequate  to  the  circulation  of  the  books.  If  the  Public  Build- 
ings Department  of  the  City  were  to  turn  over  the  next  rcxna, 
formerly  a  police  station,  now  empty  and  available,  to  its  use,  it 
would  be  an  immense  improvement  at  a  comparatively  small 
expense. 

The  Mattapan  Branch  shows  an  encouraging  improvement 
over  last  year.  Its  chief  defect,  which  it  shares  with  most  of  the 
other  branches,  is  lack  of  space*  The  circulation  has  mcreased 
about  20,000  books  this  year.  If  there  is  an  opportunity  of  se- 
curing additional  space,  it  will  add  much  to  the  usefulness  of 
this  library. 

The  Mt.  Bowdoin  Branch  is  pleasant  and  well  situated,  but 
inadequate  to  its  needs.  It  would  be  very  desirable  if  the  whole 
building  could  be  used  for  library  purposes. 

The  main  South  Boston  Branch  at  372  Broadway  is  ont  of 
the  oldest  in  the  entire  city  and  it  is  also  one  of  the  busiest.  It 
has  put  into  circulation  over  1 38,000  books  thus  far  this  year. 
Its  quarters  are  inadequate,  although  satisfactory  as  far  as  they 
go.  The  branch  is  used  more  and  more  by  so  many  children 
that  the  space  for  adult  readers  is  greatly  encroached  upon. 
More  books  in  foreign  languages  for  the  use  of  adult  readers 
should  be  provided. 

Reports  of  sub-committee  visits  to  other  branches  show  die 
need  in  some  instances  of  better  housing,  and  particularly  im- 
provement in  lighting,  many  lights  being  too  high  for  readers' 
use.  These  c(»iditions  have  led  to  the  recommendation  that 
it  would  be  desirable  to  hire  two  men  permanently  to  go  from 
one  branch  to  another  to  do  the  carpentering  and  painting  so 
constantly  needed. 

children's  department  and  work  with  schools. 

This  department  of  the  Library,  having  the  welfare  of  the 
future  citizens  in  its  hands,  should  be  given  the  greatest  con- 
sideration. 

This  year,  many  thousands  of  dollars  have  been  expended  for 
purchasing  books  for  the  younger  readers;  still  the  supply  is 
inadequate. 
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Not  enough  can  be  said  in  praise  of  the  great  value  of  the 
Story  Hour  to  the  children,  both  in  their  school  work  and  in 
their  everyday  activities. 

The  Supervisor  of  Work  with  Children  has  kindly  offered  to 
talk  to  the  pupils  of  the  public  schools*  giving  them  definite  in- 
structions concerning  books  and  the  subjects  which  they  may  wish 
to  look  up.  It  is  hoi>ed  that  the  principals  will  avail  themselves 
of  this  helpful  and  generous  offer. 

She  also  suggests  that  more  teachers  accompany  their  classes 
to  the  library  that  they  may  familiarize  themselves  with  its  use. 

The  librarians  in  the  various  branches  have  been  doing  splen- 
did  work  by  their  co-(^ration  with  the  evening  schools  in  their 
Americanization  classes.  Much  praise  should  be  given  to  the 
employees  of  the  Library  for  their  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  children. 

BOOKS  AND  CATALOGUES. 

The  chief  function  of  a  library  is  the  education  and  delecta- 
tion of  the  public  through  the  circulation  of  proper  books  and 
through  encouragement  and  direction  in  their  use.  As  a  com- 
munity grows  in  numbers  and  as  the  amount  of  available  leisure 
time  of  its  individuals  increases,  so  should  the  number  >of  books 
and  the  facility  of  their  distribution  be  augmented.  That  such  a 
condition  may  obtain,  certain  factors  are  of  paramount  import- 
ance: a  sufficient  number  of  books,  adequate  funds  for  their 
provision  and  ample  room  for  storing,  protecting  and  handling 
them. 

As  one  walks  through  the  inner  rooms  of  the  Library,  there 
are  several  features  which  should  attract  critical  comment;  the 
crowding  of  certain  rooms,  the  inadequate  ^ace  for  carrying  on 
the  work  of  the  institution,  and  the  need  of  repairs  in  the  physical 
condition  of  the  building  are  apparent. 

PRINTING  AND  BINDING. 

New  machinery  added  during  the  past  year  seems  to  have 
thoroughly  justified  itself.  Plans  under  way  for  increasing  the 
equipment  of  the  Printing  Department  are  approved.  The 
Bindery  is  in  great  need  of  a  number  of  minor  machines  to  pro- 
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duce  the  work  econcxnically  and  to  meet  the  increasing  needs  in 
rebinding. 

SPECIAL  LIBRARIES. 

The  Committee  finds  that  the  special  collections  of  permanent 
value,  which  are  the  most  distinguishing  feature  of  any  library, 
are  suffering  because  the  income  from  invested  funds  is  not  suf- 
ficient to  provide  for  the  acquirement  of  books  which  are  essential 
for  current  study  and  scholarly  research  in  trades,  arts  and 
sciences. 

There  should  be  much  more  general  understanding  of  the 
value  and  needs  of  these  special  collections,  and  diis  can  best 
be  brought  about  through  publicity,  extending  over  a  considerable 
period.  This  should  lead  to  gifts  and  endowments  for  the  par- 
ticular collections  or  departments  in  which  the  donors  are  in- 
terested. 

The  New  York  Public  Library  has  an  endowment  of 
$16,000,000.  The  Boston  Public  Library  has  an  available 
endowment  of  less  than  $800,000.  So  serious  a  handicap  is 
rapidly  lowering  the  usefulness  and  scholarly  standing  of  our 
Ubrary. 

The  policy  of  private  endowment  for  public  libraries  is  well 
established,  but  in  Boston  there  has  never  been  a  systematic  effort 
to  build  up  such  funds.  The  members  of  the  Examining  Com- 
mittee most  strongly  urge  that  the  Trustees  take  immediate  action 
for  such  publicity,  and  the  appointment  of  a  conunittee  to  build 
up  adequate  gift  and  endowment  funds. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The  Conunittee  has  discussed  in  much  detail,  and  wishes  to 
emphasize,  four  pressing  needs  for  the  maintenance  and  progress 
of  the  Library. 

1 .  That  a  continuing  large  book  apprc^riation  is  vitally  essen- 

tial and  that  under  no  circumstances  should  it  be  reduced 
from  that  of  last  year. 

2.  That  a  large  appropriation  be  made  for  the  necessary  repairs 

and  improvements  in  the  main  library  building. 
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3.  That  the  over-crowding  of  certain  branches  be  overcome  and 

environment  features  be  improved. 

4.  That  a  plan  of  publicity  be  adopted  so  that  citizens  may 

know  more  about  the  services  and  needs  of  the  Library, 
such  publicity  to  assist  in  securing  maintenance  appropria- 
tions and  gifts  for  building  up  the  special  collections. 

CONCLUSIONS. 

The  Committee  extends  its  thanks  to  the  Director  and  to  all 
the  statf  of  the  Library  with  whom  its  members  have  had  con- 
ferences. The  contact  of  the  Conunittee  with  the  affairs  of 
the  Library  is  most  convincing  of  the  great  service  which  the 
institution  is  giving;  the  importance  of  maintaining  its  prestige 
and  extendng  its  opportunities  for  the  cultural  progress  and 
attainments  of  all  who  come  within  its  influence. 

Adopted  as  the  Report  of  the  .Examining  C(«muttee,  January 
30.  1925. 


REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTOR. 


To  THE  Board  of  Trustees  : 

I  re^>ectfully  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  January 
31.  1925. 


THE  CENTRAL  AND  BRANCH  BUILDINGS. 

Year  after  year  attention  has  been  called  to  the  pressing  need 
for  repairs  and  renewal  of  equipment  After  thirty  years  of  use 
most  of  the  mechanical  equipment  of  the  Central  Library  has 
now  broken  down.  The  book  carrier  system  has  been  out  of 
commission  for  several  months,  necessitating  the  carrying  of  all 
books  by  messenger,  with  a  consequent  delay  in  service.  The 
frequent  breakdown  of  the  pneumatic  tube  system  which  carria 
the  call-slips  for  books  from  the  issue  room  to  the  various  floon 
of  the  library  stacks,  has  resulted  in  serious  delays,  confusion, 
and  on  the  part  of  the  users  of  the  Library  many  complaints.  No 
funds  have  been  available  to  improve  the  unsatisfactory  lighting 
in  different  parts  of  the  building,  to  which  attention  has  been 
frequently  called.  The  heating  system  is  said  to  be  only  thirty 
per  cent  efficient,  while  the  ventilating  system,  old  fashioned  and 
inadequate,  except  for  the  lecture-hall  unit  installed  last  year, 
is  practically  useless.  Criticism  is  continually  being  received  of 
the  lack  of  proper  ventilation.  Most  of  the  departments  of  the 
Library  require  thorough  cleaning  and  re-painting,  while  othen 
need  new  equipment  and  re-arrangement  for  greater  efficiency  of 
service.  The  mural  decorations  demsmd  immediate  attention,  in 
order  to  prevent  serious  deterioration. 

Similar  conditions  prevail,  as  has  been  noted,  at  many  of 
the  branches  of  the  library  system.  Cleaning,  painting,  lighting, 
additicmal  equipment  are  greatly  needed,  especially  in  the 
branches  located  in  municipal  buildings.     The  Library  Depart- 
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ment  has  the  good  will  of  the  Buildings  Department  of  the  City, 
but  appropriations  are  insufficient  to  keep  in  attractive  and  suit- 
able condition  the  library  quarters  under  municipal  care. 

CIRCULATION  AND  ACCESSION  OF  BOOKS. 

The  year  has  been  one  of  progress.  The  total  home  circula- 
tion of  books  throughout  the  system  was  3, 132, 194  volumes,  a 
gain  of  209,333  over  1923—24.  The  branch  circulation,  ex- 
clusive of  the  deposits  of  books  sent  to  schools  and  various  in- 
stitutions, was  2,283,777  volumes,  a  gain  of  148,078  volumes 
over  the  previous  year,  while  the  increase  in  deposits  was  46,036 
volumes. 

The  Central  Library  shows  a  direct  home  circulation  of 
623,024  volumes.  In  place  of  the  loss  reported  last  year,  there 
is  a  gain  of  46,027  volumes  over  the  home  circulation  of  the 
Central  Library  in  1 923-24. 

The  inability  of  the  Central  Library  and  the  Branches  to 
meet  the  legitimate  call  for  books  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  of 
Boston  is  a  matter  of  regret.  The  home  use  of  bo<^s  would 
doubtless  be  increased  by  several  millions  of  volumes  annually, 
if  the  Library  possessed  the  books  for  which  a  reasonable  de- 
mand is  made,  and  if  there  were  the  necessary  new  branches  in 
those  sections  of  the  city  at  present  unprovided  with  satisfactory 
library  service. 

Interesting  comparative  tables  showing  the  use  of  books  may 
be  found  on  pages  62-65  of  the  Appendix. 

The  book  accessions  for  the  year  total  80,835  volumes,  of 
which  66,483  were  acquired  by  purchase  and  12,003  by  gift. 
A  somewhat  increased  book  appropriation  enabled  the  Library 
to  buy  a  larger  number  of  current  books  than  in  the  preceding 
year,  and  together  with  the  available  income  from  Trust  Funds 
made  possible  an  outlay  of  $1 12,409.74. 

In  addition,  $8,775.59  was  expended  for  current  periodicals, 
$2,1 55.43  for  current  newspapers  and  $589.80  for  lantern  slides 
and  photographs,  making  a  total  of  $123,930.56  paid  for  books 
and  allied  material,  or  approximately  fourteen  per  cent  of  the 
total  expenditures  of  the  Library  for  the  year. 
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In  re-budgeting  the  gross  sum  of  $100,000»  allowed  by  the 
City  for  books,  approximately  eighty  per  cent  was  devoted  to 
branch  library  use  and  apportioned  to  the  individual  branches 
on  the  basis  of  their  yearly  circulation.  The  sum  agreed  upon 
for  this  purpose  early  in  the  year  was  $77,379  ($74,000  for 
books,  $3,379  for  periodicals  and  newspapers),  but  owing  to 
unusual  purchases,  chiefly  expensive  books  of  reference,  this  sum 
was  exceeded  by  $1,944,  bringing  the  total  to  $79,323.20 
(books  $75,861.74,  periodicals  $3,055.46,  newspapers  $306). 

For  the  Central  Library  there  was  available  the  sum  of 
$20,677  from  the  City  appropriation,  to  cover  the  acquisition  of 
current  popular  books,  including  fiction,  circulating  music,  direc- 
tories and  odier  working  tools  for  the  Information  Room,  cur- 
rent periodicals,  a  part  of  the  newspaper  subscripti(Mis,  and  re- 
placement of  missing  books,  particularly  non-fiction. 

From  the  income  available  from  Trust  Funds,  $23,359.05 
supplemented  the  City  appropriation,  and  after  setting  aside  the 
Todd  Fund  of  $2,000  for  newspapers,  there  was  left  something 
over  $2 1 ,0(X)  for  the  upkeep  and  develc^ment  of  the  many  col- 
lections shelved  in  the  Special  Libraries  Department  —  fine  arts, 
architecture,  music  (for  the  Allen  A.  Brown  Library),  photo- 
graphs, Americana,  maps,  and  early  printed  books,  —  as  well 
as  for  encyclopaedias  and  atlases,  genealogy  and  history  for 
other  departments  of  reference. 

From  these  available  funds  only  a  few  older  works  of  im- 
portance could  be  purchased.  Those  that  were  bought  are 
believed  to  be  of  exceptional  significarice  for  the  Bost(Mi  Library, 
especially  a  Portolan  Atlas  consisting  of  six  manuscrq>t  sea 
charts,  of  which  four  cover  all  of  the  American  coast  line  as 
known  in  the  latter  part  of  the  sixteenth  century. 

These  charts,  drawn  on  parchment  and  mounted  on  stiff  card- 
board, are  bound  in  old  French  morocco  and  measure  1 0%  by 
I3f^  inches;  the  first  page  is  filled  by  a  large  reproduction,  in 
gold  and  colors,  of  the  jewel  of  die  Order  of  the  Annunciaticm, 
bearing  the  arms  of  one  of  the  Dukes  of  Savoy.  The 
first  map  in  the  volume  sliows  Panama  and  the  v^ole  of 
South  America  excepting  the  extreme  eastern  part;  the  second 
gives  the  coast  of  Brazil ;  the  third,  the  Caribbean  Sea  and  the 
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eastern  coast  of  North  America;  fourth,  the  Mediterranean; 
fifth,  the  northern  half  of  eastern  North  America ;  the  last,  the 
African  coast  from  Guinea  round  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to 
Madagascar.  The  coast  lines  are  shown  in  full  detail,  with 
hundreds  of  names  written  in,  the  lower  courses  of  rivers,  a  scale 
of  miles,  and  the  compass-rose  in  gold  and  colors.  On  the  chart 
of  the  Mediterranean  the  most  striking  feature  is  an  elaborate 
view  of  the  city  of  Marseilles,  with  its  flags  flying,  covering  most 
of  southeastern  France,  and  in  the  right-hand  corner  the  inscrip- 
tion **Augustin  Roussin  m*a  feict  dans  la  ville  de  marseille.** 

No  clue  is  foqnd  to  tell  who  Augustin  Roussin  may  have  been 
or  what,  if  any,  connection  he  may  have  had  with  the  coat  of 
arms,  but  the  character  of  the  workmanship  seems  to  indicate 
the  hand  of  a  practical  navigator  who  has  brought  togedier  his 
data  from  actual  experience  assisted  by  tradition.  The  pur- 
chase of  this  unusual  volume  was  concluded  only  when  expert 
authorities  had  pronounced  upon  its  genuineness  and  importance ; 
it  is  the  first  original  example  of  a  sailing  chart  of  the  period 
to  be  acquired  by  the  Library. 

Among  accessions  of  local  interest  was  a  copy  of  an  early 
Boston  imprint,  based  upon  an  English  book  of  the  same  name, 
entided  The  young  secretary's  guide :  or,  a  speedy  help  to  learn- 
ing. In  two  parts.  With  a  dictionary  added  .  .  .  Also  an 
appendix.  Collected  by  B.  W.  Boston,  N.  E.  Printed  by  B. 
Green,  for  Nicholas  Buttolph  ...   1 708. 

A  note  to  the  reader  contains  this  statement,  "It*s  thought 
good  to  make  a  collection  of  such  presidents  (sic)  as  are  most  in 
use  among  us  here  in  New  England  and  to  fit  them  ...  to  the 
circumstances  of  this  country.**  It  has  been  suggested  that  B. 
W.  was  Benjamin  WadswoiA,  president  of  Harvard  College. 

Another  interesting  acquisition  was  a  small  worn  pamphlet 
lacking  the  lower  halves  of  three  leaves,  with  a  continuous  pagi- 
nation v^ich  stopped  with  page  42.  This  was  identified  as  an 
incomplete  copy  of  "Good  fetch'd  out  of  evil"  (Boston,  1 706) 
by  Cottcm  Madier,  containing  his  comments  on  the  Deerfield 
massacre  and  incorporating  a  pastoral  letter  from  the  Reverend 
Jchn  Williams,  then  in  captivity,  addressed  to  his  departing 
oxnpanions,  dated  May  28,  1 706.     Furthermore,  it  was  found 
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that  a  fragment  of  this  pamphlet  was  contained  in  the  Prince 
Library  and  that  the  fragment  consisted  of  pages  23  to  26  and 
the  necessary  concluding  pages  43  to  46  **finis/'  This  happy 
junction  resulted  in  a  nearly  complete  copy  of  a  Mather  pam- 
phlet of  which  only  one  other  (and  that  imperfect)  is  known, 
in  die  Library  of  the  Pocumtuck  Valley  Memorial  Associadon 
at  Deerfield. 

Among  the  books  currently  published  the  most  attractive  m 
form  and  costly  in  price  are  those  which  are  needed  to  extoid 
the  collections  of  architecture,  painting,  landscape  gardening, 
and  book  illustraticm.  The  Codman  Collection  of  Landscape 
Architecture  and  Landscape  Gardening  is  the  only  one  of  diese 
divisions  which  has  a  special  sustaining  fund,  generously  given 
by  the  family  whose  name  it  bears,  to  insure  the  purchase  of 
bodes  needed  for  its  develc^ment. 

For  the  fine  arts  the  purchases  are  governed  by  the  money 
that  can  be  spared  from  limited  funds,  a  sum  whidi  might  well 
be  doubled  or  trebled  to  keep  pace  with  the  mounting  cost  of 
hock  production,  and  the  appreciating  value  of  older  works  of 
note.  The  following  selected  titles  show  some  of  the  important 
additions  made  to  the  Special  Libraries  during  the  year. 

Ashton,   Leigh.        An  introduction  to  the  study  of  Chinese  sculpture. 

London.     1 924.    Plates. 
Benedite,  Leonce.     A  series  of  60  photogravure  plates.     London.     1924. 

Benson,  Arthur  Christopher  &  Sir  Lawrence  Weaver,  editors.  The 
book  of  the  Queen's  Dolls*  House.  2  v.  London.  1924.  Col- 
ored portraits.     This  house  was  made  for  Queen  Mary  of  England. 

Bossert,  Helmuth  Theodor,  editor.  Two  thousand  decorative  motifs 
in  colour,  forming  a  survey  of  the  applied  art  of  all  ages  and  aU 
countries.     London.     1924.     Colored  plates. 

Brown,  Louise  Norton.  Block  printing  &  book  illustration  in  Japan. 
London.     1924.    Plates. 

Crisp,  Sir  Frank.  Mediaeval  gardens.  *  Flowery  Medes*  and  other  ar- 
rangements of  herbs,  flowers  and  shrubs  grown  in  the  Middle  Ages, 
with  some  account  of  Tudor,  Elizabethan  and  Stuart  gardens.  2  v. 
London.     1924.     Plates. 

Drinkwater,  John.  Claud  Lovat  Fraser.  By  John  Drinkwater  and 
Albert  Rutherston.  With  representative  examples  of  his  work  re- 
produced in  collotype  and  line.    Lcmdon.    1923.    Portrait    Plates. 

Elisen,  Gustav  August.     The  great  chalice  of  Antioch,  on  which  are 
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depicted  in  sculpture  the  earliest  known  portraits  of  Christ,  Apostles 
and  Evangelists.     2  v.     New  York.     1923.     Plates. 

Feuillet,  Raoul  Auger.  Reciieil  de  dances  contenant  un  tres  grand  nom- 
bres  (sic)  des  meillieures  entrees  de  ballet  de  Mr.  Pecour,  tant  pour 
homme  que  pour  fenunes,  dont  la  plus  grande  partie  ont  ete  dancees 
a  rOpera.  A  Paris.  1 704.  Music.  Engraved  throughout.  For 
the  Allen  A.  Brown  Library. 

Jessen,  Peter.  Rococo  engravings.  Two  hundred  plates  of  the  eigh- 
teenth century  selected  by  Dr.  Peter  Jessen  and  reproduced  in 
collotype.     London.     1 922. 

Kendrick,  Albert,  and  C.  E.  C.  Tattersall.  Fine  carpets  in  the  Victoria 
&  Albert  Museum.  Twenty  examples,  reproduced  for  the  first 
time  in  colour,  of  old  carpets  from  Persia,  India.  Caucasia,  Ar- 
menia, Turkey,  China,  Spain  and  England.  London.  1924. 
lUus.    Colored  plates. 

Koop,  Albert  J.     Early  Chinese  bronzes.     London.     1 924.     Plates. 

Meier-Graefe,  Julius  A.  Cezanne  und  seine  Ahnen.  Faksimiles  nach 
Aquarellen,  Feder-  und  anderen  Zeichnungen  von  Tintoretto,  Greco, 
Poussin,  Corot,  Delacroix,  Cezanne.     Miinchen.      1921.     Plates. 

Millais,  John  Guille.  Rhododendrons  .  .  .  and  the  various  hybrids. 
Second  series.       London.     [1924.]     Plates. 

Nevill,  Ralph  Henry.  Old  French  line  engravings.  London.  1924. 
Plates. 

Rackham,  Bernard,  and  Herbert  Read.  English  pottery:  its  develop- 
ment from  early  times  to  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Lon- 
don.    1924.     Plates. 

Watts.  William  Whitehead.  Old  English  silver.  London.  1924. 
Plates. 

Westlake,  Herbert  Francis.  Westminster  Abbey,  the  church,  convent, 
cathedral  and  college  of  St.  Peter,  Westminster.  London.  1923. 
2  V.     Illus.      Plates.     Plans.     Ornamental  initials. 

Williams,  P.  H.  Oakley,  editor.  Selections  from  the  work  of  P.  A.  de 
Laszlo  represented  by  a  selection  of  64  of  his  portraits  in  photo- 
gravure.    London.     1923.     Portraits. 

Other  notewordiy  acqui»tions  include : 

Bishop  Harsnett*s  Declaration  of  egregious  Popish  impostures  to  with- 
draw the  harts  of  his  maiestie*s  subiects  from  their  allegeance.  Lon- 
don.    1 604.     (Secured  at  the  Britwell  Sale. ) 

A  first  edition  of  James  Hodder's  Arithmetick ;  or  that  necessary  art  made 
most  easie.  London.  1661.  (From  the  Britwell  Sale  for  the 
Bowditch  Library.) 

John  Marbeck's  A  book  of  notes  and  common-places,  with  their  exposi- 
tions .   .  .     London.     1581.     (From  the  Britwell  Sale) 
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Thomas  Dilworth*8  A  new  guide  to  the  English  tongue.     Bost<Hi.     1 783. 

The  Player's  Shakespeare  in  4  volumes,  London,  1923—24,  a  literal  re- 
print of  the  First  Folio  of  1 623,  illustrated  in  color  by  artists  asso- 
ciated with  the  modem  stage. 

An  issue  of  the  Bibliophile  Society,  Dickens  in  cartoon  and  caricature, 
compiled  by  Wilfiam  Clyde  Wilkins,  with  portraits  and  plates. 

A  portrait  of  George  Washington,  engraved  by  Timodiy  Cole  from  Ac 
painting  by  AVilford  Seymour  Conrow,  Boston,  1924;  William 
Cullen  Bryant's  copy  of  Ijongfellow's  Poems,  published  in  Liverpool 
in  1 650  and  a  first  issue  of  the  first  edition  of  the  Manuel  de  pro- 
verbes  dramatiques,  Portland,  1630.     (For  the  Artz  Collection.) 

An  autograph  letter  of  three  pages  signed  by  the  late  President  Wilson 
addressed  to  his  brother-in-law,  Stockton  Axson,  dated  Princeton, 
July  20,  1 692,  accompanying  a  note  of  introduction  to  Judge  Cham- 
berlain, the  Chief  Librarian  of  the  "Boston  Public**.  The  letter  to 
Mr.  Axson  concludes  with  the  words  *'In  a  tired  man's  haste  hat 
with  the  freshest  possible  affection.  Your  affectionate  brodier, 
Woodrow  Wilson." 

A  collection  of  Early  American  books  for  children,  published  chiefly  in 

Boston,  1815  to  1850,  and  a  collection  covering  about  the  same 

period  published  in  London. 
John    Florio*s  Second    fruytes  .  .  .      London,    1591,    which   contains 

"Phaeton  to  his  friend  Florio,**  believed  to  be  Shakespeare*s  first 

printed  correspondence. 

The  older  books  instanced  extend,  volume  by  volume,  some 
of  the  rare  collections  wiiich  the  Library  has  acquired  by  gift 
and  by  purchase.  Indeed  all  the  rare  and  costly  books  in  die 
possession  of  the  Library  may  be  said  to  be  gifts,  since  the  funds 
from  which  they  are  bought  were  all  either  gifts  or  bequests. 

Very  many  of  these  books  could  not  be  matched  today  for 
ten  times  their  original  cost,  and  while  it  is  a  pleasure  to  know 
that  the  Library  possesses  collections  of  great  value  and  interest, 
much  coveted  material  which  would  still  further  enrich  their 
content  lies  beyond  the  present  means  of  the  institution  to  secure. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  during  the  fiscal  year  with  the 
Reference  Service  on  International  Atfairs,  of  the  American 
Library  in  Paris,  to  send  current  material  of  special  or  general 
interest,  issued  by  foreign  governments,  which  is  not  easily 
procurable.  This  service  might  be  widely  extended  to  add 
desirable  material  to  die  D^artment  of  Documents  and 
Statistics. 
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GIFTS  OF  THE  YEAR. 

During  the  year  I2J  19  volumes  and  22,121  issues  of  serials 
were  received  by  gift  from  7. 1 05  givers.  In  addition,  50  news- 
paper subscriptions  were  received  in  continuation,  167  photo- 
graphs, 59  maps,  1  medallion  and  2 1 9  travel  posters.  Besides 
these  gifts,  which  were  recorded  in  the  Ordering  Department, 
the  Informati(Hi  Room  reports  450  annuals  received,  chiefly 
school  and  college  catalogues  and  government  publications,  and 
1,200  serials.  These  consist  mainly  of  duplicate  material  for 
current  use  in  the  Room. 

There  were  also  received  two  gifts  of  money  from  the  follow- 
ing sources :  Under  the  will  of  the  late  David  P.  Kimball,  of 
Boston,  a  legacy  of  $10,000,  the  inccxne  to  be  applied  to  the 
purchase  of  books  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  bequest; 
under  the  will  of  the  late  Isabella  Stewart  Gardner,  a  bequest 
of  $5,000,  "for  the  Brown  Musical  Library  in  the  Boston  Pub- 
lic Library  for  a  memorial  to  B.  J.  Lang.** 

Other  gifts  of  interest  are  noted  as  follows :  From  Mr.  George 
Carroll  Curtis,  six  geography  models,  true  scale  reliefs  9"  X  9", 
representing  the  form  of  the  earth*s  surface,  for  use  in  connection 
with  school  work;  from  Mr.  A.  E.  Baranger  of  Los  Angeles, 
a  miniature  log  cabin  with  the  plastic  figures  of  Priscilla  and 
Jc^n  Alden  used  in  the  Charles  Ray  Motion  Pictures;  from 
William  Filene  Sons  Company,  sixty-one  mounted  photograi^s, 
1 4"  X  1 6",  which  were  exhibited  at  the  William  Filene  Sons 
Company's  store  during  New  Elngland  week,  Sept.  1 5th  to  20th, 
1924,  and  included  43  portraits  of  men  and  women  **of  New 
England  fame** ;  from  the  Columfbia  Phonograph  Company,  for 
the  Allen  A.  Brown  Music  Library,  four  volumes  of  their  Mas- 
terworks  Fine  Arts  Series,  comprising  complete  recordings  of 
Beethoven's  Seventh  and  Eighth  Symphonies,  Haydn*s  Quartet 
in  D  Major  and  Mozart*s  Quartet  in  C  Major;  from  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Federation  of  Music  Clubs,  through  Miss  Alice 
Hutchinson,  forty-two  pieces  of  music  (published  works),  con- 
tributed by  the  conqx)sers,  Clara  Kathleen  Rogers,  Margaret 
Ruthven  Lang,  and  Henry  F.  Gilbert,  for  circulation  in  Massa- 
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chusetts,  and  for  the  Allen  A.  Brown  Music  Library  a  manu- 
script score  of  **In  the  Mountains*'  by  Arthur  Foote,  and  die 
manuscript  of  TTiree  Pieces  for  flute,  harp  and  string  quartet  by 
Daniel  Gregory  Mason ;  from  Mr.  James  W.  Kenney,  a  photo- 
graph of  Sichel's  Madonna  in  a  hand-carved  frame,  48"  X  37". 
for  the  North  End  Branch;  from  the  Chicago,  North  Shore  and 
Milwaukee  Railroad  Company,  the  London  and  Northeastern 
Railway,  the  London,  Midland  and  Scottish  Railway,  and  the 
South  Manchuria  Railway  Company  some  60  attractive  colored 
posters,  among  the  mone  by  Frank  Brangwyn. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  there  will  be  found  on  pages  11- 
78  of  the  Appendix  a  list  of  books  of  individual  importance  and 
collections  of  books  under  the  names  of  the  givers. 


REGISTRATION  DEPARTMENT. 

On  February  1 ,  1 924,  there  were  1 1 7, 1 1 9  **live**  cards,  thai 
is,  registered  cards  available  for  present  use.  During  the  year 
just  closed  3]  ,726  new  registrations,  and  31 ,365  renewals,  mak- 
ing a  total  of  63, 091  cards,  have  been  added  through  the  Central 
Library  and  branches.  TTiere  have  been  36,216  borrowers 
who  have  allowed  their  home  use  privilege  to  lapse,  thus  leaving 
a  total  of  123,994  "live  cards"  on  February  1,  1925;  a  gain 
of  6,875  over  last  year.  The  gain  in  registered  "live  cards"  for 
a  five  year  period  has  been  2 1 ,603. 

There  had  been  in  all  9,023  cards  issued  to  teachers  prior  to 
February  1,  1925.  Of  this  number  1,152  have  been  renewed 
and  409  added  during  the  year,  making  a  total  of  1,561  teadi- 
ers'  cards  in  use  compared  with  1,275  in  1923—24. 

Of  the  3,562  special  privilege  cards  which  had  been  issued 
up  to  February  1,  1925,  there  were  276  renewals  and  153  new 
cards  granted  during  the  year,  making  a  total  of  429  special 
privilege  cards  in  use  compared  with  404  in  1923—24. 

The  Department  has  maintained  its  efficiency  in  crowded  and 
inconvenient  quarters.  As  soon  as  funds  permit,  provision  must 
be  made,  as  pointed  out  last  year,  for  the  care  of  the  records 
which  have  outgrown  their  present  quarters. 
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CATALOGUE  AND  SHELF  DEPARTMENT. 

The  number  of  volumes  and  parts  of  volumes  catalogued  dur- 
ing the  year  1924-25  was  101,128,  representing  73,820  titles. 
Of  these  24,135  were  books  new  to  the  Library;  4,685  were 
new  serials;  19,007  were  works  recatalogued;  and  53,301 
were  books  for  the  branches.  The  cataloguing  of  the  books  for 
the  branches  was  done  in  the  Central  Branch  Department,  but 
the  figures  are  included  here  to  show  the  total  volume  of  the  work 
in  this  line. 

TTie  number  of  cards  printed  during  the  year  was  219,546, 
of  which  1 88,328  were  added  to  the  catalogues  of  the  Central 
Library,  and  3 1 ,2 1 8  were  sent  to  the  branches.  Of  the  cards 
filed  in  the  Central  Library  54,857  were  placed  in  the  Bates 
Hall  and  Issue  Department  catalogues;  56,504  in  the  Official 
catalogues;  and  24,814  in  the  catalogues  of  the  Special  Li- 
braries. Also  52,153  v/ere  sent  to  the  Library  of  Congress  and 
Harvard  College  Library,  and  to  the  compilers  of  various  lists 
now  in  process  of  making,  and  printed  cards  for  all  new  books 
were  set  aside  as  copy  for  the  Monthly  Bulletin.  Under  the 
new  **rush**  system,  titles  of  new  bound  books  were  filed  in  the 
catalogues  the  day  after  their  shelf-numbers  were  assigned. 

Some  falling  off  from  last  year  in  the  number  of  cards  printed 
(although  the  number  of  two  years  ago  is  still  exceeded)  is 
due  to  the  process  of  reconditioning  the  Printing  Department. 
Several  large  subdivisions  are  in  process  of  recataloguing  and 
reclassification,  especially  in  the  fields  of  United  States  history 
and  science.  Notice  should  also  be  made  of  the  work  done  in 
response  to  various  requests  for  aid  from  other  libraries  and  from 
individuals,  of  which  no  definite  record  can  be  shown. 

The  Department  continues  to  be  handicapped  by  vacancies 
in  several  positions  which  are  difficult  to  fill,  as  they  require  ex^ 
perts,  who  are  not  attracted  by  the  salaries  that  can  be  offered. 
These  vacancies  have  been  partially  balanced  by  the  employ- 
ment of  several  temporary  and  part-time  assistants. 

The  completion  of  Stacks  5  and  6  of  the  Annex  late  in  the 
year  1 923  permitted  a  readjustment  of  the  general  collection  of 
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books,  which  for  a  number  of  years  had  been  overcrowdecl  and 
subjected  to  unrelated  changes.  The  Shelf  Division,  during  the 
year  just  completed,  has  arranged  the  entire  collection  among  die 
stacks,  carefully,  plotting  each  shelf  to  secure  an  equitable  division 
of  space  among  die  class  groups. 

The  usual  details  relating  to  the  work  of  the  Catalogue  and 
Shelf  Department  may  be  found  on  pages  66-68  of  the  Appen- 
dix. 

PUBLICATIONS. 

At  the  end  of  1923  the  Quarterly^  Bulletin  and  the  Weekb 
List  of  New  Books^  which  had  been  begun  in  1 908,  were  dis- 
continued, and  in  their  place  there  has  been  issued  monthly 
during  1 924,  a  Bulletin  of  Recent  Books.  This  list  is  restricted 
to  the  titles  of  books  which  are  believed  to  be  of  popular  interest 
and  which  circulate  without  restriction.  The  dictionary  ar- 
rangement of  the  Quarterly  Bulletin^  with  entries  under  author, 
title  and  subject,  has  been  continued.  Twelve  numbers,  of  2,075 
copies  each,  were  published. 

Other  library  publications  of  the  year  included  the  following: 

Ten-Book  Lists,  nos.  105  -109.  Complete  sets  of  diese  lists 
have  also  been  assembled  and  bound,  with  title-page,  subject 
index  and  lists  of  issues,  giving  names  of  the  compilers,  and  placed 
on  file  in  every  department  of  the  Central  Library  and  in  all  the 
branches. 

Brief  Reading  Lists,  nos.  14  (3d  edition),  25-31.  The 
subjects  were  as  follows:  No.  14  (3d edition),  one-act  plays  in 
English,  1900-1923,  compiled  by  Michael  J.  Conroy,  of  Ac 
Bates  Hall  Reference  Desk;  no.  25  (Supplement),  Health 
and  Hygiene,  prepared  in  connection  with  the  New  England 
Heal  A  Institute,  May  4-10,  1924,  by  L  E.  Taylor,  of  the 
Catalogue  Department;  no.  27,  some  Useful  Reference  Books 
of  1923,  ccmipiled  by  Frank  H.  Chase,  Reference  Librarian,  in 
connection  with  his  address  at  the  January  meeting  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Library  Club;  no.  28,  Landmarks  in  Music,  Boston, 
1630-1924,  prepared  in  connection  with  Boston  Music  Week, 
May  4-10,  1924,  by  Richard  G.  Appel;  no.  29,  Advertising. 
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compiled  by  Pierce  E.  Buckley,  Custodian,  Bates  Hall  Centre 
Desk;  no.  30,  (in  press) ;  no.  31,  Operas;  a  Selected  List  of 
Scores,  Librettos  and  Related  Works,  compiled  by  Richard  G. 
Appel,  of  the  Music  Division. 

In  connecti<Mi  with  the  film-play,  "TTie  Ten  Commandments,** 
there  was  issued  a  short  list  of  books  on  Egypt ;  its  past  civiliza- 
tion and  present  state,  prepared  by  Mary  A.  Tenney,  of  the 
Catalogue  Department. 

A  third  edition  was  issued  of  Graded  Lists  of  Books  for  Chil- 
dren's Reading,  Grades  III  and  IV,  compiled  by  Alice  M. 
Jordan,  Supervisor  of  Work  with  Children. 

There  was  also  reprinted  a  list  entitled  Fifty  Educational 
Books  of  1923,  prepared  by  the  Youngstown,  O.,  Public  Li- 
brary, for  the  American  Library  Association. 

Lists  for  Branch  Use,  prepared  in  the  Branch  Department, 
have  been  issued  as  follows:  no.  1,  One  Hundred  Books  of 
Travel;  no.  2,  One  Hundred  Biographies;  no.  3,  Gardens 
and  Gardening ;  no.  4,  Guides  to  Reading ;  no.  4a,  West  Rox- 
bury  Book  Review  List;  no.  5,  Fifty  Italian  Books;  no.  6,  Citi- 
zenship List ;  no.  7,  Modern  Plays ;  no.  8,  Recent  Verse. 

Library)  Life,  the  Staff  Bulletin  of  the  Library,  published  on 
the  l'5th  of  each  month,  the  summer  months  excepted,  entered 
upon  its  fourth  year  in  October,  with  a  reorganized  staff  of  ten 
members,  all  of  whom  share  in  the  collection  and  reporting  of 
news,  the  preparation  of  copy,  the  reading  of  proof  and  the  final 
make-up  for  publication,  and  one  of  whom  is  in  turn  Editor-in- 
Charge  for  each  monthly  issue. 

The  plan  has  been  wholly  successful  and  the  paper  has  gained 
in  liveliness  and  variety  of  interest;  it  is  this  year  proving  more 
useful  than  ever  as  a  medium  of  expression  for  the  life  of  the 
Library. 

In  connecticMi  with  the  course  of  lectures  on  the  programs  of 
the  Boston  Symphony  Orchestra,  planned  by  Mr.  Appel  of  the 
Music  Division  in  co-operation  with  the  Extension  Division  of  the 
State  Board  of  Education,  a  program  and  reading  list  was  is- 
sued for  each  lecture,  which  gave,  with  ihe  program  for  the  en- 
suing concert,  a  list  of  scores  and  works  about  the  composers  and 
their  music  in  the  possession  of  the  Library.     There  were  also 
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included  lists  of  die  existing  recordings  of  music  to  be  given,  many 
of  the  records  being  used  to  illustrate  the  lectures. 

It  is  noted  with  pleasure  that  the  recording  companies  have  pre- 
sented to  the  Library  such  records,  together  with  a  number  of 
other  classic  recordings,  thus  forming  a  basis  of  an  unusual  and 
valuable  collection.  The  acceptance  of  these  gifts  —  of  the 
continuance  of  whidi  we  have  the  promise  —  carries  an  obliga- 
tion to  provide  means  whereby  the  records  may  be  made  available 
for  individual  study  in  the  Music  Divisicm,as  well  as  for  illus- 
tration in  the  Lecture  Hall.  Recent  and  pending  advances  in 
reproductive  methods  give  ground  for  hope  that  in  the  near  future 
it  will  be  possible  to  arrange  for  this  in  a  manner  entirely  free 
from  annoyance  to  other  users  of  the  Brown  Collecticm.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  some  music  lover  may  be  found  who  will  appre- 
ciate these  possibilities  and  enable  the  Library  further  to  enhance 
the  usefulness  of  Mr.  Brown's  noble  gift 

A  Guide  to  Serial  Publications  founded  prior  to  1918  and 
now  or  recently  current  in  Boston,  Cambridge  and  vicinity,  com- 
piled and  edited  by  Thomas  Johnston  Homer;  Part  III,  pages 
192-288,  Esp.-Int.  inclusive,  1050  copies.  Eighty-five  libra- 
ries are  represented,  and  Part  III  ccxitains  main  entries  from  3953 
to  5797.  .  Half  of  Part  IV  is  in  proof.  TTie  remaining  material 
will  be  printed  as  soon  and  as  continuously  as  it  is  possible  for  the 
copy  to  be  prepared,  but  it  is,  meanwhile,  accessible  for  use  in  the 
Barton  Gallery  of  the  Central  Library. 

Opportunities  for  Adult  Education  in  Greater  Boston.  A 
list  of  free  public  lectures  and  public  educational  courses  offered 
during  the  year  1924-25. 


BATES  HALL. 

The  main  reference  hall  continues  to  be  the  busiest  workroom 
in  the  Central  Library.  The  total  number  of  volumes  from  the 
various  collections  consulted  in  Bates  Hall  was  248,552,  an  in- 
crease of  393  over  last  year.  These  figures  relate  only  to  the 
use  of  books  sent  to  Bates  Hall  from  the  stacks,  for  which  call* 
slips  were  filed.     No  account  can  be  kept  of  the  use  of  the 
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large  reference  collection,  numbering  over  1 0.000  volumes,  sur- 
rounding the  walls  of  the  hall  itself. 

The  service  of  the  Information  Office  has  relieved  Bates  Hall 
from  the  stream  of  those  who  merely  want  to  look  up  a  single 
fact,  but  the  absence  of  these  inquirers  is  more  than  made  up  by 
the  increasing  number  of  students  making  use  of  the  room  for 
their  own  purposes,  many  of  whom  do  not  call  for  library  books. 
Most  of  these  students  are  quiet  and  can  be  accommodated,  but 
the  law  students  often  become  so  boisterous  in  discussing  the 
cases  which  they  are  studying  that  strong  measures  are  sometimes 
necessary  to  muffle  them.  The  presence  of  these  students  has 
had  the  effect  of  driving  many  perscHis  who  wish  to  study  with' 
out  interruption  to  the  Barton  Library.  Following  in  the  path 
into  which  other  libraries  have  been  forced,  it  may  become  neces- 
sary for  this  Library  to  exclude  certain  classes  of  students  from 
Bates  Hall,  at  least  in  the  evening  and  on  Sunday. 

During  the  second  week  in  January,  for  a  considerable  part 
of  two  days,  there  was  standing  room  only  in  Bates  Hall.  The 
reference  books  proved  to  be  such  a  magnet  to  those  who  were 
seeking  the  soluti(His  to  prize  crossword  .puzzles  that  at  one  time 
432  persons  were  counted  in  the  room,  although  it  has  chairs 
for  only  3 1 0.  Those  who  could  not  find  seats,  all  converted  for 
the  moment  into  earnest  students,  were  clustered  in  swarms  about 
the  walls  like  bees  in  a  flower-garden.  There  was  a  quiet  buzz- 
ing, but  no  disorder.  This  earnestness  was  very  destructive  to 
the  reference  books  and  cost  the  Library  three  copies  of  Web- 
ster*s  ''International  Dictionary,**  to  say  nothing  of  extensive 
bindery  repairs. 

The  correspondence  of  the  Reference  Department  was  un- 
usually large  during  the  year.  Seven  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
inquiries  were  received  by  mail  and  answered;  of  these  sixty- 
nine  came  from  the  city  of  Boston,  two  hundred  and  eight  from 
Massachusetts,  and  thirty  horn  foreign  countries,  with  England 
leading.  Through  many  of  these  letters  the  work  of  the  Library 
in  adult  education  is  extended  over  a  wide  field. 

There  have  been  four  hundred  and  eighty-six  changes  in  the 
reference  collection  during  the  year;  one  hundred  and  sixty- four 
new  titles  have  been  added  and  forty-six  books  have  been  re- 
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turned  to  the  stacks  as  no  longer  useful.  The  losses  of  the  year 
from  the  Hall  have  been  larger  than  usuaK  amounting  to  two 
hundred  and  thirty-three  volumes.  The  recovery  of  nine  books 
missing  in  former  years  brings  the  net  loss  down  to  two  hundred 
and  twenty-four. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  note  the  constructive  work  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  card  catalogue  which  is  being  carried  on  by  the 
Card  Division.  The  service  of  the  Hall  has,  on  the  other  hand, 
been  impaired  by  the  serious  breakdown  of  the  machinery  in  the 
stacks,  which  has  caused  unusual  delay  in  the  delivery  of  boob. 
Readers  have  been  patient  and  it  is  expected  that  the  situation 
will  soon  begin  to  improve. 

Conditions  at  the  public  catalogue  are  at  present  very  crowded 
at  certain  seasons  of  the  year.  The  substitution  of  high  tables, 
at  which  users  of  the  catalogue  would  stand,  for  the  present  form 
of  table  which  is  very  wasteful  of  space,  would  help  in  relieving 
the  congestion.  Twice  as  many  persons  could  use  the  catalogue 
if  this  change  were  made. 

THE  NEWSPAPER  AND  PATENT  RCX)MS. 

The  number  of  papers  now  regularly  filed  in  the  Newspaper 
Ro<»n  is  276.  During  the  past  year  seven  papers  have  been 
added  to  the  list  and  two  have  either  ceased  publication  or  have 
been  consolidated  with  other  papers.  The  bound  volumes  now 
number  8,993,  an  increase  of  135  volumes  since  the  last  report 
The  newspaper  files  are  constantly  in  use;  18,389  persons  con- 
sulted 34,037  of  the  volumes  of  newspapers  during  the  year, 
as  ccmipared  with  18,634  persons  who  used  33,334  volumes 
during  the  preceding  year.  The  files  of  many  of  the  eighteenth 
century  newspapers  have  been  enlarged  by  photostat  copies  ac- 
quired from  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society.  Througjb 
the  generosity  of  Mr.  Franklin  F.  Rondy,  of  Boston,  it  was 
possible  to  complete  the  Library's  file  of  the  Boston  Globe. 

The  total  number  of  volumes  in  the  patent  collection  now 
numbers  1 7,33 1 ,  the  increase  for  the  year  being  773  volumes. 
The  countries  represented  in  the  accessicms  were  the  United 
States,  Great  Britain,  France,  Canada,  Australia  and  New 


145] 

Zealand.  Negotiations  have  been  opened  with  the  German 
Patent  Office  to  complete  the  Library's  file  of  the  Patentschrif- 
ten,  the  receipt  of  which  ceased  in  1914.  The  recorded  number 
of  persons  using  the  files  of  patents  during  the  year  was  1 8,495, 
as  compared  with  1 8, 1 63  during  the  preceding  year.  The  num- 
ber of  volumes  consulted  was  1 1 0,633,  as  compared  with 
1 07,868  volumes  the  year  previous. 

INFORMATION  OFFICE.  GOVERNMENT  DOCUMENT  SERVICE 

AND  OPEN  SHELF  ROOM. 

The  ready  reference  material  of  the  Information  Office  con- 
tinues to  assist  an  increasing  public.  Tourists  make  use  of  the 
directories  and  telephone  books;  business  men  consult  the  cur- 
rent-events file  and  the  Chamber  of  Conunerce  reports,  for  the 
business  growth  of  other  cities;  those  uncertain  where  to  spend 
a  vacation  pore  over  the  travel  folders.  In  addition,  informa- 
tion agencies  maintained  by  banks,  department  stores  and  other 
institutions  constantly  refer  inquiries  to  the  Library. 

Over  a  thousand  clippings  and  pamphlets  have  been  added 
during  the  year  to  the  Vocational  Information  file,  the  basis  of 
which  is  four  hundred  school  and  college  catalogues.  A  dupli- 
cate set  of  the  catalogues,  arranged  alphabetically  by  states,  is 
kept  on  the  shelves  of  the  Information  Office.  Frequent  re- 
quests are  made  for  the  following :  art,  secretarial  work,  business 
administration,  accounting,  opportunities  for  the  handicapped, 
lists  of  employment  agencies  and  material  about  eveniiig  and  ex- 
tension courses. 

The  United  States  Tariff  Commission  Reports  and  the  Farm- 
ers* Bulletins  are  among  the  most  popular  of  the  government 
documents.  Last  year,  in  addition  to  the  adult  users,  many 
school  children  consulted  government  material  for  debates  on 
immigration,  child  labor,  etc. 

There  has  been  a  substantial  increase  in  the  circulation  of  the 
Open  Shelf  Room.  Readers  are  encouraged  to  return  Open 
Shelf  Room  books  to  the  department,  thus  avoiding  delay  in 
getting  diem  back  into  circulation.  The  taste  of  the  public  is 
carefully  studied  and  all  manner  of  alluring  titles  are  set  out  to 
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tempt  visitors.  Memoirs,  travel  and  plays  are  most  popular, 
though  every  division  has  its  adherents.  The  foreign  fiction  is 
eagerly  sought.  Recently  several  teachers  in  the  high  schools 
and  colleges  around  Boston  have  recommended  the  collection  of 
essays  and  plays  to  their  pupils  as  "book  report"  reading.  Re- 
tired professional  men  of  the  neighborhood  use  the  books  con- 
stantly. Housewives,  who  have  little  time  for  browsing  m  li- 
braries, delight  in  the  quick  service  of  the  Open  Shelf  Room. 

The  courtyard  library  service  during  lunch  hours  was  an 
interesting  and  successful  experiment  last  summer,  and  while  it 
did  not  materially  increase  circulation,  it  pleased  many  people 
and  justifies  further  trial.  The  chairs  in  the  courtyard  were 
invariably  occupied  by  interested  readers  putting  a  portion  of 
their  lunch-hour  time  to  good  advantage. 

PERIODICAL  ROOM. 

The  figures  for  the  year  just  closed  show  a  gain  in  attendance 
and  in  the  use  of  the  bound  and  unbound  numbers  of  the  periodi- 
cals. The  growth  in  use  has  been  normal  and  consistent  for  a 
long  period  of  years.  If  the  rooms  were  larger  and  were 
equipped  with  more  modern  and  convenient  furniture  there  is 
no  doubt  that  much  greater  use  would  be  made  of  their  facilities. 
The  interest  in  the  use  of  periodical  literature  is  manifested  by  a 
comparison  of  material  used  in  1 900  and  1 924. 

Periodicals  used  during   1900.     Bound   17,267;    unbound 

16,409.    Total  33.676. 

Periodicals  used  during  1924.       Bound  49,315;    unbcMind 

57.943.    Total  107.258. 

The  aggregate  number  of  persons  making  use  of  the  room  at 
certain  hours  in  each  of  two  successive  years,  and  the  number 
reported  five  years  ago.  are  as  follows : 

ATTENDANCE. 
AT  THE  HOURS  10  12  2  4  6  8  9.45 

I920-I92I  12,372    14726    22,653    29.801     20.617    24.514    10.413 

1923-1924  .        15,233    17.416    29.172    35.841     22.416    26.531     13340 

1924-1925  16,432     18.526    32,162    36.427    23,841     27.254    13.763 
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The  use  of  bound  and  unbound  periodicals  shows  the  follow- 
ing increase  over  last  year : 

BOUND    FILES. 

Bound  volumes  consulted  during  the  year.  1923-1924       1924-1925 

Dmy  time   (week-days)        : 46.724  49.315 

Evening  and  Sunday 19.843  20.762 

UNBOUND  FILES. 

Unbound  periodicals  consulted  during  the  year:  1923-1924       1924-1925 

Daf  time  (week-days) 55.516  57.943 

Evening  and  Sunday 24.572  25.682 

The  current  periodicals,  exclusive  of  those  issued  by  the  State 
and  Federal  governments,  regularly  filed  for  readers  in  the 
Periodical  RocHns,  number  1,226.  In  addition  there  are  filed 
for  use  by  readers  in  other  departments  269  current  periodicals 
especially  relating  to  the  fields  covered  by  those  departments, 
as  follows: 

Fine  Arts  Division  and  Music  Room 135 

Teachen'  Reference  and  Clitldren*g  Room 58 

Stadslical  Department 49 

Ordering  Department 27 

269 
Periodical  Rooms 1.226 

Total  number  of  current  periodicals 1.495 

SPECIAL  LIBRARIES. 

The  Special  Libraries  include  all  the  collections  housed  on 
the  third  floor  of  the  Central  Building,  and  comprise  the  follow- 
ing divisions : 

Fine  Arts  Dmsion,  Books,  plates,  pamphlets  and  periodi- 
cals on  the  fine  arts,  including  architecture  and  city  planning, 
sculpture,  painting,  graphic  arts,  and  the  art  crafts;  the  Codman 
collection  on  landscape  architecture ;  material  on  pageants ;  and 
the  Library*s  main  collection  of  photographs,  prints,  art  clippings 
and  lantern  slides. 

Technology  Division.  Books  on  technology,  including  en- 
gineering in  all  its  branches,  manufactures,  applied  sciences,  and 
works  in  the  fields  of  pure  physics  and  chemistry  added  since 
1 922 ;  also  the  bound  files  of  technical  periodicals. 
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Music  Division.  The  Allen  A.  Brown  reference  collection 
of  music  and  literature  of  music;  also  a  large  collection  of  music 
for  home  use,  musical  and  dramatic  periodicals,  indexes  and 
scrap-books. 

Barton 'Ticknor  Division.  Twenty-three  special  collectioiis 
restricted  to  use  within  the  building,  including  Americana,  Anti- 
Slavery  and  Civil  War  material,  books  on  dramatic  history, 
incunabula  and  publications  of  famous  presses,  works  on  mathe- 
matics, Shakespeariana,  Spanish  literature,  books  illustmting 
women's  activities,  etc.  The  Library's  large  collection  of  maps 
and  the  map  catalogue  are  also  to  be  found  in  this  division. 

Important  changes  in  the  arrangement  of  the  Special  Libraries 
are  under  consideration.  There  is  great  need  of  a  large  closed 
room  in  which  to  bring  together  the  rarer  books  from  all  parts 
of  the  Library.  The  work  of  the  Music  Divisicm  is  sadly  ham- 
pered by  the  congested  state  of  its  present  room  and  the  necessity 
of  shelving  the  circulating  music  in  alcoves  a  long  way  off  from 
the  music  room.  The  reading  room  for  fine  arts  and  technology 
is  overcrowded  and  alcove  space  is  immediately  needed  for  en- 
larged open-shelf  collections  in  these  classes.  Many  more  cabi- 
nets are  needed  for  oversize  books,  portfolios,  art  photographs, 
and  process  prints  for  school  circulation. 

Any  adequate  rearrangement  of  the  Special  Libraries  floor  is 
conditional  upon  an  enlargement  of  the  building,  furnishing 
added  space  for  the  storage  of  cabinets.  Failing  this,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  sacrifice  a  considerable  part  of  the  West  Gallery, 
space  now  devoted  to  art-school  students,  conferences  and  other 
special  library  services. 

The  Fine  Arts  Division  has  continued  to  build  up  its  great 
collection,  purchasing  practically  all  the  recent  art  books  of  any 
real  value  in  any  of  the  major  languages  and  a  considerable 
proportion  of  the  very  numerous  collections  of  art  reproductions 
issued  in  portfolio  form.  All  of  these  accessions  have  been  clasfr- 
catalogued  and  shelf-listed,  as  described  in  previous  reports. 
In  the  field  of  architecture  the  collection  is  one  of  the  best 
in  the  world  and  the  fulness  of  the  collections  in  all  art  subjects 
puts  the  Fine  Arts  Division  in  the  first  rank  of  art  libraries  any- 
where. 
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The  Technology  Division  has  maintained  and  improved  all  of 
the  reference  tools  mentioned  in  the  last  report,  but  no  large 
amount  of  new  constructive  work  has  been  undertaken,  because 
illness  deprived  the  division  of  an  assistant  during  several  of  the 
busiest  months.  Eight  years  of  expert  and  systematized  book 
selection  and  replacement,  supplemented  by  scientific  shelf  clas- 
sification and  analytic  class-cataloguing,  have  made  this  division 
a  working  collection  of  unique  and  increasing  usefulness  to 
workers  and  students  throughout  Greater  Boston. 

TTie  Music  Division  received  during  the  year  a  bequest  of 
$3,000  from  the  late  Isabella  Stewart  Gardner,  a  collection  of 
music  by  Massachusetts  composers  from  the  Massachusetts  Fed- 
eration of  Music  Clubs,  and  a  collection  of  [Ponograph  records 
from  the  Columbia  Phonograph  Company.  The  most  impor- 
tant activity  of  the  Assistant-in-charge,  Mr.  Appel,  during  the 
year  has  been  a  series  of  public  lectures  and  piano  recitals  on 
the  weekly  programs  of  music  of  the  Boston  Symphony  Orches- 
tra, held  in  co-operation  with  the  Elxtension  Division  of  the 
State  Board  of  Education,  in  the  library  lecture  hall.  Five 
exhibitions  of  music  were  arranged  by  the  Division. 

The  Barton  -Ticknor  Division  housing  the  Special  CoUecticHis 
of  the  Library  has  drawn  public  attention  to  its  treasures  by  a 
series  of  monthly  exhibitions  of  manuscripts  and  rare  editions  of 
famous  authors.  For  most  of  these  exhibitions,  the  Assistant- 
in-charge,  Dr.  Haraszti,  prepared  critical  descriptions  which 
were  published  in  Boston  papers. 

From  February  1,  1924,  to  February  I,  1925,  the  depart- 
ment put  on  view  fifty  exhibitions.  Of  this  number  twenty-two 
were  of  books  in  the  possession  of  the  Library.  Fifteen  were 
loan  exhibitions,  only  two  of  them  consisting  of  books. 

The  number  of  books  issued  for  home  use  from  the  Special 
Libraries  during  the  year  was  22,836,  compared  with  23,121  in 
1923-1924.  The  circulation  of  the  first  eight  months  of  the 
fiscal  year  showed  an  increase  of  two  per  cent  over  the  same  period 
in  1923-24.  A  decrease  of  seven  per  cent  in  the  last  four 
months  as  compared  with  the  same  period  of  the  preceding  year, 
is  due  to  the  breakdown  of  the  book-carrier  system  and  accounts 
for  one  and  one-quarter  per  cent  loss  for  the  year. 
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£)uring  the  year,  28,921  pictures  and  5,746  lantern  slides 
were  issued  for  use  outside  the  Library.  The  use  of  lantern 
slides  shows  a  gain  of  three  per  cent  over  diat  of  die  preceding 
fiscal  year.  No  comparison  can  be  made  for  picture  circulation 
figures,  because  in  former  years  picture  issue  was  estimated,  not 
counted.  The  total  number  of  photographs  and  process  prints 
now  available  for  study  or  circulation  is  estimated  at  69,473, 
that  of  lantern  slides,  at  1 1 ,083. 

WORK  WITH  CHILDREN. 

The  Library  records  show  a  direct  home  circulaticxi  of 
1,402,013  children's  books  during  the  year,  from  the  Central 
Library  and  branches,  a  gain  of  81 ,738  volumes  over  1923-24. 
Circulation  of  books  issued  to  schools  through  the  branches  and 
the  Central  Deposit  Collection  is  reported  as  312,217,  making 
a  total  circulaticMi  of  1,714,232  volumes  classed  as  juvenile. 
While  some  of  these  books  may  have  been  issued  to  adults,  the 
number  is  far  more  than  offset  by  the  known  use  by  children  of 
books  on  the  adult  classification.  The  percentage  of  juvenile 
circulation  touches  its  highest  point  at  the  North  End  Branch, 
where  it  reaches  87.6  per  cent,  and  its  lowest,  with  33  per  cent, 
at  West  Roxbury,  where  the  adult  members  of  the  ccxnmunity 
make  extensive  use  of  the  public  library  resources.  In  2 1  of  the 
3 1  branches  the  juvenile  circulation  is  over  30  per  cent  of  the 
total.     In  only  two  branches  does  it  fall  below  43  per  cent. 

The  purchase  of  books  to  supply  juvenile  demands  was  gen- 
erous, in  relati(Hi  to  the  entire  appropriation  for  books.  The 
number  of  juvenile  books  purchased  was  33,830,  at  a  cost  of 
$38,862.73.  School  demands  for  classroom  deposits  constitute 
a  heavy  drain  upon  the  book  stock  of  certain  of  the  brand) 
libraries.  In  one  branch  the  circulation  to  schools  reached 
26,388  volumes,  and  in  another  1 9,326  volumes.  The  question 
may  well  be  asked  whether  the  branch  libraries  can  lend  so  many 
books  on  deposit  and  at  the  same  time  satisfactorily  fill  the  needs 
of  the  children  applying  for  books  at  the  branch  library  buildings. 
The  Supervisor  of  Work  with  Children  has  had  the  assistance  of 
a  conunittee  composed  of  two  branch  librarians  and  the  Chil- 


1511 

dren*s  Librarian  at  the  Central  Library  in  the  selection  of  new 
titles  for  purchase. 

The  use  of  juvenile  books  has  been  strengthened  during  the 
year  by  more  personal  service  to  the  children  who  frequent  dif- 
ferent libraries.  There  has  been  a  growing  effort  to  know  chil- 
dren by  name  and  to  establish  better  acquaintance  with  them, 
resulting  in  a  more  intelligent  use  of  books,  in  increased  sense  of 
the  friendly  spirit  of  the  library  staff,  and  OHisequently  more 
orderly  conduct. 

The  Supervisor  reports  that  while  organized  service  to  chil- 
dren in  the  branch  libraries  is  still  inchoate,  since  the  institution 
is  not  able  to  attract  trained  children's  librarians,  the  first  defi- 
nite step  urged  in  her  report  of  last  year  has  been  taken,  namely ; 
the  adoption  of  a  policy  working  toward  the  appointment  of  a 
competent  children's  librarian  in  each  major  branch. 

The  appointment  of  a  suitably  qualified  children's  librarian  at 
the  North  End  Branch  during  the  year  was  a  specially  fortunate 
move,  since  over  87  per  cent  of  the  work  there  is  with  children, 
as  has  been  stated,  and  since  at  times  every  member  of  the  force 
is  engaged  in  suf^lying  their  demands.  The  special  worker 
brought  to  her  position  a  trained  and  sympathetic  understanding 
of  children,  an  appreciation  of  literature  and  a  strong  sense  of  the 
social  function  of  a  library.  In  several  other  branches  assistants 
especially  suitable  but  not  yet  fully  qualified  as  children's  libra- 
rians have  been  added  to  the  staff,  to  the  noticeable  advantage 
of  the  Library  in  each  case. 

Classes  in  children's  literature  have  been  regularly  held  for 
the  benefit  of  untrained  members  of  the  library  staff,  upon  whom 
falls  the  task  of  helping  in  children's  rooms.  Twenty  assistants 
have  received  this  instruction  from  the  Supervisor  and  have  shown 
ability  to  apply  the  lessons  for  the  guidance  and  direction  of 
readers. 

The  year  in  the  Children's  Department  has  been  marked  by  a 
fine  spirit  of  co-operation  and  loyalty  on  the  part  of  the  staff  and 
by  a  growing  perception  of  the  aims  and  purpose  of  work  with 
children  as  a  whole. 

Children  s  Rooms,  The  Children's  Room  at  the  Central  Li- 
brary has  been  greatly  improved  in  appearance  by  painting  and 
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by  the  removal  of  one  of  the  circular  stairways,  which  gave 
room  for  additional  bookcases.  It  is  now  possible  to  place  cer- 
tain useful  books  close  to  the  charging  desk  and  to  provide  several 
cases  of  books  for  readers  of  intermediate  school  age«  who 
often  need  the  same  guidance  as  the  younger  children. 

Physical  conditions  have  been  improved  at  the  Upham*s  G)r- 
ner  Branch,  by  the  removal  of  the  Children*s  Room  from  the 
unsatisfactory  quarters  in  the  ward  room  to  the  long  unused 
swimming  tank  in  the  basement.  This  forms,  in  fact,  a  novel 
children's  reading  room.  Lighting,  ventilation  and  space  are 
more  abundantly  provided  than  under  the  old  arrangement  and 
the  disposition  of  the  floor  space  permits  better  control  of  the 
children.  'Among  the  major  branches  the  crowding  of  the 
Children's  Room  at  South  Boston  is  most  serious,  making  any 
extension  of  the  work  there  out  of  the  question.  As  that  part 
of  the  city  affords  great  opportunities  for  growth,  it  is  unfortu- 
nate that  there  seems  to  be  no  immediate  prospect  of  a  new  inde- 
pendent library  building. 

Slqr^  Hour.  Library  story  hours  were  held  at  66  different 
places  in  the  course  of  the  year,  the  largest  number  of  points 
yet  touched  in  this  way.  The  Supervisor  reports  that  the  work 
was  planned  on  the  same  line  as  in  other  years,  and  that  it  met 
with  the  same  response  from  children,  librarians  and  teachers. 
That  the  stories  have  served  to  introduce  to  children  books  that 
they  might  not  otherwise  read  is  evident  from  the  letter  of  one 
little  girl,  vA\o  writes  as  follows:  **The  nicest  part  about  her 
stories  is  that  they  were  just  the  stories  we  have  seen  again  and 
again  on  the  library  shelves  and  never  taken  them  out."  Ap- 
preciation  of  the  story  telling  in  the  schools  has  been  expressed 
by  many  teachers  and  principals  who  open  their  doors  at  all  times 
to  the  story  tellers  with  a  ready  welcome  and  an  assurance  of 
hearty  belief  in  this  method  of  introducing  books  to  children. 

Summer  visits  to  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  which  are  always 
fruitful  in  promoting  friendships,  were  made  by  many  of  the 
children  in  charge  of  branch  librarians.  These  events  are  made 
possible  each  year  by  invitation  of  the  Museum,  and  are  eagerly 
anticipated  by  those  who  have  experienced  the  pleasure  of  previ- 
ous trips. 
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Teachers*  Room.  This  room  grows  increasingly  to  deserve 
its  name.  It  serves  not  only  a  growing  number  of  Boston  teach- 
ers but  many  who  come  from  outside  the  Metropolitan  area  for 
the  Saturday-morning  courses  given  in  the  different  colleges. 
The  shifting  of  emphasis  on  various  educational  methods  shows 
the  trend  of  current  thought.  The  **Project  Method"  as  a  vital 
subject  has  given  way  to  "Platoon  Schools,*'  to  the  "Dalton 
Plan"  and  to  the  "Junior  Hij^  School."  Material  on  educa- 
tional measurements  is  in  constant  demand. 

Publications.  In  addition  to  a  third  revision  and  expansion 
of  the  "Graded  List  for  Boys  and  Girls,"  made  in  the  autumn, 
the  Children's  Department  contributed  bibliographical  work  on 
two  school  lists,  "A  Course  in  Citizenship"  and  "Boston  Read- 
ing Lists,"  School  documents  Nos.  1 0  and  11  for  1 924,  in  both 
of  which  obligations  to  the  Library  are  acknowledged  by  the 
compilers.  Material  progress  has  been  made  toward  the  com- 
pletion of  an  "Approved  List  of  Children's  Books  for  Purchase 
in  the  Central  Library  and  Branches." 

Children  s  Book  Week.  Special  exhibits  of  books  'and  pic- 
tures, and  addresses  before  different  audiences  marked  this  an- 
nual occasion.  The  Supervisor  of  Work  with  Children  gave 
addresses  as  usual  during  the  year,  among  which  was  the  first 
radio  talk  aimed  to  give  larger  library  publicity.  It  is  noted 
as  the  entrance  upon  a  new  field  of  library  work,  one  capable 
of  great  expansion. 

Co-operation  with  Children  s  Museum.  Exhibits  of  interest- 
ing and  attractive  material  from  the  Children's  Museum  have 
been  held  at  the  Central  Library  and  at  the  Tyler  Street,  South 
End  and  North  End  Branches  during  the  year.  The  service 
is  unfortunately  limited  because  of  the  necessity  of  providing 
glass  cases  to  house  the  various  exhibits. 


THE  BRANCH  SYSTEM. 

The  total  interior  floor  space  devoted  to  library  uses  in  the 
thirty-one  branches  amounts  to  about  3|4  acres.  Of  these 
branches,  1 0  are  in  municipal  buildings,  1 3  occupy  rented  quar- 
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ters  and  8  have  buildings  owned  by  the  Library.  Elntire  build- 
ings are  occupied  by  II  of  the  branches. 

The  subsidiary  agencies  served  through  the  Branch  Depart- 
ment include  38  fire-engine  houses,  42  institutions  of  various 
types,  and  1 99  schools,  of  which  1 3  are  parochial  schools.  The 
total  number  of  agencies  through  which  the  Library  serves  the 
public  is  330,  as  compared  with  320  a  year  ago.  The  number 
of  volumes  issued  on  borrowers*  cards  from  the  Central  Libra- 
ry through  the  Branch  Department  was  1 1 7,089,  as  against 
1 07,250  in  1 923-24,  and  II 1 ,070  in  1 922-23.  These  figures 
show  a  gain  of  9,839  volumes  issued  during  last  year  as  com- 
pared with  the  year  previous.  The  proportion  of  unsuccessful 
calls  for  books  was  3 1 .3  per  cent,  die  same  as  the  year  before. 
Of  the  total  unsuccessful  requests  37,236  were  calls  for  fiction, 
as  against  32,640  last  year.  Of  the  total  number  of  volumes  sent 
out  from  the  Central  Library  throu^  the  branches  91 ,333  were 
taken  directly  from  the  shelves  of  the  Branch  Deposit  Collection. 

The  total  circulation  of  the  Branch  System  for  the  fiscal  year 
was  2,798,006  volumes,  including  books  received  from  the  Cen- 
tral Library,  compared  with  2,394,033  the  year  before,  a  gain 
in  circulation  of  203,973  volumes.  Twenty-seven  branches 
gained  and  four  lost  In  circulation.  The  greatest  gains  were  at 
Mattapan,  Andrew  Square,  Warren  Street,  South  Bostcm,  Dor- 
chester, Jeffries  Point  and  Orient  Heights;  the  losses  were  at 
Upham*s  Corner,  Parker  Hill,  Tyler  Street  and  Charlestown. 

The  number  of  volumes  sent  out  from  the  Central  Library  on 
deposit  to  schools,  institutions  and  other  agencies  was  46,414, 
as  against  42,230  last  year  and  43,286  in  1 922-23.  The  num- 
ber of  volumes  sent  to  schools  from  the  Central  Library  and 
branches  was  39,2 1 6,  compared  with  60,91 3  last  year.  Of  this 
number  19,393  were  sent  from  the  Branch  Issue  Division,  Cen- 
tral Library,  as  compared  with  1 7,392  the  year  before.  The 
number  of  books  issued  on  deposit  from  the  branch  libraries, 
chiefly  to  schools,  was  39,823,  compared  with  43,321  the  year 
before.  The  number  of  individual  teachers  supplied  was  1 ,3 1 2, 
as  against  1,391  in  1923-24. 

The  number  of  volumes  acquired  by  purchase  for  branch  use 
during  the  year  was  34,381 ;  of  these  6,336  were  placed  in  die 
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Branch  Deposit  G>lIectioD,  and  47,825  were  distributed  among 
the  thirty-one  branches.  These  figures  represent  over  eighty 
per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  accessions  by  purchase  for  the 
entire  library  system,  namely  66,483  volumes.  The  number  of 
books  bound  for  the  branch  libraries  the  past  year  was  26,3 1 9, 
as  compared  with  24,626  in  1923-24. 

Buildings.  The  Allston,  Dorchester,  Mattapan,  Parker 
Hill,  Warren  Street  and  South  Boston  Branches  are  in  dire  need 
of  new  quarters.  Thirteen  branches  require  extensive  repairs 
and  practically  every  branch  needs  new  equipment  of  one  kind 
or  another.  Lighting  conditions  in  many  of  the  branches  have 
been  justly  criticised.  In  November  last,  the  Supervisor  was 
instructed  to  have  a  study  of  this  subject  prepared.  A  survey, 
including  floor  plans  of  every  building,  widi  what  is  considered 
adequate  lifting  marked  on  the  plans,  has  been  made  and  is 
now  under  consideration. 

Unsatisfactory  buildings  and  run-down  or  out-of-date  equif>- 
ment  have  in  no  wise  daunted  the  librarians  and  staffs  of  the 
branches.  By  skilful  rearrangement  of  furniture  and  careful 
supervision  of  heating,  lighting,  cleaning*  and  ventilation,  the 
buildings  have  been  made  to  serve  their  purpose  to  the  limit  of 
their  capacity.  At  every  one  of  these  branches,  the  hope 
is  cherished  that  the  people  of  the  neighborhood,  appreciating 
good  service  under  difficult  conditions,  will  presently  be  awakened 
to  the  need  for  better  buildings  with  proper  equipment,  and  vdll 
take  vigorous  action  to  secure  them. 

The  City  Superintendent  of  Buildings  in  November  allowed 
the  use  of  the  swimming  tank  in  die  Municipal  Building  in  which 
the  Upham's  Comer  Branch  is  located,  for  the  use  of  a  diil- 
dren's  room.  Tables  and  chairs  were  placed  on  the  floor  of 
the  tank  and  book  cases  were  placed  along  the  walls  of  the 
galleries.  The  arrangement  is  in  every  way  satisfactory  and 
the  tank  room  has  proved  admirably  adapted  for  the  purpose  it 
is  now  called  upon  to  fulfill. 

PersonneL  During  the  past  year  16  persons  have  been  in 
training  at  the  West  End,  South  Boston  and  East  Boston 
branches.  Of  these  14  have  been  encouraged  to  continue  in 
library  work  and  2  have  been  urged  to  try  other  employment. 
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To  recommend  for  appointment  a  young  person  who  during  a 
period  of  several  months  manifests  no  aptitude  for  library  service 
is  as  unfair  to  the  young  person  as  it  is  to  the  library.  The 
candidate,  however,  is  given  every  opportunity  to  prove  her 
worth,  and  must  appear  obviously  unfitted  for  library  work  be- 
fore being  advised  to  try  something  else. 

Of  the  14  encouraged  to  remain,  1 0  have  already  passed  the 
general  paper  of  the  C  grade  examination,  8  have  in  addition 
passed  the  required  language,  and  4  have  passed  the  promotional 
examination  for  second  assistantship. 

Committees.  The  ccxnmittee  work  proves  increasingly  valu- 
able. The  Committee  on  Personal  Service  has  presented  to 
the  Director  a  completed  scheme  for  graded  branch  service  and 
has  co-operated  in  the  revision  of  an  important  sectimi  of  die 
Branch  Code  Book  — * 'Registration,  Fines  and  Penalties.*' 
The  Committee  on  Book  Selection  has  during  the  year  recom- 
mended all  titles  for  branch  fiction  purchased  by  the  Library 
for  branches.  The  Committee  on  Registration  has  followed 
up  the  procedure  connected  widi  checking  up  the  Code  Book. 
The  Committee  on  Circulation  and  Publicity  notes  with  satis- 
faction a  net  increase  in  circulation  from  the  branches  of 
1 63,306  books  during  the  past  year.  A  new  form  of  advertis- 
ing has  been  introduced  in  libraries  which  have  show  windovirs 
on  the  street.  There  are  nine  such  libraries,  and  the  window 
space  used  prior  to  library  occupation  for  di^laying  groceries 
or  dry  goods  is  now  used  for  exhibits  which  advertise  books. 
The  Committee  on  Binding  and  Repairing  reports  splendid 
work  throughout  the  whole  system,  particularly  in  the  matter  of 
recasing  and  in  labeling  the  books  with  white  ink. 

As  a  piece  of  educational  extension  service,  book-review  talks 
have  been  planned  and  successfully  carried  out  in  Brighton  and 
West  Roxbury;  in  each  case  book-lists  have  been  prepared  by 
the  Branch  Catalogue  Division.  Pbsters  have  been  prq^ared  for 
all  branches  and  these  are  changed  die  first  day  of  each  month. 
Special  lists  and  also  collections  of  books  are  displayed  with  the 
posters. 

Notes  from  the  reports  of  the  branch  librarians  will  be  found 
on  pages  78-86  of  the  Aj^ndix. 
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LECTURES  AND  EXHIBITIONS. 

The  twenty-seventh  free  public  library  course  offered  seventy- 
one  lectures,  distributed  as  follows:  travel  1 9,  literature  1 5,  music 
14,  art  8,  nature  (birds,  gardens),  biography  and  history,  and 
civic  subjects,  4  each.  The  attendance  has  been  on  the  whcJe 
larger  than  usual,  and  at  only  a  very  few  lectures  has  the  hall 
failed  to  be  filled.  In  three  cases  it  has  been  found  necessary 
to  turA  away  large  numbers  from  the  doors,  and  one  lecture  had 
to  be  given  three  times.  It  has,  unfortunately,  been  necessary 
to  make  a  considerable  number  of  substitutions  at  short  notice,  on 
account  of  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  listed  lecturers. 

In  addition  to  the  above  course,  the  Ruskin  Club  held  its  bi- 
monthly meetings  on  Monday  afternoons ;  various  organizations 
held  open  meetings  in  the  hall;  the  Community  Service  Incor- 
porated, co-operating  with  the  Public  Celebrations  Committee 
of  the  City,  gave  a  Christmas  pageant  which  was  artistically  and 
intrinsically  worth  while ;  and  there  were  several  concerts  given 
during  Music  Week,  under  the  au^ices  of  the  Boston  Music 
Week  Committee.  The  Division  of  University  Extension  ar- 
ranged courses  for  every  evening  of  the  week,  except  Thursday, 
for  several  courses  during  the  day,  and  for  short  courses  on  opera 
and  in  French.  The  innovation  of  the  year  was  a  course  of 
lectures  on  the  programs  of  the  Symphony  Orchestra,  given  in 
advance  of  the  concert,  which  proved  to  be  popular.  The  hall 
was  used  five  hundred  and  twelve  times  in  thirty-seven  weeks. 

There  were  several  long  exhibitions  in  the  Fine  Arts  Exhibi- 
tion Room  and  short  ones  shown  in  connection  with  lectures 
given  in  the  free  library  course.  Those  that  appealed  most  to 
the  public  were  the  original  water-colors  by  Pedro  Subercaseaux 
illustrating  the  life  of  St.  Francis  of  Assisi;  the  Fifty  Books 
of  1924  selected  by  the  Aiperican  Institute  of  Graphic  Arts; 
the  prize  competition  posters  for  the  House  Beautiful^  and  the 
reproductions  of  paintings  by  John  Singer  Sargent. 

In  the  Barton  -Ticknor  Room  tfiere  were  monthly  exhibitions 
of  manuscripts,  first  editions  and  prints  arranged  in  connection 
witfi  birth-anniversaries  of  authors  and  anniversaries  of  historical 
events. 
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The  lists  of  lectures  and  public  exhibitions  held  at  the  Central 
Library  from  the  fall  of  1924  through  the  spring  of  1925  may 
be  found  on  pages  68-73  of  the  Appendix. 

STAFF  INSTRUCTION. 

After  a  number  of  years  of  exi>eriment»  plans  for  instruction 
of  the  staff  are  being  carried  on  with  a  considerable  degree  of 
assurance.  Four  regular  courses  are  now  in  progress,  each  of 
which  contributes  something  definite  to  the  equipment  of  those 
assistants  who  are  able  to  attend  them.  Professor  Robert  E. 
Rogers,  of  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  is  ^ing 
his  fourth  course  in  the  Library,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Division  of  University  Extension,  to  a  large  and  in- 
terested class,  in  which  twenty-six  library  employees  are  enrolled. 
His  subject  this  year  is  the  "Great  Classics  of  Literature  from 
the  Earliest  Days  to  the  Renaissance.*'  This  course  will  prob- 
ably be  supplemented  next  year  by  a  similar  one  covering  the 
masterpieces  of  the  past  four  centuries^  Miss  Eleanor  M.  Colle- 
ton is  continuing  her  instruction  in  Italian  to  thirteen  library 
employees  who  are  making  ready  for  an  examinat]<Hi  in  that 
language.  Miss  Alice  M.  Jordan  is  giving  a  year-course  in 
work  with  children  to  thirteen  library  assistants  and  Mr.  Frank 
H.  Chase  is  giving  a  course,  also  extending  over  the  year,  b 
general  history  for  reference  assistants,  in  which  twenty-three  are 
enrolled.  The  attempt  is  being  made  to  give  all  of  these  courses 
solid  value  for  Irbrary  purposes  and  to  hold  the  students  down 
to  specific  assignments  each  week.  The  vision  of  a  regular 
scheme  of  training  for  assistants  in  this  Library  is  each  year 
becoming  clearer. 

THE  BINDERY  AND  PRINTING  DEPARTMENTS. 

Despite  the  fact  that  the  Bindery  has  vacancies  unfilled,  the 
work  accomplished  during  the  year  has  been  the  largest  in  the 
history  of  the  department.  The  total  of  bound  volumes  of  all 
types  was  45,994.  In  addition,  9,295  new  volimies  were  re- 
cased  before  being  put  in  circulation. 
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The  purchaae  of  an  oversewing  machine  has  more  than  justi- 
fied its  cost,  by  making  possible  an  increased  output  with  a  di- 
minished sewing  force.  To  add  further  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
Bindery  the  following  machinery  is  much  needed :  a  roller  backer 
to  lessen  the  work  of  hand4>acking«  a  rotary  board  shears  for 
cutting  board  by  power*  a  rounding  machine,  which  is  rendered 
quite  necessary  in  order  to  handle  the  book-output  of  the  over- 
sewing machine,  and  a  gluing  machine  to  eliminate  gluing  by 
hand  in  cover  making.  With  these  additions  it  is  anticipated 
that  the  department  can  increase  its  output  materially  without 
adding  to  its  staff. 

In  the  Printing  Department,  as  no  considerable  additions  have 
been  made  to  the  plant  since  1918  and  no  modernization  since 
1912,  it  became  necessary,  in  order  to  maintain  present-day 
standards  of  mechanical  efficiency,  to  undertake  extensive  re- 
newals. Their  need  was  carefully  studied  during  the  summer 
and  early  fall  and  contracts  were  drawn  and  signed  late  in  the 
year  which  admitted  of  distributing  die  cost  of  the  changes 
through  a  series  of  appropriations.  The  first  change  to  be  af- 
fected under  the  plan  consisted  in  the  substitution  for  the  old  stop- 
cylinder  press,  which  had  done  duty  for  twenty-nine  years,  of 
a  modern  and  somewhat  larger  two-revolution  press  equipped 
with  an  automatic  feeder;  and  of  the  addition  of  a  similarly 
equim>ed  folding  machine.  The  installation  was  made  just 
before  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  and  it  is  expected  that  further 
changes  will  be  carried  out  during  the  year  to  come. 

On  page  68  of  the  Appendix  will  be  found  the  usual  statistics 
for  the  Bindery  and  Printing  Departments. 

RETIREMENTS. 

During  the  fiscal  year,  the  following  persons  were  retired 
under  the  Boston  Retirement  System. 

Catalogue  and  Shelf  Department:  Dora  L.  Cutler,  cata- 
loguer (retired  February  29),  entered  service  1887;  Ida  W. 
Gould,  cataloguer  (retired  August  31,  voluntary),  entered  ser- 
vice 1 884 ;  William  G.  T.  Rotf e,  first  assistant  in  charge  Shelf 
Department  (retired  February  29),  entered  service  1881 ;  Mary 


[601 

H.  RoUms,  editor  of  Library  Publications  (retired  March  31. 
voluntary),  entered  service  1886.  Special  Libraries  Depati" 
ment:  Walter  Rowlands,  first  ansatant  in  charge  of  Fine  Arts 
Division  (retired  January  31),  entered  service  1 90 1 .  Enginea 
and  Janitor  Department:  Henry  Niederauer.  Chief  Engineer 
(retired  February  29) .  entered  service  1 894 ;  Walter  M.  Leigh- 
ton,  night  watdiman  (retired  March  31,  disability),  entered 
service  1911.  Binder}^  Department:  Zenobia  Felton,  sewer 
(retired  December  31),  entered  service  1909;  Therese  A 
Masterson,  assistant  (retired  April  31,  disabihty),  entered  ser- 
vice 1907;  ]<Am  F.  Murphy,  forwarder  (retired  July  31,  dis- 
ability), entered  service  1883;  Ellen  F.  Potts,  forewoman 
(retired  December  31,  voluntary),  entered  service  1892;  Wil- 
liam A.  Wendall,  forwarder  (retired  July  31,  voluntary),  en- 
tered service  1909.  Fellorves  Athenaeum  Branch:  Sarah  W. 
Griggs,  assistant  (retired  December  31 ),  entered  service  1886. 
With  regret  is  noted  the  death  while  in  service,  on  April  5, 
1 924,  of  Alice  M.  Morris,  sewer,  of  the  Bindery  Department, 
employed  since  1 909. 

CONCLUSION. 

There  is  no  limit  to  the  benefits  which  a  free  public  library, 
adequately  supported,  can  render  to  ihe  community  which  it 
serves  through  the  rich  stores  of  information,  entertaimnent  and 
inspiration  available  in  the  books  upon  its  shelves.  Under  wise 
management  its  public  service  is  restricted  only  by  the  amount  of 
its  funds  —  the  funds  necessary  for  the  purchase  of  books,  iot 
their  housing  and  proper  care,  for  the  making  of  catalogues,  in- 
dexes and  other  bibliographic  aids  in  their  use,  and  for  attracting 
to  its  staff  men  and  women  whose  training  and  experience  have 
equii^>ed  them  for  giving  to  the  public  the  widest  and  wisest 
assistance  in  making  use  of  library  material. 

If,  finally,  the  Library  is  to  function  more  fully  in  its  aid  to 
young  men  and  women,  no  longer  in  school,  and  to  adults  who 
wish  to  broaden  their  knowledge  and  culture  through  systematic 
reading,  means  must  be  found  for  the  employment  of  specially 
trained  advisers  who  will  give  wise  and  sympathetic  help  to  in- 
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dividual  students  and  will  otherwise  aid  in  the  development  of 
that  work  of  adult  education  which  is  the  outstanding  task  now 
ccHifronting  this  institution*  with  the  other  public  libraries  of 
America. 

It  is  with  satisfaction  that  I  record  my  acknowledgment  of 
the  faithful  service  rendered  by  the  officials  of  the  Library  and 
the  employees  generally,  and  my  appreciation  of  their  loyal  and 
efficient  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  F.  D.  Belden, 

Director. 


APPENDIX. 


TABLES  OF  CEhTTRAL  AND  BRANCH  CIRCULATION. 


1919-20 

1920-21 

1921-22 

1922-23 

1923-24 

1924-25 

CeDtral  Libraiy 

.      507.038 

551.190 

591,640 

590.655 

576,997 

67.3,024 

Branches: 

Alltton 

.       43.492 

41.369 

47328 

53.598 

57,705 

60358 

Andrew  Square 

29.726 

30.761 

33.944 

33,413 

51,991 

68.1% 

Boyltton  SutioD 

40.758 

44.829 

50,033 

55.672 

62340 

64,671 

Brighton    . 

.        71.720 

75.273 

79397 

83,238 

87.672 

92.702 

Charletlown 

80.900 

91.455 

98.780 

101,140 

99.035 

98.433 

Gty  Poinl 

33,784 

34.510 

30.300 

38381 

43.277 

47.441 

Codman   Square 

85.246 

91.721 

101.792 

103,810 

113.529 

114.950 

Dorchester 

68.173 

68.873 

70.3% 

67,810 

75.608 

88.628 

Dor.  Lower  Milli 

1        18.308 

18.040 

17.765 

17.577 

25.801 

27.259 

East    Boston 

115.062 

111.813 

120.234 

120.993 

125.968 

128J71 

Faneuil 

.       22.626 

24.001 

24.913 

24.944 

27.004 

30.443 

*Fellowes  Athen. 

74.024 

80.469 

80.933 

79,125 

71.673 

76.007 

Hyde    Park 

78.444 

79.592 

80.855 

82.498 

89.716 

95334 

Jamaica  Plain 

55.771 

58.228 

60.507 

59.970 

64.022 

68.630 

Jeffries    Point 

»        .  •  >  • 

•     •     •     • 

10309 

35.925 

40.857 

52.020 

Mattapan    . 

16.351 

16.439 

20.499 

20.497 

27.699 

48.789 

Mount  Bowdoin 

68.177 

73,620 

80.492 

83376 

98.%1 

107.679 

Mount   Pleasant 

48.098 

49.949 

57.562 

53.846 

52.977 

53,953 

Neponset    . 

19.433 

22.630 

28.789 

33.262 

40353 

41.466 

North  F.nd 

59.676 

69.846 

85.187 

%,359 

107.329 

117.075 

Orient  Heights 

21.133 

21.934 

27.970 

34,240 

30.580 

40,605 

Parker   Hill 

52,846 

48,891 

49.209 

49.459 

44.081 

37.038 

Roslindale 

66.798 

73.310 

80.879 

82.597 

89,336 

94.888 

Rozbury  Crossinj 

I       43.232 

47,030 

57.609 

55.91 1 

57.869 

67.143 

South   Boston 

.      100.602 

104.979 

121.194 

124.809 

139.173 

152.799 

South    End 

94,386 

99.751 

97.403 

99.543 

111.682 

117345 

Tyler   Street 

15.587 

31343 

40.039 

39.973 

42.270 

37321 

Upham's  Comer 

111.186 

113.846 

119.375 

120.257 

109.731 

95.975 

Warren  Street   . 

88,720 

94.991 

104.412 

108.665 

122.159 

136.961 

West  End  . 

114.162 

123.137 

136.431 

142.470 

1H267 

157321 

West  Rozbury  . 

55,273 

54.956 

66.470 

74.970 

81,199 

88J249 

ToUl    . 

2.300.732  : 

Z,448.776  : 

2.672.646  : 

2.768.984  : 

2,922,861 

3.132.194 

*  Rozbury  Branch  renamed  Fellowes  Athenaeum  Branch  in  1923. 
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The  net  gains  and  losses  in  circulation  are  presented,  apart 
from  the  totals,  in  the  following  form : 


1919-20  gain  over  preceding  jear 
1920-21  gain  over  preceding  year 
1921—22  gain  over  preceding  year 
1922—23  gain  over  preceding  year 
1923-24  gain  over  preceding  year 
1924-25  gain  over  preceding  year 


VOLUMES. 

272.679 
146.044 
223.870 
96338 
1 53.877 
209,333 


USE  OF  BOOKS. 


CIRCULATION  FROM  CENTRAL  BY  MONTHS. 


HOME  USE 


SCHOOLS  AND 


HOME  USE 

THROUGH 

INSTITUTIONS 

TOTALS. 

DIRECT. 

BRANCH  DEFT. 

THROUGH 
BRANCH  DEPT. 

February.  1924  . 

35.125 

13.611 

15.551 

64.287 

March,          **     • 

34.823 

12.690 

18.860 

66.373 

April, 

33.766 

12.427 

20,280 

66.473 

May.             ••      .         . 

28.136 

9.578 

19.750 

57.464 

June, 

24.649 

8.041 

19.640 

52330 

July.           -     .       . 

18.187 

5.891 

5.323 

29,401 

August 

19.641 

6.033 

4.465 

30.139 

September, 

19.440 

5.764 

4.475 

29.679 

Oclober.        "      . 

25.848 

7.918 

11.310 

45.076 

November,    **     . 

33375 

12,295 

15.175 

60.845 

December, 

32.099 

12.405 

17,933 

62.437 

Jannaiy,     1925  . 

29.099 

10.436 

18.985 

58,520 

Totals 


334.188 


117.009 


171,747 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  TOTAL  CIRCULATION. 


Central  Library: 

a.  Direct 

h,  Tbrongh  Branches  .... 
c.  ScbooU     and     Institutions     through 
Branch   Department   . 

Branches: 

Allston 

Andrew  Square  . 
Boykton    Station 
Bnghlon 
Cliarleslown 
City  Point  . 
Codman  Square  . 
Dorchester 

Dorchester  Lower  Mills 
Boston 


HOME 

use. 

334.188 
117.089 


schools  and 
institutions. 


171,747 


Carried  formard 


60.358 
68.1% 
64J4I 
54.679 
86.832 
47.441 

106.599 
71.759 
27.162 

109,666 

696.833 


•  •    •    • 

•  •    •    • 

730 
38.023 
11,601 

•  •      •     a 

8351 

16.869 

97 

19.105 

94,776 


623.024 


TOTAL. 


623,024 


60358 
68.1% 
64.871 
92.702 
98.433 
47.441 

114.950 
88.628 
27.259 

128,771 

791,609 


i 


1641 


Brought  formard 
Fanenil 

Fellowet  Athenaeum 
Hyde  Park 
Jamaica   Plain    • 
Jetfriet    Point 
Matlapan    . 
Mount   Bowdoin 
Mount    Pleasant 
Neponset 
North  End 
Orient  Height! 
Parker   Hill 
Roslindale 
RozbuiT   Clotting 
South  Botlon 
South  End  . 
Tyler  Street 
Upham**  Comer 
warren   Street 
West  End  . 
West  Rozbury 


HOME 

SCHOOLS  AND 

^nNfv«.i 

USE. 

INSTITUTIONS. 

Total. 

696.833 

94.776 

791.609 

30.443 

•  •  «  • 

30.44) 

60.048 

15,959 

76^007 

85.017 

10317 

95334 

57.970 

10.660 

(AfiSO 

52.020 

•  •  •  • 

52JQ20 

48.789 

•  •  •  • 

48.709 

105.243 

2,436 

107.679 

53.953 

•  •  •  • 

53,953 

41.466 

•  •  ■  • 

41.466 

1153% 

1.679 

117X175 

40.337 

268 

40.605 

37.038 

•  •  •  • 

37/138 

86.238 

8.650 

94,686 

66.383 

760 

67.143 

132.573 

20.226 

I52;f99 

100.677 

17,168 

117345 

37.261 

60 

37321 

92.812 

3.163 

95,975 

133.494 

3.487 

136.981 

138.137 

19.184 

157321 

71.649 

16^600 

66i249 

2J283.777 


225393 


2.509.17D 


These  figures  are  condensed  into  the  following: 


Books  Lent  for  Home  Use,  including  Circulation  through 

Schools  and  Institutions. 

From  Central  Library  (including  Central  Library  books  iMued  dirou^ 

die  Branches)  ...........  623/124 

From  Branches  (excluding  books  received  from  Central  Library)       •        2,509.170 

Total 3.132.194 


Comparative. 

Central  Library  circulation   (excluding 
schools  and  institutions) : 
Direct  home  use       .... 
Through  Branches    .... 

Branch    DefMUiment    circulation     (ex- 
cluding schools  and  institutions) : 
■Direct  home  use       .... 

Schools  and  institutions  circulation  (in- 
cluding books  from  Central  through 
the  Branch  S3rstem) 


1923-24. 


1924-25. 


328.828 
107.250 


436.078 


2.135.699 


351.084 


334.188 
117,089 


451.277 


2.283.777 


397.140 
3J32J94 


2.922.861 

Under  the  inter-library  loan  system  with  other  libraries  the 
following  use  of  books  for  the  purpose  of  serious  research  is 
shown  for  two  successive  years : 


J 
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1923-24.  1924-25. 

Volnmet  leal  fram  diia  Libnury  to  olher  libraries  ia  Mastachtitelti         1 ,5%  1 ,770 

Lent  to  libnuriM  onlnde  of  MaiMchiuetIt 246  237 


Totib 1342         2,027 

Applicatioiit  refmed: 
r  rom  librariet  in  Mastachutettg      ......  462  342 

From  Kbrorics  ovlnde  of  MasMclmtetls        ....  92  82 

Toteb 554  424 

Borrowed  from  otber  librariet  for  ine  bere      •        .        •        •  35  20 

Tlie  classified  "home-use**  circulation  of  the  branches  was  as 
follows,  for  two  successive  years : 

1923-24.  1924-25. 

VOLUMES.  PERCENTAGE.  VOLUMES.  PERCENTAGE. 

Ficlioii  lor  adolls     .  665,125  3U  713320  31 

Non-fictioii  for  adnlli  .                218,105  102  260,051  11 

JoTCBile  ficlioa  769,182  36.1  841,116  37 

jimmile  Bon-ficlioo  .  .        .        477^13  22.4  468,310  21 

At  the  Central  Library  the  classified  *'home-use**  circulation 
shows  the  following  percentages: 

1923-24  1924-25 

PERCENTAGES.  PERCENTAGES. 

FidioB 47.9  483 

NoD-fictm 52.1  51.7 


BOOK  ACCESSIONS. 

BOOKS  ACQUIRED  BY  PURCHASE.  . 

For  die  Ce.lr.1  Library:                                                 1923-24.    ^  1924-25. 

From  Gljr  approprialioB        ....        6,805  8328 

From  Irmt  fnuk  income        ....        4,032  3,774 

10,837     12,102 

For  brandiet: 

From  Qljr  appropriation        ....      50,147  54,289 

r  rom  tivst  ronclt  income        .        .        •        •  4  yz 

50.151     54381 

By  Fellowes  Alhmarmn  (for  Fellowet  Alhenae- 

nm  Brancb) 1.178  832 

Totab 62,166  67315 

Of  the  842  volumes  acquired  by  the  Fellowes  Athenaeum 
during  the  past  year,  832  were  purchases,  8  were  gifts,  and 
2  were  of  periodicals  bound. 
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The  following  statement  includes  the  accessions  by  purchase 
combined  with  books  received  by  gift  or  otherwise : 


CENTRAL.     BRANCHES. 


Acceuionf  by  purchase   (including  832  volumet 
by  Fellowet  Athenaeum) 


12.102 


AcceMiont    by    gift    (including    8    volumet    for 

Fellowet  Athenaeum) 10.024 


Accessions  by  Statistical  Department  . 

Accessions  by  exchange 

Accessions  by  periodicals  bound  (including  2  for 

Fellowes  Athenaeum) 

Accessions  of  newspapers  bound  .... 


172 
54 

2.062 
114 


55213 

1.807 

•  •  •  « 

•  •  ■  • 

139 


24.528         57,1 59 


TOTAL 

VOLUMES. 

67JI5 

11.831 

172 

54 

2.201 
114 

81.687 


THE  CATALOGUE. 


Catalogued  (new): 

Central  Library  Catalogue 
Serials      .... 
Branches  • 

Recatalogued  • 

Totals  .... 


VOLS.  AND 
PARTS. 

1923-24. 


TITLES. 


22.172 

4.528 

48.616 

14,791 


14.471 

.... 

42.113 

7.709 


VOLS.  AND 
PARTS. 

1924-25. 


Tinxi. 


24.135 

4.685 

53301 

19.007 


13.606 

•    •    •  ■ 

44J2! 
15391 


90.107       64.293  101.128       73320 


SHELF  DEPARTMENT. 


The  number  of  volumes  shelved  and  thus  made  available  for 
public  use,  taken  from  the  report  of  the  Shelf  Department,  is 

Placed  on  the  Central  Library  shelves  during  the  year; 

General  collection,  new  books  (including  continuations)  ....        22,962 

Special  collections,  new  books  and  transfers Ij900 

Books  reported  lost  or  missing  in  previous  years,  but  now  found,  transfers 

from  branches,  etc , 2j064 

26,846 

Removed  from  Central  Library  shelves  during  the  year: 

Books  reported  lost  or  missing,  condemned  copies  not  yet  replaced,  trans- 
fers, etc I3JB87 

Net  gain.  Central  Library 12.959 

Net  gain  at  branches I2J64 

Net  gain,  entire  library  system 25,223 
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The  total  number  of  volumes  available  for  public  use  at  the 
end  of  each  year  since  the  formation  of  the  Library  is  shown  in 
the  following  statement : 


1852-53      . 

9.688 

1889   . 

520.508 

1853-54      . 

16.221 

1890   . 

536.027 

1854-55      . 

22.617 

1891    . 

556283 

1855-56      . 

28.080 

1892   . 

576.237 

1856-57      . 

34,8% 

1893  » 

597.152 

1857-58      . 

70.851 

1894   .       . 

610.375 

1858-59      . 

78.043 

1895  . 

628.297 

1859-60      . 

85.031 

1896-97      . 

663.763 

1860-61 

97.386 

1897-98      . 

698.868 

1861-62      . 

105.034 

1898-99      . 

716.050 

1862-63      . 

1 10.563 

1899^1900  . 

746383 

1863-64      . 

116.934 

1900-01 

781.377 

1864-65      . 

123.016 

1901-02      , 

812.264 

1865-66      . 

130.678 

1902-03      . 

835.904 

1866-67      . 

136.080 

1903-04      , 

flAAHAA 

1867-68      . 

144.092 

1904^5      . 

871.050 

1868-69      . 

152.7% 

1905-06      . 

878.933 

1869-70      .        . 

160.573 

1906-07      . 

903.349 

1870-71 

179.250 

1907-08      . 

922.348 

1871-72      .       . 

192.958 

1906-09      . 

941.024 

1872-73 

. 

209.456 

1909-10      . 

961 .522 

1873-74      . 

260.550 

1910-11 

987.268 

1874-75      . 

276.918 

1911-12      . 

.     1.006.717 

1875-76      .       . 

297.873 

1912-13      . 

.     1.049.011 

1876-77      . 

312.010 

1913-14      . 

.     1.067.103 

1877-78      . 

345.734 

1914-15      . 

.     1.098.702 

1878-79      . 

360.%3 

1915-16      . 

,     1.121.747 

1879-80      . 

377.225 

1916-17      . 

.     1.139.682 

1880-81 

390.982 

1917-18      . 

.     1.157.326 

1881-82      . 

404;22l 

191ft-19 

.     1.173.695 

1882-83      . 

422.116 

1919-20      . 

.     1.197.498 

l883-«4      . 

438.594 

1920-21 

.     1,274.510 

1884-^5      . 

453.947 

1921-22      . 

.     1.258.211 

1885   .        . 

460.993 

1922-23      . 

.     1.284.094 

1886   ..        . 

479.421 

192^24      . 

.     1306.041 

1887    .        .        . 

492.956 

1924-25      . 

.     1333.264 

1888   .        . 

505.872 

• 

Volmiies  in  entire  library  system 

1.333.264 

VohnMs  in  die  branclies  .... 

.       .       .        .       .       346.863 

These  volumes  are  located  as 

follows : 

Central  Library  .                          986.401 

Dorcbester  Lower  Mills                    2.226 

Allsum        .        . 

•         1 

4.745 

East    Boston 

21.074 

Andrew  Square 

• 

4.854 

Faneuil 

4.634 

Boylston   Station 

5.287 

Fellowes  Atbenaeum  . 

36370 

Dn^lon 

I 

18.320 

Hyde   Park 

33.447 

Qiarleslo¥fn 

1         1 

14.356 

Jamaica  Plain 
Jeffries  Point 

17.589 

Qty  Point  . 

• 

7^19 

3.089 

Codman  Square 

•         < 

9.119 

Matlapan 

3.331 

Dorcbester 

1                             4 

14.251 

Mount  Bo¥r( 

Join  , 

1 

8.670 
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Moaal  Pleasant  . 

5.827 

Nepontet     .        .         .        , 

3.590 

North  End          .        .        . 

10.449 

Orient  Heighb    . 

4.136 

Parker  Hill 

3.338 

Rotlindale   .        .        .        . 

10,752 

Rozbury  Crotnng 

5.809 

Sovui  DOftm 

.        .          10739 

South  End  . 

.        .          13.955 

Tyler   Street 

5,(M 

Uoham't  Comer  . 
inr  alien  Street     • 

13.063 

9,454 

Wert  End  .        .        . 

.        .         2aiQ2 

West  Roxbvry    . 

.        .         13.982 

THE  BINDERY. 

192^24.  1924-25. 

Nnmber  of  volumet  bound  in  various  styles    ....  52,483  55,289 

Magazines    stitched 237  216 

Volumes  repaired 2J45  3.046 

Volumes  guarded 1.941  1312 

Maps  mounted 65  35 

Photographs  and  engravinoi.  etc^  mounted     ....  3,295  3j019 

Library  publications  folded,  stitched  and  trimmed  •  157,161  75,278 


THE  PRINTING  DEPARTMENT. 

1923-24. 

Requisitions  received  and  filled 294 

Card  Catalogue  (Central  Library) : 

Titles  ezcTusive  of  automatic  reprint 13,962 

Cards  finished  (exclusive  of  extras) 203,109 

Card  Catalogue  (Branches): 

Titles  (Printing  Department  count) 704 

Cards  finished  (exclusive  of  extras) 41,536 

Signs     .        •        .         .      ^ 2,518 

Blank  forms  (numbered  series) 3,751,465 

Forms,  circulars  and  sundries  (outside  numbered  series)  .  -    83,446 

Catalogues  and  pamphlets 157,691 


1924-25. 
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THE  LECTURES  OF  1924-1925. 

All  lectures,  except  those  marked  with  an  asterisk  (*)  were 
illustrated  with  lantern  slides. 

1924 

Oct.      6.  *Our  Selves  and  Our  Ideals.    Miss  Lilian  Whiting.     (Rusidii 

Club.) 
Oct      9.     Friendly  Vinting  with   the   Birds.       Rev.    Manly   Bacon 

Townsend. 
Oct.    1 2.  *The  Origin  of  Species  in  Modem  Poetry.     Grant  H.  Gxle. 

(New  England  Poetry  Club  Course.) 
Oct    16.     Alaska:    the  Promised  Land.     Mrs.  Alice  Howland  Ma* 

comber. 
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Oct    19.  ♦Recent  American  Folk  Plays:    "Sun-Up."  •'Hcll-Benl  for 

Heaven,"  etc.      Robert  E.   Rogers,  A.M.      (Drama 

League  Course.) 
Oct.    23.     The  Nipponese:   a  Story  of  Present  Day  Japan.      John  C. 

Bowker,  F.R.G.S. 
Oct.    26.     Historic  Wales:   its  People  and  its  Scenery.    Mrs.  Nellie  E. 

Packard. 
Oct.    27.     The  National  Parks  of  the  United  States.     Kenneth  Dam- 

ren.     (Ruskin  Club.) 
Oct    30.     Wordsworth  and  the  Lake  Country.     Everett  L.  Getchell. 
Nov.      I.  ♦The  Requirements  of  the  Great  Poet.     Charles  Hammond 

Gibson.     (American  Literary  Association.) 
Nov.     2.   ♦Tragedy  and  Comedy  of  Charles  Dickens.     Francis  Henry 

Wade.  M.D. 
Nov.     6.     A  Rocky  Mountain  Hike:    Nine  Thousand  Miles  through 

the  Beauty  and  Bigness  of  America.     Rev.  Charles  W. 

Casson.   (Field  and  Forest  Club  Course.) 

Repeated  by  request  on  Jan.  8  and  Feb.   15.  at  eight 

o'clock. 
Nov.     9.  ♦The  Enjoyment  of  Art.    Waller  Sargent. 
Nov.     9.   ♦The  Ancestral  Name.  Ranulf.     William  A.  Randall. 
Nov.    10.   ♦The  British  Poets  from  the  Seventeenth  to  the  Nineteenth 

Century.    Charles  Hammond  Gibson.     (Ruskin  Club.) 
Nov.    1 3.     The  Anniversary  of  Robert  Louis  Stevenson.    Guy  Richard- 
son. 
Nov.    16.   ♦Reading  of  Shakespeare's  "Hamlet.*'     George  F.  Pearson. 
Nov.  20.     The  Glory  of  England :   Her  Cathedrals  and  Scenic  Beauty. 

Frederick  Parsons,  F.R.S.A. 
Nov.  22.  ♦The  Song  Recital.    Henry  Gideon,  A.M. 
Nov.  23.  ♦Reading  of  Shakespeare's  "King  Henry  IV,  Part  II."     By 

members  of  local  Shakespeare  Clubs,  under  the  direction 

of  Mrs.  Frederick  H.  Briggs.    (Drama  League  Course.) 
Nov.  24.  ♦Ruskin's  Museums.       Mrs.  May  Smith  Dean.        (Ruskin 

Club.) 
Nov.  30.  ♦A  Modem  Opera:    Pfitzner's  "Palestrina."      Otto  G.  T. 

Straub. 
Nov.   30.     The  Pueblo  Indians:    Yesterday  and  To-day.     George  H. 

Browne. 
Dec.      4.      Florence:   the  Gty  of  the  Lily.     Martha  A.  S.  Shannon. 
Dec      7.      Public  Celebrations.    J.  Philip  O'Connell. 
Dec.      7.   ♦Music  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.    Henry  Gideon.  A.M. 
Dec      8.   ♦Ruskin's  Message  to  Youth  and  the  Twentieth  Amendment. 

Rev.  Davis  Wasgatt  Clark.     (Ruskin  Club.) 
Dec.    1 1  •     Days  with  the  Birds.     Mrs.  James  L.  Tryon.     (Field  and 

Forest  Chib  Course.) 
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Dec.    1 3.  *The  Growth  of  Freedom  in  Elnglish  Verse  Technique.    Helen 

Archibald  Clarke.      (American  Literary  Association.) 

Dec.    14.   *Music  in  the  Life  of  the  World:  Story  of  the  Carol.     Mme. 

Beale  Morey. 

Dec.    1 5.   ^Christmas  in  Music  and  Pageantry.     Richard  C  Appel. 

Dec.    18.     How  the  Dutch  do  it:   Housing  Problems  and  Port  Develop- 
ment.   Frank  A.  Bourne,  S.M.,  A. LA. 

Dec.   20.  *The  Nativity  Cycle  of  York  Mystery  Plays.     PubKc  Cele- 
brations Committee  and  Boston  Community  Service,  Inc. 

Dec.   2 1 .  ^Carols  and  Chansons  of  Christmas.     Henry  Gideon,  A.M. 

Dec,   21.  *Reading:    "The  Christmas  CaroL"     Walter  Bradley  Tripp. 

(Auspices  Dickens  Fellowship.) 

Dec.   22.  ^Music,  arranged  by  Mrs.  Arthur  Howard  Davison.     The 

Christmas  Message,  Mrs.  Minnie  Meserve  Soule.    (Ras- 
kin Club.) 

Dec.   28.     Boston  Architecture:    Past  and  Present      Frank  Chouteau 

Brown. 
1925 

Jan.      4.  ^The  Marvel  and  Glory  of  Glass;    Ancient  and  Modem. 

Mrs.  Walter  G.  Dennison. 

Jan.      8.     A  Rocky  Mountain  Hike:    Nine  Thousand  Miles  througii 

the  Beauty  and  Bigness  of  America.     Rev.  Charles  W. 
Casson.     (Repeated  by  request.) 

Jan.     1 1 .   ^Swedish  Male  Harmony  Chorus.     Carl  Hulton,  Director. 

Jan.     12.   ^What's   What   in    Books.      John   Clair   Minot      (Ruskin 

Club.) 

Jan.     13.     Mediaeval  Pilgrimages  and  Art.     Arthur  Kingsley  Porter, 

B.F.A. 

Jan.     1  7.  *The  Immutable  Laws  of  Great  Poetry.     E.  Charlton  Black, 

LL.  D.     ( American  Literary  Association. ) 

Jan.     18.     The  Appreciation  of  Greek  Sculpture.     Clarence  Kennedy. 

A.M. 

Jan.    22.     Cycling  through  Merrie  England  in  Pre-War  Days.     Ar- 
thur D.  Ropes. 

Jan.    25.     Our  New  Comedy  and  American  Family  Life.    Albert  Hat- 
ton  Gilmer,  A.M.     (Drama  League  Course.) 

Jan.    26.     The  Wonderland  of  America.    Mrs.  Arthur  Dudley  Ropes. 

(Ruskin  Club.) 

Jan.    29.     Snaring  Bird  Songs.    Charles  C.  Gorst. 

Feb.      1 .   *A  Splendid  Rebel :   Life  and  Times  of  Patrick  Henry.    Hen- 
ry Lawrence  Southwick. 

Feb.      5.     Peasant  and  Decorative  Arts  of  Czecho-Slovakia.    Dr.  Borii 

Morkovin. 

Feb.      8.  *New  New  England  Poets.     Thomas  A.  Watson.     (New 

Elngland  Poetry  Club  Course.) 
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Feb.     9.  *AiiiiiYenary  Observance  of  John  Ruskin's   Birth.        Rev. 

Harold  E.  B.  Speight     (Ruskin  Club.) 

Feb.    1 1 .  ^The  String  Quartet  as  a  Musical  Form.     Leo  R.  Lewis. 

Feb.  12.  The  Land  of  the  Backward  Rolling  River:  Chekiang  Prov- 
ince, including  its  Capital,  Hangchow,  the  Heavenly. 
William  Dean  Goddard,  A.M.  (Field  and  Forest 
Club  Course.) 

Feb.    15.  ^Modern  French  Music.     Edward  Burlingame  Hill. 

Feb.    15.     A  Rocky  Mountain  Hike:    Nine  Thousand  Miles  through 

the  Beauty  and  Bigness  of  America.  Rev.  Charles  W. 
Casson.     (Repeated  by  request) 

Feb.    16.  ^Americanization:    ito  Ideals.     Two  addresses:    The  Value 

of  Law  and  its  Observance.  Hon.  Sanford  Bates. 
The  Development  of  the  True  Citizen.  Dr.  Charles  A. 
Cobum.     (Ruskin  Club.) 

Fd>.    1 9.     Under  Italian  skies.    Mrs.  Arthur  D.  Ropes. 

Feb.   22.  ^Worthwhile  Patriotism.     Hon.  Michael  J.  Murray. 

Feb.   26.     Whaling  and  its  Methods.     Arthur  E.  Watson. 

Mar.      1 .     Boston,  the  Convention  City.     Charles  J.  Fox. 

Mar.      1.  *The  Program  of  the  Flonzaley  Quartet     Leo  R.  Lewis. 

Mar.     5.     Killamey:    its  Lakes  and  Legends.     Rev.  William  M.  Stin- 

son,  S.J. 

Mar.  8.  ^Treasures  of  the  Theatre  Collection  in  the  Harvard  Univer- 
sity Library.  Frank  W.  C.  Hcrsey,  A.M.  (Drama 
League  Course.) 

Mar.     9.     Days  of  Romance  in  Old  Spain.      Mrs.  James  Frederick 

Hopkins.     (Ruskin  Club.) 

Mar.    12.     Tramps  about  the  Presidentials.      Milton   E.   MacGregor. 

(Field  and  Forest  Club  Course.) 

Mar.    15.   *The  Magic  of  Words.     Horace  G.  Wadlin,  UttD. 

Mar.    15.     The  Art  of  Printing  as  shown  in  Fifty  Books  of   1924. 

John  Coolidge  Hurd. 

Mar.  19.  Earth  Changes,  illustrated  by  the  Geology  of  Boston.  Har- 
vey Woodbum  Shimer,  Ph.D. 

Mar.  22.     Palestine:   the  Homeland  of  the  Master.     Anton  Hanania. 

Mar.  23.  *The  Value  of  Critical  Literature.     Mr.  Henry  A.  Higgins. 

(Ruskin  Club.) 

Mar.  26.     Along  Dutch  Waterways.     Mrs.  James  Frederick  Hopkins. 

Mar.  29.  *The  Music  of  the  Bible.     Charles  N.  Lanphere. 

Apr.     2.     New  England  Birds  and  Wild  Flowers.     Mrs.  Harriet  U. 

Goode. 

Apr.      5.  *Footlight  Orchestra.     Thompson  Stone,  Director. 

Apr.      9.     English  Gardens.     Robert  N.  Cram,  B.L.A 

Apr.    12.  *Brahm*s  Requiem:   an  exposition.     Leo  R.  Lewis. 
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Apr.    13.     Ruskin  and  Agriculture  Today.     Dr.  Arthur  H.  Gilbert 

(Ruskin  Club.) 
Apr.    16.     Architecture  in  the  United  States  in  the  last  Ten  Yean.    J. 

Randolph  Coolidge,  Jr. 
Apr.    19.     The  Lexington  and  Gmcord  Fights.     Thomas  G.  Frothing- 

Apr.  27.     Author's  Reading.     Rev.  Henry  Hallam  Saunderson,  D.D. 

(Ruskin  Club.) 
May     7.     "The  Triumph  of  Religion/*  a  lecture  on  the  decorationi  by 

John  Singer  Sargent  in  the  Public  Library.     Dr.  Heniy 

Hallam  Saunderson. 
May     7.  ^Lincoln  House  Orchestra.    Jacques  Hoffman*  Conductor. 
May  1 0.  ^Concert  by  Myrtle  Jordan.    Carl  Safford.  accompanist 
May   10.  ^Peabody  House  Orchestra.     Russell  Cook,  Conductor. 
May    1 1 .   *Aimual  Meeting  of  the  Ruskin  Club. 
May   14.     **llie  Triumph  of  Religion.*'     Rer.  Henry  Hallam  SauD- 

derson.     (Repeated  by  request.) 


PUBLIC  EXHIBITIONS.   1924-1925. 
1924 

May      Robert  Browning.     First  editions  and  manuscripts. 

Landmarks  in  Music,  1630—1924. 

Famous  bridges. 

Recent  accessions  in  fine  arts. 

Victor  Herbert,  1859-1924. 
June      Bunker  Hill.    Manuscripts,  etc. 

Foreign  travel  posters. 

Evolution  of  church  music. 

Old  Boston  and  Massachusetto. 

Junior  Red  Cross  poster  competition. 
July      Tennyson  centenary.     Manuscripts  and  first  editions. 

Old  Boston  and  Massachusetts. 
Aug.      Civil  War  pictures. 

William  Wordsworth  and  Samuel  Taylor  Coleridge. 
Sept      History  of  the  art  of  printing. 
Oct.       Wordsworth.  Coleridge  and  Stevenson. 

Recent  accessions  on  decorative  art 

Columbus  Day.    Books  and  portraits. 

Alaska. 

Japan. 

Wales. 
Nov.      Robert  Louis  Stevenson.    First  editions. 

Illuminated  manuscripts. 

Original  etchings  by  Anton  Schutz. 


i 
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EngKsh  cathedrals  and  abbeys. 

Artistic  bookbindiiigs. 
Dec       Puvis  de  Chavannes. 

American  Indians.     Curtis  photographs. 

American  Indians.     McClintock  photograjJis. 

Fragments  of  European  architecture.     Water-colors  by  F.  A. 
Bourne. 

Life  of  St  Francis  of  Assisi.     Original  water-colors  by  Suber- 
caseaux. 
Jan.        Edgar  Allan  Poe.     Manuscripts  and  first  editions. 

Life  of  St  Joan  of  Arc 

Greek  sculpture.     Photographs  by  Prof.  Clarence  Kennedy. 

Portolan  Atlas. 
Feb.       Photographs  of  stage  settings,  loaned  by  the  Theatre  Arts  Maga- 
zine. 

Charles  Dickens.    First  editions  and  manuscripts. 

Portolan  Adas. 

Henry  W.  Longfellow.    First  editions  and  manuscripts. 

Photographs  of  Shakespearian  Costume  Ball. 

"House  Beautiful**  Cover  designs,  loaned  by  the  House  Beauti- 
ful PublisUng  Company. 
Mar.      Medici  abd  Seeman  color  printo. 

'*Fifty  Books  of  1924,**  selected  by  American  Institute  of  Graph- 
ic Arts,  and  exhibited  by  Society  of  Printers  of  Boston. 
Apr.       Nathaniel  Bowditch  memorial  exhibition. 

"Be  Kind  to  Animals  Week**  prize  posters. 

Battle  of  Lexington.     Manuscripts  and  prints. 

John  Singer  Sargent  memorial  exhibition. 
May       Old-Time  baseball  players  (McGreevy  Collection). 

Elxamples  of  the  work  of  the  Pre-Raphaelite  Brotherhood. 

William  EUlery  Channing. 


SELECTED  LIST  OF  GIFTS  AND  GIVERS. 

The  American  Printer,  New  York  City.  Thirty  photographs,  color 
prints,  etc.,  contributed  to  the  Franklin  Bi-Centennial  Number  of 
The  American  Printer. 

Bassett,  Abbot,  Newtonville.  Fifty-five  volumes,  publications  if  the 
League  of  American  Wheelmen. 

The  Bibliophile  Society,  through  Mr.  H.  H.  Harper.  "The  Yankee 
abroad.**  Unpublished  poem,  by  Eugene  Field,  reproduced  in 
manuscript  facsimile  following  the  printed  version,  and  two  volumes 
of  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Bibliophile  Society  to  complete  the 
Ubrary  file,  1920,  1923. 
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Boston  Society  of  Civil  Engineers.  Engineering  News.  1877-1884. 
1887.  (Lacking  in  the  Library  file);  Boydeirs  illustrations  of 
the  dramatic  works  of  Shakespeare,  London  ( 1 798)  and  Ancient 
carriages,  containing  25  plates. 

Bradford,  Gamaliel,  Wellesley  Hills.     The  soul  of  Samuel  Pepys.    By 
Gamaliel  Bradford.     Boston.     1924. 
Bare  souls.     By  Gamaliel  Bradford.     New  York.      1924. 

British  Museum,  London.  The  Lindisfame  Gospels  .  .  .  Three  plates 
in  colour  and  thirty-six  in  monochrome  from  Cotton  MS.  Nero  D. 
IV  in  the  British  Museum,  with  pages  from  two  related  manuscripts. 
With  introduction  by  Eric  George  Millar.     London.      1923. 

Chandburi,  Prince  of,  Bangkok,  Siam.  Commentaries  of  Buddhakosa. 
Scries  of  Buddhist  Scriptures,  translated  into  the  Pali  language  and 
printed  in  Siamese  characters,  in  commemoration  of  the  crematory 
obsequies  of  Her  Majesty,  the  late  Queen-Mother.      1 5  v. 

Chelminski,  Jan  V.,  New  York  City.  L'Armce  du  Duche  de  Varsovie. 
Par  Jan  V.  Chelminski.  Texte  par  le  Commandcmt  A.  Malibran. 
Paris.     1913.     Portraits.    Plates,  mostly  colored. 

Committee  of  the  Irish  National  War  Memorial,  Dublin,  Ireland.  Ire- 
land's Memorial  Records.  1914—18.  Being  the  names  of  Irish- 
men who  fell  in  the  Great  European  War.  With  decorative  bor- 
ders by  Harry  Clarke.  Dublin.  1923.  Privately  printed.  8 
v.,  folio. 

Cooch,  Mrs.  J.  Wilkins,  Pocomoke,  Md.  Ancestry  and  descendants  of 
Nancy  Allyn  (Foote)  Webb,  Rev.  Edward  WAb  and  J<Meph 
Wilkins  Cooch.  By  Mary  Evarts  (Webb)  CoocL  Wilmington. 
1919. 

Cutter,  Leonard  F.,  Charlestown.  A  file  of  the  Waverley  Magazine 
from  Vol  I,  1850,  to  1890,  with  some  omissions.  This  gift  has 
made  the  Library  file  very  nearly  complete. 

Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  National  Society.  Manual  of 
the  United  States.  For  the  information  of  inunigrants  and  foreign- 
ers. Published  by  the  National  Society,  Daughters  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution.  Compiled  by  Elizabeth  C.  B.  Buel.  Washing- 
ton. 1923.  Fifty  copies  each  of  English,  Russian,  Italian,  French, 
German,  Hungarian,  Spanish,  Polish  and  Yiddish  manuals. 

Davis,  Walter  G.,  Portland,  Me.  The  ancestry  of  Lydia  Harmon. 
I  755  -1 836,  wife  of  Joseph  Waterhouse  of  Standish«  Maine.  By 
Walter  Goodwin  Davis.      Boston.     1 924. 

The  Dickens  Society  of  West  Roxbury,  through  Mrs.  Lawrence  Baker. 
The  letters  of  Charles  Dickens.  1833  to  1870.     London.     1909. 

Evans,  Richard  T.,  Tientsin,  China.  American  trade-marks,  trade- 
names, copyrights  and  patents  in  China.  By  Robert  T.  Bryan.  Jr. 
Shanghai.     (1924.) 

Farrer,  Sir  Thomas  Cecil,  2d  Lord  Farrer,  Dorking,  England.     Some 
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Farrer  memoriak.  Being  a  selection  from  the  papen  of  Thomas 
Henry,  first  Lord  Farrer.  1819-1899.  Made  by  his  son,  Thomas 
Cecil,  second  Lord  Farrer.     London.     1923.     Privately  printed. 

Fearing,  Mrs.  Harriet.  Twenty-five  volumes,  including  The  Chesapeake 
Bay  Country.  By  Swepson  Earle.  Baltimore.  1923;  Colmar 
en  France.  Par  Carlos  Fischer;  Cent  diz  aquarelles,  eaux-fortes 
et  dessins  by  Hansi.  Paris.  1 923 ;  Nouvelle  histoire  de  France. 
Par  Albert  Malet.  Paris.  1922 ;  The  Inns  of  the  Middle  Ages. 
by  W.  C.  Firebaugh.  Chicago.  1924;  Petit  Larousse,  1923 
edition,  and  The  Highland  Clans  of  Scotland,  by  George  Eyre- 
Todd. 

Ford,  Worthington  C.  Twenty-five  photostat  copies  of  broadsides  of 
tfie  Revolutionary  period,  proclamations,  epitaphs,  etc. 

Coodowsky,  Hyman,  Estate  of,  through  Barnard  Goodowsky  and  Charles 
Shulman,  executors.  Three  hundred  and  fifty-four  volumes  and  64 
numbers  of  periodicals  in  Hebrew.  A  collection  of  Hebrew  litera- 
ture, including  treatises  and  commentaries  on  ths  Old  Testament,  es- 
says and  sermons  on  the  Talmud  and  on  the  Prophets. 

Great  Britain,  Patent  Office,  London.  Specifications  of  inventions,  122 
volumes. 

Hale,  Philip.  Five  volumes  of  music  for  flute,  harp,  violin,  etc.  For 
the  Allen  A.  Brown  Music  Library. 

Harper,  Henry  Howard.  The  Devil's  Nest.  (A  novel.)  By  Henry 
Howard  Harper.  With  etched  frontispiece  by  W.  H.  W.  Bicknell. 
No.  31  of  100  copies.  Cedar  Rapids.  (1923.);  Library  es- 
says about  books,  bibUophiles.  writers  and  kindred  subjects.  By 
Henry  Howard  Harper.     Boston.     1924. 

Hazard,  Miss  Caroline,  Peacedale,  R.  I.  South  Country  studies  of 
some  Eighteenth  Century  persons,  places  and  conditions,  in  that  por- 
tion of  Rhode  Island,  called  Narragansett.  By  Esther  Bernon 
Carpenter.     Boston.    1924. 

Hooper,  Mrs.  Susan  Thayer.  Fifty  volumes  of  Italian  literature.  For 
North  End  Branch. 

Hovey,  Dr.  Alvah,  Elstate  of,  through  Mrs.  W.  B.  Parshley.  Forty- 
three  bound  volumes  and  fifty  unbound  numbers  of  the  Bibliotheca 
Sacra.  1844-1903. 

Huidekoper,  Edgar,  Meadville,  Pa.  Huidekoper.  Holland  family. 
1730-1924.  Compiled  by  Edgar  Huidekoper.  Jan.  I,  1924. 
(Chart.) 

Johnson,  Henry  Lewis.  Ppnting  type  specimens.  Standard  modem 
type.  By  Henry  Lewis  Johnson.  Boston.  1924.  Two  copies; 
Historic  design  in  printing.  With  introduction  by  Henry  Lewis 
Johnson.     Boston.     1923.    Inscribed  copy. 

Jordan  Marsh  Company,  through  C.  H.  Critchett.  Sixty-nine  directories 
of  New  Elngland  cities  and  towns.     For  the  Information  Room. 
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Lodge,  Hon.  Henry  Cabot.  Speeches  and  addresses  of  Warren  G 
Harding.  President  of  the  United  States.  Delivered  during  tbe 
course  of  his  tour  from  Washington,  D.  C,  to  Alaska  and  returo 
to  San  Francisco.  June  20  to  August  2.  1923.  Compiled  by 
James  W.  Muiphy.      (Washington.     1923.) 

McCill  University  Library.  Montreal.  Elighty-four  publications  of  Mc- 
Gill  University  and  **The  romance  of  a  princess,  a  comedy  and 
other  poems.**  by  Amy  Redpath  Roddick. 

Mergenthaler  Linotype  Company.  The  manual  of  linotsrpe  typography. 
With  comment  by  William  Dana  Orcutt  Brooklyn.  1 923.  Five 
copies. 

Mills,  Mrs.  Ina  Lawson.  Elstate  of,  through  Isaac  B.  Mills,  executor. 
Twenty-one  volumes  of  music,  including  opera  scores  of  Faust,  Mar- 
tha, Traviata,  etc. 

Monks,  Mrs.  Richard  J.  Les  legendes  de  Venise.  Par  Maria  Star. 
Illustrations  de  Raffaela  Mainella.  Venise.  1909.  Elxemplaire 
No.  301.     Folio.    Some  borders  and  illustrations  in  color. 

Morgan,  J.  Pierpont,  New  York  City.  Babylonian  records  in  the  Li- 
brary of  J.  Pierpont  Morgan.  Part  4.  Edited  by  Albert  T.  Clay. 
New  Haven.     1923. 

New  York  Public  Library.  Journalism.  A  bibliography.  Compiled 
by  Carl  L.  Cannon.     New  York.     1 924. 

Nichols,  E.  M.,  Philadelphia.  Nichols  genealogy.  Ancestry  and  des- 
cendants of  Thomas  Nichols  of  East  Greenwich,  Rhode  Island  and 
Danby,  Vermont.  Eldited  by  Nathan  Round  Nichols.  (Congress 
Park.     1923.) 

O'Brien,  Dr.  Frank  P.,  New  York  City.  A  collection  of  62  Beadle*s 
Dime  novels,  including  the  rare  Squaw  Chief,  by  Mrs.  Ann  S. 
Stephens,  and  Maum  Guinea,  by  Mrs.  Metta  V.  Victor;  photo- 
graphs of  Mr.  E.  F.  Beadle,  Wm.  F.  Cody,  W.  H.  Manning  and 
others,  and  a  letter  written  by  Mr.  Beadle  to  his  daughter. 

Old  South  Church  in  Boston.  Book  of  the  Fortieth  Year.  Issued  in 
grateful  and  affectionate  recognition  of  the  fortieth  i^kmiversary  of 
the  installation  of  George  A.  Gordon,  D.D.,  as  minister  of  the  Old 
South  Church.      Boston.     1924. 

Page,  L.  C,  &  Company.  Nineteen  volumes  of  their  publications  cur- 
rently issued. 

Permanent  Blind  Relief  War  Fund.  Paris.  Two-hundred  and  twenty 
volumes,  including  1 64  volumes  of  modem  Elnglish  and  French  au- 
thors in  Contracted  and  Revised  Braille. 

Perry,  Thomas  Sergeant.  Six  volumes,  including  The  hymns,  anthems 
and  tunes,  with  the  Ode  used  at  the  Magdalen  Chapel.  Set  for  the 
organ,  harpsichord,  voice,  German-flute,  or  guitar.     London.     N.  d. 

Radcliffe,  Mrs.  James  A..  New  York.  Captain  Edward  Richardson. 
A  memorial.     With  genealogical  records  of  some  of  his  anceslon 
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and  descendants.    By  Elizabeth  Wills  Vernon  Radcliffe.     (Salem.) 
1923.    Privately  printed. 

Reisner,  George  A.,  Clarence  S.  Fisher,  and  David  Gordon  Lyon.  Har- 
vard excavations  at  Samaria,  1 908— 1 91 0.  By  George  A.  Reisner, 
Clarence  S.  Fisher,  and  David  Gordon  Lyon.  Cambridge.  Har- 
vard University  Press.     1924.     (Harvard  Semitic  Series.     1,2^) 

Sachs,  Raphael,  New  York  City.  A  collection  of  manuscript  material, 
letters  and  documents  relating  to  Boston  and  Massachusetts,  1  734  to 
1 800.  Among  them  a  letter  written  in  1 775  relating  to  the  dis- 
continuance of  the  light  in  Boston  Harbor. 

Sanger,  Mrs.  George  P.  Alexandra  (Empress).  Letters  to  Nicholas  II. 
Petrograd.     1922.    2  v.    In  Russian;  six  volumes  of  music. 

Sargent,  Prof.  Charles  S.,  Brookline.  A  list  of  publications  of  the 
descendants  of  Epes  Sargent  Comixled  by  Julia  Mehitable  John- 
son. (1923.)  Portraits  of  Epes  and  Ann  Sargent,  children  of 
William  Sargent  and  their  descendants  and  connections,  in  the  Judith 
Sargent  House,  Gloucester,  Massachusetts.     1 924. 

Seaver,  Henry  G.,  Westfield,  N.  J.  The  Seaver  Genealogy,  history 
and  directory  of  the  Seaver  (Sea vers.  Sever,  etc.)  families  of  Europe 
and  America.     By  Jesse  Seaver.     Philadelphia.     1 924. 

Shaw,  Mrs.  Henry  S.,  Milton,  Mass.  A  collection  of  opera  and  con- 
cert programmes  and  theatre  play  bills  dating  from  1849  to  1923, 
two  engravings  and  fourteen  volumes  including  The  works  of 
Flavius  Josephus,  Frankfort,  1580;  Ptolemy's  Geography,  Venice, 
Venice,  1598;  the  first  edition  of  Bussato*s  Garden  of  Agricul- 
ture, Venice,  1592,  and  Dolce*s  translation  of  the  Metamorphoses 
of  Ovid,  Venice,  1568.  Among  the  17th  century  books  are 
Theatro  del  Mondo  by  Ortelius,  Venice,  1689,  with  a  description 
and  map  of  America  and  Delia  Fisionomia  dell  *Huomo  by  G. 
Battista  Porta,  Padua,  1623,  illustrated  with  wood-cuts;  and  a 
Bible  in  German,  printed  at  Dordrecht,  bound  in  leather  with  em- 
blems and  figures  in  repousse  metal  work. 

A  second  gift  of  eighty  volumes  included  seventy-six  volumes  of  the 
Bibliophile  Sodety  publications  and  a  third  gift  comprised  of  dic- 
tionaries, encyclopaedias,  and  illustrated  books  of  travel. 

Storer,  Mrs.  Bellamy,  Paris.  In  memoriam.  Bellamy  Storer.  With 
personal  remembrances  of  President  MtKinley,  President  Roose^ 
velt,  and  John  Ireland,  Archbishop  of  St.  Paul.  By  Maria  Long- 
worth  Storer.  Boston.  1923.  Privately  printed. 
Strassburger,  Ralph  Beaver,  Gwynedd  Valley,  Pa.  The  Strassburger 
family  and  allied  families  of  Pennsylvania.  Being  the  ancestry  of 
Jacob  Andrew  Strassburger,  Esquire,  of  Montgomery  County, 
Pennsylvania.  By  his  son  Ralph  Beaver  Strassburger.  Printed  for 
private  circulation.  Gwynned  Valley.  1922. 
West  Roxbury  Women's  Club.     Seven  volumes  for  the  West  Roxbury 
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Branch,  including  Three  generations.  By  Maud  Elliott  Boston. 
1923;  A  late  harvest.  Miscellaneous  papers  writtoi  between  eighty 
and  ninety.  By  Charles  W.  Eliot.  Boston.  (1924.)  ;  J.  Ram- 
say MacDonald:  the  man  of  tomorrow.  By  Iconoclast  New 
York.     1924. 

Williams,  Charles  C,  M.D.,  Los  Angeles.  Ancestry  and  posterity  of 
Nathaniel  Williams  of  Taunton,  Mass.,  son  of  Richard  and  Frances 
Dighton  Williams  of  Taunton,  Mass.  By  Charles  C.  Williams. 
Los  Angeles.     1923. 

Williams,  Mrs.  Francis  H.  .  Forty  volumes,  miscellaneous  works,  in- 
cluding The  history  of  Woman  Suffrage  edited  by  Elizabeth  Cadjr 
Stanton  and  others.    Rochester.     1889—1922.    6  ▼. 


NEWS  EXTRACTS  FROM  BRANCH  REPORTS. 

ALL5TON  BRANCH. 

Tliere  has  been  an  increase  of  interest  in  the  Library  since  the  publica- 
tion  in  the  local  newspapers  of  information  about  new  books  and  leacfing 
magazine  articles.  The  poster  exhibits  have  proved  an  attractive  feature, 
especially  the  one  on  automobiles.     Gain  in  circulation,  2,653. 

ANDREW  SQUARE  BRANCH. 

The  public  has  been  attracted  by  window  displays  on  Japan,  Alaska, 
Poland,  gardening,  cooking,  etc.,  and  by  collections  of  books  and  piclures 
arranged  in  the  reading  room  to  supplement  these  dispjays.  The  local 
Polish  newspaper  has  shown  a  friendly  co-operation  with  the  library  in  a 
series  of  articles,  which  have  stimulated  the  interest  of  many  new  readers 
and  increased  the  circulation  of  books,  especially  those  on  Elnglish  for 
foreigners.     Gain  in  circulation,  16,205. 

BOYLSTON  STATION  BRANCH. 

Window  decoration  has  been  found  to  be  an  excellent  means  of  in- 
creasing the  interest  of  the  public  in  the  library.  The  news  is  passed 
around,  and  spectators  of  all  ages  appear  in  numbers,  like  Roderick  Dim's 
men.  The  Christmas  decorations  were  arranged  before  an  inspiring  audi- 
ence, both  inside  and  outside  the  library,  including  die  ^'station  gang,"  in 
their  own  doorway  across  the  court.  Patrons  find  it  a  long  walk  from 
Centre  or  Washington  Streets,  but  the  come  often  nevertheless.  All  ages, 
from  seventy  to  five  —  all  occupations  from  ministers  of  the  Gospel  to 
primary  school  babies  —  all  nationalities,  from  the  original  Germans  whose 
territory  this  district  was,  through  Irish,  Scotch,  Polish,  Lithuanian,  Jewish 
and  Italian.  The  library  serves  them  all  to  the  best  of  its  power.  Gain 
in  circulation,  2,531. 
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BRIGHTON   BRANCH. 

A  splendid  spirit  of  co-operabon  exists  between  the  staff,  the  public  and 
the  schook.  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  staff  this  year.  Gain  in 
circulation,  5,030. 

CHARLESTOWN  BRANCH. 

• 

The  busy  time  in  the  library  begins  about  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
A  man  comes  in  for  a  Montreal  paper,  two  little  girls  for  "nobels*'  for  their 
mother,  a  woman  to  meet  a  friend  and  manicure  her  nails,  a  boy  for  the 
High  School  Reading  List,  two  young  girls  for  the  dictionary  and  a  cross* 
word  puzzle.  Just  as  the  Librarian  has  succeeded  in  supplying  these 
wants,  in  rush  ten  more  young  things,  demanding  "Flour,**  "Wheat,** 
"Muscle  Food,**  "Benjamin  Franklin,**  "Fircless  Cookery,**  etc.  And 
so  it  goes!     Loss  in  circulation,  602. 

CITY  POINT  BRANCH. 

The  library  feels  rich  in  the  possession  of  the  recently  acquired  and 
very  much  needed  Encyclopedia  Britannica.  Other  books  of  reference 
are  very  much  in  demand,  as  are  also  those  on  radio,  accountancy,  tool- 
making,  etc.  There  is  considerable  call  for  such  excellent  non-fiction  as 
Thomsen*s  "Outlines  of  Science,*'  Drinkwater*s  "Outlines  of  Literature,** 
Papini*s  "Life  of  Christ,**  Havelock  Ellis*  "Dance  of  Life,**  etc.  The 
appreciation  and  support  of  its  public  is  a  constant  source  of  stimulus  and 
help  to  the  staff  of  the  library,  and  makes  worth  while  their  best  effort. 
Gain  in  circulation,  4, 1 64. 

CODMAN  SQUARE  BRANCH. 

The  library  has  had  this  year  several  requests  for  advice  on  matters 
Uterary  —  among  others,  from  a  Harvard  graduate  selecting  books  for 
boys  of  twelve  to  fifteen  years,  and  from  the  pastor  of  the  Swedish  Vasa 
Church,  who  teaches  a  class  of  immigrants.  The  books  most  in  demand 
are  those  on  travel,  biography  and  music. '  The  collection  of  books  for 
Music  Week  had  an  especially  good  circulation.  Gain  in  circulation, 
I.42I. 

DORCHESTER  BRANCH. 

The  Library  serves  a  busy  community.  There  are  few  foreigners,  and 
all  who  come  speak  and  read  Elnglish.  Some  of  the  children  take  out 
books  to  use  in  teaching  their  parents  English.  Books  oo  citizenship 
circulate  welL  The  Library  is  handicapped  by  being  on  the  second  and 
third  floors.  Many  people  complain  of  the  stairs.  If  it  were  on  the 
ground  floor,  its  usefulness  would  doubtless  be  much  increased.  Gain  in 
circulation,  13,020. 
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EAST   BOSTON  BRANCH. 

East  Boston  is  rapidly  changing  in  character.  The  American  families 
are  moving  out,  and  the  new  comers  are  almost  invariably  of  Italian  origin. 
This  change  in  the  community  necessitates  a  change  in  the  Library's 
method  of  approach.  Previously  it  was  necessary  to  serve  those  who 
came,  now  it  is  also  necessary  to  gain  the  interest  of  those  who  do  not  care 
much  about  books  and  who  are  not  interested  in  libraries.  In  this  district, 
the  change  from  a  reading  to  a  non-reading  public,  the  establishment  of 
another  branch  and  the  location  of  the  Library  are  handicaps  to  the  growth 
of  the  work.  The  chief  difficulty,  however,  is  the  insufficient  staff.  Dur- 
ing rush  hours,  the  assistants  have  not  time  to  give  the  personal  attention 
without  which  the  best  results  are  impossible.     Gain  in  circulation,  2,803. 

FANEUIL  BRANCH. 

From  four  o'clock,  when  schools  are  out,  till  Library  closing  hours, 
the  staff  is  besieged  with  questions  about  high  school  reading,  lives  of  au- 
thors, unfamiliar  words,  stories,  poems,  and  material  for  debates.  Gain 
in  circulation,  3,439. 

FELLOWES  ATHENAEUM   BRANCH. 

By  virtue  of  its  fifty-two  years  and  honorable  record,  Fellowes  Athe- 
naeum has  attained  the  dignity  and  charm  of  tradition.  Its  older  patrons 
speak  wistfully  of  the  days  when  this  old  building  was  considered  the 
model  library  building  of  the  State  —  of  the  days  of  Edward  Everett 
Hale  and  Dr.  Putnam,  of  the  days  when  George  Santayana  lived  up  the 
street  and  Dr.  De  Normandie  came  in  every  day,  when  the  Trustees 
dropped  in  to  read  and  smoke  in  the  old  rooms  with  ''TRUSTEES**  painted 
on  the  door,  and  when  the  little  sons  of  the  Trustees  might  have  a  library 
key,  and  browse  around  a  Sunday  afternoon,  long  before  anyone  thou^t 
of  having  a  public  library  open  on  Sunday.  The  old  portraits  in  the  big 
reading  room  meant  more  to  those  little  boys  than  they  do  to  the  children 
who  come  now.  They  knew  the  story  of  Caleb  Fellowes,  the  Gloucester 
boy  who  went  to  sea  against  the  will  of  his  parents,  and  was  not  heard  from 
again  for  twenty-five  years.  But,  in  that  time,  he  found  his  way  to  India, 
where  he  prospered  in  honorable  trade,  and  after  his  return,  settled  in 
Roxbury,  his  mother*s  birthplace,  and  provided  for  the  town  the  Fellowes 
Athenaeum. 

Years  ago  —  how  many,  only  one  person  knows,  and  he  is  not  telling 
—  A  youngster  visited  the  Roxbury  Branch  of  the  Boston  Public  Library 
and  broke  a  bust  of  George  Washington.  Now,  when  George  cut  down 
the  cherry  tree  and  his  father  questioned  him,  he  toM  the  truth  and  got 
his  start  on  the  road  to  immortal  fame.     But  nobody  in  the  library  heard 
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the  bust  crash  to  the  floor,  hence  nobody  taxed  the  scared  youngster,  and 
long  ago  the  incident  was  forgotten  by  all  but  the  boy.  The  other  day 
there  arrived  at  the  library  a  huge  package.  Surprised  attendants  re- 
moved layers  and  layers  of  tissue  wrapping  until,  finally,  there  gazed  up  at 
them  the  serene  countenance  of  the  Father  of  His  Country.  With  the  gift 
came  this  explanatory  note:  "This  bust  of  George,  the  Immortal,  I  am 
sending  to  take  the  place  of  one  I  broke  in  the  library  when  I  was  a 
youngster.'*  The  bust,  needless  to  say,  has  been  accorded  a  place  of 
honor,  and  the  note  is  carefully  preserved  in  a  spirit  of  gratitude  to  the 
donor  who  concealed  his  name,  but  revealed  a  conscience.  Gain  in  cir- 
culation, 4,334. 

HYDE  PARK  BRANCH. 

The  loss  of  many  privileges  through  becoming  a  branch  of  the  Boston 
Public  Library,  the  lack  of  increase  in  the  population  since  the  annexation 
of  Hyde  Park  to  Boston  and  the  situation  of  this  library  in  an  inconspicuous 
side  street,  have  doubtless  been  factors  in  the  slow  growth  of  circulation. 
Gain  in  circulation,  5,618. 

JAMAICA  PLAIN  BRANCH. 

One  of  out  patrons,  an  ex-soldier  who  has  been  gassed  and  is  blind, 
comes  to  the  library  with  a  fnend  who  reads  to  him.  They  need  a  quiet 
place,  and  have  been  given  the  use  of  the  office,  a  privilege  which  they 
appreciate  greatly.     Gain  in  circulation,  4,606. 

JEFFRIES   POINT   BRANCH. 

During  the  year  posters  and  book  covers,  calling  attention  to  both  ju- 
venile and  adult  literature,  have  been  displayed  in  the  windows  and  in  the 
library.  Undoubtedly,  this  has  been  largely  responsible  for  the  increase  in 
circulation.  A  special  effort  has  been  made  to  change  the  exhibit  every 
two  or  three  weeks.  Quite  frequently,  people  stop  to  look  at  the  display 
and  then  come  in  to  apply  for  a  card.  The  library  could  be  of  more 
service  to  the  adults  if  their  room  were  better  situated.  As  it  is,  those 
wishing  to  use  the  adult  room  must  pass  through  the  children's  room,  which 
from  three-thirty  to  five-thirty  is  overflowing  with  eager,  restless  children. 
Many  adults  would  like  to  use  the  library  during  these  hours,  but  do  not 
come  because  of  this  difficulty.     Gain  in  circulation,  11,1 63. 

DORCHESTER  LOWER  MILLS  BRANCH. 

The  women  using  the  library  evidendy  look  forward  to  their  visits,  for  a 
bit  of  gossip  and  news.  Some  who  are  not  strong  enough  to  get  about 
much  regard  their  weekly  trip  to  the  library  for  books  in  the  light  of  an 
adventure,  and  one  woman,  housed  with  an  aged  mother  to  care  for,  gets 
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moch  cheer  from  her  visit.     For  various  reasons*  the  library  means  more 
than  just  books  to  many  of  the  community.     Gain  in  circulation*  1 ,458. 

MATTAPAN   BRANCH. 

Mattapan  is  fortunate  in  having  among  its  patrons  many  who  read  for 
the  love  of  reading  and  for  the  joy  of  cultivating  the  mind.  Tliey  are 
discriminating  and  decided  in  their  tastes  and  determined  to  have  what 
they  want.  The  keynote  of  the  past  year  has  been  the  pleasant  personal 
relations  established  between  the  staff  and  the  public.  Young  and  old 
seek  the  librarian's  advice  about  their  reading  and  criticize  the  books  when 
read,  feeling  sure  of  the  interest  and  sympathy  of  the  staff.  Gain  in  cir- 
culation, 2 1 .090. 

MOUNT  BOWDOIN  BRANCH. 

As  regards  light,  warmth,  and  cheerfulness.  Mount  Bowdoin  is  the  acme 
of  perfection.  But  it  lacks  space,  in  fact,  a  building  twice  the  size  is 
needed.  The  1923—24  increase  in  the  adult  circulation  has  been  main- 
tained, and  even  advanced,  but  the  gain  is  not  what  it  should  be,  owing  to 
the  cramped  quarters.  From  three^thirty  to  eight  o'clock,  most  of  the 
room  and  practically  all  the  time  and  attention  of  the  librarian  and  her 
assistants  are  engaged  by  the  constant  flow  of  children  from  the  neighboring 
schools.  The  grown  people  read  for  recreation,  and  no  not  care  to  come 
to  a  place  where  the  crowd,  at  busy  hours  is  so  great  that  passageway 
around  the  tables  and  access  to  the  shelves  is  difficult.  Gain  in  circuladon, 
8,718. 

MOUNT  PLEASANT  BRANCH. 

During  the  summer  months,  when  out  of  door  life  calls  the  patrons,  and 
the  library  is  often  forgotten,  posters  are  displayed  on  the  bulletin  board, 
with  such  captions  as  "So  you  are  going  to  Europe.  If  not  in  reality,  why 
not  by  books?  Read  ..."  "Are  you  interested  in  cooking?  Read 
.  .  ,*'  etc.  Many  people  use  the  shower  baths  which  are  in  the  same 
building  as  the  library.  Their  attention  is  attracted  by  ty(>ewritteD  sbects, 
bearing  the  legend :  "After  the  shower,  why  not  a  book?  The  Library  is 
just  around  the  corner!**     Gain  in  circulation,  976. 

NEPONSET  BRANCH. 

The  public  served  at  Neponset  is  strictly  American.  Almost  all  are 
home  owners,  and  the  stable  character  of  the  neighborhood  makes  it  possi- 
ble for  the  librarians  to  become  intimately  acquainted  with  the  patrons,  their 
tastes  and  needs.  This  intimacy  is  particularly  noticeable  among  the 
children,  who  frequently  write  only  dieir  first  name  and  address  on  the 
home  slips,  when  borrowing  books.  A  sh'p  may  read  "John,  Minot 
Street,**  and  the  librarian  always  knows  who  "John**  is.     It  is  customary 
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for  a  member  of  the  staff,  when  she  has  occasion  to  pass  the  house  of  a 
patron,  to  deliver  a  book  which  has  been  asked  for.  This  is  known  in  the 
library  as  the  *'RuraI  Free  Delivery  System."     Gain  in  circulation,  I  •  1 1 3. 

NORTH  END  BRANCH. 

To  stand  at  the  gateway  of  the  nation,  offering  to  those  who  enter  the 
gift  of  friendship,  is  mdeed  a  high  privilege.  The  welcome  offered  by  the 
branch  library  is  not  a  temporary,  individual  one,  but  a  welcome  from  the 
great  of  all  ages.  The  people  of  this  district  have  curiosity,  ambition  and 
faith.  They  crowd  die  reading  rooms  and  use  the  books  freely.  Gain 
in  circulation,  9,746. 

ORIENT  HEIGHTS  BRANCH. 

The  display  window  is  an  excellent  means  of  letting  the  public  know 
what  books  may  be  found  in  the  library,  and  also  of  acquainting  the  staff 
widi  the  books  that  are  most  in  demand.  Books  on  engineering  or  auto* 
mobiling  will  not  remain  in  the  window  more  than  half  an  hour,  whereas 
a  fascinating  display  of  travel  may  be  untouched  for  weeks.  Possibly 
Orient  Heights  is  exceptional  in  this  respect,  but  there  are  not  more  than 
five  patrons  who  choose  non-fiction,  except  when  it  can  be  of  use  to  them 
in  thetr  Work.     Gain  in  circulation,  10,025. 

PARKER  HILL  BRANCH. 

Until  recently  our  work  with  foreigners  has  been  practically  nil,  but 
within  the  past  six  months  Lithuanians,  Poles  and  Swedes  have  taken  up 
their  residence  in  the  neighborhood,  and  the  juvenile  members  of  these 
families  have  made  immediate  application  for  cards.  In  this  district  the 
relation  of  the  library  to  the  schools  is  important  Primary  and  grammar 
material  is  supplied  to  the  Farragut,  Thomas  Dwight,  Our  Lady  of  Per- 
petual Help,  Charles  Bulfinch,  Comins  and  Martin  Schools;  high  school 
material  to  the  students  of  the  High  School  of  G>inmerce,  the  Girls*  Latin 
and  Boys*  Latin,  and  college  material  to  the  pupils  of  Teachers'  College. 
The  co-operation  with  and  apprecialion  of  the  library  by  the  teachers  of 
these  schools  is  remarkable  and  is  very  stimulating  to  die  best  efforts  of  llie 
librarian.     Loss  in  circulation,  7,043. 

ROSUNDALE  BRANCH. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  there  are  several  circulating  libraries  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity,  the  branch  still  holds  its  own.  A  children's  room,  es- 
tablished last  year,  is  now  fully  developed.  A  new  entrance  for  their  use 
relieves  some  of  the  turmoil  formerly  occasioned  by  the  entrance  of  the 
undisciplined  youth  in  the  adult  room.  This,  of  course,  has  helped  in 
maintaining  order,  which  has  much  improved.     Gain  in  circulation,  5,552. 
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Church  as  their  center.  Their  place  has  been  taken  by  the  Syrians. 
Greeks,  Italians  and  Chinese,  or  the  business  houses.  St  James  parish 
now  consists  mainly  of  transients.  The  widening  of  Kneeland  Street  into 
Stuart  Street  has  converted  the  adjoining  section  into  a  business  center.'* 

Mr.  Wadir  Shakir,  editor  of  the  Syrian  Press:  "The  removal  of  many 
Syrians  to  the  Shawmut  Avenue  and  Roxbury  districts  has  had  a  detri- 
mental effect  upon  the  library.  The  officers  of  the  leading  Syrian  or- 
ganizations are  not  residents  of  this  section.  This  fact  shows  that  the 
neighborhood  is  no  longer  the  old  home  town  of  its  more  prosperous  Syrian 
citizens.** 

The  late  Mr.  Robert  A.  Woods,  Director  of  South  End  House:  "The 
removal  of  Syrians  and  Armenians  to  the  Shawmut  Avenue  section  during 
the  last  few  years  has  been  very  noticeable.  Naturally  diis  change  in  the 
population  has  affected  the  library.  I  should  judge  that  the  Syrians  as  a 
race  are  not  great  readers.  The  increase  of  the  Chinese  colony  would  not 
increase  the  circulation.  Since  the  Jewish  people  are  such  an  asset  for 
library  circulation,  I  should  think  that  efforts  could  be  made  to  encourage 
the  colony  beyond  the  railroad  bridge  to  use  your  branch.  The  natural 
increase  of  business  houses  crowds  out  the  better  type  of  families  for  the 
more  transient  types.** 

Loss  in  circulation,  4,949. 

UPHAM*S   CORNER   BRANCH. 

A  library  located  in  a  municipal  building  may  well  play  its  part  in  the 
development  of  the  district.  This  branch  has  been  given  supervision  of 
the  large  bulletin  board  in  the  main  corridor  with  the  stipulation  that  all 
official  activities  of  the  district  be  displayed  on  it  as  well  as  those  relating 
to  the  library.  Tliere  have  been  posted,  in  addition  to  notices  of  local 
municipal  affairs,  material  relating  to  the  schools,  current  events  and,  among 
library  notices,  numerous  book  lists.  From  the  beginning  the  lists  have 
appeared  so  desirable  that  their  early  disappearance  could  be  counted 
upon.  At  Upham*s  Corner  one  does  not  find  a  particuar  type  of  bor- 
rower. There  is  a  general  reading  public  having  a  strong  inclination  for 
fiction  with  the  usual  and  frequent  exceptions  on  the  part  of  the  student, 
study  and  literary  groups.     Loss  in  circulation,  1 3,756. 

WARREN  STREET  BRANCH. 

A  teacher  of  Hebrew  recently  applied  for  a  Special  Card.  Against 
the  question  —  "Reason  for  granting  this  request?"  —  he  wrote:  "Study 
is  my  life  ideal.**  In  a  broad  sense,  this  remark  typifies  the  spirit  of  the 
borrower  at  Warren  Street  During  the  past  year  this  has  been  especially 
noticed  in  the  groups  of  people  who  have  come  here  from  Russia  or  Poland, 
including,  as  usual,  a  large  number  who  have  been  enrolled  in  the  principal 
universities  of  Aeir  respective  countries.     The  new  arrivals  are  anxious  to 
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acquire  Elnglish  as  a  step  toward  becoming  citizens,  and  often  the  begiiiiiiag 
of  this  course  is  at  the  registration  desk  of  the  branch.  Here  there  may  be 
found  one  or  more  members  of  the  staff,  well-equipped  to  handle  the  dif- 
ficulties of  language.     Gain  in  circulation,  1 4,822. 

WEST  END  BRANCH. 

It  is  nice  to  be  able  to  say  "thank  you**  to  those  in  command  for  the 
many  favors  shown  to  the  West  Elnd  Branch  this  year,  such  as  an  ade- 
quate lighting  system,  the  installation  of  a  telephone,  repairs  to  the  roof, 
etc.,  but  this  stately  and  historic  building,  formerly  Dr.  Bartol's  Old  West 
Church,  is  constantly  in  need  of  cleaning,  repairing  and  painting,  if  it  is  to 
be  kept  from  deterioration,  and  is  to  be  preserved  in  a  manner  befitting  its 
beauty  and  historic  interest  Would  it  perhaps  be  possible  to  raise  an 
endowment  fund  for  the  proper  upkeep  of  the  building,  among  those  who 
belonged,  or  whose  ancestors  belonged,  to  Dr.  BartoFs  Church,  and  who 
would  doubtless  be  interested  for  the  sake  of  old  time  memories?  Gain  io 
circulation,  3,054. 

WEST  ROXBURY  BRANCH. 

The  Girl  Scouts  applied  to  the  Ubrary  for  work.  A  great  deal  was 
found  for  them  to  do.  Since  last  April  they  have  cut  out  of  the  Ceograplnc 
Magazines  for  picture  collections,  3. 1 62  pictures  on  II 8  subjects.  They 
also  fetch  and  carry  books  for  patrons  who  are  unable  to  come  to  the 
library.  The  little  girls  also  want  to  work,  and  five  or  six  of  them,  about 
nine  years  old,  have  made  twenty  scrap-books,  which  will  be  sent  to  the 
North  End  Branch,  as  a  Christmas  present  to  the  North  End  children. 
In  March,  1924,  a  series  of  book-reviews  was  started  in  connection  «ritfa 
the  Women's  Club  which  meets  in  the  library  each  month.  The  lists  of 
books  printed  at  Central  are  very  useful  to  the  meetings  of  the  Book 
Review  and  of  the  Book  Clubs.  There  are  twenty  of  these  Book  Clubs, 
with  about  eighteen  members  in  each.     Gain  in  circulation,  7,050. 

OFFICIALS  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

Director,  Charles  F.   D.  Belden. 

Assistant  to  Director,  Robert  A.  Howes. 

Reference  Librarian,  Frank  H.  Chase. 

Elxecutive  Secretary,  Delia  Jean  Deery. 

Auditor,  Adelaide  A.  Nichols. 


Bates  Hall  Centre  Desk,  Patent  and  Newspaper  Department:   Pierce  E. 
Buckley,  Chief. 
Patent  Division,  William  J.  Ennis,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Newspaper  Division,  Frederic  Serex,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
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Bindery  Department:  James  W.  Kenney,  Chief. 

Branch  Department:    Edith  Guerrier,  Supervisor  of  Branches. 

Central  Branch  Issue  Division,  AKce  V.  Stevens,  Assistant  in  Charge. 

Branch  Binding  Division.  Marian  A.  McCarthy,  Assistant  in  Charge. 

Shipping  Division,  Robert  F.  Dixon,  Assistant  in  Charge. 

^  For  Branch  Librarians,  see  below. 

Catalogue  Department:    Samuel  A.   Chevalier,  Chief. 
Card  Division,  T.  Francis  Brennan,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Shelf  Division,  Michael  McCarthy,  Chief  Classifier,  in  Charge. 
Children's  Department:    Alice  M.  Jordan,  Supervisor  of  Work  with 

Children. 
Children's  Librarian,  Central  Library,  Mary  C.  Toy. 
Engineer  and  Janitor  Department:  William  F.  Quinn,  Supt.  of  Buildings. 
Information  Office:  John  H.  Reardon,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Issue  Department:    Frank  C.  Blaisdell.  Chief. 
Ordering  Department:  Theodosia  E.  Macurdy,  Chief. 
Periodical  Room:   Francis  J.  Hannigan,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Printing  Department:   Francis  Watts  Lee,  Chief. 
Registration  Department:    A.  Frances  Rogers,  Chief. 
Special  Libraries  Department:    Winthrop  H.  Chenery,  Chief. 
Technology  Divinon,  George  S.  Maynard,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Music  Division,  Richard  G.  Appel,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Barton -Ticknor  Division,  Zoltan  Haraszti,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Statistical  Department:  Horace  L.  Wheeler,  Chief. 
Stock  Room:   Timothy  J.  Mackin,  Custodian. 
^Branch  Librarians: 

Allston,  Katherine  F.  Muldoon. 

Andrew  Square,  Elizabeth  H.  McShane. 

Boylston  Station,  Edith  R.  Nickerson. 

Brighton,  Marian  W.  Brackett 

Charlestown,  Katherine  S.  Rogan 

City  Point,  Alice  L.  Murphy. 

Codman  Square,  Elizabeth  P.  Ross. 

Dorchester,  Edith  F.  Pendleton. 

East  Boston,  Laura  M.  Cross. 

Faneuil,  Gertrude  L.  Connell. 

Fellowes  Athenaeum,  Mary  E.  Ames. 

Hyde  Park,  Grace  L.  Murray. 

Jamaica  Plain,  Katie  F.  Albert 

Jeffries  Pmnt,  Margaret  A.  Calnan. 

Lower  Mills,  Isabel  E.  Wetherald  (acting). 

Mattapan,  Lois  Clark  (acting). 

Mount  Bowdoin,  Theodora  B.  Scoff. 

Mount  Pleasant,  Margaret  H.  Reid. 

Neponset,  Ellen  C.  McShane. 
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N<Hth  End,  Mary  F.  Girlcy  (acting). 
Orient  Hdghb,  Catharine  F.  Flannery. 
Parker  Hill,  Mary  M.  SuUiYan. 
Roelindale,  Annie  M.  DonoTan. 
Roxbury  Crossing,  Katrina  M.  Sadier. 
South  Boston.  M.  Florence  Cufflin. 
South  End.  Margaret  A.  Sheridan. 
Upham*s  Comer.  Beatrice  C.  Maguire. 
Tyler  Street,  Marion  C.  Kingman. 
Warren  Street,  Beatrice  M.  Flanagan. 
West  Roxbury,  Carrie  L.  Morse. 
West  End,  Fanny  Goldstein. 


INDEX. 


Accetfions,  2,  31-38,  65-66. 

Administration  and  finance,  23-24. 

AlUton  BrancK.  25,  55,  78. 

Andrew  Square  Branch,  78. 

Balance  sheet,  expenses,  18,  20;  re- 
ceipts. 19,  21. 

Barton -Ticknor  Room,  48,  49. 

Bates  Hall,  Centre  Desk  and  Reference, 
42-44. 

Bindery,  27-28.  58-59,  68. 

Books,  27;  accessions,  2.  31-38,  65- 
66;  circulation,  2,  31,  46-47,  49-50, 
62-65. 

Boylston  Station  Branch,  25,  78. 

Branches,  24-26,  30-31,  53-56;  ac- 
cessions, 54;  buildings.  55;  circula- 
tion. 54,  62-65;  committees,  56;  per- 
sonnel, 55;    reports,  78-86. 

Brighton  Branch,  25,  56,  79. 

BnUdings,  30-31,  55. 

Catalogue  and  Shelf  Department,  24, 
39L-40,  66-68. 

Charlestown  Branch,  79. 

Children's  Department  and  Work  with 
Children,  24.  26-27,  50-53;  circula- 
tion, 50;  instruction,  51,  58;  fines, 
16-17;    rooms,  51-52. 

CircuUtion,  2,  31.  46-47,  49-50,  62- 
65. 

City  Point  Branch.  79. 

Codman  Square  Branch,  79. 

Co-opemtion,  53. 

Director,  Report  of,  30-61. 

Dorchester  Branch.  25,  55,  79. 

East  Boston  Branch,  55,  80. 

Employees,  instruction  of,  51,  58;  of- 
ficials, 86-88;  retirements  and  death, 
59-«), 

Estimates,  2. 

Examining  Committee,  members  of,  17; 
recommendations  of,  28-29;  report 
of.  22-29. 

Exhibitions,  49,  57,  72-73. 

Fanentl  Branch,  80. 

Fellowes  Athenaeum  Branch,  80-81. 


Finance,  balance  sheets,  18-21 ;  ex- 
penditures, 31-32;  receipts,  1;  trust 
funds,  3-1 5. 

Fine  Arts  Department.  47,  48. 

Fines  for  younger  borrowers,  16-17. 

Gardner,  Isabella  Stewart,  Fund.  3. 

Gifts  and  bequests.  2-3,  14,  37-38,  73- 
78. 

GoTomment  documents.  (5ee  In- 
formation Office.) 

Hyde  Park  Branch,  81. 

Information  Office,  45-46. 

Jamaica  Plain  Branch,  81. 

Jeffries  Point  Branch,  81. 

Kimball,  David  P.,  Fund,  2-3. 

Kirstein,  Louis  £.,  elected  president  of 
Board  of  Trustees,  1 ;  re-appointed 
trustee,  1. 

LAnffff  B.  J.,  Memorial,  3. 

Lectures,  49,  57-58,  68-72. 

Library  Life,  41. 

Lower  Mills  Branch,  25,  81-82. 

Mattapan  Branch,  26,  55,  82. 

Memorial  Tablet,  3. 

Mt.   Bowdoin  Branch,  26,  82. 

Mt.  Pleasant  Branch.  82. 

Murray,  Michael  J.,  elected  vice-presi- 
dent of  Board  of  Trustees,   1. 

Music  Division,  24,  41,  47-48.  49. 

Needs  of  the  Library.  15-16,  28. 

Neponset    Branch,   82-83. 

Newspaper  Room,  44. 

North  End  Branch,  51,  53. 

Open  Shelf  Room.  (See  Information 
Office.) 

Orient  Heights  Branch,  83. 

Parker  Hill  Branch.  55.  83. 

Patent  Room,  44-45. 

Periodical  Room,  46-47. 

Printing  Department,  27,  59,  68. 

Publications,  40-^1,  53. 

Registration  Department,  38. 

Repairs  and  improvements.  30-31. 

Roslindale  Branch.  83. 

Rozbury  Crossing  Branch,  84. 
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South  Boftton  Branch,  26,  32,  55,  84.  Tmateas,   orgaaizatiofi    of,    1 ;     report 

South  End  Branch,  84.  of,  1-17. 

Spocial  Libraries,  24,  28,  47-50.  Tyler  Street  Branch,  84-85. 

StafiF.     {See  Emplojrees.)  UniTersitj  Extension  Couraci,  57. 

Story  hour,  52.  Uphama  Corner  Branch,  52.  55,  85. 

Tenchora'  Room,  52-53.  War   Memorial   Tablet,   3. 

Technology  Division.  47,  48-49.  Warren  Street  Branch,  25,  55,  85-tt. 

Truat  Punch,  expenditures,  18,  20;    re-  Weat  End  Branch,  16,  25,  55,  86. 

ceipts,  19;    statement  of,  3-14,  15.  Weat  Roxbury  Branch,  56,  86. 
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DIRECTOR. 
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ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  LIBRARY  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  the  Gty  of  Boston,  organiied 
in  1 852,  are  now  incorporated  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  1 14,  of  the 
Acb  of  1878,  as  amended.  The  Board  for  1852  was  a  preliminary  or- 
ganization; that  for  1 853  made  its  first  annual  report  At  first  the  Board 
consisted  of  one  alderman  and  one  common-councilmaii  and  five  citizens  at 
large,  until  1 867,  when  a  revised  ordinance  made  it  consist  of  one  alder- 
man, two  common-councilmen  and  six  citizens  at  large,  two  of  whom  retireci, 
unless  re-elected,  each  year,  while  the  members  from  the  City  Council  were 
elected  yearly.  In  1 878  the  organization  of  the  Board  was  changed  to 
include  one  alderman,  one  counciknan,  and  five  citizens  at  large,  as  before 
1 867 ;  and  in  1 885«  by  the  provisions  of  the  amended  city  charter,  the 
representation  of  the  City  Government  upon  the  Board  by  an  alderman  and 
a  councilman  was  abolished,  leaving  the  Board  as  at  present,,  consisting  of 
five  citizens  at  large,  appointed  by  the  Mayor,  for  five-year  terms,  the  term 
of  one  member  expiring  each  year.  The  following  citizens  at  large  have 
been  members  of  the  Board  since  its  organization  in  1852: 

Abbott,  Samuel  Appleton  Browne,  a.m.,  1879-95. 
Appleton,  Thomas  Gold,  a.m.,  1852-56. 
Benton,  Josiah  Henry,  ll.d.,  1894-1917. 
BiGELOw,  John  Prescott,  a.m.,  1852-68. 
Bowditch,  Henry  Ingersoll,  m.d.,  1865-67. 
BowDiTCH,  Henry  Pickering,  m.d.,  1894-1902. 
Boyle,  Thomas  Francis,  1902-12. 
Braman,  Jarvis  Dwight,  1869-72. 
Brett,  John  Andrew,  ll.b.,  1912-16. 
Carr,  Samuel,  1895-96,  1908-22. 
Chase,  George  Bigelow,  a.m.,  1876-85. 
Clarke,  James  Freeman,  d.d.,  1879-88. 
CoAKLEY,  Daniel  Henry,  1917-19. 
Connolly,  Arthur  Theodore,  1916- 
CuRRiER,  Guy  Wilbur,  1922- 
CuRTis,  Daniel  Sargent,  a.m.,  1873-75. 
De  Normandie.  James,  d.d.,  1895-1908. 
DwiGHT,  Thomas,  m.d.,  1899-1908. 
Everett,  Edward,  ll.d.,  1852-64. 
Frothingham,  Richard,  ll.d.,  1875-79. 
Gaston,  Wiluam  Alexander,  ll.b.,  1923- 
Green,  Samuel  Abbott,  m.d.,  1868-78. 
Greenough,  William  Whitwell,  1856-88. 
Haynes.  Henry  Wiluamson,  a.m.,  1880-94. 
HiLUARD,  George  Stillman,  ll.d.,  1872-75;  76-77. 
Kenney,  Wiluam  Francis,  a.m.,  1908-1921. 
KiRSTEiN,  Ijouis  Edward,  1919- 
Lewis,  Weston,  1868-79. 
Lewis,  Winslow.  m.d.,  1867. 


Lincoln,  Solomon,  A.M..  1897-1907. 

Mann,  Alexander,  d.d.,  1908-1923. 

Morton,  Elus  Wesley,  1870-75. 

Murray,  Michael  Joseph,  ll,b.,  1921- 

PiERCE.  Phineas,  1888-94. 

Prince,  Frederick  Octavius,  a.m..  1888-99. 

Putnam,  George,  d.d.,  1868-77. 

Richards,  Wiluam  Reuben,  a.m.,  1889-95. 

Shurtleff,  Nathaniel  Bradstreet,  lud.,  1852-68. 

Thomas,  Benjamin  Franklin,  ll.d..  1877-78. 

TiCKNOR,  George,  ll.d.,  1852-66. 

Walker.  Francis  Amasa,  ll.d..  1896. 

Whipple,  Edwin  Percy,  a.m.,  1867-70. 

Whitmore,  William  Henry,  a.m.,  1885-88. 

Winsor,  Justin,  ll.d.,  1867-68. 

The  Hon.  Edward  Everett  was  President  of  the  Board  from  1 852 
to  1864;  George  Ticknor,  in  1865;  William  W.  Greenough, 
from  1866  to  April,  1888;  Prof.  Henry  W.  Haynes,  from  May  7, 
1888,  to  May  12,  1888;  Samuel  A.  B.  Abbott.  May  12.  1888.  to 
April  30.  1895;  Hon.  F.  O.  Prince.  October  8.  1895.  to  May  8, 
1899;  Solomon  Lincoln,  May  12.  1899,  to  October  15.  1907; 
Rev.  James  De  Normandie,  January  31,  1908,  to  May  8,  1908; 
JosiAH  H.  Benton,  May  8.  1 908.  to  February  6,  1917;  Wiluam  F. 
Kenney.  February  13,  1917.  to  May  7.  1920;  Rev.  Alexander 
Mann,  May  7,  1920.  to  January  22.  1923;  MsGR.  Arthur  T. 
Connolly,  April  13,  1923  to  June  13.  1924;  Louis  E.  Kirstein. 
June  13,  1924  to  June  19,  1925;  Hon.  Michael  J.  Murray  since 
June  19.  1925. 

LIBRARIANS. 

(Fnym  1838  to  1877,  the  chief  executive  officer  was  called  Superintendent;   since 
1923  Director.) 

Capen,  Edward,  Librarian,  May  13,  1 852  -  December  16,  1874. 

Jewett,  Charles  C,  SupermiendenU  1858- January  9,  1868. 

Winsor,  Justin,  LL.D.,  SupariniendenU  February  25,  1 868  -  Septem- 
ber 30,  1877. 

Green,  Samuel  A.,  M.D.,  Trustee,  Acting  Librarian,  October  1 ,  1 877  - 
September  30,  1878. 

Chamberlain.  Mellen,  ll.d.,  Librarian,  October  1,  1878 -Septem- 
ber 30,  1890. 

Dwight,  Theodore  F.,  Ubrarian,  April  13,  1892- April  30.  1894. 

Putnam.  Herbert,  ll.d..  Librarian,  February  11,  1895 -April  30, 
1899. 

Whitney,  James  L.,  A.M.,  Acting  Librarian,  March  31,  1899 -De- 
cember 21,   1899;    Ubrarian.  December  22,    1899 -January  31, 

1903. 
Wadun,  Horace  G.,  LITT.D..  Librarian,  February  1.  1903 -March 

15.  1917;   Acting  Ubrarian,  March  15,  1917- June  15.  1917. 
Belden.  Charles  F.  D.,  ll.b..  Director,  since  March  15.  1917. 
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Departments. 
fCentral  Libraiy,  Copley  Square  .... 
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fSoudi  Boston  Branch,  372  Broadvray  • 

IIFellowet  Athencum  Branch,  46  Milfanonl  S4« 

tCharlettown   Branch,   43   Monument   Square 

fBrighton  Branch.  Aca<lemy  Hill  Road 

{Dorchester  Branch,  Arcadia,  cor.  Adams  St* 

{Lower  Mills  Branch,  Washington,  cor.  Ridiinond  St. 

{South  End  Branch.  65  >X^est  Brookline  St.  . 

tjamaica  Plain  Branch,  Sedgwick,  cor.  South  St.  . 

{RosHndale  Branch,  4210  Washington  St. 

tWest  Rozbury  Branch,  1961  Centre  Su 

§Mattapan  Branch,  7  Bahson  St.  . 

tNorth  End  Branch.  3a  North  Bennet  St. 

§Neponset  Branch,  362  Neponset  Ave.  . 

§Mt.  Bowdoin  Branch,  202  Washington  St. 

§Allston  Branch.  138  Brighton  Ave.     • 

{Codman  Square  Branch.  Washington,  cor.  Norfolk  St 

{Mt.  Pleasant  Branch,  Vine,  cor.  Dudley  St 

{Tyler  Street  Branch,  Tyler,  cor.  Oak  St    . 

tWest  End  Branch,   131   Cambridge  St. 

{Upham's  Comer  Branch.  500  Columbia  Rd. 

§Warren  Street  Branch,  392  Warren  St      . 

§Rozbury  Crossing  Branch,  206  Ruggles  St.  •        • 

§Boylston  Station  Branch.  The  Lamartine,  Depot  Square 

§Orient  Heights  Branch,  1030  Bennington  St.       • 

{City  Point  Branch,  Municipal  Bldg^  Broadway  • 

§Parker  Hill  Branch,  1518  Tremont  St.       . 

tHyde  Park  Branch,  Harvard  Ave.,  cor.  Windirop  St, 

tPaneuil  Branch,  100  Brooks  St.  .        • 

§Andrew  Square  Branch,  3%  Dorchester  St 

§Jefries  Point  Branch,  195  Webster  St 
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/  V  In  the  case  of  the  Central  Library  and  some  of  die  branches  die  opening  waa  m  a 
different  location  from  that  now  occupied.  •As  a  delivery  station.  ^\n  hmldini 
owned  by  City,  and  exclusively  devoted  to  libraiy  uses.  { In  City  building,  in  part 
devoted  to  other  municipal  uses.  §  Occupies  rented  rooms*  ||  The  lessee  of  die  Fd- 
lowes  Athenseum,  a  private  library  association. 
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To  His  Honor  Malcolm  E.  Nichols, 

Mayor  of  the  Cift;  of  Boston. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston 
present  the  following  report  of  its  ccmdition  and  affairs  for  the 
year  ending  December  31,1 925,  being  the  seventy-fourth  annual 
report 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  BOARD. 

Mr.  William  A.  Gaston,  whose  term  as  a  Trustee  expired  on 
April  30,  1923,  was  re-appointed  for  a  term  ending  April  30, 
1 930.  The  Board  organized  at  the  annual  meeting  on  June  1 9, 
1 923 ,  by  the  election  of  Judge  Michael  J.  Murray  as  President, 
Mr.  Guy  W,  Currier,  Vice-President,  and  Miss  Delia  Jean 
Deery,  Clerk. 

RECEIPTS  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

The  receipts  which  may  be  expended  by  the  Trustees  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Library  consist  of  the  annual  appropriation 
by  the  Mayor  and  City  Council,  and  the  income  from  Trust 
Funds  given  to  the  institution  and  invested  by  the  City  Treasurer. 
During  the  past  year  these  receipts  were : 

Annua]  appropriation $663,772.00 

Special  M>pioprialion  (Annex  balance) 11,79939 

Income    from    Tnist    Fun|b 19,233.72 

Uneipencled  balance  of  Tnul  Funds  income  of  previous  year  56,579.93 

$951,387.04 

Receipts  which  are  accounted  for  and  paid  into  the  City 
Treasury  for  general  'municipal  purposes,  during  the  past  year 
have  been  as  follows : 

From   fines $15,691.17 

From  sales  of  calalogues  etc 56.93 

From  commission  on  telephone  stations 506.29 

From  sale  of  waste  paper 245.15 

From  pflTmcnIi  for  lost  books 1,262.01 

hieiests  on  bank  dcposhs 6.06 

Totol $17,767.63 
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ESTIMATES  FOR  1926. 

The  estimates  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Library  for  the  year 
ending  December  31,1 926  in  segregated  budget  form  arc  as 
follows : 

A— Penonal    service $691,721.00 

B  — Service   odier    ihaa   penonal 130,522^ 

C  — Equipment l5633dJ00 

D  —  Supplies 35.4IOjOO 

E  —  Materials 24,779.00 

F  — Special  items 864.00 

ToUl •.        .        .  $1,039,632.00 

ADDITIONS  TO  THE  LIBRARY. 

During  the  present  year,  covering  an  eleven  month  period, 
there  have  been  added  to  the  Central  Library  and  branches 
85  J  63  volumes  as  against  81,687  in  1924-25.  Of  these 
72,925  were  acquired  by  purchase  and  12,238  by  gift,  ex- 
changes, etc.  The  total  expenditures  for  books,  periodicals,  news- 
papers and  other  library  material  from  City  appropriation  and 
Trust  Funds  income,  was  $128,729.04.  The  total  number  of 
volumes  in  the  Central  Library  and  branches  is  1 ,363,5 1 5. 

CIRCULATION. 

The  total  number  of  books  issued  for  home  use  during  the 
year  was  3, 1 29,78 1 ,  for  eleven  months,  as  against  3, 1 32, 1 94  k 
1924-25,  twelve  months.  As  the  Director  points  out,  the  num- 
ber would  soon  be  doubled  if  there  were* more  books,  more 
branches  and  the  required  service  to  meet  the  fast-growing  de- 
mands made  on  the  Library  Department 

GIFTS  AND  BEQUESTS. 

The  Trustees  are  glad  to  report  the  following  gifts  and  be- 
quests during  1 925 :  in  response  to  an  appeal  by  the  President  in 
April  setting  forth  the  needs  of  the  Library,  the  following  gifts  of 
money  were  received :  from  Mr.  Percy  Lee  Atherton,  $25,  Mr. 
William  York  Peters.  $25.  and  Mr.  John  T.  Spaulding,  $100. 
These  were  funded  as  the  "Central  Library  Building  Fund 
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and  the  Trustees  voted  diat  sums  of  money  hereafter  received 
without  specific  direction  be  added  to  this  Fund  until  further 
action. 

In  October,  Mr.  Louis  E.  Kirstein  gave  to  the  Library  $  1 000, 
stating  his  intention  to  add  to  the  fund  each  year  if  able  to  do  so. 
Hiis  was  funded  as  the  '*Louis  £.  Kirstein  Fund**. 

In  December  Mr.  Morris  Gest  gave  to  the  Library  $2632.50, 
the  gross  receipts  from  a  benefit  performance  for  the  Library  of 
"The  Miracle**,  which  was  funded  as  the  "Morris  Gest  Fund,'* 
the  income  to  be  used  in  the  interest  of  dramatic  art. 

In  December,  a  bequest  under  the  will  of  Alice  B.  Chase 
of  an  oil  painting  of  "Old  Boston,**  a  memorial  to  her  husband 
Theodore  Chase,  was  accepted  by  the  Trustees  under  approval 
of  the  Art  Commision. 

Many  important  gifts  of  books  and  other  library  material 
have  been  received  as  usual  during  the  year.  A  detailed  state- 
ment of  these  may  be  found  in  the  Director's  report. 

TRUST  FUNDS. 

The  Trustees  welcome  bequests  of  money,  and  hope  that  gen- 
erous testators  may  remember  the  Library.  It  is  from  such 
sources  (»ly  that  they  can  make  purchases  of  rare  works,  which 
give  value  and  rank  to  a  great  educational  institution  but  for 
which  they  hesitate  to  expend  public  funds  appropriated  for  more 
popular  and  pressing  use. 

As  a  matter  of  interest  to  the  public,  the  Board  has  pleasure  in 
listing  herewith  the  present  trust  funds  of  the  Library,  with  ex- 
planatory notes. 

Artz  Fund. —  Donation  from  Miss  ViCTORiNE  Thomas  Artz,  of  Chi- 
cago; the  income  of  this  sum  to  be  employed  in  the  purchase  of 
valuable,  rare  editions  of  the  writings,  either  in  verse  or  prose,  of 
American  and  foreign  authors.  These  books  are  to  be  known  as  the 
"Longfellow  Memorial  Collection.*'  Received  in  1896. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  $10,000.00 

Bates  Fund  —  Donation  made  by  Joshua  Bates,  of  London,  in  March, 
1853. 

*'Tfae  income  only  of  this  fund  is  to  be  each  and  every  year  expended 
in  the  purchase  of  such  books  of  permanent  value  and  authority  as 
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may  be  found  most  needful  and  most  useful/*     Payable  to  die 

Mayor  of  the  city  for  the  time  being. 

Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond      .        $50,000.00 

Bigelow  Fund  —  Donation  made  by  JOHN  P.   BiGELOW  in  August. 
1 850,  when  Mayor  of  the  city. 

The  income  from  this  fund  is  to  be  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of 
books  for  the  increase  of  the  library. 
Im^ested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond      .  $  1 ,000.00 

Robert  Charles  Billings  Fund  —  Bequest  of  ROBERT  Charles  6il- 

UNGS. 

"The  sum  to  constitute  a  permanent  fund  for  said  library,  to  be 
called  the  Robert  Charles  Billings  Fund,  the  income  only  to  be  used 
for  the  purposes  of  the  purchase  of  books  for  said  Hbrary.*'    Re- 
ceived in  1 903. 
Imesied  in  City  of  Bost(>n  Four  per  cent  Bonds      .     $  I  OO.OOO.OO 

Bowditch  Fund  —  Bequest  of  J.  IngerSOLL  Bowditch.     Received  in 
1890. 

The  whole  income  in  each  and  every  year  to  be  expended  in  tk 
purchase  of  books  of  permanent  value  and  authority  in  mathematics 
and  astronomy. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-quarter 

per  cent  Bond $10,000.00 

Bradlee  Fund  —  Bequest  of  the  Rev.  Caleb  Davis  Bradlee  to  ik 
Boston  Public  Library.    Received  in  1897. 
Imested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-half  per 

cent  Bond $1,000.00 

Joseph  H.  Center  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Joseph  H.  Center,  the  incooe 
thereof  to  be  at  all  times  applied  to  the  purchase  of  books  and  other 
additions  to  the  library.     Received  in  1905. 
Invested  in 

City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bcmds  ....  $1 ,000.00 

City  of  Boston  Three  and  one  half  per  cent  Bonds  38,500.00 

Cash  in  City  Treasury,  December  31,  1925    .       ,  43.14 


$39,543.14 

Children's  Fund  —  Bequest  of  JosiAH  H.  Benton  of  $100,000.  to  be 
held  as  "The  Children's  Fund,**  and  the  income  appEed  to  die  pur- 
chase of  books  for  the  use  of  the  young,  to  be  applied  for  those  pur- 
poses only  in  years  when  the  city  appropriates  for  the  mainlenaiice 
of  the  Boston  Public  Library  at  least  three  per  cent  of  the  amount 
available  for  department  expenses  from  taxes  and  income  in  said  city. 
In  any  year  when  the  city  does  not  thus  appropriate  at  least  three  per 
cent  of  the  amount  available  for  department  expenses  from  taxes  and 
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income  in  taid  Gty,  the  income  given  in  said  will  for  the  purchase 
of  books  shall  be  paid  to  die  Rector  of  Trinity  Church  in  the  Gty 
of  Boston  to  be  by  him  dispensed  in  relieving  the  necessities  of  tfa« 
poor. 

Imeated  in 

City  of  Bostoni  Four  and  one-quarter  per  cent  Bond       $t  5,000.00 
City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  ....  62,000.00 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  Tliree  and  one- 
half  per  cent  Bond         20.000.00 

Commonwealth   of   Massachusetts    Four   per   cent 

Bond  6.000.00 

Cash  in  Treasury,  December  31,  1925  .       .  1 17.74 


$103,117.74 

Clement  Fund  —  Bequest  of  the  late  Frank  Clement,  of  Newton,  to 
be  known  as  the  "Frank  Clement  Fund,*'  the  income  to  be  applied 
to  the  purchase  of  books.    Received  in  1915. 
Imesied  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  $2,000.00 

Henry  Sargent  Codman  Memorial  Fund  —  This  is  a  contribution  from 
the  friends  of  Henry  Sargent  CoDMAN,  to  be  used  to  perpetuate 
the  memory  of  Mr.  Codman  by  the  purchase  of  books  upon  land- 
scape gardening. 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  subscribers  that  a  special  book  plate  shall  be 
inserted  in  each  one  of  the  volumes  purchased,  identifying  it  as  part 
of  their  memorial  collection.     Received  in  1 898. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Three  and  one  half  per 

cent  Bond $2,800.00 

Cash  in  Treasury,  December  31 .  1925    .  54.41 


$2,854.41 

Cutter  Fund  -^  Bequest  of  Abram  E.  Cutter  of  four  thousand  dol- 
lars and  his  library  of  books,  the  income  of  the  fund  to  be  expended 
for  the  purchase  of  books,  and  for  binding.     Received  in  1901 . 
Invested  in 

City  of  Boston  Three  per  cent  Bond  $4,000.00 

City  of  Boston  Four  and  one  half  per  cent  Bond  100.00 

Cash  in  Treasury,  December  31,1 925  .  40.00 


$4,140.00 

EEzabeth  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Sarah  A.  Matchett,  late  of  Brookline, 
who  died  October  6,  1910,  the  object  of  which  is  stated  in  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  her  will: 

*'I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  to  be  called  the  Eliza- 
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beth  fund,  to  be  received,  held  and  tecurely  invefted.  and  only  die 
net  income  therefrom  expended  every  year  m  the  purchase  of  sudi 
books  of  permanent  value  and  audiority  as  may  be  most  useful  id 
said  Library.** 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond       .        $25  •000.00 

Daniel  Sharp  Ford  Fund  —  A  bequest  of  DanIEL  Sharp  Ford  to  the 
Public  Library  of  thd  Gty  of  Boston.     Received  in  1 900. 
Imesttd  in  City  of  Boston  Three  per  cent  Bond  .  $6,000.00 

Franklin  Club  Fund  —  Donation  made  in  June,  1 863.  by  a  literary  asso- 
ciation of  young  men  in  Boston,  who,  at  the  dissolution  of  the  asso- 
ciation, authorized  its  trustees,  Thomas  Minns,  John  J.  French  and 
J.  Franklin  Reed,  to  dispose  of  the  funds  on  hand  in  such  maimer 
as  to  them  should  seem  judicious.  They  elected  to  bestow  it  on  the 
Public  Library,  attaching  to  it  the  following  conditions:  "In  trust, 
that  the  income,  but  the  income  only,  shall,  from  year  by  year,  be 
expended  in  the  purchase  of  books  of  permanent  value,  for  the  use  of 
the  free  Public  Library  of  the  city,  and  as  far  as  practicable  of  such 
a  character  as  to  be  of  special  interest  to  young  men.**  The  trustees 
expressed  a  preference  for  books  relative  to  government  and  poEtical 
economy. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one  quarter 

per  cent  Bond $1,000.00 

Isabella  Stewart   Gardner   Fund  —  Bequest   of   Isabella    Stevart 

Gardner. 

**To  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  Public  Library,   for  the  Brawn 

Musical  Library,  for  a  memorial  to  B.  J.  Lang.**      Received  in 

1924. 

Inpesied  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds  $5,000.00 

Morris  Gest  Fund  —  Donation  made  by  Mr.  Morris  Gest  in  December 
1925,  the  gross  receipts  from  a  benefit  performance  for  the  IJbraiy 
of  "The  Miracle**,  —  $2,652.50,  the  income  to  be  used  in  the  in- 
terest of  dramatic  art. 
Deposited  in  Hibemia  Savings  Bank  .  $2,652.50 

Green  Fond  —  Donations  of  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green  of  $2,000,  the 
income  of  which  is  to  be  expended  for  the  purchase  of  books  relating 
to  American  history.    Received  in  1 878  and  1 884. 
Invested  in 

City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  ....  1,500.00 

City  of  Boston  Three  per  cent  Bond  ....  500.00 


$2,000.00 

Charlotte-  Harris  Fund  —  Bequest  of  CHARLOTTE  Harris,  late  of  Bos- 
ton, the  object  of  which  is  stated  in  the  following  extract  from  her 
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will:  **I  give  to  the  Charlestown  Public  Library  $10,000,  to  be 
invested  of  interest,  which  interest  is  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase 
of  books  published  before  1 850.  I  also  give  to  said  Public  Library 
my  own  private  library  and  the  portrait  of  my  grandfather,  Richard 
Devens.'*  Bequests  accepted  by  City  Council,  July  31,  1877. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one  quarter 

per  cent  Bond $10,000.00 

Thomas  B.  Harris  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Thomas  B.  Harris,  late  of 
Charlestown,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Charlestown  Public  Library. 
Received  in  1 884. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  $1,000.00 

Hyde  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Frankun  P.  Hyde  of  Boston,  to  be  known 
as  the  "Franklin  P.  Hyde  Fund,**  the  income  to  be  applied  to  the 
purchase  of  books  and  other  library  material.     Received  in  1915. 
Invested  in  Qty  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds     .  $3,600.00 

Cash,  December  31.  1925 32.40 


$3,632.40 

David  P.  Kimball  Fund  —  Bequest  of  David  P.  KiMBALL. 

*'I  give  to  the  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston,  the  income  to 
be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books  $10,000.*'  Received  in  1924. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds  $  1 0,000.00 

Louis  E.  Kirstein  Fund  —  Donation  of  $  1 ,000  made  by  Mr.  la>UIS  E. 
KiRSTEiN  in  October  1925,  **to  be  used  for  any  purpose  of  the  li- 
brary that  the  Trustees  see  fit  to  put  it  to.*' 
Deposited  in  Hibernia  Savings  Bank  $1,000.00 

Arthur  Mason  Knapp  Fund  —  Extract  from  the  will  of  KatheRINE 
Knapp  "To  the  Trustees  of  the^  Public  Library  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  ($10,000),  to  be  known 
as  the  Arthur  Mason  Knapp  Fund,  of  which  the  income  only  shall 
be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  said  library.  And  I  hereby 
request  that  such  books  be  designated  with  an  appropriate  label  or 
inscription,  bearing  the  name  of  the  Fund."  Received  in  1914. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  $  1 0,000.00 

Abbott  Lawrence  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Abbott  Lawrence,  of  Boston. 
Received  in  1860.     The  interest  on  this  fund  is  to  be  exclusively 
appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  said  Ubrary  having 
a  permanent  value. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Three  and  one  half  per 

cent  Bond $10,000.00 

Edward  Lawrence  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Edward  Lawrence,  of  Charles- 
town. Received  in  1886.  The  following  clause  from  his  will 
explains  its  purpose: 
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"To  hold  and  apply  the  income  and  so  much  of  the  principal  as  tbey 
may  choose,  to  die  purchase  of  special  books  of  reference  to  be  kepi 
and  used  only  at  the  Charlestown  branch  of  said  Public  Library.** 
Imesied  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  $500.00 

Mrs.  John  A.  Lewis  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Elizabeth  Lewis,  to  be  known 
as  the  Mrs.  John  A.  Lewis  Fund:  "I  give  and  bequeath  to  die  Bos- 
ton Public  Library  the  sum  of  $5,000  as  a  fund,  the  income  of  which 
is  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  such  old  and  rare  books  as  shall  be 
fidy  selected  to  augment  the  collection  known  as  the  John  A.  Lewis 
Library."  Received  in  1903. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond     •  $5,000.00 

Charles  Greely  Loring  Memorial  Fund  —  Donation  from  the  family  of 
Charles  Greely  Loring.  the  income  of  wUch  is  to  be  expended 
for  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  West  End  Branch.     Received  m 
1896. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond     .  $500.00 

Charles  Mead  Fund  —  Bequest  of  CHARLES  Mead,  to  constitute  die 
Charles  Mead  Public  Library  Trust  Fund  for  the  promotion  of  the 
objects  of  the  Public  Library  in  such  manner  as  the  government  of 
said  library  shall  deem  best,  and  so  far  as  the  government  shall  deem 
consistent  with  the  objects  of  the  library  to  be  used  for  the  benefit 
of  the  South  Boston  Branch  Library.  Received  in  1896. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one  half  per 

cent  Bond $2,500.00 

The  Oakland  Hall  Trust  Fund  —  By  an  interlocutory  decree  of  the 
Probate  Court  for  the  County  of  Suffolk,  the  amount  of  $1 1 .781.44 
was  received,  the  same  being  one-half  of  the  net  amount  received  from 
the  disposition  of  certain  property  held  by  the  Trustees,  under  an 
indenture  between  Amor  HolUngsworth,  Sumner  A.  Burt  and  Amor 
L.  Hollingsworth,  all  of  Milton,  Mass.,  and  John  H.  McKendry, 
of  Boston,  Mass.,  entered  into  the  sixth  day  of  August,  1870.  The 
above  amount  was  accepted  by  the  City,  January  2,  1924,  and  the 
Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  voted  to  invest  the  same  under  the 
name  of  "The  Oakland  Hall  Trust  Fund,*'  the  income  to  be  applied 
to  the  purchase  of  books  and  other  library  material  for  the  Mattapan 
Branch. 

IwfesUd  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds  $1 1 .780.00 

Cash,' December  31,   1925 1.44 


$11,781.44 
John  Boyle  O'Reilly  Fund  —  Donation  received  from  die  Papyrus 
Club  to  establish  a  fund  in  memory  of  John  Boyle  O'Reilly,  late 
member  of  said  club,  the  income  of  said  fund  to  be  devoted  to  the 
purchase  of  books  for  the  Boston  Public  Library.  Recdved  in  1 897. 
Imested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  $1 .000.00 


[91 

Phillips  Fund  —  Donation  made  by  JONATHAN  Philups,  of  Boston, 

in  April,  1853. 

The  interest  of  this  fund  is  to  be  used  exclusively  for  the  purchase 

of  books  for  said  library. 

I  wrested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond     .        $10,000.00 

Also  a  bequest  by  the  same  gentleman  in  his  will  dated  September 

20.  1849. 

The  interest  on  which  is  to  be  annually  devoted  to  the  maintenance  of 

a  free  Public  Library. 

Imested  in  City  of  Boston  Three  and  one  half  per 

cent   Bond $20,000.00 

Both  of  diese  items  are  payable  to  the  Mayor  of  the  city  for  the 

time  being. 
Pierce  Fund  —  Donation  made  by  Henry  L.  PierCE,  Mayor  of  the 

city,  November  29,  1873,  and  accepted  by  the  City  Council,  De- 
cember 27,  1873. 

Imtsiti  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds  $3,000.00 

Sarah  E.  Pratt  Fund  —  Bequest  from  Sarah  E.  Pratt,  late  of  Boston 
under  the  14th  clause  of  her  will  for  the  benefit  of  the  Dorchester 
Branch,  $500.00. 

Distribution   of   residue  of  estate   on   May    7,    1924,   $964.30. 
By  vote  of  the  trustees  the  bequest  to  be  funded  as  the  Sarah  E. 
Pratt  Fund,  the  income  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  books  for  the 
Dorchester  Branch.    Received  in  January,  1 922. 
Gity  of  Bostpn  Four  and  one-quarter  per  cent  Bond  1 ,400.00 

Cash  in  City  Treasury,  December  3 1 ,  1 925  64.30 


$1,464.30 
Scholfield  Fund  —  Bequest  of  ARTHUR  ScHOLFIELD,  who  died  in  New 
York,  January  1  7,  1 883.  The  interest  to  be  paid  to  certain  heirs 
during  their  lives,  and  then  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books  of 
permanent  value.  The  last  heir,  Joseph  Scholfield,  died  November 
1 8,  1 889,  and  by  his  will  bequeathed  to  the  City  of  Boston  the  sum 
of  $1  1,766.67,  which  represents  the  income  of  said  fund  received 
by  him  \xp  to  the  time  of  his  death,  to  which  was  added  $33.33 
accrued  interest  on  deposit  up  to  the  time  of  investment,  to  be  added 
to  the  fund  given  by  his  brother. 
Invested  in 

City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds  $33,800.00 

City  of  Boston  Four  and  one  quarter  per  cent  Bond  1 2,000.00 

City  of  Boston  Four  and  one  half  per  cent  Bonds  6,000.00 

City  of  Boston  Five  per  cent  Bonds        ...  1 0,000.00 

$61,800.00 


} 
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Scwall  Fund  —  Elxtract  from  the  will  of  RlCHARD  Black  SewalL: 
**  Tenth. —  I  bequeath  the  following  pecuniary  legaciei  clear  of  lega- 
cy tax,  namely.  To  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  the  Gty 
of  Boston  $23,000  (twenty-five  thousand  dollars)  to  be  added  to 
their  funds  and  the  income  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books.** 
Received  in  1 9 1 8. 
Imesied  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-quarter  per 

cent   Bond $25,000.00 

Skinner  Fund  —  Extract  from  the  will  of  FRANCIS  Skinner: 

** Eleventh. —  All  my  books  and  library  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my 
son,  to  be  enjoyed  by  him  during  his  life  and  after  his  death  to  be 
distributed  as  he  shall  appoint  among  such  public  libraries  as  he  shsll 
judge  fit,  and  in  case  he  makes  no  such  appointment  then  to  the 
Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
"Sixteenth. —  All  the  rest  and  residue  of  my  said  property  of  what- 
ever kind,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  Augustus  P.  Loring  and  J.  Lewis 
Stackpole  in  trust  to  pay  the  net  income  to  my  son  Francis  Skinner, 
Jr.,  during  his  life,  or  to  apply  the  same  to  his  maintenance  and  sus^ 
port,  or  the  maintenance  and  support  of  any  issue  of  his,  as  they  shall 
think  best  during  his  life ;  and  at!  his  death  to  apply  the  income  lo  the 
maintenance  and  support  of  his  issue  until  his  youngest  child  shall 
reach  the  age  of  2 1  years  and  then  to  distribute  said  property  among 
said  issue,  the  issue  of  a  deceased  child  to  take  the  share  a  parent 
would  have  taken  if  Kving. 

**If  there  shall  be  no  issue  surviving  at  the  time  of  my  son's  dtkiu 
then  to  turn  the  said  property  into  cash  and  to  divide  it  equtUy 
among  the  following  legatees:  The  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  of  Boston,  Massa- 
chusetts, the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  the  Medical  School 
of  Harvard  University,  and  the  Free  Hospital  for  Women.  Brook- 
line,  Massachusetts. 

Invested  in 

City  of  Boston  Three  and  one-half  per  cent  Bond  $40,000.00 

City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds  ....  1 0,250.00 

City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-half  per  cent  Bond  200.00 

1 6  shares  Worcester  Street  Railway  Company       .  1 ,280.00 

Cash,  December  31,  1925 2,14 


$51,732.14 

South  Boston  Branch  Library  Trust  Fund  —  Donation  of  a  citizen  of 
South  Boston,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  expended  for  the  beneit 
of  the  South  Boston  Branch  Library.     Received  in  1 879. 
Imfested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-quarter  per 

cent  Bond $100.00 


I 
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Mary  Elizabeth  Stewart  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Mary  Elizabeth  Stew- 
art of  $3,300  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  Public  Library.     The 
Trustees  voted  under  date  of  June  29,   1923,  that  the  income  be 
applied  to  the  purchase  of  books  and  other  library  material. 
Imesled  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond      .         $3,500.00 

Partick  F.  Sullivan  Bequest — Elxtract  from  will:  *'I  give  and  bequeath 
to  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  the  sum  of  £ve  thous- 
and dollars,  the  principal  or  income  of  said  sum  to  be  expended  by 
them  for  the  purchase  of  CathoHc  standard  books,  said  books  to  be 
approved  by  the  Archbishop  of  the  diocese  of  Boston,  Mass.,  or  by 
the  President  of  the  Trustees  of  Boston  College,  in  Boston,  Mass." 
Received  in  1 908. 

This  bequest,  together  with  interest  amounting  to  $339.61,  has  been 
expended  for  books. 

Ticknor  Bequest  —  By  the  will  of  George  Ticknor,  of  Boston,  he 
gave  to  the  City  of  Boston,  on  the  death  of  his  wife,  all  his  books  and 
manuscripts  in  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  languages,  about  four 
thousand  volumes,  and  also  the  sum  of  four  thousand  dollars.  After 
the  receipt  of  said  sums  the  city  is  required  to  spend  not  less  thaq 
one  thousand  dollars  in  every  five  years  during  the  twenty-five  years 
next  succeeding  (i.e.,  the  income  of  four  thousand  dollars,  at  the 
rate  of  five  per  cent  per  annum)  in  the  purchase  of  books  in  the 
Spanish  and  Portuguese  languages  and  literature.  At  the  end  of 
twenty-five  years  the  income  of  said  "sum  to  be  expended  annually  in 
the  purchase  of  books  of  permanent  value,  either  in  the  Spanish  or 
Portuguese  languages,  or  in  such  other  languages  as  may  be  deemed 
expedient  by  those  having  charge  of  the  library^  The  books  be- 
queathed or  purchased  are  always  to  be  freely  accessible  for  reference 
or  study,  but  are  not  to  be  loaned  for  use  outside  of  the  library  build- 
ing. If  these  bequests  are  not  accepted  by  the  city,  and  the  trusts 
and  conditions  faithfully  executed,  the  books,  manuscripts  and  money 
are  to  be  given  to  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  College. 
In  order  that  the  city  might  rec^ve  the  immediate  benefit  of  this 
contribution,  Anna  Ticknor,  widow  of  the  donor,  relinquished  her 
right  to  retain  during  her  life  the  books  and  manuscripts,  and  placed 
them  under  the  control  of  the  city,  the  City  Council  having  previously 
accepted  the  bequests  in  accordance  with  the  terms  and  conditions  of 
said  will,  and  the  Trustees  of  the  PubHc  Library  received  said  be- 
quests on  behalf  of  the  city,  and  made  suitable  arrangements  for  the 
care  and  custody  of  the  books  and  manuscripts. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-half  per 

cent  Bond $4,000.00 

William  C.  Todd  Newspaper  Fund  —  Donation  by  WiLUAM  C.  Todd, 
accepted  by  order  of  the  City  Council,  aj^roved  October  30,  1 897, 
the  income  to  be  at  least  two  thousand  dollars  a  year,  to  be  ex- 
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pended  by  the  Library  Trustees  for  newspapers  of  this  and  other 

countries. 

Imested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  $50,000.00 

Townsend  Fund  —  Donation  from  William  Minot  and  William  Minot. 
Jr.,  executors  of  the  will  of  Mary  P.  ToWNSEND,  of  Bostoo.  at 
whose  disposal  she  left  a  certain  portion  of  her  estate  in  trust  for  sudi 
charitable  and  public  institutions  as  they  might  think  meritorioas. 
Said  executors  accordingly  selected  the  Public  Library  of  the  Gty 
of  Boston  as  one  of  such  institutions,  and  attached  the  following  con- 
ditions to  the  legacy:  "The  income  only  shall,  in  each  and  every 
year,  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  use  of  the  Kbraiy; 
each  of  whic^  books  shall  have  been  published  in  some  one  edition 
at  least  five  years  at  the  time  it  may  be  so  purchased.**  Received  in 
1879. 
Imested  in  Gty  of  Boston  Three  and  one-half  per 

cent   Bond $4,000.00 

Treadwell  Fund  —  By  the  will  of  the  late  Daniel  Treadwell,  of 
Cambridge,  late  Rumford  Professor  in  Harvard  College,  who  died 
February  27,  1872,  he  left  the  residue  of  his  estate,  after  paymeot 
of  debts,  legacies,  etc,  in  trust  to  his  executors,  to  hold  during  the 
life  of  his  wife  for  her  benefit,  and  after  her  decease  to  divide  the 
residue  then  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees,  as  therein  pro- 
vided, and  convey  one-fifth  part  thereof  to  the  Trustees  of  the  PuUc 
Library  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

By  order  of  the  City  Council,  approved  May  1 7,  1 872*  said  bequest 
was  accepted  and  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  authorized  to 
receive  the  same  and  invest  it  in  the  City  of  Boston  Bonds,  income 
of  which  is  to  be  expended  by  said  Trustees  in  such  manner  as  they 
may  deem  for  the  bc^t  interests  of  the  Library. 
Imested  in 

City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-half  per  cent  Bond  .  $1,000.00 

City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-quarter  per  cent  Bonds  3, 1  OO.OO 

City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds.  .  9,850.00 

Cash  in  City  Treasury,  December  31,  1925  .  37.69 


$13,987.69 
Tufts  Fund  —  Bequests  of  Nathan  A.  Tufts,  of  Charlestown,  to  be 
known  as  the  "Nathan  A.  Tufts  Fund,'*  the  income  to  be  applied 
at  all  times  to  the  purchase  of  books  and  other  additions  to  the  library 
to  be  placed  in  the  Charlestown  Branch.  Received  in  1906. 
Imested  in  City  of  Boston  Three  and  one-half  per 

cent  Bonds $10,100.00 

Cash  in  City  Treasury,  December  31,  1925  .       •  31.77 

$10,131.77 
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Twentieth  Regiinent  Memorial   Fund  —  Donation  on   account  of   the 

Twentieth  Regiment  Memorial  Fund,  the  income  to  be  used 

for  the  purchase  of  books  of  a  military  and  patriotic  character,  to  be 
placed  in  the  alcove  appropriated  as  a  memorial  to  the  Twentieth 
Regiment.    Received  in  1897. 
IrtPested  m  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-quarter  per 

cent  Bond $5,000.00 

Wales  Fund  —  Extract  from  die  will  of  George  C.  Wales: 

"After  the  foregoing  bequests  I  direct  that  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
dollars  be  paid  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  the  same  to  be  held,  managed  and  invested  by  them,  so  as 
to  produce  an  income  (  and  the  said  income  to  be  applied  to  the  pur- 
chase of  such  books  for  said  Library  as  they  may  deem  best."  Re- 
ceived in  1918. 
Imested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-quarter  per 

cent  Bond $5,000.00 

Mehitable  C.  C.  Wilson  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Mehitable  C.  C.  Wil- 
son, the  income  to  be  expended  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  the 
Boston  Public  Library. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds  $1 ,000.00 

Whitney  Funds  —  Bequests  of  James  Lyman  Whitney,  who  died  Sep- 
tember 25.  1910. 

Alice  Lincoln  Whitney  Fund  —  The  twelfth  clause  of  his  will  di- 
rected that:  One-tenth  of  said  remaining  income  of  the  principal 
fund,  I  direct  to  be  paid  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  the 
Gty  of  Boston,  to  be  held  and  accumulated  by  said  Trustees  and 
permanently  invested  and  re-invested.  The  first  five  thousand  dollars 
of  income  so  accumulated,  including  the  income  thereon  arising  during 
the  period  of  accumulation,  I  request  to  be  funded  in  the  name  of 
my  sister,  Alice  Lincoln  Whitney,  and  the  income  of  said  fund  after 
its  accumulation  or  so  much  of  said  income  as  may  be  required,  to 
be  paid  to  such  employees  of  the  said  Library,  who  are  sick  and  in 
need  of  help,  as  the  Trustees  may  in  their  discretion  deem  most 
worthy  (there  are  often  such  cases).  Any  amount  of  income  from 
said  accumulated  fund  not  needed  for  the  purpose  just  mentioned 
shall  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books  and  manuscripts. 
Invested  in 

City  of  Boston  Five  per  cent  Bond  ....  $    500.00 

City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-quarter  per  cent  Bond  1 ,000.00 

City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds  ....  3,500.00 

James  Lyman  Whitney  Fund  —  The  Alice  Lincoln  Whitney  Fund 
having  been  established,  all  amounts  of  income  of  the  principal  fund 
paid  to  said  Trustees,  after  the  accumulation  of  said  fund  of  five 
thousand  dollars  shall  be  held  as  the  James  Lyman  Whitney  Fund, 
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and  invested  and  reinvested  and  the  income  used  in  equal  shares, 
one  share  for  the  purchase  of  rare  and  expensive  books,  and  one  share 
for  the  purchase  and  care  of  manuscripts;  one  half  at  least  of  the 
share  devoted  to  manuscripts  to  be  expended  for  their  cataloguing 
and  proper  care. 
In\^esled  in 

City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-half  per  cent  Bonds  .  $1,200.00 

City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-quarter  per  cent  Bonds  2,000.00 

City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds  ....  7,450.00 

Cash  in  City  Treasury,  December  31,1 923  .       .  2 1 .22 


$10,671.22 
In  addition  to  the  above  Mr.  Whitney  created  a  trust,  directing  that 
of  the  net  income  seven  hundred  dollars  a  year  be  paid  to  the  Trustees 
of  the  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  be  expended  on 
bibliographic  work  for  the  benefit  of  the  Library. 

Central  Library  Building  Fund  —  Donations  in  response  to  an  appeal  by 
the  Trustees  in  April  1923,  setting  forth  the  needs  of  the  Library, 
from 

Percy  Lee  Atherton $  23.00 

William  York  Peters 23.00 

John  T.   Spaulding 100.00 

Invested  in  City  of  Boston  four  per  cent  Bond  .        .  1 30.00 

Donations  —  Besides  the  preceding,  the  following  donations  have  been 

made  to  the  Public  Library,  and  the  amounts  have  been  appro- 
priated for  the  purchase  of  books,  according  to  the  intenbon  of  the 
donors,  viz.: 

J.  Ingersoll  Bowditch $6,800.00 

Samuel  Appleton,  late  of  Boston     ....  1,000.00 

Sally  Inman  Kast  Shepard       .....  1 ,000.00 

James  Brown,  late  of  Cambridge     ....  300.00 

Andrew  Carnegie 980.75 

Nathaniel  I.  Bowditch 200.00 

James  Nightingale  .  .  .  .  100.00 
Dorchester  and  Milton  Circulating  Library,  for  the 

benefit  of  the  Dorchester  Branch  Library  .       .  333.13 

$10,913.88 
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RECAPITULATION  OF  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  TRUST  FUNDS. 

Artz   Fund     .         .         .        «. $  10,000.00 

Bates  Fund 50.000.00 

Bifelow   Fund 1.000.00 

Robert  Charles   Billings  Fund 100.000.00 

Bowditcli  Fund 10.000.00 

Bradlee    Fund 1.000.00 

Joseph   H.   Center    Fund 39.543.14 

Central  Library  Building  Fund 150.00 

Qiildren's    Fund 103.117.74 

Clement    Fund        .         T 2.000.00 

Henry  Sargent  Codman  Memorial  Fund 2.654.41 

Cutter    Fund 4.140.00 

Elizabeth  Fund 25,000.00 

Daniel  Sharp  Ford  Fund 6.000.00 

Franklin  Chib  Fund 1.000.00 

Isibella  Stewart  Gardner  Fund 5.000.00 

Morris    Gest    Fund        ..........  2,652.00 

G«ei»Fuiid 2.000.00 

aarlotte   Harris   Fund 10.000.00 

Thomas   B.  Harris  Fund 1.000.00 

Hyde  Fund 3.632.40 

Darid  P  Kimball  Fund lO.OOOXK) 

Louis   E.    Kirstein    Fund 1.000.00 

Arthur  Mason  Knapp  Fund 10.000.00 

Abbott  Lawrence  Fund 10.000.00 

Edward  Laurence  Fund 500.00 

Mrs.  John  A.  Lewis  Fund 5.000.00 

Charles  Greely  Loring  Memorial  Fund 500.00  # 

Charles    Mead    Fund      . 2.500.00 

The  Oakland  Hall  Trust  Fund 11.781.44 

John  Boyle  O'Reilly  Fund 1.000.00 

Phillips    Fund 30,000.00 

Pienre    Fund 5.000.00 

Sarah  E  Pratt  Fund J'^^ 

Scholfield  Fund ^1 '555  22 

Sewall  Fund ?? 22299 

Skinner    Fund 51,732.14 

South  Boston  Branch  Library  Trust  Fund L22'22 

Mary  Elizabeth  Slewarl  Fund ^^'22 

Ticknor    Fund 4.000.00 

WiUiam  C.  Todd  Newspaper  Fund ^'222  22 

Townsend    Fund 4.000.00 

Treadwell    Fund n'iSlS? 

Nathan    A.    Tufu    Fund        . 'c'AilAn 

Twentieth    Regiment    Memorial    Fund            ......  ^xJJXVvi 

Wales  Fund 5.^00.00 

Mehitable  C  C.  Wilson  Fund ».22SnS 

Alice  Lincoln  Whitney  Fund ,n'S??? 

Janes  Lyman  Whitney  Fund Wfi7\.U 

$719,758.75 
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NEEDS  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

«  Tlie  Trustees  wish  to  call  special  attention  to  the  report  of  the 
Director  which  contains  many  points  of  interest  in  relation  to  the 
Library.  From  the  report  it  will  be  seen  that  many  important  re- 
pairs and  improvements  were  carried  out  during  the  year.  Mudi 
still  remains  to  be  done,  and  the  Trustees  have  included  in  their 
budget  estimates  this  year  a  request  for  special  ccmsideration 
for  carrying  on  the  work. 

EXAMINING  COMMITTEE. 

Tlie  Trustees  gratefully  acknowledge  the  assistance  rendered 
by  the  Examining  Committee  of  the  year.  It  appears  that  the 
Library  can  always  rely  on  the  generous  and  cheerful  assistance 
of  the  best  citizens  whenever  they  are  asked  to  render  it  service. 
The  recommendations  of  the  Committee  deserve  and  have  re- 
ceived careful  attention.    The  Committee  for  1 925  consisted  of: 

Mr.  Gordon  Abbott.  Mr.  Jacob  J.  Kaplan. 

Mr.  Percy  Lcc  Atherton.  Mr.  John  C.  Kiley. 

Prof.  E.  Charlton  Black.  Mr.  Malcolm  Lang. 

John  T.  Bottomley,  M.D.  Gen.  Edward  L.  Logan. 

Mr.  W.  Irving  Bullard.  Mrs.  Joseph  T.  Mooney. 

Miss  Ida  M.  Cannon.  Mr.  Francis  P.  0*G>nnor. 

Mr.  Clifton  H.  Dwinnell.  Mrs.  Fred  L.  Pigeon. 

Mr.  Allan  Forbes.  Mrs.  Arthur  Rotch. 

Mr.  John  I.  Fitzgerald.  Rev.  Lyman  V.  Rudedge. 

Mr.  HolEa  French.  Mr.  Samuel  Sigilman. 

Mr.  Lee  M.  Friedman.  Miss  Sara  H.  Stites. 

Mr.  Henry  Lewis  Johnson.  Mr.  Charles  H.  Tyler. 

Mrs.  Barrett  Wendell. 

The  helpful  and  suggestive  report  of  the  Ccxnmittee  is  ap- 
pended to  the  report  of  the  Trustees. 

CONCLUSION. 

The  Board  notes  with  pleasure  and  satisfaction  the  election 
this  year  to  the  Presidency  of  the  American  Library  Association 
of  Mr.  C.  F.  D'  Belden,  the  able  and  efficient  Director  of  the 
Boston  Public  Library. 

It  is  interesting  to  observe  in  connection  therewith  that  this  is 
the  second  time  that  such  an  honor  has  come  to  our  library,  the 


1171 

former  instance  being  when  Mr.  Justin  Winsor,  50  years  ago, 
was  chosen  as  the  first  president  of  that  association. 

We  desire  also  to  record  our  warip  appreciation  of  the  splendid 
spirit  of  cooperation  which  everywhere  prevails  between  the  Di* 
rector  and  the  entire  library  staff. 

Michael  J.  Murray, 
Guy  W.  Currier. 
Arthur  T.  Connnolly. 
Louis  E.  Kirstein.    » 
William  A.  Gaston. 
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BALANCE  SHEET.  RECEIPTS  AND 
Dr. 

Central  Library  and  Branches: 

To  cxpendituret  for 

Permanent    employees    (exclusive    of    Printing    and 

Binding    Departments)      .     , $372,367.74 

Temporary    employees       ......  143,632.75 

$516,000.49 

Service  other  than  personal 

Contract  work   (outside) 198.74 

Advertising 65.60 

Transportation  of  persons  ......  795.17 

Cartage  and  Freight II  .556.93 

Light   and   power 9,169.01 

Rent,  taxes  and  water 15,725.49 

Surety  bond  and  insurance 17.50 

Communication 1,663.32 

Cleaning  towels,  etc 974.57 

Removal  of  snow 4.00 

Medical 1 5.00 

Elxpert 1,429.69 

Fees 51.35 

General  Plant  Repairs 45,291.59 

86.957.96 

To  expenditure  for  equipment 

Machinery 3,426.20 

Furniture   and   fittings 6,580.15 

Office 1.872.65 

Books: 
City   appropriation  .  $97,130.06 

Trust  funds  income  .  22,59838 

119,728.44 

Newspapers: 

'   City    appropriation  1,367.01 

Trust  funds  income 

Todd  Fund  ....  1,566.88 

2,933.89 

Periodicals 9,710.76 

Photographs ^^     q 

Tools  and  instrument) 1,066.49 

General  plant  equipment 2.252.55      ,.-^,^ 

147,tZ/.v« 

To  expenditures  for  supplies: 

Office .         .         .         .  6.73326 

Food  and  ice 383.87 

Fuel I7.4%.51 

Forage   for  animals 12*5? 

Medical tJi'il 

Laundry,  cleaning  and  toile! ScoSa 

Agricultural 258.^ 

Chemicals  and  ditinfectanU o2  to 

Gen««l  Pl»« '-^-^       2&W0J5 

Carried  forvcri $779375* 


I 
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EXPENSES.  DECEMBER  31.  1925 


By  Qty  Apphopmation  1925 

Income   from  Trust   fundi 

Income  from  Jamet  L.  Whitney  Bibliographic  account 
Interest   on   aepocit   in    London         .... 

By  Balances  Brought  Forward  from  1925: 
Trust  Funds  income,  Cihr  Treasurer 
Trust  Funds  income  on  deposit  in  London 
City  appropriation  on  deposit  in  London 
James  L.  Whitney  Bibliographic  account 
Library  Building  Addition,  equipping  and  furnishing 


Cr, 


$863772.00 

19.23575 

350.00 

191.47 


56.579.93 
6.821.10 
3.970.43 
5.620.15 

1 1 79939 


$883,459.19 


86791.00 


Carried  forward   . 


$970,340.19 
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BALANCE  SHEET.  RECEIPTS  AND 


Dr. 


Brought  formarJ 

To  expendituret  for  material 

BuilcUng 110.00 

Electrical 3,77339 

General  plant 12.691.66 


Special  itemi 

Pensiont    ....... 

Jamct   L.   Whitney   Bibliographic   account 


791.56 
231 B2 


Binding  Department: 
Salaries 
Stock 
Equipment 
Light 
Rq>airt 

Electrical,  tooli 
Freight 


ice 


and 


mall  tuppliet 


Printing  Department: 
Salari 
Stock. 


47.944.44 

4.971.15 

2.191.73 

45.67 

38.95 

487.92 

27.00 


9.903.23 
2.624.06 


Equipment ^•US'?^ 


Light 

Repairs 

Outside   work   .         .         .         .        • 
Furniture,  tools,  ice  and  small  supplies 

Freight 

Insurance 


To  Amount  Paid  into  City  Treasury: 
From    fines       .        •        •        •         • 
Sales  of  catalogues,  bulletins  and  lists 
Commission  on  telephone  stations 
Payments  for  lost  books    • 
Safe  of  waste  paper  .        .        •        • 


Interest  on   deposit 


To  Balance.  December  31.  1925: 

Trust  funds  income  on  deposit  in  London  . 
City  appropriation  on  deposit  in  London  . 
Trust  fundi  income,  City  Treasury  . 
James  L.  Whitney  Bibliographic  account 
Interest   on    deposit   in   London 


30.42 

123.84 

40.76 

1.544.37 

2.93 

89.61 


15.691.17 

56.93 

50629 

1.262.01 

245.15 

6.08 


3.392.67 

3.250.45 

56,722.87 

5.738.33 

191.47 


Balance  U  nexpended  :  ^^  ^- 

General    appropriation      .         .         .         •         •  ii  700'Sq 

Special  appropriation,  Library  Building  Addition     .         U,TffJ^ 


$779,575* 


16.575.05 


1.023J8 


55.70616 


20.478.19 


17.767.63 


69^95.79 

27.685JM 
$968,107^ 


i 
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EXPENSES.  DECEMBER  31.  1925. 


Cr. 


Brought  forward $970,340.19 

By  Receipts: 

From    fines       .......         .  15.691.17 

Sales  of  catalogues,  bulletins  and   lists  56.93 

Commission   on   lel^hone   stations     ....  506.29 

Pajrmenb  for  lost  boob 1.262.01 

Sale  of  waste  paper 245.15 

Interest  on   deposit 6.06 

$17,767.53 


$986,107.82 


REPORT  OF  THE   EXAMINING   COMMITTEL 


To  THE  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library 
OF  THE  City  of  Boston. 

Gentlemen: 

The  Examining  Committee  takes  pleasure  in  submitting  its 
report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1 925. 

The  Committee  appointed  for  the  current  year,  consisting  of 
women  and  men  of  widely  various  interests,  has  given  interested 
and  thorough  attention  to  the  duties  assigned  to  it.  The  Gnd- 
mittee  was  organized  in  the  usual  sub-committees  and  the  various 
assignments  were  carefully  investigated. 

Each  sub-c(Mnmittee  has  made  a  report  in  writing,  and  this 
will  be  filed  with  you  for  specific  data.  Through  the  considera- 
tion of  these  individual  reports  and  discussions  of  them,  the  Ex- 
amining Committee  wishes  to  record  its  highest  regard  for  tbe 
service  rendered  by  the  Boston  Public  Library  through  the  main 
library  and  its  numerous  branches.  Members  of  our  Committee 
found  many  of  the  branches  actively  engaged  in  supplying  hotks 
in  close  alliance  with  public  school  work.  There  is  also  great 
need  for  the  further  development  of  the  q[)ecial  libraries  in  con- 
nection with  the  higher  grades  of  educational  and  technical  work, 
in  which  Boston  now  has  a  large  and  growing  conununity. 

Tlie  subjects  to  which  the  Examining  Conmiittee  urges  spedal 
attention  are  as  follows: 

1  •  The  amount  used  for  repairs  on  the  main  building,  during 
the  year,  has  been  economically  expended  and  the  results 
so  far,  are  satisfactory.  It  is  urged  that  a  further  special 
appropriation  be  made  for  the  coming  year  to  continue 
the  important  work  of  restoration. 


1 
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2.  The  salaries  of  die  staff  of  the  Library  are  below  the  proper 

standards*  and  as  soon  as  die  report  of  the  National  Body 
on  Library  Standard  Salaries  is  published,  the  question 
of  a  revision  of  the  salaries  in  the  Boston  Public  Library 
service  should  be  studied  and  recommendations  made  by 
the  next  Committee. 

3.  The  needs  of  the  Library  for  endowment  were  never  more 

urgent.  The  special  libraries  can  be  of  great  service  to 
the  large  student  body.  The  various  groups  in  the  Fine 
Arts  Department  need  funds  to  acquire  early  examples 
and  modem  reference  works  in  both  the  arts  and  sciences. 
A  study  of  the  question  of  endowment  and  contributions 
is  urged  so  that  steps  may  be  taken  to  increase  them. 

4.  Tlie  sub-committee  on  branch  libraries  gave  careful  atten- 

tion to  the  needs  of  different  sections  of  the  City,  and 
these  were  the  subject  of  full  discussion  by  the  general 
Committee.  While  it  is  advisable  for  the  City  to  own 
eventually  all  its  branches,  as  contrasted  with  using  rented 
and  often  unsuitable  premises,  the  Committee  appreciates 
the  fact  that  a  definite  program  for  new  buildings,  with 
ensuing  increase  in  taxation,  is  a  part  of  the  larger  policy 
of  die  City.  It  is  essendal,  however,  that  a  forward  look- 
ing building  program  be  followed  so  diat  the  present  un- 
satisfactory conditions  in  some  branches  be  overcome,  and 
the  best  library  service  possible  rendered  to  all  parts  of 
the  City. 

5.  A  more  general  understanding  of  the  importance  of  the  ser- 

vice rendered  by  the  Boston  Public  Library  is  essential  to 
the  future  of  this  institution.  Those  who  serve  for  cme  or 
more  years  on  the  Examining  Committee  have  a  much 
deeper  appreciation  of  the  far-reaching  influence  upon  the 
pleasures  and  accomplishments  of  the  youth  and  citizen- 
ship of  this  City,  than  before  such  contact.  It  is  unfortu- 
nate that  the  membership  of  this  Committee  has  such  temp- 
orary contact  with  Ubrary  affairs.  That  more  continuous 
contact  should  be  established  between  the  library  and 
individuals  who  in  a  sense  will  represent  community  in- 
terests, is  urged. 


\ 
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6.     It  was  VOTED :  That  the  Elxamining  Committee  recommeiid 

that  the  Trustees  consider  ways  and  means  of  creating 

a  more  continuing  and  more  effective  interest  on  the  part 

of  the  members  of  the  Examining  Committee,  and  suggest 

that  they  be  ai^x>inted  in  rotation  for  a  term  of  three  or 

four  years. 

The  circulation  of  over  three  million  volumes  annually,  the 

large  use  made  of  die  reading  rooms,  the  special  libraries  and  the 

reference  works  for  school  use  in  branch  libraries  are  the  visible 

evidences  of  the  successful  adminislaration  of  the  Boston  Public 

Library.     They  also  impose  a  respcmsibility  for  wise  and  liberal 

development  which  needs  a  wider  publicity  of  libraiy  affairs. 

Adopted  as  the  Report  of  the  Examining  Committee,  Jan- 
uary 25.  1926. 


REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTOR 
To  THE  Board  of  Trustees: 

An  amendment  to  the  City  Charter  made  by  the  General 
Court  of  Ae  Commonwealth  in  1 924  (Chapter  479)  advanced 
the  fiscal  year  of  the  city  one  month.  In  consequence,  the  Re- 
port  herewith  respectfully  submitted  is  for  an  eleven-month 
period,  February  I  to  December  31,  1925. 

CIRCULATION  AND  ACCESSION  OF  BOOKS. 

The  total  circulation  for  the  entire  library  system  for  the  eleven 
month  year  was  3,129,781 ;  this  is  12,413  volumes  less  than  the 
circulation  for  1924-25.  Tlie  branch  circulation,  exclusive  of 
deposits  to  schools  and  institutions,  was  2i306,889,  a  gain  of 
23, 1 12  over  the  previous  year.  Deposits  amounted  to  401 ,763 
volumes. 

Direct  home  circulation  from  the  Central  Library  was  608,852 
volumes,  a  loss  of  14,1 72  from  the  figures  of  1924-25. 

Comparative  stables  of  circulation  statistics  may  be  found  on 
pages  48-5 1  of  the  Appendix. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  total  circulation  for  the  twelve- 
monA  period,  ending  January  31,  1926,  was  3,307,782.  The 
gain  in  circulation  over  a  similar  period  in  1924-25  was  1 75,588 
volumes. 

The  total  accessions  for  1925  were  85,163  volumes,  a  gain  of 
4308  over  1924-25.  Of  these  72,925  were  acquired  by  pur- 
chase, 10,045  by  gift,  1,931  by  bmding  periodicals,  97  by 
binding  newq>apers,  1 20  by  exchange  and  45  through  the  Ameri- 
can Statistical  Association.  The  purchases  were  distributed  as 
follows:  branches,  61,728  volumes,  including  6,575  for  the 
Deposit  Collection ;  Central  Library,  1 1 , 1 43  volumes,  including 
3,586  bought  with  the  income  from  trust  funds. 
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The  expenditure  for  books  for  the  year  totals  $128,729.04, 
an  increase  of  $16,319.30  over  last  year.  The  city  appropria- 
tion amounted  to  $103,487.85;  $719.98  r^resents  funds  <» 
deposit  in  London,  and  $24,52 1 .2 1  was  the  income  from  trust 
funds. 

Sub-divided,  the  expenditures  from  the  City  appr<^riatioD 
charged  to  the  book  fund,  cover  $9,644.76  for  periodicals,  in- 
cluding $3,600.09  for  branches;  $1,367.01  for  newspapers, 
including  $320.50  for  branches;  $92,782.77  for  books,  includ- 
ing $78,712.04  for  branches. 

The  expenditures  from  Trust  Funds  ^ow  $1 ,566.88  paid  for 
newspapers;  $355.95  for  photographs;  $91.73  for  lantern  slides, 
and  $22,506.65  for  books. 

The  year  1 925  brought  new  obligations  and  emphasized  those 
which  are  always  pressing.  The  Fellowes  Athenaeum  Branch 
at  Roxibury,  which  is  affiliated  with  the  Fellowes  Athenaeum, 
has  hitherto  depended  on  funds  supplied  by  die  Trustees  of  the 
Athenaeum  for  its  books.  Owing  to  the  increased  cost  of  ad- 
ministering the  Athenaeum,  this  arrangement  could  not  longer 
be  carried  on  and  the  purchase  of  current  books  for  this  branch 
was  taken  over  by  the  Library  and  diarged  to  the  City  book 
appropriation. 

This  year  die  Library*  through  die  Director,  has  been  enrolled 
as  a  member  of  the  Founders  of  the  Business  Historical  Society. 
Incorporated,  of  Boston,  organized  '*to  advance  the  scientific 
study  and  development  of  finance,  trade*  commerce,  industry  and 
business  generally,  by  research  and  instruction.** 

The  completion  of  negotiations  with  the  German  Patent  Office, 
begun  in  1 924,  has  resulted  in  the  receipt  of  the  greater  part  of 
the  Patentschriften  issued  since  1914;  the  auction  sales  have 
yielded  a  fair  number  of  desirable  books,  a  few  of  which  are 
noteworthy;  a  special  collection  of  modem  Spanish  literature 
has  been  added  for  circulation,  and  the  accessions  to  the  Divisi<m 
of  Fine  Arts  have  been  constant  and  important.  It  would  not 
be  possible  to  include  in  this  report  even  a  small  portion  of  the 
many  works  of  interest  bought  during  the  year.  The  selection 
of  dtles  which  follows  shows  a  few  of  the  more  important  books 
acquired, 
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Artinano  y  de  Galdacano,  Gerasio  de.  La  arquitectura  naval  espanola 
(en  madera)  ;  Bosquejo  de  sus  condiciones  y  rasgos  de  su  evolucion. 
Madrid.     1920.    Ilhis. 

Bible,  N.  T.  The  New  Testament  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ,  newly  translated  from  the  original  Greek:  and  with  the 
former  translations  diligently  compared  and  revised.  Massachusetts 
Bay:  Boston:  Printed  by  Thomas  &  John  Fleet,  at  the  Bible  and 
Heart  in  Comhill.  1 870.  Believed  to  be  the  earliest  edition  of  the 
New  Testament  published  in  Boston.  No  other  copy  has  been  dis^ 
covered. 

Birrell,  Augustine.  Three  essays.  I.  Book4>uying.  II.  Book^binding. 
III.  The  office  of  literature*  New  York.  The  Grolier  Club. 
1924. 

Boston  Massacre.  A  short  narrative  of  the  horrid  massacre  in  Boston, 
perpetrated  in  the  evening  of  the  fifth  day  of  March,  I  770,  by  the 
soldiers  of  the  XXIXth  Regiment;  which  with  the  XlVth  Regi- 
ment were  then  quartered  there :  with  some  observations  on  the  state 
of  things  prior  to  that  catastrophe,  pp.  1  —48 ;  Appendix,  pp.  85—88. 
8°,  stitched.  Printed  by  Order  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  and  sold 
by  Edes  and  Gill,  in  Queen  Street.     1 770. 

This  is  the  second  issue  of  the  first  edition  published  the  same  year. 
Pages  83-S8,  containing  a  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  the 
nanaes  of  the  people  in  England  to  whom  the  pamphlet  was  sent,  are 
not  in  the  first  issue. 

Bowen,  Frank  C.  The  golden  age  of  sail.  With  illustrations  from  con- 
temporary engravings  and  paintings  in  the  Macpherson  collection. 
London.     1923. 

EmerscHi.  William  and  Georges  Cromort.  Old  bridges  of  France.  A 
series  of  historical  examples  from  Roman  times  to  the  end  of  the 
XVIII.  century.    New  York.    1925. 

Evans,  Lewis.  The  castle  of  Christianitie,  detecting  the  long  erring 
estate,  aswell  of  the  Romaine  Church,  as  of  the  Byshop  of  Rome: 
together  with  the  defence  of  the  Catholique  faith.  London.  1 568. 
The  first  edition. 

Grolier  Club,  New  York.  Catalogue  of  original  and  early  editions  of 
some  of  the  poetical  and  prose  works  of  English  writers  from  Wither 
to  Prior.    New  York.     1905.    3  v. 

Haebler,  Conrad.  Die  deutschen  Buchdrucker  des  XV.  Jahrhunderts 
im  Auslande.     Miinchen.     1924. 

Heale,  William.  An  apologie  for  women:  or,  an  opposition  to  Mr.  Dr. 
G(ager)  his  assertion.  Who  held  in  the  Act  at  Oxforde.  Anno. 
1 608.  That  it  was  lawfuU  for  husbands  to  beate  their  wiues.  By 
W.  H.  of  Oxford.     1 609.     Galatea  Collection. 

Hubert,  Sir  Francis.  The  deplorable  life  and  death  of  Edward  the 
Second,  King  of  England.    Together  with  the  downefall  of  the  two 
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vnfortunate  fauroito,  Gavestone  and  Spencer.    London :    1 628.    Tbe 
first  (surreptitious)  edition. 

Konunission  fiir  den  Gesamtkatalog  der  Wiegendnicke.     Gesam&atalog 
der  Wiegendnicke.    Band  I.    Liepzig.     1923. 
This  great  catalogue  of  Incunabula  will  be  published  in  1 2  volumes. 

Morison,  Stanley.  Four  centuries  of  fine  printing.  Upwards  of  six 
hundred  examples  of  the  work  of  presses  establisfaMsd  during  the 
years  1500  to  1914.  With  an  introductory  text  and  indexes  hf 
Stanley  Morison.    London.     1924. 

Morison,  Stanley,  compiler  and  editor.  Modem  fine  printing.  An  ex- 
hibition of  printing  issued  in  England,  the  United  States  of  America. 
France,  Germany,  Italy,  Switzerland,  Czecho-Slovakia,  Hollancl 
and  Sweden  during  the  twentieth  century.     London.      1923. 

Musical  Association  (London).  Proceedings.  Sessions  I -43.  1674/75' 
1916/17.    London.     1875-1917. 

By  this  purchase  the  imperfect  set  in  the  Brown  Music  Library  was 
completed. 

Passio  domini  nostri  Jeus  Chrisd  ex  quattuor  evangelistis  collecta.  Gotlk 
letter,  double  columns,  with  outfine  woodcut  of  the  Virgin  and  QdU 
and  St  Anne  on  the  last  page.  Sinenota,  sed  cociniae  retro  minores 
(M.  Van  Werden).     1499.     Example  of  the  Cologne  press. 

Salmony,  Alfred.    Sculpture  in  Siam.     London.     1925. 

Shakespeare,  William.  The  plays  of  William  Shakespeare,  accuratdy 
printed  from  the  text  of  the  corrected  copies,  left  by  the  late  George 
Steevens,  Esq.,  and  Edmond  Malon,  Esq.  With  a  glossary.  Lon- 
don. 1838.  This  volume  was  bought  because  it  contained  a  so- 
called  *Tore-edge**  painting  of  which  the  Library  had  no  example. 
On  the  fore-edge  is  a  painting  illustrating  Shakespeares*  birthplace. 

Theocritus.  The  idyls  of  Theocritus,  (Bion  and  Moschus),  rendered 
into  English  prose  by  Andrew  Lang.  Illustrated  after  drawings  by 
W.  Russell  Flint.    London.     1922.    2  v. 

Ungerus,  Christianus  Theophilus.  De  Aldi  Pii  Manutii  Romani  vita 
meritisque  in  rem  literatam  liber  .  .  .  auctus  cura  S.  L.  Gcret 
Vitembergae.     1 753. 

Wilson,  Hardy.  Old  colonial  architecture  in  New  South  Wales  and 
Tasmania.    Sydney.     1924. 

Year  book.  The,  of  oriental  art  and  culture.  1924/25  (vol.  1-2,): 
London.  1925.  Text,  I  v.  lUus.  Music;  Atlas,  I  v.  Edited 
by  Arthur  Waley. 

During  the  year  1 7,916  volumes,  21,524  serials  and  760 
photographs  have  been  received  as  gifts.  These  figures  include 
7,685  volumes  and  1 2, 1 26  serials  received  in  the  Branch  Depait* 
ment  and  Information  Office, — material  duplicated  in  die  Cen- 
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tral  Library.  In  addition,  53  newspaper  subscriptions  were 
continued  by  die  publishers. 

Gifts  of  money  were  received  from  the  following : 

Mr.  Louis  E.  Kirstein,  the  sum  of  $1000,  "to  be  used  for 
any  purpose  of  the  Library  that  the  Trustees  see  fit.*' 

Mr.  Morris  Gest,  $2,652.50,  representing  the  entire  gross  re- 
ceipts horn  the  special  matinee  of  The  Miracle  given  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  Boston  Public  Library  (Boston  Opera  House,  Novem- 
ber 30).  This  was  funded  as  the  "Morris  Gest  Fund,"  the 
income  to  be  used  in  the  interest  of  Dramatic  Art. 

Mrs.  Charles  Weld,  $15,  used  for  the  purchase  of  a  book 
which  the  Library  would  not  ordinarily  buy. 

The  generous  contributions  from  the  Columbia  Phonograph 
Company  of  New  York,  the  General  Phonograph  Corporation 
of  New  York  and  the  Victor  Talking  Machine  Ccmipany  of 
Camden,  New  Jersey,  have  enriched  the  Library  Collection  to 
the  extent  of  317  records.  The  Columbia  Phonograph  Com- 
pany gave  138  records,  the  General  Phonograph  Corporation, 
4 1 ,  and  the  Victor  Talking  Machine  Company,  39.  The  gift 
of  these  records  was  made  to  enable  the  Library  to  illustrate 
^e  weekly  lectures  on  the  Symphony  Concerts  given  by  the 
Music  Division. 

Other  gifts,  with  the  names  of  the  givers,  are  listed  on  pages 
59-63  of  the 


REGISTRATION  DEPARTMENT. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  there  were  123,994  cards 
available  for  current  use.  During  the  year  28,122  new  regis- 
trations and  3 1 ,845  renewals,  making  a  total  of  59,967  cards, 
were  added  dirough  the  Central  Library  and  branches.  Bor- 
rowers who  allowed  their  home  use  privileges  to  lapse  number 
54,534,  leaving  a  total  of  129,427  "live"  cards  on  December 
31,  1925;  a  gain  of  5,433  over  last  year.  The  gain  in  regis- 
tered "live"  cards  for  a  five-year  period  has  been  23,969. 

Cards  issued  to  teachers  prior  to  February  1,  1925,  numbered 
9,432.  Of  this  number  1 ,285  were  renewed  and  32 1  added 
during  the  year,  making  a  total  of  1 ,606  teacher's  cards  in  use, 
compared  with  1,561  in  1924-25. 
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Of  the  3,713  special  privilege  cards  which  had  been  issued 
up  to  February  I,  1925,  there  were  367  renewals  and  139  new 
cards  granted  during  the  year,  making  a  total  of  506  special 
privilege  cards  in  use,  ccnnpared  with  429  in  1924—25. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  this  year's  development  has  been 
the  extension  of  the  filing  cabinet  to  include  1 50,000  records,  thus 
relieving  overcrowded  files  and  providing  space  for  the  expansion 
of  the  numerical  record. 

CATALOGUE  AND  SHELF  DEPARTMENT. 

The  number  of  volumes  and  parts  of  volumes  catalogued 
during  1925  was  106,158,  representing  75,809  titles.  The 
number  of  cards  added  to  the  catalogues  was  1 78,082,  of  whidi 
number  140,321  were  added  to  die  catalogues  in  the  Central 
Library,  and  37,761  to  those  in  the  branches.  Of  the  cards 
filed  in  the  Central  Library  55,524  were  placed  in  the  Bates  Hall 
and  Issue  D^artment  catalogues;  34,594  in  the  Official  cata- 
logues; 13,663  in  the  Special  Libraries  catalogues;  and  34,338 
were  sent  to  the  Library  of  Congress  and  Harvard  College  Li- 
brary, or  reserved  for  the  making  of  lists  on  special  subjects. 
From  the  Library  of  Congress  the  Boston  institution  has  re- 
ceived in  return  galley  proofs  of  its  cards,  useful  for  comparison 
and  reference,  and  printed  cards  for  books  on  the  fine  arts  and 
technical  subjects.  From  Harvard  College  the  Library  has  re- 
ceived copies  of  their  printed  cards.  By  means  of  the  **rush'* 
system  now  in  use,  titles  of  new  books,  if  bound,  were  filed  in 
the  catalogues  the  day  after  their  shelf-numbers  were  assigned. 
Hie  falling  off  from  last  year  in  the  number  of  cards  printed  is 
owing  to  the  loss  of  one  experienced  compositor  in  die  Printing 
Department  and  the  thorough  overhauling  of  die  linotype  ma- 
chines. 

Printed  catalogue  cards  for  all  new  books  has  been  set  aside 
as  copy  for  the  Monthly  Bulletin,  and  since  December  1 ,  type- 
written cards  have  been  made  for  the  editor  in  advance  of 
printing. 

Much  revision  of  classification  and  cataloguing  has  been  done. 
some  of  which  already  appears  in  the  catalogues  while  some 
still  awaits  printing. 
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The  abuse  of  the  public  catalogues  by  soiled  hands  and  rough 
handUng  continues  to  be  a  matter  of  much  concern  in  spite  of 
all  efforts.  Many  cards  and  often  entire  subjects  have  to  be  re- 
placed  long  before  they  would  need  to  be  if  carefully  used.  The 
fiction  catalogue  in  the  Issue  Department  has  been  almost  entirely 
renewed  during  the  year. 

The  routine  work  of  the  Shelf  Division  has  proceeded  as  usual. 
Although  more  progress  was  made  in  shelf-reading  than  in  late 
years,  still  more  could  have  been  accomplished  but  for  die  changes 
in  the  Fine  Arts  and  Technical  Divi»ons,  where  a  new  classi- 
fication, based  on  the  Library  of  Congress  system,  was  devised 
and  put  into  operation.  There  have  been  the  usual  readjust- 
ments in  the  shelving  of  books.  In  connection  with  die  changes 
in  the  Special  Libraries,  the  Map  Division  has  been  moved  to 
Stack  6  and  the  cabinets  fonnerly  in  the  West  Gallery  have 
been  moved  to  the  North  Gallery. 

Statistics  relating  to  the  work  of  the  Catalogue  and  Shelf 
Department  may  be  found  on  page  52  of  the  Appendix. 

PUBLICATIONS. 

The  Monthly  Bulletin  of  Recent  Books^  v(hich  was  begun 
in  January,  1924,  taking  the  place  of  the  Quarterl]^  Bulletin 
and  the  Weekly  List  of  New  Books^  has  been  continued  in 
eleven  issues,  January-November,  1925;  2,073  cc^ies  being 
printed  of  each.  The  November  number  closes  this  series  of 
the  Bulletin. 

Brief  Reading  Lists,  Nos.  31-34.  The  subjects  were  a? 
follows :  No.  3 1 ,  Operas :  a  selected  list  of  scores,  librettos  and 
related  works,  compiled  by  Richard  G.  Appel,  of  the  Music 
Division.  No.  32,  the  Circus,  compiled  by  L.  E.  Taylor,  of 
the  Catalogue  Department,  in  connection  with  the  coming  of 
two  circuses  to  Boston  in  June.  No.  33,  The  Miracle,  compiled 
by  Mary  A.  Tenney,  of  the  Catalogue  Department,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  Morris  Gest*s  production  in  Boston  of  the  music-drama 
pantomime  of  that  name.  No.  34,  A  selected  list  of  inexpen- 
sive books  for  Christmas  presents,  with  names  of  publishers,  prices 
and  notes,  compiled  by  Alice  M.  Jordan,  Supervisor  of  Work 
with  Children. 
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Bibliographical  lists  have  been  prepared  in  connection  with 
the  programs  of  the  Bostcm  Symphony  Orchestra  and  die  con- 
certs by  the  Lenox  Quartet  given  in  the  lecture  hall  of  the  LilMrary. 

Lihrat'S  Life^  the  staff  bulletin  of  the  Library,  continues  to  be 
published  by  an  editorial  board  of  ten  members  who  ^are  the 
work  of  gathering  material,  and  four  of  whom  are,  in  turn,  Editor- 
in-Chief  of  one  monthly  issue.  The  paper  is  believed  to  have 
justified  its  existence  as  a  record  of  library  activities  and  a  means 
of  promoting  acquaintance  and  coroperaticm. 

A  Guide  to  Serial  Publications  founded  prior  to  1918  and 
now  or  recently  current  in  Boston,  Cambridge,  and  vicinity,  com- 
piled  and  edited  by  Hiomas  Johnston  Homer.  Part  IV  has 
for  some  time  been  ready  for  the  printer  and  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  Part  V  is  now  also  ready.  Unusual  conditions  in  the 
Printing  Department  have  caused  the  publication  to  be  delayed, 
but  Part  IV  will  probably  appear  soon;  meanwhile  use  may  be 
made  of  the  material  by  consultation  with  Mr.  Homer. 

Opportunities  for  Adult  Education  in  Greater  Boston,  1925- 
26.  A  list  of  free  public  lectures  and  public  educational  courses, 
offered  by  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Education,  Division 
of  University  Extension ;  The  Lowell  Institute ;  the  Commission 
on  Extension  Courses;  The  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton ;  and  other  institutions. 

BATES  HALL. 

The  reference  work  of  the  Library  has  gone  on  at  its  usual 
even  pace.  The  number  of  inquiries  answered  by  mail  has 
been  larger  than  in  any  previous  year,  amounting  to  807  letters, 
which  came  to  us  from  45  of  the  48  states,  three  Provinces  of 
Canada  and  eight  foreign  countries;  of  the  total  number,  151 
asked  for  information  on  points  of  Genealogy. 

Bates  Hall  has  been  well  filled  during  the  year,  but  it  has 
always  been  possible  to  provide  chairs  for  those  who  came.  The 
largest  recorded  attendance,  on  Saturday,  December  12,  at 
5  p.m.  was  309;  counting  the  stools  at  the  Catalogue,  the  Hall 
accommodates  316.  Tlie  total  number  of  books  brought  from 
the  stacks  in  the  eleven-month  period  covered  by  this  report 
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was  229,189.  The  year  has  been  marked  by  no  excitement 
comparable  to  that  caused  by  the  cross-word  puzzles  of  last  year; 
although  a  recent  contest  devoted  to  American  history  has  re^ 
suited  in  the  mutilation  of  a  number  of  volumes  by  persons  who 
apparently  think  that  the  removal  of  a  leaf  from  a  bock  will 
keep  it  out  of  the  hands  of  other  contestants. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-two  new  titles  have  been  added  to 
the  reference  collection  and  124  annuals  or  new  editions  sub- 
stituted for  earlier  issues.  Two  hundred  and  fifty-five  books 
have  disappeared  from  the  collection  during  the  year  and  12 
volumes  missing  in  former  years  have  come  to  light.  The  steady 
growth  of  the  collection  of  Supreme  Court  Reports  has  necessi- 
tated the  removal  of  some  other  legal  reference  works,  most  of 
which,  however,  were  out  of  date. 

Tlie  department  has  received  some  publicity  through  the  daily 
broadcasting  during  a  considerable  portion  of  the  year  from 
station  WEEI  of  answers  to  questions,  for  which  credit  was  duly 
given  to  the  Library  by  the  announcer. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  a  new  division,  that  of  Genealogy, 
was  created  in  the  department  and  Miss  Agnes  C.  Doyle,  long 
first  assistant,  who  has  specialized  in  the  subject  for  many  years, 
was  appointed  assistant-in-<harge ;  a  desk  for  her  use  was  placed 
in  the  Hall  near  the  shelves  devoted  to  Genealogy  and  Heraldry. 
Some  re-arrangement  has  made  it  possible  to  assemble  a  very 
good  working  collection  of  genealogical  books  on  the  shelves 
available ;  a  card  catalogue  of  coats  of  arms  is  now  in  progress. 
The  change  in  organization  is  already  justifying  itself,  and  seems 
to  have  the  approval  of  the  public. 

In  connection  with  the  appointment  of  Miss  Doyle,  Mr. 
Michael  J.  Conroy  was  advanced  to  the  position  of  first  assistant 
at  the  Bates  Hall  Catalogue. 

A  great  improvement  in  the  appearance  of  the  Hall  has  been 
made  by  the  laying  of  the  handsome  new  floor  covering  of  re- 
inforced rubber  in  the  Catalogue  enclosure,  replacing  the  badly 
worn  cork  matting.  The  laying  of  this  floor  required  the  tem- 
porary removal  of  the  catalogue  cases  and  gave  an  opportunity 
for  their  rearrangement  on  a  radial  plan.  High  tables  have  been 
substituted  for  the  old  low  ones,  and  thus  far  die  new  arrange- 
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ment  seems  to  have  many  advantages.  The  enclosure  is  less 
crowded  and  it  is  much  easier  to  keep  the  drawers  replaced  in  the 
cases.  The  lighting  of  the  hall  is  also  in  process  of  improvement; 
lampshades  of  a  modern  pattern  are  being  substituted  for  the 
old  ones  at  the  catalogues  and  book  cases. 

NEWSPAPER  AND  PATENT  ROOMS. 

The  number  of  papers  regularly  filed  in  the  Newspaper  Room 
is  273.  During  die  year  nine  papers  ceased  publication  or  were 
consolidated  with  other  papers.  There  are  218  daily  and  35 
weekly  papers  received,  of  which  195  are  published  in  the 
United  States  and  78  in  foreign  countries.  The  bound  volumes 
now  number  9,092,  an  increase  of  97  volumes  since  the  last 
report.  Readers  to  the  number  of  18,814  consulted  34,083 
bound  volumes,  as  compared  with  18,589  perscms  who  used 
34,05  7  during  the  preceding  year. 

From  various  sources  missing  numbers  are  constantly  being 
added  to  the  files  of  the  18th  century  papers.  The  Massa- 
chusetts  Historical  Society  has  made  photostat  copies  of  num- 
bers  of  the  Boston  Nervsletter  missing  from  the  Library's  file, 
which  is  now  practically  complete. 

In  the  collection  of  Patent  Documents,  the  total  number  of 
volumes  is  18,461,  the  increase  for  the  year  being  910  volumes. 
More  than  70,000  numbers  of  the  Patentschriften  have  been 
received  from  the  German  Patent  office  during  the  year.  Some 
of  the  years  must  remain  incomplete;  the  missing  numbers  are 
probably  abandoned  or  secret.  The  volumes  are  now  being 
made  up  and  will  shortly  be  bound. 

The  recorded  number  of  persons  using  the  files  during  the 
year  ( 1 1  months)  was  18,649,  as  compared  wirfi  18,465  during 
the  previous  twelve-month  year.  The  number  of  volumes  con- 
sulted was  1 10,745,  an  increase  of  1 12  over  those  used  in  1924- 
25. 

INFORMATION  OFFICE,  GOVERNMENT  DOCUMENT  ROOM 

AND  OPEN  SHELF  ROOM. 

The  Information  Office  continues  to  be  of  great  service  in  de- 
fleeting  from  other  departments  inquiries  which  are  readily  an* 
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swered  from  directories,  school  and  college  catalogues,  recent 
government  documents,  vocational  information  pam[^lets,  and 
publications  of  chambers  of  commerce.  A  large  file  of  street 
and  telephone  directories  has  been  maintained,  partly  through 
the  generosity  of  Boston  business  houses  who  donated  their  dis^ 
carded  directories  to  the  Library  for  exchange  purposes.  Many 
directories  of  other  cities  were  procured  in  this  way. 

The  Government  Documents  have  been  carefully  studied  and 
brought  up  to  date  during  the  past  year.  Now  that  many  of  the 
duplicate  federal  reports  and  bulletins,  which  fonnerly  were 
sent  free  to  this  Room,  must  be  paid  for,  only  the  most  important 
and  popular  are  ordered.  A  complete  file  of  government  docu- 
ments is  available  elsewhere  in  the  Library.  A  title  and  sub' 
ject  index  has  been  made  for  the  Trade  Information  Bulletin 
issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.  It 
has  greatly  increased  the  usefulness  of  these  bulletins  and  has 
been  consulted  by  about  three  hundred  persons  every  month. 

The  Vocational  Information  Service  continues  to  gam  in  ef- 
ficiency ;  last  year  about  nine  hundred  new  catalogues  and  pam- 
phlets  were  added  from  federal,  state  and  city  departments  and 
from  private  organizations.  There  is  a  great  demand  for  in- 
formation regarding  university  extensiw  courses. 

The  Open  Shelf  Room  increases  in  popularity.  An  author 
and  title  catalogue  of  the  collection  has  been  made  and  has 
justified  its  existence.  School  students  are  beginning  to  use  the 
room  in  larger  nun^bers.  Books  covering  topics  of  current  in- 
terest are  brought  from  the  stacks  and  are  made  readily  accessible 
to  the  public.  *  Though  the  interest  in  memoirs,  books  of  travel, 
poems  and  plays  is  as  keen  as  ever,  there  has  been  a  decided 
increase  in  the  demand  for  books  on  die  subjects  treated  in  the 
American  Library  Association  series,  "Reading  with  a  Pur- 
pose.'* The  call  for  French,  Spanish  and  Italian  books  is  con- 
stant and  can  be  met;  but  the  demand  for  recent  German  books 
has  been  greater  than  the  supply. 

Hie  summer  service  in  the  Court  Yard  during  the  noon  hours 
was  appreciated  by  readers  and  the  circulation  of  books  and 
magazines  ^owed  an  increase  over  last  year. 
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PERIODICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Tlie  steady  increase  in  the  use  of  periodical  literature  for 
reference,  especially  by  students,  has  made  it  necessary  to  rear- 
range the  division,  using  the  inner  room  for  current  periodicals 
and  the  outer  for  reference  work.  New  equipment  has  been 
provided,  releasing  the  wall  space  for  shelving  where  the  most 
used  bound  periodicals  are  now  housed.  There  Is  a  new  rack 
for  current  periodicals,  which  have  been  first  classified  and  then 
alphabetized.  This  new  arrangement  has  proved  satisfactory, 
both  from  the  reader's  and  the  Library's  point  of  view. 

ATTENDANCE. 
AT  THE  HOCRS  10  12  2  4  6  8  9.45 

1921-22     .  14.264    15.875    25.943    31.762    21.786    26.619     12^7 

1924-25     .  16.432    18.526    32.162    36.427    23.841     27.254     13.763 

1925  ...        16.927    19.214    33.026    37.026    24.645    27332     13391 

The  use  of  bound  and  unbound  periodicals  shows  the  follow- 
ing increase  over  last  year: 

BOUND   FILES. 

Bound  volumet  consulted  during  the  year  1924-1925       1925  (II  nonda) 

Daytime   (week-days) 49.315  50.260 

Evening    and    Sunday        .....  20.762  22.163 

UNBOUND   FILES. 

Unbound  periodicals  consulted  during  the  year  1924-1925  1925  (11  aaondis) 

Daytime    (week-days) 57.943  59.675 

ETening   and    Sunday       ..•*..  25,882  26.719 

The  current  periodicals,  exclusive  of  those  issued  by  the  state 
and  federal  governments,  regularly  filed  for  readers  in  the  Peri- 
odical Department,  number  1 ,258.  In  addition  there  are  filed 
for  use  by  readers  in  other  departments  current  periodicals  espe- 
cially related  to  the  fields  covered  by  such  departments,  as  follows: 

Fine  Arts  and  Music  Divisions  of  the  Special  Libraries  136 

Ordering  Department 27 

Statistical   Department ^ 

Teachers*  Reference  Room  and  Children's  Room 60 

Periodical    Room 1256 

Total  number  of  current  periodicals   received 1530 
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SPECIAL  LIBRARIES. 

The  Special  Libraries  include  all  the  collections  housed  on  the 
third  floor  of  the  Central  Building  and  comprise  the  divisions  of 
Fine  Arts,  Music,  Technology,  and  Special  Collections  (Barton- 
Ticknor  Division). 

Many  changes  have  been  made  in  the  Special  Libraries  in  the 
effort  to  secure  better  service  and  provide  for  the  growth  of  the 
collections.  Additional  accommodation  for  readers  and  students 
has  been  made  in  the  Special  Libraries  Reading  Room  and  the 
West  Gallery.  Three  new  open-shelf  alcoves  have  been  or- 
ganized— Fine  Arts,  Art-Students'  Reference,  and  Chemical 
Reference — and  an  alcove  has  been  taken  for  the  classified  Fine 
Arts  accessions.  These  open  shelf  additions  necessitated  •  the 
shifting  of  the  entire  Fine  Arts  and  Technology  book  collections. 
All  the  book  cabinets  have  bera  removed  from  the  West  and 
Barton  Galleries.  About  eighty  of  these  have  been  placed  in 
the  new  cabinet  storage  room,  made  by  flooring  over  the  second 
balcony  of  the  Statistical  Room. 

As  explained  in  the  last  Annual  ReporU  further  changes  on 
this  floor  are  greatly  needed.  Plans  have  been  made  for  steel 
stacks  to  be  erected  in  the  Barton  Gallery  alcoves  and  die  ad- 
joining northwest  comer  room,  an  expedient  which  will  release 
shelf  space  for  the  needed  Book-Treasure  Room  and  the  united 
music  collections,  while  it  will,  at  the  same  time,  keep  together 
the  special  collections  now  in  the  Barton  Gallery. 

Tht  Fine  Arts  Division  has  continued  to  build  up  its  im- 
mense collection  and,  since  last  July,  it  has  classified  all  acces- 
sions on  an  abridged  Library  of  Congress  scheme,  having  a  special 
shelfnnotation  devised  by  Mr.  Michael  McCarthy  of  the  Shelf 
Department.  The  entire  Fine  Arts  open-^elf  collection  has 
been  reclassified,  revised,  rearranged  and  shelf-listed,  and  an 
open-shelf  collection  of  oversize  books  haf  been  organized  for 
the  convenience  of  art  students. 

The  Technology  Division  has  continued  to  build  up  its  ad- 
mirably organized  book  collection  and  special  reference  tools, 
described  in  the  last  Annual  Report  A  new  reference  tool  is 
the  open-shelf  alcove  devoted  to  serial  sets  in  Chemistry. 
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The  Music  Divisioa  in  co-operation  with  the  ELxtension 
vision  of  the  State  Board  of  Education  has  arranged  for  several 
series  of  interpretative  lectures  on  symphony  ccmcerts  and  c^^eras 
and,  for  these  lectures,  has  prepared  programs  and  book-lists. 
The  gift  collection  of  phonograph  records  has  been  enlarged  by 
3 1 7  records  from  publishers. 

The  Barton-Ticknor  Division  (Special  Collections)  has  con- 
tinued to  draw  attention  to  the  treasures  of  the  Ubrary  by  monthly 
exhibitions  of  manuscripts  and  rare  editions  of  famous  authors, 
and  Dr.  Haraszti*s  critical  descriptions  of  these  esdiibitions  have 
appeared  in  Boston  newspapers.  In  his  new  post  of  editor.  Dr. 
Haraszti  will  continue  to  render  this  service  to  the  Department 
and  the  Library. 

From  February  1  to  December  31,  1925,  the  Department 
put  on  view  thirty  exhibitions.  Of  this  number,  twelve  were  of 
books  and  documents  in  the  possession  of  the  Library;  thirty 
were  loan  exhibitions,  only  two  of  them  consisting  of  books. 

Hie  number  of  books  issued  for  home  use  from  die  Special 
Libraries  during  eleven  months  was  2 1 ,63 1 .  In  the  same  period. 
28,921  pictures  and  3,746  lantern  slides  were  issued  for  use 
outside  die  Library. 

WORK  WITH  CHILDREN. 

The  urgent  demand  for  books  for  children  could  not  be  doiied 
and  39,31 1  volumes,  33  percent  of  the  total  number  of  boob 
purchased,  were  bought  at  a  cost  of  $41 ,838.39. 

Home  use  of  books  drawn  on  juvenile  cards  comprised  30  per 
cent  of  the  total  circulation  of  the  Library  system.  In  tlie 
branches  alone  the  proportion  was  greater,  amounting  to  38  per 
cent  of  die  total. 

Fifty-three  per  cent  of  the  card-4iolders  of  the  Library  are 
under  sixteen  years  of  age  and  are,  therefore,  classed  as  children. 
Registration  in  this  class  was  increased  2,966  in  1923;  altfiough 
this  does  not  seem  as  large  an  increase  in  normal  development 
as  might  have  been  expected,  it  evidently  kept  pace  with  the  gain 
in  adult  borrowers,  being  34  per  cent  of  die  total  gain.  As  the 
Library  increases  its  corps  of  workers  equipped  by  training  and 
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temperament  to  do  intensive  work  with  children,  its  efforts  for 
a  fuller  registration  will  be  likely  to  yield  greater  returns. 

Growth  in  work  with  children  is  to  be  measured  not  only  by 
an  increase  in  cardholders  and  home  circulation,  but  by  improved 
accommodations  in  the  libraries  themselves.  Hiere  have  been 
minor  improvements  at  a  number  ot  points,  but  nowhere  else  has 
the  change  been  so  marked  as  at  Uphams  Comer,  where  the 
swimming  tank  in  the  municipal  building  was  taken  over  as  a 
children's  room  in  1924  and  transformed  from  a  naturally  cold 
interior  into  a  cheerful  and  pleasant  reading  room.  This  ar- 
rangement afforded  an  excellent  opportunity  to  organize  the 
work  with  children  and  put  a  specially  trained  assistant  in  charge 
of  it  The  results  of  this  step  have  been  noticeable  in  increased 
circulation,  better  discipline  and  more  constructive  work  with 
the  children  who  frequent  the  branch. 

In  all  parts  of  the  library  system  the  book  collections  show  the 
effects  of  the  larger  expenditure  of  the  last  three  years.  Not 
only  are  the  books  in  better  condition,  bat  die  range  of  selection 
is  wider,  embracing  a  greater  variety  of  interests.  The  reading 
of  children  to^lay  shows  an  earlier  arrival  at  mature  tastes  and 
the  sophistication  caused  by  city  life  creates  a  demand  for  books 
written  to  suit  an  adult  public.  Where  one  child  wanted  mystery 
and  detective  stories  ten  years  ago,  there  are  now  twenty  who 
are  eager  to  read  them.  Without  catering  to  this  demand,  it  is 
sometimes  possible  to  offer  as  substitutes  stirring  narratives  of 
adventure  and  travel  to  satisfy  die  craving  for  excitement 

Ability  to  choose  acceptable  substitutes  and  introduce  them 
successfully  depends  up<xi  an  ever  growing  familiarity  with  books, 
no  less  than  a  gift  for  tactful  approach  to  die  reader.  In  order 
to  prepare  assistants  for  this  type  of  personal  service  to  young 
people,  two  courses  in  children's  literature  were  given  during  the 
year  to  members  of  the  staff  in  the  Central  L8>rary  and  branches. 
It  is  believed  that  these  lessons  have  helped  the  members  of  the 
classes  to  give  more  sympathetic  and  discriminating  assistance 
to  boys  and  girls  who  use  the  Library. 

The  Library  has  constant  realization  of  the  importance  of  the 
story  hour  as  a  means  of  introducing  books  to  the  children. 
Hundreds  of  children  gather  for  the  weekly  story  hours  in  dif- 
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f erent  parts  of  the  city  and  the  continued  popularity  of  diis  feature 
is  the  best  indication  that  it  supplies  a  need.  Each  year  enlarges 
the  opportunities  offered  ike  story  tellers  to  go  into  the  public 
schools  and  in  diese  school  visits  the  welcome  grows  mcNre  and 
more  cordial  at  each  return.  It  seems  evident,  too,  that  the 
Library,  by  supplying  this  entertainment,  is  building  in  another 
way  for  better  citizenship  in  tibe  community,  since  the  story-hour 
establishes  habits  of  quiet,  orderly  attention  in  marked  contrail 
to  the  uproarious  behavior  often  noted  in  the  motion  picture  houses. 
Respect  for  the  library  building  is  always  expected  and  good 
ccmduct  becomes  instinctive,  for  the  story  hour  period  at  least 

Relations  with  the  public  schools  have  been  friendly  and*  m 
some  parts  of  the  city,  close.  The  Course  in  Citizenship  re- 
cently adopted  by  the  City  of  Boston  occasioned  many  requests 
for  books  to  help  build  character  through  the  emphasis  laid  on 
qualities  such  as  self-<^ntrol,  self-reliance,  good  workmanship, 
etc  The  ingenuity  and  resourcefulness  of  attendants  have  been 
taxed  to  supply  these  requirements,  as  the  call  has  been  for  spe- 
cific examples  of  each  quality. 

The  Central  Children's  Room  has  been  drawn  uppn  for  all 
these  demands,  since  its  readers  are  to  be  found  in  every  quarter. 
Furthermore,  it  has  made  special  contacts  with  many  organiza* 
tions  and  individuals  seeking  assistance  or  enlightment  on  chil- 
dren's books.  The  collection  of  finely  illustrated  editions  has 
been  used  by  art  sudents,  by  commercial  illustrators,  costumers 
and  designers,  by  editors,  teachers  and  parents,  as  well  as  by  those 
who  are  simply  book  lovers.  Numerous  classes  from  different 
types  of  schools  have  come  for  instruction  on  the  resources  of 
die  Library  or  for  reference  use  of  reserved  books. 

The  fruitful  and  pleasant  co-operation  between  die  Children's 
Museum  and  the  Children's  Department  continued  through  ex- 
hibits lent  for  display  wherever  showcases  were  available.  Col- 
lections of  objects  from  the  Philippine  Islands  and  Japan,  besides 
natural  objects — minerals,  shells  and  birds — were  specially  en- 
joyed. Many  of  our  library  readers  made  a  new  and  deli^tful 
connection  with  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  when  they  were  given 
invitations  to  attend  the  summer  story  hour  there.  It  is  a  source 
of  satisfaction  to  know  that  diese  three  institutions  can  work  in 
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such  happy  association  to  enrich  the  lives  of  the  children  of  Bos- 
ton. 

Two  related  problems  confront  die  Children's  Department 
at  the  Central  Library.  Solution  of  the  one  may  mean  solution 
of  the  other.  These  perplexities  have  to  do  with  the  reasonable 
claims  of  two  groups,  the  pupils  in  die  hi{^  schools  and  the 
teachers.  Any  expansion  of  die  Children's  Department  should 
naturally  be  in  the  direction  of  better  service  to  the  young  people 
just  growing  beyond  books  for  children  and  not  yet  sufficiently 
experienced  to  use  a  large  library  to  good  advantage.  There 
is  ample  proof  of  the  need  of  greater  attention  to  the  require- 
mefits  of  high  school  students  and  the  Children's  Department 
attempts  to  help  whenever  possible*  but  space  for  expansion  is 
lacking,  unless  die  adjoining  room  is  used  for  the  purpose,  instead 
of  for  a  Teachers'  Reference  Room  as  at  present.  On  the  other 
hand  there  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  the  use  of  this  room. 

The  work  of  the  Teachers'  Room  is,  however*  properly  a  part 
of  the  general  reference  department.  It  began  widi  a  small  col- 
lection of  books  for  kindergarten  teachers  and  now  threatens  to 
interfere  with  the  legitmiate  function  of  the  Children's  Depart- 
ment. Not  only  does  the  presence  of  so  many  adult  students 
complicate  the  work  with  children  and  tax  die  seating  capacity 
of  die  room,  but  the  multiplicity  of  their  requirements  lays  an 
increasing  burden  upon  the  staff.  To  keep  up  with  the  maga- 
zines on  educational  subjects,  the  growing  bibliographies  on 
topics  of  current  importance,  the  material  for  debates,  the  Uiu- 
versity  Extensi(»i  reserves,  calls  for  the  entire  time  of  an  experi- 
enced reference  assistant.  It  is  not  fitting  that  students  from 
three  universities  and  many  training  schools  should  be  obliged 
to  come  for  their  assignments  to  a  room  which  is  practically  an 
adjunct  to  the  Children's  Department. 

THE  BRANCH  SYSTEM. 

The  total  circulation  through  the  branches,  mcluding  books 
issued  from  Central  Library  collections  on  borrowers'  cards,  was 
2,81 6,073.  This  is  a  gain,  in  an  eleven-mondi  period,  of  1 8,067 
over  1924-25.     The  number  of  books  issued  from  the  Central 
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Library  through  branches  was  107,419;  this  includes  82.611 
from  the  deposit  collection  and  24,808  from  Central  Ubraiy 
collections.  Sixteen  branches  gained  and  fifteen  lost  in  circula- 
tion: TTie  greatest  gains  were  at  Mattapan,  North  Ead,  Fcl- 
lowes  Athenaeiun»  Dorchester,  Gxlman  Square,  Mt.  Bowddo, 
Uphams  Comer  and  Orient  Heights ;  the  greatest  losses  were  at 
Roxbury  Crossing,  Lower  Mills  and  South  End. 

Hie  branch  circulation  for  the  twelve-montfa  period  ending 
January  31,  1926,  was  2,978,036-  This  shows  a  gain  of 
180,030  volumes  over  last  year.  In  this  period,  twenty-eig^t 
branches  gained  in  circulation  and  three  lost. 

The  number  of  volumes  sent  out  on  deposit  to  326  agoides 
(207  schools,  33  fire  engine  houses,  and  43  instituticms  of  various 
kinds)  was  86,400,  as  against  92,352  last  year.  The  total 
number  of  voliunes  sent  to  schools  was  56328,  compared  with 
59,216  last  year.  Of  this  number  21,630  were  sent  from  die 
Branch  Issue  Division,  Central  Library,  as  compared  with 
1 9,393  the  year  before.  Tlie  number  of  books  issued  on  deposit 
from  the  branch  libraries,  chiefly  to  sdiools,  was  34,698,  com- 
pared with  39,823  the  year  before.  The  number  of  individual 
teachers  supplied  was  1,372  as  against  1,312  in  1924-25. 

Interlibrary  loans  for  eleven  months  amounted  to  1 ,704  vol- 
umes, 323  less  than  last  year.  Thirty-one  volumes  were  bor- 
rowed from  other  libraries.  Of  the  1 ,41 1  applications  received, 
474  were  refused. 

In  the  branch  system,  adult  education  has  devel<^>ed  along 
four  lines:  an  obligatory  course  of  training  for  branch  assistants ; 
the  preparation  of  numerous  lists,  several  of  which  may  be  used 
as  reading  courses;  the  establishment  in  each  branch  of  an  in- 
formation file  of  material ;  and  an  organized  campaign  of  educa- 
tional publicity. 

In  the  past  six  years  the  personnel  turnover  has  amounted  to 
only  22  per  cent;  compulsory  retirement  under  the  pension  act 
accounts  for  9  per  cent  of  this,  and  marriage  for  6  per  cent 
Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  type  of  ^uunina- 
tion  for  library  service.  The  old  memory  test  has  given  way  to 
tests  for  general  information  and  judgment.  Assistants  who  have 
been  selected  by  these  tests  are  now  trained  in  a  course  which  has 
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been  started  diis  year.  As  outlined,  it  will  cover  four  years. 
The  trainmg  in  the  branches  will  be  supplemented  by  courses 
given  in  the  Central  Library. 

A  uniform  classification  for  pamphlets  and  ephemeral  material 
has  been  devised  for  the  entire  branch  system  and  in  the  past 
year  this  has  been  put  into  q[>eraticm. 

Traveling  exhibits  have  followed  a  regular  schedule  during 
the  year,  as  have  the  ninety-two  posters  covering  a  great  variety 
of  popular  subjects.  The  book-wagon  service  instituted  at  Ty- 
ler Street  during  the  summer  months  was  very  successful  in  es- 
tablishing friendly  relations  wi&  people  who  had  been  diffident 
about  coming  to  the  library.  Adult  circulation  at  the  branch, 
both  fiction  and  non-fiction,  was  increased ;  the  use  of  American- 
ization books  was  encouragingly  large.  Traveling  libraries  ccmi- 
posed  of  units  of  twenty-five  each— Inography,  music,  modern 
poetry — ^were  bought  to  supplement  the  branch  collections  on 
these  subjects. 

LECTURES  AND  EXHIBmONS. 

The  Library  offered  eighty-seven  free  public  entertainments 
(lectures,  concerts,  miracle  plays,  etc.)  in  the  thirty  weeks  of 
the  lecture  season.  Of  these,  thirty-seven  lectures  were  ilhis- 
trated  with  lantern  slides;  eight  were  concerts;  and  three  were 
miracle  plays.  The  entertainments  covered  the  following  fields : 
lectures  on  travel,  25 ;  lectures  on  literature,  and  readings,  2 1 ; 
music  lectures  and  concerts,  16;  lectures  on  drama,  plays,  and 
dramatic  readings,  1 1 ;  lectures  on  art,  3 ;  scientific  lectures,  5 ; 
miscellaneous  lectures,  4. 

Fourteen  lectures  were  given  under  the  auspices  of  the  Ruskin 
Club ;  six  by  the  American  Poetry  Association,  five  by  the  Field 
and  Forest  Club,  five  by  the  Drama  League,  two  by  the  Lincoln 
House  Orchestra,  one  by  the  Dickens  Fellowship.  Six  con- 
certs by  the  Lenox  Quartet  were  given  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  S. 
Coolidge.  These  were  greatly  oijoyed  by  an  audience  which 
filled  die  hall  at  each  concert. 

The  Hall  was  also  used  every  week-day,  except  Thursday, 
in  the  evening,  and  several  mornings  and  afternoons  as  well,  by 
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the  State  Department  of  Elducation»  Division  of  University  Ex- 
tension, which  offered  for  a  nominal  fee  courses  on  a  variety  ai 
subjects. 

Thirty  exhibitions  were  held  in  the  Fine  Arts  ElxhibitioD  Room 
and  the  Barton-Ticknor  Room.  In  the  latter  room  die  material 
shown  was  mainly  bibliographical  and  included  first  editions  and 
manusqripts  relating  to  Longfellow,  Nathaniel  Bowdilch. 
Thackeray,  William  Ellery  Channing,  the  Battles  (^  Lexingtoo 
and  Bunker  Hill. 

There  are  certain  exhibitions  which  are  shown  each  year  in  die 
main  exhibition  room.  These  are  the  House  Beautiful  Cmts 
Design  Competition;  the  competitive  poster  designs  made  by 
school  children  for  *'Be  Kind  to  Animals**  Wedc;  and  '*Fif^ 
Books*'  chosen  each  year  by  the  American  Institute  of  Grai^ 
Arts  for  excellence  of  format.  In  addition  to  these,  two  mt- 
morial  exhibitions  of  reproductions  of  die  work  of  John  Singer 
Sargent  were  given,  one  at  the  time  of  his  deadi,  die  other  to 
supplement  the  exhibition  of  originals  at  the  Museum  of  Fine 
Arts.  There  were  also  exhibitions  of  colour  prints;  exan4>Ies 
of  the  work  of  the  Pre-Raphaelites ;  material  relating  to  dramatic 
events  of  importance ;  and  various  collections  of  book  rarities. 

STAFF  INSTRUCTION. 

The  four  courses  of  instruction  for  members  of  die  staff  de- 
scribed in  last  year's  report  were  all  brought  to  a  successful  coo- 
elusion.  In  a  number  of  cases  it  has  been  pleasant  to  see  that 
these  courses  have  enabled  assistants  to  pass  examinations  neces- 
sary for  promotion  in  the  service.  The  present  year  a  course  b 
being  given  by  Prof.  Robert  E.  Rogers,  of  the  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology,  on  the  "Great  Qassics  of  Literature 
since  the  Renaissance.*'  Twenty  members  of  the  staff  are  en- 
rolled in  this  course,  which  is  the  fifdi  in  the  important  series  on 
literary  subjects  given  by  Prof.  Rogers  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Massachusetts  Division  of  University  Elxtension.  Ty^v 
courses  in  children's  literature  are  being  given  by  Miss  Jordan 
to  members  of  the  staff  in  the  Central  Library  and  branches. 
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THE  BINDERY  AND  PRINTING  DEPARTMENTS. 

E)uriiig  the  year  four  new  pieces  of  machinery  were  installed 
in  the  Bindery  Department.  Hiese  have  added  greatly  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  department,  and  as  a  consequence  it  has  not  been 
necessary^  with  one  exertion,  to  replace  any  of  those  who  have 
been  retired.  The  output  of  the  Bindery*  ( 1 1  mcmtfas) ,  was 
50,206  volumes,  3,202  more  than  in  1924-25.  The  number 
of  recased  new  books  was  9,458,  a  slight  increase  over  last  year. 

The  old  linotypes  in  the  Printing  Departpient  were  exchanged 
for  diree  new  models  and  installed  during  the  summer.  These, 
with  the  new  press  bought  in  1924-25,  bring  the  machinery 
of  the  department  up  to  date. 

MECHANICAL  AND  OTHER  CHANGES  AND  REPAIRS. 

Owing  to  increased  appropriations,  real  progress  has  been 
made  in  putting  the  Central  Building  and  branch  libraries  in 
repair.  The  more  important  changes,  in  addition  to  diose  noted 
in  other  parts  of  the  Report,  are  as  follows: 

New  Uniflow  engine  and  generator.  One  of  the  old  engines 
and  generators  was  repaired. 

New  boilers  in  the  Annex  were  retubed.  The  old  boilers  were 
removed  from  beneath  the  main  stairway. 

Book  railway  was  repaired  and  rebuilt ;  all  its  machinery  is  now 
in  good  running  order. 

New  electrical  "service  elevator'*  replaced  the  old  one  at  the 
Blagden  Street  entrance. 

New  ventilating  system  was  installed  for  the  Lecture  Hall. 

Major  leaks  were  stopped  on  the  roof  of  the  Central  Building, 
although  extensive  repairs  aref  still  needed.  The  metal  secondary 
roof  and  catch-pans  over  die  hall  were  repaired  and  renewed 
where  necessary.  ' 

A  centrifugal  pump  was  installed. 

The  Record  Room  was  enlarged,  painted  and  relighted.  New 
lights  were  installed  in  the  Fine  Arts  Gallery,  Periodical  and 
Statistical  Rooms  at  the  Central  Library. 

A  q)rinkler  system  was  installed  in  two  sections  of  the  Central 
Library. 
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The  Fine  Arts  Gallery,  Stack,  floors  1  -6,  Printing  Dqjart- 
ment,  window  trims  and  iron  work  at  the  Central  Building  were 
painted.  Tlie  exterior  and  mterior  of  the  Faneuil  Branch  Li- 
brary were  painted ;  at  the  Jamaica  Plain  Branch  the  walls  were 
painted,  as  were  the  main  room  and  children*s  room  at  Uphams 
Comer. 

The  upper  gallery  of  the  Statistical  Room  was  floored  over, 
giving  mudi  needed  space  for  Fine  Arts  Department  cabinets. 

New  shelving  was  installed  in  the  Lower  Mills,  Mattapan, 
Nqponset,  Orient  Heights,  Soutfi  Boston,  and  Uj^ams  Comer 
Branches.  Other  minor  improvements  and  repairs  were  made 
throughout  the  branch  system. 

This  year  it  was  also  possible  to  improve  the  lighting  in  a 
number  of  the  branches.  Electric  systems  were  installed  at 
Brighton,  Charlestown,  Dorchester,  Faneuil,  Hyde  Park,  Ja- 
maica Plain,  North  End,  Orient  Heights,  and  Uphams  Gmier 
Branches.  At  East  Boston  the  lighting  was  changed  from  di- 
rect to  indirect. 


RETIREMENTS. 

During  the  year  the  following  persons  were  retired  under 
the  Boston  Retirement  Act : 

Fellowes  Athenaeum  Branch:  Martha  L.  C.  Berry,  second 
assistant,  (retired  April  30,  1925),  entered  service  1883; 
Binder}^  Department:  William  P.  Hemstedt,  assistant  foreman, 
(retired  May  31,1 925,  voluntary) ,  entered  service  1 883 ;  Maid' 
milian  Eichhorn,  forwarder,  ( retired  August  3 1 ,  1923),  entered 
service  1904;  Ordering  Department:  Emily  O.  Frinsdortf,  fint 
assistant,  (retired  August  31,  1923,  voluntary),  entered  service 
1894;  Jamaica  Plain  Branch:  Nellie  F.  Riley,  first  assistant, 
(retired  October  31,  1923,  voluntary),  entered  service  1882; 
Executive  Department:  Adelaide  A.  Nichols,  auditor,  (retired 
December  31,1 923  ) ,  entered  service  1 868 ;  Engineer  and  Jam- 
tor  Department:  Thomas  J.  Sexton,  janitor-laborer,  (retired  De- 
cember 31,1 923 ) ,  entered  service  1916. 
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CONCLUSION. 


To  the  employees  of  the  Library  system  the  Director  extends 
his  sincere  appreciation  for  the  services  they  have  rendered  during 
the  past  eleven  months.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  acknowledge  all  the 
honest  and  individual  etfort  on  the  part  of  chiefs  of  departments, 
librarians  of  branches,  and  assistants  generally,  which  has  given 
added  prestige  to  the  work  of  the  institution.  Special  recognition 
is  made  of  the  loyal  and  efficient  aid  of  Mr.  Frank  H.  Chase, 
the  Reference  Librarian. 

Charles  F.  D.  Belden, 

Director,    , 


APPENDIX. 


TABLES  OF  CENTRAL  AND  BRANCH  CIRCULATION. 


Central  Library 
Branches: 

AlkioB 

Andrew  Square 

BoylsloB  Station 

Biignton 

Charlestown 

City   Point 

Codman    Square 

Dorchester 

Dor.   Lower    Mill 

East  Boston 

Faneuil 
*FeIlowes  Athencum 

Hyde    Park 

Jamaica  Plain 

Jeffries    Point 

Mattapan 

Mount  Bowdoin 

Mount  Pleasant 

Neponset 

NorA    End 

Orient  Heights 

Parker    HiU 

Roslindale 

Rozbury  Crossing 

South    Boston 

Soudi  End    • 

Tyler    Street 

Upham*s  Comer 

Warren  Street 

West  End     . 

West  Roxbury 


1920-21     1921-22    1922-23     1923-24 
551.190     591.640     590.655     576,997 

57.705 

51.991 

62340 

87.672 

99.035 

43.277 

n  3.529 
75.60Q 
25.80I 

125.968 
27.004 
71 .673 
89.7 1  e 
64.022 
40.857 
27.699 
98.961 
52.977 
40353 

107329 
30.5eo 
44.081 
89.336 
57.869 

139.173 


41,369 

47.328 

53.598 

30.761 

33.944 

33.413 

44.829 

50.033 

55.672 

75.273 

79.397 

83.238 

91.455 

98.780 

101.140 

34.510 

30.300 

38.381 

91.721 

101.792 

103.810 

68.873 

70.3% 

67.810 

s         18.040 

17.765 

17.577 

.       111.813 

120.234 

120,993 

24.001 

24.913 

24.944 

D       80.469 

80.933 

79.125 

79.592 

80.855 

82.498 

58ZZ8 

60.507 

59.970 

•         •  ■  •  • 

10309 

35.925 

16.439 

20.499 

20.497 

73.620 

80.492 

83376 

49.494 

57,562 

53.846 

22.630 

28.789 

33.263 

69,846 

85.187 

%359 

21.934 

27.970 

34240 

48.891 

49.209 

49,459 

73.310 

80.879 

82.597 

47.030 

57.609 

55.91 1 

104.679 

121.194 

124.809 

99.751 

97.403 

99.543 

31343 

40,039 

39.973 

.       113.846 

1 19375 

120.257 

94.991 

104.412 

108.665 

.       123.137 

136.431 

142.470 

54.956 

66.470 

74.970 

42.270 
129.731 

22.159 
1M.267 

B1.199 


Total      .       .    2.448.776  2.672.646  2,768.984  2.922.861 

•Roxbury  Branch  renamed  Fellowes  Athensum  BrancK   in    1923, 
t  For  a  year  of  eleven  months. 


1 924-25       1925t 
e23.024      606l8» 


63.434 

68772 
64359 

95JK 

50.IOB 

1 19.758 

9ai23 

25.485 

125.829 

31360 

84,765 

93382 

67032 

53,004 

5a290 

112320 

53.7B 

39.479 

121.651 

45395 

39.860 

93.154 

58.634 

148.751 

II2.57S 

37.436 

1O0J86 
135.913 
152.043 

86.482 


3.132,194  3.129.781 


68.196 
64.871 
92.702 
98.433 
47.441 
1 1 4,950 
88.628 
27^59 
128.771 
30.443 
76.007 
95.334 
68.630 
52.020 
48.789 
1 07.679 
53.953 
41.466 
1 1  7.075 
4O56O5 
37.038 
94.888 
e7.153 
152,799 
1 1 7.845 
37321 
95.975 
13^981 
157,321 
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The  net  gains  and  losses  in  circulation  are  presented,  apart 
from  die  totals,  in  the  following  form : 


1920-21  gain   over  precedmg   ffx 

1921-22  gain  orer  preceding  year 

1922-23  gain   over  preceding  year 

1923-24  gain  over  preceding  year 

1924-23  gain  over  preceding  year 

*I925  lOH   from  preceding  year 


VOLUMES. 

148.044 
223370 

%338 
1 53.877 
209333 

12.413 


*Eleven-Bionth  period.    Gain  for  the  tweKre-monlb  period  wai,  173.588. 

USE  OF  BOOKS. 
CIRCULATION  FROM  CENTRAL  BY  MONTHS. 


February, 

1925 

Mardi, 

1* 

April. 

•• 

May. 

M 

Jnn^. 

•• 

July. 

•■ 

August. 

M 

•• 

Otiober. 

•• 

November 

•• 

L/ecemtNtf. 

M 

SCHOOLS  AND 

TOTALS 

HOME  USE 

INSTITUTIONS 

HOME  USE 

THROUGH 

THROUGH 

DIRECT 

BRANCH  DEPT. 

BRANCH  DEPT. 

33.412 

11.746 

21.440 

06,598 

31.165 

10.528 

22.405 

64.098 

31.406 

11.206 

23.270 

65.882 

28.440 

9.240 

24.420 

62.100 

22,751 

7.694 

23.210 

53.655 

18331 

6.179 

5.515 

30.025 

19.^3 

6.410 

5.775 

31.878 

18.151 

5.821 

5.635 

29.607 

25.635 

8.463 

10.945 

45,043 

34.984 

12359 

16.980 

64323 

49.740 

17.773 

28.130 

95.643 

TotaU         .       .       313.708  107.419  187.725 

'  DISTRIBUTION  OF  TOTAL  CIRCULATION. 


Central  Library: 

a.  Direct  .        •        •        .        • 

h.  Tkiou^  branches 
c.  Schools    and    Inttiluliotts    through 
Branch   Department 


branches: 

AlUion 

Andrew  Square 

Boykton   Station 

Bri^lon 

Charleslown 

Gty    Point       • 

Codman  Square 

Dorchester 

Dorehesler  Lower  Milk 

X^arritd  forward 


home 

USE 

313.708 
107.419 


SCHOOLS  AND 
INSTITUTIONS 


187.725 


63.434 
68.772 
64,559 
53,971 
84,645 
50,108 
112,774 
73.542 
25.488 

597.293 


35.413 
10.643 

•  *  •  >  • 

6,984 

16.581 


69.621 


608.852 


TOTALS 


608.832 


63.434 
68.772 
64.339 
89384 
93^88 
50,108 
119,758 
90,123 
25,488 

666.9f4 
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SCHOOLS  AND 

HOME 

INSTITUTIONS 

TOUL 

Brought  f onward                              597.293 

69.621 

666.9U 

Eatt  BofloB      . 

• 

107344 

18.476 

mm 

Faneuil 

• 

■ 

31.560 

3I.560 

Hyde  Park       . 

• 

84.605 

"  8>77 

9).5B2 

Fellowet    Atkencum 

66.600 

18.165 

84J63 

Jamaica  Plain  . 

58.633 

8.599 

67i32 

Jeffries  Point    . 

53.004 

53.0M 

Mattapan 

58.290 

5&29D 

Mt.   Bowcioin   . 

107.451 

'  4!869 

111320 

Ml.  Pleasant     . 

53.778 

53.778 

Neponael  . 

39.479 

•    ■    ■    •    • 

39.479 

North   End 

120.641 

1.010 

121.651 

Orient  Heighli  . 

45.395 

45|» 

Parker    Hill      . 

39.860 

■       s      ■      •       • 

39j6» 

Roslindale  . 

84.451 

8.703 

93.154 

Rozbuij  Ciouing 

58.634 

58.84 

South   Boston   • 

132.028 

'  l'6723 

\m 

South    End 

%.481 

16.097 

II2J?8 

Tyler   Street     . 

37.436 

37.436 

98.711 

'  'i;577 

ioa2K 

Warren  Street 

131.402 

4.511 

135,913 

West    End        .        . 

131.844 

20.199 

IS2W 

West  Roxbury 

71.969 

16.513 

ML 

Totals 


2.306.889 


214.040 


2,520.929 


These  figures  are  condensed  into  die  following : 

Books  lent  for  home  use^  including  circulation  though 

Schools  and  Institutions. 

From  Central  Library  (including  Central  Library  books  issued  throu^ 

the    branches) 

From  branches  (excluding  books  received  from  Central  Library) 


2,520,929 


Total 


Comparative. 


Central  Library  circulation  (excluding 
schools  and  institutions): 
Direct  home  use     .... 
Through  branches   .        .        .        • 

Branch  Libraries  circulation  (ex- 
cluding schools  and  institutions): 
Direct  home  use     ...        • 

Schools  and  institutions  circulation  (in- 
cluding books  from  Central  dirough 
the  branch  system) 


1924-25. 


334.188 
117.089 


451.277 


2.283.777 


397.140 
3.132.194 


313.708 
107.419 


421.12? 


2,306*5 


40U65 


3,129, 
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Under  the  inter^ibrary  loan  system  widi  other  libraries  the 
following  use  of  books  for  the  p«|rpose  of  serious  research  is 
shown  for  two  successive  years : 

1924-25.        1925. 

Volumes  lent  from  this  Library  to  odier  Kbrariei  in  MassachiMctts         1 .770  1 .449 

Lent  W  libraries  outude  of  Maatacbuietli 257  255 

Totals 2,027         t.704 

Applicationa  refused: 

From   tibraries   in   Matsacbusells 342  370 

From    libraries   outside   of    Massachusetts       ....  82  104 

Totals 424  474 

Borrowed  from  odier  libraries  for  use  bere       ....  20  31 

The  classified  "home-use**  circulation  of  the  branches  was  as 
follows,  for  two  successive  years: 

1924-25.  1925. 

VOLUMES.  PEKCENTAGE.  VOLUMES.  PEIICKNTACE. 

Fiction  for  adults      .  .  713320  31  720311  32 

Noa-fiction  for  adulu  260.051  11  230.900  10 

Juvenile  fiction  .  .  841.116  37  893.115  38 

Jnveiiile  noB-fiction    .  .  .        468.310  21  462.563  20 

At  the  Central  Library  the  classified  **home-use**  circulation 
shows  the  following  percentage : 

1925-24.  1925. 

PERCENTAGE.   PEMCENTAGE. 

Non«ficiioB 51.7  522 

Fiction 483  47.8 


BCXDK  ACCESSIONS. 
BOOKS   ACQUIRED   BY   PURCHASE. 
For  tke  Central  Library: 

1924-25.  1925. 

Fiom  Qty  appropriation        ....        ^328  7,557 

From  tmst  funds  income        ....        3*774  3,586 

12.102     11.143 

For  branckei: 
From  City  appropriatioa        .        .        •        •      54,289  57374 

From  trust  funds  income        ....  92  3,908 

54381     61.782 

By  Fellowes  Athenaeum  (for  Fellowes  Athenae- 

Branch) S32 


Totals 67.315  72.925 
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The  following  statement  includes  the  accessions  by  purchase 
comhmed  with  bdoks  receiyed  by  gift  or  othenvise : 


Acc«Mioiit  hy  purchMc 
AoceMioBS  bj  gift 
AccenioBS  by  StatitlicAl  Department 
Acoemoni  by  eickange 
Acceftioof  by  periodicalt  bound  . 
Accessions  by  Be%yipapcn  bound    . 


TQUL 

CENTRAL. 

BRANCHES. 

VOLUMEi 

11.143 

61.782 

71^ 

9244 

sot 

IIUMS 

45 

•     *    •    • 

4S 

120 

•     •    •    • 

19 

1787 

144 

m 

79 

•    •    •    • 

V 

62.727       85.10 


1925. 


TotnU 22.436 


THE  CATALOGUE. 

1924-25. 

VOL8.  AND 

Catalogued  (new) :  ^*^^  Tmxs 

Central  Ubrary  Catalogue      .  24.133  13.606 

Serials 4,685  .... 

Branches 53301  44321 

Recatalogued 19.007  15391 

Totali 101,128       73.820 


SHELF  DEPARTMENT. 

The  number  of  volumes  shelved  and  thus  made  availaUc  for 
public  use.  taken  from  the  report  of  the  Shelf  Department,  n 

Placed  on  ihe  Central  Library  shelves  during  the  year:  ^ 

General  collections  new  books  (including  continuations)  ....       ^^ 

Special  collections,   new  books  and   transfers '•"^ 

Books  reported  lost  or  mining  in  previous  years,  but  now  found,  transfen 
from  branches  etc.      • .      •        •    ' 

25.6U 

Removed  from  Central  Library  shelves  during  the  year: 

Books  reported  lost  or  missing,  condemned  copies  not  yet  replaced,  traas- 

fers,    etc, 

Net  gain  at  Central  Library       ....  ....       j^ 

Net   gain   at  branches . 

Net   gain,    entire   library    system ^^ 


VOLS.  AND 

PARTS 

ITILB 

24314 

MM 

5.866 

.  .  •  ♦ 

58.087 

49.4M 

17.889 

ill 

106.158 

•  J 
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The  total  number  of  volumes  available  for  public  use  at  the 
end  of  each  year  since  the  formation  of  the  Library  is  shown  in 
the  following  statement: 


1852-53  . 

1853-54  . 

1854-55  . 

1855-56  . 

1856-57  . 

1857-58  . 

1858-59  . 

185^^  . 
1860-61 

1861-62  . 

1862-63  . 

1863-64  . 

1864-65  . 

1865-66  . 

1866-67  . 

1867-^  . 

1868-69  . 

18^^70  . 
1870-71 

1871-72  . 

1872-73  . 

1873-74  . 

1874^75  . 

1875-76  . 

1876-77  . 

1877-78  . 

1878-79  . 

1879^80  . 
1880-81 

1881-82  . 

1862-83  . 

1883-84  . 

1884-85  . 

1885  .  . 

1886  .  . 

1887  .  . 

1888  . 

Volumet  in  entire  library  tTSlcDi     .... 

Volumes  in  the  branches 

These  volumes  are  located  as  f (Jlows : 


9,688 

1889  . 

16.221 

1890  . 

22.617 

1891    . 

28,080 

1892   . 

34,896 

1893   . 

70351 

1894   . 

78.043 

1895   . 

85,031 

1896^7 

97386 

1897-98 

105.034 

1898-99 

110.563 

1899-1900 

116.934 

1900-01 

123,016 

I901-O2 

130.678 

19024)3 

136.080 

1903-04 

144.092 

19044)5 

152.796 

1905-06 

160.573 

19064)7 

179,250 

19074)8 

192.958 

19084)9 

209.456 

1909^10 

260,550 

1910-11 

276.918 

1911-12 

297.873 

1912-13 

312.010 

1913-14 

345.734 

1914-15 

360.%3 

1915-16 

377225 

1916-17 

390.982 

1917-18 

404.221 

1918-19 

422,116 

1919-20 

438.594 

1920-21 

453.947 

1921-22 

460.993 

1922-23 

479.421 

1923-24 

492.956 

1924-25 

505.872 

1925   . 

Central  Library  . 

997.948 

Dorchester   Lower   M 

MhloD 

5.465 

East    Boston 

Andrew  Square  . 

5.179 

Faneuil 

Boyblon  Station  . 

6.070 

Fellowes  Adicnaeum 

Brighton 

19,201 

.   Hyde   Park 

Charlestonyn 

15.5% 

Jamaica    Plain    . 

Qly  Point  . 

7.546 

Jeffries  Point 

Codman  Square  . 

10.615 

Mattapan     . 

Dorckeiler  . 

14.618 

Mt.    Bowdoin 

111 


520.508 
536.027 
556.283 
576237 
597.152 
610375 
628297 
663.763 

OtO.OOO 

716.050 

746.383 

781377 

812.264 

835.904 

84o,oB4 

871.050 

878.933 

903,349 

922348 

941.024 

%1.522 

987.268 

1.006.717 

1.049.011 

1.067.103 

1.098.702 

1.121.747 

1.139.682 

1.157326 

1.173.^5 

1.197.498 

1.224.510 

U58.211 

1.284.094 

1308.041 

1.333.264 

1363.515 

1.363,515 
365.567 


2.668 

20.870 

5.261 

36343 

34.402 

17,733 

3.623 

4.130 

9.712 
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Ml.   Plei 
Neponset  . 

Norfli    tnd 
Orient   HeighiB   . 
Parker    Hill       . 
Roilmdale  . 
Roxbury   CroMing 


5.739 

Sottik  BMkm 

4.159 

Soiiifa  End  . 

10.532 

Tyler   Sheet 

4.492 

Uphun't  G>nier 

4.004 

Warren  Street 

11.204 

Wen  End  . 

6.695 

Wett  Roxbury 

THE  BINDERY. 

1924-25. 

Number  of  volumes  bound  In  wioua  styles  ....  55.289 

Mngnxines  stitched 216 

Volumes    repaired 3.046 

Volumes  guarded 1312 

Maps  mounted 35 

Pbolograpbs.  engravings,  etc.,  mounted 3.019 

Library  publications  folded,  stitched  and  trimmed  .  75.276 


m 

M 

12 

2IJ 
1! 


1921 
59jli64 

m 

2^ 

2.144 

49 

64.1(2 


THE  PRINTING  DEPARTMENT. 


Requisitions  received  and  BUed     .... 
Card  Catalogue  (Central  Library): 

Titles  exclusive  of  automatic  reprint  . 

Cards  finished  (exclusive  of  extras)  . 
Card  Catalogue  (Branches) : 

Titles  (Printing  Department  count)  • 

Cards  finished  (exclusive  of  extras)  . 
•Tigns     ..••..«•• 
Blank  forms  (numbered  series)       .... 
Foims,  circulars  and  sundries  (outside  numbered  series) 
Catalogues,  pamphlets  and  bibliographical  programmes 
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THE  LECTURES  OF  1925-1926. 

All  lectures,  except  those  marked  with  an  asterisk  (*)  weff 
illustrated  with  lantern  slides. 

1925 

Oct.        I .      Inside  a  Harem,  a  Pyramid,  a  Tomb.     Mrs.  Alice  H(^' 

land  Macomber. 
Oct.       4.     The  Story  of  the  Boston  Theatre.    Quincy  Kilby. 
Oct.       5.  ^This  Changing  World.     Miss  UUan  Whiting.     (Ruib 

Club.) 
Oct       8.     Around  the  World.     Walter  Wcntworth  Allerton. 
Oct      II.     The  Route  of  the  Resolute:   a  World  Tour.     John  C 

Bowker.  F.R.G.S. 
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Oct.      15.     From  Hell  Gate  to  Golden  Gate.     Henry  Warren  Poor, 

A.M. 
Oct.      1 8.  *The  Music  of  the  Bible.    Charles  N.  Lanphere. 
Oct.      18.  ♦'The  Miracle":   Its  History  and   Presentation   at  Home 

and  Abroad.     Rudolph  Kommer. 
Oct.      22.     Char-a-bancing  in  the  British  Isles.     Guy  Richardson. 
Oct.     25.  ^Music  Contrasts  and  Their  Delights.     Margaret  Anderton. 
Oct.     26.  *Ruskin's  Museums.      Mrs.   May  Smith  Dean.      (Ruskin 

Club.) 
Oct.     29.     How  the  Laymen  should  view  Art.     Royal  B.  Famum. 
Nov.       I.  ^Author's  Reading  from   "God's  Scarlet  Law.**      Francis 

Henry  Wade,  M.D. 
Nov.       4.  *The  Composition  of  Poetry.     Charles  Hammond  Gibson. 

(American  Poetry  Association.) 
Nov.       5.     In  Viking  LAnds  and  Waters.    Charles  Ernest  White. 
Nov.       8.  ^A  Ritual  for  Armistice  Day.  Henry  Augustine  Smith,  A.M. 
Nov.       8.  *The  Story  of  St.   Francis  in  Graphic   Language.      Mrs. 

Elizabeth  Ward  Perkins. 
Nov.      9.     Mexico.     Dr.  Charles  E.  Spaulding.      (Ruskin  Club.) 
Nov.     1 1 .   *The  English  Comedy  of  Manners.    Walter  Pritchard  Eaton. 
Nov.^    12.     The  Rocky  Mountain  Hike  of  1925.     Rev.  Charles  W. 

Casson.     (Field  and  Forest  Club  Course.) 
Nov.     15.   *The  Portrait  of  a  Dramatist.     Robert  E.  Rogers,  A.M. 

(Drama  League  Course.) 
Nov.    19.     The  New  Jugoslavia.    Emma  G.  Cummings. 
Nov.    22.  *Amy    Lowell   and    Present-Day    Poetry.      George    Mark 

Sneath,  A.M. 
Nov.    23.  ^Goldsmith  and  Gray.      Mr.   Charles   Hammond  Gibson. 

(Ruskin  Club.) 
Nov.    29.   ^^andinavian  Writers.     Lorence  Munson  Woodside. 
Dec.       2.   *Thc  Spell  of  Lyric  Poetry.     Henry  Harmon  Chamberlin. 

(American  Poetry  Association.) 
Dec.       3.      New  England  Earthquakes:  Yesterday,  To-day  and  To- 
morrow.    Kirtley  Fletcher  Mather,  S.B.,  Ph.D. 
Dec.       6.      Balearic    Islands    and    Cataluna.      Ralph   Adams    Cram, 

LittD.,  LLD. 
Dec.     10.      Holiday  Rambles  in  die  Highlands  and  Lowlands  of  Eu- 
rope. Olive  C.  Grigor.    (Fidd  and  Forest  Club  Course.) 
Dec.     13.  *Recital  of  Shakespeare's  "Taming  of  the  Shrew.**     Walter 

Bradley  Tripp.     (Drama  League  Course.) 
Dec.     1 3.  *Reading  of  Dickens's  "Christmas  Carol."    Walter  Bradley 

1  npp. 
Dec.     14.     Alaska:  the  Land  of  Far  Delight.     Mrs.  Charles  B.  Hall. 

(Ruskin  Club.) 
Dec.     I  7.     Popular  Legends  in  Stained  Glass.     Orin  E.  Skinner. 
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Dec    20.  ^A  Modern  Opera:  Pfitziier*s  "Palettrina/*     Otto  C  T. 

Straub. 
Dec.     20.  ^Miracle  Plays  from  the  York  and  Townley  Cycles.     Cob- 

munity  Service  of   Boston.   Inc.,   and  Citizens'    PuUk 

Celebrations  Association. 
Dec.     2 1 .  ^Miracle  Plays  from  the  York  and  Townley  Cycles.     Com- 

munity  Service  of   Boston,   Inc.,   and  Citizens*    Public 

Celebrations  Associatioki. 
Dec.     23.  ^Miracle  Plays  from  the  York  and  Townley  Cycles.     Com- 
munity Service  of  Boston,   Inc.,   and  Citizens*   Public 

Celebrations  Association. 
Dec.     27.  ^Wordsworth.      E.    Charlton    Black,    LL.D.      (American 

Poetry  Association.) 
Dec.     28.  ^Christmas:  Music  arranged  by  Mrs.  Robert  Nichols;  Mes- 
sages, Mrs.  Minnie  Meserve  Soule.      (Ruskin  Club.) 
1926 
Jan.        3.  *The  World's  Great  Songs.    Mme.  Beale  Morey. 
Jan.        3.  **'One  Increasing  Purpose.*'     Dr.  Henry  H.  Saunderson. 
Jan.        6.  *The  Influence  of  Shakespeare  on  Scott     Wilroon  Brewer, 

Ph.D.     (American  Poetry  Association.) 
Jan.        7.     Treasures  of  the  Isabella  Stewart  Gardner  Museum.    Mardia 

A.  S.  Shannon. 
Jan.      10.  ^Reading  of  Shakespeare's  "Macbeth".      Mrs.   Louisa  C 

James.     (Drama  League  Course.) 
Jan.      1 0.  ^Russian  Choral  Music.    Henry  Gideon. 
Jan.      1 1 .  *The  Human  Voice  and  How  to  Read  It.  ^  Walter  Babcock 

Swift,  A.B.,  O.B.,  M.D.,  B.L.I.     (Ruskin  CluL) 
Jan.      1 4.     Cliff-House  and  Cave  Exploration  in  Arizona.    Alfred  Vin- 
cent Kidder,  Ph.D.     (Field  and  Forest  Club  Coune.) 
Jan.      17.  ^Concert  by  Uncob  House  Orchestra.     Jacques  Hoffmaii, 

Conductor. 
Jan.     20.     The  Chateau  Country  of  France.    Rev.  Alwin  E.  Wormaii. 

(Old  Blake  House  Chapter.  D.AR.) 
Jan.     21.     The  Glory  of  England,  her  Cathedrals  and  Scenic  Beauty. 

Frederick  Parsons,  F.R.S.A. 
Jan.     24.  ^Visiting  an  Eastern  King.     Mrs.  John  Clarence  Lee. 
Jan.     25.     Virgil   and  Virgil's   Land.      Dr.    Davis   Wasgatt  Clail. 

(Ruskin  Club.) 
Jan.     28.     The  Land  of  Evangeline.     Rev.  A.  T.  Kempton,  D.D. 
Jan.     31.  ^Notable  Fiction  of  the  Year.     John  Clair  Minot. 
Jan.     3 1 .  ^Cotacert  by  the  Lenox  Quartet 
Feb.       3.  *The  Fervor  of  Humanity  in  the  Thought  and  Art  of  Robert 

Browning.    Helen  Archibald  Clarke.     (American  Poetry 

Association.) 
Feb.       4,     A  History  of  Lighting.    Julius  Daniels. 
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Feb.       7.   ^An   Afternoon   with   Dickens.      Members   of    the    Boston 

Branch  of  Dickens  Fellowship. 

Feb.       7.  ^Concert  by  Lenox  Quartet 

Feb.  8.  *Observance  of  Ruskin*s  Birthday:  John  Ruskin.  E.  Charl- 
ton Black,  LLD.     (Ruskin  Club.) 

Feb.  1 1 .  Our  National  Forests.  Philip  W.  Ayres.  (Field  and  For- 
est Club  Course.) 

Feb.     14.     The  Theatre,    from   Henry   Irving   to   Walter   Hampden. 

Frank  W.  C.  Hersey,  A.M.     (Drama  League  Course.) 

Feb.  1 5.  Tlie  Spell  of  the  Italian  Lakes.  Mrs.  James  Frederick  Hop- 
kins.    (Ruskin  Club.) 

Feb.     1 8.     The  Jubilee  Year  of  1 925.    William  M.  Stinson,  S.J. 

Feb.     2 1 ..  *The  Folk  Song  in  the  Concert  Hall.    jAhn  Tasker  Howard. 

Feb.    2 1 .   ^Concert  by  the  Lenox  Quartet. 

Feb.  25.  An  Historical  Pilgrimage  from  Maine  to  Florida  in  a  House- 
boat.   Alfred  Johnson,  A.M..  UttD. 

Feb.    28.  *Portrait  of  a  Modem  Poet.      Robert  E.   Rogers,  A.M. 

(American  Poetry  Association.) 

Feb.    28.  ^Concert  by  the  Lenox  Quartet. 

Mar.      4.      Picturesque  England  from  Chester  to  Clovelly.     Ellen  E. 

Page. 

Mar.      7.   *In  Word  and  Tone:  a  Program  of  Associated  Poetry  and 

Music.     Laura  Huxtable  Porter. 

Mar.      7.  ^Concert  by  the  Lenox  (^artet 

Mar.       8.  ^What's  What  in  Books.      John  Clair  Minot.      (Ruskin 

Club.) 

Mar.  1 1 .  Motor  Gypsying  and  Mountain  Climbing  Across  the  Contin- 
ent.   Carl  S.  Whittier.     (Field  and  Forest  Club  Course.) 

Mar.    14.     Theatre  Going  in  Europe  To-^ay.     Albert  Hatton  Gilmer, 

A.M.     (Drama  League  Course.) 

Mar.    1 4.  ^Concert  by  die  Lenox  (^artet. 

Mar.     18.      French  Highways  and  Byways.     Andre  Morize,  Agreg^- 

des-Lettres. 

Mar.    21.   ^Concert  by  Lincoln  House  Orchestra.     Jacques  Hoffman, 

(Conductor. 

Mar.    22.     This  Realm!    This  England  I    Mrs.  Ardiur  Dudley  Ropes. 

(Ruskin  Club.) 

Mar.    25.     Our  New  and  Proposed  National  Parks,  East  and  West. 

George  H.  Browne,  A.M. 

Mar.    28.     Trails  and  Trail  Building  in  the  White  Mountains.   Charles 

Winthrop  Blood,  Litt.B., 

Apr.       I ,     City  Health  and  Emergencies.    Dr.  Hollis  Godfrey,  LL.D., 

D.CL 

Apr.      4.  *Folk  Songs  of  Europe.     Catherine  S.  Swett,  Assisted  by 

members  of  the  University  Double  Quartet  and  RadclifFe 
Choral  Society. 
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Apr.      8.     England  in  Art  and  Story.    Mrs.  Jamet  Frederick  HopUoi 
Apr.     1 1 .  *Aunt  Clarissa  Lends  her  Heirlooms  of  Two  Centuries.  Mn. 

M.  Gertrude  Cutter. 
Apr.     12.  *The  Educational  Value  of  the  Library.     Mr.  Hcmy  A. 

Higgins.     Ruskin:  A  French  Critic's  View.     Prof.  Md- 

vin  B.  Webber.     (Ruskin  Club.) 
Apr.    26.  *  Author's  Reading.     Dr.  Henry  H.  Saunderson.     (Ruskis 

Club.) 

PUBLIC  EXHIBITIONS.   1925. 

Feb.       2.     Photographs  of  stage  settings  loaned  by  the  Theatre  Art 

Magazine, 
Portolan  Atlas. 

Photographs  of  a  Shakespearian  Costume  BalL 
21.     Original  designs  for  House  Beautiful  Cover  De«gns  Coid- 

petition. 
26.     Manuscript  letters  and  first  editions  of  Longfellow  (BartoB- 
Ticknor  Room). 
Mar.      7.     Color  prints  of  great  paintings  (Medici  and  Seeman  prints). 
9.     Illustrations  from  the  descriptive  booklet  of  Balieff's  ChatH 

Souris. 
1 1 .     "Fifty  Books  of  1 924,"  selected  by  the  American  Institute 

of  Graphic  Arts. 
26.     Bowditch  memorial  exhibition:  manuscripts  and  book  raiibes 
from  the  Nathaniel  Bowditch  Collection.     (Barton-Tkl- 
nor  Room). 
Apr.     1 1 .     Competitive  poster  designs  and  medals  loaned  by  die  Massa- 
chusetts Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Aninali 
to  mark  "Be*  Kind  to  Animals  WeeL" 
1 5.     Manuscripts  and  printed  memorials  of  the  Battle  of  Leadag' 
ton,  to  commemorate  the  150th  Anniversary.     (BarloB- 
Ticknor  Room). 
2 1 .     John  Singer  Sargent  Memorial  Elxhibition.     (ReprodnctioD). 
May      7.     Photographs  of  old-time  Base-ball  Players  from  the  Mc- 

Greevy  Collection. 

1 0.  William  Ellery  Channing  memorial  exhibition.     Manuscripb 

and  editions.     (Barton-Ticknor  Room). 

1 1 .  Reproductions  of  die  work  of  the  Pre-Raphaelite  Brother- 

hood. 
June       2.     Editions  of  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  from  the  BeDtoi 

Collection. 
1  5.     Music  commemorating  the  Batde  of  Bunker  Hill. 

Memorials  of  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill.     (Barton-Ticknor 
Room). 
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July        I.     Documents  and  prints  relating  to  the  early  history  of  the 

United  States. 
1 8.     Thackeray  manuscripts  and  first  editions  commemorating  the 
1 1 4th  anniversary  of  the  author's  birth. 
Sept    23.     Boston  Theatre  Memorials,  in  great  part  loaned  by  Mr. 

Quincy  Kilby. 
Decorative  color  prints. 
Oct        6.     Oil  paintings  and  photographs  illustrating  the  Miracle,  loaned 

by  Morris  Gest 
10.     Columbus  Day  exhibition  of  rare  books  and  maps. 
29.     Fifty  Books  of  1925. 
Nov.       3.     The  originals  of  Subercaseaux*s  water-color  illustrations  of 

the  Life  of  Saint  Francis,  loaned  by  the  Marshall  Jones 
G>mpany. 
1 6.     John  Singer  Sargent  exhibition  of  reproductions,  supplement- 
ing the  exhibition  of  originals  at  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts 
and  including  six  oil  copies  by  Sargent  from  Old  Masters, 
loaned  by  Governor  Fuller. 
Dec.     21.     Editions  of  Miracle  Plays.     (Barton-Ticknor  Room).     . 
29.     Paintings  and  photographs  illustrating  the  Official  Mission 
of  the  Due  de  Trcvise  to  make  known  the  Franco-Amer- 
icon  Sociefj;  La  Satn^egarde  de  Vari  frangais. 


SELECTED  LIST  OF  GIFTS  AND  GIVERS. 

Allen,  John  K.  Liberty  Loan  G>mmittee  of  New  England. 

Publicity  Committee's  Scrap  Book  in  1 0  volumes. 

Mr.  Allen  was  organizer  of  the  Publicity  Committee  and  its  Execu- 

tice  Officer  during  the  five  loans,  191 7— 1919. 
Ailing,  Carolyn  E.    Sixty-nine  volumes  of  miscellaneous  works,  including  a 

number  of  publications  relating  to  social  service  study  and  an  illus- 
trated edition  of  the  History  of  the  World  War,  by  Frank  W. 

Simonds.  in  five  volumes. 
Baker,  Leighton.     Thirty-six  volumes  and  1 1   pieces  of  music,  some  in 

manuscript,  mainly  works  of  Benjamin  F.  Baker. 
Baxter,  Sylvester.    Sixty-five  volumes  of  Spanish  literature,  history,  fiction 

and  poetry,  a  number  of  which  are  autographed  presentation  copies 

by  the  authors  to  Mr.  Baxter. 
Blake,  Miss  Sarah  Swan,  Kittery  Point,  Maine.     Diaries  and  letters  of 

Francis  Minot  Weld,  M.D.,  with  a  sketch  of  his  life;  A  brief  history 

and  genealogy  of  the  family  of  Weld,  by  Sarah  Swan  Weld  Blake. 

Privately  printed.    Boston,  1925. 
Bradford,  Gamaliel,  Wellesley  Hills.     Wives,  by  Gamaliel  Bradford. 

New  York  (1925) 
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Brown.  Abbie  FarwcU,  Literary  Executor  of  Oscar  Fay  Adanu.  Tk 
literary  works  of  Oscar  Fay  Adams,  including  the  manusoipl  of 
notes,  written  for  William  Morris's  "Summer**  (second  part  of  "The 
Earthly  Paradise*') ;  some  two  dozen  short  stories  collected  fnn 
magazines  in  which  they  first  appeared;  a  collection  of  eightees 
essays  entitled  "American  Women  of  Yesterday*' ;  a  group  of  studo 
on  "Men  of  Yesterday**;  together  with  thirty  short  essays,  stones 
and  literary  sketches,  written  in  the  course  of  the  last  quarter  of  tk 
past  century. 

Buenos  Aires,  Province  of.  La  Plata.  Obras  completas  y  correapondencu 
de  Florentino  Ameghino.  Volume  4.  La  Plata,  1913.  (Con- 
tinuing the  set) . 

Champney,  Miss  Lydia  C,  Estate  of.  Twenty  volumes  of  miscellaoeoos 
works  and  a  collection  of  music  of  1 38  volumes  and  unbound  matcmL 

Clark,  William  Andrews,  Jr.,  Library  of  Los  Angeles.  Some  lettm 
from  Oscar  Wilde  to  Alfred  Douglas,  1892-1897.  (Heretofoit 
unpublished.)  With  illustrative  notes  by  Arthur  C.  Dennison,  Jr. 
and  Harrison  Post,  and  an  essay  by  A.  S.  W.  RosenbacL  Sao 
Francisco,  1 924.     No.  II 2  of  an  edition  of  225  copies. 

G>mniittee  on  Historical  Records,  Winchester,  Mass.  Winchester's  War 
Records,  Civil,  Spanish- American,  World.  Published  by  die  Town 
of  Winchester,  1925. 

Coolidge,  John  Gardner.  Random  letters  from  many  countries,  by  Joki 
Gardner  Coolidge.     1 924.     Autograph  copy. 

Coolidge,  J.  Randolph,  Jr.  Sixty-eight  lantern  slides  of  modem  aidi- 
tecture. 

Councilman,  Mrs.  W.  T.  363  volumes  of  miscellaneous  works,  indod- 
ing  a  number  of  text  books,  204  numbers  of  periodicals,  Geograplic 
Magazine,  St.  Nicholas  etc.,  a  collection  of  sheet  music  and  30 
librettos,  and  90  photographs. 

Cubberley,  Mrs.  EUwood  P.,  Stanford  University,  California.  Notes 
concerning  the  Van  Uxem  family  in  France  and  die  United  Stitev 
Compiled  by  the  sole  male  survivor  of  the  name  in  America  (Frauds 
Van  Uxem.)     Privately  printed.    Los  Angeles,  1 923. 

Curley,  Hon.  James  M.  Bronze  medal  to  commemorate  the  1 50th  aBS- 
versary  of  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  1 775-1925. 

Dossert,  Mrs.  F.  G.,  New  York  City.  Mass  in  B  minor  for  four  vom 
solo,  chorus  and  orchestra,  by  Frank  G.  Dossert  Written  to  con- 
memorate  the  Golden  Jubilee  of  Pope  Leo  the  Thirteendi  am) 
produced  in  St  Peter's  Rome,  April  23,  1893,  under  the  leader^ 
of  the  con^wser. 
For  the  Allen  A.  Brown  Music  Library. 

Dunham,  Otis  Emerson,  Cambridge.  History  of  Dunham-on-TreDt  vit^ 
Ragnall,  Darlton,  Wimpton,  Kingshaugh,  etc.  A  record  of  vait 
hundred  years.     By  Rev.  Howard  Chadwick.     Cambridge,  1924. 
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U  Wiliiam  Crowninshield.  Danvert,  Massachusetts.  Memoir  of 
Samuel  Endicott  with  a  genealogy  of  his  descendants,  by  his  great- 
grandson  WiUiam  Crowninshield  Endicott,  the  younger.  Boston^ 
1 924.    Privately  printed  in  an  edition  of  1 25  copies. 

The  Elxplorers  Club.  Board  of  Directors.  New  York  City.  A  set  of 
facsimile  reproductions  of  seven  log  books  of  William  Scoresby.  Sr.. 
accompanied  by  an  introductory  brochure.  New  York.  1916, 
1917.    No.  83  of  300  copies  printed  and  plates  destroyed. 

Farlow.  Dr.  John  W.  Tlie  child's  song  book  for  the  use  of  schook  and 
families,  Boston,  1830;  the  Musical  Cabinet,  by  G.  J.  Webb  and 
T.  B.  Hayward,  1841—1842;  a  bound  xollection  of  music  for  the 
Allen  A.  Brown  Music  Library. 

Faxon,  John  Lyman,  Elstate  of.  Through  Amos  L.  Faxon,  Elxecutor. 
The  finished  manuscript  of  the  work  entided,  "The  Ancient  Theatres 
of  Europe*.*,  by  John  Lyman  Faxon.  (Eight  volumes  of  manu- 
script with  drawings) . 

Cannon,  James  P.  J.  Boston  Public  Library  Employees  Benefit  Asso- 
ciation. 'Elxercises  at  the  d^ication  of  the  Tablet  in  honor  of  those 
men  of  the  Library  who  served  in  the  World  War,  Armistice  Day, 
1924.     (Programs  and  clippings  in  bound  volume.) 

Gay,  H.  Nelson,  Director,  The  Library  for  American  Studies  in  Italy. 
Forty  publications  relating  to  Italian  affairs,  including  programs  and 
souvenirs  of  the  Keats-Shelley  Memorial  in  Rome;  bulletin  of  the 
Library  of  American  Studies  in  Italy,  Nos.  1-4;  26  numbers  of  II 
Piccolissimo,  Giomale  per  i  Ragazzi,  1917—1919. 

Good,  Mrs.  Isabella  J.  Two  framed  photographs  of  Mozart  and  Beeth- 
oven.   Photographs  by  Bruckmann  from  paintings  by  C.  Jaeger. 

Great  Britain,  Commissioners  of  Patents.  London.  Specifications  of 
inventions,  205  volumes. 

Gress,  Eldmund  G.,  Woodhaven,  New  York,  through  Norman  T.  A. 
Munder,  Baltimore.  Two  photographs  of  Franklin,  from  the  Dup- 
lessis  portrait  at  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art;  Wish,  the  song 
of  Franklin,  three-colored  portrait  and  decorations  engraved  in  wood 
by  Percy  Grassby.  Published  by  Noman  T.  A.  Munder  &  Com- 
pany, Baltimore. 

Hallowell,  J.  Mott  (From  the  Library  of  R.  P.  Hallowell.)  Forty- 
one  volumes,  mainly  anti-slavery  literature,  including  1 3  volumes  of 
the  Index,  1870-1876;  The  Atlanta  Constitution.  1887-1888,  4 
v.,  and  two  framed  pictures,  one  of  Last  Moments  of  John  Brown, 
and  one  of  a  photograph  of  a  bust  of  John  Brown. 

Harrison,  Fairfax,  Belvoir,  Virginia.  Virginia  land  grants.  A  study 
of  conveyancing  in  relation  to  Colonial  politics,  by  Fairfax  Harri- 
son.   Richmond.     1 925 . 

Hewins,  Mrs.  Frank  A.  Twenty-five  volumes  for  the  West  Roxbury 
Branch  Library  including  22  volumes  of  Bell's  Cathedral  Series. 


162] 

The  Irish  World,  dirough  Austin  J.  Ford.  New  York  City.  The  Ireli 
World,  1 923-1 925. 

Johnson.  Axel  B.  Vi  Udvandrere.  af  Joost  Dahlenip.  Kobenhavn,  1924; 
Sange  og  Digte  paa  Dansk  og  Engelsk.  af  John  Volk.  New  Yoik, 
1 903,  and  six  Vict<Mr  Records  of  Danish  music 

King.  Mrs.  Henry  P.  and  Mr.  John  T.  Spaulding.  Sunset  Rock.  A 
portfolio  of  pencil  sketches  by  Lester  G.  Hornby.  Privately  pub- 
lished for  Mrs.  Henry  P.  King  and  John  T.  Spaulding.  Prides 
Crossing.    1924. 

Kittredge.  Prof.  George  Lyman.  Can^ridge.  Sir  Thcmias  Malory.  By 
George  Lyman  Kittredge.  Privately  printed.  Barnstable.  1925. 
Edition  of  50  copies. 

Leavens.  T.  C.  Newtonville.  A  collection  of  music  of  1 38 1 volumes  and 
70  pieces  of  sheet  music  including  a  number  of  full  scores  and  organ 
music 

Livingston.  Mrs.  Luther  S..  Cambridge.  Benjamin  Franklin's  letters  to 
Madame  Helvetius  and  Madame  la  Frete.  With  an  explanatory 
note  by  Luther  S.  Livingston.    Cambridge.     1923. 

McNeil.  Catherine  C.  New  York  City.  The  Clan  Macn^l.  Qann 
Niall  of  Scotland.  By  the  Macneil  of  Barra.  Chief  of  the  Clao. 
With  an  introduction  by  the  Duke  of  Argyll.  No.  81  of  200  auto- 
graphed copies.    New  York.     1923. 

Mather.  William  G.,  Cleveland.  Tlie  portraits  of  Increase  Mather,  with 
some  notes  on  Thomas  Johnson,  an  English  mezzotinter.  By  Kennedi 
B.  Murdock.  For  private  distribution  by  William  Gwinn  Matber. 
Cleveland.     1924. 

Mergenthaler  Linotype  Company,  New  York  City.  Linotype  instructioo 
book.    By  John  R.  Rogers.     Brooklyn.     1925.     Four  copies. 

Metropohtan  Museum  of  Art.  Trustees  of.  New  York  City.  (At  the 
request  of  Mrs.  Edward  J.  Tytus.)  MetropoUtan  Museum  of  Art 
Egyptian  Elxpedition.  Robb  de  Peyster  Tytus  Memorial  Series, 
Volume  4.  The  tomb  of  two  sculptors  at  Thebes,  by  Norman  de 
Garis  Davies.     1925.     (Continuing  the  set.) 

Minchin.  Hamilton,  London,  England.  Some  early  recollections  of  Sar- 
gent, by  Hamilton  Minchin.  Letchworth.  1925.  Eldition  of  30 
copies. 

Mixter,  Mrs.  S.J.  Seventy-three  volumes  of  miscellaneous  works,  inclod- 
ing  1 5  publications  on  Bridget  whist 

Mudgett.  Mrs.  Louis  H.  Fourteen  framed  photographs  of  musical  artists, 
critics  and  music  societies  presented  to  Louis  H.  Mudgett;  also  the 
Commemorative  record  of  the  Handel  and  Haydn  Society  of  Bos- 
ton. 1815-1903. 

Myers.  Albert  Cook.  Philadelphia.  Facsimile  of  William  Penn's  first 
Charter  to  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  April  25.  1682.  Edited 
by  Albert  Cook  Myers.     One  of  50  copies  on  special  paper. 
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Olmstead  Brothers,  Brookline.  A  system  of  parks  and  playgrounds  for 
Birmingham.  PreKminary  report  upon  the  park  problems,  needs  and 
opportunities  of  the  city  and  its  immediate  surroundings.  By  Olm- 
stead Brothers.     (Birmingham,  1925.) 

Page,  L.  C.  &  G>mpany.  Twenty-three  volumes  published  by  L.  C. 
Page  &  G>mpany. 

Pember,  Francis  W.,  Warden  of  All  Souls*  G)llege,  Oxford.  Catalogue 
of  die  Archives  in  the  Muniment  Rooms  of  All  Souls*  G>llege.  Pre- 
pared by  Charles  Trice  Martin.    London.     1877. 

Robbins,  Reginald  C  Paris,  France.  Forty-three  pieces  of  music,  songs 
by  Reginald  C.  Robbins.    Paris.     1 922- 1 924. 

Sellers,  Edwin  Jaquett,  Philadelphia.  Sellers  family  of  Pennsylvania 
and  allied  families.  By  Edwin  Jaquett  Sellers.  Philadelphia. 
1 9Z5.    Edition  of  1 50  copies. 

Sesquicentennial  International  Exposition,  Philadelphia.  Publications  re- 
lating to  die  Exposition  of  1926.  Elxhibits,  rules  and  regulations 
and  colored  posters  of  Independence  Hall  and  the  Liberty  Bell. 

Strokoskas,  Rev.  Francis  W.,  St.  Peter's  Lithuanian  Church.  Twenty- 
three  volumes  in  Lithuanian.     For  the  South  Boston  Branch  library. 

Tannenbaum,  Dr.  Samuel  A.,  New  York  City.  Reclaiming  one  of  Shake- 
spere's  signatures.    By  Samuel  A.  Tannenbaum,  Baltimore.     1925. 

Tappan,  Miss  M.  A.  Aiumal  locomotion.  An  electro  photographic  in-' 
vestigation  of  consecutive  phases  of  animal  movements,  1872—1885. 
By  Eladweard  Muybridge.     Philadelphia.     1887. 

Titcomb,  Everett.  Sixty  volumes,  a  miscellaneous  collection  of  chamber 
music  and  piano  works  by  the  following  composers :  —  Brahms, 
Bach,  Strauss,  Mozart,  Mendelssohn,  Rubinstein,  Grieg,  St.  Saens, 
Wagner,  Franck,  Schumann,  Beethoven,  Schubert  and  Liszt.  Also 
nine  pieces,  compositions  by  Everett  Titcomb,  for  the  Allen  A. 
Browtt  Library. 

Wclcher,  The  Misses,  Hartford,  Connecticut.  The  Warren,  Little, 
Lothrop,  Park,  Dix,  Whitman,  Fairchild,  Plait,  Wheeler,  Lance  and 
Avery  pedigrees  of  Samuel  Putnam  Avery,  1847-1920.  New 
York.  1925.    Edition  of  200  copies. 

Wendell,  W.  G.  and  Ross  L.  L3mn,  New  York  City.  The  Book  of  the 
Jacob  Wendell  Scholars.     Privately  printed.     Boston.      1925. 

Wigglesworth,  Richard  B.  Assistant  to  the  Agent  General  for  Repara- 
tion Payments,  Berlin. 

Report  of  the  Agent  General  for  Reparation  Payments,  No.  30, 
1925.    BerKn. 

Woodruff,  Frederick  O.  Woodruff  genealogy.  Matthew  Woodruff  of 
Farmington,  Conn.,  1 640—1 ,  and  ten  generations  of  his  descendants, 
together  with  genealogies  of  families  connected  through  marriage 
Compiled  by  George  N.  Mackenzie  and  others.  50  copies  printed. 
Boston,  1925. 
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OFFICIALS  OF   THE  LIBRARY. 

Director,  Charles  F.  D.  Belden. 

Assistant  to  Director,  Robert  A.  Howes. 

Reference  Librarian  Frank  H.  Chase. 

Executive  Secretary,  Delia  Jean  Deery. 

Auditor,  Adelaide  A.  Nichols. 


Bates  Hall  Centre  Desk,  Patent  and  Newspaper  Department:  Fierce  L 
Buckley,  Chief. 

Patent  Division,  WilKam  J.  Ennis,  Assistant  in  Charge. 

Newspaper  Division,  Frederic  Serex,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Bindery  Department:  James  W.  Kenney,  Chief. 
Branch  Department:  Edith  Guerrier,  Supervisor  of  Branches. 

Central  Branch  Issue  Division,  Alice  V.  Stevens,  Assistant  in  Charge. 

Branch  Binding  Division,  Marian  A.  McCarthy,  Assistant  in  Qargt 

Shipping  Division,  Robert  F.  Dixon,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
*For  Branch  Librarians,  see  below. 
Catalogue  Department:  Samuel  A.  Chevalier,  Chief. 

Card  Division,  T.  Francis  Brennan,  Assistant  in  Charge. 

Shelf  Division,  Michael  McCarthy,  Chief  Classifier,  in  ChaiEge. 
Children  s   Department:   Alice   M.   Jordan,   Supervisor   of  Work  witb 
Children. 

Children's  Librarian,  Central  Library,  Mary  C.  Toy. 
Editor:  Zoltan  Haraszti. 

Engineer  and  Janitor  Department:  William  F.  Quinn,  Supt.  of  BuiMiiigs 
Genealogy  Division :  Agnes  C.  Doyle ;  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Information  Office :  John  H.  Reardon,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Issue  Department:  Frank  C.  Blaisdell,  Chief. 
Ordering  Department:  Theodosia  E.  Macurdy,' Chief. 
Periodical  Room:  Francis  J.  Hannigan,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Printing  Department:  Francis  Watts  Lee,  Chief. 
Registration  Department:  A.  Frances  Rogers,  Chief. 
Special  Libraries  Department:  Winthrop  H.  Chenery,  Chief. 

Technology  Division,  George  S.  Ma3rnard,  Assistant  in  Charge. 

Music  Division,  Richard  G.  Appel,  Assistant  in  Charge. 

Barton-Ticknor  Division,  Everett  B.  Tewksbury,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Statistical  Department:  Horace  L.  Wheeler,  Chief. 
Stock  Room:  Timothy  J.  Mackin,  Custodian. 
^Branch  Librarians: 

Allston,  Katherine  F.  Muldoon. 
Andrew  Square,  Elizabeth  H.  McShane. 
Boylston  Station,  Edith  R.  Nickerson. 
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Brighton,  Marian  W.  Brackett 
Charlestown,  Katherine  S.  Rogan. 
City  Point,  Alice  L.  Murphy. 
Cocknan  Square,  Elizabedi  P.  Ro$s. 
Dorchester,  Edith  F.  Pendleton. 
Elast  Boston,  Laura  M.  Cross. 
Faneuil,  Gertrude  L.  Connell. 
Fellowes  Athenaeum,  Mary  E.  Ames. 
Hyde  Park,  Grace  L.  Murray. 
Jamaica  Plain,  Katie  F.  Albert. 
Jeffries  Point,  Margaret  A.  Calnan. 
Lower  Mills,  Isabel  E.  Wetherald. 
Mattapan,  Lchs  Clark. 
Mount  Bowdoin,  Theodora  B.  Scoff. 
Mount  Pleasant,  Margaret  H.  Reid. 
Neponset,  Ellen  C.  McShane. 
North  Elnd,  Mary  F.  Curley  (acting). 
Orient  Heights,  Catharine  F.  Flannery. 
Parker  Hill,  Mary  M.  Sullivan. 
Roslindale,  Annie  M.  Donovan. 
Roxbury  Crossing,  Katrina  M.  Sather. 
South  Boston,  M.  Florence  Cufflin. 
South  End,  Margaret  A.  Sheridan. 
Tyler  Street,  Marion  C.  Kingman. 
Upham's  Corner,  Beatrice  C.  Maguire. 
Warren  Street,  Beatrice  M.  Flanagan. 
West  End,  Fanny  Goldstein. 
West  Roxbury,  Carrie  L.  Morse. 
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TRUSTEES  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

ON  JANUARY  I.  1927. 


GUY  W.  CURRIER.  President. 

Teim  expires  April  30.  1928. 

ARTHUR  T.  CONNOLLY.    WILLIAM  A  GASTON. 

Term  expires  April  30,  1927.  Term  expires  April  30,  1930. 


LOUIS  E.  KIRSTEIN. 

Term  expires  April  30.  1929. 


GORDON  ABBOTT. 

Term  expires  April  30.  1931. 


CHARLES  F.  D.  BELDEN. 

DIRECTOR. 


ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  LIBRARY  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  the  Gty  of  Boston,  organized 
m  1 852,  are  now  incorporated  under  the  provisions  of  Qiapter  1 1 4  of  the 
Acts  of  1 876»  as  amended.  The  Board  for  1 852  was  a  preliminary  or- 
ganizalion;  that  for  1 853  made  the  first  annual  report  At  first  die  Board 
consisted  of  one  alderman  and  one  common-councihnan  and  five  citizens  at 
large,  until  1 867,  when  a  revised  ordinance  made  it  to  consist  of  one  alder' 
man,  two  common-councilmen  and  six  citizens  at  large,  two  of  whom  retired, 
unless  re-elected,  each  year,  while  the  members  from  tfie  Gty  G)uncil  were 
elected  yearly.  In  1 878  the  organization  of  the  Board  was  changed  to 
include  one  alderman,  one  councilman,  and  five  citizens  at  large,  as  befo^p 
1867;  and  in  1885,  by  the  provisions  of  the  amended  city  charter,  die 
representation  of  the  City  Government  upon  the  Board  by  an  alderman  and 
a  councilman  was  abolished,  lea\ing  the  Board  as  at  present,  consisting  of 
five  citizens  at  large,  appointed  by  the  Mayor,  for  five-year  terms,  the  term 
of  one  member  expiring  each  year.  The  following  citizens  at  large  have 
been  members  of  the  Board  since  its  organization  in  1852: 

Abbott,  Gordon,  a.b.,  1926- 

Abbott,  Samuel  Appleton  Browne,  a.m.,  1879-95. 

Appleton,  Thomas  Gold,  a.m.,  1852-56. 

Benton,  Josiah  Henry,  ll.d.,  1894-1917. 

BiGELOW,  John  Prescott,  a.m.,  1852-68. 

BowDiTCH,  Henry  Ingersoll,  m.d.,  1865-67. 

Bowditch,  Henry  Pickering,  m.d.,  1894-1902. 

Boyle,  Thomas  Francis,  1 902  -1 2. 

Braman,  Jarvis  Dwight,  1869-72. 

Brett,  John  Andrew,  ll.b.,  1912-16. 

Carr,  Samuel,  1895-96,  1908-22. 

Chase,  George  Bigelow,  a.m.,  1876-85. 

Clarke,  James  Freeman,  d.d.,  1879-88. 

CoAKLEY,  Daniel  Henry,  1917-19. 

Connolly,  Arthur  Theodore,  1916- 

CuRRiER,  Guy  Wilbur,  1 922  - 

Curtis,  Daniel  Sargent,  a.m.,  1873-75. 

De  Normandie,  James,  d.d.,  1895-1908. 

Dwight,  Thomas,  m.d.,  1899-1908. 

Everett,  Edward,  ll.d.,  1852-64. 

Frothingham,  Richard.  ll.d.,  1875-79. 

Gaston,  Wiluam  Alexander,  ll.b.,  1923- 

Green,  Samuel  Abbott,  m.d.,  1868-78. 

Greenough,  Wiluam  Whitwell,  1856-88. 

Haynes,  Henry  Wiluamson,  a.m.,  1880-94. 

HiLUARD,  George  Stillman.  ll.d.,  1872-75;  76-77. 

Kenney.  Wiluam  Francis,  a.m.,  1908-1921. 

KiRSTEiN,  Louis  Edward.  1919- 

Lewis,  Weston,  1868-79. 

Lewis.  Winslow,  m.d.,  1867. 

Lincoln,  Solomon,  A.M.,  1897-1907. 


Mann.  Alexander,  d.d.,  1908-1923. 

Murray,  Michael  Joseph,  ll.b..  1921-26. 

Morton,  Ellis  Wesley,  1870-73. 

Pierce.  Phineas,  1888-94. 

Prince,  Frederick  Octavius,  a.m..  1888-99. 

Putnam,  George,  d.d..  1868-77. 

Richards.  Wiluam  Reuben,  a.m.,  1889-95. 

Shurtleff,  Nathaniel  Bradstreet,  ll.d.,  1852-68. 

Thomas,  Benjamin  Frankun,  ll.d.,  1877-78. 

TiCKNOR.  George.  ll.d.,  1852-66. 

Walker.  Francis  Amasa,  ll.d..  1 896. 

Whipple,  Edwin  Percy,  a.m.,  1868-70. 

Whitmore,  Wiluam  Henry,  a.m.,  1885-88. 

WiNsoR,  Justin,  ll.d.,  1867-68. 

The  Hon.  Edward  Everett  was  President  of  the  Board  from  1852 
to  1864;  George  Ticknor,  in  1865;  Wiluam  W.  Greenough, 
from  1 866  to  April,  1 888 ;  Prof.  Henry  W.  Haynes,  from  May  7, 
1 888,  to  May  1 2,  1 888 ;  Samuel  A.  B.  Abbott,  May  1 2,  1 888,  to 
April  30,  1895;  Hon.  F.  O.  Prince,  October  8.  1895,  to  May  8, 
1899;  Solomon  Lincoln.  May  12.  1899,  to  October  15,  1907; 
Rev.  James  De  Normandie,  January  31,  1908,  to  May  8,  1908; 
JosiAH  H.  Benton.  May  8,  1908,  to  February  6,  1917;  Wiluam  F. 
Kenney,  February  13,  1 9 1 7.  to  May  7,  1 920 ;  Rev.  Alexander 
Mann,  May  7,  1920,  to  January  22,  1923;  Msgr.  Arthur  T. 
Connolly.  April  13,  1923  to  June  13,  1924;  Louis  E.  Kirstein, 
June  13,  1924  to  June  19,  1925;  Hon.  Michael  J.  Murray,  June 
19,  1925  to  July  2,  1926;  Guy  W.  Currier  since  July  2,  1926. 

LIBRARIANS. 

(Ffom  1858  to  1877,  tlie  chief  ezecntive  efieer  wts  calM  Superinlaideiil;  since 
1923,  Director.) 

Capen,  Edward,  Librarian,  May  13,  1 852  -  December  16,  1874. 

Jewett,  Charles  C,  Superiniendent,  1858  -  January  9,  1868. 

WiNSOR,  Justin,  ll.d.,  SupcrintendenU  February  25,  1868 -Septem- 
ber 30.  1877. 

Green,  Samuel  A.,  m.d..  Trustee,  Acting  Librarian,  October  1 , 1 877  - 
September  30,  1878. 

Chamberlain,  Mellen,  ll.d..  Librarian,  October  1,  1878 -Septem- 
ber 30,  1890. 

Dwight,  Theodore  F.,  Ubrarian,  April  13,  1892  -April  30,  1894. 

Putnam,  Herbert,  ll.d.,  Ubrarian,  February  11,1 895  -  April  30, 
1899. 

Whitney,  James  Lm,  a.m.,  i4c{in^  Ubrarian,  March  31,  1899 -De- 
cember 21,  1899;  Ubrarian,  December  22,  1899 -January  31, 
1903. 

Wadun,  Horace  G.,  utt.d..  Librarian,  February  1,  1903 -March 
15,  1917;  Acting  Ubrarian,  March  15,  1917- June  15,  1917. 

Belden,  Charles  F.  D.,  a.m.,  ll.b..  Director,  since  March  15,  1917. 


LIBRARY  SYSTEM,  JANUARY  1,  1926. 


Departiients. 
tCentral  Likrary.  Copley  Sqaare  .... 
tEatt  Boston  Branch*  276~282  Meridian  St.  .         • 
fSoatk  Boston  Branch,  372  Broadway  • 
IIFellowes  Athenaeam  Branch,  46  Milfanont  St 
fCharleslown   Branch,   43   Monument  Square 
fBrighton  Branch,  Academy  Hill  Road       • 
(Dorchester  Branch,  Arcadia,  cor.  Adams  St        • 
(Lower  Mills  Branch,  Washington,  cor.  Richmond  St. 
(S^ttih  End  Branch.  65  West  Brooklme  St  . 
tjamaica  Plain  Branch,  Sedgwick,  cor.  Soudi  St.  . 
(Roslindale  Branch,  4210  Washington  St. 
tWest  Roibury  Branch,  1961  Centre  St. 
§Mattapan  Branch,  7  Babson  St.  • 
tNorth  End  Branch,  3a  North  Bennet  St 
§Neponset  Branch,  362  Neponset  Ave.  . 
§Mt.  Bowdoin  Branch,  202  Washington  St. 
§Allslon  Branch.  138  Brighton  Ave.     •  • 

(Codman  Square  Branch,  Washington,  cor.  Norfolk  St 
(Mt  Pleasant  Branch,  Vine,  cor.  Dudley  St 
(Tyler  Street  Branch,  Tyler,  cor.  Oak  St    . 
fWest  End  Branch,  131   Cambridge  St 
(Upham's  Comer  Branch,  500  Columbia  Rd. 
(Memorial   Branch,  cor.   Warren  and  Townsend   Sis 
§Rozbury  Crossing  Branch,  206  Ruggles  St  • 
§BoyIston  Station  Branch,  The  Lamartine,  Depot  Square 
fOrient  Heights  Branch,  1030  Bennington  St 
(City  Point  Branch,  Municipal  Bldg^  Broadway  • 
§Parker  Hill  Branch,  1518  Tremont  St      . 
fHyde  Park  Branch,  Harvard  Ave.,  cor.  Winthrop  St 
fFaneuil  Branch,  100  Brooks  St  .        •        • 
§Andrew  Square  Branch,  396  Dorchester  St 
i  fjefries  Point  Branch,  195  Webster  St 


fO^ENED. 

May     2,  1854 

Jan.   28.  1871 

May     I.  1872 

July   16.  1873 

Jan.     5.  1874 

Jan.     5.  1874 

Jan.   25,  1875 

•June     7.  1875 

Ang..        1877 

SepU        1877 

•Dec.     3,  1878 

•Jan.     6.  1880 

•Dec  27.  1881 

•Oct.         1882 

•Jan.      1.  1683 

•Nov.    I,  1886 

•Mar.  II,  1889 

•Nov.  12,  1890 

•Apr.  29,  1892 

•Jan.    16,  1896 

Feb.      I,  1896 

•Mar.  16.  1896 

•May     I,  1896 

•Jan.    18,  1897 

•Nov.    I,  1897 

•June  25,  1901 

•July   18,  1906 

•July   15,  1907 

Jan.      I.  1912 

•Mar.    4.  1914 

•Mar.    5,  1914 

•Oct   15,  1921 


1[  In  the  case  of  the  Central  Library  and  some  of  the  branches  the 

different  location  from  that  now  occupied.       •As  a  delivery  station 

owned  by  City,  and  exclusively  devoted  to  library  uses.      ( In  Qty 

devoted  to  other  municipal  uses.     §  Occupies  rented  rooms.      ||  The  lessee  of  die 

k>wes  AthensNun,  a  private  library  association. 
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To  His  Honor  Malcolm  E.  Nichols* 

Mayor  of  the  Cit\f  of  Boston. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston 
present  the  following  report  of  its  condition  and  atfairs  for  die 
year  ending  December  3 1 »  1 926,  being  the  seventy-fifth  annual 
rq>ort. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  BOARD. 

The  Honorable  Michael  J.  Murray  resigned  as  trustee  in 
July,  and  on  August  2,  Mr.  Gordon  Abbott  was  appointed  in 
his  place  for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1 93 1 .  At  die  annual 
meeting  on  July  2,  1926,  Mr.  Guy  W.  Currier  was  elected 
President,  Msgr.  A.  T.  Connolly,  Vice  President,  and  Miss 
Delia  Jean  Deery,  Clerk. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  on  November  1 6,  1 926  the  follow- 
ing Resolution  on  the  retirement  of  Judge  Murray  was  adc^ed : 

As  the  Hon.  Michael  J.  Murray  has  ceased  to  be  a  Trustee  of  the 
Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston  by  reason  of  resignation  at  ihc 
expiration  of  his  term  of  office,  his  associates  on  the  Board  desire  to  accord 
their  appreciation  of  his  (ive-year  period  of  service.      It  is,  therefore, 

Resohed^  That  Judge  Murray,  by  his  faithful  and  unselfish  devotion 
to  his  official  duties  as  a  member  of  the  Board,  as  Vice-Presidettt  and, 
during  his  final  year,  as  President  is  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  the  citizens 
of  Boston. 

Always  regular  in  attendance  at  meetings,  and  ready  at  all  times  to 
carry  his  share  of  the  work;  deqply  interested  in  the  various  problems  of 
administration  and  helpful  in  their  solution;  considerate,  courteous,  and 
unselfish,  he  won  and  held  the  good  will  and  respect  of  his  colleagues. 

Resohed^  That  the  Trustees  gratefully  accord  to  him  the  freedom  of 
die  alcoves,  with  the  customary  privileges,  and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution 
be  forwarded  to  Judge  Murray  with  assurances  of  the  Board's  consider- 
ation. 

IMMEDIATE  NEEDS. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  call  attention  to  die 
urgent  necessity  for  the  relocation  and  more  adequate  protection 
of  the  treasures  of  the  Library,  consisting  of  many  volumes  whose 
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value  cannot  be  estimated,  and  thousands  of  which,  if  lost, 
could  not  be  replaced.  At  the  request  of  the  Board,  reports 
have  been  sulxnitted  relating  to  die  necessary  changes  and  re- 
construction to  be  undertaken  in  the  Central  Library  Building 
for  the  safe-keeping  of  such  material,  as  follows : —  From  John 
C.  Paige  and  Co. ;  from  0*Brion,  Russell  and  Co. ;  and  from 
the  office  of  the  Building  Commissioner  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Tlie  repoits  are  practically  unanimous  in  their  findings  and 
recommendations;  namely  —  turning  the  present  Music  Room 
into  a  Treasure  Room*  with  the  necessary  fire-proof  construcdon 
and  equipment,  and  reconstructing  the  present  Barton-Ticknor 
Room  and  the  North  Gallery  with  (ire-proof  equipment.  These 
changes  will  allow  the  safe-guarding  aga^st  fire  of  the  most 
valuable  collections  and  permit  some  additional  shelving,  the 
need  for  which  is  already  pressing. 

Contemplated  changes  also  include  die  installadon  of  the 
sprinkler  system  in  die  Bindery  and  Prindng  Departments  b 
the  Annex  and,  of  more  importance,  the  completion  of  the  system 
in  the  basement  of  die  Central  Building. 

During  the  year,  also  at  die  request  of  die  Board,  the  In- 
spection Department  of  the  Associated  Factory  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Company  was  asked  to  submit  a  report  on  the  present 
electric  lighting  and  power  equipment  of  the  Central  Building. 

The  report  submitted  was  to  the  effect  that  the  equipment  is 
unsafe  and  should  have  immediate  attention.  Action  should  be 
authorized  at  once  to  reduce  the  existing  fire  and  accident  hazard. 

RECEIPTS  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

The  receipts  which  may  be  expended  by  the  Trustees  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Library  consist  of  the  annual  appropriation 
by  the  Mayor  and  City  Council,  and  die  income  frcmi  Trust 
Funds  given  to  the  institution  and  invested  by  the  City  Treasurer. 
During  the  past  year  these  receipts  were: 

Annual    appropriation $1,000,961.00 

Special  appropriation  (Annex  balance)        ......  11,79939 

Income  from  Trust  Funds 26,117.28 

Unexpended  balance  of  Trust  Funds  income  of  previous  yean.  60,12534 


$1,099,023.21 
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Receipts  .which  are  accounted  for  and  paid  into  the  City 
Treasury  for  general  municipal  purposes,  during  the  past  year 
have  been  as  follows : 


From  fines 

From    tales    of    catalogues,    etc. 
From  coomiissioii  on  telephone'  stations 
From  sale  of  waste  paper   . 
From  pajnnenls  for  lost  books 
Interest  on  bank  deposits    , 
Refund  on  contract    .... 


ToUl 


$17,620.89 
98w67 
578.57 
97.44 
M5I.90 
36.49 
15.48 

$19,599.44 


ESTIMATES  FOR  1927. 


The  estimates  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Library  for  the  year 
ending  December  31.  1927  in  segregated  budget  form  are  as 
follows : 


A  —  Personal  service  . 

B  —  Service  odier  than  personal 
C  —  Equipment  • 

D  —  Supplies  . 

E  —  Materials 
F  —  Special  itema 


$725,800.00 

251.945.00 

182.828.00 

39230.00 

25325.00 

864.00 


ToUl $1,225,992.00 


ADDITIONS  TO  THE  LIBRARY. 

During  the  present  year  diere  have  been  added  to  the  Central 
Library  and  branches  93,867  volumes  as  against  85  J  63  in 
1 925.  Of  these,  80, 1 46  were  acquired  by  purchase  and  1 3,72 1 
by  gift,  exchanges,  etc.  The  total  expenditure  for  books,  peri^ 
odicals,  newspapers  and  other  library  material  from  City  appro- 
priation and  Trust  Funds  income,  was  $150,161.92.  The 
total  number  of  volumes  in  the  Central  Library  and  branches  is 
1 .388,439. 

CIRCULATION. 

The  total  number  of  books  issued  for  home  use  during  the 
year  was  3.499,137,  as  against  3,129,781  for  1925,  a  fiscal 
year  of  eleven  months.  The  gain  in  home  circulation  for  a 
twelve  months'  period  was  2 1 7,630  volumes. 
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arrs  and  bequests. 

TTie  Trastees  are  glad  to  report  the  following  gifts  and  be- 
quests other  than  books  and  related  material,  durmg  1 926 : 

In  April,  Mrs.  Langdon  Pearse  gave  to  the  Library  a  marble 
copy  of  the  Psyche  of  Capua,  the  original  of  which  is  in  the 
Museum  at  Naples;  in  October,  Mr.  Louis  E.  Kirstein  gave 
$1000  to  be  added  to  the  '*Louis  E.  Kirstein  Fund**  established 
in  1 925 ;  in  October,  Mrs.  John  Elliott  presented,  on  behalf  of 
a  committee  of  citizens,  two  studies  in  oil  of  Mr.  Elliott's  mural 
painting  in  the  Library  **Tlie  Triumph  of  Time** ;  and  in  Novem- 
ber, under  a  decree  of  the  Supreme  Judical  Court  in  Equity  of 
die  Ccxnmonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  the  Library  received  die 
sum  of  $3,858.24,  being  die  balance  remaining  in  the  hands  of 
the  surviving  trustees  of  the  fund  originally  raised  to  install  in  the 
Library  decorations  by  the  late  John  S.  Sargent,  vAich  has  been 
funded  as  the  ** John  Singer  Sargent  Fund**  die  income  to  be  used 
for  the.  care  and  preservatiwi  of  the  Sargent  decorations  and 
such  other  purposes  as  are  set  forth  in  the  decree* 

Many  important  gifts  of  books  and  other  library  material 
have  been  received  during  die  year.  A  detailed  statement  of 
these  may  be  found  in  die  Director*s  report. 

TRUST  FUNDS. 

The  Trustees  welcome  bequests  of  money,  and  hope  that 
generous  testators  may  remember  the  Library.  It  is  from  such 
sources  only  diat  they  can  make  purchases  of  rare  works,  which 
give  value  and  rank  to  a  great  educational  institution  but  for 
which  they  hesitate  to  expend  public  funds  appropriated  for 
more  popular  and  pressing  use. 

As  a  matter  of  interest  to  die  public,  the  Board  has  pleasure  in 
listing  herewidi  the  present  trust  funds  of  the  Library,  with  ex- 
planatory notes. 

Artz  Fund  —  Donation  from  Miss  ViCTORlNE  Thomas  Artz.  of  Chi- 
cago; the  income  of  this  sum  to  be  employed  in  the  purchase  of 
valuable,  rare  editions  of  the  writings,  either  in  verse  or  prose,  of 
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American  and  foreign  aadion.    These  books  are  lo  b«  kno^vn  as  the 
**Longfellow  Memorial  G>Ilection.'*     Received  in  1896. 
Imesied  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  $10,000.00 

Bates  Fund  —  Donation  made  by  JoSHUA  BATES,  of  London,  in  March, 
1853. 

"The  income  only  of  dus  fund  is  to  be  each  and  every  year  expended 
in  the  purchase  of  such  books  of  permanent  value  and  authority  as 
may  be  found  most  needful  and  most  useful.**     Payable  to  the 
Mayor  of  the  City  for  the  time  being. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  $50,000.00 

Bigelow  Fund  —  Donation  made  by  John  P-  Bicelow  m  August, 
1850,  when  Mayor  of  the  city. 

The  income  from  tius  fund  is  to  be  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of 
books  for  the  increase  of  die  library. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond     *         $1,000.00 

Robert  Charles  Billings  Fund  —  Bequest  of  ROBERT  CHARLES  BiL- 
UNGS. 

"The  sum  to  constitute  a  permanent  fund  for  said  library,  to  be 
called  the  Robert  Charles  Billings  Fund,  the  income  only  to  be  used 
for  the  purposes  of  the  purchase  of  books  for  said  library.'*     Re- 
ceived in  1903. 
IrtPesied  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds  $1 00,000.00 

Bowditch  Fund  —  Bequest  of  J.  Ingersoll  BoVDITCH.    Received  in 
1890. 

The  whole  income  in  each  and  every  year  to  be  expended  in  the 
purchase  of  books  of  permanent  value  and  authority  in  mathematics 
and  astronomy. 

Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-quarter 
per  cent  Bond $10,000.00 

Bradlee  Fund  —  Bequest  of  the  Rev,  Caleb  Davis  Bradlee  to  the 
Boston  Public  Library.    Received  in  1 897. 
Ime&ttd  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-half  per 
cent  Bond $1,000.00 

Josei^  H.  Center  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Joseph  H.  Center,  the  income 
thereof  to  be  at  all  times  applied  to  the  purchase  of  books  and  other 
additions  to  the  library.     Received  in  1905. 
Imesied  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  $1,000.00 

City  of  Boston  Three  and  one-half  per  cent  Bonds  38.500.00 
Cash  in  City  Treasury,  December  31,  1926  43.14 

$39,543.14 

Quldren's  Fund  —  Bequest  of  JosiAH  H.  Benton  of  $100,000,  to  be 
held  as  "The  Children's  Fund,**  and  the  income  applied  to  the  pur- 
chase of  books  for  the  use  of  the  young,  to  be  appUed  for  those  pur- 
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poses  only  in  yean  when  the  city  appropriates  for  die  maintenance 
of  the  Library  at  least  diree  per  cent  of  the  amount  available  for 
depaitment  expenses  from  taxes  and  income  in  said  dty.  In  any  year 
when  the  dty  does  not  duis  appropriate  at  leaat  three  per  cent  of  die 
amount  available  for  department  expenses  from  taxes  and  income  in 
said  Gty,  the  income  gLwen  in  said  will  for  die  purchase  of  boob 
shall  be  paid  to  the  Rector  of  Trinity  Church  in  die  City  of  Boston 
to  be  by  him  dispeaaed  in  relieving  the  necessities  of  the  poor. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-quarter  per 

cent  Bond $15,000.00 

City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  62,000.00 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  Tliree  and  one- 
half  per  cent  Bond 20,000.00 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  Four  per  cent 

Bond 6.000.00 

Cash  in  City  Treasury,  December  31  •  1926  117.74 

$103,117.74 

Clement  Fund  —  Bequest  of  die  late  FRANK  CLEMENT,  of  Newton,  to 
be  known  as  the  "Frank  Clement  Fund.**  the  income  to  be  applied 
to  the  purchase  of  books.    Received  in  1915. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  $2,000.00 

Henry  Sargent  Codman  Memorial  Fund  —  This  is  a  contribution  from 
the  friends  of  Henry  Sargent  Codman,  to  be  used  to  perpetuate 
the  memory  of  Mr.  Codman  by  the  purchase  of  books  upon  land- 
scape gardening.  It  is  the  desire  of  the  subscribers  that  a  spedal 
book  plate  shall  be  inserted  in  each  of  die  volumes  purchased,  identi- 
fying it  as  part  of  their  memorial  coUectbn.  Received  in  1 898. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Tliree  and  one-half  per 

cent  Bond $2,800.00 

Cash  in   City  Treasury.   December   31.    1926.  54.41 

$2,854.41 

Cutter  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Abram  E.  Cutter  of  four  thousand  dol- 
lars and  his  Kbrary  of  books,  the  income  of  the  fund  to  be  expended 
for  the  purchase  of  books,  and  for  binding.     Received  in  1 90 1 . 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Three  per  cent  Bond  $4,000.00 

City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-half  per  cent  Bond  100.00 

Cash  in  City  Treasury.  December  31.  1926  40.00 

$4,140.00 

Elizabeth  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Sarah  A.  Matchett.  late  of  Brookline, 
who  died  October  6,  1910,  the  object  of  which  is  stated  in  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  her  %^11: 
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**I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  die 
City  of  Boston,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  to  be  called  the  Eliza^ 
beth  fund,  lo  be  received,  held  and  securely  invested,  and  only  the 
net  income  therefrom  expended  every  year  in  the  purchase  of  such 
books  of  permanent  value  and  authority  as  may  be  most  useful  in 
said  Library." 
Iwesied  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  $25,000.00 

Daniel  Sharp  Ford  Fund  —  A  bequest  of  Daniel  Sharp  Ford  to  die 
Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston.     Received  in  1900. 
Inpesied  in  City  of  Boston  Three  per  cent  Bond  .  $6,000.00 

Franklin  Club  Fund  —  Donation  made  in  June,  1 863,  by  a  literary  asso- 
ciation of  young  men  in  Boston,  who.  at  the  dissolution  of  the  asso- 
ciation, authorized  its  trustees,  Thomas  Minns,  John  J.  French  and 
J.  Franklin  Reed,  to  dbpose  of  the  funds  on  hand  in  such  manner 
as  to  them  should  seem  judicious.  They  elected  to  bestow  them  on  the 
Public  Library,  attaching  dierelo  only  the  following  conditions: 
"In  trust,  that  die  income,  but  the  income  only,  shall,  year  by  year,  be 
expended  in  the  purchase  of  books  of  permanent  value,  for  the  use  of 
the  free  Public  Library  of  the  city,  and  as  far  as  practicable  of  such 
a  character  as  to  be  of  special  interest  to  young  men."  The  trustees 
expressed  a  preference  for  books  relative  to  government  and  political 
economy. 
Imested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-quarter 

per  cent  Bond $1,000.00 

Isabella  Stewart  Gardner  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Isabella  Stewart 
Gardner. 

"To  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  Public  Library,  for  the  Brown 

Musical  Library,  for  a  memorial  to  B.  J.  Lang.**     Received  in 

1924. 

Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds    .  $5,000.00 

Morris  Gest  Fund  —  Donation  made  by  Mr.  Morris  Gest  in  December 
1 925,  the  gross  receipts  from  a  benefit  performance  for  the  Library 
of  "The  Miracle**,  —  $2,652.50,  the  income  to  be  used  in  the  in- 
terest of  dramatic  art 
Deposited  in  Hibemia  Savings  Bank    .  $2,652.00 

Green  Fund  —  Donations  of  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green  of  $2,000.  die 
income  of  which  is  to  be  expended  for  the  purchase  of  books  relating 
to  American  history.     Received  in  1678  and  1884. 
Inpested  in 

City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  ....  1 ,500.00 

City  of  Boston  Three  per  cent  Bond  500.00 

$2,000.00 
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Charlotte  Harris  Fund  —  Bequest  of  CHARLOTTE  HARRIS.  late  of  Bos- 
ton, the  object  of  which  is  stated  in  the  following  extract  from  her 
Mill:  **I  give  to  the  Charlestown  Public  Library  $I0,000,  to  be 
invested  of  interest,  which  interest  is  to  be  applied  to  die  purchase 
of  books  published  before  1 850.  I  also  give  to  said  Public  Library 
my  own  private  library  and  the  portrait  of  my  grandfather,  Richard 
Devens.**  Bequests  accepted  by  Qty  Council,  July  31,  1877. 
In^eiteJ  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-quarter 

per  cent  Bond $10,000.00 

Thomas  B.  Harris  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Thomas  B.  Harris,  late  of 
Charlestown,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Charlestown  Public  Library. 
Received  in  1884. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond      .  $1 ,000,00 

Hyde  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Frankun  P.  Hyde  of  Boston,  to  be  known 
as  the  *'Franklin  P.  Hyde  Fund,"  the  income  to  be  applied  to  the 
purchase  of  books  and  other  library  material.     Received  in  1915. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds  .  $3,600,00 

Cash,    December  31,   1926 32.40 

$3,632.40 

David  P.  Kimball  Fund  —  Bequest  of  David  P.  KiMBALL. 

*'I  give  to  the  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston,  the  income  to 
be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books,  $10,000.*'  Received  in  1924. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds  .         $10,000.00 

Louis  E.  Kirstein  Fund  —  Donation  of  $  1 ,000  made  by  Mr.  LjOUIS  E. 
KiRSTEiN  in  October  1925,  "to  be  used  for  any  purpose  of  the  Li- 
brary that  the  Trustees  see  fit  to  put  it  to.*'  October,  1 926  $1 .000.00 
Deposited  in  Hibernia  Savings  Bank    .  $2,000.00 

Arthur  Mason  Knapp  Fund  —  Extract  from  the  will  of  Katherine 
KnapP:  "To  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  ($10,000),  to  be  known 
as  the  Arthur  Mason  Knapp  Fund,  of  which  the  income  only  shall 
be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  said  library.  And  I  hereby 
request  that  such  books  be  de«gnated  with  an  appropriate  label  or 
inscription,  bearing  the  name  of  the  Fund."  Received  in  1914. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  $10,000.00 

Abbott  Lawrence  Fund  —  Bequest  of  ABBOTT  LAWRENCE^  of  Boston. 
Received  in  I860.     Tlie  interest  on  this  fund  is  to  be  exclusively 
appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  said  library  having 
a  permanent  value. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Three  and  one-half  per 

cent  Bond $10,000.00 

Edward  Lawrence  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Edward  Lawrence,  of  Charles- 
town. Received  in  1886.  The  following  clause  from  his  will 
explains  its  purpose: 
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*'To  hold  and  apply  the  income  and  so  much  of  the  principal  as  they 
may  choose,  to  the  purchase  of  ^)ecial  books  of  reference  to  be  kept 
and  used  only  at  the  Charlestown  branch  of  said  Public  Library/* 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond     •  $500,00 

Mrs.  John  A.  Lewis  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Eli2ABETH  Lewis,  to  be  known 
as  the  Mrs.  John  A.  Lewis  Fund:  "I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Bos- 
ton Public  Library  the  sum  of  $5,000  as  a  fifnd,  the  income  of  which 
is  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  such  old  and  rare  books  as  shall  be 
fidy  selected  to  augment  the  collection  known  as  the  John  A.  Lewis 
Library.*'  Received  in  1903. 
Imested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  $5,000.00 

Charles  Greely  Loring  Memorial  Fund  —  Donation  from  the  family  of 
Charles  Greely  Loring,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  expended 
for  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  West  End  Branch.     Received  in 
1896. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  $500,00 

Charles  Mead  Fund  —  Bequest  of  CHARLES  Mead,  to  constitute  the 
Charles  Mead  Public  Library  Trust  Fund  for  the  promotion  of  the 
objecb  of  the  Public  Library  in  such  manner  as  the  government  of 
said  library  shall  deem  best,  and  so  far  as  the  government  shall  deeni 
consistent  with  the  objects  of  the  library  to  be  used  for  the  benefit 
of  the  South  Boston  Branch  Library.  Received  in  1896. 
Imested  in  Gty  of  Boston  Four  and  one-half  per 

cent  Bond $2,500.00 

The  Oakland  Hall  Trust  Fund  —  By  an  interlocutory  decree  of  the 
Probate  Court  for  the  County  of  Suffolk,  the  amount  of  $11 ,781 .44 
was  received,  the  sunt  being  one-half  of  the  net  amount  received  from 
the  disposition  of  certain  property  held  by  the  Trustees,  under  an 
indenture  between  Amor  HolEngsworth,  Sumner  A.  Burt  and  Amor 
L.  Hollingsworth,  all  of  Milton,  Mass.,  and  John  H.  McKendry* 
of  Boston,  Mass.,  entered  into  the  sixth  day  of  August,  1 870.  The 
above  amount  was  accepted  by  the  City,  January  2,  1924,  and  the 
Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  voted  to  invest  the  same  under  the 
name  of  'The  Oakland  Hall  Trust  Fund,"  the  income  to  be  applied 
to  the  purchase  of  books  and  other  library  material  for  the  Mattapan 
Branch. 

Imesied  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds  .  $t  1 ,780.00 
Cash.  December  31,  1926 1.44 

$11781.44 

John  Boyle  O'Reilly  Fond  —  Donation  received  from  the  PaPYRUS 
Club  to  establish  a  fund  in  memory  of  John  Boyle  O'Reilly,  late 
member  of  said  club,  the  income  of  said  fund  to  be  devoted  to  the 
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purchase  of  books  for  the  Boston  Public  Library.    Received  in  1 897. 

Inpested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  $1 .000.00 

Phillips  Fund  —  Donation  made  by  JONATHAN  Philups.  of  Boston. 

in  April.  1853. 

The  interest  of  this  fund  is  to  be  used  exclusively  for  the  purchase 

of  books  for  said  library. 

In»€»ted  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  $10,000.00 

Ako  a  bequest  by  the  same  gentleman  in  his  will  dated  September 

20.  1849. 

Tlie  interest  on  which  is  to  be  annually  devoted  to  the  roainteDance  of 

a  free  Public  Library. 

IwfesUd  in  City  of  Boston  Three  and  one-half  per 

cent  Bond $20,000.00 

Both  of  these  items  are  payable  to  the  Mayor  of  the  City  for  die 

time  being. 
Pierce  Fund  —  Donation  made  by  Henry  L.  Pierce,  Mayor  of  At 

City,  November  29.  1 873.  and  accepted  by  the  City  Council,  De- 
cember 27,  1873. 

Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds    .  $5,000.00 

Sarah  E.  Pratt  Fund  —  Bequest  from  SaraH  E.  Pratt.  late  of  BottOD. 

under  the  1 4th  clause  of  her  will,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Dorchester 

Branch.  $500.00.     Received  in  January.  1922. 

Distribution  of  residue  of  estate  on   May   7,    1924,    $964.30. 

By  vote  of  the  Trustees  the  bequest  to  be  funded  as  die  Sarah  E. 

Pratt  Fund,  the  income  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  books  for  the 

Dorchester  Branch. 

Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  1 ,400.00 

Cash  in  City  Treasury.  December  31.  1926  64.30 

$1,464.30 

SchoUield  Fund  —  Bequest  of  ARTHUR  ScHOLFiELD,  who  died  in  New 
York,  January  1 7,  1 883.  The  interest  to  be  paid  lo  certain  heirs 
during  dieir  lives,  and  then  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books  ol 
permanent  value.  The  last  heir.  Joseph  Scholfield,  died  November 
1 8,  1 889.  and  by  his  will  bequeathed  to  the  City  of  Boaton  the  sum 
of  $1 1.766.67.  which  represents  the  income  of  said  fund  received 
by  him  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  to  which  was  added  $33,33 
Accrued  interest  on  deposit  up  to  the  time  of  investment,  to  be  added 
.  to  the  fund  given  by  his  brother. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds  $33,800.00 

City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-<)uarter  per  cent  Bond  1 2,000.00 

City  of  Boaton  Four  and  one-half  per  cent  Bonds  6,000.00 

.  City  of  Boaton  Five  per  cent  Bonds  .       .  10,000.00 

$61,800.00 
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Sewall  Fund  —  Extract  froni  die  will  of  RiCHARD  BlaCK  SewalL: 
'*Tenth,  —  I  bequeath  the  following  pecuniary  legacies  clear  of  lega- 
cy lax.  namely.  To  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  die  Gty 
ojp  Boston  $25,000  (twenty-five  thousand  dollars)  to  be  added  to 
their  funds  and  the  income  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books." 
Received  in  1918. 
Im^esied  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-quarter  per 

cent  Bond $25,000.00 

Skinner  Fund  —  Extract  from  the  will  of  Francis  Skinner: 

'*Elevenih.  —  All  my  books  and  library  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my 
son,  to  be  enjoyed  by  him  during  his  life  and  after  his  deadi  to  be 
distributed  as  he  shall  appoint  among  such  public  libraries,  as  he  shall 
judge  fit.  and  in  case  he  makes  no  such  appointment  then  to  the 
Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
**Stxieenth,  —  All  the  rest  and  residue  of  my  said  property  of  what- 
ever kind,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  Augustus  P.  Loring  and  J.  Lewis 
Slackpole  in  trust  to  pay  the  net  income  to  my  son  Francis  Skinner, 
Jr.,  during  his  Kfe,  or  to  apply  the  same  to  his  maintenance  and  sup- 
port, or  the  maintenance  and  support  of  any  issue  of  his,  as  they  shall 
think  best  during  his  Kfe;  and  at  his  death  to  apply  the  income  to  die 
maintenance  and  support  of  his  issue  until  his  youngest  child  shall 
reach  the  age  of  2 1  years  and  then  to  distribute  said  property  among 
said  issue,  the  issue  of  a  deceased  child  to  take  the  share  a  parent 
would  have  taken  if  living. 

**If  there  shall  be  no  issue  surviving  at  the  time  of  lAy  son's  death, 
dien  to  turn  the  said  property  into  cash  and  to  divide  it  equally 
among  die  following  legatees:  The  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  of  Boston,  Massa- 
chusetts, the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  the  Medical  School 
of  Harvard  University,  and  the  Free  Hospital  for  Women,  Brook- 
line,  Massachusetts.**  Received  in  1914. 
tw^ested  in  City  of  Boston  Three  and  one-half  per 

cent  Bond $40,000.00 

City  of  Boston  Four  per  cetit  Bonds        ^  10.250.00 

City  ,of  Boston  Four  and  one-half  per  cent  Bond  200.00 

16  shares  Worcester  StreM  Railway  Company  1 .280.00 

Cash,   December  31.    1926         ....  2.14 

$51,732.14 

Soudi  Boston  Branch  Library  Trust  Fund  —  Donation  of  a  citizen  of 
South  Boston*,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  expended  for  the  benefit 
of  the  South  Boston  Branch  Library^     Received  in  1 879. 
•  JnPesied  in  City  of  3oston  Four  and  one^quarter  per 
,     cent  Bond  .       .......  $100.00 
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M&fy  Elizabeth  Stewart  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Mary  Euzabeth  Stew- 
art of  $3,500  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  Public  Library.    The 
Trustees  voted  under  date  of  June  29,  1923,  that  the  income  be 
applied  to  die  purchase  of  books  and  other  library  materiaL 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  $3,500.00 

Patrick  F.  Sullivan  Bequest  — 'Extract  from  will:  **I  give  and  bequeath 
to  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  Public  Libraiy  the  sum  of  five  thous- 
and dollars,  the  principal  or  income  of  said  sum  to  be  expended  by 
them  for  the  purchase  of  Catholic  standard  books,  said  books  to  be 
approved  by  the  Archbishop  of  the  diocese  of  Boston,  Mass.,  or  by 
the  President  of  the  Trustees  of  Boston  College,  in  Boston,  Mats.** 
Received  in  1908. 

This  bequest,  together  with  interest  amounting  to  $339.61 ,  has  been 
expended  for  books. 

Ticknor  Bequest  —  By  the  will  of  George  Ticknor,  of  Boston,  be 
gave  to  the  City  of  Boston,  on  the  death  of  his  wife,  all  his  booki  and 
manuscripts  in  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  languages,  about  four 
thousand  volumes,  and  also  the  sum  of  four  thousand  dollars.  After 
the  receipt  of  said  sums  the  city  is  required  to  spend  not  less  than 
one  thousand  dollars  in  every  five  years  during  die  twenty-five  years 
next  succeeding  (i.e.,  the  income  of  four  thousand  dollars,  at  the 
rate  of  five  per  cent  per  annum)  in  the  purchase  of  books  in  the 
Spanish  and  Portuguese  languages  and  literature.  At  die  end  of 
twenty-five  years  the  income  of  said  sum  to  be  expended  annually  in 
the  purchase  of  books  of  permanent  value,  either  in  the  Spanish  or 
Portuguese  languages,  or  in  such  other  languages  as  may  be  tleemed 
expedient  by  those  having  charge  of  the  library.  The  books  be- 
queathed or  purchased  are  always  to  be  freely  accessible  for  reference 
or  study,  but  are  not  to  be  loaned  for  use  outside  of  die  library  build- 
ing. If  these  bequests  are  not  accepted  by  the  city*  and  the  trasb 
and  conditions  faithfully  executed,  the  books,  manuscripts  and  money 
are  to  be  given  to  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  College. 
In  order  that  the  city  might  receive  die  immediate  benefit  of  diis 
contribution,  Anna  Ticknor,  widow  of  the  donor,  relinquished  her 
right  to  retain  during  her  life  the  books  and  manuscripts,  and  placed 
them  under  the  control  of  the  city,  the  Gty  Council  having  pieviousjy 
accepted  the  bequests  in  accordance  with  the  terms  and  conditions  of 
said  will,  and  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  received  said  be- 
quests on  behalf  of  the  city,  and  made  suitable  arrangements  for  the 
care  and  custody  of  the  bo<^  and  manuscripts.  Received  in  1671. 
Imested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-half  per 

cent  Bond $4,000.00 

William  C.  Todd  Newspaper  Fund  —  Donation  by  WiLUAM  C  TODO. 
accepted  by  order  of  the  Gty  Council,  approved  October  30,  1897. 
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tli»  income  to  be  at  least  two  thousand  dollars  a  year,  to  be  ex- 
pended by  the  Library  Trustees  for  newspapers  of  this  and  other 
countries. 
IrtPesUd  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  $50,000.00 

Townsend  Fund  —  Donation  from  William  Minot  and  William  Minot. 
Jr.,  executors  of  the  will  of  Mary  P.  ToWNSEND.  of  Boston,  at 
whose  disposal  she  left  a  certain  portion  of  her  estate  in  trust  for  such 
charitable  and  public  institutions  as  they  might  think  meritorious. 
Said  executors  accordingly  selected  the  Public  Library  of  the  City 
of  Boston  as  one  of  such  institutions,  and  attached  the  following  con- 
ditions to  the  legacy:  "The  income  only  shall,  in  each  and  every 
year,  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  use  of  the  Hbrary ; 
each  of  which  books  shall  have  been  published  in  some  one  edition 
at  least  live  years  at  the  time  it  may 'be  so  purchased.'*  Received  in 
1879. 
Imtiitd  in  City  of  Boston  Three  and  one-half  per 

cent  Bond $4,000.00 

Treadwell  Fund  —  By  the  will  of  the  late  Daniel  Treadwell.  of 
Cambridge,  late  Rumford  Professor  in  Harvard  College,  who  died 
February  27,  1872,  he  left  the  residue  of  his  estate,  after  payment 
of  debts,  legacies,  etc.,  in  trust  to  his  executors,  to  hold  during  the 
life  of  his  wife  for  her  benefit,  and  after  her  decease  to  divide  the 
residue  then  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees,  as  therein  pro- 
vided, and  convey  one-fifth  part  thereof  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Public 
Library  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

By  order  of  the  City  Council,  approved  May  17,  1 872,  said  bequest 
was  accepted  and  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  authorized  to 
receive  the  same  and  invest  it  in  the  City  of  Boston  Bonds,  income 

.       .  of  which  is  to  be  expended  by  said  Trustees  in  such  manner  as  they 
may  deem  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Library. 
ItVftsled  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-half  per 

cent   Bond $1,000.00 

City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-quarter  per  cent  Bonds  3. 1 00.00 

City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds.  .       •  9,850.00 

Cash  in  City  Treasury,  December  31,  1926  .       .  37.69 

$13,987.69 

Tufto  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Nathan  A.  TuFTS,  of  Charlestown,  to  be 
known  as  the  "Nathan  A.  Tufts  Fund,**  the  income  to  be  applied 
at  all  times  to  the  purchase  of  books  and  other  additions  to  the  Hbrary 
to  be  placed  in  the  Charlestown  Branch.     Received  in  1906. 
Inpesied  in  City  of  Boston  Three  and  one-half  per 

cent  Bonds $10,100.00 

Cash  in  City  Treasury,  December  31,  1926.  31.77 

$10,131.77 
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Twentieth  Regiment  Memorial  Fund  —  DonatioD  on  account  of  the 

Twentieth  Regiment  Memorial  Fund*  the  income  lo  be  uied 

for  the  purchase  of  books  of  a  military  and  patriotic  character,  to  be 
placed  in  the  alcove  appropriated  as  a  memorial  to  the  Twentiedi 
Regiment.    Received  in  1897. 
Irtpesiei  in  Gty  of  Boston  Four  and  one-quarter  per 

cent  Bond $5,000.00 

Wales  Fund  —  Extract  from  the  will  of  George  C.  Wales: 

"After  the  foregoing  bequests  I  direct  diat  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
dollars  be  paid  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  die  Gty  of 
Boston,  the  same  to  be  held,  managed  and  invested  by  diem*  to  as 
to  produce  aki  income,  and  die  said  income  to  be  applied  to  the  pur- 
-chase  of  such  books  for  said  Library  as  diey  may  deem  best**  Re- 
ceived in  1918. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-quarter  per 

cent  Bond $5,000.00 

MeUtable  C.  C.  Wilson  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Mehitable  C.  C  Wil- 
son, the  income  to  be  expended  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  the 
Boston  Public  Library.     Received  in  1913. 
Inpesied  in  Gty  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds  $1 ,000.00 

Whitney  Funds  —  Bequests  of  James  Lyman  Whitney,  who  died  Sep- 
tember 25.   1910. 

AKce  Lincoln  Whitney  Fund  —  The  twelfth  clause  of  his  will  di- 
rected that:  One-tenth  of  said  remaining  mcome  of  the  principal 
fund.  I  direct  to  be  paid  to  the  Trustees  of  die  Public  Library  of  dx 
Gty  of  Boston,  to  be  held  and  accumulated  by  said  Trustees  and 
perman^dy  invested  and  re-invested.  The  first  five  diousand  dollan 
of  income  so  accumulated,  including  die  income  thereon  arising  during 
the  period  of  accumulation.  I  request  to  be  funded  in  the  name  of 
my  sister.  Alice  Lincoln  Whitney,  and  the  income  of  said  fund  after 
its  accumulation  or  so  much  of  said  income  as  may  be  required,  to 
be  paid  to  such  employees  of  the  said  Library,  who  are  sick  and  in 
need  of  help,  as  die  Trustees  may  in  their  discretion  deem  most 
wordiy  (there  are  often  such  cases).  Any  amount  of  income  from 
said  accumulated  fund  not  needed  for  the  purpose  just  mentioiied 
shall  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books  and  manuscripts. 
Imested  in  Gty  of  Boston  Five  per  cent  Bond  $    500.00 

Gty  of  Boston  Four  and  one-quarter  per  cent  Bond  1 ,000.00 

Gty  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds.        •        •       •  3,500.00 

$5,000.00 
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James  Lyman  Whitney  Fund  —  The  Alice  Lincoln  Whitney  Fund 
hanng  been  estabKahed,  all  amounts  of  income  of  die  principal  fund 
paid  to  said  Trustees,  after  the  accumulation  of  said  fund  of  five 
diousand  dollars  shall  be  held  as  the  James  Lyman  Whitney  Fund, 
and  invested  and  re-invested  and  the  income  used  in  equal  shares, 
one  share  for  the  purchase  of  rare  and  expensive  books,  and  one  share 
for  die  purchase  and  care  of  manuscripts;  one  half  at  least  of  die 
share  devoted  to  manufcripts  to  be  expended  for  their  cataloguing 
and  proper  care. 

Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-half  per 
cent  Bonds  

Gty  of  Boston  Four  and  one^uarter  per  cent  Bonds 
Gly  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds  .... 
Cash  in  City  Treasury,  December  31 ,  1926  . 


$1,200.00 

2.000.00 

8.900.00 

29.85 


$12,129.85 

b  addition  to  die  above  Mr.  Whitney  created  a  trust,  directing  diat 
of  the  net  income  seven  hundred  dcJlars  a  year  be  paid  to  the  Trustees 
of  the  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  be  expended  on 
bibKografJiic  work  for  the  benefit  of  die  Library. 
Central  Library  Building  Fund  —  Donations  in  response  to  an  appeal  by 
the  Trustees  in  Apiil,  1925.  setting  forth  the  needs  of  die  Library, 
from 

Percy  Lee  Adierton $  25.00 

WilBam  York  Peters 25.00 

John  T.  Spaulding 100.00 

Inptsiei  in  Gty  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  .        .  $  1 50.00 

Donabons  —  Besides  the  preceding,  the  following  donations  have  been 
made  to  the  Public  Library,  and  the  amounts  have  been  appro- 
priated for  the  purchase  of  books,  according  to  the  intention  of  die 
donors,  vi2. : 
J.  Ingersoll  Bowdifech 
Samuel  Appleton,  late  of  Boston* 
Sally  tnman  Kast  Shepard  . 
James  Brown,  late  of  Cambridge  . 
Andrew  Carnegie 
Nathaniel  L  Bowditch  . 
James  Nightingale  .... 
Dorchester  and  Milton  Circulating  Library,  for  the 
benefit  of  die  Dorchester  Branch  Library  . 


$6,800.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 
500.00 
980.75 
200.00 
100.00 


335.13 
$10,915.88 
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RECAPITULATION  OF  PUBUC  LIBRARY  TRUST  FUNDS. 

Artz  Fund  •  .,....$  10,000.00 

Balet  Faml <        .        .        <  50.000.00 

Bigelow  Fund                   .  1,000.00 

Robert  Charles  Billings  Fund 100.000.00 

BowditcK  Fund 10.000.00 

Bradlee  Fund .1 .000.00 

loteph  H.  Center  Fund 59,543.14 

Central  Library  Building  Fund 150.00 

Children^  Fund      .         .        .         ; 103.117.74 

Clement  Fund                                    2,000.00 

Henry  Sargent  Codman  Memorial  Fund  2354.41 

CttMer  Fund     .        .        .     '  .        .                 .         '.  4J40.00 

Elizabeth  Fund «        «  25,000.00 

Daniel  Sharp  Ford  Fund 6,000.00 

Franklin  Club  Fund                 1.000.00 

Isabella  Stewart  Gardner  Fund 5.000.00 

Morris  Gest  Fund 2.652.50 

Green  Fund *.*  lOOO.OO 

Charlotte  Harria  Fund            .........  laOOO.OO 

Thomas  B.  Harria  Fund          . 1,000.00 

Hyde  Fund 3,632.40 

David  P.  Kimball  Fund                  10.000.00 

Louis  E.  Kirttetn  Fund         .        •       .       «       .       .  2jOOOX)0 

Arthur  Mason  Knapp  Fund 10.000.00 

Abbott  Lawrence  Fund 10.000.00 

Edward  Lawrence  Fund t    .     •     .   •  500.00 

Mrs.  John  A.  Lewis  Fund .  5.00000 

Charles  Greely  Loring  Memorial  Fund   .                 •        •                 .    •    .  500.00 

Charles  Mead  Fund 2.500.00 

The  Oakland  Hall  Trust  Fund                                 11.781.44 

lohn  Boyle  O'Reilly    Fund    .        . «  1.000.00 

Phillips  Fund                           30.000.00 

Pierce  Fund 5.000.00 

Sarah  £.  Pratt  Fund .        .  1.464.30 

John  Singer  Sargient  Fund       .                                 •  3.658.24 

Scholfield  Fund 61300.00 

Sewall  Fund            .  25.000.00 

Skinner  Fund 51.732.14 

South  Boston  Branch  Library  Trust  Fund    '  .      <  .'                         .      ^.  100.00 

Mary  Ehzabath  Siewart  Fund                           .'        •        .        .*        .  3.500.00 

Ticknor  Fund 4.000.00 

William  C.  Todd  Newspaper  Fund iO.000.00 

ToMrnsend  Fund 4.000.00 

TieadWell  Fund 13.987.^ 

Nathaft  A.  Tufto  Fund 10.131.77 

Twentieth  Regiment  Memorial  Fund 5.000.00 

Wales  Fund 5.000.00 

MehitAble  C.  C  Wilson  Fund                         LOOOjOO 

Alice.  Lincoln  Whitney  Fund 5.000.00 

James  Lyman  Whitney  Fund 12,12935 

$726.07532 
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EXAMINING  COMMITTEE. 

The  Trustees  gratefully  acknowledge  riie  assistance  rendered 
by  the  Elxafliinmg  Committee  of  the  year.  Tbfe  recommendations 
of  this  C<Mnmittee  are  of  real  value  and  haiw  received  careful 
attentioD.    The  Committee  consisted  of  the  following  perscHis: 

Miss  Ama  M.  Bancroft.  Mr.  HoIIis  French. 

Prof.  E.  Charlton  Black.  Mr.  Lee  M.  Friedman. 

Mr.  Jeffrey  R.  Brackett  Mr.  Francis  L  Higginson. 

Mr.  W.  Irving  Bullard.  Mr.  David  H.  Ho%^e. 

Mr.  Heiman  L^  Bush.  Mr.  Henry  Lewis  Johnson. 

Mr.  Sidney  S.  Conrad.  Mr.  Jacob  J.  ICaplan. 

Prof.  Archibald  C.  CooGdge.  Mr.  John  C.  Kiley. 

Mr.  Charles  P.  Curtis,  Jr.  Gen.  Edward  L.  Logan. 

Mr.  WiHiam  J.  Davidson.  Mr.  Francis  P.  O'Connor. 

Prof.  Arthur  S.  Dewing.  Rev.  Lyman  V.  Rutledge. 

Mr.  CEflmi  H.  Dwinnell.  Mr.  Samuel  Sigilman. 

Mr.  Francis  W.  Fabyan.  Prof.  H.  W,  Tyler. 

Mr.  John  L  Fitzgerald.  Mrs.  Barrett  Wendell. 

Their  rqxxrt  is  appended  to  dus  report. 

CONCLUSION. 

» 

Again,  in  closing,  the  Boaid  notes  with  pleasure  and  ap- 
preciation the .  effectiveness  of  the  Director  and  his  corps  of 
assistants  m  the  mtelligent  administraticHi  of  the  Library  and 
its  branches.  Ovmg  to  their  loyal  and  faithful  service,  the 
affairs  of  the  Library  have  moved  smoothly  and  well  during 
the  year.  We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  commend  the  substantially 
excellence  of  thek  work. 

Guy  W.  Currier 
Arthur  T.  Connolly 
Louis  El.  Kirstein 
Gordon  Abbott 
WiLUAM  A.  Gaston 


m  * 


BALANCE  SHEET.  RECEIPTS  AND 
Dr. 

Central  Library  AND  Branches) 

To  expenditures  for    ^ 

Permaaeiit  eiiiplo3rees'  (excluttire  of  PriaHng  and 

Bindiiig  Deptftmenli)    •                                        .  $4ia946i4l 

Temporary  empioyeet        .-?-....  175,947^ 

$614,894.30 

Service  other  than  penonal 

Contract  vrork  (outside)                                                 •  319.84 

Advertising                                                             •        .  -          50.00 

Transportation  of  persons                                             •  '    59S.52 

CarUge  pmd  freigiit 12239.36 

Lis^t  and  Power 15,129.07 

Rent,  taxes  and  water 17386.30 

Surety  boad  and  inaurance 1533 

ConununicatioB                  ^        •    '    •        -        »  2»54D.43 

Cleaning  towels,  efci                          ^                 »        .  1,335.64 

Removal  of  snow 571.75 

Medical                                      16.67 

Expert  3,442.99 

Fees 1^6.10 

General  Plant  Repairs 40.497.79 

94.7W.01 

To  expenditure  for  equipment 

Machinery 209.92 

Motorless  vehicles 105.95 

Furniture  and  fillings 7,917.45 

Office 971.36 

Books: 

City  appropriation  $113,76836 

Trust  funds  ineomc  26,70728 

less  transfer  to 

Lcmdon  account                    5,000.00       21,70728  135.475.64 
Newspapers: 

City  appropriation  •        •        •  902.17 

Todd  fund    .  .        .  2.182.92 

3/)85JW 

Periodicals     .                        ...        .        .        .  10.747.17 

Photographs 854.02 

Tools  and  instrumento                       . .  '    •        •.  LI44.15 

General  plant  equipment 3.181.11 

—      163.691  A> 

To  expenditures  for  supplies: 

Office .       .        .  7,503.67 

Food  and  ice         .......  458.94 

Fuel       .        . 21,11639 

Forage  for  animals 28.10 

Medical          •.       .  .     •                          •        •  ^^'^ 

Laundry,  cleaning,  toilet 1.929.67 

Agricultural 60.45 

Chemicals  and  disinfectants    .         .         .  81.1  T 

Genera]  plant  supplies 3.022.56 

34212.48 

Cornel/  forward $907,567.^5 


im 


EXPENSES.  DECEMBER  3  U  1926 


Cr. 


By  City  Appropriation  1926     .... 

laoottie  Iron  Trust  Fuiidt 

Income  from  James  L.  Whitney  Bibliographic  account 
Interest  on  dieposit'in  London  ..... 
Transfer  lo  Cilf  appropriation,  London  account 

By  Balances  Brought  Forward  from  1925: 
Trust  funds  iiiDome,  City  Treasurer   •  56,722.87 

plus  omission  iii  1925  reiwrt  .  10.00 

Trust  funds  income  on  deposit  in  London  . 
City  appropriation  on  deposit  in  London  • 
James  L.  WhitMy  Bibliographic  account  , 
Library  Building  Addition,  equipping  and  furnishing  . 


$1,000,961.00 

26,117.26 

TOOjOO 

182M 

.  4.00OJ0O 


$1,031,961.06 


56.732.87 
3.392.67 
3.441.92 
5.73633 

11.79939 


61.105.18 


\ 


Carried  forward 


$1,113,066.26 
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BALANCE  SHEET.  RECEIPTS  AND 


Or. 


Broughi  fcrward. 
To  expcndilnte  for  material: 
Electrical 
General  plaal 


Special  item: 
Pdmon 


Binding  Department: 
Salaries 
Slock 
Equipment 

Light  (Gat  for  healing) 
Freight 
Repairs 
Ice  and  small  supplies 


Pmnting  Defartment: 

Salaries 

Slock 

Equipment.  .  .  .  . 
Light  (Gas  for  healing) 

Repairs 

Outside  work  .... 
Material,  ice  and  small  supplies 
Insurance 


335222 
9.941  J6 


663.50 


52.583.15 

5255.1 1 

245.53 

4ail6 

3M 

40.85 

48M 


12.127.72 

3348.45 

5.71 1  j89 

3327 

Iia38 

226.08 

44.44 

35.10 


To  Amount  Paid  into  Cmr  Treasury: 

From  fines 

Sales  of  catalogues,  bulletins  and  Ksls 
Commission  on  telephone  stations 
Pajrmento  for  lost  books 
Sale  of  waste  paper  . 
Interest  on  deposit 
Refund  on  contract    . 


To  Balance.  December  31,  1926: 
Trust  funds  income  on  deporit  in  London 
City  appropriation  on  deposit  in  London 
Trust  funcb  income.  Cily  Treasury    . 
James  L.  Whitney  Bibliographic  account 
Interest  on  deposit  in  Londoa    . 


Balance  Unexpended: 

General  appropriation 

Special  appropriation,  Libraifr  Building  Addition 


17.620.89 
9867 
578.57 
I.I51.M 
97.44 
36.49 
15.48 


4j040.16 

6.443.50 

58.034.16 

6.438.33 

182M 


24.057.56 
1I.799J9 


wmxiid 


I3J917I 


863  JO 


58226.10 


21.6373) 


19.599.44 


75.llp.95 


353S(l95 


«*i*- 


*M32.fiUJ0 
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EXPENSES.  DECEMBER  31.  1926 


Brought  fcrtfcfd  .... 
By  Receipts: 
From  fines  ,..••• 
Sales  of  catalogues,  buUetins  and  listo  . 
Commiision   on  telephone  stations 
Pasrments    for   lost   books    . 
Sale  of  waste  paper  .     .  i       .• 
Interest    on    deposit    .... 
Refund  on  contract     .... 


Cr. 

$1,113,066.26 


17.620^9 
98.67 
578.57 
1.151.90 
97.44 
36.49 
15.48 


19.599.44 


$1,132,685.70 


REPORT  OF  THE  EXAMINING  COMMITTEE. 

To  THE  Trustees  of  the  Pubuc  Library 
OF  THE  Cmr  OF  Boston. 

Gentlemen : 

The  Elxamining  G>inmittee  takes  pleasure  in  submittiiig  its 
Report  for  the  year  ending  January  31,  1927. 

INTRODUCTION 

The  Examining  Committee  as  constituted  this  year  has  the 
advantage  of  the  course  recently  adopted  of  continumg  some 
members  from  the  preceding  year.  These  members  have 
brought  to  this  Committee  an  understanding  of  some  of  the 
great  problems  of  the  Public  Library  and  its  administratioii, 
while  those  serving  their  first  term  have  taken  active  mteresi  m 
the  various  duties  of  this  Committee. 

The  Elxamming  Committee  this  year  consisted  of  twenty- 
six  members*  each  having  some  definite  interest  or  quahfications 
for  examining  and  advising  on  different  functions  of  the  Boston 
Public  Library.  The  Committee  was  divided  into  the  follow- 
ing Sub-Conunittees : 

Administration  and  Finance. 

Buildings  and  Equipment. 

Branches. 

Printing  and  Binding. 

Special  Lfbraries. 

Children's  Department  and  Work  with  Schools. 

Each  Sub-Committee  consisted  of  three  or  more  memben 

with  the  exception  of  the  one  oa  Branches.    The  work  of  this 

Committee  is  so  definitely  a  part  of  the  main  purpose  of  an 

advisory  committee  for  the  examination  and  report  upon  the 
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conditi<m  of  property  that  all  members  of  the  Examinmg  Comr 
mittees  were  assigned  to  the  examination  of  various  groups  of 
the  thirty-one  branches.  This  course  resulted  in  many  visits 
and  the  careful  examination  of  the  condition  and  work  of  every 
branch. 

The  detailed  reports  of  the  Sub-Committees  are  submitted  for 
your  consideration.  While  recognizing  that  the  function  of  die 
Elxamining  G>mmittee  is  entirely  advisory,  its  members  are  fully 
appreciative  of  the  great  service  being  rendered  by  the  Boston 
Public  Library  and  feel  strongly  the  need  of  co-operative  effort 
to  properly  maintain  and  extend  the  buildings  and  equipment  of 
this  highly  important  civic  department. 

ADMINISTRATION  AND  FINANCE 

In  the  q[>inion  of  the  Committee  the  amounts  allowed  for 
various  purposes  have  been  economically  expended*  and  al- 
though certain  needed  repairs  have  been  made,  the  amount  of 
money  appropriated  for  the  physical  upkeep  of  the  main  library 
has  not  been  sufficient  to  put  this  beautiful  building  in  the  con- 
dition which  its  importance  in  the  community  warrants,  to  en- 
able it  to  give  the  service  to  the  citizens  of  die  City  of  Boston 
to  which  they  are  entitled. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  appropriation  to  be  asked  for  by  the 
Trustees  for  repairs  and  improvements  will  be  granted. 

Your  Committee  also  wishes  to  repeat  the  recommendation 
of  the  Committee  appointed  last  year,  that  efforts  be  made  to 
obtain  further  endowment  funds  for  the  Library.  The  Library 
is  sadly  lacking  in  this  respect.  In  this  great  educational  centre, 
where  50,000  students  this  year  have  made  use  of  the  Library's 
facilities,  it  would  seem  to  the  Committee  that  if  the  financial 
needs  of  the  Library  could  be  brought  before  the  people  of  Bos- 
ton and  its  environs  in  a  forceful  way  financial  interest  would  be 
awakened  and  contributions  follow. 

BUILDINGS  AND  EQUIPMENT 

Though  the  physical  condition  of  the  Copley  Square  Building 
has  been  much  improved  in  the  last  year  or  two,  there  still  re- 
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mains  a  good  deal  to  be  done  to  bring  back  this  building  to  a 
prc^r  ccmdition* 

The  principal  change  needed  is  the  re-arrangement  of  tfie 
present  Music  Room,  the  Barton^Ticknor  Room  and  die  long 
North  Gallery.  The  needs  of  a  proper  Treasure  Room  have  long 
been  felt,  and  the  Trustees  have  wisely  decided  to  adapt  the 
Music  Room  for  a  Treasure  Room  where  the  priceless  books 
owned  by  the  Library  can  be  kept  and  pr<q>erly  viewed.  ' 

The  changes  required  in  the  building  are  of  a  very  serious 
nature  to  accomplish  this  result  and  to  rearrange  die  Barton* 
Ticknor  Room  and  the  North  Gallery,  but  the  results  are  most 
important  and  are  worth  the  expenditure  of  money  which  it  is 
hoped  can  be  arranged  on  the  basis  of  a  bond  issue  by  die  City. 

The  Committee  recommends  stressing  the  policy  of  building 
branches  as  separate  units  under  the  control  of  the  Trustees, 
where  such  branches  have  proved  themselves  to  be  successful  in 
localities  at  die  present  time  served  throuj^  leased  quarters. 
Efforts  should  be  made  to  interest  the  Mayor  and  officials  in 
this  policy,  for  it  is  believed  that  only  by  carrying  it  out  will  die 
problem  of  die  branches  be  properly  solved.  In  such  localities 
as  Allstcm,  Mt  Bowdoin,  Andrew  Square,  Boylston  Station 
and  other  places  where  the  branches  have  proved  their  great 
value  to  the  public,  efforts  should  now  be  made  to  provide  library 
service  in  permanent  and  satisfactory  form  by  means  of  modem 
buildings. 

BRANCHES 

m  Chains™  «.d  n,«»b.r.  of  Ai,  C«n«u««  «crf«d  „»d, 
assistance  from  die  Supervisor  of  Branches,  attending  a  Staff 
Meeting  of  the  Librarians,  and  were  given  every  opportuni^ 
of  examining  the  conditions  and  workings  of  the  branches. 

The  natural  tendency  in  persons  making  a  visit,  perhaps  their 
first  visit,  to  a  library  is  to  notice  the  things  which  are  readily 
seen.  Therefore  we  would  stress,  in  beginning,  one  part  of  tiie 
system  of  branch  libraries  which,  centering  at  the  Central  li- 
brary, is  basic  to  all  the  system  —  the  recent  development  of 
regular  training  of  the  large  staff,  for  a  higher  grade  personnel  in 
the  branches.    For  the  librarians  and  their  assistants  —  as  hos* 
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tesses,  as  interpreters  of  books  and  of  the  needs  of  individttal 
readers  —  can  largely  make  or  break  die  full  usefulness  of  a 
library. 

The  following  definite  suggestions  are  made,  looking  towards 
needed  improvements  in  the  branches.  First,  a  few  general 
statements  of  ideals  to  be  set  up  and  approached  as  fast  as  is 
possible.  The  management  and  die  use  of  libraries  are 
bettered  when  they  are  housed  in  buildings  which  are  used  ex- 
clusively for  libraries  and  whose  care,  heating,  etc,  are  thus 
controlled  by  the  Library  department.  Some  branches  are  under 
halls  used  for  gymnasia  and  meetings,  with  much  noise  and 
jarring  therefrom. 

There  is  the  usual  request  for  more  new  books,  at  the  time 
when  persons  are  asking  for  them. 

Most  important,  the  Committee  urges  the  Trustees  diat  diey 
formulate  and  follow  up  a  definite  policy  to  replace  present 
rented  quarters  with  adequate  buildings  owned  by  the  City. 

PRINTING  AND  BINDING 

The  Printing  Department  is  running  to  its  full  capacity,  with 
a  considerable  volume  of  work  ahead.  No  immediate  changes 
in  equipment  or  conduct  are  considered  necessary. 

The  Binding  Department  has  to  do  a  large  amount  of  re* 
inforcement  of  new  books,  as  well  as  the  re-binding  of  old.  The 
sewing  madiine  added  a  few  years  ago  has  greatly  increased  the 
output  of  this  department  and  an  application  has  been  made  for 
another  machine  of  this  kind.  The  Examining  Committee  ap- 
proves of  this  request  as  being  a  desirable  addition. 

The  advantages  of  new  equipment  and  improved  methods 
are  shown  by  double  the  number  of  books  boimd  now  over 
that  often  years  ago  with  a  less  number  of  employees.  The  Com- 
mittee commends  the  Printing  and  Binding  Departments  as 
being  important  factors  in  die  conduct  of  the  Library. 

SPECIAL  LIBRARIES 

Your  Sub^Committee  reiterates  the  rec(Mnmendation  made 
last  year  diat  steel  stacks  be  installed  in  the  ^'Barton-Ticknor 
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Gallery  for  added  space  to  acoxninodate  the  music  and  pre- 
sent special  collections.  The  use  of  steel  stacks  would  add 
greatly  to  the  capacity,  safety  and  cleanliness/* 

Mention  has  been  made  of  the  desirability  of  converting  the 
present  Music  Room  into  a  specially  protected  and  fire-procrf 
room  for  the  storage  and  exhibition  of  the  more  valuable  hocks. 
This  is  something  which  should  be  dcme  as  soon  as  possible*  in 
order  to  safeguard  the  Library*s  treasures  and  to  permit  the 
rearrangement  of  the  different  departments  of  the  Special  Li- 
braries. 

The  Sub-Committee  also  rectMnmends  that  die  repainting  be 
continued  with  due  consideration  for  the  season  of  the  year  and 
the  use  required  of  the  different  departments.  Certain  mem- 
bers of  the  Sub-Commitee  have  noticed  the  evidence  of  leaks 
from  the  roof  coming  down  inside  onto  the  stacks  and  cannot 
refrain  fr(Mn  expressing  their  amazement  that  the  Library  should 
not  have  been  placed  in  position  to  protect  its  books,  to  house 
which  was  the  sole  purpose  of  its  being  built 

The  Sub-Committee  believes  that  the  resources  of  the  Special 
Libraries  should  be  much  better  known  to  the  citizens  and  that 
continued  plans  should  be  taken  to  secure  increased  utilization 
through  appropriate  publicity.  As  a  step  in  this  direction  it  is 
recommended  that  the  Trustees  consider  the  possible  appoint* 
ment  of  honorary  visiting  committees  on  some  of  the  ^>ecial 
libraries.  A  small  group  of  interested  specialists  co-operating 
with  the  library  staff  should  be  able  to  facilitate  desirable  con- 
tacts with  the  students  and  teachers  in  the  field.  This  would 
be  a  simple  extension  of  existing  procedure. 

This  is  the  first  time  that  several  members  of  the  Sub-Com- 
mittee have  had  any  occasion  to  observe  the  condition  of  the 
Library,  beyond  perhaps  the  main  staircase.  They  have  been 
amazed  and  shocked  at  the  condition  diat  the  Library  has  been 
allowed  to  drift  into,  not  in  any  way  through  the  fault  of  the 
staff,  but  through  lack  of  funds  for  adequate  maintenance.  Our 
Public  Library  is  probably  the  best  known  asset,  the  world 
over,  that  the  City  of  Boston  has.  It  is  one  of  the  famous 
libraries  of  the  world.     The  building  is  noted  for  its  beauty 
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and  its  soUd  construction.  It  has  been  allowed  to  run  down  in 
a  most  deplorable  fashnxi.  It  seems  a  pity  and  almost  criminal 
that  an  instituion  of  this  character,  belonging  to  all  the  citizens 
of  Boston,  should  be  treated  in  this  manner. 

children's  department  and  work  with  schools 

The  Sub-Committee  finds  that  suggestions  made  by  the  pre^ 
vious  c(Mnmittee  have  been  carried  out  in  so  far  as  possible,  but 
that  much  remains  to  be  done  and  again  the  emphasis  falls  on 
increase  of  appropriations  for  this  department.  Juvenile  work 
has  not  come  to  its  own,  but  has  made  such  advance  as  to  prove 
its  value  and  importance. 

The  Committee  recommends: 

« 

1.  Trained  children's  librarians  in  all  branches. 

2.  Increased  facilities  for  children's  use  of  the  library. 

3.  Fur^er  co-operation  between  library  and  schools. 

The  fact  diat  children  throng  to  the  branches,  in  twenty  out 
of  thirty-one  cases  outnumbering  the  adults,  is  significant.  It 
calls  for  a  careful  study  of  the  situaticHi  with  a  view  to  the 
needs,  welfare  and  future  interests  of  the  child.  If  he  comes 
to  a  neat,  attractive  room  with  chairs,  tables,  lights  and  shelves 
adapted  to  his  needs,  and  finds  there  a  librarian  trained  to  guide 
his  reading,  he  will  steadily  advance  towards  the  best  habitual 
use  of  the  library  in  years  of  maturity. 

Hie  story-^telling  hour  in  branches  and  in  schools  is  highly 
commended  for  its  value  as  an  introduction  to  good  reading 
and  as  an  aid  to  teachers,  particularly  in  Engli^,  history  and 
art 

Library  and  school  co-qperation  is  developing  rapidly,  but 
again  progress  is  limited  by  lack  of  resources.  Branch  li- 
braries in  high  schools  are  bein^  tried  out.  Consignment  of 
library  books  to  public  schools  has  proved  serviceable,  but  more 
books  and  space  are  needed. 

The  Committee  notes  with  pleasure  the  growing  interest  taken 
by  all  in  the  children's  use  of  the  Library.  Teachers  and 
librarians  are  particularly  to  be  commended  in  the  many  in- 
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stances  where  they  are  working  with  restricted  means,  often  at 
great  personal  sacrifice*  for  the  sheer  pleasure  of  meeting  die 
eager  desire  of  young  readers.  School  and  Library  authorities 
in  turn  seem  to  be  domg  all  in  their  power  to  help,  but  die 
public  remains  uninformed  and  indifferent  The  closmg  sug- 
gestion is  accordingly  that  special  publicity  be  given  to  the  needs 
of  children.  A  special  endowment  might  be  created  for  the 
advancement  of  Children's  Library  work  in  Boston. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The  Committee  as  a  whole  wishes  to  emphasize  the  urgent 
need  of  remedying  some  of  the  conditions  which  have  been 
found  to  exist 

1.  The  necessity  of  continuing  the  allotment  of  funds,  as  in 

the  last  two  years,  for  the  repairs  of  the  roof  and  electric 
lighting  system,  and  for  painting  in  the  Central  Library. 

2.  The  urgency  of  obtaining  better  quarters  for  some  of  die 

branches,  with  the  general  policy  of  individual  bmld' 
ings  adequate  to  the  future  needs  of  the  rapidly  growing 
sections  of  the  city. 

3.  The  plan  of  co-operation  with  the  Library  of  the  School 

of  Business  Administration  of  Harvard  University  in  the 
establishment  of  a  Business  Reference  Library  is  com- 
mended as  offering  an  important  service  to  the  busmess 
interests  of  this  commimity. 

4.  The  safe-guarding  of  the  manuscript  and  book  treasures 

in  a  fire-proof  location  known  as  the  Treasure  Room  b 
an  imperative  need,  requiring  special  funds. 

5.  The  publication  of  the  Bulletin  in  enlarged  form  under 

the  title  *'More  Books**  provides  excellent  information 
about  the  libraries  and  new  books.  Still  greater  pub- 
licity is  needed  in  order  that  the  citizens  of  Boston  may 
understand  more  fully  the  great  services  rendered  by 
the  Library  in  educational  work  and  as  a  cidtural  8e^ 
vice  to  the  City  as  a  whole  throus^  ^^  Central  Libraiy 
and  thirty-one  branches. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

The  Committee  extends  its  thanks  to  the  Director  and  Statf 
for  the  full  co-operation  extended  in  examination  of  the  Library 
and  its  conduct  The  insic^t  afforded  into  the  affairs  of  this 
great  institution  cannot  fail  to  produce  a  permanent  appreciation 
and  the  desire  that  its  urgent  needs  in  maintenance,  extension 
and  endowment  be  more  widely  known. 

Adopted  as  the  Report  of  the  Elxamining  Committee* 
February  25.  1927. 


REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTOR. 
To  THE  Board  of  Trustees  : 

I  respectfully  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  Decem- 
ber 3K  1926. 

THE  PROGRESS  OF  THE  YEAR. 

Although  the  past  year  was  unmarked  by  any  event  of 
striking  significance  in  the  administration  of  the  Library*  die 
home  circulation  of  books,  as  noted  below,  showed  a  sturdy 
growth,  while  the  increase  in  the  use  of  reference  material  m 
the  central  building  and  in  the  thirty-one  branches,  of  which  no 
record  is  kept,  was  normal  and  in  volume  most  encouraging. 
The  chief  and  outstanding  complaint  of  the  users  of  the  Library 
system  is  that  they  are  unable  to  obtain  the  required  book  when 
called  for.  an  evidence  of  the  well-known  fact  diat  the  Library 
is  still  unable  to  buy  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  of  a  new  book 
to  meet  the  reasonable  demand  for  it 

Many  repairs  of  both  major  and  minor  moment  have  been 
accomplished  during  1926.  The  ventilating  system  of  the  Li- 
brary has  been  re-established  and  put  in  good  repair,  and  now 
includes  an  efficient  air-washing  equipment.  The  book  railway 
system  has  been  completely  over-hauled,  and  the  railways  in 
the  six  floors  of  stacks  are  now  in  satisfactory  operation.  The 
Central  Library  boilers  have  all  been  re-tubed  with  new  drain 
valves.  An  automatic  oiling  system  has  been  installed  in  die 
power  plant.  Major.repairs  on  the  roof  of  the  Central  Building 
have  begun.  The  statistical  department,  the  lecture  hall,  the 
map  room,  the  central  branch  department,  and  the  exhibit  room 
in  the  Central  Library  have  all  been  cleaned  and  decorated. 
To  provide  for  the  increased  work  of  the  Central  Branch  De* 
partment.  a  mezzanine  floor  has  been  built.     Throughout  the 
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branch  system  necessary  repairs,  painting,  and  equipment,  have 
been  carried  out.  The  East  Boston  Branch  Library  has  been 
re-painted  inside  and  out,  and  repairs  made  to  the  parapet  walls. 
Major  repairs,  including  the  painting  of  the  exterior  wood-work 
have  been  acc<Mnplished  at  the  Wert  End  Branch.  After  thirty 
years  of  service,  the  four  large  ornate  groups  of  lanterns  in  front 
of  the  Central  Building  are  being  re-buik. 

On  Monday,  September  27,  1926,  the  Warren  Street  Branch 
gave  up  its  rented  quarters  and  occupied  the  fine  new  rooms 
e^jecially  provided  for  it  in  the  Memorial  High  School  Build- 
ing on  the  comer  of  Warren  and  Townsend  Streets,  Roxbury. 
This  is  the  only  branch  library  in  Boston  occupying  quarters 
in  a  school  building.  The  accommodations  are  ample  and  at" 
tractive,  and  it  will  be  most  interesting  to  watch  the  result 
of  dus  experiment  as  regards  the  use  of  the  branch  bodi  by  child- 
ren and  by  adults.  The  Fellowes  Athenaeum  Branch  was 
completely  remodeled  during  the  year;  and  additional  reading' 
room  space  was  provided  at  the  Lxnver  Mills  and  Mattapan 
Branches. 

In  March  die  Library  started  publication  of  a  monthly  bulletin 
under  a  new  name,  '*More  Books,**  and  in  a  new  form.  This 
seems  to  be  meeting  the  need  of  the  public  for  a  classi- 
fied list  of  new  books  and  is  also  serving  to  bring  to  the  attention 
of  the  citizens  of  Boston  the  important  possessions  and  acqui- 
sitions of  the  Library,  as  well  as  its  needs. 

The  Library  has  been  especially  fortunate  in  being  able  to 
otfer,  in  conjunction  with  its  regular  lecture  course,  a  second 
series  of  chamber-music  concerts  through  the  courtesy  of  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Sprague  Coolidge.  They  have  been  eagerly  sought 
by  an  appreciative  group  of  people.  As  an  outcome  of  the  in- 
terest that  has  developed  from  the  course  of  lectures  on  the 
Symphcmy  Concert  Programs,  now  being  given  for  the  third  year, 
widi  a  total  registration  of  383,  the  Library  has  received  as  gifts, 
during  1926,  108  records  from  the  Victor  Talking  Machine 
Company,  47  records  from  the  General  Phonograph  Corporation, 
and  91  records  from  die  Columbia  Phcmograph  Company;  the 
latter  company  has  just  presented  to  the  Library  their  latest  Viva- 
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Toiial  phonograph.    TTie  records  are  of  the  type  of  compoolioiis 
played  during  die  year  by  the  Boston  Symphony  Orchestra. 

During  the  summer  months,  in  honor  of  the  anniversary  of 
the  American  Library  Association,  an  extensive  exhibition  was 
held  to  illustrate  library  progress  during  the  fifty  years  which 
have  passed  since  the  organization  of  the  Associaticm.  Not  only 
the  publications  of  the  national  association  and  its  development 
were  featured,  but  also  the  work  since  1 890  of  the  Board 
of  Free  Public  Library  Commissioners  of  the  Commonweahfa, 
of  which  the  Director  of  the  Boston  Library  is  Chairman.  The 
major  part  of  the  exhibit  was  naturally  given  to  the  growth  and 
work  of  the  Public  Library  of  the  Cky  of  Boston  and  its  branches 
since  1876.  The  exhibition  proved  most  attractive  and  gave 
pleasure  and  satisfaction  to  hosts  of  visitors.  A  descrqjtive 
pamphlet  was  issued  for  distribution,  entitled,  **A  Library  Ex- 
hibit, 1876-1 926." 

CIRCULATION  AND  ACCESSION  OF  BOOKS. 

In  the  past  year  the  total  circulation  of  books  was  3,499,137, 
a  gain  of  369,336  over  die  circulation  of  1 925.  This  does  not 
represent  the  net  gain,  however,  since  the  city  fiscal  year  of  1 925 
included  but  eleven  months.  For  a  twelve  mcMiths*  period  die 
gain  was  2 1 7,630.  The  total  circulation  through  the  branches, 
including  books  issued  horn  Central  Library  collections  on  bor- 
rowers* cards,  was  3,158,552.  Deposits  amounted  to  86,570 
volumes,  sent  to  326  agencies.  The  total  number  of  volumes 
sent  to  schools,  at  the  request  of  1,472  teachers,  was  56.818. 
Interlibrary  loans  amounting  to  1,830  volumes,  were  sent  to 
1 ,094  applicants ;  592  requests  were  regretfully  refused.  Direct 
home  circulation  from  the  Central  Library  was  340,585 »  a  gaio 
of  26,877  volumes  over  1925. 

There  were  31,693  new  registrations  and  38,021  renewals 
of  lapsed  privileges  during  1926,  making  a  total  of  69,714 
cards  added  during  the  year.  Borrowers  who  failed  to  renew 
their  cards  amounted  to  63,696.  On  December  31 ,  diere  was, 
therefore,  a  total  of  135,445  live  cards,  a  gain  of  6,018  over 
the  previous  year.    Teachers*  registration  ^owed  a  renewal  of 
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1400  cards  and  new  registrations  amounting  to  399;  diis  gives 
a  total  of  ]  »799  teachers*  cards  in  use.  Special  privilege  cards 
were  issued  to  638  persons  in  1926;  of  these  504  were  renewals 
and  1 54  new  cards. 

The  total  number  of  volumes  added  to  the  Library  collections 
in  1926  was  93»867»  acquired  as  follows:  80,146  by  purchase, 
10,772  by  gift,  38  by  exchange,  2,91 1  by  binding  periodical 
literature  and  serials.  Of  the  books  purchased,  12,71 1  volumes 
were  added  to  Central  Library  collections,  and  67»435  were 
placed  in  branch  libraries  and  in  the  Central  branch  deposit 
collection. 

The  total  amount  expended  for  accessions  by  purchase  was 
$  1 50, 1 6 1 .92.  For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Library,  &e 
current  city  appropriation  for  books,  periodicals,  pictures,  etc., 
reached  the  sum  of  $125,000.  In  1916  the  city  money  spent 
for  books,  periodicals,  etc.  was  $33,561.09,  with  which  26,426 
volumes,  2,731  periodicals,  and  other  material  were  bought 
The  question  mi{^t  well  be  asked  why  an  increase  in  the  book 
allowance  of  almost  three  hundred  per  cent  in  ten  years  is  in* 
sufficient  for  present-^lay  needs.  The  answer  is  that  in  diis  period 
the  Library  has  been  steadily  expanding,  and  that  new  branches, 
new  deposit  stations,  new  divisions  within  ^e  Central  Library 
all  take  their  toll  of  the  book  fund.  Reference  collections  have 
been  built  up  in  the  branches;  the  old  and  infrequently  used 
volumes  have  been  gradually  superseded  by  new  books  and  the 
Bates  Hall  collections  have  been  brous^t  up  to  date.  New 
developments  in  the  field  of  knowledge  in  recent  years — psy- 
chology, business  administration,  adult  education,  the  great 
expansion  in  the  realm  of  science— call  for  the  acquisition  of 
the  latest  books  and  periodicals  which  are  indiq>ensable  and 
which  make  large  inroads  on  the  book  money.  Books  wear  out 
and  their  replacement  -is  costly.  Fiction  at  $  1 .50  or  less  a  volume 
has  now  been  superseded  by  fiction  at  $2.00  or  more  a  volume. 
There  are  also  many  Ubliographical  activities  in  the  library 
world,  some  international  in  scope,  dependent  for  their  support 
on  the  large  libraries  which  will  be  chiefly  benefited  by  the  re- 
sulting publications,  and  die  book  fund  should  be  sufficient  to 
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pennrt  die  Library  to  contribute  its  share  toward  their  achieve- 
ment The  rapidly  caning  work  of  adult  education  places  a 
new  responsibiity  upon  the  Library,  if  it  is  to  play  its  essential 
part  in  helping  our  citizens  to  add  to  their  power  dirough  the 
use  of  books. 

The  increasing  appropriations  for  the  purchase  of  books  haTe 
scarcely  kept  pace  with  the  advancing  demands  upon  the  library; 
die  failure  of  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  endowment  of  the 
Library  from  private  sources  has  caused  it  to  lose  ground  in  the 
effort  to  maintain  its  foremost  place  among  the  scholarly  public 
libraries  of  the  country. 

A  general  accounting  shows  that  in  1926  the  branches  ab- 
sorbed $97,690.62  for  books,  periodicals  and  newspapers, 
including  $43,162.87  for  books  for  younger  readers.  The  re- 
maining $27,309.38  was  expended  for  the  Central  Library  for 
periodicals,  newspapers,  the  books  of  the  day  and,  as  far  as 
funds  permitted,  the  books  published  two  or  three  years  sbice, 
whose  importance  seems  assured  and  whose  purchase  was  either 
overlooked  or  deferred  at  the  time  of  issue. 

The  acquisitions  of  unusual  interest  and  importance  whidi 
are  noted  below  have  been  bought  with  the  income  from  trust 
funds. 

From  the  Clawson  sale  of  early  Elizabethan  and  Stuart  III 
ture  this  Library,  with  a  relatively  small  sum  at  its 
secured  six  bocks  which  are  distinct  addidons  to  the  Barton 
Library.  At  the  sale,  said  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  book  sales 
of  modem  dmes,  many  of  the  works  sold  at  prices  quite  beyond 
our  resources,  but  of  the  926  books  listed  in  the  catalogue,  about 
300,  including  eleven  of  die  diirteen  Shake^>eare  quartos, 
were  aliieady  possessed  by  the  Library.  The  tides  of  die  boob 
bought  are  as  follows: 

Massinger,  Philip.  Thomas  Middleton  and  William  Rowley.  The 
excellent  comedy,  called  The  old  law:  or  A  new  way  to  please  you. 
Together  with  an  exact- and  perfect  catalogue  of  all  the  playes,  wilii 
the  authors  names.    More  exacdy  printed  then  ever  before.     1 656. 

Niccols,  Richard.  The  three  nsters  teares.  Shed  at  die  late  solemne 
funerals  of  the  royall  deceased  Henry,  Prince  of  Wales.  Londcii: 
Printed  by  T.  S.  for  Richard  Redmer.     1613. 
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Quarles,  Francis.  Etoblemes  by  Fra:  Quarles.  Eograirec]  title  and  78 
engravings  by  Marshall  and  others.  London:  Printed  by  G.  M. 
and  sold  at  lohn  Marriots  shope.  1635.  The. first  edition,  second 
issue. 

Shirley,  Jam^.  Honoria  and  Mammon.  Whereunto  is  added  the  con- 
tention of  Ajax  and  Ulisses,  for  the  armour  of  Archilles.  As  it 
was  represented  by  young  gentlemen  of  quality  at  a  private  enter- 
tainment of  some  persons  of  honour.  Engraved  portrait  by 
Gaywood,  dated  1658.  London:  Printed  for  John  Crook. 
1659.     First  edition,  second  issue. 

Twyne.  Thomas.  The  schookmaster  or  teacher  of  table  phylosophie. 
A  most  pleasant  and  merie  companion,  well  worthy  to  be  welcomed. 
Black  letter.  Imprinted  at  London,  by  Richard  lohnes.  1583. 
First  edition. 

Wither,  George.  A  collection  of  emblemes,  ancient  and  moderne.  The 
first  booke.  With  the  second  booke,  the  third  booke,  and  the  fourth 
booke.  Elngraved  frontispiece  by  Marshall,  portrait  of  Wither  by 
John  Payne,  200  engraved  vignettes  1^  Crispin  de  Pass  and  double 
woodcut  lottery  table  at  the  end.  London.  Printed  by  A.  M.  for 
Richard  Royston.  1635.  First  edition,  with  the  preliminary 
leaf. 

From  the  Autograph  Collection  of  the  late  Charles  P. 
Greenough  of  Brookline  die  Library  bought  two  items  of  e^>ecial 
local  intereat 

Ad  original  .Indian  deed  of  Noddle's  Island,  "containing  .  .  .  one 
thousand  acres  .  .  .  more  or  less  together  with  all  the  fflatts  to 
low  water  mark**,  made  by  Charles  Joseph,  Indian  Sachem,  to 
Samuel  Shrimpton  of  Boston  "for  a  valuable  consideration.**  This 
deed  was  confirmed  on  May  1,  1664,  by  Governor  William 
Stoughton  and  Joseph  Dudley  and  is  signed  by  various  Indians  in 
release  and  as  witnesses. 

An  autograph  letter  from  Richard  Clarke,  a  merchant  of  Boston  to  whom 
the  ''Boston  Tea  Party**  tea  was  consigned  and  who,  in  consequence, 
had  been  driven  to  Castle  Island.  His  letter,  dated  "Castle  William, 
March  30,  1774**,  is  addressed  to  John  Greenough  and  expresses 
sorrow  on  hearing  that  a  chest  of  tea  had  been  destroyed. 

There  were  also  acquired  four  large  manuscript  account  books  of  the 
Watertown  Arsenal  of  the  Revolutionary  Army.  The  books  were 
kept  by  William  Hunt,  Commissary  in  charge  of  the  Arsenal. 
April  19,  1 775  is  the  date  of  the  first  entry  and  February  28,  1 781 
that  of  the  last.  These  books  are  filled  with  accounts  of  the  dis- 
bursement of  stores. 

An  important  acquisition  was  an  original  manuscript  Orderly  Book, 
from  July  8,  1 775  (five  days  after  Washington  assumed  command) 
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to  October  26,  1 775,  written  by  2ik1  Lieutenant  Peter  ScoIL  at 
the  Camp  before  Boston;  from  May  26,  1777  to  June  5,  1777. 
at  Middlebrook.  New  Jersey.  This  manuscript  contains  general 
N  orders  by  Generals  Washington,  Putnam,  Lee  and  Greene,  and  the 
regimental  commander,  G>L  Thompson  of  the  Penn^hrania  Rifle 
Regiment,  covering  the  period  of  organization  of  the  American 
Army  before  Boston. 

From  the  Britwell  Court  sale  in  London  only  two  books  were  secured: 
"A  forme  of  prayer  used  at  Ne%vport  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  1 5  Sept 
1648'*  for  the  Benton  Collection:  and  an  Italian  grammar  written 
in  Latin  by  Scipio  Lentulus  and  "Turned  into  Englishe  by  H.  G, 
London,  1575.*' 

The  first  issue  of  a  pamphlet  protesting  against  taxation  was  secured  in 
the  "Rules  and  orders  to  be  observed  by  the  Anti-Stamp  Fire 
Society,  Instituted  in  Boston  October  1,  1763.**  Among  die 
names  listed  are  those  of  John  Loi^iell,  Herman  Brinuner,  Thomas 
Hill,  Samuel  Breck,  Nathaniel  Bethune,  Daniel  Sargent  and 
William  Tudor.     Apparendy  no  other  copy  has  been  discovered. 

A  noteworthy  purchase  was  an  Armenian  MS. —  a  complete  text  of  die 
New  Testament  written  on  vellum,  containing  forty  full-page 
illustrations  and  over  one  hundred  illuminated  initials  and  margbal 
ornamentations.  The  colophon  states  that  the  finishing  of  dib  book 
was  in  924  of  the  time  of  Greater  Armenia.  The  year  924  of 
die  Armenian  calendar  corresponds  to  the  year  1475  of  the  Christian 
era.    The  binding  of  heavy  hand-wrought  silver  was  made  in  1 663. 

To  the  Fine  Arts  collection  of  the  Special  Libraries  Depart- 
ment the  following  important  works  have  been  added : 

Ardenne  de  Tizac,  Jean  Henri  d*.     Animals  in  Chinese  art     London. 
1923. 

Burlington  Fine  Arts  Club,  London.  Catalogue  of  an  exhibition  of  carv- 
ings in  ivory.     London.     1923. 

Butler,  A.  J.    Islamic  pottery.     London.     1926. 

Gromort,  Georges.     Jardins  d'  Elspagne.     2  v.     Paris.     1926. 

Richter,  Gisela  M.  A.  and  Albert  W.  Barker.  Ancient  furniture.  A 
history  of  Greek.  Etruscan  and  Roman  furniture.    Oxford.     1926. 

Shepherd,  J.  C.  and  G.  A  JeUicoe.  Italian  gardens  of  the  Renaissance. 
London.     1925. 

Siren,  Osvald.  The  imperial  palaces  of  Peking.  3  v.  Paris  1926. 
(volume  1  received). 

Tanner,  P.  de.  Chinese  jade,  ancient  and  modem.  Descriptive  cata- 
logue.    2  V.     Berlin.     1923. 

Visser,  H.  F.  E.,  editor.     The  exhibition  of  Chinese  art  of  the 
of  Friends  of  Asiatic  art     2  v.    Amsterdam.   1925. 

Yashiro,  Yukio.    Sandro  Botticelli.    2  v.    London.     1 925* 
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Among  nuscellaneous  works  of  interest  which  have  been  acquired  are 
Monumenta  Cartographica.  edited  by  F.  C.  Wieder,  consisting  of 
reproductions  of  unique  and  rare  maps;  Poor  Richard's  Ahnanack, 
The  Way  to  Wealth  as  clearly  shown  in  an  old  Pennsylvania 
Almanack,  entitled  Poor  Richard  Improved;  and  The  Whistle, 
London,  Privately  printed,  1816. 

During  the  year  gifts  have  been  received  as  follows :  1 1  »444 
volumes,  13,504  serials,  2,431  photographs,  52  newspaper  sub- 
scriptions, and  for  current  file  use  in  the  Branch  Division  and 
Information  Room,  731  volumes  and  9,566  pieces  of  mis- 
cellaneous material,  booksellers*  catalogues,  and  government 
publications. 

From  Mr.  Louis  E.  Kirstein  die  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars 
was  received,  to  be  added  to  the  **Louis  E.  Kirstein  Fund'*  and 
die  income  to  be  used  in  accordance  widi  the  terms  of  the  orie^al 
gift 

There  was  received  under  a  decree  of  the  Supreme  Judical 
Court  in  Equity  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
$3,858.24,  being  the  sum  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  surviving 
trustees  of  the  fund  originally  raised  to  install  in  the  Library 
decorations  by  the  late  John  S.  Sargent  This  sum  has  been 
funded  as  the  **John  Singer  Sargent  Fund**  and  the  income  will 
be  used  for  the  care  and  preservation  of  the  Sargent  decorations 
and  such  other  purposes  as  are  set  forth  in  the  decree. 

Mrs.  John  Elliott,  on  behalf  of  a  Ccmunittee  of  Citizens,  pre- 
sented two  studies  of  Mr.  Elliott's  mural  painting,  **The  Triumph 
of  Time.** 

A  marble  copy  of  the  Psyche  of  Capua  was  received  from 
Mrs.  Langdon  Pearse  of  Winnetka,  Illinois. 

Certain  additional  gifts  of  mterest,  with  the  names  of  the 
donors,  are  listed  on  pages  63-67  of  the  Appendix. 

CATALOGUE  AND  SHELF  DEPARTMENT. 

The  number  of  volumes  and  parts  of  volumes  catalogued  dur- 
ing 1926  was  109,738  and  the  number  of  tides  was  74,148. 
Of  these,  57,473  volumes  (50.246  titles)  were  assigned  to  the 
branches  and  were  catalogued  in  the  Branch  Department,  but 
are  included  here  to  show  die  total  bulk  of  this  part  of  the  work. 
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The  number  of  printed  cards  added  to  the  catalogues  of  the 
Central  Library  alone  was  66»  1 69,  and  26,339  were  used  in  com- 
piling bibliographies,  or  were  reserved  for  such  use  in  the  future. 
The  distribution  of  cards  among  die  departments  of  the  Central 
Library  was:  Bates  Hall  26,763;  Official  Catalogue,  27,622; 
Special  Libraries,  1 1 ,784.  Cards  were  also  sent  as  usual  to  likt 
Library  of  Congress  and  were  saved  for  the  Harvard  College 
Library. 

In  order  to  hasten  the  appearance  of  new  books  in  our  cata- 
logues, 1 0,85 1  temporary  cards  have  been  typed  by  the  Card 
Division,  to  be  replaced  later  by  printed  cards.  As  the  result 
of  this  device,  titles  of  recent  accessions  have  been  in  the  cata- 
logues as  soon  as  the  hocks  have  been  placed  on  the  shelves. 
Over  4000  cards  have  also  been  tjrped  for  the  use  of  the  Elditor. 

PUBUCATIONS. 

With  the  beginning  of  1 926  a  new  series  of  the  Library  bulle- 
tin was  started  under  the  title  of  More  Books.  The  chief  feature 
of  the  publication  is,  as  formerly,  the  selected  list  of  new  books. 
Besides  the  list,  however,  each  issue  carries  several  articles  mainly 
relating  to  the  book  treasures  and  manuscrqits  of  the  Library. 
There  are  also  popular  features,  such  as  notes  on  important  new 
books,  on  gifts  to  the  Library,  and  on  odier  matters  of  Library 
interest 

The  new  publication  met  with  instantaneous  success.  The 
first  issue,  a  triple  number,  appeared  in  March,  and  the  edition 
was  exhausted  in  less  than  three  weeks.  The  demand,  ever 
since,  has  been  increasmg.  During  die  year  six  issues  were 
printed,  with  a  total  of  376  pages. 

In  several  points  the  new  bulletin  differs  radically  frcHn  die 
Quarterly.  In  More  Books  the  classification  method  has  been 
adopted  for  the  list  of  new  books,  instead  of  the  dictionary 
method.  The  classified  list  is  more  ccMnprehensible  for  the 
average  reader.  He  finds  there  die  books  in  which  he  is  primarily 
interested  grouped  together  under  one  heading;  and  the  Synopsis 
of  Classification,  printed  before  die  list,  makes  it  easy  for  him 
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to  find  a  particular  group  of  books  sought  (or.  The  method  of 
dassificatioii  was,  in  fact  a  return  to  an  old  practice.  Between 
1 8%  and  1 908  the  bulletm  of  the  Library  had  been  arranged 
in  the  f  onn  of  a  clasei&ed  list  and  the  records  show  that  die  de* 
maad  for  the  bulletin  was  greatest  during  diose  years. 

For  a  large  number  of  it^ns  in  the  List  of  New  Books,  short 
descriptive  annotations,  indicating  the  subject,  summarizing  the 
contents  or  giving  information  about  the  author  and  his  view- 
point, enliven  the  list  and  mak^  it  more  interesting  and  useful. 

It  should  be  manticmed  here  that  Mr.  Zoltan  Haraszti«  as 
newly  appointed  Editor  of  Publications,  began  his  duties  with 
the  first  issue  of  More  Books.  Since  May,  1 926,  Miss  Margaret 
Miinsterberg  has  been  working  as  assistant  in  the  Department 

To  the  series  of  Brief  Reading  Lisls^  piiblished  by  the  Library, 
one  number  has  been  added  during  die  year.  In  connection 
with  the  Boston  performances  of  *'Carmencita**  and  ''Lysistrata** 
a  list  (No.  35),  The  Moscow  Art  Theatre  Musical  Studio,  was 
compiled  by  Mr.  Lucien  E.  Taylor,  of  the  Catalogue  Depart- 
ment. 

Bibliographical  lists  have  been  printed  for  the  lectures  on  the 
programs  of  the  Boston  Symphony  Or<^estra,  given  by  the 
Massachusetts  Division  of  University  Extension  in  co-operation 
with  the  Library.  The  lists  were  prepared  by  Mr.  Richard  G. 
Appel,  assistant  in  charge  of  the  Music  Division.  Programs 
and  lists  were  issued  also  for  the  Free  Chamber  Music  CcHicerts, 
given  through  die  generosity  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Sprague  Coolidge 
in  the  Lecture  Hall  of  the  Library.  An  eight-page  leaflet  en- 
tided  *'A  Library  Exhibit,  1876-1926,"  descriptive  of  an 
exhibition  of  library  progress  as  illustrated  by  the  American 
Library  Association,  Tlie  Division  of  Public  Libraries  of  die 
State  Board  of  Education  and  The  Boston  Public  Library* 
held  during  the  summer  months,  was  issued  for  distributicm. 

Opportunities  for  Adult  Education  in  Greater  Boston — a 
list  of  free  public  lectures  and  public  educational  courses  offered 
by  the  Massachusetts  Division  of  University  Extension,  the 
Lowell  Institute,  the  Commission  on  Elxtension  Courses,  the 
Public  Library,  and  other  institutions — was  also  published  for 
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the  year  1926-27,    The  pami^et,  consistmg  of  92  pages,  was 
larger  and  more  comprehensive  than  any  previous  issue. 

Part  IV.  (pages  289-384,  Int-Mat.)  of  the  Guide  lo  Serial 
Publications  founded  prior  to  1918  and  now  or  reoendy  current 
in  Boston,  Cambridge  and  vicinity,  was  comiMled  and  issued 
under  the  editorship  of  Mr.  Thomas  Johnston  Homer.  Part  V 
is  being  prepared  for  pubUcadon, 

» 

BATES  HALL. 

The  radial  arrangement  of  the  catalogue  cases  has  stood  the 
test  of  a  year's  trial,  and  is  an  improvement  in  many  ways  over 
the  old  plan.  The  public  is  better  distributed  about  the  room, 
it  is  easier  to  keep  the  catalogue  drawers  in  place,  and  less  time 
is  wasted  by  the  public  at  the  catalogue  than  in  former  years. 
The  provision  of  low  tables  at  the  south  windows  has  put  an  end 
to  all  con^laints  of  discomfort  in  using  the  tables  at  which  Ae 
catalogue  drawers  are  consulted. 

New  lighting  has  been  installed  at  the  catalogue  cases,  so  that 
they  are  better  lighted  than  ever  before.  The  installation  of  new 
lights  at  the  book  cases  in  Bates  Hall  is  going  forward  and  is 
ai^roaching  a  satisfactory  completion. 

Hiere  have  been  no  major  changes  in  the  arrangement  of 
the  reference  collection  except  diose  resulting  from  the  organ- 
ization of  a  Division  of  Genealogy.  Somewhat  more  space 
has  been  allotted  to  Genealogy  and  Local  History  and  a 
case  for  new  books  in  this  field  has  been  installed  beside  die 
assistant's  desk.  On  the  whole,  the  space  devoted  to  diis  sub- 
ject seems  now  to  be  adequate  to  die  needs  of  die  Division.  Miss 
Doyle,  the  assistant  in  charge  of  the  Division,  has  been  busy 
during  the  year  with  the  organization  of  her  material,  the  assist- 
ance of  readers  and  die  response  to  inquiries  received  by  maiL 
The  new  division  is  justifying  itself  and  the  separation  of  diis 
special  field  from  the  general  work  of  the  Department  has  been 
a  real  step  in  advance.  During  the  year,  228  letters  on  gene- 
alogical subjects  were  answered.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
27  of  these  inquiries  came  from  the  state  of  New  York,  Mass- 
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achusetts  falling  to  second  place  in  die  number  of  inquiries  in 
this  field. 

Aside  from  genealogy,  565  reference  letters  were  answered 
by  the  department  during  the  year.  Of  these,  533  came  from 
the  various  states  of  the  Union,  and  32  from  Canada  and  seven 
other  foreign  countries. 

During  the  fall  an  investigation  of  the  unsuccessful  requests 
for  bocks  was  undertaken.  For  about  seven  weeks,  every  pub- 
lic department  of  the  Library  submitted  each  morning  a  list  of 
bodes  which  could  not  be  supplied  to  applicants.  These  lists 
were  tabulated  and  a  number  of  interesting  facts  came  to  light. 
It  was  found  that  unsuccessful  requests  fall  roughly  into  the 
following  classes: 

(a)  Repeated  requests  for  new  books  of  which  the  supply 
is  insufficient. 

These  are  usually  charged  *'out'*  and  present  no  problem  but 
that  of  additional  purchase. 

(b)  Repeated  requests  for  standard  books  in  a  few  lines,  of 
which  volumes  disappear  almost  as  soon  as  they  are  received 
by  the  Library.  These  include  such  groups  as  translations 
of  school  texts,  text  books  in  popular  fields,  business  books, 
especially  those  on  salesmanship,  technical  books  of  a  popular 
character,  current  bodes  of  humor,  books  of  recitatKms,  etc. 

(c)  **Missing*'  books  whose  numbers  are  still  in  the  catalogue. 

(d)  Books  misplaced,  recently  stolen,  or  otherwise  tempo- 
rarily missing,  which  are,  however,  not  on  the  **missing**  list. 

(e)  Books  in  place  on  the  shelves  which  fail  to  be  produced 
through  the  carelessness  or  inefficiency  of  stack  assistants. 
The  second  class  above  presents  a  special  problem  which  is 

probably  common  to  all  large  libraries.  A  certain  portion  of  the 
community  feek  at  certain  times  a  pressing  and  desperate  need 
of  certain  books  which  it  has  not  the  means  or  inclination  to  buy. 
Translations  of  texts  used  in  school  and  college  may  be  taken  as 
the  type  of  this  class  of  books.  Plans  are  being  worked  out  for 
reservuig  books  of  this  type  for  legitimate  users.  Plans  are  also 
being  made  to  check  the  misplacement  of  books  and  inefficiency 
in  searching  for  them. 


[421 


NEWSPAPER  AND  PATENT  ROOMS. 

No  definite  record  is  kept  of  the  use  of  die  Newspaper  Room. 
The  capacitjr  of  the  room  has  been  taxed  at  all  hours  of  die  day 
and  evonng  by  persons  who  consulted  the  274  papers  regularly 
kept  on  file.  Of  these,  214  are  daily  and  60  wed^ly  papers; 
193  are  published  in  the  United  States  and  81  in  forogn 
countries.  The  bound  volumes  now  number  9,243,  an  increase 
of  151  since  1925. 

Seven  hundred  and  fifty  new  volumes  were  added  to  die 
Patent  Room  during  the  year.  The  use  of  the  collection  can 
only  be  estimated,  since  die  shelves  are  open  and  the  books 
freely  accessible  to  the  readers.  Over  1 9,000  persons  used  the 
room  in  1 926. 

INFORMATION   OFFICE,   GOVERNMENT  DOCUMENT   ROOM 

AND    OPEN  SHELF  ROOM. 

The  Information  Office  grows  in  usefulness  as  a  clearing 
bouse  for  Q)hemeral  material.  Here  is  kept  the  ready  refer- 
ence material  which  places  at  the  diq>osal  of  the  public  in  die 
shortest  possible  time  a  directory  service,  consisting  of  the  latest 
available  telephone  and  city  directories  of  the  United  States  and 
larger  European  cities;  current  federal  and  state  documents 
supplemented  by  lists  compiled  to  assist  the  public  in  their  use; 
business  and  vocational  files  which  provide  infcvmaticMi  throat^ 
Chamber  of  Commerce  repoits  and  odier  business  publications; 
and  catalogues  of  educational  institutions  of  every  type. 

In  die  Open  Shelf  Koom  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  keep 
books  in  circulation  by  a  careful  study  of  unusual  demands^ 
The  more  popular  new  boqks,  —  for  example,  Durant*s  **Stofy 
of  Philosoj^y,"  Dorsey*s  "Why  we  beliave  like  human  beings,'* 
and  Barnes's  ^'Genesis  of  die  World  War"  —  bring  into  activity 
other  books  in  the  field  of  philosophy,  psychology  and  history. 
The  open-shelf  collection  is  constantly  <dianged  to  meet  the 
demand  stimulated  by  the  newer  books  of  non^-fiction. 

TKe  circulation  from  the  room  for  1 926  was  44,097,  a  gain 
of  2,904  over  1 925.  The  turn-over  for  each  bode  is  estimated 
at  15  times  a  year. 
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PERIODICAL  ROOM. 

In  the  Periodical  Ro(xn  ihere  has  been  a  steady  growth  oi 
reference  work.  One  room  has  been  set  apart  for  this  purpose; 
clippings  of  newspaper  and  other  material  have  been  collected 
for  debaftes;  a  visible  guide  to  all  periodicals  received  by  the 
Library  has  been  attached  to  the  wall  and  made  easily  accessible 
to  inquirers.  The  use  of  both  bound  and  unbound  periodicals 
showed  a  nonnal  increase.  Over  2,600  volumes  were  bound  in 
1926. 

The  current  periodicals,  exclusive  of  those  issued  by  state  and 
federal  governments,  regularly  filed  in  the  Periodical  Dq>art'- 
ment  number  1,262.  In  addition  diere  are  filed  for  use  by 
readers  in  other  departments  current  periodicals  especially 
relating  to  the  fields  covered  by  those  departments,  as  follows : 

Fine  Arts  and  Music  Divinoiu  of  die  Special  Libraries.                 .  131 

Orderiag    Department 27 

Statistical    Department 50 

Teachers'  Reference  Room  and  Children's  Room 62 

SPECIAL    LIBRARIES    DEPARTMENT. 

The  Special  Libraries  include  all  the  collections  housed  on 
the  third  floor  of  die  Central  Building  and  c(nnprise  the  divisions 
of  Fine  Arts,  Music,  Technology  and  Special  Collections  (Bar** 
ton-Ticknor  Division). 

The  numerous  changes  in  arrangement  and  organization 
carried  out  in  1925  and  mentioned  in  the  last  Annual  Report 
have  resulted  in  better  service.  This  improved  service  is  re* 
fleeted  in  increased  circulation  and  a  marked  growth  in  **hall 
use/*  which  latter  cannot  be  shown  by  statistics.  A  number  of 
minor  improvements  have  been  added  in  the  past  year  and 
several  more  important  changes  in  equipment  and  organization 
of  material  are  under  way. 

Tlie  renovation  and  relighting  of  the  ELxhibition  Ro(Hn  have 
had  the  satisfactory  results  anticipated.  It  is  much  to  be  desired 
that  the  work  of  refinishing  be  continued  to  include  the  Special 
libraries  Delivery  and  Readmg  Rooms,  bodi  in  great  need  of 
repaintmg. 
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The  plans  for  steel  stacks  in  the  North  Gallery  and  the  Baiton- 
Ticknor  Room,  the  refinishmg  of  these  rooms  and  the  conversion 
of  the  Music  Room  into  a  Treasure  Room,  mentioned  in  the 
last  Annual  Report^  have  been  worked  out  in  detail  and  will 
be  put  into  execution  as  soon  as  the  necessary  funds  have  been 
secured. 

The  Fine  Arts  Division  has  continued  to  build  up  its  import- 
ant collections.  The  acces»ons  under  the  new  clas^fication 
now  fill  an  entire  alcove  and  are  already  a  great  help  in  reference 
work.  The  open-^elf  collection  arranged  on  the  lines  of  the 
expansive  classification  made  in  1925  has  been  extended  and 
has  given  service  beyond  expectati(»is. 

The  Technology  Division  has  continued  to  build  up  its  well 
organized  book  collection  and  its  equipment  of  q[>ecial  reference 
tools.  To  safeguard  the  collection  it  has  been  necessary  to 
abolish  altogether  the  shelves  for  the  display  of  new  books,  but 
this  loss  has  been  repaired  by  issuing  for  public  distribution  a 
mondily  mimeograi^ed  list,  A^en;  Technical  Books. 

The  Music  Division  has  continued  its  series  of  interpr^e 
lectures  on  symphcxiy  concerts  and  operas,  and  for  these  lectures 
annotated  programs  and  book  lists  have  been  issued  as  during 
the  preceding  year. 

The  number  of  books  issued  for  home  use  from  the  Special 
Libraries  during  the  year  was  23,323,  an  increase  of  three  and 
one-half  per  cent  as  compared  with  last  year.  For  use  outside 
the  Library  there  were  issued  29,148  pictures  and  9,799  lantera 
slides. 

STATISTICAL    DEPARTMENT. 

The  circulation  of  the  statistical  books  does  not  vary  much. 
In  1926  there  were  issued  for  home  use  2,196  volumes;  2,037 
were  sent  to  Bates  Hall  and  elsewhere  for  use  within  the  build- 
ing and  12,000  volumes  were  used  in  the  department.  The 
total  number  of  books  housed  in  the  Statistical  Department  is 
24,337.  New  books  added  during  the  year  amounted  to  363 
volumes.  These  figures  do  not  include  the  documents  of  various 
states  and  countries,  the  administration  of  whidi  belongs  to  the 
Statistical  Department 
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WORK  WITH  CHILDREN. 

AMiough  the  total  circulation  of  books  to  children  under 
sixteen  years  of  age  was  1 ,63 1 ,436,  or  23  for  each  of  the  70,424 
cardholders  in  this  class,  it  is  apparent  that  there  are  still  too 
many  who  are  not  using  library  privileges.  Registration  shows 
that  only  62  per  cent  of  enrolled  school  children  are  cardholders 
in  the  Library. 

This  situation  may  be  due  to  the  inadequate  provisions  for 
children  in  some  of  the  branches.  In  four  of  the  branch  libraries, 
facilities  have  been  much  improved  during  the  last  year.  The 
new  Memorial  Branch  at  Roxbury  is  modem  in  lay-out  and  well 
equipped.  At  Mattapan  and  Lower  Mills  additional  ^ace  was 
secured  and  the  children's  work  has  been  given  the  impetus  that 
always  follows  its  s^aration  from  that  with  adults. 

The  reconstruction  of  the  building  belonging  to  the  Fellowes 
Athenaeum  has  transformed  a  dark  and  unattractive  waiting 
room  inrto  a  pleasant  children's  room  of  somewhat  old-fashioned 
type,  in  conformity  with  the  period  of  the  building.  A  small 
and  cheerful  club  room  in  the  basement  atfords  much  satisfaction 
because  there  can  be  gadiered  togedier  on  many  afternoons  the 
informal  reading  clubs  which  are  conducted  by  members  of  the 
library  staff. 

However,  the  need  at  South  Boston,  Dorchester,  Mount  Bow- 
doin,  Codman  Square  and  Roslindale  is  pressing.  Seating  space 
for  the  children  \>4io  flock  to  the  Library  is  sometimes  out  of 
the  question,  and  there  is  not  room  enough  for  shelving  the  re- 
quired number  of  books.  Such  conditions  explain  the  inability 
of  the  Library  to  hold  some  of  the  younger  borrowers  after 
the  first  novelty  of  becoming  cardholders  has  worn  off.  As  an 
offset  to  the  cramped  and  overcrowded  quarters  there  has  been 
a  gratifying  growth  in  the  force  of  assistants  prepared  to  give 
4>ecial  service  to  children. 

Years  of  observation  of  the  results  of  the  story  hour  give 
added  assurance  of  the  validity  of  its  employment  as  a  factor  in 
library  work  with  children.  The  fine  accomplishment  of  the 
L3>rary*s  story  tellers  in  broadening  children's  interests  and 
establishing  sound  habits  of  reading  is  apparent  everywhere. 
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Only  two  of  die  branch  libraries  have  been  omitted  from  the 
year's  schedule — ^Bris^ton*  where  the  story-^iour  room  was 
closed  for  alterations*  and  Orient  Heights,  where  it  was  difficult 
to  make  suitable  arrangements  as  to  audience  and  time.  Both 
places  will  undoubtedly  be  included  in  next  year's  schedule. 
Work  of  this  kind  has  been  arranged  for  the  older  boys  and 
girls  in  the  evening,  and  the  results  have  been  especially  reward- 
ing. Equally  important  are  the  points  of  contact  made  through 
story  telling  in  the  public  schools.  Not  only  is  the  UlHary  be- 
coming better  known  by  this  means,  but  it  is  reaching  children 
who  are  obliged  to  work  in  their  out^of-odiool  hours  and  are 
unable  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  children's  rooms- 
Service  to  schools  is  growing  faster  at  present  than  any  other 
type  of  library  work  and  it  is  toward  the  wise  development  of 
sudi  work  that  the  Library  should  direct  its  attention.  There 
is  need  for  better  organization  and  more  unified  procedure  m 
all  relations  between  the  Library  and  the  public  schools.  Fitting 
organization  of  a  School  Department  of  the  Library  would 
make  it  possible  to  study  in  a  comprehensive  way  the  demands 
of  differmt  sections  of  the  city  with  a  view  to  strengthening  weak 
positions  and  coordinating  activities  already  undertaken. 

THE   BRANCH  SYSTEM. 

Two  districts  of  the  city,  namely  Readville  and  Germantown, 
are  at  present  without  library  branches.  A  number  of  odier 
sections  of  the  city  are  widiout  adequate  library  provisions. 
Several  of  the  existing  branches  require  larger  acconunodations. 
Suitable  provision  should  be  made  to  permit  the  establishment  of 
at  least  four  new  branch  libraries  and  the  enlargement  of  some 
of  the  present  branches.  A  definite  program  of  branch  eiq[>an- 
sion  should  be  considered  if  suita:ble  library  service  is  to  be 
equitably  given  to  the  present  and  potential  users  and  cardholden 
of  the  library  system. 

The  total  circulation  through  the  branches  was  3,158,552. 
This  is  a  gain  over  1925  of  342,479.  The  number  of  boob 
issued  from  the  Central  Library  through  branches  was  106,456; 
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^  mdudes  87,004  from  die  deposit  collection  aiid  19,452  from 
the  rtacks  of  llie  Central  LJbraiy.  All  die  blanches  gained  in 
circulalion-  The  greatest  gains  were  at  Upham's  Owner,  Cod- 
jnan  Square^  Ancbew  Square,  South  Boston,  West  End,  West 
Roxbuiy,  North  Elnd  and  Mount  Bowdoin. 

The  number  of  Yolumes  sent  on  deposit  to  326  agencies  (212 
schools,  56  fire  engine  houses,  and  38  in^tutions  of  various 
kinds)  was  86,570  as  against  86,400  last  year.  The  total 
number  of  volumes  sent  to  schools  waa  56,818,  compared  widi 
56,328  last  year.  Of  dus  number  19,684  were  sent  from  die 
Branch  Issue  Division,  Central  Library.  The  number  oi  books 
issued  on  deposit  from  the  branch  libraries,  ckie^y  to  schools, 
was  37,134,  compared  widi  34,698  m  1925. 

biterlibrary  loans  amounted  to  1,830  vtJumes,  126  mcnre 
dian  last  year.  Of  die  1 ,686  applications  received,  592  had  to 
be  refused.  -  Twenty-four  volumes  were  borrowed  from  other 
libraries. 

In  September,  1926,  die  Warren  Street  Branch  moved  into 
large,  well-equipped  quarters  in  the  new  Memorial  Hi{^  School 
in  Roxbmy.  llie  Fellowes  Adienaeum  has  besii  entirely  re- 
modelled and  now  has  all  the  conveniences  of  a  modem  librory 
building.  Reading  rooms  for  aduks  were  provided  at  die  Lower 
Milk  and  Mattapan  Branches.  In  die  Branch  Department  of 
the  Central  Library  a  merzanme  floor  was  built  to  provide  a 
room  for  staff  meedngs  and  a  committee  room. 

Regular  training  m  library  roudne  is  being 'given  by  several 
UMrarians  of  major  branches.  Classes  in  universal  history, 
reference,  and  book  mending  have  been  aAtended  by  twenty-six 
branch  assistants. 

LECTURES  AND   EXHIBmONS. 

During  the  year  twenty-two  esdiibitions  were  put  on  view. 
Of  this  number  eleven  weie  of  books  and  documents  and  four  of 
prints  and  photographs  in  die  possesion  of  the  Library.  Hiere 
were  seven  loan  exM>itions,  none  of  them  comprising  books.  For 
li^  of  exhibitions  see  i^pendix,  i^.  62-63. 


In  1926  diere  were  given  in  the  lecturd  hall  92  lectures  and 
enteitaimnents  under  the  auspices  oJF  die  Library*  the  Ruskin 
Club,  the  Drama  League*  the  Field  and  Forest  Cldb,  the  Dickens 
Fellowship,  and  other  orgamzations.  They  were,  as  customary, 
free  to  the  public 

The  lectures  were  in  the  following  fields:  travel,  20;  literature, 
15;  art  and  archeology,  10;  music,  9;  drama,  6;  and  miscellane- 
ous, 13.  Hiere  were  also  19  concerts  and  plays.  Five  of  the 
concerts  were  chandber  music  by  Quartets  provided  by  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Sprague  CooHdge ;  the  Library  of  Congress,  the  Curtis 
Institute  of  Music,  Philadeli^a,  the  Burgin  Quartet  of  Boston, 
and  the  M3ni]e  Jordan  Trio  were  the  donors  of  one  concert  each. 
These  concerts  appealed  to  so  wide  a  public  that  the  doors  were 
often  closed  almost  an  hour  before  the  scheduled  beginning. 
Mrs.  Coolidge  has  graciously  offered  aiKilher  series,  to  consitt 
of  eight  concerts,  for  the  season  of  1 927-28.  For  list  of  lectures, 
etc.  see  Appendix,  pp.  38-65. 

In  1926-27  the  Division  of  University  Extension  of  the  State 
Department  of  Education  again  used  the  lecture  hall  every 
evening  except  Thur^y  and  Sunday  for  educational  courses. 
Several  courses  were  also  scheduled  for  afternoon  or  morning 
hours. 

A  course  on  the  programs  of  the  Bo8t<»i  Symphony  Orchestra 
was  offered  by  the  Division  of  University  Extension  and  the 
Library  in  coUaboraticni.  This  was  arranged  by  Richard  G. 
Appel,  of  the  Library  staff,  who  was  assisted  by  other  musicians, 
nots^bly  Alfredo  Casella,  Aaron  Copland,  Darius  Milhaud, 
Ottorino  Respighi,  Jesus  Saiuoma,  Roger  Huntington  Sessions, 
Nicholas  Slonimsky,  Walter  R.  Spaulding,  Alexander  Lang 
Steinert,  and  Hiomas  Whitney  Surelte. 

STAFF   INSTRUCTION. 

No  q)ecial  courses  of  staff  instruction  have  been  conducted 
this  year,  except  for  branch  assistants  for  whcxn  classes  m  uni- 
versal history,  reference,  and  book  mending  were  giveiL  Under 
the  auspices  of  the  Division  of  University  Ej^tension,  Professor 
Robert  E.  Rogers  gave  a  sixth  m  his  series  of  courses  m  literature 
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primarily  for  library  assislants,  entitled  *Torms  of  die  Drama.** 

The  Library  has  probably  done  about  all  that  it  can  hope  to 
do  m  Ae  training  of  its  employees  throu^  detached,  incidental 
courses.  If  the  quality  of  die  statf  is  to  be  further  improved,  it 
must  be  done  by  the  gradual  organizatioa  of  a  system  of  training 
within  the  Library.  The  practical  exclusion  of  any  but  college 
graduates  from  library  schools  forces-  back  upon  the  libraries  the 
education  for  minor  positions  of  their  employees  who  have  only 
a  hi^-school  diploma. 

BINDERY    DEPARTMENT. 

The  work  of  the  Bindery  Department  for  the  year  shows  a 
substantial  increase*  made  possible  by  the  new  equipment  in- 
stalled in  1 925.  The  work  for  the  brandies  is  now  up  to  date, 
and  it  will  be  possible  to  make  a  start  on  special  work  which 
has  been  awaiting  such  an  opportunity. 

The  cost  of  binding  66,946  volumes  —  the  output  of  the  year 
exclusive  of  miscellaneous  work  —  was  $30, 1 36. 1 7.  This  makes 
the  average  cost  per  bound  volume.  Including  the  repairing  of  rare 
and  valuable  books  in  'die  Special  Collectioos,  sixty-seven  cents. 

MECHANICAL  AND  OTHER  CHANGES  AND  REPAIRS. 

CENTRAL  UBRARY. 

Hie  following  repairs  and  improvements  were  made  during 
1926: 

A  portion  of  the  tile  roof  of  the  Centrd  Building,  about  one- 
half  of  die  total  area,  imderwent  major  repairs;  some  twenty 
thousand  tiles  were  repointed  with  plastic  conqxamd. 

Additional  painters  employed  during  the  year  accomplished 
mudi  necessary  work:  the  Fine  Arts  Elxlubition  Room,  the 
Lecture  Hall  and  the  Branch  Department  in  the  Central  Ubrary 
were  i^finished. 

New  furnaces  were  built  in  'die  boilers,  new  grates  furnished 
and  the  feed  pump  overhauled. 
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New  caiAts  were  put  on  bodi  passenger  devatort  and  guide 
rails  were  aligned. 

New  lie^vbng  systems  were  inslaUed  i|i  Bates  Hall,  the  Msp 
Room  in  Stack  Six*  and  die  Statistical  Department 

Fire  walls  have  been  built  in  die  basement  where  combusliblet 
are  stjored 

The  Lecture  Hall  of  the  Library  was  given /a  thovou^i  i^ 
novation;  new  draperies  w^e  pn^ed  for  die  stage;  odier 
draperies  were  cleaned  and  emergency  exit  lights  put  in  place. 

In  die  Branch  Department  of  the  Central  Library  extensive 
repairs  were  made»  i^id  a  new  mezzanine  floor  was  Inuh. 

BRANCH  SYSTEM. 

The  Trustees  of  die  Fellowes  Adienaeum  remodelled  didr 
building  in  accordance  with  suggestions  made  by  the  Directs 
and  the  Supervisior  of  Branches  widi  the  resuk  that  the  Fellowes 
Adienaeum  Branch  now  pos^etties  the  oanveniences  and  Ifae 
attractiveness  of  a  modem  branch  library. 

New  dielving  was  installed  in  Andrew  Square*  Faneuil, 
Jamaica  Plain  and  Mount  Bowdom  Branches. 

New  rooms,  widi  equipment  were  added  to  Lower  Mills  and 
Mattapan  Branches. 

Ejctensive  panting  was  done  in  die  Codnmn  Square,  East 
Boston,  Faneuil,  and  Hyde  Park  Branches. 

New  floor  covering  was  placed  in  the  BoylAon  Station  and 
Mount  Bowdoin  Branches, 

RETIREMENTS. 

During  the  year  the  f<Jlowing  persons  were  retired  under  die 
Boston  Retirement  Act: 

Binden^:  Annie  T.  Flynn,  sewer,  (redred  April  30,  1926). 
entered  service  August  20,  1 907 ;  Joanna  M.  J.  Doircm,  sewer, 
(retired  May  31,  1926,  voluntary),  entered  service  April  9, 
1896;  Engineer  and  Janitor  Departmerd:  Hannah  Lydon, 
cleaner,  (retired  May  31,  1926,  disability),  entered  service 
October  1 7,  1907. 
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CONCLUSION, 


Again  it  is  a  pleasure  and  privilege  to  commend  the  interest 
and  devotion  of  those  members  of  the  Library  Staff  who  have 
with  diligence  perfonned  die  routine  work  of  the  department 
Individually  and  collectively  the  credit  is  theirs  for  the  effective 
work  of  the  year.  Special  recognition  is  gratefully  made  of  the 
cooperative  service  of  Miss  Delia  Jean  Deery,  Elxecutive 
Secretary,  and  Mr.  Frank  H.  Chase,  Refer^ice  Librarian. 


Respectfully  subnutled, 

Charles  R  D.  Belden* 

Director. 


APPENDIX. 


TABLE  OF  CENTRAL  AND  BRANCH  CIRCULATION. 


1921-22 

1922-^ 

1923-24 

1924-25 

1925» 

1926 

Central    Library  • 

591,640 

590.655 

576i997 

623.024 

608352 

64^896 

*  • 

Branches: 

Alltton 

47328 

53.598 

57.705 

60358 

63.434 

74297 

Andrew    Square 

33.944 

33.413 

51.991 

68.196 

68,772 

89.662 

Boyltlon    Station 

50.033 

55.672 

62340 

64.871 

64,559 

71261 

onghlon 

79397 

83,238 

87.672 

92.702 

9QVkA 

101286 

Charlestown 

98.780 

101.140 

99.035 

98.433 

95,288 

107.562 

City  Point 

30300 

38.381 

43.277 

47.441 

50,108 

51.154 

Codman  Square 

101.792 

103.810 

113.529 

114.950 

119,758 

145.001 

Dorchetler 

70396 

67.810 

75.608 

88.628 

90,123 

100.188 

Eait  Boston 

.      120.234 

120,993 

125.968 

128J7I 

125,820 

138.^1 

Faneuil 

24.913 

24.944 

27.004 

30.443 

31,560 

43,782 

Fellowes    Athen 

80.933 

79.125 

71.673 

76.007 

84.765 

85.151 

Hyde    Park 

80355 

82.498 

89.716 

95334 

93.582 

96,147 

Jamaica   Plain 

60.507 

59.970 

64.022 

68.630 

67.232 

73.117 

Jeffries    Point 

10309 

35.925 

40,857 

52,020 

53,004 

58218 

Lower  Mills 

17.765 

17.577 

25.801 

27,259 

25,488 

32274 

Mattapan    . 

20.499 

20.497 

27.W9 

48.789 

58290 

69364 

Memorial  Q 

104.412 

108.665 

122.159 

136.981 

135,913 

147263 

Mount    Bowdoii 

1       80.492 

83376 

98.961 

107.679 

112320 

125.907 

Mount  Pleasant 

57.562 

53346 

52.977 

53,953 

53,778 

59,101 

Nepo^t     . 

28.789 

33.263 

40353 

41,466 

39,479 

43349 

North    End 

85.187 

96359 

107329 

117J075 

121.651 

137396 

Orient  Heights 

27.970 

^  34.240 

30.580 

40.605 

45395 

58.913 

Parker    Hill 

49.209 

49.459 

44.081 

37.038 

39.860 

43.719 

Roslindale 

80.879 

82.507 

89336 

94388 

93.154 

105.074 

Rozbury  Crossini 

1       57.609 

55.91 1 

57.8^ 

67,143 

58.634 

62,462 

South    Boston 

.      121.194 

124.809 

139.173 

152,799 

148.751 

1693Z5 

South    End 

97,403 

99.543 

111.682 

117345 

112.578 

118315 

Tyler    Stieet 

40.039 

39.973 

42270 

37321 

37,436 

43.421 

Upham's  Comer 

19375 

120.257 

109.731 

95,975 

100288 

126i)10 

West    End  . 

.      136.431 

142.470 

154.267 

157321 

152,043 

169.142 

West   Roxbury 

66.470 
2.672.646 

IBMIltht. 

74.970 

81.199 

88,249 

88,482 

104389 

Total.      . 

2.768.984 

2.922,861 

3,132,194 

3,129,781 

3,499,137 

*  For  •  jeu  flf  oUfiea 
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The  net  gains  and  losses  in  circulation  are  presented*  apart 
from  the  totals,  m  the  following  form : 

1921-22  gain  over  preceding  year 
1922-23  gain  oyer  preceding  year 
1923-24  gain  over  preceding  year 
1924^25  gam  over  preceding  j^ar 
1925*  lott  from  preceding  year 
19269     gain  from  preceding  year  ( 

USE  OF  BOOKS. 
CIRCULATION  FROM  CENTRAL  BY  MONTHS. 


VOLUMES. 

223.870 

.       .       .         96338 

153.877 

.       .       .       209333 

.     .       .       .         12.413 

11  mpndit) 

.       .       .       369356 

HOME  USE 

SCHOOLS  AND 

HOMK  USE 

INSTITUTIONS 

DIRECT. 

THROUGH 
BRANCH  DEFT. 

THROUGH 
BRANCH   DEPT. 

TOTALS. 

January.    1926 
rebmaiy. 

34.291 

11.899 

20,950 

67,140 

.       .          32.111 

10.481 

21,665 

64.257 

.       .           35,863 

(2.244 

22,665 

70.772 

April. 

.       .          31376 

9.439 

22375 

63,190 

Mv. 

28.043 

8,185 

22345 

58,573 

Jvne. 

21.782 

6^993 

19,915 

48.690 

July.          -      • 

20368 

5.755 

5.190 

31313 

August. 

29.412 

5.093 

5.130 

39.635 

September. 

21.633 

5.893 

7.795 

36321 

October. 

30,790 

9,241 

12,290 

52,321 

November, 

34.881 

10355 

18,110 

63346 

December.      **     .    . 

.       .          20.035 

10378 

19.425 

49.838 

Totals 


340,585 


106.456 


197355 


644.8% 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  TOTAL  CIRCULATION. 


Central  Libivary; 

d.  Direct  .  .    •    . 

b.  Thioof^  Branches 

c.  ScImdoIs    and    Institutions    dirougb 

Branch   Department 


HOME 

USE. 

340.585 
106.456 


SCHOOLS   AND 
INSTITUTIONS. 


Branches: 

AUsion 74.297 

Andrew   Square 89.662 

Boylston    Station 71.261 

Brigfaion 62.492 

CkarlestoMfn 95.070 

aty    Point 51.154 

Carried  formard      ....  443,936 

CsflVVD  HbOIbDIV  DCUOQa 

^  Gain  ofver  an  siMoiiiiistim  of  pracediiig  twcK«  aoialw  poiod  136.279, 


197.855 


512.86 


TOTAU 


644.896 


•     .     •     • 

74.297 

.... 

89.662 

.      •      .     • 

71,261 

38.794 

101,286 

12,492 

107,562 

•  •  *  . 

51.154 

495.222 
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Brought  forward 
Codman  Square 
Dorchester 
East    Boston 
Paneuil 

Fellowes  Atfienaeitm 
Hyde   Park    . 
Jamaica    Plain 
IclFties   Point 
Lower  Mills  . 
Mattapan 
Memorial  Q 
Mount  Bowdoin 
Mount   Pieaiant 
Neponset 
North  End 
Orient  Heinkts 
Parker  Hill. 
Roslindale 
Roibury  Crossing 
Sottdi    Boston 
Souui  Cnd 
Tyler  Street  . 
Upham's  Corner 
West   End     . 
Wett  Rozhury 


443fif36 

5l2i66 

495222 

134.056 

10.943 

145.001 

et^3 

18.985 

100.168 

119.491 

19200 

136.^1 

43J82 

■  •  «  • 

43,781 

66.103 

19.048 

85.151 

88.185 

9.962 

98.147 

63.160 

9,957 

73.117 

58Jt18 

•  •  •  • 

56218 

32274 

•  •  •  • 

32274 

69.364 

•  •  •  • 

^364 

uim 

4370 

147263 

120268 

5.639 

125.907 

59.101 

•  •  •  • 

59.101 

43349 

•  •  ■  • 

43349 

136325 

1.071 

137396 

58.913 

•  •  •  • 

56.913 

43.719 

■  •  •  • 

43.719 

94.666 

10.408 

105.074 

62.462 

•  •  •  • 

62,462 

147.442 

22.183 

169.625 

104.726 

13.589 

118313 

43.421 

■  •  •  ■ 

^.421 

124.665 

1345 

126^010 

143.136 

26.004 

1^.142 

86.746 

18.143 

104309 

2,612,106 


242,133  2351241 


These  figures  are  condensed  bto  the  following: 

Books  Lent  for  Home  Use^  including  Circulation  through 

Schools  and  Institutions. 


From  Central  Library  (including  Central  Library  books  issued  lhrou|^ 

the  Branches) 644396 

From  Branches  (esclttding  books  received  from  Central  Libruy)  2354241 

Total 3.499.137 


Comparative. 

Central  Libraiy  circulation  (excluding 
schools  and  institutions): 
Direct  home  use  .... 
Throu|^  Branches 

Branch     Libraries    circulation     (ex- 
cluding schools  and  institutions) : 
Direct  home  use  .... 

Schools  and  institutiotts  circulation  (in- 
cluding books  from  Central  thrott|^ 
the  Branch  system)  .        •        • 


1926. 


1925. 


313.706 
107.419 


421.127 


2306389 


401,765 
3.129.781 


340385 
106.456 


447341 


2.612.106 


439.968 
3.499.137 
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Under  die  nter-Iibriffy  loan  system  widi  odier  Ifl^raries  die 
foUowmg  use  of  books  for  die  purpose  of  serious  research  is 
8ho\ivii  for  two  successive  years: 

1925.       1926. 

Vohimct  leal  horn  dns  Librar7  lo  olher  Gbramt  m  MMMclMntIb        f,449        1.560 
Lent  lo  libraries  oultide  of  Mmachmetti      •        .        .        •        •  255  250 

Totals i        1.704        1330 

AppKcatioM  refused: 

From  Kbrsries  in  Massachusetts 370  475 

From  Kbraries  outside  of  Massacbnsetb 104  117 

Totab 474  592 

Borrowed  from  other  libraries  for  use  here 31  24 

The  classified  **home-use**  circuladon  of  die  branches  was  as 
follows,  for  two  successive  years : 

1925  1926 

VOLUMES.   nJKXNTAGE.  VOI.UIUS.  nLMBNTACL 

Fietioa  for  adults  .  720311  32  625334  32 

NoD-ficiioo  for  adults  .  230.900  10  256.016  10 

Juvenile  fiction       .  .  693,115  36  1.022.430  39 

Juvenile  non*ficlion  .  .  .       462.563  20  507426  19 

At  the  Central  Library  the  classified  **h(Hne-use**  circuladon 
shows  the  following  percentages: 

1925  1926 

rEKCCNTACCS.  PCHCENTACES. 

Fiction 47.6  46.5 

Non-fiction 52.2  51,5 


'r 


BOOK  acx:essions. 

BOOKS  ACQUIRED  BY  PURCHASE. 


For  the  Central  Library: 
FioBi  Citj   ^ipropnation 
FroB  trust  funds  income  . 

For  branches: 
From  Citj  a{>propriation 
From  trust  funds 


1925. 
7.557 
3.566 

1926. 
9.474 
3.237 
11.143  

12.711 

57.674 
3.906 

67.435 
61.762  

67.435 

Touk  72.925  aO.146 
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,  Th^  following  sbAoment  includes  the  accessions  by  purchase 
'combined  widi  books  received  by  gift  or  otherwise : 


CENTRAL.        BRANCHES. 


TOTAL 


Acceuioiu 
Accesnont 
Acdeanon* 
Accenioiit 
Accetaont 
•AcceMiom 
Accettions 


by   purchi 

by   gift   . 

by  Stolittical  DeiMrtmeBl 

by   ezcbange   .     •   . 

hy  periodica]!  botiii<l 

by  newipapers  bound 

by  leries  bound 


12.711 

10.152 

73 

38 

1.566 

142 

1.131 


Totals 


25.813 


THE  CATALOGUE. 

1925 


.Cataiogued  (new): 

Central    Library    Catalogue 
Serials  .        .        .        . 

Branches 

jlecatalogued 


Totals 


VOLS.  AND 
PARTS. 

24.314 

5.868 

58.087 

17.889 


TITLES. 


14.702 

49.494 
11.613 


67.435 
547 


72 


68.054 


80.146 

io.m 

73 
38 

1.638 

142 

1.131 

93^7 


1926 

VOLS.   AND     TITLFS. 
PARTS. 


23.496 

5.475 

57,473 

17.819 


14344 

50246 
9358 


106,158       75.809      104263       74.148 


SHELF  DEPARTMENT; 

Hie  number  of  volumes  shelved  and  thus  made  available  {or 
public  use,  taken  from  the  repoit  of  the  Shelf  Department,  is 

Placed  on  ibe  Central  Library  sbelves  daring  the  year: 

,  General  pollection,  new  books  (including  continuations)  .... 

Special  collection,  .new  books  and  transfers 

Books  reported  lost  or  miuiing  in  previous  years,  but  now  found,  transfers 
from  branches,  etc       ....        • 


Removed  from  Central  Library  shelves  during  the  year: 

Books  reported  lost  or  missing,  condemned  copies  not  jret  replaced,  trans- 
fers,   etc.    ....         4        ..«•..         . 


Z163 
1310 
26.495 


13313 


Net  gain  at  Central  Library 13.162 

Net  gain  at  branches |],74Z 


Net  gain,  entire  libitfy  sjrstem 24.924 

The  total  number  of  volumes  available  for  public  use  at  the 
end  of  each  year  since  the  formation  of  the  Library  is  shown  in 
the  following  statement : 

185a-53    .       .       .  9.688  1855-56    ....         2a060 

1853^54    .  16.221  1856-57    .'     .  34396 

1854-55    ....         22,617  1857-58    ...        ,         70351 
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1856-59    . 

78,043 

1893  .      .       , 

•   % 

• 

597.152 

1859-60    . 

85.031 

1894  .      .       . 

610375 

1860^1     . 

97386 

1895  .      .       . 

626.297 

1861-^    . 

105.034 

1896-97    . 

663.763 

1862-43    . 

110,563 

1897-98    . 

U70.0CX9 

1863-^    . 

116.934 

1896-99    .        . 

716.050 

1864-65    . 

123,016 

1899-1900. 

746.383 

186S-66    .       . 

130.676 

1900-OI     . 

781377 

1666-67    . 

136.080 

1901-02    .       . 

812264 

1867-66    . 

144,092 

1902-03    . 

835.904 

1868-69    . 

152.796 

1903-04    .        . 

1869-70    . 

160.573 

1904-05    . 

871.050 

1670-71     .        . 

179.250 

1905-06    .       . 

878.933 

1671-72    .       , 

192,958 

1906-07    . 

903349 

1672-73    .       . 

209.456 

1907-08    .       . 

922346 

1873-74    .       . 

260.550 

1908-09    .       . 

941.024 

1874-75    . 

276.918 

1909-10    . 

961.522 

1875-76    .        , 

297.873 

1910-11     .       . 

967266 

1876-77    . 

321.010 

1911-12    . 

.     1.006.717 

1877-78    .        , 

345.734 

1912-13    .        . 

.     1.049.011 

1878-79    . 

360.963 

1913-14    . 

.     1.067.103 

1879U80    .        . 

377.225 

1914-15    .        . 

1.096.702 

1880-61     .        . 

390.982 

1915-16    . 

.     1.121.747 

1881-82    . 

404.221 

1916-17    . 

.     1.139.682 

1882-83    .       . 

422.116 

1917-18    . 

.     1.157326 

1883-64    . 

436.594 

1916-19    . 

.     1.173.695 

1884-85    .       . 

453.947 

1919L.20    . 

.     1.197.496 

1885  .      .       . 

460.993 

1920-21     .       . 

.     1224.510 

1886 

479.421 

1921-22    . 

.     1256211 

1887   .      .       . 

492,956 

1922-23    . 

.     1284.094 

1888 

505.872 

192S-24    . 

.     1308.041 

1869 

520.508 

1924-25    .       . 

.     1333264 

ia90  .    .     . 

536.027 

1925   .      ,       . 

.     1363,515 

1891    .      .       . 

556,283 

1926  .      .        , 

.     1388.439 

1892   .      . 

57637 

Volumea  ia  entire  libimiy  tytteBi 

•        •       •        t 

>                1 

.     1386,439 

Volmset  iQ  lbs  kranchef 

•        •       •        • 

377309 

These  volumes  are  located  as 

follows : 

Central  Libraiy  .                 .     1.011.130 

Mattapan     ....          4.667 

Allsloo 

6.088 

Memorial* 

•           % 

11.115 

Andrew  Square  . 

5.974 

Mount  Bowcloin 

9,598 

BoybloD  Stalioa 

6327 

Mount  Pleasant 

6^169 

Brighton 

19358 

Neponset 

4.665 

Charlcftowrn 

15.533 

North  End  . 

11.115 

Gly  Point  . 

5.629 

Orient  Heights 

4.952 

Codman  Square  . 

11.502 

Parker  Hill 

4.658 

Doichetler   . 

14271 

Roslindale    . 

11.563 

Enat  BosloB 
Fanenil 

20351 
5.995 

RozburT  Ci/rnmm 
South  Boston 

19.921 

Fellowes  Athenaeum 

36.943 

South  End  . 

14.403 

Hrde  Park 

35.020 

Tyler  Street 

5349 

Jnmnica  Plain      . 

16,973 

Upham*s  Comer 

11.758 

J^Hiict.  Point       • 

3.941 

West  End  . 

22332 

Lxiwer  Mills 

B 

1 

3389 

West  Radmrj 

16349 

•  Fo^wriir  WuKB  Street  Bnadi 
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THE  BINDERY. 


Number  of  volumes  bound  in  various  styles 

Magazines  slilcbed 

Volumes  repaired 

Volumes  guarded 

Maps  mounted 

Pbotographs.  engravings,  etc.  mounted 

Library  publications  folded,  stilcbed  and  trimmed 


THE  PRINTING  DEPARTMENT. 


Requisitions  received  and  filled    . 

Caid  Catalogue  (Central  Library): 
Titles  exclusive  of  automatic  reprint 
Cards  finished  (exclusive  of  extras) 

Card  Catalogue  (Branches): 
Titles  (Printing  Department  count) 
Cards  finished  (exclusive  of  extras) 


Blank  fonns  (numbered  series) 

Forms,  circulars  and  sundries  (outside  numbered 

Catalogues,  pamphlets,  and  bibKographical  programs 


) 


1925 

1926 

99.664 

66^946 

197 

167 

2,620 

2.176 

2,144 

1.612 

49 

90 

2379 

4,906 

64,162 

64.573 

1925 

1926 

293 

237 

11.058 

5.952 

140321 

66.169 

568 

760 

37.761 

33383 

1.825 

735 

3,613,725 

3.402.036 

45.531 

69370 

67,520 

55.490 

THE  LECTURES  OF  1926-1927. 

All  lectures*  except  those  marked  widi  an  asterisk  (*)  were 

illustrated  with  lantern  slides. 

1926 
Sept     2  7.     The  Stepping-stones  to  the  Art  of  Typography.    Dr.  Hcwy 

Guppy.     Under  the  auspices  of  the  Libraiy  and  tiie 

Boston  Society  of  Printers. 
Oct         7.     Vacationing  in  the  North  Woods.    Edwin  C.  Howard. 
Oct       i  0.  ^The  Influence  of  the  Dance  on  Composers  of  Varied  Types 

and  G>untrie8.     Margaret  Anderton. 
Oct.       1 1 .  ^Elndowed    with    Divine    Vision.      Lilian    Whiting.      A 

Group  of  Songs.    Mrs.  Alice  Wentworth  MacGregor. 

(Ruskin  Club.) 
Oct       14.      California  the  Beautiful  and  the  Wonders  of  the  Great 

Southwest.     Henry  Warren  Poor.  A.M.     (Field  and 

Forest  Club  Course.) 
Oct       17.  ^Dreams:  Today's  Mirage,  Tomorrow's  Reality.     NeSc 

C.  Haynes. 
Oct       17.  ^^hcert  by  the  Pro  Art^  Quartet     (Elizabedi  Spi«g"< 

Coolid^e  Series.) 
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Oct       1 8.  *The  Fellowship  of  Faiths.    Dr.  Sanre-Palli  Radhakrishnan. 

Singing  by  Mrs.  Alice  Wentworth  MacGregor.    Under 

the  auspices  of  the  League  of  Neighbors. 
Oct      21.     A  West  Indian  Winter.    Francis  Henry  Wade,  M.D. 
Oct      25.  *The  Art  of  Living.    Carr  Schrader.     (Ruskin  Club.) 
Oct      24.  ^G>ncert  by  the  Myrtle  Jordan  Trio. 
Oct       28.     Elast  of  Suez.     Walter  Wentworth  Allerton. 
Oct       31 .     El  Kahireh,  King  Fuad's  Capital.    John  C.  Bowker,  M.D. 
Nov.        4.     The  Beginnings  of  the  Records:  Egypt  and  Mesopotamia, 

from  3500-500  B.  C.    Agnes  M.  Winter. 
Nov.        6.  ^Pindar  and  die  Greek  Lyric  Poets.     Charles  Hammond 

Gibson,  President     (American  Poetry  Association.) 
Nov.        7.  ^Eugene  G.  O'Neil,  and  John  Kelly:  Contrasting  American 

Dramatists.    Sherwin  Lawrence  Cook. 
Nov.       8.  ^Things    That    Make    Men    Happy.      Rev.    Joseph    P. 

MacCanhy.  Ph.D.     (Ruskin  Club.) 
Nov.      1 1 .  *What  Public  Libraries  will  do  for  China.    Mary  Elizabeth 

Wood. 
Nov.      1 1 .     Through  Europe  with  the  Field  and  Forest  Club.     Rev. 

Charles  W.  Casson.     (Field  and  Forest  Club  Course.) 
Nov.      14.     A  Pageant  of  Famous  Actors,  illustrated  from  the  Shaw 

Theatre  Museum  of  Harvard.     Frank  W.  C.  Hersey, 

A.M.     (Drama  League  Course.) 
Nov.      18.     The  Smithsonian  Institution.     Charles  G.  Abbott,  D.Sc. 
Nov.     21.  *Songs  of  the  Sunny  South.     Edna  Holmes.;     A  Miracle 

Play  by  Lady  Gregory:  The  Travelling  Man.    Stroll* 

ing  Players,  under  the  direction  of  Helene  Martha  Boll. 
Nov.     21.  ^^Dcert  by  the  Lenox  (Quartet        (EKzabetb  Sprague 

Coolidge  Series.) 
Nov.      22.     A  Session  with  the  American  Biblical  School  of  Archae- 
ology, at  Jerusalem.    Harriett  Johnson,  A.B.  (Ruskin 

Club.) 
Nov.      28.  ^Wozzeck,  a  Symphonic  Opera:  The  Long  Sought  Synthesis 

between  Drama  and  Symphony.    Alfred  H.  Meyer. 
Nov.      29.     The  Primitive  Mind  and  the  Civilized.     Herbert  Joseph 

Spinden,  Ph.D.      (Boston   Branch  of  the  American 

Folklore  Society.) 
2.     The   Medieval   Glory    of    France.      Frederick    Parsons, 

F.R.S.A. 

4.  ^American  Verse  before  1700.     Wilmon  Brewer,  Ph.D. 
(American  Poetry  Association.) 

5.  Dr.  Johnson  and  his  Circle.    William  Webster  Ellsworth. 
9.      Glimpses  of  the  Pyrenees,  the  French  Riviera,  Switzerland, 

and  the  Dolomites.     Mrs.  Harriette  Grigor.     (Field 
and  Forest  Club  Course.) 
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Dec      12.      The  Shakespeare  Aathorthip.     Willard  Parker. 

Dec.      1 3.      Alaska,  the  Land  of  Far  Delight     Mn.  Charles  B.  HalL 

(Ruskin  Qab.) 
Dec.      1 6.      The  Beauties  of  Switzerland.    Mrs.  Arthur  Dudley  Ropes. 
Dec.      19.  ^Reading  of  the  Christinas  Carol.    Gertrude  L.  McQuesten. 

(Boston  Branch  of  the  Dickens  Fellowship.) 
Dec.      19.  ^Concert  by  the  Flonzaley  Quartet      (Elizabeth  Spragoe 

Coolidge  Series.) 
Dec      23.      The  Homeland  of  the  Master.     Dr.  Austeto  T.  Kemplon. 
Dec.     26.     Modem  Art.    Dorothy  Adlow,  A.M. 
Dec     27.  ^Music.  John  Orth.      Ruskin*8  Christmas  Message.       (Fon 

Clavigera.)       Mrs.  Minnie  Meserve  Soulc       (Rusldn 

Club.) 
Dec     30.     Botticelli  Seen  Through  Oriental  Eyes.     Martha  A  S. 

Shannon. 
1927 
Jan.         2.  ^Popular  Songs  of  Shakespeare's  Day.      Emma  Marshall 

Denkinger,  Ph.D.,  assisted  by  Esther  Morton  Wood, 

Soprano. 
Jan.         6.      The  Art  of  the  Netherlands.     Adriaan  Martin  de  Groot 
Jan.         8.  *Noyes,   Masefield,   Drinkwater,   and   otiier   contemporary 

British  Poets.    Dr.  Benjamin  Woodbury.  (Vice  Pres- 

dent  of  the  American  Poetry  Association.) 
Jan.         9.     The  Art  of  the  Stage;  the  Old  versus  the  New  Theatit. 

Frank  Chouteau  Brown.     (Drama  League  Course.) 
Jan.       10.      Ruskin  and  Today;  the  Balanced  Life  and  Education. 

Arthur  W.  Gilbert.  Ph. D.     (Ruskin  Club.) 
Jan.       13.     A  Tenderfoot  on  Rocky  Mountain  Trails:  from  Banff  to 

Mt  Robsoh  on  Horseback.    George  H.  Browne,  AM 

(Field  and  Forest  Club  Course.) 
Jan.       16.  *The  Poetry  of  Amy  Lowell.     Frederic  J.  W.  Hayfoid. 

(American  Poetry  Association.) 
Jan.       1 6.  ^Concert  by  the  Letz  Quartet.     (Elizabeth  Sprague  Coolidge 

Series.) 
Jan.       1 9.     The  Life  and  Art  of  Edgar  Allen  Poe.     Joseph  Lorraine. 
Jan.       20.     The  Balkans.    Eleanor  B.  Huse. 
Jan.       23.  ^Concert  by  the  Lincoln  House  Orchestra.     Jacques  Hof- 

man.  Conductor. 
Jan.       24.  ^Ruskin  the  Mystic.    Rev.  Adelbert  Lathn^)  Hudson,  AM.. 

S.T.B.     (Ruskin  Club.) 
Jan.       27.  *The  English  Folk  Dance.     Mrs.  Richard  Conant 
Jan.       30.  ^Music  for  die  Pianoforte  by  American  Composers.    Eliza- 
beth Siedoff. 
Feb.        3.      Zion  National  Park.  Cedar  Breaks  and  the  North  Rim  of 

the  Grand  Canyon  Natiobal  Park.     Randall  L.  Jones. 
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Fd>.        6.  ^The  Music  Dramas  of  Richard  Wagner:  their  Literature. 

Music  and  Mysticisin.     Madame  Beale  Morey. 

Feb.  10.  Scenes,  Personal  and  Impersonal,  about  Mount  Washing- 
ton. Milton  E.  MacGregor.  (Field  and  Forest  Club 
Course.) 

Feb.      13.     The  Leading  Producers  of  Ae  Theatres  in  Europe:  Talks 

with  MeierhoM,  Stanislavsky,  Smilgris,  Muiids,  Rcin- 
haidt,  Jessner,  Antoine  and  Gemier.  Albert  Hatton 
Gilmer,  A.M.     (Drama  League  Course.) 

F^.      13.  ^Concert  by   the   South    Mountain   (Quartet      (Elizabeth 

Sprague  Coolidge  Series.) 

Feb.  14.  *John  Ruskin:  The  Value  of  Us  Progressive  Thinking  To- 
day.    Nathan  C.  Start.     (Ruskin  Club.) 

F^.      1 7.     Picturesque  Elngland  from  Chester  to  Clovelly.  .  Ellen  E. 

Page. 

Fd>.     20.  ^The  Return  to  Normalcy  in  Poetry.     Robert  E.  Rogers, 

AM.     (American  Poetry  Association.) 

Feb.     24.     Italian  Cities  and  Hill  Towns.     Mrs.   James  Frederick 

Hopldns. 

F^.  27.  *BeethoTen*s  Missa  Solennis:  a  Lecture  widi  Musical  Illus- 
trations.   Prof.  Leo  Rich  Lewis. 

Feb.     28.  *The  Personal  Influence  of  John  Ruskin.    William  Homef 

Leavitt     (Ruskin  Club.) 

Mar.       3.     The  Art  of  Seeing:  Drawing  as  a  Language.     Elizabeth 

WardPerkms. 

Mar.      6.     Cape  Cod:  Past,  Present,  Future.    Edwin  A.  Freeman. 

Mar.     10.     Through  the  White  Mountains  with  the  Field  and  Forest 

Club.  Rev.  Charles  W.  Casson.  (Field  an^  Forest 
Club  QMirse.)  ^  .    .  *. 

Mar.     13.  ^Comedy  in  American  Drama.  ^  Prof.  Robert  E.  Rogers, 

A.M.     (Drama  League  Course.)   ' 

Mar.     13.  ^Concert    by    the    Curtis    (Quartet.       (Elizabeth    Sprague 

Coolidge  Series.) 

Mar.     1 4.     Sesame  and  Lilies  —  Today.    Mrs.  Louise  Austin  Chrimes* 

(Ruskin  Club.) 

Mar.     1 7.  *Four  One-Act  Plays.     The  Strolling.  Playps,  under  the 

direction  of  Helene  Martha  Boll. 

Mar.     20.  ^Concert  by  the  Lincoln  House  Orchestra.    Jacques  Hoffman, 

Conductor. 

Mar.     20  *(^Aoert  by  the  Burgin  Quarldt;  .  . 

Mar;-   24.  ^Dramatic  Recital  of  Oedipus  the  King,  by  3opoh6cles.    Dr. 

Clement  B.  Shs^w.  Incidental  uiu5i'c'c<>mposed  by  John 
K.  Pami/        ■  -•       •      '   "    '    '     -        '• 

Mar.    26.  *Beetboven  Concert  for  Young  People.    Perm  G>x.  pianist 
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Mar.    27.  ^^G>ncert  by  die  Boston  Civic  Symphony  Orchestra.     Joseph 

F.  Wagner,  Gmductor. 
Mar.    27.  *BeethoveD>G>ncert  by  the  Mjrrtle  Jordan  Trio. 
Mar.    28.     From  London  to  Land's  End.    Mrs.  Arthur  Dudley  Ropes. 

(Ruskin  Club.) 
Mar.     31.      Local  Color:  Autochrome  illustrations.     Helen  Messinger 

Murdoch.  F.R.P.S. 
Apr.        3.  *Ways  and  Methods  of  Modern  Music    Nicolas  Slommsky. 
Apr.        3.  ^Concert  by  Helene  Diedrichs,  pianist 
Apr.        7.     Fifty  Boob  of  1 926.     David  T.  Pottinger. 
Apr.      1 0.  ^^Concert  by  the  London  String  Quartet     (Elizabeth  Sprague 

Coolidge  Series.) 
Apr.      1 1 .     John   Ruskin   and   die   Old   Masters.      Ellen    E.    Page. 

(Ruskin  Club.) 
Apr.      17.      Dickens,    Pickwick,    and    the   Play.      Cosmo    Hanmlton. 

(Auspices  of  Boston  Branch  of  the  Dickens  Fdlowship). 
Apr.     23.     Art  and  Labor.    Genrit  A.  Beneker.     (Workers  ELdocation 

Bureau.) 
Apr.     25.  *The   Public   Uhraxy,   a   Factor  in  Education.      Charles 

F.  p.  Belden,  A.M..  LL.B.     (Ruskin  Club.) 
Apr.      28.  ^Longevity  and  the  Science  of  Living.     Dr.  Charlotte  deG. 

Davenport 
May      16.  ^Appreciation  of   Music     John   P.    Marshall.      (Boston 

Gvic  Music  Festival.) 
May      19.      Armenian  Literature  and  Art     A.  (3hobanian. 
May     27.  *Fourdi  Intersettlement  Concert  by  pupils  from  the  Music 

Sdxxrf  Setdements  and  Music  Departments  of  Settle- 

menlB  in  Greater  Boston. 
May     31.  *The    Civic    Theatre    Movement       Eva     LeGaDienne. 

(Auspices  of  Dramatic  Department  of  the  Community 

Service  of  Boston.) 


PUBLIC  EXHIBITIONS.  1926. 

Installation 

date 
Jan.         9.      Old  Maps,  from  the  collection  m  the  Library. 
Feb.        2.      Books  relating  to  old  valentines  (Barton-Tidmor  Room.) 
7.     Originals    and   color    reproductions   of   paintings    by    R. 
Farrington  Elwell,  loaned  by  the  artist 
18.     One  original  leaf  and  a  facsimile  edition  of  die  Gntmberg 

Bible. 
20.     Original  designs  entered  in  die  **House  Beautiful**  Cover 
Design  Competition. 
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Mar      6.     Large  pbotographt  of  mountain  scenery. 

1 0.     Books  from  the  library  of  John  Adams  to  commemorate  die 

1 00th  adbiversary  of  his  death. 
16.     Material   commemorating   the    tSOth   anniversary   of   the 

Evacuation  of  Boston,  including  die  Washington  Medal. 
27.     Events  of  Holy  Week  and  Eastertide  as  depicted  by  old  and 
modem  masters. 
Notewordiy  editions  of  die  works  of  Montaigne.     (Barton- 
Ticknor  Room.) 
A|>r.      10.      Rare  editions  of  the  works  of  Francis  Bacon.     (Barton- 

Ticknor  Room.) 
Premiated   poster   designs,    loaned    by   the    Massachusetts 
Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals,  in 
observance  of  '*Be  Kind  to  Animals  Week.'* 
20.      Prints  illustradng  the  work  of  the  Pre-Raphaelite  Brother- 
hood.    (By  request). 
May       4.      Bromoils  by  Leonard  CIraske,  loaned  by  the  arbsL 

22.      Photographs  of  public  monuments  in  connection  with  the 
proposed  monument  in  G)pley  Square. 
July      15.      Library    exhibit,    marking    the    50th    anniversary    of    the 

American  Library  Associadon — rare  books  from  the 
Library,  Branch  system  methods,  special  editions  of 
children's  books,  publicity  material  from  the  Massachusetts 
Library  Gmunission,  types  of  material  other  than  books 
available  in  the  Divisions  of  Fine  Arts  and  Technology. 
Nov.      6.     Original  desigkis  in  New  Ornament  by  Max  Hagendom, 

loaned  by  the  artist 
22.     Examples  of  historic  design  from  books  on  ornament  in  the 
Division  of  Fine  Arts. 
Notable  editions  of  Cervantes  and  Lope  de  Vega  from  the 

Ticknor  Collection. 
Examples  of  fine  binding  from  the  Special  Collections,  in- 
cluding the  recendy  acquired  Armenian  Manuscript  bound 
in  silver.     (Barton-Ticknor  Room.) 
Dec.        6.      **Possibilides  of  Kodak  Photography.**    Prints  and  enlarge- 
ments loaned  by  William  E.  Merrill. 
27.      **Creadve  Illustration.'*    Drawings  by  children  in  the  Boston 
Public  Schools. 


A  SELECTED  LIST  OF  GIFTS  AND  GIVERS. 

Abbey,  Mrs.  Edwin  Austin,  New  York  Gty.  Edwin  Austin  Abbey, 
Royal  Academician.  The  record  of  his  Hfe  and  work  by  E.  V. 
Liioas.     1852-1911.     2  v.     London,  1921. 
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Amherst  College.  Trustees  of.  Religion  in  the  philosophy  of  WilEam 
James.  By  Julius  Seely  Bixler.  The  Amherst  Books.  First  Seiiei. 
Boston.     1926. 

Association  for  the  Publication  of  the  Ku  Chou  Pien,  Viscount  T. 
Watanabe,  President,  Tokyo,  Japan.  (Through  the  Japanese 
Embassy  at  Washington.)  A  complete  set  of  the  Ku  Chou  Picn 
and  Supplement  in  68  volumes. 

Boston  Browning  Society.  Seven  volumes  for  the  Browning  CoUcctioiu 
including  A  Concordance  to  the  poems  of  Robert  Browning,  by 
Leslie  N.  Broughton  and  Benjamin  F.  Stelter.  in  two  volumes. 
New  York.  1924,  1925.    Autographed  by  Leslie  N.  Broughton. 

Boston  Finance  Commission.  4 1 5  volumes  of  Boston  City  documenb  and 
reports. 

Bradford,  Gamaliel.  Wellesley  Hills.  Darwin,  by  Gamaliel  Bradford, 
Boston.  1926. 

Breitkopf  &  Hartel.  New  York  City.  Concert-Programm-Austaosck 
May,  1899-1901.    36  parts. 

Clark,  William  Andrews,  Jr.,  Los  Angeles.    The  deserted  village.    A 
poem  by  Oliver  Goldsmith.     With  an  introduction  by  Wilfiaan 
Andrews  Clark,  Jr.,  No.  53  of  an  edition  of  200  copies  printed  (or 
private  distribution.     1926. 
The  deserted  village.     A  poem  by  Dr-w  Goldsmidi.     Printed  for  W. 
Griffin  at  Garrick*s  Head,  London,   1770.     One  of  200  copies 
printed  in  facsimile. 
An  elegy  written  in  a  country  church-yard,  by  Thomas  Gray.    Text 
of  1 768  edition  with  an  introduction  by  James  Southall  Wilsan. 
A  forword  by  William  Andrews  Clark,  Jr.,    One  of  200  copies. 
San  Francisco,  1923. 
An  elegy  wrote  in  a  country  church  yard.     London.     1 73 1 .  A  fac- 
simile of  the  first  edition,  with  the  variants  of  the  first  eleven  editions 
noted.    One  of  200  copies. 

Daughters  of  die  American  Revolution,  The  Old  South  Chapter.  Sub- 
scription for  the  D.A.R.  Magazine  for  1926. 

Davis,  Aaron,  Nahant.  Twenty-two  volumes  of  miscellaneous  works, 
including  publications  of  the  American  Ambulance  in  the  WotU 
War,  and  A  treatise  on  benignity,  written  by  Father  Frauds 
Arias,  S.J.,  in  his  second  parte  of  the  Imitation  of  Christ  our  Lord. 
Translated  into  Elnglish  in  1610,  from  the  original  of  1341. 

Drew,  Mrs.  Frank  L.  A  framed  colored  print  of  the  Frigate  Constitntioo 
for  the  Children's  Room  in  the  West  Roxbury  Branch  Library. 

Fearing,  Mrs.  Harriet.  Seventeen  volumes,  incIucEi^  The  life  and  letten 
of  Walter  H.  Page,  by  B.  J.  Hendrick,  3  v..    New  York.  1926, 

Foote,  Arthur,  Newton  Centre.  Fifty  original  charades,  by  George 
Henschel.  Autographed  by  the  author.  (For  dier  Alien  A.  BrowD 
Music  Library.) 
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Gaugeogig],  Ignaz  M.  Eighty-two  photographs  of  portraits  from  paint-* 
itags  by  Ignaz  M.  Gaugengigl. 

Geer,  Waller,  Long  Island  Qty,  New  York.  The  Geer  genealogy.  A 
historical  record  of  George  and  Thomas  Geer  and  their  descendants 
in  the  United  States,  from  1623  to  1923,  by  Walter  Geer.  New 
York.     1923. 

Great  Britain.  Commissioner  of  Patents.  Specifications  of  inventions. 
1 78  volumes. 

Green,  Gladys.  A  series  (first)  of  sacred  songs  by  Thomas  Moore,  Elsq., 
die  music  composed  and  selected  by  Sir  John  Stevenson  and  Mr. 
Moore.  London  (18—).  (The  Library  had  the  second  series 
only  of  this  woHc.) 
A  selection  of  Irish  melodies  with  accompaniments  by  Sir  John  Stevenson 
and  characteristic  words  by  Thomas  Moore,  Esq.  London  ( 1 8~) . 
Rossini,  La  donna  del  lago.  In  due  atti.  (184—).  Churdi  music 
for  public  w<Mship.  By  Ch.  2^euner,  organist  to  the  Handel  and 
Haydn  Society.     Boston.     1831. 

Guiteras,  Miss  Gertrude  E.,  Bristol,  R  .1.  Guiteras,  Wardwell  and 
allied  families.  Prepared  and  privately  printed  for  Gertrude  Eliza- 
beth Guiteras,  by  the  American  Historical  Society.  New  York, 
1926.  In  full  morocco,  inlaid  with  coat  of  arms  and  borders  in 
gold  and  colors.    Large  folio. 

Hale,  Philip.  Tw«inty-«x  volumes,  including  a  collection  of  musical  and 
dramatic  works:  Der  neue  Gottingische  .  .  .  Ephonis,  Hamburg. 
1727;  Der  musikalische  Patriot,  by  Matdieson,  1728;  Johann 
Mattheson*s  kleine  general  Bass^chule,  1 735,  and  ten  volumes  of 
mounted  newspaper  clippings,  dramatic  and  musical  criticisms  by 
Philip  Hale  and  others;  also  a  copy  of  Saints*  Days  (Giomi  Sakiti) 
for  orchestra,  by  Timothy  Madier  Spelman.  1926.  For  Allen 
A.  Brown  Music  Library. 

Hardon,  Henry  W.  (for  the  donors).  New  York  City.  Bures  of 
Suffolk,  England  and  Burr  of  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony,  New 
England.    By  Chauncey  Rea  Burr.    New  York.     1926. 

Harper,  Henry  Howard.  High-lights  of  foreign  travel.  A  memorable 
journey  to  Palestine,  Egypt,  Italy  and  the  battle  front  in  France. 
By  Henry  Howard  Harper.  Privately  printed.  New  York. 
1925. 

Haskell,  Mrs.  Florence  E.,  Alton,  Illinois.  Haskell,  Hayner  and  allied 
families.  Genealogical  and  biographical.  Prepared  and  privately 
printed  for  Florence  E.  Haskell  by  the  American  Historical  Society, 
Inc.,  1926.    In  full  morocco,  inlaid  with  coat  of  arms  in  color. 

Homans,  Miss  Marian.  165  volumes,  including  151  bound  volumes  of 
Utteirs  Living  Age  and  75  numbers  of  The  Theatre. 

Hubbard,  H.  A  collection  of  music  for  orchestra,  violin  and  viola 
studies,  also  95  pieces  of  sheet  music. 
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John  Rylands  Lil^ary.  Manchester,  Ejigland.  Eleven  Yolumes,  incladiiig 
the  Catalogue  of  an  exhibition  of  the  earliest  printed  editions  of 
the  principal  Greek  and  Latin  Classics  and  of  a  few  manuscripts. 
Manchester.     1 926. 

Lillie,  Mrs.  John.     Sixty-nine  volumes  of  miscellaneous  works. 

Minns,  Miss  Susan.  Genealogical  histories  of  Minns  and  allied  families 
in  the  line  of  descent  of  Miss  Susan  Minns.  Issued  under  the 
editorial  supervision  of  Ruth  Lawrence.  Bound  by  Stikeman,  in 
full  morocco,  with  coat  of  arms  in  color.     Large  quarto. 

Morse,  Constance.  Music  and  music-makers,  by  Constance  Morse.  New 
York.     1 926.    Autographed  copy. 

New  England  Railway  PubUshing  Company,  Boston.  CQnq[>lete  (les 
of  the  Pathfinder  Guides  published  by  the  Company  from  1849  to 
March  1926,  a  record  of  train  service  in  New  England  for  77 
years. 

Page,  L.  C.  &  Company.  Thirty-four  volumes  of  their  current  pub- 
lications. 

Pitt,  S.  A.,  City  Librarian,  Glasgow,  Scotland.  Twenty  publicalioiii 
of  the  Glasgow  Corporation  Public  Libraries. 

Pius  X  Institute  of  Liturgical  Music  of  the  College  of  die  Sacred  Heart 
New  York  City-  Catholic  Education  Series,  music  text  book.  7  t. 
By  Justine  Ward,  EUzabeth  W.  Perkins  and  Malton  Boyce. 

Prescott,  Rev.  George  J.  A  book  in  the  Singhalese  language  with  English 
translation.  Said  to  be  a  book  for  children,  used  to  inromulgate 
love  of  animals  and  promote  vegetarianism.  This  curious  and  in- 
teresting work  consists  of  twelve  folio  pages,  hand  illustrated  in 
color  and  was  given  to  Mr.  Prescott*s  father  when  he  was  cooral 
at  Ceylon  about  1 86 1 . 

Reed,  Mrs.  Jennie  Eva,  Elstate  of.  (Through  the  Atlantic  National 
Bank,  Elxecutor.)  1 13  volumes  and  50  booklets  and  pamphlets, 
including  works  of  Dumas,  Washington  Irving  and  J.  Femmoie 
Cooper. 

Siam,  H.  M.  the  Queen-Aunt  of  H.  M.  the  King  of  Siam.  Through  the 
Siamese  Minister,  Siamese  Legation,  Washington,  D.  C.  "Jala- 
katthakatha*'  Pali  text  in  Siamese  characters,  ten  volumes,  1925. 
(Studies  of  the  Buddhist  Scriptures.) 

Siam,  H.  R.  H.  Krom  Khun  Suddha  Sininardh.  Through  die  Siamese 
Minister,  Siamese  Legation,  Washington,  D.  C.  *'Milindapanlia*' 
Pali  text  in  Siamese  characters,  in  one  volume,  1925. 

Staats,  Charles  L.,  Estate  of.  Chamber  music  by  Beethoven,  Weber, 
Winter,  Kreutzer  and  others,  orchestral  music  by  Lombard,  and 
Gaspard*s  Collections  of  38  airs  for  two  clarinets. 

Storrow,  Mrs.  James  J.  (Helen  Osborne  Storrow).  A  gift  of  2,298 
photographs  which  were  collected  by  her  father-in-law,  James  J. 
Storrow,  who  died  in  1897.     This  constitutes  one  of  the  larger 
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9fts  of  photographs  ever  received  by  the  Library  and  includes 
exterior  and  interior  views  of  twenty  English  cathedrals  and  abbeys ; 
chateaux  and  churches  of  France;  Italian  palaces,  theatres,  shrines 
and  statues;  views  in  Algiers,  Tunis,  France,  Germany,  Italy  and 
Sicily,  and  reproductions  (in  Braun  prints)  of  the  works  of  the 
great  masters  of  painting  and  sculpture  in  the  chief  cities  of  Europe. 

Ware,  Mrs.  Henry,  Brookline.  Five  framed  pictures,  a  plaster  bust  of 
Apollo  and  a  bas-relief  of  Venus,  for  the  Branch  libraries. 

West  Roxbury  Woman's  Club.  Education  G>mmitlee.  The  charm  of 
the  antique,  by  Robert  and  Elizabeth  ShackletoH:  Historic  dress 
in  America,  by  Elisabeth  McQellan,  1607  to  1870,  2  v.,  1904, 
1910:  and  a  subscription  to  The  International  Studio  for  die  year 
1926  for  West  Roxbury  Branch. 

Whiting,  Miss  Lilian.  Fifteen  volumes  of  miscellaneous  works,  including 
Poems  by  Marie  Corelli,  and  Letters  of  Louise  Imogen  Guiney, 
2  v..  New  York.  1926. 

William  L.  Clements  Library.  Randolph  G.  Adams,  Librarian.  Three 
volumes,  including  The  Passports,  printed  by  Benjamin  Franklin 
at  his  Passy  Press.  One  of  505  copies  printed  by  Bruce  Rogers 
at  the  Harvard  University  Press  for  The  William  L.  Clements 
Library,  November,  1925. 

OFFICIALS  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

Director,  Charles  F.  D.  Belden. 

Reference  Librarian,  Frank  H.  Chase. 

Elxecutive  Secretary,  Delia  Jean  Deery. 

Auditor,  Helen  Schubarth. 

Bates  Hall  Centre  Desk,  Patent  and  Newspaper  Department:  Pierce  E 
Buckley,  Chief. 

Patent  Division,  William  J.  Ennis,  Assistant  in  Charge. 

Newspaper  Division,  Frederic  Serex,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Bindery  Department:  James  W.  Kenney,  Chief. 
Branch  Department:  Edith  Guerrier,  Supervisor  of  Branches.* 

Central  Branch  Issue  Division,  Alice  V.  Stevens,  Assistant  in  Charge. 

Branch  Binding  Division,  Marian  A.  McCarthy,  Assistant  in  Charge. 

Shipping  Division,  Robert  F.  Dixon,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Catalogue  Department:  Samuel  A.  Chevalier,  Chief. 

Card  Division,  T.  Frands  Brennan.  Assistant  in  Charge. 

Shelf  Division,  Michael  McCarthy,  Chief  Classifier,  in  Charge. 
Children's  Department:   Alice  M.   Jordan,  Supervisor  of  Work  with 
Children. 

Children's  Librarian,  Central  Library,  Mary  C.  Toy. 
Editor:  Zoltan  Haraszti. 
Engineer  and  Janitor  Department:  William  F.  Quinn,  Supt.  of  Buildings. 

•  F«r  Bnndi  UmiMUBs,  ne  below. 
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Genealogy  Division:  Agnes  C.  Doyle,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Information  Office:  John  H.  Reardon,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Issue  De[>artment:  Frank  C.  Blaisdell,  Chief. 
Ordering  Department:  Theodosia  E.  Maciirdy,  Chief. 
Periodical  Room:  Francis  J.  Hannigan,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Printing  Department  Francis  Watts  Lee,  Chief. 
Registration  Department:  A.  Frances  Rogers,  Chief. 
Special  Libraries  Department:  Wintfirop  H.  Cheneiy,  Chief. 

Technology  Division,  George  S.  Majmard,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
.  Music  Division,  Richard  G.  Appd,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
'^^^''^^^^arton-Ticknor  Division,  Harriet  Swift,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Statistical  Department:  Horace  L.  Wheeler,  Chief. 
Stock  Room:  Timothy  J.  Mackin,  Custodian. 
Branch  L&rarians: 

AUston,  Katherine  F.  Muldoon. 

Andrew  Square,  Elizabeth  H.  McShane. 

Boylston  Station,  Edith  R.  Nickerson. 

Brighton,  Marian  W.  Brackett 

Charlestown,  Katherine  S.  Rogan. 

City  Point,  Alice  L.  Murphy. 

Codman  Square,  Elizabeth  P.  Ross. 

Dorchester,  Marion  C.  Kingman. 

East  Boston,  Laura  M.  Cross. 

Faneuil,  Gertrude  L.  Connell. 

Fellowes  Athenaeum,  Mary  E.  Ames. 

Hyde  Park,  Grace  L.  Murray. 

Jamaica  Plain,  Katie  F.  Albert 

Jeffries  Point,  Margaret  A.  Calnan. 

Lower  Mills,  Isabel  E.  Wetherald. 

Mattapan, 

Memcmal,  Beatrice  M.  Flanagan. 

Mount  Bowdoin,  Theodora  B.  Scoff. 

Mount  Pleasant,  Margaret  H.  Rdd. 

Neponset,  Ellen  C.  McShane. 

North  Elnd,  Mary  F.  Curley. 

Orient  Heighb,  Cadierine  F.  Flanneiy. 

Paiker  Hill,  Mary  M.  Sullivan. 

Roslindale,  Annie  M.  Donovan. 

Rozbury  Crossing,  Katrina  M.  Sadier. 

Soudi  Boston.  M.  Flwence  Cufflin. 

South  Elnd,  Margaret  A.  Sheridan. 

Tyler  Street,  Lois  Clark. 

Upham*s  Comer,  Beatrice  C.  Maguire. 

West  End,  Fanny  Goldstein. 

West  Rozbury.  Carrie  L.  Morse. 


k 


INDEX. 


Abbott,  Gordon,  appointed  tnutee,  1. 

Accession*,  3,  32-37,  5S-56. 

Batos  Hsll.  40-4\. 

Bindery,  49.  56. 

Books,  accessiont,  3,  32-37,  55-56; 
circulation,  3.  32-37.  42.  44.  46-47. 
51-54;  total  in  Library.  56-57. 

Branches,  24.  25.  28.  31.  45-47.  50. 

Buildinffs,  1-2.  23.  24.  25-26.  28. 
4^50. 

Catalogue  and  Shelf  Department.  37. 

Children's  Department  and  work  with 
Schools.  27.  45. 

Colmnhia  Phonograph  Company, 
gift.  31. 

Cirenlation,  3.  32-37.  42.  44.  46^7. 
51-54. 

Concerts  and  lectures,  31.  47.  58-62. 

Coolidf e,  Elizabedi  Sprague,  gift  of 
chamber   concerts,   31. 

Connolly,  Migr.  elected  Vice  Presi- 
dent, 1. 

Carrier,  Guy  W..  elected  President,  1. 

Director,  report  of,  30-51. 

Elliott,  Mrs  John,  gift  of  paintings, 
4.  37. 

Employees,  instruction.  2A,  47.  48; 
officials,  67;  retirements,  50. 

Estimates,  3. 

Examining  Committee,  17;  report  of, 
22.  29. 

Exhibitions,  32.  47.  62-63. 

Finance,  balance  sheets,  18-21 ;  esti- 
mates, 3;  Examining  Committee  on, 
23;  expenditures  for  books.  33-34; 
receipts,  2-3;  trust  funds,  4-17. 


General  Phonograph  Corporation,  gift, 

31. 
Gifts  and  bequests,  4.  31,  37. 
GoTemment  Documents.    (See  Infor- 
mation Office.) 
Harrard  University  School  of  Business 

Administration,  co-operation  with,  28. 
Information  Office.  42. 
Inter-library  loans,  47. 
Kirstein,  Louis  E.,  gift,  4,  37 
Lectures,    (See  Concerto  and  lectures. 
Memorial  Branch   31,  47. 
Murray,  Michael  J.  retirement  as  trustee, 

resolution,  1. 
Needs  of  the  Library,  1-2,  23-24,  25- 

26,  28. 
Newspaper  Room,  42. 
Open  Shelf  Room.     (See  Information 

Office.) 
Patent  Room.  42. 
Pearse,  Mrs.  Langdon,  gift,  4,  37. 
PeriodicsJ  Room,  43. 
Printing  Department,  25,  58. 
Publications,  28.  31.38. 
Registeration,  32. 
Repairs    and   improvemento,    1-2,   23- 

24,  25-26.  28.  30-31,  47,  49^-50. 
Sargent,  John  Singer,  gift  of  trustees  of 

fund.  4.  37. 
Special  Libraries,  25,  43-44. 
StaflF,    (See  Employees.) 
Statistical  Department,  44. 
Treasure  Room,  need  of,  1-2,  24,  26, 

28,  44. 
Trustees,  organization,  1;  report  1-17. 
Victor  Talking  Machine  Company,  gift, 

31. 
Warren  Street  Branch,  31,  47. 
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TRUSTEES  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

ON  JANUARY    1.    1928. 


ARTHUR  T.  CONNOLLY.  President. 

Tenn  expires  April  30,   1932. 

GUY  W.  CURRIER.  LOUIS  E.  KIRSTEIN. 

Tenn  expires  April  30,  1928.  Term  expires  April  30,  1929. 

CLIFTON  H.  DWINNELL.         GORDON  ABBOTT. 

Term  expires  April  30,  1930.  Term  expires  April  30,  1931. 


CHARLES  F.  D.  BELDEN. 
DIRECTOR. 


ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  UBRARY  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Pubh'c  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston,  organized 
in  1 852,  are  now  incorporated  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  1 1 4  of  the 
Acts  of  1878,  as  amended.  The  Board  for  1jB32  was  a  preliminary  or- 
ganization; that  for  1 833  made  the  first  annual  report.  At  first  the  Board 
consisted  of  one  alderman  and  one  common-councilman  and  five  citizens  at 
large,  until  1867,  when  a  revised  ordinance  made  it  to  consist  of  one  alder- ^ 
man,  two  common-councilmen  and  six  citizens  at  large,  two  of  whom  retired, 
unless  re-elected,  each  year,  while  the  members  from  the  City  Council  were 
elected  yearly.  In  1 878  the  organization  of  the  Board  was  changed  to 
include  one  alderman,  one  councilman,  and  five  citizens  at  large,  as  before 
1867;  and  in  1885,  by  the  provisions  of  the  amended  city  charter,  the 
representation  of  the  City  Government  upon  the  Board  by  an  alderman  and 
a  councilman  was  abolished,  leaving  the  Board  as  at  present,  consisting  of 
five  citizens  at  large,  appointed  by  the  Mayor,  for  five-year  terms,  the  term 
of  one  member  expiring  each  year.  The  following  citizens  at  large  have 
been  members  of  the  Board  since  its  organization  in  1852: 

Abbott,  Gordon,  a.b.,  1926- 

Abbott,  Samuel  Appleton  Browne,  a.m.,  1 879 -95, 

Appleton.  Thomas  Gold,  a.m.,  1852-56. 

Benton,  Josiah  Henry,  ll.d..  1894-1917. 

BiGELOW,  John  Prescott,  a.m.,  1852-68. 

Bowditch,  Henry  Ingersoll,  m.d.,  1865-67. 

Bowditch,  Henry  Pickering,  m.d.,  1894-1902. 

Boyle,  Thomas  Francis,  1902-12. 

Braman,  Jarvis  Dwight,  1869-72. 

Brett,  John  Andrew,  ll.b.,  1912-16. 

Carr,  Samuel,  1895-96,  1908-22. 

Chase,  George  Bigelow,  a.m.,  1876-85. 

Clarke,  James  Freeman,  d.d..  1879-88. 

CoAKLEY,  Daniel  Henry,  1917-19. 

Connolly,  Arthur  Theodore,  1916- 

Currier,  Guy  Wilbur,  1922- 

CuRTis.  Daniel  Sargent,  a.m.,  1873-75. 

De  Normandie,  James,  d.d..  1895-1908. 

Dwight.  Thomas,  m.d.,  1899-1908. 

DwiNNELL,  Clifton  Howard,  b.s.,  1927- 

EvERETT,  Edward,  ll.d.,  1852-64. 

Frothingham,  Richard,  ll.d.,  1875-79. 

Gaston,  William  Alexander,  ll.b.,  1923-1927. 

Green.  Samuel  Abbott,  m.d.,  1868-78. 

Greenough,  William  Whitwell,  1856-88. 

Haynes,  Henry  Wiluamson,  a.m.,  1880*-94. 

HiLLiARD,  George  Stillman,  ll.d.,  1872-75;  76-77. 

Kenney,  William  Francis,  a.m.,  1908-1921. 

KiRSTEiN.  Louis  Edward,  1919- 

Lewis,  Weston,  1868-79. 

Lewis,  Winslow,  m.d.,  1867. 

Lincoln,  Solomon,  A.M.,  1897-1907.  I 


Mann,  Alexander,  d.d.,  1908-1923. 

Morton,  Elus  Wesley,  1870-73. 

Murray,  Michael  Joseph,  ll.b.,  1921-26. 

Pierce,  Phineas,  1888-94. 

Prince,  Frederick  Octavius,  a.m.,  1888-99. 

Putnam.  George,  d.d.,  1868-77. 

Richards,  William  Reuben,  a.m.,  1889-95. 

Shurtleff,  Nathaniel  Bradstreet,  ll.d.,  1852-68. 

Thomas,  Benjamin  Franklin,  ll.d.,  1877-78. 

TicKNOR,  George,  ll.d.,  1852-66. 

Walker,  Francis  Amasa,  ll.d.,  1 896. 

Whipple,  Edwin  Percy,  a.m.,  1868-70. 

Whitmore,  William  Henry,  a.m.,  1885-88. 

Winsor,  Justin,  ll.d.,  1867-68. 

The  Hon.  Edward  Everett  was  President  of  the  Board  from  1852 
to  1864;  George  Ticknor.  in  1865;  William  W.  Greenough, 
from  1866  to  April.  1888;  Prof.  Henry  W.  Haynes.  from  May  7, 
1888,  to  Mav  12.  1888;  Samuel  A.  B.  Abbott.  May  12,  1888,  to 
April  30.  1895;  Hon.  F.  O.  Prince.  Ortobcr  8.  1895,  to  May  8, 
1899;  SoLOMOfti  Lincoln,  May  12,  18^>,  to  October  15,  1907; 
Rev.  James  De  Normandie.  January  31,  1908,  to  May  8,  1908; 
Iosiah  H.  Benton,  May  8,  1908.  to  February  6,  191 7;  William  F. 
Kenney.  February  13.  1917.  to  Mav  7.  1920;  Rev.  ALEXANDER 
Mann,  May  7.  1920,  to  January  22,  1923;  Msgr.  Arthur  T. 
Connolly,  April  13,  1923  to  June  13,  1924;  Lquis  E.  Kirstein, 
June  13,  1924  to  June  19,  1925;  Hon.  Michael  J.  Murray,  June 
19,  1925  to  July  2.  1926;  Guy  V7.  Currier.  July  2,  1926  to  May 
2,  1927;  Msgr.  Arthur  T.  Connolly  since  May  2.  1927. 
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(From  1858  to  1877,  the  chief  executive  officer  was  called  Superintendent;  since 
1923.  Director.) 

Capen,  Edward,  Lffcrar/an,  May  13,  1852 -December  16,  1874. 

Jewett,  Charles  C,  Superintendent,  1858- January  9,  1868. 

Winsor,  Justin,  ll.d..  Superintendent,  February  25,  1 868  -  Septem- 
ber 30,  1877. 

Green,  Samuel  A.,  m.d..  Trustee,  Acting  Librarian,  October  1 ,  1 877  - 
September  30.  1878. 

Chamberlain.  Mellen.  ll.d..  Librarian,  October  1,  1878 -Septem- 
ber 30,  1890. 

DwiGHT,  Theodore  F.,  Librarian,  April  13,  1892  -April  30,  1894. 

Putnam,  Herbert,  ll.d..  Librarian,  February  11,1 895  -  April  30, 
1899. 

Whitney,  James  L.,  a.m.,  Actinti  Librarian,  March  31,  1899 -De- 
cember 21.  1899;  LAbrarian,  December  22,  1899  — January  31, 
1903. 

Wadlin,  Horace  C,  LITT.D.,  Librarian,  February  1,  1903 -March 
15,  1917;   Acting  Librarian,  March  15,  1917- June  15,  1917. 

Belden,  Charles  F.  D.,  a.m.,  ll.b..  Director,  since  March  15,  191 7. 
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To  Hi3  Honor  Malcolm  E.  Nichols. 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston 
present  the  following  report  of  its  condition  and  affairs  for  the 
year  ending  December  31,  1927,  being  the  seventy-^ixth  annual 
report. 

ORGANIZATION    OF    THE    BOARD. 

Col.  William  A.  Gaston  died  on  July  1 7,  and  on  September 
2,  Mr.  Clifton  H.  Dwinnell  was  appointed  in  his  place  for  the 
term  ending  April  30.  1 930.  At  the  annual  meeting  on  May  2, 
Msgr.  A.  T.  Connolly  was  elected  President,  Mr.  Louis  E. 
Kirstein,  Vice  President,  and  Miss  Delia  Jean  Deery,  Clerk. 

IMMEDIATE    NEEDS. 

The  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  are  deeply  apprecia- 
tive of  the  consideration  given  to  their  request  for  an  appropri- 
ation by  which  it  has  been  made  possible  to  safeguard  more 
adequately  the  important  treasures  of  the  Library.  Urgent  as 
was  the  need  for  these  precautionary  measures,  it  is  desirable  at 
this  time  to  call  to  your  attention  certain  other  matters  having  to 
do  with  the  rehabilitation  of  the  Central  Library  Building  in 
Copley  Square. 

Further  protection  from  fire  hazard  should  be  secured  by  en- 
closing, where  practicable,  the  various  stairways  in  the  stacks 
and  the  book  carrier  shaft,  and  by  providing  fireproof  partitions, 
with  fire  doors,  to  the  stock  room  and  storage  room  in  the  base- 
ment. 

Among  the  necessary  major  repairs  that  should  be  undertaken 
as  soon  as  the  money  can  be  secured  are :  the  reconstruction  of  the 
vaulting  under  the  Dartmouth  Street  granite  platform  in  front  of 
the  Library,  and  the  relaying  of  the  platform ;  the  renovation  of 
Bates  Hall  and  the  Delivery  Room,  including  cleaning,  paint- 
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ing,  and  the  refinishing  of  the  woodwork  and  wall  cases;  die 
repair  and  replacement  of  worn  floors  in  various  parts  of  the 
building. 

In  order  to  improve  still  further  the  ventilation  of  the  building, 
the  present  roof  exhaust  fan  should  be  replaced  by  a  modem  fan 
of  larger  capacity  with  its  appropriate  motor:  the  Guastavino 
tile  vaulting  in  various  parts  of  the  building  should  be  repaired 
where  necessary;  the  roof  of  the  Annex  on  Blagden  Street, 
including  skylights,  flashings  and  ventilators  should  also  be 
renovated. 

The  requirements  of  the  Central  Building*  pressing  as  they  are, 
should  not  be  allowed  to  obscure  the  crying  need  of  a  number  of 
the  Branch  Libraries  for  better  and  larger  accommodations. 
The  Branches  are  the  channels  through  which  nine-tenths  of  the 
circulation  of  the  Library  is  carried  on ;  they  must  not  be  allowed 
to  become  clogged.  In  many  cases  the  service  of  juvenile  readers 
and  students  interferes  seriously  with  the  use  of  the  Branch  Libra- 
ries by  adults;  ample  room  must  be  provided  for  the  efficient 
service  of  all  ages,  if  the  balance  of  the  Library*s  work  for  the 
conunimity  is  to  be  properly  maintained. 

In  some  cases  this  cramped  condition  can  be  eliminated  only 
by  the  erection  of  new  buildings  especially  designed  for  library 
purposes;  in  others  additional  space  or  better  quarters  may  be 
rented.  The  Libraries  at  AUston,  Andrew  Square,  Jeffries 
Point,  Mattapan,  Mt.  Bowdoin,  Parker  Hill  and  South  Boston 
are  in  pressing  need  of  new  or  greatly  enlarged  accommodations. 
In  all  of  these  Branches  a  rapid  expansion  of  the  Library's  woH^ 
is  possible  if  adequate  quarters  are  provided;  the  present  year's 
circulation  of  95,000  volumes  at  Mattapan  shows  an  increase  of 
375%  in  the  past  five  years. 

No  less  important  than  the  needs  of  the  established  Branches 
are  the  urgent  demands  of  certain  sections  of  the  city,  now  re- 
mote from  any  library,  for  a  fair  share  in  Public  Library  service. 
The  Trustees  have  caused  a  careful  survey  of  the  entire  city  to 
be  made  with  a  view  to  determining  the  relative  claims  of  various 
districts  to  new  branches  or  improved  facilities.  As  soon  as  die 
existing  library  system  has  been  put  on  an  efficient  basis,  the  task 
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of  providing  new  branches  in  certain  localities  should  be  under- 
taken without  delay. 

RECEIPTS  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

The  receipts  which  may  be  expended  by  the  Trustees  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Library  consist  of  the  annual  appropriation 
by  the  Mayor  and  City  Council*  and  the  income  from  Trust 
Funds  given  to  the  institution  and  invested  by  the  City  Treasurer, 
[during  the  past  year  these  receipts  were : 

$1,104,569.00 

1 1 .799.39 

2.41634 

26.804.66 

62.07432 


Annual    appropriation  

Special   appropriation   (Annex  balance) 
Library    Building.   Addition,   etc  .... 

Income  from  Trust  Funds  .... 

Unexpended  balance  of  Trust  Funds  income  of  previous  years 


$1,207,663.71 


Receipts  which  are  accounted  for  and  paid  into  the  City 

Treasury  for  general  municipal  purposes  during  the  past  year 
have  been  as  follows : 

From  fines $18,529.10 

From  sales  of  catalogues,  etc 100.61 

From  commission  on   telephone   stations 696.34 

From  payments  for  lost  books 1,154.14 

Interest  on  bank  deposits 45.32 

Refund  on  contract             2.00 


Total $20,527.51 


ESTIMATES  FOR  1928. 

The  estimates  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Library  for  the  year 

ending  December  31,  1928  in  segregated  budget  form  are  as 

follows:  -^ 

A  — Personal   service                      $773,644.00 

B  —  Service  other  than  persbnal 220,522.00 

C  — Equipment                        178.290.00 

D— Supplies                         39.680.00 

F  — Special  items 864.00 

E  — Materials                   28.900.00 

Total            $1,241,900.00 


[4] 
ADDITIONS  TO  THE  LIBRARY. 

During  the  year  there  were  added  to  the  Central  Library  and 
branches  98,487  volumes  as  against  93,867  in  1926.  Of  these 
85,766  were  acquired  by  purchase  and  1 2,72 1  by  gift,  exchange, 
etc.  The  total  expenditure  for  books,  periodicals,  newspapers 
and  other  library  material  from  City  appropriation  and  Trust 
Funds  income,  was  $152,414.34  Tlie  total  number  of  volumes 
in  the  Central  Library  and  branches  is  1 ,418,489. 

• 

QRCULATION. 

The  total  number  of  books  issued  for  home  use  during  the 
year  was  3,705,657,  as  against  3,499,137  for  1926,  a  gain  of 
206,520  volumes. 

GIFTS  AND  BEQUESTS. 

The  Trustees  are  glad  to  report  the  following  gifts  and  be- 
quests other  than  books  and  related  material,  during  1927: 

In  May,  a  bequest  of  $  1 000  was  received  under  the  will  of 
Helen  Leah  Reed  as  a  memorial  to  Guilford  S.  Reed,  and  was 
funded  as  the  "Guilford  Reed  Fund**,  the  income  to  be  applied 
to  the  purchase  of  books  of  non-fiction;  in  July  a  gift  of  $25,000 
was  received  from  Helen  Storrow  and  Elizabeth  Randolph 
Storrow  as  a  memorial  to  James  Jackson  Storrow,  Senior,  and 
was  funded  as  the  "James  Jackson  Storrow  (Harvard  '57) 
Fund**,  the  income  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  Italian  books; 
in  October  there  was  received  a  check  for  $29.88  payment  in 
final  settlement  of  the  residue  of  the  estate  of  Sarah  E.  Pratt,  to 
be  added  to  the  "Sarah  R.  Pratt  Fund**;  and  in  November,  a 
gift  of  $  1 000  from  Mr.  Louis  E.  Kirstein,  to  be  added  to  the 
**Louis  E.  Kirstein  Fund**  established  in  1925,  being  the  third 
contribution  to  the  fund. 

Many  important  gifts  of  books  and  other  library  material  have 
been  received  during  the  year.  A  detailed  statement  of  these 
may  be  found  in  the  Director's  report. 
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MORE   MONEY   FOR   BOOKS. 

There  is  no  city  in  the  United  States  in  which  the  public  Hbrary 
unites  so  completely  as  does  that  of  the  City  of  Boston  the  ac- 
cumulation of  a  great  mass  of  valuable  reference  material  with 
the  provision  of  popular  books  for  circulation.  The  possession  of 
its  great  reference  collection,  built  up  with  intelligent  care  during 
seventy-five  years,  has  made  the  Boston  Public  Library  an  in- 
stitution of  national  importance;  its  treasures  are  a  source  of 
pride  to  the  city  and  have  been  a  potent  factor  in  maintaining  the 
position  of  Boston  as  a  center  of  scholarship. 

In  the  early  days  of  its  history  the  Library  was  the  recipient  of 
many  unique  collections  of  books  and  of  funds,  large  for  those 
days,  which  enabled  it  to  take  and  hold  a  position  of  leadership 
among  the  public  libraries  of  the  country.  At  present,  however, 
its  total  invested  funds  amount  to  $733,000  and  produce  an  in- 
come of  less  than  $27,000  yearly,  which  seems  pitifully  small 
compared  with  the  $22,647,000  endowment  of  the  Reference 
Department  of  the  New  York  Public  Library.  The  funds  which 
we  have  testify  to  the  munificent  public  spirit  of  friends  of  the 
Library  in  the  past ;  it  is  only  through  a  similar  munificence  that 
the  Library  will  be  able  to  hold  its  place  and  to  afford  to  scholars 
in  Boston  the  assistance  on  which  they  have  always  counted. 

The  other  branch  of  the  Library *s  work,  the  circulation  of 
books  to  the  people,  could  also  be  carried  forward  more  rapidly 
if  the  city's  appropriation  for  books  were  increased.  The  Boston 
Public  Library  acquired  last  year  a  total  of  98,487  volumes. 
In  the  same  year  the  Cleveland  Public  Library  acquired  20 1 , 1 74 
volumes.  The  circulation  of  books  in  Boston  showed  a  gain 
of  206,320  over  the  preceding  year;  in  Cleveland  the  gain  in 
circulation  was  807,003.  Could  there  be  any  clearer  proof  of 
the  degree  to  which  the  acquisition  of  books  promotes  their  circu- 
lation ?  If  a  library  is  to  help  and  encourage  people  to  read,  it 
must  provide  the  books  which  they  desire.  Old  books  may  be 
invaluable  for  reference,  but  with  a  few  exceptions  they  make 
little  appeal  to  borrowers.  The  Board  concurs  heartily  in  the 
reconmiendation  of  the  Examining  Committee  that  the  budget 
item  for  the  purchase  of  books  should  be  materially  increased. 
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THE  GEORGE  F.  BAKER  BRANCH  LIBRARY. 

The  most  important  step  taken  inJLibrary  extension  during  tbe 
year  was  the  agreement  with  the  iauthorities  of  Harvard  Uni- 
versity for  the  consolidation  of  the  great  collections  of  material 
relating  to  business,  contained  in  the  George  F.  Baker  Library  of 
the  Harvard  Graduate  School  of  Business  Administration  and  in 
the  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston ;  the  terms  of  the  agree- 
ment constitute  the  Baker  Library  a  branch  of  the  Boston  Public 
Library. 

Each  of  these  collections  consists  roughly  of  two  sections,  one 
comprising  live  books  on  the  practical  aspects  of  business  and  the 
methods  of  carrying  it  on,  the  other  made  up  of  material  relating 
to  the  past  history  of  business,  and  consisting  largely  of  reports  of 
one  sort  or  another.  The  live  books  belonging  to  the  Public 
Library  will  be  retained  by  it  for  the  convenience  of  persons 
actively  engaged  in  business  who  use  the  Copley  Square  build- 
ing. To  the  research  worker,  however,  completeness  is  of  far 
more  importance  than  convenience,  and  the  consolidation  of  the 
historical  material  belonging  to  the  two  libraries  will  be  for  him 
a  great  boon.  It  happens  that  the  two  collections  supplement 
each  other  admirably,  the  Public  Library  being  strong  in  materi- 
al from  the  earlier  periods  of  American  business,  while  the  Baker 
Library  has  vast  quantities  of  matter  covering  American  business 
in  the  present  century,  together  with  a  large  nundber  of  items  from 
foreign  countries. 

The  ordeHy  consolidation  of  all  this  material  in  Brighton  for 
the  free  use  of  the  public  makes  accessible  to  the  people  of  Boston 
the  best  collection  in  this  country  for  the  study  of  business  history. 
As  in  the  similar  arrangement  with  the  Boston  Medical  Library, 
entered  into  in  1 906,  the  books  transferred  will  remain  the  proper- 
ty of  the  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston,  which  may  recall 
them  at  any  time ;  they  will  be  administered  for  the  Boston  Public 
Library  by  a  staff  of  experts;  and,  in  addition,  the  citizens  of 
Boston  are  given  the  right  to  use  an  exhaustive  accumulation  of 
valuable  material  to  which  they  would  otherwise  have  no  access. 

An  important  feature  of  the  agreement,  which  follows,  pledges 
the  co-operation  of  Harvard  University  in  bringing  to  accomp- 
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lishment  that  long  cherished  dream  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and 
the  Director  of  the  Library  —  the  establishment  of  a  business 
reference  branch  in  downtown  Boston. 


Agreement  by  and  between  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston 
Public  Library  and  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard 
College. 

Whereas,  in  order  that  the  material  of  the  Boston  Public  Library 
relating  to  business  and  business  education  and  business  administration  and 
the  material  of  the  Harvard  Business  Library  may  be  made  available  in 
such  a  way  as  to  render  the  greatest  practicable  service  to  the  community 
and  to  the  cause  of  business  education  and  research  at  a  minimimi  cost, 
it  is  hereby  agreed  as  follows: 

1.  The  Trustees  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  shall  constitute  the 
Harvard  Business  Library,  located  in  that  part  of  Boston  known  as 
Brighton,  a  depositary  for  books  and  other  material  as  hereinafter  pro- 
vided, the  Harvard  Business  Library  becoming  to  this  extent  a  branch 
of  the  Boston  Public  Library.  The  books  and  other  material  so  deposited 
shall  be  combined  with  similar  material  of  the  Harvard  Business  Library 
and  the  two  catalogued  joindy. 

2.  The  Harvard  Business  Library  shall  furnish  the  physical  facilities 
and  equipment  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  take  over  such  books  and  material 
as  shall  be  agreed  upon,  thus  relieving  the  Boston  Public  Library  of 
considerable  expense  for  operation  and  releasing  space  in  the  Boston 
Public  Library  for  other  uses. 

3.  Tlie  Harvard  Business  Library  will,  as  rapidly  as  its  resources 
permit,  prosecute  the  work  of  introducing  the  books  and  material  into  its 
shelves  and  cataloguing  them.  Such  sum  or  sums  as  the  Trustees  of  the 
Boston  Public  Library  may  at  any  time  and  from  time  to  time  before 
completion  of  this  work  contribute  to  its  prosecution  the  Harvard  Business 
School  will  devote  to  the  purpose,  and  by  so  much  will  the  work  be 
expedited  and  the  full  use  of  the  collection  become  available  earlier. 

4.  The  Boston  Public  Library  will  furnish  the  Harvard  Business 
Library  with  a  copy  of  the  essential  information  in  its  existing  catalogue 
relating  to  the  transferred  material. 

5.  The  books  and  other  material  transferred  to  the  library  of  the 
Harvard  School  of  Business  Administration  by  the  Boston  Public  Library, 
with  the  other  material  belonging  to  the  Business  Library  and  any  additions 
however  made,  shall  be  available  for  use  by  such  persons  as  would  be 
entitled  to  use  the  same  if  contained  in  the  Central  Building  of  the  Boston 
Public  Library,  subject  to  any  restrictions  made  in  an  instrument  of  gift 
of  any  such  books  or  material  and  to  reasonable  restrictions  to  the  use 
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of  particular  items  of  books  or  material  which  may  be  made  by  the 
authorities  of  the  Harvard  Business  School  Library.  It  is  understood  that 
the  Library  of  the  Harvard  Schpol  of  Business  Administration  will  afford 
reasonable  opportunity  for  such  use  in  its  library  building,  so  far  as  suck 
use  is  consistent  with  the  ordinary  and  usual  service  for  which  the  facilities 
of  the  library  are  adapted.  In  the  discretion  of  its  authorities,  however, 
the  Library  of  the  Harvard  School  of  Business  Administration  may  re- 
strict such  use  in  its  library  building  to  the  extent  of  its  facilities  for  service; 
in  case  of  such  restriction  the  Boston  Public  Library  may  provide  for 
such  use  in  its  Central  Building,  and  may  call  for  such  books  and  material 
as  are  required  from  time  to  time  by  its  card-holders  for  such  use,  in  ac- 
cordance with  and  subject  to  such  reasonable  regulations  as  may  be  from 
time  to  time  agreed  upon  between  the  authorities  of  the  two  libraries. 

6.  Both  libraries  are  to  co-operate  to  as  full  an  extent  as  is  practicable 
in  the  inter-loan  of  books,  to  the  end  that  the  material  of  each  shall  be  so 
used  as  to  be  of  maximum  benefit  to  the  community. 

7.  The  books  and  material  intended  to  be  covered  by  this  agreement 
are  those  pertinent  to  the  work  of  the'  Harvard  Business  Library  which 
are  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Librarian  of  the  Boston  Public  Library, 
needed  for  current  use  of  the  Boston  Public  Library.  The  Librarian  of 
the  Boston  Public  Library  may  at  any  time  recall  from  deposit  speciBc 
material  for  which  need  has  arisen.  • 

8.  All  details  as  to  the  transferring  of  the  books  and  material  to  the 
Harvard  Business  Library  under  this  agreement  shall  be  under  the  direction 
of  the  Librarians  of  the  two  Libraries.  Books  and  material  so  transferred 
shall  remain  the  property  of  the  Boston  Public  Library.  Lists  of  boob 
and  materials  actually  delivered  shall  be  signed  by  the  two  Librarians  or 
someone  authorized  to  sign  on  their  behalf. 

9.  It  is  expected  that  the  arrangement  for  which  provision  is  made  in 
this  agreement  will  be  permanent.  It  is,  however,  understood  that  if  it 
appears  to  either  party  to  be  undesirable  it  may  be  terminated  upon  con- 
ditions to  be  the  subject  of  consideration  at  the  time,  but  which,  so  far 
as  possible,  will  work  a  minimum  of  damage  to  either  party  and  which 
will  leave  both  with  as  complete  collections  of  books  and  material  as  is 
possible  under  the  circumstances. 

1 0.  Each  party  shall  bear  the  risk  of  loss  by  fire  or  other  hazard  or 
by  theft ;  it  being  understood  that  the  Harvard  Business  Library  will  give 
the  same  degree  of  care  to  the  books  and  material  of  both  parties. 

1 1 .  The  two  institutions,  that  is  to  say,  the  Trustees  of  the  Bostmi 
Public  Library  and  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  College,  stand 
ready  to  co-operate  in  the  establishment,  as  a  branch  of  the  Boston  Public 
Library,  of  a  business  reference  library  in  the  downtown  section  of  Boston, 
to  be  established,  operated  and  maintained  by  and  in  connection  with  the 
two  Libraries.    The  expense  of  such  a  reference  library  would  have  to  be 
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borne  presumably  by  the  business  community,  or  at  any  rate  by  some  per- 
son or  persons  other  than  the  two  Libraries. 

In  Witness  Whereof  the  parties  hereto  have  caused  their  official 
seals  and  signatures  to  be  affixed  by  their  duly  authorized  officers  this 
fifteenth  day  of  January  1927. 

The  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  College 

By:  A.  Lawrence  Lowell  (signed) 

PreddenL 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Pubuc  Library 
OF  THE  City  of  Boston. 

By:  Guy  W.  Currier  (dgned) 

PreudenL 
Attest:  Charles  F.  D.  Belden  (signed) 


protection  of  some  of  the  LIBRARY'S  TREASURES. 

I  The  necessity  of  more  adequately  protecting  the  rare  and  valu- 
able special  collections  of  the  Library  having  been  considered  by 
the  Trustees  for  some  time,  the  following  communication  was  ad- 
dressed to  Your  Honor  on  November  27,  1926: 


THE   PUBLIC  LIBRARY  OF  THE  CITY  OF   BOSTON 

Copley  Square.  Boston,  Mass. 
November  27,  1926, 
Hon.  Malcolm  E.  Nichols, 
Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
Sir: 

The  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  desire  to  bring  again  to  your  at- 
tention the  urgent  necessity  for  the  relocation  and  more  adequate  protection 
of  the  treasures  of  the  library,  consisting  of  many  volumes  whose  value 
cannot  be  estimated,  and  thousands  which,  if  lost,  could  not  be  replaced. 

Reports  have  been  submitted  relating  to  the  necssary  changes  and 
reconstruction  to  be  undertaken  in  the  Central  Library  Building  for  the 
safe-keeping  of  such  material  as  follows : 

In  March  1926,  from  John'  C.  Paige  &  Co. ;  m  April,  from  the  office 
of  the  Building  Commissioner,  and  in  May,  from  0*Brion,  Russell  &  Co. 

Hie  Paige  report  was  referred  to  you  on  March  1 2,  and  by  you  for- 
warded to  the  Budget  Commissioner  for  consideration.  The  additional 
reports  were  obtained  and  submitted  at  the  latter's  request. 

Tlie  reports  are  practically  unanimous  in  their  findings  and  recom- 
hiendations;  namely: 
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Change  the  present  Music  Room  into  a  Treasure  Room  with  die 
necessary  fire-proof  construction  and  equipment,  and  reconstruct  the  present 
Barton-Ticknor  Room  and  the  North  Gallery  with  fire-proof  equipment 

These  changes  will  allow  the  safe-guarding,  against  fire,  of  the  valuable 
collections,  and  permit  some  additional  shelving,  the  need  for  which  is 
already  pressing. 

G>ntemplated  changes  also  include  the  installation  of  the  sprinkler 
system  in  the  Bindery  and  Printing  Departments  in  the  annex,  and  of  more 
importance,  the  completion  of  the  system  in  the  basement  of  the  Central 
Building. 

Careful  estimates  have  been  submitted  as  to  the  probable  cost  of  the 
necessary  and  desired  changes.  It  is  expected  that  contracts  can  be  let 
covering  all  the  work,  and  including  incidental  expenses,  for  amounts  not 
exceeding  $260,000  in  the  aggregate. 

Tlie  Board  commends  this  expenditure  to  you  as  the  only  plan  for 
meeting  a  serious  situation  relating  to  the  proper  care  of  the  treasures  of 
the  library,  and  eamesdy  urges  upon  you  the  importance  of  a  special 
appropriation  for  this  purpose.  ' 

Very  truly  yours 

The  Trustees  of  the  Pubuc 
,  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

By :  CuY  W.  Currier  {signed) 

PreMtnL 


In  response  to  this  request,  and  on  Your  Honor's  recommen- 
dation the  City  Council  on  December  12,  1927  passed  the 
following  order: 

"Ordered:  that  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  to  be  expended  by 
the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  for  the  Central  Library  Building, 
Fireproof ing.  Improvements,  etc.,  and  that  to  meet  said  appropriation 
the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  the 
request  of  the  Mayor,' bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the 
city  to  said  amount.'* 

TRUST  FUNDS. 

The  Trustees  welcome  bequests  of  money,  and  hope  that 
generous  testators  may  remember  the  Library.  It  is  from  such 
sources  only  that  they  can  make  purchases  of  rare  works,  whidi 
give  value  and  rank  to  a  great  educational  institution  but  for 
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which  diey  hesitate  to  expend  public  funds  appropriated  for 
more  popular  and  pressing  use. 

As  a  matter  of  interest  to  the  public,  the  Board  has  pleasure  in 
listing  herewidi  the  present  trust  funds  of  the  Library,  with  ex- 
planatory notes. 

Artz  Fund  —  Donation  from  Miss  ViCTORINE  Thomas  Artz,  of  Chi- 
cago; the  income  of  this  sum  to  be  employed  in  the  purchase  of 
valuable,  rare  editions  of  the  writings,  either  in  verse  or  prose,  of 
American  and  foreign  authors.  These  books  are  to  be  known  as  the 
''Longfellow  Memorial  G>llection."  Received  in  1896. 
Imesied  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  $10,000.00 

Bates  Fund  —  Donation  made  by  JosHUA  BATES,  of  London,  in  March, 
1853.* 

"The  income  only  of  this  fund  is  to  be  each  and  every  year  expended 
in  the  purchase  of  such  books  of  permanent  value  and  authority  as 
may  be  found  most  needful  and  most  useful.'*     Payable  to  die 
Mayor  of  the  City  for  the  time  being. 
Imesied  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  $50,000.00 

Bigelow  Fund  —  Donation  made  by  John  P-  Bigelow  m  August, 
1850,  when  Mayor  of  the  city. 

The  income  from  this  fund  is  to  be  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of 
books  for  the  increase  of  the  library. 
I  wrested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  $1,000.00 

Robert  Charles  Billings  Fund  —  Bequest  of  ROBERT  CHARLES  BlL- 
UNGS. 

*'The  sum  to  constitute  a  permanent  fund  for  said  library,  to  be 
called  the  Robert  Charles  Billings  Fund,  the  income  only  to  be  used 
for  the  purposes  of  the  purchase  of  books  for  said  library.**     Re* 
ceived  in  1903. 
Imesied  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds  $  1 00,000.00 

Bowditch  Fund  —  Bequest  of  J.  Ingersoll  Bowditch.     Received  in 
1890. 

The  whole  income  in  each  and  every  year  to  be  expended  in  the 
purchase  of  books  of  permanent  value  and  authority  in  maAematics 
and  astronomy. 

/nves/eJ  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-<)uarter 
per  cent  Bond $10,000.00 

Bradlee  Fund  —  Bequest  of  the  Rev.  Caleb  Davis  Bradlee  to  die 
Boston  Public  Library.     Received  in  1897. 
Imesied  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-half  per 
cent  Bond $1,000.00 

Joseph  H.  Center  Fund  —  Bequest  of  JosEPH  H.  CENTER,  the  income 
thereof  to  be  at  all  times  applied  to  the  purchase  of  books  and  other 
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additions  to  the  Kbrary.     Received  in  1905. 

Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds  $1 ,600.00 

City  of  Boston  Hiree  and  one-half  per  cent  Bonds  32,300.00 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  Three  and  one-half 

per  cent  Bond 6.OO0.00 

Cash  in  City  Treasury,  December  31,  1927.  8.89 

^ :     "  $39,908.89 

Children's  Fund  —  Bequest  of  JosiAH  H.  Benton  of  $100,000,  to  be 
held  as  'The  Children's  Fund,"  and  the  income  applied  to  the  par- 
chase  of  books  for  the  use  of  the  young,  to  be  appUed  fcNr  diose  pur- 
poses only  in  years  when  the  city  ai^ropriates  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  Library  at  least  three  per  cent  of  the  amount  available  for 
department  expenses  from  taxes  and  income  in  said  city.  In  any  year 
when  the  city  does  not  thus  appropriate  at  least  three  per  cent  of  the 
amount  available  for  department  expenses  from  taxes  and  income  in 
said  City,  the  income  given  in  said  will  for  the  purchase  of  bo6b 
shall  be  paid  to  the  Rector  of  Trinity  Church  in  die  City  of  Boston 
to  be  by  him  dispensed  in  relieving  the  necessities  of  the  poor. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-quarter  per 

cent  Bond $15,000.00 

City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  42.000 
City  of  Boston  Three  and  one-half  per  cent  Bond    .        20,000.00 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  Three  and  one- 
half  per  cent  Bond 20.000.00 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  Four  per  cent 

Bond 6,000.00 

Cash  in  City  Treasury,  December  31,  1927     .  117.74 

$103,117.74 
Clement  Fund  —  Bequest  of  the  late  FRANK  CLEMENT,  of  Newton,  to 
be  known  as  the  "Frank  Clement  Fund,"  the  income  to  be  applied 
to  the  purchase  of  books.    Received  in  1915. 
Imested  in  Gty  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  $2,000.00 

Henry  Sargent  Codman  Memorial  Fund  —  This  is  a  contribution  from 
the  friends  of  Henry  Sargent  Codman,  to  be  used  to  perpetuate 
the  memory  of  Mr.  Codman  by  the  purchase  of  books  upon  land- 
scape gardening.  It  is  the  desire  of  the  subscribers  that  a  special 
book  plate  shall  be  inserted  in  each  of  the  volumes  purchased,  identi- 
fying it  as  part  of  their  memorial  collection.  Received  in  1 898. 
Invested  in  City  of  Bo«ton  Three  and  one-half  per 

cent  Bond $2,800.00 

Cash  in  City  Treasury,  December  31,   1927.  54.41 

$2,854.41 
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Cutter  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Abram  E.  Cutter  of  four  thousand  dol- 
lars and  his  Kbrary  of  books,  the  income  of  the  fund  to  be  expended 
for  the  purchase  of  books,  and  for  binding.     Received  in  1901. 
/nves/eJ  in  City  of  Boston  Three  per  cent  Bond  $4,000.00 

City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-half  per  cent  Bond  100.00 

Cash  in  City  Treasury^  December  31,  1927.  40.00 

$4,140.00 

Elizabedi  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Sarah  A.  Matchett,  late  of  Brookline, 
who  died  October  6,  1 9 1 0,  the  object  of  which  is  stated  in  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  her  will: 

"I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  to  be  called  the  Eliza- 
beth fund,  to  be  received,  held  and  securely  invested,  and  only  the 
net  income  therefrom  expended  every  year  in  the  purchase  of  such 
books  of  permanent  valdb  and  authority  as  may  be  most  useful  in 
said  Library.'* 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  $23,000.00 

Daniel  Sharp  Ford  Fund  —  A  bequest  of  Daniel  Sharp  Ford  to  the 
Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston.     Received  in   1900. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Three  per  cent  Bond  .  $6,000.00 

Franklin  Club  Fund  —  Donation  made  in  June,  1 863,  by  a  literary  asso- 
ciation of  young  men  in  Boston,  who,  at  the  dissolution  of  the  asso- 
ciation, authorized  its  trustees,  Thomas  Minns,  John  J.  French  and 
J.  Franklin  Reed,  to  dispose  of  the  funds  on  hand  in  such  manner 
as  to  them  should  seem  judicious.  They  elected  to  bestow  them  on  the 
Public  Library,  attaching  thereto  only  the  following  conditions: 
"In  trust,  that  the  income,  but  the  income  only,  shall,  year  by  year,  be 
expended  in  the  purchase  of  books  of  permanent  value,  for  the  use  of 
the  free  Public  Library  of  the  city,  and  as  far  as  practicable  of  such 
a  character  as  to  be  of  special  interest  to  young  men.**  The  trustees 
expressed  a  preference  for  books  relative  to  government  and  political 
economy. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-quarter 

per  cent  Bond $1,000.00 

Isabella  Stewart  Gardner  Fund  —  Bequest  of  ISABELLA  Stewart 

Gardner. 

"To  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  Public  Library,  for  the  Brown 

Musical  Library,  for  a  memorial  to  B.  J.  Lang.**     Received  in 

1924. 

Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four^)er  cent  Bonds    .  $5,000.00 

Morris  Gest  Fund  —  Donation  made  by  Mr.  Morris  Gest  in  December 
1925,  the  gross  receipts  from  a  benefit  performance  for  the  Library 
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of  "The  Miracle",  —  $2,652.50,  the  income  to  be  used  in  the  in- 
terest of  dramatic  art. 
Deposited  in  Hibemia  Savings  Bank  .        $2,652.50 

Green  Fund  —  Dcmations  of  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green  of  $2,000,  the 

income  of  which  is  to  be  expended  for  the  purchase  of  books  relating 
to  American  history.     Received  in  1878  and  1884. 
Imesiei  in 

City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  ....  1 ,500.00 

City  of  Boston  Three  per  cent  Bond  500.00 

$2,000.00 
Charlotte  Harris  Fund  —  Bequest  of  CHARLOTTE  HARRIS,  late  of  Bos- 
ton, the  object  of  which  is  stated  in  the  following  extract  from  her 
will:  "I  give  to  the  Charlestown  Public  Library  $10,000,  to  be 
invested  of  interest,  which  interest  is  to  be  applied  to  the  purchaie 
of  books  published  before  1 850.  I  also  give  to  said  Public  library 
my  own  private  Kbrary  and  the  portrait  of  my  grandfather,  Richard 
Devens."  Bequests  accepted  by  City  Council,  July  31,  1877. 
Imesied  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-quarter 

per  cent  Bond $10,000.00 

Thomas  B.  Harris  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Thomas  B.  Harris,  late  of 
Charlestown,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Charlestown  Public  Library. 
Received  in  1 884.  ^ 

Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  $1,000,00 

Hyde  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Frankun  P.  Hyde  of  Boston,  to  be  known 
as  the  "Franklin  P.  Hyde  Fund,*'  the  income  to  be  ai^lied  to  the 
purchase  of  books  and  other  library  material.     Received  in  1915. 
/nvesteJ  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds   .  $3,600,00 

Cash,  December  31.   1927 32.40 

$3,632.40 
David  P.  Kimball  Fund  —  Bequest  of  David  P.  Kimball. 

"I  give  to  the  PubKc  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston,  the  income  to 
be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books.  $10,000.*'  Received  in  1924. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds  $9,000.00 

City  of  Boston  Three  and  one-half  per  cent  Bond  1,000 

$10,000.00 

Lx>uis  E.  Kirstein  Fund  —  Donation  of  $  1 ,000  made  by  Mr.  Louis  E. 
Kirstein  in  October  1925,  *'to  be  used  for  any  purpose  of  the  Li- 
brary that  the  Trustees  see  fit  to  put  it  to." 

October,  1925 $1,000.00 

October.   1926.     ..:....  1,000.00 

November,    1927 1,000.00 

Deposited  in  Hibemia  Savings  Bank  .  .  $3,000.00 
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Arthur  Mason  Knapp  Fund  —  Elxtract  from  the  will  of  Katherine 
Knapp:  "To  the  Trustees  of  the  PubKc  Library  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  ($10,000),  to  be  known 
as  the  Arthur  Mason  Knapp  Fund,  of  which  the  income  only  shall 
be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  said  Kbrary.  And  I  hereby 
request  that  such  books  be  designated  with  an  appropriate  label  or 
inscription,  bearing  the  name  of  the  Fund.**  Received  in  1914. 
Imested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond     .        $10,000.00 

Abbott  Lawrence  Fund  —  Bequest  of  AbbotT  Lawrence,  of  Boston. 
Received  in  1860.     The  interest  on  this  fund  is  to  be  exclusively 
apprc^riated  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  said  library  having 
a  permanent  value. 
Imesied  in  City  of  Boston  Three  and  one-half  per 

cent  Bond  .        .       : $10,000.00 

ELdward  Lawrence  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Edward  Lawrence,  of  Charles- 
town.  Received  in  1886.  The  following  clause  from  lus  will 
explains  its  purpose: 

"To  hold  and  apply  the  income  and  so  much  of  the  principal  as  they 
may  choose,  to  the  purchase  of  special  books  of  reference  to  be  kept 
and  used  only  at  the  Charlestown  branch  of  said  Public  Library.'* 
Irv^esied  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  $300,00 

Mrs.  John  A.  Lewis  Fund  —  Bequest  of  ELIZABETH  Lewis,  to  be  known 
a«  die  Mrs.  John  A.  Lewis  Fund:  "I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Bos- 
ton Public  Library  the  sum  of  $5,000  as  a  fund,  the  income  of  which 
is  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  such  old  and  rare  books  as  shall  be 
fitly  selected  to  augment  the  collection  known  as  the  John  A.  Lewis 
Library.**  Received  in  1903. 
Imested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  $5,000.00 

Charles  Greely  Loring  Memorial  Fund  —  Donation  from  the  family  of 
Charles  Greely  Loring,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  expended 
for  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  West  End  Branch.  Received  in 
1896. 

ff 

Imested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  $500,00 

Charles  Mead  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Charles  Mead,  to  constitute  the 
Charles  Mead  Public  Library  Trust  Fund  for  the  promotion  of  the 
objects  of  the  Public  Library  in  such  manner  as  the  government  of 
said  library  shall  deem  best,  and  so  far  as  the  government  shall  deem 
consistent  with  the  objects  of  the  library  to  be  used  for  the  benefit 
of  the  South  Boston  Branch  Library.  Received  in  1896. 
Invested  in  Gty  of  Boston  Four  and  one-half  per 

cent   Bond $2,500.00 

Tlie  Oakland  Hall  Trust  Fund  —  By  an  interlocutory  decree  of  the 
Probate  Court  for  the  County  of  Suffolk,  the  amount  of  $11 ,781 .44 
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was  received,  the  same  being  one-half  of  the  net  amount  received  from 
the  disposition  of  certain  property  held  by  the  Trustees,  under  an 
indenture  between  Amor  HoUingsworth,  Sumner  A.  Burt  and  Amor 
L.  HoIHngsworth,  all  of  Milton,  Mass.,  and  John  H.  McKendry, 
of  Boston,  Mass.,  entered  into  the  sixth  day  of  August,  1870.  The 
above  amount  was  accepted  by  the  City,  January  2,  1 924,  and  die 
Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  voted  to  invest  the  same  under  the 
name  of  "The  Oakland  Hall  Trust  Fund,**  the  income  to  be  applied 
to  the  purchase  of  books  and  other  library  material  for  the  Mattapan 
Branch. 

Imfested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds  .  $1 1,780.00 
Cash,  December  31,  1927 1.44 

$11,781.44 
John  Boyle  O'Reilly  Fund  —  Donation  received  from  the  Papyrus 
Club  to  establish  a  fund  in  memory  of  John  Boyle  O'Reilly,  late 
member  of  said  club,  the  income  of  said  fund  to  be  devoted  to  the 
purchase  of  books  for  the  Boston  Public  Library.  Received  in  1 897. 
Imesied  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond     .  $1,000.00 

Phillips  Fund  —  Donation  made  by  JONATHAN  PHILLIPS,  of  Boston, 
in  April,  1853. 

The  interest  of  this  fund  is  to  be  used  exclusively  for  die  purchase 
of  books  for  said  library.    , 

Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  .  $10,000.00 
Also  a  bequest  by  the  same  gentleman  in  his  will  dated  September 
20,  1849. 

The  interest  (mi  which  is  to  be  annually  devoted  to  the  maintenance  of 
a  free  Public  Library. 
Imeited  in  City  of  Boston  Three  and  one-half  per 

cent  Bond $20,000.00 

Both  of  these  items  are  payable  to  the  Mayor  of  the  Qty  for  die 
time  being. 

Pierce  Fund  —  Donation  made  by  Henry  L  Pierce.  Mayor  of  die 
City,  November  29,  1 873,  and  accepted  by  the  City  Council,  De- 
cember 27,  1873. 

Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds  $4,000.00 

City  of  Boston  Three  and  one-half  per  cent  Bond    .  1 ,000.00 

$5,000.00 

Sarah  E.  Pratt  Fund  —  Bequest  from  Sarah  E.  Pratt,  late  of  Boston, 
under  the  14th  clause  of  her  will,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Dorchester 
Branch,  $500.00.    Received  in  January,  1922. 
Distribution  of  residue  of  estate  on   May   7,    1924,    $964.30. 
By  vote  of  the  Trustees  the  bequest  to  be  funded  as  the  Sarah  EL 
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Pratt  Fund,  die  income  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  books  for  the 
Dorchester  Branch. 

Imested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond     .  1 ,400.00 

City  of  Boston  Three  and  three-quarters  per  cent  Bond  90.00 

Cash  in  City  Treasury,  December,  1927.  4.18 

^;'    *  $1,494.18 

Guilford  Reed  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Helen,  Leah  Reed,  as  a  memorial  to 
Guilford  S.  Reed ;  the  income  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  books 
of  non-fiction. 
Deposited  in  Dorchester  Savings  Bank  $1,000.00 

John  Singer  Sargent  Fund  —  Balance  remaining  in  hands  of  surviving 
trustees  of  fund  originally  raised  to  install  in  the,  Library  decorations 
by  John  Singer  Sargent;  the  income  to  be  used  for  the  care  and 
preservation  of  the  Sargent  decorations,  etc. 
Deposited  in  Dorchester  Savings  Bank  $3,858.24 

Scholfield  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Arthur  Scholfield,  who  died  in  New 
York,  January  1 7,  1 883.  The  interest  to  be  paid  to  certain  heirs 
during  their  lives,  and  then  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books  of 
permanent  value.  The  last  heir,  Joseph  Scholfield,  died  November 
1 8,  1 889,  and  by  his  will  bequeathed  to  the  City  of  Boston  die  sum 
of  $1 1,766.67,  which  represents  the  income  of  said  fund  received 
by  him  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  to  which  was  added  $33,33 
accrued  interest  on  deposit  up  to  the  time  of  investment,  to  be  added 
to  the  fund  given  by  his  brother. 

Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds  $41,800.00 

Gty  of  Boston  Four  and  one-quarter  per  cent  Bond  1 2,000.00 

City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-half  per  cent  Bonds  6,000.00 

City  of  Boston  Three  and  three-quarters  per  cent  Bonds    2,000.00 

$61,800.00 
Sewall  Fund  —  Extract  from  the  will  of  Richard  Black  Sewall: 
**  Tenth,  —  I  bequeath  the  following  pecuniary  legacies  clear  of  lega- 
cy tax,  namely.  To  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  the  City 
of  Boston  $25,000  (twenty-five  thousand  dollars)  to  be  added  to 
their  funds  and  the  income  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books." 
Received  in  1918. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-quarter  per 

cent  Bond $25,000.00 

Skinner  Fund  —  Extract  from  the  will  of  Francis  Skinner: 

**El€Venth.  —  All  my  books  and  library  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my 
son,  to  be  enjoyed  by  him  during  his  life  and  after  his  death  to  be 
distributed  as  he  shall  appoint  among  such  public  libraries,  as  he  shall 
judge  fit,  and  in  case  he  makes  no  such  appointment  then  to  the 
Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  ofi  the  City  of  Boston. 
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'* Sixteenth.  —  All  the  rest  and  residue  of  my  said  property  of  what- 
ever kind,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  Augustus  P.  Loring  and  J.  Lewis 
Stackpole  in  trust  to  pay  the  net  income  to  my  sob  Francis  Skinner, 
Jr.,  during  his  Ufe,  or  to  apply  the  same  to  his  maintmance  and  sup- 
port, or  the  maintenance  and  support  of  any  issue  of  his,  as  they  shall 
think  best  during  his  life ;  and  at  his  death  to  apply  the  income  to  the 
maintenance  and  support  of  his  issue  until  his  youngest  child  shall 
reach  the  age  of  2 1  years  and  then  to  distribute  said  property  among 
said  issue,  the  issue  of  a  deceased  child  to  take  the  share  a  parent 
would  have  taken  if  living. 

"If  there  shall  be  no  issue  surviving  at  the  time  of  my  son's  deadu 
then  to  turn  the  said  property  into  cash  and  to  divide  it  equally 
among  the  following  legatees:  The  Trustees  of  the  Public  library 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  of  Boston,  Massa- 
chusetts, the  Massachusetts  General  HoH>ital,  the  Medical  School 
of  Harvard  University,  and  the  Free  Hospital  for  Women,  Brook- 
line,  Massachusetts.'*  Received  in  1914. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Three  and  one-half  per 

cent  Bond $40,000.00 

City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds         ...  1 0,250.00 

City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-half  per  cent  Bond  200.00 

1 6  shares  Worcester  Street  Railway  Company        .  1 ,280.00 

Cash,  December  31,   1927 2.14 

$51,732.14 
South  Boston  Branch  Library  Trust  Fund  —  Donation  of  a  citizen  of 
South  Boston,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  expended  for  the  benefit 
of  the  South  Boston  Branch  Library.     Received  in  1 879. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-quarter  per 

cent  Bond $100.00 

Mary  Elizabeth  Stewart  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Mary  Euzabeth  STEW- 
ART of  $3,500  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  Public  library.    The 
Trustees  voted  under  date  of  June  29,  1923,  that  the  income  be 
applied  to  the  purchase  of  books  and  other  library  material. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  $3,500.00 

James  Jackson  Storrow  (Harvard  '57)  Fund  —  Gift  of  Helen  Storrow 
and  Elizabeth  Randolph  Storrow  as  a  memorial  to  James  Jackson 
Storrow,  Senior ;  income  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  Italian  books. 
Deposited  in  Boston  Five  Cent  Savings  Bank     .        $10,000.00 

Dorchester  Savings  Bank  .  5,000.00 

Suffolk  Savings  Bank        .  1 0,000.00 

$25,000.00 

Patrick  F.  Sullivan  Bequest  —  Elxtract  from  will:  "I  give  and  bequeath 

to  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  Public  library  the  sum  of  five  thousr 
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and  dollars,  the  principal  or  income  of  said  sum  to  be  expended  by 
them  for  the  purchase  of  Catholic  standard  books,  said  books  to  be 
approved  by  the  Archbishop  of  the  diocese  of  Boston,  Mass.,  or  by 
the  President  of  the  Trustees  of  Boston  College,  in  Boston,  Mass." 
Received  in  1 908. 

This  bequest,  together  with  interest  amounting  to  $339.61,  has  been 
expended  for  books. 

Ticknor  Bequest  —  By  the  will  of  George  Ticknor,  of  Boston,  he 
gave  to  the  City  of  Boston,  on  the  death  of  his  wife,  all  his  books  and 
manuscripts  in  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  languages,  about  four 
thousand  volumes,  and  also  the  sum  of  four  thousand  dollars.  After 
the  receipt  of  said  sums  the  city  is  required  to  spend  not  less  than 
one  thousand  dollars  in  every  five  years  during  the  twenty-five  years 
next  succeeding  (i.e.,  the  income  of  four  thousand  dollars,  at  the 
rate  of  five  per  cent  per  annum)  in  the  purchase  of  books  in  the 
Spanish  and  Portuguese  languages  and  literature.  At  the  end  of 
twenty-five  years  the  income  of  said  sum  to  be  expended  annually  in 
the  purchase  of  books  of  permanent  value,  either  in  the  Spanish  or 
Portuguese  languages,  or  in  such  other  languages  as  may  be  deemed 
expedient  by  those  having  charge  of  the  library.  The  books  be- 
queathed or  purchased  are  always  to  be  freely  accessible  for  reference 
or  study,  but  are  not  to  be  loaned  for  use  outside  of  the  library  build- 
ing. If  these  bequests  are  not  accepted  by  the  city,  and  the  trusts 
and  conditions  faithfully  executed,  the  books,  manuscripts  and  money 
are  to  be  given  to  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  College. 
In  order  that  the  city  might  receive  the  immediate  benefit  of  this 
contribution,  Anna  Ticknor,  widow  of  the  donor,  relinquished  her 
right  to  retain  during  her  life  the  books  and  manuscripts,  and  placed 
them  under  the  control  of  the  city,  the  City  Council  having  previously 
accepted  the  bequests  in  accordance  with  the  terms  and  conditions  of 
said  will,,  and  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  received  said  be- 
quests on  behalf  of  the  city,  and  made  suitable  arrangements  for  the 
care  and  custody  of  the  books  and  manuscripts.  Received  in  1671. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-half  per 

cent  Bond $4,000.00 

William  C.  Todd  Newspaper  Fund  —  Donation  by  WiLLIAM  C.  ToDD, 
accepted  by  order  of  the  City  Council,  approved  October  30.  1 897, 
the  income  to  be  at  least  two  thousand  dollars  a  year,  to  be  ex- 
pended by  the  Library  Trustees  for  newspapers  of  this  and  other 
countries. 

Invested  m  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  $25,000.00 

City  of  Boston  Three  and  three-quarters  per 

cent  Bond  $25,000.00 

$50,000.00 
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Townsend  Fund  —  Donation  from  William  Minot  and  WilUam  Minot, 
Jr.,  executors  of  the  will  of  Mary  P.  ToWNSEND,  of  Boston,  at 
whose  disposal  she  left  a  certain  portion  of  her  estate  in  trust  for  sudi 
charitable  and  public  institutions  as  they  might  think  meritorious. 
Said  executors  accordingly  selected  the  Public  Library  of  the  Gty 
of  Boston  as  one  of  such  institutions,  and  attached  the  following  con- 
ditions to  the  legacy:  "The  income  only  shall,  in  each  and  eveiy 
year,  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  use  of  the  library; 
each  of  which  books  shall  have  been  published  in  some  one  editioii 
at  least  five  years  at  the  time  it  may  be  so  purchased."  Received  in 
1879. 
Imesied  in  City  of  Boston  Three  and  one-half  per 

cent  Bond $4,000.06 

Treadwell  Fund  —  By  the  will  of  the  late  Daniel  Treadwell,  of 
Cambridge,  late  Rumford  Professor  in  Harvard  College,  who  died 
February  27,  1872,  he  left  the  residue  of  his  estate,  after  payment 
of  debts,  legacies,  etc.,  in  trust  to  his  executors,  to  hold  during  the 
life  of  his  wife  for  her  benefit,  and  after  her  decease  to  divide  the 
residue  then  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees,  as  therein  pro- 
vided, and  convey  one-fifth  part  thereof  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Pd>fic 
Library  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

By  order  of  the  City  Council,  ai)proved  May  1 7,  1 872.  said  bequest 
was  accepted  and  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  authorized  to 
receive  the  same  and  invest  it  in  the  City  of  Boston  Bonds,  income 
of  which  is  to  be  expended  by  said  Trustees  in  such  manner  as  they 
may  deem  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Library. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-half  per 

cent   Bond $1,000.00 

City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-quarter  per  cent  Bonds  3. 1 00.00 

City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds.  .        .  9.650.00 

Cash  in  City  Treasury,  December  31,  1927.  .  37.69 

$13,987.69 

Tufts  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Nathan  A.  TUFTS,  of  Charlestown.  to  be 
known  as  the  '*Nathan  A.  Tufts  Fund.**  the  income  to  be  appEed 
at  all  times  to  the  purchase  of  books  and  other  additions  to  the  library 
to  be  placed  in  the  Charlestown  Branch.     Received  in  1906. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Three  and  one-half 

per  cent  Bond $       100.00 

Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per 

cent  Bonds 10.000.00 

Cash  in  City  Treasury.  December  31.  1927.        .  31.77 

$10,131.77 
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Twentieth  Regiment  Memorial  Fund  —  Donation  on  account  of  the 

Twentieth  Regiment  Memorial  Fund,  the  income  to  be  used 

for  the  purchase  of  books  of  a  miKtary  and  patriotic  character,  to  be 
placed  in  the  alcove  appropriated  as  a  memorial  to  the  Twentieth 
Regiment     Received  in  1 897. 
Imested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-quarter  per 

cent  Bond *     .  $5,000.00 

Wales  Fund  —  Extract  from  the  will  of  George  C.  Wales: 

'*After  the  foregoing  bequests  I  direct  that  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
dollars  be  paid  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  the  same  to  be  held,  managed  and  invested  by  them,  so  as 
to  produce  an  income,  and  the  said  income  to  be  applied  to  the  pur- 
chase of  such  books  for  said  Library  as  they  may  deem  best**  Re- 
ceived in  1918. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-quarter  per 

cent  Bond $5,000.00 

Mchitablc  C.  C.  Wilson  Fund  —  Bequest  of  Mehitable  C.  C.  Wil- 
SON,  the  income  to  be  expended  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  the 
Boston  Public  Library.     Received  in  1913. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds     .  $1 ,000.00 

Whitney  Funds  —  Bequests  of  James  Lyman  Whitney,  who  died  Sep- 
tember 25,   1910. 

AEce  Lincoln  Whitney  Fund  —  The  twelfth  clause  of  his  will  di- 
rected that:  One-tenth  of  said  remaining  mcome  of  the  principal 
fund,  I  direct  to  be  paid  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  to  be  held  and  accumulated  by  said  Trustees  and 
permanently  invested  and  re-invested.  The  first  five  thousand  dollars 
of  income  so  accumulated,  including  the  income  thereon  arising  during 
the  period  of  accumulation,  I  request  to  be  funded  in  the  name  of 
my  sister,  Alice  Lincoln  Whitney,  and  the  income  of  said  fund  after 
its  accumulation  or  so  much  of  said  income  as  may  be  required,  to 
be  paid  to  such  employees  of  the  said  Library,  who  are  sick  and  in 
need  of  help,  as  the  Trustees  may  in  their  discretion  deem  most 
worthy  (there  are  often  such  cases).  Any  amount  of  income  from 
said  accumulated  fund  kiot  needed  for  the  purpose  just  mentioned 
shall  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books  and  manuscripts. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-quarter 

per  cent  Bond 1,000.00 

Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds.  4,000.00 

$5,000.00 
James  Lyman  Whitney  Fund  —  The  Alice  Lincoln  Whitney  Fund 
having  been  established,  all  amounts  of  income  of  the  principal  fund 
paid  to  said  Trustees,  after  the  accumulation  of  said  fund  of  five 
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thousand  dollars  shall  be  held  as  the  James  Lyman  Whitney  Fund, 
and  invested  and  re-invested  and  the  income  used  in  equal  shares, 
one  share  for  the  purchase  of  rare  and  expensive  books,  and  one  share 
for  the  purchase  and  care  of  manuscripts;  one  half  at  least  of  the 
share  devoted  to  manuscripts  to  be  expended  for  their  cataloguing 
and  proper  care. 
Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-half  per 

cent  Bonds 

City  of  Boston  Four  and  one-quarter  per  cent  Bonds 
City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bonds . 
Cash  in  City  Treasury,  December  31,  1927. 


$1,200.00 

2,000.00 

10.500.00 

40.64 


$13,740.64 
In  addition  to  the  above  Mr.  Whitney  created  a  trust,  directing  that 
of  the  net  income  seven  hundred  dollars  a  year  be  paid  to  the  Tnistea 
of  die  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  be  expended  oa 
bibliographic  work  for  the  benefit  of  the  Library. 
Central  Library  Building  Fund  —  Donations  in  response  to  an  appeal  by 
the  Trustees  in  Apiil,  1925,  setting  forth  the  needs  of  the  Library, 
from 

Percy  Lee  Athcrton $  25.00 

William  York  Peters 25.00 

John  T.  Spaulding 100.00 

Invested  in  City  of  Boston  Four  per  cent  Bond  .        .  $  1 50.00 

Donations  —  Besides  the  preceding,  the  following  donations  have  been 
made  to  the  Public  Library,  and  the  amounts  have  been  appro- 
priated for  the  purchase  of  books,  according  to  the  intention  of  die 
donors,  viz. : 
J.  Ingersoll  Bowditch 
Samuel  Appleton,  late  of  Boston 
Sally  Inman  Kast  Shepard  . 
James  Brown,  late  of  Cambridge 
Andrew  Carnegie 
Nathaniel  I.  Bowditch  . 
James  Nightingale  . 

Dorchester  and  Milton  Circulating  Library,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Dorchester  Branch  Library  . 


$6,800.00 
1,000.00 
1 ,000.00 
500.00 
980.75 
200.00 
lOO.OO 


335.13 
$10,915.86 
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RECAPITULATION  OF  PUBUC  LIBRARY  TRUST  FUNDS, 

Artz  Fund $  10.000.00 

Bates  Fund 50.000.00 

Bigelow  Fund 1.000.00 

Robert  Charles  Billings  Fund 100.000.00 

Bowdilch  Fund 10.000.00 

Bradlee  Fund 1.000.00 

foseph  H.  Center  Fund 39.908.89 

Central  Library  Building  Fund 150.00 

Children's  Fund 103,117.74 

Clement  Fund 2.000.00 

Henry  Sargent  Codman  Menx>rtal  Fund 2.854.41 

Cutter  Fund 4.140.00 

Elizabeth  Fund 25.000.00 

Daniel  Sharp  Ford  Fund                                    6.000.00 

Franklin  Club  Fund 1.000.00 

Isabella  Stewart  Gardner  Fund 5,000.00 

Morris  Gest  Fund 2.652.50 

Green  Fund 2.000.00 

Charlotte  Harris  Fund             10.000.00 

Thomas  B.  Harris  Fund 1.000.00 

Hyde  Fund 3.632.40 

David  P.  Kimball  Fund 10.000.00 

Louis  E.  Kirstein  Fund 3,000.00 

Arthur  Mason  Knapp  Fund 10,000.00 

Abbott  Lawrence  Fund 10.000.00 

Edward  Lawrence  Fund 500.00 

Mrs.  John  A.  Lewis  Fund 5.000.00 

Charles  Greely  Loring  Memorial  Fund 500.00 

Charles  Mead  Fund 2.500.00 

The  Oakland  Hall  Trust  Fund 11.781.44 

John  Boyle  O'Reilly     Fund 1.000.00 

Phillips  Fund 30,000.00 

Pierce  Fund             5,000.00 

Sarah  E.  Pratt  Fund 1494.18 

:;uiIford    Reed    Fund              1.000.00 

/ohn  Singer  Sargent  Fund 3.858.24 

Scholfield  Fund 61,800.00 

Sewall  Fund 25,000.00 

Skinner  Fund 51.732.14 

South  Boston  Branch  Library  Trust  Fund 100.00 

Mary  Elizabath  Stewart  Fund 3,500.00 

James  Jackson  Storrow  (Harvard  *57)  Fund 25.000.00 

Ticknor  Fund 4.000.00 

William  C.  Todd  Newspaper  Fund 50,000.00 

Townsend  Fund 4,000.00 

Treadwell  Fund 13,987.69 

Nathan  A,  Tufts  Fund *.  10,131.77 

Twentieth  Regiment  Memorial  Fund 5,000.00 

Wales  Fund             5.000.00 

Alice  Lincoln  Whitney  Fund 5,000.00 

fames  Lyman  Whitney  Fund 13,740.64 

Mehiuble  C.  C  Wilson  Fund 1,000.00 


•*■ 


$755,082.00 
3 
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EXAMINING    eOMMITTEE. 

The  Trustees  gratefully  acknowledge  the  assistance  rendered 
by  the  Elxamining  Committee  of  the  year.  Tlie  recommenda- 
tions of  this  Committee  have  received  careful  attention.  The 
membership  of  the  Committee  consisted  of  the  following  persons : 

Miss  Anna  M.  Bancroft.  Mr.    Francis  L.  Higg^nson. 

Mr.    Jeffrey  R.  Brackett.  Mr.    David  H.  Howie. 

Mr.    Herman  L.  Bush.  Mr.    Henry  Lewis  Johnson. 

Mr.    Frank  W.  Buxton.  Mr.    Melville  D.  Liming. 

Mr.    Sidney  S.  Q>nrad.  Gen.  Edward  L.  Logan. 

Mr.    Henry  V.  Cunningham.  Mr.    Thomas  W.  McMahon. 

Hon.  James  M.  Curley.  Mr.    Percival  Merritt. 

Mr.    Frederic  H.  Curtiss.  Miss  Jane  L  Mesick. 

Mr.    William  J.  Davidson.  Mr.    Samuel  Silverman. 

Prof.  Arthur  S.  Dev^ng.  Mrs.  Francis  E.  Slattery. 

Mrs.  David  A.  Ellis.  Prof.  H.  W.  Tyler. 

Mr.    Albert  W.  Finlay.  Mrs.   Barrett  Wendell. 


CONCLUSION. 

The  members  of  the  Board  vsrould  call  to  your  attention  the 
illuminating  reports  of  the  Examining  Committee  and  the  Direc- 
tor which  are,  as  customary,  appended  hereunto.  They  deserve 
to  be  read  by  all  those  interested  in  the  work  of  a  great  educa- 
tional and  recreational  institution  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

During  the  year  the  activities  of  the  Library  Department,  ever 
growing  in  variety  and  magnitude,  have  moved  smoothly  and 
well.  This  result  is  owing  to  the  loyal  and  faithful  service  of 
the  Director,  the  Chiefs  of  Departments  and  other  persons  in 
the  service  of  the  Library.  We  are  pleased  to  be  able  again  to 
conmiend  the  substantially  uniform  excellence  of  their  work. 

Arthur  T.  Connolly 
Louis  E.  Kirstein 
Guy  W.  Currier 
Clifton  H.  Dwinnell 
Gordon  Abbott 
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BALANCE  SHEET.  RECEIPTS  AND 


Dr. 


Central  Library  and  Branches: 
To  ezpendituret  for 

Permanent  employees  (exclusive  of  Printing  and 

Binding    departments) 

Temporary   employees 


Service  other  than  personal 
Contract  work   (outside)    . 
Advertising 

Transportation    of    persons 
Cartage    and    freight 
Light    and    power 
Rent,    taxes    and    water    . 
Surety  bond  and  insurance 
Communication 
Cleaning    towels,   etc. 
Removal  of  snow  and  ashes 
Medical 
Expert 
Fees 
Central    plant   repairs 

To  expenditure  for  equipment 
Machinery 
Motorleu  vehicles 
Furniture   and    fittings 
Office 
Books: 

City   appropriation 

Trust  funds  income 
plus  transfer  to 

London  account 
Newspapers: 

City   appropriation 

Todd    fund 
Periodicals 
Photographs 
Lantern    slides 
Tools  and  instruments 
General    plant    equipment 

To  expenditure  for  supplies 
Office 

Food  and  ice 
Fuel 

Forage    for   animals 
Medical 

Laundry,   cleaning,   toilet 
Agricultural 

Chemicals   and   disinfectants 
General   plant   supplies 


$536.14025 
99,410.84 


261.90 

108.55 

136929 

12284.91 

13313.92 

17.303.74 

17.50 

2.640.90 

1 273.07 

36420 

9.00 

1 5.968.38 

70.00 

83.567.71 


681.08 

851.50 

14.563.76 

950.81 


19.45525 


$115,479.75 


5.000.00       24.45525      139.935.00 


1317.76 
^,347.00 


3.664.76 

10.499.65 

17520 

306.45 

1 .540.43 

1 .979.94 


7352.05 

606.59 

22.047.06 

29.25 

1820 

2,021.97 

699.67 

8523 

2.964.09 


$635,551  J09 


148.5731)7 


175,148.56 


Carried   for»ard 


35.824.11 
$995,096.85 


i 
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EXPENSES.  DECEMBER  31.  1927 


By  Qty  Appropriation  1927 $1,104,569.00 

Income   from  Tniat   fundi 26,804.66 

Income  from  Jamet  L.  Whitney  Bibliographic  account  700.00 

Interest  on  deposit  in  London    .....  211.85 


Cr. 


By  Balances  Brought  Forward  from  1926: 
Trust  funds  income.  City  Treasury  . 
Trust  funds  income  on  deposit  in  London 
City  appropriaticm  on  deposit  in  London 
James  L.   Whitney   Bibliographic   account 
Library  Building  Addition,  equipping  and  furnishing 
Library    Building   Addition,    etc. 


58,034.16 
4,040.16 
6,62630 
6,43833 

11.79939 
2,41634 


$  27,716.51 


89354.68 


Carried  forward 


$117,071.19 
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BALANCE  SHEET.  RECEIPTS  AND 
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Brought  forward 
To  ezpenditiue  for  iiialeri«l 
Building 
Electrical 
General  plant        ^ 


Special  item 

Pension  

A.  L.  Whitney  Fund  (Employees*  sick  benefit) 


Binding  Department 
Salaries 
Stock 
Equipment 
Light 
Repairs 
Outside    work 
Electrical  materials,  ice  and  supplies 

Printing  Department: 
Salaries 
Stock 
Equipment 
Light 
Repairs 
Outside  work 
Insurance 
Telegrams,  ice  and  supplies 


To  Amount  Paid  into  Cmr  Treasury: 
From  Fines  .... 

Sales  of  catalogues,  bulletins  and  listo 
Payments  for  lost  books 
Interest  on  bank  deposit 
Commission  on  telephone  stations 
Refund  .... 


To  Balance,  December  31.  1927: 
Trust  funds  income  on  deposit  in  London 
City  appropriation  on  deposit  in  London  . 
Trust  funds  income,  Citv  Treasury  . 
James  L.  Whitney  Bibliographic  account 
Interest  on  deposit  in  London  . 

Balance  Unexpended: 

General    appropriation  .... 

Central  Library  Building  Addition,  etc. 

Central  Library  Building  Addition,  Equipping 


49BXX> 

3,58420 

11.09031 


863.50 
260.00 


54,71  a89 

6.11430 

47021 

56.43 

116.13 

.70 

3937 


13,628.02 

438539 

6.74233 

37.62 

1.157.74 

150.51 

89.61 

5438 


18.529.10 

100.61 

1.154.14 

4532 

69634 

2.00 


1.133.54 

4,198.36 

60332.04 

7,13833 

211.85 


35255.63 

2,41634 

11,79939 


|995,096JB5 


15.17231 


1.123  JO 


6U16j(B 


26245i0 


20.52731 


73.014J4 


49.471  J6 
1242.167.70 


I 
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EXPENSES.  DECEMBER  31,  1927 


Brought  forward 
By  Receipts. 
From   Fines 

S«Iet  of  catalogues,  bulletins  and  lists 
Coounission   on   telephone   stations 
Payments  for  lost  books 
Interest  on   bank  deposit 
Refund 


18.529.10 

100.61 

e%34 

M34.14 

4532 

2.00 


Cr. 

$117,071.19 


20.527.51 


$1,242,167.70 


REPORT  OF  THE  EXAMINING  COMMITTEE. 

To  THE  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library 
OF  the  City  of  Boston. 

Centlemen : 

The  Examining  Committee  takes  pleasure  in  submitting  its 
report  for  the  year  1927. 

The  twenty-four  members  appointed  by  you  for  the  year 
1927-8  have  been  divided  into  six  sub-committees  to  examine 
into  and  report  upon  as  many  special  aspects  of  the  Library, 
while  all  members  form  one  sub-committee  on  Branches.  The 
Examining  Committee  has  accepted  the  reports  of  these  sub- 
committees substantially  as  made,  and  commends  their  recom- 
mendations to  the  Trustees. 

ADMINISTRATION    AND    FINANCE 

(a)  Since  the  report  of  last  year,  the  rewiring  of  the  main 
Library,  which  was  obsolete  and  dangerous,  has  been  under- 
taken, but  not  yet  completed.  Other  repairs,  also,  for  which 
appropriations  were  made  last  year,  have  been  started  but  not 
finished.     This  work  should  be  expedited. 

(b)  The  money  appropriated  in  the  past  for  the  up-keep 
of  the  main  Library  has  not  been  sufficient  to  keep  the  property 
in  proper  repair  so  that  the  Library  can  give  adequate  service  to 
the  citizens  of  Boston.  The  committee  therefore  has  submitted 
several  detailed  suggestions  for  repairs  to  floors,  to  the  roof,  to 
the  Lecture  Hall,  and  for  remodelling  the  old  manuscript  room. 

(c)  The  committee  recommends  an  increase  in  the  book 
appropriation  to  $173,000,  as  the  money  now  appropriated  is 
not  sufficient  to  take  care  properly  of  the  requirements  at  the  main 
Library  and  its  branches. 
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(J)  Although  there  have  been  requests  for  additional 
branch  libraries,  the  committee  feels  that  the  first  obligation  of 
the  Library  is  to  "put  its  house  in  order"  and  make  the  necessary 
repairs  and  improvements  in  the  central  building  and  branches. 

BUILDINGS    AND    EQUIPMENT 

Central  Library^.  The  committee  made  a  thorough  investi- 
gation and  examination  of  the  Central  Library  building.  It  is 
quite  apparent  that  the  building  has  not  been  kept  in  good  con- 
dition and  that  many  changes  are  needed  and  much  repairing 
work  must  be  done.  It  is  indeed  gratifying  to  learn  that  the  City 
government  has  appropriated  by  a  loan  order  $230,000  for 
extensive  alterations  and  changes  in  the  building,  and  that  this 
sum,  together  with  various  budgetary  provisions,  will  permit  the 
Trustees  to  remedy  many  defects  in  the  building  and  permit  of 
some  of  the  changes  and  alterations  desired.  The  committee  is 
advised  that  from  this  money,  the  roof,  now  in  poor  condition, 
will  be  repaired;  that  the  inadequate  lighting  and  defective 
wiring  of  the  building  will  be  cared  for;  that  the  rearrangement 
suggested  by  the  committee  on  Buildings  and  Equipment  of 
last  year,  and  as  proposed  by  the  Trustees,  of  the  present  Music 
Room  and  the  Barton-Ticknor  Room  and  the  long  North  Gallery 
will  be  effected ;  that  the  Treasure  Room  will  become  a  reality ; 
and  that  the  sprinkler  system  will  be  extended  and  certain  other 
general  repairs  will  be  made. 

Our  Library  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  beautiful  build- 
ings in  the  city,  if  not  in  the  country,  and  its  beauty  should  not  be 
permitted  to  suffer  by  reason  of  neglect.  The  committee  does 
not  know  just  what  general  repairs  will  be  made  from  the  funds 
available  to  the  Trustees,  but  makes  the  following  recommenda- 
tions for  repairs  and  installations  in  the  event  that  the  Trustees 
have  not  included  them  within  the  general  repairs. 

The  floors  throughout  the  general  reading  and  exhibition 
rooms  are  in  unsatisfactory  condition.  The  beautiful  rooms  are 
marred  because  of  a  repaired  or  cracked  floor.  It  is  suggested 
that  a  rubber  tiled  floor  similar  to  that  now  used  in  the  Children's 
Room  be  used  more  extensively  throughout  the  building. 
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The  committee  is  advised  that  the  Trustees  propose  to  sui>- 
stitute,  in  certain  portions  of  the  Library*  steel  stacks  for  books 
in  place  of  the  wooden  ones.  This  policy  should  be  carried  on 
until  all  the  book  stacks  in  the  Library,  for  which  more  adequate 
protection  is  desirable,  are  made  of  steeL 

Our  examination  of  the  basement  discloses  the  fact  that  many 
books  are  shelved  there.  The  books  in  the  basement,  it  is  tme, 
consist  mainly  of  periodicals  and  other  books  very  rarely  called 
for.  The  large  number  of  books  in  the  basement  indicates  the 
necessity  of  a  proper  warehouse  of  some  kind  where  they  may  be 
properly  kept  and  the  books  sent  for  when  needed.  The  Library 
building  is  quite  crowded  and  much  space  could  be  made  avail' 
able  for  library  purposes  if  some  sort  of  an  annex  were  secured. 

The  committee  recommends  that  further  consideration  be  given 
to  the  necessity  of  cleaning  the  paintings  and  walls  in  the  building. 

The  committee  feels  that  with  the  large  number  of  branches 
and  the  necessity  of  traveling  to  them  by  the  Library  officials,  the 
Trustees  may  well  consider  the  advisability  of  securing  an  auto- 
mobile for  the  Library  officials,  especially  for  the  use  of  the  Direc- 
tor and  the  Supervisors  of  Branches  and  of  Work  with  Children. 

Branches.  The  conmiittee  is  opposed  to  the  present  arrange- 
ment of  maintaining  branch  libraries  in  business  blocks  and  small 
stores.  Such  an  arrangement,  while  perhaps  economical,  is  not 
prudent  or  satisfactory.  In  several  parts  of  the  city  branches 
are  maintained  in  small  stores  never  intended  for  library  purposes, 
but  remodelled  and  maintained  as  far  as  possible  for  library  pur- 
poses. These  branch  libraries  are  sometimes  confronted  with 
the  problem  of  bad  plumbing,  improper  heating  facilities,  and 
troublesome  landlords  who  drive  as  hard  a  bargain  as  possible 
when  the  lease-making  period  arrives.  Adults  are  required  to 
mingle  with  small  children.  Space  is  insufficient  and  in  many 
instances  the  branch  is  improperly  located  because  no  store  is 
available  in  the  desired  section  of  the  community. 

BOOKS    AND    CATALOGUES 

There  is  growing  demand  for  books  sought  by  readers.  So 
far  as  this  demand  is  constant  and  permanent,  the  books  sou^t 
should  be  owned  by  the  Library  in  sufficient  numbers  to  provide 
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a  reasonable  opportunity  for  all  to  have  them  within  a  reasonable 
time.  Where  the  demand  is  evanescent  for  recent  and  much  ad- 
vertised books,  the  Public  Library  cannot  be  expected  to  supply 
them  for  all  quickly. 

The  sui^ly  of  children*s  books  is  inadequate,  and  should^  be 
increased.  With  the  opportunities  ever  increasing  for  education  of 
adults,  with  continuation  schools  and  extension  courses,  the  de* 
mand  for  books  for  use  in  these  ways  is  constantly  growing. 

To  meet  all  these  needs,  the  only  available  source  is  the  ap- 
propriation from  the  City  Treasury,  which  for  the  last  two  years 
has  been  $123,000  each  year.  This  year  the  Trustees  have 
asked  for  an  increase  of  $25,000  in  this  appropriation,  which  the 
committee  cordially  endorses. 

The  committee  has  considered  in  what  way  the  income  from 
trust  funds  now  available  can  be  augmented  in  adding  to  the 
scholarly  collections  of  the  Public  Library.  We  can  only  sug- 
gest to  persons  in  the  community  who  are  interested  in  the 
Library,  to  support  it  through  donations  similar  to  the  support 
now  given  to  the  Boston  Art  Museum;  and  we  suggest  the 
feasibiHty  of  the  organization  of  a  committee  to  work  with  and 
under  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  for  this  purpose. 

The  catalogues  and  the  system  of  cataloguing,  we  believe  are 
excellent,  and  we  are  informed  that  the  Printing  Department  is 
now  in  process  of  re-organization. 

We  reconunend  that  a  photostat  should  be  obtained  for 
the  reproduction  of  cards  already  printed,  as  well  as  documents, 
portions  of  books  and  other  contents  of  the  Library,  which  are 
from  time  to  time  sought 

SPECIAL   LIBRARIES 

The  conunittee  records  its  great  satisfaction  in  the  plans  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  and  the  Director,  as  also  recommended  by 
previous  Examining  Committees,  for  making  more  secure  the 
care  of  the  important  works  in  the  Special  Libraries  and  in  \he 
proposed  new  Treasure  Room.  In  view  of  the  anticipated 
changes  in  housing  the  collections,  we  gave  our  attention  particu- 
larly to  the  uses  made  of  them.      From  our   observations,  the 
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reference  works  in  the  Fine  Arts  Department  are  particularly 
useful  to  students  in  the  higher  grades.  This  phase  of  library 
service  seems  most  important  and  to  be  further  developed. 

The  new  arrangements  of  technical  reference  works  are  also 
noted,  and  the  conmiittee  recommends  that  every  possible  aid  be 
given  to  craftsmen,  students  and  business  men  who  are  not  now 
sufficiently  familiar  with  the  uses  of  such  works  and  do  not  know 
to  what  extent  they  are  available. 

CHILDREN'S  DEPARTMENT  AND  WORK  WITH  SCHCX)LS 

The  committee  has  given  thoughtful  attention  to  the  Children's 
Department,  and  is  convinced  that  the  work  is  being  efficiently 
done.  The  committee  approves  the  recommendations  made  by 
last  year's  committee,  and  finds  that  definite  progress  has  been 
made  in  carrying  them  out. 

The  need  for  more  books  is  still  pressing,  while  the  need  for 
more  shelf  room  is  general.  In  some  cases  it  appears  that,  during 
the  winter  months,  increased  facilities  for  ventilation  would  be 
very  helpful. 

The  Assistant  Superintendent  of  Schools,  who  is  chairman  of 
a  conunittee  on  School  and  Library  co-operation,  answering  an 
inquiry  for  suggestions,  stated  that  the  Library  has  always 
generously  responded  to  all  calls  from  the  schools  and  that  he 
had  no  suggestions  to  offer. 

The  policy  adopted  by  some  teachers  of  giving  librarians 
ample  notice  of  what  books  they  are  likely  to  need  for  school  or 
home  work  has  worked  well. 

It  might  be  helpful  if  pupils  from  the  higher  grades  could  come 
in  groups,  say  not  more  than  twenty  in  a  group,  to  one  or  more  of 
the  branch  libraries  to  learn  the  use  of  the  card  catalogue,  includ- 
ing titles,  subjects  and  authors.  It  is  suggested  that  pupils  makmg 
such  visits  might  receive  school  credit. 

Since  great  stress  is  being  put  upon  '*Adult  Education". 
"Reading  with  a  Purpose**  and  the  like,  and  since  the  branch 
libraries  are  crowded  and  the  school  houses  unoccupied  many 
hours  each  day,  it  is  suggested  that  rooms  in  certain  school  houses 
might  be  used  for  the  older  pupils  for  school  work  or  reference 
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work  of  any  kind  a  few  hours  each  evening,  if  proper  supervision 
and  service  could  be  provided.  This  might  reUeve  the  congestion 
at  certain  libraries  and  at  the  same  time  a£Ford  adults  opportunity 
for  systematic  reading,  which  the  Department  of  Education  is 
so  strongly  advocating. 

BRANCHES 

All  of  the  thirty-one  branches  have  been  visited. 

Marked  improvements  have  been  made  during  the  year  in 
several  branches,  some  of  them  following  recommendations  of 
the  Examining  Committee  of  a  year  ago.  For  example:  Dor- 
chester, by  the  removal  of  the  District  Court,  has  now  additional 
room  space  and  an  entrance  and  hall  used  solely  for  the  Library. 
Again,  Brighton  has  a  lecture  hall  and  new  lighting.  Boylston 
is  about  to  have  enlarged  quarters  with  room  for  adults.  West 
End  is  freshly  painted.  Neponset  is  freshly  painted  and  well 
lit.  Fire  exits  have  been  increased.  Such  improvements  are 
gladly  noted  and  commended. 

More  important  still  is  the  conviction  of  the  committee  that 
much  pains  is  taken  by  ^e  administrative  staff  to  improve  the 
personnel  of  the  librarian  service  and  assistance.  The  interest 
and  intelligence  of  the  workers  is  indicated  in  such  ways  as  win- 
dow exhibits  and  special  collections  of  books  for  branch  neighbor- 
hoods where  there  are  many  persons  of  foreign  extraction  or 
many  persons  are  following  particular  industries. 

The  marked  needs  in  the  service  through  the  branches  can 
hardly  be  overemphasized  when  we  consider  that  the  branches 
are  the  chief  way  of  reaching  the  people  of  the  whole  city.  The 
circulation  through  many  of  them  is  increasing.  Many  are  in 
rapidly  growing  residential  neighborhoods.  They  are  close  to 
the  schools.  They  will  be  used  by  many  more  adults  if  made 
attractive  to  adults. 

The  need  most  generally  expressed  is  for  more  books,  supplied 
with  reasonable  promptness  from  the  Central  Library  in  answer 
to  requests  from  branches.  The  estimate  now  of  unsuccessful 
requests  is  about  70  per  cent.  The  quality  of  books  requested 
is  higher  than  formerly. 
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Wholly  new  or  enlarged  quarters  are  urged  for  Allston,  Mt. 
Bowdoin,  Parker  Hill»  and  are  desirable  for  Jeffries  Point  and 
Orient  Heights.  Conditions  at  Mt.  Bowdoin,  crowded  widi 
children  from  ten  large  schools,  and  having  a  few  seats  only  for 
adults,  in  an  old  wooden  building,  difficult  to  keep  sanitary  — 
altogether  are  a  serious  handicap  to  the  staff  and  distinctly  dis- 
creditable to  the  city.  The  plan  made  for  enlargement  at  Parker 
Hill  has  fallen  down.  At  Codman  Square,  where  there  is  in- 
creased work  with  the  schools,  a  separate  room  for  juveniles  is 
desirable,  such  as  the  large  room  in  the  basement,  which  has  a 
separate  entrance  and  stairway  to  the  Library  above.  On  the 
other  hand,  Mt.  Pleasant  and  Memorial  are  illustrations  of  in- 
adequate space  for  adults,  and  Memorial  illustrates  the  tendency 
for  a  branch  housed  in  a  school  building  to  be  looked  upon  as 
chiefly  for  children. 

Fellowes  Athenaeum  and  Mt.  Pleasant  illustrate  the  duty  of 
considering  neighborhood  conditions  as  bearing  on  the  uses  of 
branches,  such  as  the  need  of  more  adequate  ^street  lighting  and 
of  signs  to  indicate  locations. 

The  Examining  Committee  recommends  as  a  policy  that 
branch  buildings  be  erected  by  the  Trustees  and  devoted  wholly 
to  library  purposes;  this  policy  should  be  adopted  as  soon  as 
possible.  As  an  alternative,  branch  libraries  may  be  located  in 
schoolhouses  or  other  public  buildings,  provided  that  libraiy 
quarters  are  kept  independent,  with  a  separate  entrance,  with 
rooms  near  the  street  level  for  both  adults  and  children,  and  with 
separate  lecture  hall,  storage,  and  space  for  all  other  library  re- 
quirements.   Privately  owned  buildings  should  be  avoided. 

We  are  glad  to  hear  that  the  Library  Trustees  are  considering 
the  appointment  of  the  Examining  Conunittee  in  the  spring,  so 
that  its  report  can  be  made  before  the  Library  budget  ^or  the 
coming  year  is  determined.  Our  examination  and  experience 
lead  us  strongly  to  the  desirability  of  this  practice. 

The  Examining  Committee  thanks  the  Director  and  the  staff 
for  help  and  many  courtesies. 

Adopted  as  the  Report  of  the  Examining  Committee, 
March  5,  1928. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTOR       * 
To  THE  Board  of  Trustees: 

I  respectfully  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  Decem- 
ber31J927. 

PROGRESS   IN   THE   YEAR  OF   ANNIVERSARY. 

The  year  1927  marked  the  seventy-fifth  anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  the  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Boston.  While 
there  was  no  formal  observance  of  the  anniversary,  the  occasion 
was  recognized  during  the  summer  months  by  an  extensive  ex- 
hibit of  material  illustrating  the  growth  and  development  of  the 
Library  an^  by  a  series  of  historical  articles  which  appeared  in 
the  successive  issues  of  the  Library  bulletin,  **More  Books". 

The  volumes  in  the  Library  have  grown  from  less  than  1 0,000 
to  1,418,489.  The  home  circulation  in  1927  numbered 
3,705,657  voliunes.  The  total  annual  expenditures  have  in- 
creased from  less  than  $10,000  to  $1 ,099,1 73. 

To-day  it  would  require  a  shelf  reaching  from  Boston  to  Ply- 
mouth, a  distance  of  35  miles,  to  hold  the  books  in  the  Library 
system,  while  a  shelf  long  enough  to  reach  from  Boston  to  Hart- 
ford, a  distance  of  1 00  miles,  would  be  necessary  to  care  for  the 
books  issued  in  1927  for  home  use.  If  the  books  used  in  the 
Central  Library  and  the  branches  for  reference  and  other  pur- 
poses were  added  to  the  number  of  books  taken  out  of  the 
Library  the  shelf  would  need  to  be  extended  another  1 00  miles, 
or  to  New  York  City. 

The  outstanding  accomplishment  of  the  year  was  the  com- 
pletion of  the  arrangements  by  which  the  George  F.  Baker 
Library  of  the  Harvard  Graduate  School  of  Business  Adminis- 
tration became  a  branch  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  system. 
This  great  library  of  books  on  business  and  allied  subjects,  in- 
cluding the  collections  of  the  Business  Historical  Association,  is 
freely  open  to  the  public  for  reference,  and  the  closest  connection 
is  maintained  between  it  and  the  Central  Library  in  Copley 
Square. 
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Another  interesting  feature  of  the  year  has  been  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Training  Class,  which  began  its  work  in  October  with 
an  enrolment  of  fourteen,  and  which  has  already  proved  its 
value.  The  class  is  not  intended  to  take  the  place  of  a  library 
school,  but  to  provide  training  for  members  of  the  staff  and  for 
outside  applicants  who  have  at  least  a  high  school  education.and 
who  are  unable  to  go  to  a  library  school. 

The  usual  normal  growth  was  noted  in  all  departments  during 
the  year.  Although  the  accessions  for  the  year,  including  pur- 
chases and  gifts,  amounted  to  98,487  volumes,  the  outstanding 
complaint  of  those  who  use  the  Library  is  that  they  are  unable  to 
obtain  the  required  book  when  called  for,  an  evidence  of  the 
fact  that  the  Library  is  unable  with  its  present  book  appropriation 
to  buy  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  of  a  new  book  to  meet  the 
normal  demand  for  it.  The  Ubrary  is  glad  however,  to  report 
an  increase  for  the  year  in  home  circulation  of  books  to  the  num- 
ber of  306,520  over  the  circulation  for  1 926. 

Although  there  is  great  need  for  additional  branch  libraries, 
two  sections  of  the  city,  Readville  and  Germantown,  being  with- 
out any  public  library  facilities,  and  although  a  number  of  ap- 
plications have  been  received  for  the  establishment  of  new  bran- 
ches in  various  sections  of  the  city,  the  budget  for  1 928  contained 
no  request  for  funds  to  establish  additional  branches.  The  first 
obligation  of  the  Library  Department  is  to  '*put  its  house  in 
order** ;  to  make  the  necessary  repairs  and  improvements  in  the 
Central  Building  and  existing  branches;  and  to  provide,  where 
possi^ble,  additional  room  for  branch  libraries  which  are  already 
over-crowded  or  in  other  ways  unsatisfactorily  housed.  In  ten 
of  the  existing  branches  additional  rooms  are  needed.  The  chil- 
dren in  these  branches  have  practically  driven  out  adult  users. 
Little  progress  can  be  made  in  adult  education  through  the  library 
when  no  adequate  provision  is  made  for  adult  readers  or  students. 
Two  branches  are  at  present  entirely  too  small  to  meet  the  needs 
of  both  children  and  adults,  although  separate  rooms  are 
provided. 

The  study  of  the  Central  Library  and  its  branches  made  by 
the  members  of  the  Examining  Committee  of  this  year  will  un- 
doubtedly suggest  to  them  many  desirable  changes  and  additions. 
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and  will  also  call  attention  to  the  need  of  additional  assistants  in 
certain  departments  and  branches. 

From  the  point  of  View  of  the  public,  as  intimated,  there  is 
outstanding  need  for  more  books  and  better  library  accommoda- 
tions. In  addition  to  this,  the  physical  needs  of  the  Central 
Library  and  branches  should  be  given  attention  as  the  necessary 
appropriations  become  available. 

There  will  be  found  on  page  68  certain  suggestive  tables  of 
comparisons  showing  the  growth  of  the  Library  Department 
during  the  past  twenty-five  years,  in  five-year  periods. 

ACCESSIONS  AND  GIFTS  OF  THE  VEAR. 

Hie  total  number  of  volumes  added  to  the  Library  collections 
in  1927  was  98,487,  acquired  as  follows:  82,271  by  purchase, 
12,577  by  gift,  144  by  exchange,  3,495  by  binding  periodicals 
and  serials.  Of  the  books  purchased,  1 6, 1 27  were  added  to  the 
Central  Library  and  66,144  were  placed  in  branch  libraries 
and  in  the  Central  Library  Deposit  Collection,  which  serves  as 
a  reservoir  for  the  branches. 

The  total  amount  expended  for  accessions  by  purchase  was 
$154,841 .06,  which  included  $27,413.40  paid  from  the  income 
of  Trust  funds.  The  corresponding  amount  for  the  preceding 
year  was  $150,161.92  including  $24,168.50  paid  from  Trust 
funds  income. 

The  City  appropriation  for  books  was  the  same  as  in  1 926, 
namely,  $125,000.  The  disposition  of  this  appropriation  has 
not  varied  greatly  from  that  of  the  preceding  year.  It  has  enabled 
the  Library  to  extend  with  fresh  material  the  circulating  and 
reference  collections  of  3 1  branches  and  the  various  divisions  of 
the  Central  Library,  and  has  contributed  in  large  measure  to  the 
repair  of  the  ravages  of  wear  and  loss  among  the  older  books.  It 
has  not  permitted  the  purchase  of  a  large  number  of  copies  of 
current  books  of  wide  interest.  To  a  library  with  active  col- 
lections of  books  ranging  from  technology,  architecture,  painting, 
music,  genealogy,  statistics,  education  and  works  of  reference  to 
children's  books  and  fiction,  the  question  of  satisfying,  if  only  in 
a  measure,  the  demands  made  by  a  growing  constituency  in  a 
large  city  is  a  constant  problem  —  the  problem  of  adjusting  the 
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increasing  need  of  books  to  a  more  or  less  stationary  annual  in- 
come.   In  other  words,  the  pattern  is  always  larger  than  the  cloth. 

The  distribution  of  book  funds  shows  $98,444.75  expended 
for  branches  and  Branch  Deposit,  including  $4,155.96  for 
periodicals  and  newspapers.  In  addition,  $2,706.69  was  drawn 
from  branch  trust  funds  to  supplement  the  City  appropriation 
in  Charlestown,  South  Boston  and  Mattapan,  making  a  total  for 
branches  and  Deposit  of  $101,151.44  The  Central  Library 
accounting  shows  an  expenditure  of  $53,689.62,  including 
$24,706.71  charged  to  Trust  funds  and  including  also  $7,014.94 
for  periodicals  and  $620.61  for  newspapers.  This  expenditure 
for  newspapers  is  in  addition  to  the  income  from  the  Todd  Fund 
which  for  several  years  has  been  inadequate  to  cover  the  cost  of 
the  list  originally  subscribed  for. 

The  important  acquisitions  of  the  year  include  a  notable  cot- 
lection  of  works  for  the  Bowditch  Library  bought  with  the  in- 
come of  the  Bowditch  Fund.  A  catalogue  of  more  than  3,000 
works  on  mathematics  and  astronomy  assembled  in  London  was 
carefully  examined  with  reference  to  those  already  here,  and  the 
aid  and  expert  judgment  of  Dr.  Harlow  Shapley,  Director  of 
the  Harvard  College  Observatory,  were  enlisted  in  making  the 
selection.  The  Library  is  deeply  indebted  to  Dr.  Shapley  who 
undertook  the  checking  of  desirable  tides  in  the  midst  of  press- 
ing duties. 

Among  the  older  works  secured  were  six  titles  by  Ptolemy,  ISfS- 
1603;  four  titles  by  Sacro  Busco.  1490-1584;  three  tides  b^  Tydio 
Brahe,  1603—1610;  Istoria,  by  Galileo,  1613;  Cosmotheoros,  by  Huy- 
gens,  1699;  Prodromus  asironomiae,  by  Heveiius.  1690;  and  the  first 
edition  of  Principia,  (1687),  by  Newton. 

The  Library  has  secured  an  important  collection  in  facsimile  of  mapi 
covering  the  period  of  the  American  Revolution,  reproduced  from 
originals  in  the  Paris  Archives  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  L.  C.  KarpinskL 

A  collection  of  commemorative  material  issued  in  connection  with  the 
Beethoven  Centenary  in  the  principal  cities  and  musical  centers  of  Europe 
is  an  outstanding  acquisition.  The  collection  comprises  concert  programs 
of  music  societies,  posters,  monographs,  photographs  and  excerpts  of 
special  significance  from  foreign  newspapers  and  periodicals.  The 
material  produced  on  the  continent  of  Europe  was  assembled,  arranged, 
mounted  and  indexed  in  eight  portfolios  by  K.  W.   Hiersemann,  the 
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Library  agent  in  Leipzig;  similar  matter  issued  in.  Elngland  was  collected 
by  Harold  Reeves  in  London. 

Noteworthy  individual  works  acquired  include: 

Bacon,  Francis.  Of  the  proficiencie  and  advancement  of  learning.  Lon- 
don, 1603.     (The  first  edition.) 

The  Barons'  Book  of  England,  from  the  Conquest  to  the  3d  year  of 
James  1st.  Folio  manuscript  of  86  leaves  with  544  coats  of  arms 
colored  by  a  contemporary  hand.     Circa  1610. 

Boccaccio.  De  casibus  virorum  illustrium.  English  by  Dan  John 
Udgate,  monke  of  Burye.     (London,  1534)  Colophon. 

A  disputation  concerning  church-members  and  their  children  in  answer  to 
XXI  questions  .  .  wherein  the  state  of  such  children  ...  is  discussed 
by  an  assembly  of  Divines  meeting  at  Boston  in  New  Elngland, 
June  4,  1657.  Now  published  by  a  Lover  of  Truth.  London, 
1659.  Published  anonymously.  Ascribed  to  Nathaniel  and  pos- 
sibly Increase  Mather  in  the  Brinley  and  Barlow  Catalogues. 

Mather,  Cotton.  Shaking  dispensation.  An  essay  upon  the  mighty 
Shakes  which  the  hand  of  Heaven  hath  given  and  is  giving,  to  the 
world.  With  some  useful  remarks  on  the  death  of  the  French 
King,  who  left  off  to  make  the  World  a  Wilderness  and  to  destroy 
the  Cities  thereof:  on  the  Twenty-first  of  August  1715.  In  a 
sermon  on  that  great  occasion  at  Boston,  New  England.  1 3d 
VIII  m.  1715.  Printed  by  B.  Green.  Sold  by  S.  Gerrish  .  .  . 
1715. 

A  privately  printed  set  of  the  Plays  and  Poems  of  Shakespeare  edited 
by  J.  Payne  Collier,  London  1878,  of  which  only  58  copies  were 
printed.  The  set  secured  for  the  Library  is  complete  in  43  original 
parts  forming  eight  volumes. 

The  following  titles  represent  a  brief  selection  of  the  important 
books  added  to  the  Fine  Arts  division : 

Bakst,  Leon.    Inedited  works  of  Bakst.  [With]  Elssays  on  Bakst  by  Louis 

Reau,  Denis  Roche,  V.  Svietlov  and  A.  Tessier.   New  York.  1 927. 

nius. 
Godard,  Octave.       Jardins  de  la  Cote  d'Azur.     Paris,  1927.     Plates. 

For  the  Codman  Collection  of  Landscape  Architecture. 
Hentschel,  Walter.     Sachsische  Plastik  um   1500.      Dresden,    1926. 

nius.     A  survey  of  late  Gothic  sculpture  in  Saxony. 
Hurlbutt,  Frank.       Bow  porcelain.     London,    1926.         56  plates,  of 

which  8  are  in  color.    Covers  the  whole  range  of  Bow  manufacture. 
Kaufmann,  Isidor.  (Reproductions  of  paintings  of  Jewish  life.) 

(Vienna,  1926).     16  colored  plates. 
Mayer,  August  Liebmann.       Dominico  Theotocopuli,  El  Greco.     Miin- 

chen,  1926.    90  plates. 
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Mehta,  Nanalal  Chamanlal-.       Studies  in  Indian  painting.     Bombay, 

1926.    61  plates. 
Roerich,  George.       Tibetan  paintings.     Paris,   1925.     With  17  full 

plate  reprodi^ctions  of  Tibetan  paintings. 

Among  other  miscellaneous  works  of  interest  acquired  are : 

Pierre  d*Ailly.  Imago  Mundi  incipit.  Circa  1 483.  A  photostat  re- 
production of  a  copy  in  the  Library  of  Seville  (Spain)  which  con- 
tains 800  annotations  which  have  been  ascribed  by  some  to  Christo- 
pher Columbus.  Reproduced  by  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

A  set  of  Enciclopedia  Universal  ilustrada  Europeo-Americana.  Pub- 
lished in  Barcelona  and  now  in  its  58th  volume.     (For  Bates  Hall) 

A  short-title  catalogue  of  books  printed  in  Ejigland,  Scotland,  and  Ireland, 
and  of  English  books  printed  abroad  1475-1640.  Published  by 
the  London  Bibliographical  Society  and  compiled  by  A.  W.  Pol- 
lard and  G.  R.  Redgrave. 

The  Commonwealth  History  of  Massachusetts,  edited  by  Albert  Bush- 
nell  Hart,  as  far  as  issued.  22  sets  for  the  Central  Library  and 
branches. 

During  the  year  gifts  have  been  receivecl  as  follows:  From 
various  donors,  1 4,239  volumes,  1 5, 1 96  serials,  996  photographs 
and  52  newspaper  subscriptions. 

From  Mr.  Louis  E.  Kirstein  the  simi  of  one  thousand  dollan, 
to  be  added  to  the  '*Louis  E.  Kirstein  Fund.** 

From  Mrs.  Helen  O.  Storrow  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Randolph 
Storrow,  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  to  be  funded 
as  the  "James  Jackson  Storrow  (Harvard  *57)  Fund"  and  the 
income  used  for  the  purchase  of  Italian  books,  as  requested  by 
the  donors. 

From  the  executor  of  the  estate  of  Helen  Leah  Reed,  the  sum 
of  one  thousand  dollars,  being  a  bequest  to  the  Library  under 
her  will,  ''to  be  held  as  a  fund  called  the  Guilford  Reed  Fund 
in  memory  of  Guilford  S.  Reed,  and  the  income  only  of  thb 
fund  shall  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books  of  non-fiction.** 

Certain  additional  gifts  of  interest,  with  the  names  of  the 
donors,  are  listed  on  pages  75-76  of  the  Appendix. 

REGISTRATION    DEPARTMENT. 

On  January  1,  1927  there  were  135,445  **live**  cards  in  the 
hands  of  Boston  citizens  for  the  withdrawal  of  library  boob 
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for  home  use.  Through  the  Central  Library  and  its  3 1  branches 
ches  there  have  been  added  30,869  new  registrations  and  40,81 8 
renewals,  making  a  total  of  7 1 ,687  cards  added  during  the  year. 
To  offset  this,  63,731  borrowers,  including  students  and  others 
who  are  no  longer  residents,  allowed  their  home-use  privilege  to 
lapse,  making  a  total  of  141,401  "live'*  cards  on  December  31, 
1927.  The  net  gain  of  registered  card  holders  was  5,956  over 
the  previous  year. 

Prior  to  January  1,  1927,  10,153  cards  had  been  issued  to 
teachers.  Of  this  number  1 ,498  have  been  renewed  and  428 
issued  during  the  year,  making  a  total  of  1 ,926  teachers*  cards 
in  use.  Of  the  4,008  **special  privilege**  cards  issued  prior  to 
January  1,  1927,  there  were  361  renewals  and  180  new  cards 
granted  during  the  year,  making  a  total  of  541  '^special  privilege** 
cards  now  in  use. 


CATALOGUE  AND  SHELF  DEPARTMENT. 

During  the  year  1927,  the  number  of  volumes  and  parts  of 
volumes  catalogued  was  115,447,  covering  81,736  titles.  In- 
cluded in  these  numbers  were  67,602  volumes  (57,534  titles) 
assigned  to  the  branch  libraries  and  catalogued  in  the  Central 
Branch  Department. 

The  number  of  printed  cards  added  to  the  catalogues  of  the 
Central  Library  alone  was  45,424,  and  20,075  were  used  in 
compiling  bibliographies,  or  were  reserved  for  such  use  in  the 
future.  The  distribution  of  cardsi  among  the  departments  of  the 
Central  Library  was :  Bates  Hall,  1 8, 1 0 1 ;  Official  Catalogue, 
18,650;  Special  Libraries,  8,673.  Cards  were  also  sent  as 
usual  to  the  Harvard  College  Library  and  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress. 

In  order  to  hasten  the  appearance  of  new  books  in  our  cata- 
logues, 1 1 ,876  temporary  cards  have  been  typed  by  the  Card 
Division,  to  be  replaced  later  by  printed  cards.  As  the  result 
of  this  device,  titles  of  recent  accessions  have  been  in  the  cata- 
logues as  soon  as  the  books  have  been  placed  on  the  .^helves. 
Over  5,1 00  cards  have  also  been  typed  for  the  use  of  the  Editor. 
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PUBLICATIONS. 

The  Library  bulletin  "More  Books**,  issued  in  its  present 
form  and  under  its  new  title  since  March,  1925,  has  been  con- 
ducted along  the  same  lines  as  last  year.  The  publication  is 
now  firmly  established  and  has  proved  to  be  a  success  with  the 
pdblic  Each  issue  is  received  with  interest,  and  the  first  edition 
of  4,500  copies  is  usually  nearly  exhausted  within  three  weeks  of 
its  publication.  Each  number  carries  a  classified  list  of  new 
books  with  descriptive  notes  and  a  synopsis  of  classification,  in 
addition  to  a  long  article  either  on  the  book  treasures  of  the 
Library,  or  on  some  topic  of  literary  interest.  For  instance,  the 
March  issue  contained  three  separate  articles  relating  to  the 
Beethoven  Centenary.  The  September  issue  was  almost  entirely 
devoted,  as  were  those  of  November  and  December,  to  the 
seventy-fifth  anniversary  of  the  Library. 

Essays  contributed  by  members  of  the  staff  were  published  on 
Joshua  Bates,  Alexandre  Vattemare  and  Thomas  Pennant 
Barton,  men  prominent  among  the  founders  of  the  Library  about 
whom  little  had  been  written  in  recent  years.  Other  articles 
described  the  collections  and  activities  of  the  Library,  such  as  the 
Branch  system,  the  Catalogue  Department  and  the  Divisions  of 
Fine  Arts  and  Technology.  Rare  books  and  manuscripts  re- 
cently acquired  have  also  been  described  in  separate  articles;  a 
Revolutionary  Orderly  Book,  for  instance,  in  the  May  issue,  and 
a  First  Edition  copy  of  Newton*s  Principia  in  the  December 
issue.  These  and  similar  articles  were  usually  illustrated  with 
facsimiles. 

A  regular  feature  of  the  bulletin  is  **Ten  Books**  consisting 
of  short  and  impersonal  reviews  which  call  attention  to  the  more 
important  new  books.  The  selection  aims  to  be  comprehensive, 
ranging  from  art  and  literature  to  sociology  and  science,  and  in- 
cluding a  wide  variety  of  subjects.  Its  purpose  is  to  interest  die 
intelligent  general  reader  rather  than  the  specialist. 

**Reading  the  Magazines"  is  another  popular  feature.  Even 
a  few  paragraphs  on  recent  articles  that  have  appeared  in  the 
periodicals,  make  for  timeliness  and  a  few  dozen  lines  on  the 
leading  foreign  magazines  give  the  reader  a  feeling  that  there  is 
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breadth  of  view  in  the  editing  of  the  bulletin.  "Library  Notes*\ 
which  usually  occupy  four  or  five  pages,  consist  mainly  of  short 
bibliographical  notices.  Here  also  may  be  found  certain  com-* 
munications  of  interest  from  the  office  of  the  Director. 

Last  year  there  were  printed  seven  issues  of  "More  Books*'* 
comprising  in  all,  360  pages.  It  is  the  hope  of  the  Library  to  pub- 
lish ten  numbers  a  year,  nine  monthly  numbers,  and  for  the  sum- 
mer months  one  quarterly.  It  is  hoped  that  this  aim  will  be 
realized  in  the*  near  future,  in  order  that  it  may  not  be  necessary 
to  issue  double  numbers.  In  the  meantime  it  must  be  recognized 
that  the  printing  of  the  bulletin,  in  addition  to  the  other  steadily 
increasing  demands  on  the  Printing  Department,  represents  a 
considerable  task. 

In  connection  with  the  fifth  annual  conference  of  the  Workers' 
Education  Bureau  of  America,  held  in  Boston  in  April,  1927, 
the  Library  published  "Brief  Reading  List,  No.  36'\  entitled 
"Workers'  Education,  a  selected  list  of  books  and  articles." 

Bibliographical  lists  have,  as  usual,  been  printed  for  the  lec- 
tures on  the  programs  of  the  Boston  Symphony  Orchestra,  given 
by  the  Massachusetts  Division  of  University  Ejctension,  in  co- 
operation with  the  Library.  Programs  and  lists  were  also  issued 
for  twelve  concerts  given  in  the  Lecture  Hall,  prominent  among 
which  were  the  eight  Chamber  Music  concerts  presented  through 
the  courtesy  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Sprague  Coolidge. 

"Opportunities  for  Adult  Education  in  Greater  Boston,"  a  list 
of  courses  of  lectures  free  to  the  public  or  available  at  a  nominal 
fee,  without  educational  pre-requisites,  was  again  published  in 
1927—28;  the  pamphlet  this  year  contains  over  one  hundred 
pages. 

Part  V  of  the  "Guide  to  Serial  Publications  founded  prior 
to  1918"  and  now  or  recently  current  in  Boston,  Cambridge,  and 
vicinity,  is  now  ready  for  publication.  The  material  has  been 
steadily  increased  through  the  generous  co-operation  of  several 
libraries,  including  the  New  York  Public  Library,  the  Library 
of  Congress  and  the  John  Crerar  Library,  and  the  current  cata- 
logue of  this  material  may  be  consulted  in  the  Barton  Gallery 
with  the  help  of  Mr.  Thomas  Johnson  Homer,  the  editor  of  the 
C^uide. 
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BATES  HALL 

If  one  may  judge  from  the  increase  of  more  than  10%  in  the 
number  of  books  sent  from  the  stacks  for  the  use  of  readers,  the 
year  has  been  a  busy  one  in  Batesi  Hall.  The  total  for  the  year 
was  260,623  volumes,  with  no  record  of  the  steady  use  of  boob 
from  the  open  shelves  in  the  Hall. 

The  Reference  Collection  is  under  constant  revision;  217 
volumes  have  been  retired  to  the  stacks  in  the  course  of  the  year, 
242  new  volumes  have  been  placed  in  the  Hall,  and  377  have 
been  given  new  locations  in  the  process  of  rearrangement.  The 
shelves  devoted  to  geography  are  at  present  undergoing  a  com- 
plete revision.  The  Atlas  Collection  has  been  condensed  and 
many  atlases  which  were  out  of  date  have  been  retired.  An  im- 
portant addition  of  the  year  has  been  the  Enciclopedia  Universal 
Ilustrada,  the  publication  of  which  began  in  Barcelona  in  1905, 
and  which  has  now,  in  its  fifty-eighth  volume,  reached  the 
letter  T.  This  littje-known  encyclopaedia  is  one  of  the  most 
important  works  of  reference  produced  in  modem  times. 

The  Hall  has  been  improved  by  the  installation  of  handsome 
oak  tables  at  the  Catalogue,  and  by  the  completion  of  the  new 
lightmg  of  the  bookcases,  which  greatly  facilitates  the  finding  of 
books  in  the  evening. 

The  correspondence  of  the  Department  shows  little  change 
from  the  figures  of  last  year;  229  genealogical  inquiries  were 
answered  by  mail,  and  574  requests  for  information  on  general 
subjects.  In  this  correspondence  forty-four  of  the  forty-ei{^t 
United  States  and  seven  foreign  countries  were  represented. 

The  work  of  the  Division  of  Genealogy  has  continued  to 
justify  itself  in  improved  service  to  readers.  Increased  emphasis 
^as  been  laid  on  the  various  phases  of  Adult  Education  work. 
An  office  will  soon  be  opened  on  the  lower  flooc  of  the  Library, 
where  a  Readers'  Adviser  may  be  consulted  by  the  public  The 
sale  of  the  ^'Reading  with  a  Purpose**  pamphlets  issued  by  the 
American  Library  Association  has  gone  on  steadily ;  the  sales  by 
this  Library  have  now  reached  a  total  of  1 3,1 50  copies. 

The  frequendy  crowded  condition  of  the  Hall  raises  anew 
the  problem  of  its  occupation  as  a  study  room  by  persons  who  are 
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using  no  library  books.  These  students  from  near-by  schools  and 
colleges  are  sometimes  careless  of  the  rights  of  legitimate  readers, 
and  it  is  probable  that  this  Library,  like  many  others  throughout 
the  country,  will  find  it  necessary  to  consider  steps  for  guarding 
itself  against  abuse  by  this  class  of  visitors. 

NEWSPAPER    AND    PATENT    RCX)MS. 

The  Newspaper  Room  continues  to  be  crowded,  although 
there  is  no  attempt  at  a  definite  record  of  readers.  There  are  now 
regularly  received  213  daily  and  35  weekly  papers,  of  which 
190  are  published  in  the  United  States  and  78  in  31  foreign 
countries.  One  hundred  and  fourteen  volumes  of  bound  news^ 
papers  have  been  added  to  the  files,  which  now  contain  9,337. 
In  the  course  of  the  year  1 9,264  visitors  consulted  33,1 74  bound 
volumes  of  newspapers  —  an  average  of  3|/2  uses  for  each 
volume  in  the  collection.  No  portion  of  the  Library  has  larger 
possibilities  for  students  of  contemporary  history  than  this  great 
mass  of  the  news  of  other  years  printed  while  it  was  still  fresh. 

Six  hundred  and  eighty-eight  volumes  were  added  to  the  col- 
lection of  patents  during  the  year.  It  is  a  satisfaction  to  record 
that  the  gaps  in  the  set  of  German  Patentschrif ten,  resulting  from 
the  War,  have  been  largely  filled,  so  that  this  valuable  file  is 
now  practically  complete. 

INFORMATION   OFFICE.   GOVERNMENT   DOCUMENT  ROOM 

AND    OPEN    SHELF    ROOM. 

The  Information  Office  continues  to  save  the  time  and  energy 
of  those  persons  who  wish  to  use  the  Library  but  are  unfamiliar 
with  its  many  departments.  Tourists  likewise,  in  seeking  all  man- 
ner of  information,  find  the  office  of  great  value.  During  the  year 
there  has  been  an  increased  number  of  telephone  calls  for  service 
of  various  kinds  from  business  firms,  special  libraries,  schools  and 
individuals.  This  increase  in  service  rendered  is  true  also  of  the 
other  departments  of  reference  in  the  Library. 

Approximately  1,115  new  catalogues,  pamphlets  and  clip- 
pings have  been  added  to  the  Vocational  Guidance  file.  The 
attendants  have  been  consulted  about  every  possible  kind  of 
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especially  related  to  the  fields  covered  by  those  departments,  as 
follows : 

I 

Fine  Arts  and  Music  Divisions  of  the  Special  Libraries     ....  136 

Ordering  Department 27 

Statistical  Department 55 

Teachers*  Reference  Room  and  Children's  Room 70 

288 
Periodical  Room 1281 

Total  number  of  periodicals  currently  received 1569 

SPEQAL    LIBRARIES     DEPARTMENT. 

The  Special  Libraries  include  all  the  collections  housed  on  the 
third  floor  of  the  Central  Building  and  comprise  the  divisions  of 
Fine  Arts,  Music,  Technology,  and  the  special  collections  of 
the  Library  contained  in  the  Barton-Ticknor  Division.  The 
fields  covered  by  these  four  divisions  were  defined  in  detail  in  the 
Annual  Reports  for  1923  and  1924. 

The  numerous  changes  in  arrangement  and  organization 
carried  out  in  the  past  few  years  have  resulted  in  better  service,  as 
reflected  in  the  substantial  increase  in  circulation  (seven  per- 
cent) ,  and  a  noticeable  growth  in  the  "hall  use**  of  books.  The 
crowded  condition,  especially  in  the  afternoon,  of  the  Fine  Arts 
reading  room  has  made  it  increasingly  necessary  to  use  some  of 
the  West  Gallery  student  tables  for  general  readers. 

During  the  renovations  in  the  summer  months,  the  entire  open- 
shelf  reference  collection,  charging  and  reference  desks,  and 
telephone  were  moved  into  the  West  Gallery,  and  the  card  cata- 
logue into  the  south  pavilion.  The  book  circulation  was  not  af- 
fected to  any  degree  by  this  temporary  arrangement,  but,  inas- 
much as  it  was  possible  to  move  only  a  small  part  of  the  circu- 
lating picture  collection,  a  noticeable  decrease  in  the  home  use 
of  pictures  resulted. 

Early  in  the  year  a  **Randex*'  file,  listing  Fine  Arts  and  Tech- 
nical periodicals  in  one  alphabet  with  call-number,  was  made 
for  the  Indicator  desk,  in  order  to  facilitate  service  to  readers. 

The  Fine  Arts  Division  has  continued  to  build  up  its  col« 
lections  on  the  new  classification  schedule,  the  classified  books 
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now  being  expanded  into  two  alcoves.  No  large  increase  has 
been  made  in  the  picture  collection,  but,  owing  to  an  unusual 
opportunity  of  purchasing  lantern  slides,  the  Library  has  added 
some  five  thousand  selected  slides,  therdby  almost  doubling  its 
resources. 

The  Technology  Division  has  continued  work  on  its  special 
reference  tools,and  has  added  many  pictures  to  the  technical 
picture  collection.  The  moving  of  all  the  technical  books  when 
the  alcoves  were  painted  made  possible  a  complete  re-shelving 
of  the  collection,  and  the  separation  of  die  classified  books  from 
the  unclassified.  This  has  improved  the  service  and  provided 
room  for  growth.  The  usefulness  of  the  chemical  reference 
alcgve  is  shown  in  the  large  numbers  of  students  and  chemists 
who  daily  consult  thes^  books. 

The  Music  Division,  as  in  former  years,  has  continued  its 
series  of  interpretive  lectures  on  symphony  concerts  and  operas, 
and  has  issued  most  interesting  and  useful  annotated  programs 
and  booklists. 

The  number  of  books  issued  for  home  use  from  the  Special 
Libraries  during  the  year  was  23,193,  an  increase  of  seven  per 
cent  as  compared  with  last  year.  For  use  outside  the  Library 
there  were  issued  27,039  pictures  and  8,448  lantern  slides. 

WORK    WITH    CHILDREN. 

The  year  has  been  one  of  expansion  in  children's  work 
throughout  the  Library  system.  The  home  use  of  books  drawn 
directly  from  the  Central  and  branch  libraries  on  children's  cards 
amounted  to  1 ,69 1 ,269  volumes,  a  gain  of  39,833  volumes  over 
1926.  To  meet  this  call  on  the  resources  of  the  department, 
$30,149.61  of  the  book  fund  was  spent  on  books  for  children  to 
be  placed  in  the  Children's  Room  of  the  Central  Library  and  in 
the  thirty-one  branches,  and  to  be  sent  on  deposit  to  the  schools, 
public  and  parochial.  * 

It  is  worth  noting  that  more  than  seventy  per  cent  of  the  amount 
annually  spent  for  children's  books  goes  for  the  replacement  of 
worn-out  or  missing  copies,  while  only  a  scant  twenty-five  per 
cent  is  spent  for  new  volumes  and  for  additional  copies  of  a 
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given  book  required  to  keep  pace  with  the  growth  in  the  numher 
of  card  holders. 

The  importance  of  replacing  books,  however,  cannot  be  de- 
nied, as  the  main  body  of  children's  literature  is  composed  of 
books  that  have  been  tested  for  years  and  found  acceptable  to 
young  readers.  All  replacement  orders  are  given  individual  con- 
sideration, so  that  the  collections  may  be  kept  alive  throiigh  the 
elimination  of  titles  no  longer  needed.  To  simplify  the  foutine 
detail  involved  in  the  examination  of  so  many  book  cards,  a  list 
of  1,000  titles  approved  for  rqplacement  during  the  year  was 
prepared  by  the  Supervisor  of  Branches  and  is  now  in  use  by 
the  branch  librarians  and  by  the  Order  Department.  It  is  hoped 
to  compile  supplementary  lists  from  time  to  time,  and  to  revise 
the  list  at  stated  intervals.  That  the  present  collections  gather 
little  dust  is  shown  by  the  high  rate  of  turnover  from  the  shelves 
of  the  children's  rooms ;  for  example,  at  the  North  End  Branch, 
where,  during  the  winter  months,  1 ,200  books  are  often  borrow- 
ed in  the  space  of  three  hours,  the  average  yearly  circulation 
amounts  to  eighteen  times  for  each  book. 

Accommodations.  During  1927  one  new  children*s  room 
was  opened,  that  at  the  Dorchester  Branch,  where  highly  un- 
suitable quarters  on  the  third  floor  were  replaced  by  a  pleasant, 
well-equipped  room  on  the  street  level.  During  the  period  of 
several  months'  intermission,  when  the  old  room  had  been  ordered 
closed  and  the  new  one  was  not  yet  ready  for  occupancy,  work 
with  children  was  successfully  carried  on  in  the  Grover  Cleve- 
land School  near  by.  This  was  an  interesting  experiment  in 
adaptation,  promoting  friendly  relations  with  the  school,  and 
incidentally  demonstrating  how  quickly  an  attractive  children's 
room  can  be  organized  when  need  arises. 

At  Brighton  the  assembly  or  lecture  room,  which  had  been 
undergoing  alterations,  was  again  made  available  for  the  Stoiy 
Hour,  and  has  given  satisfactory  use  for  that  purpose.  After  a 
full  year  in  the  Memorial  rligh  School  the  Memorial  Branch 
is  able  to  show  evidences  of  continued  appreciation  of  its  en- 
larged facilities.  How  far  it  has  been  possible  to  give  better 
service,  with  better  equipment,  is  indicated  by  a  gain  of  1 2,087 
in  the  number  of  books  drawn  onchildren's  cards  from  Memorial 
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Branch.  Since  this  is  our  only  branch  library  in  a  high  school 
building,  the  measure  of  its  success  is  a  matter  of  special  concern. 
A  report  from  the  branch  contains  this  comment :  **We  have  but 
begun  to  sound  the  possibilities  which  can  grow  out  of  a  closer 
union  of  the  library  and  the  school.  A  better  understanding  and 
appreciation  of  both  school  and  library  is  slowly  but  surely  grow- 
ing»  as  a  result  of  our  close  contact" 

Whenever  the  opening  of  a  new  room  admits  expansion  in 
the  work  with  children,  fresh  impetus  toward  healthy  growth 
follows.  This  has  been  noticeably  the  experience  at  Dorchester 
and  Memorial  branches.  Furthermore,  the  new  rooms  have 
relieved  to  some  extent  the  pressure  at  Mt.  Bowdoin,  which  lies 
between  the  two,  by  checking  a  further  increase  of  circulation 
which  had  become  unwieldy  in  the  present  restricted  space. 
Particular  attention  was  given  to  the  physical  appearance  of 
children*s  rooms  in  some  of  the  older,  less  inviting  branches. 
A  few  good  pieces  of  pottery  were  acquired,  and  some  suitable 
pictures  bought  to  give  color  and  warmth  to  dark  interiors.  Ac- 
knowledgments are  due  to  the  Junior  Red  Cross  and  the  Chil- 
dren's Museum  for  their  courtesy  in  lending  stimulating  ex- 
hibitions for  display  in  show  cases  and  windows.  Different 
members  of  the  staff  have  also  shown  judgment  and  skill  in  the 
preparation  of  projects,  often  spending  a  great  deal  of  their  own 
time  voluntarily  to  make  the  children's  rooms  more  attractive. 

Schools  and  Children  s  Rooms.  Deposits  of  books  in  the 
schools  constitute  an  important  method  of  extending  the  knowl- 
edge of  library  resources  among  teachers  and  children  alike. 
School  circulation  amounted  to  66,037,  and  might  have  been 
much  larger  if  the  Library  had  been  able  to  supply  more  books. 
Changes  in  the  curriculum  are  reflected  in  the  requests  from 
teachers,  not  only  for  books  to  be  used  in  the  classrooms,  but 
also  in  the  character  of  the  reference  work  in  the  different  chil- 
dren's rooms.  There  ha^  been  continued  effort  to  make  the 
reference  collections  more  adequate  in  order  to  meet  new  re- 
quirements, especially  in  the  field  of  mdustrial  and  commercial 
subjects.  The  ordinary  type  of  geography,  for  example,  is  not 
enough,  as  the  schools  require  more  current  information.     For 
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this  purpose,  and  also  for  furnishing  facts  a:bout  contemporary 
writers,  the  librarians  rely  more  and  more  upon  the  pamphlet 
files  which  are  being  enlarged  and  strengthened  in  the  different 
children's  rooms. 

The  requirements  of  the  intermediate  or  junior  high  schools 
call  for  special  attention  at  the  present  time.  As  the  required 
reading  lists  include  a  large  proportion  of  books  that  are  classed 
as  adult  literature,  there  is  room  for  a  broad  and  inclusive  policy 
which  will  place  more  advanced  books  upon  the  children's 
shelves,  or  will  admit  younger  readers  to  some  divisions  of  the 
general  adult  collections  of  the  Library  system. 

Story  Hours.  No  slackening  of  the  hold  that  the  Story 
Hours  have  upon  children  can  be  seen.  Six  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  regular  story  hours  were  held,  with  an  attendance  of 
thousands  of  children  to  whom  the  fine  presentation  of  great 
classics,  folklore,  and  legend  was  a  quickening  e3q>erience. 
Sufficient  proof  of  the  vitality  of  the  story  telling  is  given  m  the 
continued  large  attendance  year  after  year,  in  spite  of  the  multi- 
plication of  motion  picture  houses  in  practically  every  locality. 

Requests  from  teachers  and  principals  for  story  telling  in  die 
schools  are  too  numerous  to  be  supplied,  and  this  is  the  more 
gratifying  since  the  Library  story  tellers  are  the  only  outside 
visitors  freely  invited  to  the  public  schools. 

For  the  first  time  the  Library  was  able  to  include  the  summer 
vacation  schools  in  a  program  of  story  telling,  giving  one  period 
to  each  school  during  July  and  August.  As  the  Museum  of 
Fine  Arts  had  discontinued  its  summer  work  along  this  line,  the 
teachers  and  children  were  especially  happy  ip  the  cormection 
thus  made  with  the  great  field  of  good  reading. 

Central  Children  s  Room,  The  laying  of  the  new  floor 
covering  in  the  Central  Children's  Room  was  an  improvement 
long  anticipated.  It  greatly  enhances  the  beauty  and  comfort 
of  the  room  and  gives  it  increased  dignity  and  finish. 

While  the  room  was  closed,  an  opportunity  to  practice  adap- 
tation was  afforded  children  and  staff  by  the  establishment  of  a 
small  collection  of  books  and  a  temporary  charging  service  in 
the  Venetian  Lobby  outside  the  room.  Although  the  limitation 
on  their  habits  of  selection,  combined  with  lack  of  seating  room. 
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decreased  the  use  of  the  Library  by  the  younger  readers  and 
markedly  atfected  the  circulation  of  books,  it  was  an  interesting 
experiment.  It  revealed  to  the  staff  of  the  Children's  Room  the 
readers  to  whom  the  Library  is  indispensable*  and  who  conse- 
quently make  the  best  of  an  inconvenient  situation.  Moreover, 
there  was  a  certain  unlooked  for  value  in  the  prominence  sudden- 
ly given  this  phase  of  lijbrary  work,  which  brought  it  before  the 
eyes  of  the  general  visitor  to  whom  it  was  previously  unknown. 
During  the  period  of  exclusion  the  annual  Children's  Book 

Week  was  observed  by  a  display  of  books  in  the  small  reception 
room  on  the  first  floor.  Entered  upon  as  a  makeshift,  this  proved 
to  be  a  delightful  innovation,  affording  an  admirable  opportunity 
to  show  off  the  new  books  among  fitting  surroundings.  With 
the  gratifying  attendance  of  1,739  observant  visitors  in  the  six 
weeks  it  was  open,  this  was  far  and  away  the  best  exhibition  of 
new  books  the  Children's  Department  has  ever  held.  Changes 
were  made  each  day  in  the  type  of  books  shown  in  order  to  give 
consideration  to  different  groups  in  the  community  who  seek 
books  from  various  motives.  The  staff  is  deserving  of  great 
commendation  for  its  excellent  and  unified  work  under  difficult 
conditions. 

Teachers*  Room.  The  quiet  and  convenience  of  a  room  in 
which  one  may  work  with  necessary  books  at  hand  is  appreciated 
not  only  by  individuals  who  are  teaching  but  equally  by  the 
students  in  colleges  and  other  educational  institutions.  At  times 
the  capacity  of  the  Teachers'  Room  is  taxed  to  its  limit  with 
readers  who  are  making  the  best  use  of  its  facilities. 

Saturday  is  naturally  the  busiest  day,  and  many  books  are 
brought  from  other  parts  of  the  Library  on  request  of  teachers 
who  are  taking  advanced  courses  in  one  or  another  of  the  uni- 
versities and  colleges.  In  order  to  gain  a  little  more  space  for 
the  necessary  expansion,  some  of  the  unused  titles  in  the  text 
book  collection  have  been  withdrawn  and  the  shelves  given  up  to 
material  on  psychology,  curriculum  formation,  school  surveys 
and  so  forth. 

Summer  school  work  brought  teachers  from  all  parts  of  the 
country  and  offered  an  opportimity  to  make  the  Library  favorably 
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known  by  that  best  of  all  methods,  service.  The  imperative  need 
of  increase  in  the  book  stock  as  well  as  in  the  seating  capacity  of 
this  room  continues  to  be  its  most  difficult  problem. 

THE   BRANCH   SYSTEM. 

The  total  circulation  through  the  branch  libraries  and  the 
Central  Branch  Department  for  the  year  was  3,358,967.  This 
is  a  gain  over  1926  of  200,415.  The  number  of  books  issued 
from  the  Central  Library  through  branches  was  99,070;  this 
includes  76,602  from  the  Deposit  Collection  and  22,468  from 
the  stacks  of  the  Central  Library.  Twenty-^ix  of  the  branches 
gained  in  circulation.  The  greatest  gains  were  at  Uphams 
Comer,  Mattapan,  Memorial,  Roxbury  Crossing,  Jamaica 
Plain,  Codman  Square,  Hyde  Park  and  Roslindale. 

The  number  of  volumes  sent  on  deposit  to  345  agencies  (232 
schools,  56  fire-engine  houses  and  57  institutions  of  various 
kinds)  was  93,269  as  against  86,570  last  year.  The  total  num- 
ber of  volumes  sent  to  schools  was  66,037,  compared  with  56,81 8 
last  year.  Of  this  nimiber  26,337  were  sent  from  the  Branch 
Issue  Division,  Central  Library.  The  nimiber  of  books  issued 
on  deposit  from  the  branch  libraries,  chiefly  to  schools,  was 
39,700,  compared  with  37,134  in  1926. 

Inter-library  loans  amounted  to  1,987  volumes,  157  more 
than  last  year.  Of  the  2,569  applications  received,  582  had  to 
be.  refused.  Twenty-four  volumes  were  borrowed  from  other 
libraries. 

The  Dorchester  Branch  now  rejoices  in  the  finest  children's 
room  in  the  system,  a  room  from  which  the  municipal  court  moved 
about  a  year  ago.  The  Neponset  Branch  has  been  completely 
renovated.  A  good-sized  lecture  hall  has  been  added  to  the 
Brighton  Branch;  a  small  lecture  hall  to  Faneuil  Branch.  The 
grounds  of  Brighton,  Faneuil,  Hyde  Park  and  West  End  have 
been  put  into  shape.  Shrubbery  has  been  trimmed  and  replaced 
and  lawns  have  been  reseeded. 

The  ever-increasing  requests  for  new  buildings  in  many  dif- 
ferent sections  of  the  city  attest  a  growing  appreciation  on  the 
part  of  the  public  for  the  Library's  extension  service.    With  six- 


[57] 

teen  such  requests  on  file,  a  survey  of  the  city's  library  needs 
seemed  impers^tive.  This  request  resulted  in  the  preparation  by 
branch  librarians  and  their  assistants  of  thirty  detailed  maps 
and  thirty  district  guides  of  information.  In  this  work  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  City  Planning  Board  gave  generous  assistance. 
Using  these  maps  and  guides  as  a  basis  for  study  of  an  extension 
forecast,  it  has  been  possible  to  plot  on  one  large  map  localities 
which  in  the  near  future  should  be  given  library  service  and  to 
give  adequate  reasons  for  the  selection  of  these  localities. 

A  standard  list  of  over  200  reference  books  with  which  all 
branch  librarians  and  assistants  should  be  familiar,  has  been 
prepared  in  loose-leaf  form  so  that  it  can  be  readily  revised  and 
kept  up  to  date. 

The  number  of  good  books  discarded  has  been  for  a  long  time 
a  cause  for  anxiety.  However,  when  the  charging  plates  in  these 
volumes  show  that  months  and  often  years  have  passed  since  the 
books  were  borrowed,  and  when  shelf  room  is  needed  for  the 
newer  books  now  in  demand,  it  appears  wise  to  remove  them. 
To  dispose  of  standard  books  still  in  good  condition,  excepting 
discarded  textbooks  and  out-of-date  reference  books,  seems  a 
mistaken  policy.  A  single  book  on  biography  or  philosophy 
may  be  useless,  but  related  to  others  in  a  collection  it  frequently 
becomes  of  value.  Hence,  these  books  withdrawn  from  the 
shelves  of  the  various  branches  are  now  being  assembled  in  col- 
lections in  the  basements  or  attics  of  several  branches  where  there 
is  room  for  their  care.  At  Dorchester,  for  instance,  some  2,000 
volumes  of  biography  have  been  shelved.  These  books  are 
available  for  students  and  research  workers  throughout  the  city. 

EXHIBITIONS    AND    LECTURES. 

During  the  year  twenty-eight  exhibitions  were  arranged; 
twenty-two  being  displayed  in  the  Fine  Arts  Exhibition  Room, 
and  six  in  the  Barton-Ticknor  Room.  Thirteen  of  the  exhibits 
consisted  of  loan  material ;  three  of  them  comprising  books.  Fif- 
teen were  made  of  material  owned  by  the  Library.  Eight  were 
of  books  and  documents;  sixteen  were  of  prints,  paintings  and 
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photographs;  one  was  an  arts  and  crafts  exhibit  of  old  world 
costumes,  laces,  etc.;  one  was  of  small  soap  sculpture;  and  an- 
other was  the  Boston  Public  Library  Anniversary  and  Historical 
Exhibit.    For  list  of  exhibitions  see  Appendix,  pages  73—74. 

During  the  season  1927-28  there  were  given  in  the  Lecture 
Hall  138  lectures  and  entertainments  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Library,  the  Dickens  Fellowiship,  the  Drama  League,  the  Field 
and  Forest  Club,  the  Ruskin  Club,  and  other  organizations. 
Following  the  established  custom,  they  were  all  free  to  the  public. 

The  lectures  were  in  the  following  fields:  travel,  23 ;  literature, 
17;  music,  11 ;  history,  9;  drama,  7;  art  and  archeology,  6; 
and  miscellaneous,  33.  There  were  also  32  concerts,  recitals, 
and  plays.  Eight  of  the  concerts  were  made  possible  through  the 
generosity  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Sprague  Coolidge,  while  various 
societies,  orchestras,  and  ensembles  contributed  one  concert  each. 
All  of  these  concerts  appealed  to  a  public  so  wide  that  the  doors 
often  had  to  be  closed  almost  an  hour  before  the  scheduled  be- 
ginning. It  is  a  privilege  to  announce  that  The  Elizabeth 
Sprague  Coolidge  Foundation  has  generously  offered  a  series 
of  six  concerts  for  the  season  of  1 928-29.  For  list  of  lectures, 
etc  see  Appendix,  pages  69—73. 

In  1927-28  the  Division  of  University  Extension  of  the  State 
Department  of  Education,  as  customary,  used  the  Lecture  Hall 
every  evening,  except  Thursday  and  Sunday,  for  educational 
courses.  Several  courses  were  also  scheduled  for  morning  and 
afternoon  hours. 

A  course  on  the  programs  of  the  Boston  Symphony  Orchestra 
was  again  offered  by  the  Division  of  University  Extension  m 
collaboration  with  the  Library.  This  was  arranged  by  Richard 
G.  Appel,  of  the  Library  staff,  who  was  assisted  by  other  mu- 
sicians, notably  Edward  Burlingame  Hill,  Malcolm  Lang,  John 
P.  Marshall,  Daniel  Gregory  Mason,  Alfred  H.  Meyer,  Wal- 
ter R.  Spalding,  and  Alexander  Tansman. 

THE    LIBRARY    TRAINING    CLASS 

A  Training  Class,  under  the  supervision  of  Mrs.  Bertha  V. 
Hartzell,  was  opened  on  CX:tober  17,  1927,  for  applicants  de- 
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siring  positions  m  the  Library,  and  for  a  few  members  of  the 
present  staff  who  were  especially  adapted  to  training  for  all- 
round  library  work. 

The  subjects  in  the  course  for  the  first  year  included  reference 
work,  book  selection,  the  principles  of  cataloguing  and  classic 
fication,  work  with  children  and  library  administration.  Practical 
work  in  the  different  departments  of  the  Library  is  a  feature  of 
the  course,  as  are  also  visits  to  other  libraries  and  to  bookstores, 
and  lectures  by  librarians  of  note. 

Students  already  connected  with  the  Library  will  take  two 
years  in  training ;  new  students  giving  full  time  to  the  work  will 
complete  their  course  in  June,  1 928. 

Applicants  from  outside  the  Library  are  either  high  school 
or  college  graduates,  who  have  passed  the  examination  for 
admission.  The  class  is  limited  in  number,  and  candidates  must 
be  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  twenty-five.  Preference  is 
given  to  residents  of  Boston. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  no  tuition  is  charged,  it  is  expected 
that  applicants,  upon  satisfactory  completion  of  the  course  and 
subsequent  appointment  to  a  position,  will  remain  in  the  service 
of  the  Library  for  a  period  of  at  least  two  years. 

OTHER    STAFF    INSTRUCTION. 

During  the  year  the  Supervisor  of  Work  with  Children  has 
offered  to  assistants  who  came  into  the  work  with  children 
without  the  requisite  courses  in  children*s  literature  the  usual 
instruction,  in  amount  averaging  one  period  a  week. 

The  Supervisor  of  Branches  has  given  instruction  to  thirty-one 
branch  library  assistants  in  reference  books  and  book  selection. 
Marian  A.  McCarthy,  assisted  by  Hilda  M.  Baker,  has  con- 
ducted a  course  in  book  mending  and  lettering. 

The  work  of  the  Training  Class  in  giving  to  the  employees  of 
the  Library  a  better  equipment  for  their  duties,  is  being  extended 
downward  by  means  of  the  new  examination  for  the  Ungraded 
Service.  Temporary  employees,  who  have  not  yet  graduated 
from  high  school,  are  now  required  at  the  end  of  two  months  of 
experience  to  pass  an  examination  on  the  duties  in  which  they 
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are  engaged ;  the  candidates  are  given  instruction  in  the  woHl  of 
the  various  departments  in  preparation  for  this  examination. 

MECHANICAL    AND    OTHER    REPAIRS. 

The  reconditioning  of  the  Central  Library  Building  and  cer- 
tain of  the  branch  libraries  has  gone  on  apace  during  the  year. 
The  outstanding  accomplishments  were  as  follows: 

About  two  thirds  of  the  roof-tiles  of  the  Central  Library  Build- 
ing»  of  which  there  are  some  fifty  thousand,  have  been  repointed 
and  repairs  have  been  made  on  the  gutters,  cresting,  skyli^ts, 
and  certain  sections  of  the  inner  condensation  roof.  The  ex- 
terior facades  and  the  walls  of  the  inner  court  of  the  Central 
Building  were  repointed. 

The  catalogue  enclosure  in  Bates  Hall  has  been  equipped 
with  new  tables,  shelves,  and  cases.  Rubber  tile  flooring  has 
been  placed  in  the  Children's  Room.  A  new  electrical  switch- 
board has  been  installed  in  the  basement,  while  a  good  start  has 
been  made  in  the  rewiring  of  the  entire  building.  The  installation 
of  added  air  ducts  in  the  Fine  Arts  Department  has  greatly  im- 
proved its  ventilation.  During  the  simuner  a  new  brick  »de- 
walk  was  laid  on  Dartmouth  Street. 

In  addition  to  the  changes  already  noted  at  the  Dorchester  and 
Brighton  branches,  the  Dorchester,  Hyde  Park,  and  Andrew 
Square  branches  were  repainted,  as  well  as  the  Newspaper  and 
Teachers'  Rooms  and  the  Fine  Arts  reading  room  in  the  Central 
Building. 

RETIREMENTS. 

During  the  year  the  following  persons  retired  imder  the  Boston 
Retirement  Act:  South  Boston  Branch:  Mary  J.  Slattcry, 
cleaner,  (retired  January  31,  voluntary),  entered  service  Janu- 
ary 10,  1912;  West  End  Branch :  Rebecca  Millmeister,  second 
assistant,  (retired  June  30,  disability),  entered  service  May  12, 
1899;  Catalogue  Department:  Mary  A.  Tenney,  cataloguer, 
(retired  June  30,  voluntary),  entered  service  January  25,  1897; 
Engineer  and  Janitor  Department:  Bridget  Healey,  cleaner,  (re- 
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tired  June  30,  voluntary),  entered  service  March  17,  1906; 
South  End  Branch:  Alice  McEttrick,  first  assistant,  (retired 
September  30,  disability)^  entered  service  December  12,  1902. 

CONCLUSION. 

Upon  the  loyal  service  of  the  staff  in  the  Central  Library  and 
Branches  depends  the  satisfactory  and  effective  operation  of 
the  entire  Library  Department  The  Director  earnestly  solicits 
reports  of  dissatisfaction  with  the  service  of  the  Library  or  of 
failure  to  obtain  information  desired.  It  should  be  remember- 
ed that  inquiries  requiring  special  knowledge  should  be  made  to 
chiefs  of  departments,  branch  librarians  or  first  assistants,  most 
of  whom  have  been  long  in  the  Library  service  and  know  its 
resources,  rather  than  to  minor  assistants.  Inquiries  by  telephone 
are  welcome.  If  questions  are  asked  which  do  not  fall  within 
the  province  of  the  department  of  the  Central  Library,  or  of  the 
branch  library,  in  which  the  inquiry  is  made,  the  inquirer  will 
be  directed  to  the  proper  source  of  information. 

It  is  again  a  privilege  to  record  my  continued  appreciation  of 
the  members  of  the  Library  staff  in  the  regular  day  and  evening 
service  —  in  minor  as  well  as  in  major  positions  —  who  have 
co-operated  so  admirably  with  their  Director  during  the  year. 
On  the  efficient  performance  of  their  duty  depends  the  credit  for 
the  operation  of  the  Department. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  F.  D.  Belden, 

Director 
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TABLE  OF  CENTRAL  AND  BRANCH  CIRCULATION. 

1922-23     1923-24      l924-?5       I 925*  !926  1927 

Central   Library  590.655       576,997      623.024      608.852      644.8%      657.977 


Branches: 

AlUton 

53.596 

57.705 

60358 

63.434 

74297 

81.964 

Andrew    Square 

33.413 

51.991 

68.1% 

68.772 

89.662 

92,926 

Boyliton    Station 

55,672 

62.340 

64.871 

64.559 

71261 

68,1% 

Brighton 

83.238 

87.672 

92.702 

89384 

101286 

96.907 

Charlestown 

101.140 

99,035 

98.433 

95288 

107.562 

110.069 

City   Point 

38.381 

43.277 

47,441 

50.108 

51.154 

54232 

Codman  Square 

103.810 

113.529 

114.950 

119,758 

145,001 

156,559 

Dorchester 

67.810 

75,608 

88,628 

90,123 

100.188 

101.957 

East  Boston 

120.993 

125.968 

128,771 

125,820 

138.691 

140379 

Faneuil 

24.944 

27.004 

30.443 

31.560 

43.782 

50212 

Fellowes    Athen. 

79.125 

71.673 

76.007 

84.765 

85,151 

89.479 

Hyde    Park 

82,498 

89.716 

95.334 

93.582 

%,147 

107.168 

Jamaica  Plain   . 

59.970 

64.022 

68.630 

67.232 

73.117 

85.262 

Jeffries    Point 

35.925 

40.857 

52/)20 

53.004 

58218 

61.893 

Lower    Mills 

17.577 

25.801 

27.259 

25.488 

32274 

35.835 

Mattapan 

20.497 

27.699 

48.789 

58290 

69364 

95.085 

Memorial 

108.665 

122.159 

136,981 

135,913 

147263 

171.034 

Mount  Bowdoin 

83.376 

98.961 

107.679 

112320 

125.907 

129.487 

Mount    Pleasant 

53.846 

52.977 

53.953 

53.778 

59.101 

66315 

Neponset 

33.263 

40353 

41.466 

39.479 

43349 

48.331 

North    End 

%.359 

107.329 

117.075 

121.651 

137,8% 

143381 

Orient  Heights   . 

34.240 

30.580 

40.605 

45395 

58.913 

55.625 

Parker   Hill 

49.459 

44.081 

37.038 

39,860 

43.719 

45.862 

Roslindale    . 

82.597 

89336 

94.888 

93,154 

105.074 

113.150 

Roxbury  Crossing 

55.91 1 

57.869 

67.143 

58.634 

62,462 

77.770 

South  Boston 

124.809 

139,173 

1 52.799 

148,751 

169.625 

170.911 

South   End 

99.543 

111.682 

117.845 

112.578 

118315 

116226 

Tyler  Street 

39,973 

42.270 

37321 

37.436 

43.421 

39.865 

Upham's  Comer 

120.257 

109.731 

95.975 

100288 

126.010 

152.140 

West  End    . 

142.470 

154.267 

157321 

152.043 

169.142 

175.683 

West  Roxbury   . 

74.970 

81.199 

88.249 

88.432 

104,889 

111.754 

Total      .    2.768.984  2.922.861    3.132.194   3.129.781    3.499.137   3.705.657 

*For  a  jeu  of  eleven  months. 


[63] 

The  net  gains  and  losses  in  circulation  are  presented,  apart 
from  the  totals,  in  the  following  form : 

VOLUMES. 

1922-23  gain  oYer  preceding  year %336 

1923-24  gain  oyer  preceding  year 153,877 

1924-25  gain  over  preceding  year 209333 

1925*      loM  from  preceding  year 12,413 

.  1926t       gain  over  preceding  year  (of   1 1   months)    ....  369356 

1927        gain  over  preceding  jrear 306.520 

USE  OF   BOOKS. 
Orculation  from  Central  by  Months. 


home    use 

HOME     USE 

SCHOOLS  AND 

THROUGH 

INSTITUTIONS 

DIRECT. 

BRANCH    DEPT. 

THROUGH 
BRANCH    DEPT. 

TOTALS. 

January.    1927     . 
February 

35.176 

10.663 

21.150 

66,989 

32.944 

.  9.946 

21.225 

64.115 

March                    .         . 

36.791 

11.322 

21.635 

69.748 

April 

31,9% 

9.094 

22.590 

63.680 

May 

28,701 

8.026 

22.750 

59.477 

June 

July           "       . 

21,550 

6.609 

22.750 

50.909 

22355 

5.406 

6.047 

33308 

August 

20.663 

5.068 

6.060 

31.791 

September 

22,052 

5.699 

8.240 

35.991 

October        * 

31,132 

8.403 

14.000 

53.535 

November 

33.008 

9.534 

22.210 

64.752 

December 

30322 

9300 

23.560 

63.182 

Totals 


346.690 


99.070 


212,217 


657.977 


Distribution  of  Total  Orculation. 


Central  Library: 

a.  Direct  .... 

h.  Through   Branches 

1.  Deposit  Collection 

2  Genera]  Collections 
c.  Schools  and  Institutions  through 

Branch    Department 

Branches: 

Allston 

Andrew  Square 
Boylston  Station 
Brixton 
QiarlestoMm 
City  Point 


Carried  forward 


'ElevflB  moolfa 


HOME 

SCHOOLS  AND 

TOTALS. 

USE. 

INSTITUTIONS. 

346.690 

76.602 

22.466 

212.217 

657.977 

• 

81.984 

•      *      •      « 

81.984 

92.926 

•      •     •      • 

92.926 

68.1% 

A          •          •          • 

68,1% 

75.289 

23.618 

%.907 

98,098 

11.971 

110.069 

54,232 

•     •     ■     ■ 

54.232 

470725 


35.589 


506314 


of  pnoedbg  twdve  moatfai  233.279. 
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Broughi  forward 
Codman  Square 
Dorchester 
East  Boston 
Faneuil 

Fellowes   Athenaeum 
Hyde   Park 
Jamaica    Plain 
Jeffries    Point 
Lower   Mills 
Mattapan 
Memorial 
Mount  Bowdoin 
Mount  Pleasant 
Neponset 
North   End 
Orient  Heights 
Parker  Hill 
Roslindale 
Roxbury  Crossing 
South  Boston 
South    Elnd 
Tyler    Street 
Upham's  Corner 
West    End 
West   Roxbury 


470.725 

35,589 

506.314 

144.847 

11.712 

156,559 

84.430 

17.527 

101,957 

120.171 

20.208 

140379 

50212 

•    •     •     • 

50il2 

71.434 

18.045 

89.479 

95308 

11.860 

107.166 

72.977 

12.285 

85.262 

61393 

•    •    •     • 

6IJ93 

35.835 

•    •    •     • 

35335 

95.085 

•    •    •     ft 

95.085 

167.356 

3,678 

171.(B4 

124300 

5.187 

129.487 

66315 

•     •    •     • 

66315 

48331 

•    •    •    « 

48331 

141.594 

1.787 

143381 

55.625 

•     •     •     • 

55,625 

45.862 

ft     •    ft     • 

45.862 

102.781 

10369 

113.150 

77.770 

•     •     •     • 

77.770 

144.820 

26.091 

170.911 

99.230 

16.9% 

116i26 

39.868 

•     ■     •     « 

39,868 

151.402 

738 

152.140 

150.794 

24.889 

175,683 

91,776 

19.978 

111.754 

2.810,741 


236.939 


3,047.680 


These  figures  are  condensed  into  the  following : 

Books  Lent  for  Home  Use,  including  Circulation  through 

Schools  and  Institutions. 


From  Central  Library  (including  Central  Library  books  issued  througji 

the    Branches)  .  657.977 

From  Branches  (excluding  books  received  from  Central  Library)     .         .         3,047.660 


Total 


Comparative. 


1926. 


Central  Libraiy  circulation  (excluding 
schools  and  institutions) : 
Direct  home  use     .... 
Throu^   Branches 

Branch  Libraries  circulation   (ex- 
cluding   schools    and    institutions): 

Schools  and  institutions  circulation   (in- 
cluding books  from  Central  through 
the  Branch  system) 


340,585 
106.456 


447.041 
2.612.108 

439,988 
3.499.137 


3.705.657 
1927. 


346.690 
99.070 


445.760 
2.8ia74l 

447.156 
3,705.657 
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Under  the  inter-library  loan  system  with  other  libraries  the 
following  use  of  books  for  the  purpose  of  serious  research  is 
shown  for  two  successive  years: 


Volumes  lent  from  this  Library  to  other  libraries  in 
Lent  to  libraries  outside  of  Massachusetts    . 

Massachusetts 

•  •                  ■ 

•  ■                  • 

•  •                  « 

•  «                  • 

1926. 

1.580 
250 

1927. 

1.723 
264 

Totals                 

Applications  refused: 

From  libraries  in  Massachusetts 

From  libraries  outside  of  Massachusetts 

1.83Q 

475 
117 

1.987 

478 
104 

Totals                 

592 
24 

582 

Borrowed  from  other  libraries  for  use  here 

■                  • 

24 

The  classified  direct    circulation  of  the  branches    was    as 
follows,  for  two  successive  years : 


1926  1927 

VOLUMES.    PERCENTAGE.     VOLUMES.      PERCENTAGE. 


Fiction  for  adults  . 

825.834 

32 

901.688 

32 

Non-fiction   for  adults    . 

256.018 

10 

273.932 

10 

Juvenile    fiction 

1.022.430 

39 

1.107.625 

39 

Juvenile   non-fiction 

507.826 

19 

527.4% 

19 

At  the  Central  Library  the  classified  direct  circulation  shows 
the  following  percentages : 


1926.  1927. 

PERCENTAGE.  PERCENTAGE. 


Fiction  48.5 

Non-fiction 51.5 


47.7 
52.3 


B(X)K   ACCESSIONS. 


BOOKS  ACQUIRED   BY  PURCHASE. 


For  the  Central  Library: 
From  Gty  appropriation 
From  trust  funds  income 

For   branches: 

From  City  appropriation 
From  trust  funds  income 


1926. 

1927. 

9,474 

9.870 

337 

2.688 

67,435 


12,711 


67.435 


66.424 
3,289 


12.558 


69,713 


Totah 


80,146 


82.271 
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The  following  statement  includes  the  accessions  by  purchase 
combined  with  books  received  by  gift  or  otherwise: 


CENTRAL.        BRANCHES. 


Accettiont  hj  purchase    . 
AcccMiou  by   gift   . 
Accenions  by  Statistical  Department 
Accessions  by  ezcbanfle     . 
Accessions   by    periodicals   bound    . 
Accessions   by   newspapers   bcHind   . 
lions   by   serials   bound    . 


12338 

11.437 

60 

144 

1.622 

116 

1.647 


69.713 
1.060 


70 


TOTAL 
VOLUMES, 

82271 

12.497 
80 

144 

1.732 

116 


Totali 


27.644 


70.843  98.487 


THE  CATALCX;UE. 

1926 


Catalogued  (new): 

Central  Library  Catalogue 

Serials 

Branches 
Recatalogued 


VOLS.  AND 
PARTS. 

23.496 

5.475 

57.473 

17.819 


TITLES. 


14.544 

•      •      •      ■ 

50.246 
9358 


1927 

VOLS.   AND 
PARTS. 

25.811 

6.697 
67.602 
15337 


TITLES. 


15.932 

•     •     «     • 

57.543 
8261 


Totals 


104263        74.148      115.447       81.736 


SHELF  DEPARTMENT. 

The  number  of  volumes  shelved  and  thus  made  available  for 
public  use*  taken  from  the  report  of  the  Shelf  Department,  is: 

Placed  on  the  Central  Library  shelves  during  the  year: 

General  collection,- new  books  (including  continuations)    ....        24.553 

Special  collections,  new  books  and  transfers 2,061 

Books  reported  lost  or  missing  in  previous  years,  but  now  found,  transfers 

from  branches,  etc 1.904 


Removed  from  Central  Library  shelves  during  the  year: 

Books  reported  lost  or  missing,  condeomed  copies  not  yet  replaced, 
fers,  etc 


28.536 


Net  gain  at  Central  Library 
Net  gain  at  branches  . 


12304 

16,234 

13316 

Net  gain,  entire  library  system 30,050 

The  total  number  of  volumes  available  ior  public  use  at  the 

end  of  each  year  since  the  formation  of  the  Library  is  shown  in 
the  following  statement : 

1852-53    ....  9.688  1855-56    ....         2a060 

1853-54    ....  16221  1856-57    ....         34.8% 

1854-55    ....         22.617  1857-58    ....         70,851 
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l85a-59  . 

1859-60  . 

1860-61  . 

1861-62  . 

1862-63  . 

1863-64  . 

1864-65  . 
1865—66 

1866-67  . 

1867-68  . 

1868-69  . 

1869-70  . 

1870-71  . 

1871-72  . 

1872-73  . 

1873-74  . 

1874-75  . 

1875-76  . 

1876-77  . 

1877-78  . 

1878-79  . 

1879-80  . 

1880-81  . 

1881-82  . 

1882-83  . 

1883-84  . 

1884-85  . 

1885  .  . 

1886  .  . 

1887  .  . 

1888  .  . 

1889  .  . 

1890  .  . 

1891  .  . 

1892  .  . 

Volumes  IB  entire  library  •yttem  . 

Volumes  in  the  branches 


78.043 

1893   .      . 

85.031 

1894  .      . 

97.386 

1895   .      . 

105.034 

1896-97    . 

110.563 

1897-98    . 

116.934 

1898-99    . 

123.016 

1899-1900. 

130.678 

1900-01     . 

136.060 

1901-02    . 

144.092 

1902-03    . 

152.7% 

1903-04    . 

160.573 

1904-05    . 

179.250 

1905-06    . 

192.958 

1906-07    . 

209.456 

1907-08    . 

260.550 

1908-09    . 

276.918 

1909-10    . 

297.873 

1910-11     . 

321.010 

1911-12    . 

345.734 

1912-13    . 

360.963 

1913-14    . 

377.225 

1914-15    . 

390.982 

1915-16    . 

404.221 

1916-17    . 

422.1 16 

1917-18    . 

438.594 

1918-19    . 

453.947 

1919-20    . 

460.993 

1920-21     . 

479.421 

1921-22    . 

492,956 

1922-23    . 

505,872 

1923-24    . 

520.508 

1924-25    . 

536.027 

1925 

556.283 

1926 

576.237 

1927 

597.152 
610375 
628.297 
663.763 
698.888 
716.050 
746.383 
781.377 
812,264 
835.904 

0^0,00^ 

871.050 

878,933 

903349 

922.348 

941.024 

961.522 

987.268 

1.006.717 

1.049.011 

1.067.103 

1.098.702 

1.121.747 

1.139.682 

1.157326 

1.173.695 

1.197.498 

1.224.510 

1.258.211 

1.284.094 

1308.041 

1,333.264 

1363.515 

1 388.439 

1,418.489 

1.418.489 
391.125 


These  volumes  are  located  as  follows : 


Central  Library   . 

.    1.027364 

Allston 

6.675 

Andrew  Square    . 

6.274 

Boylston  Station  . 

5.700 

Brighton 

19,066 

Charlestown 

15.133 

City   Point 

8.433 

Codman  Square    . 

12.328 

Dorchester    . 

12.957 

East    Boston 

21 378 

Faneuil        .         .         .         . 

6,758 

Fellowcs    Athenaeum    . 

37.043 

Hyde  Park  . 

35,898 

Jamaica   Plain 

17,555 

Jetfries   Point 
Lower    Mills 

4.875 

3.949 

Mattapan 
Memorial 
Mount  Bowdoin 
Mount  Pleasant  . 
Neponset 
North  End. 
Orient  Heights  . 
Parker   Hill 
Roslindale 
Rozbunr    Crossing 
South   Boston 
South  End  . 
Tyler  Street 
Upham's   Comer 
West  End 
West  Rozbury  . 


6,663 
12.961 
10,090 

6379 

5,127 
11.959 

5,413 

5,410 
12,182 

7,486 
20,589 
14,678 

5,966 
12346 
22.061 
17.273 
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THE  BINDERY. 


1926 


of  vohumu  h^nmd  'm  varioot  iljics  .... 

Maouiac*  f^i^fhf4 187 

VoImms  rcf^aired 2.176 

VolttflMt  fBarded      «        .                ljSt2 

Mapf   aowiled 90 

Phofograplw  mm!  cagrftvinf*,  etc.  mowitrd       ....  4.906 

Library  publicatioM  folded,  itHcfaed  and  biuitd    .  6073 


0313 


2J0K 

1J04 
41 

88^997 


THE  PRINTING  DEPARTMENT. 


RaqttuilioM  received  aad  filled 

Card  Catalofue  (Central  Library) : 

Titlat  (Priating  Department  count 

Cards  finished  (exclusive  of  extras) 
Card  Catalogue  (Branches) : 

Titles  (Printing  Department  count) 

Cards  finished  (exclusive  of  extras) 

Signs  

Blank  forms  (numbered  series) 

Forms,  circulars,  and  sundries  (outside  numbered  series 
Catalogues,  pamphlets,  and  bibliographical  programs 


1926 

1927 

237 

209 

5.952 

4j050 

66.1^ 

65.417 

760 

4B0 

33.583 

32.160 

735 

283 

3.402,038 

3.127J0I9 

^370 

46317 

55.490 

43.^5 
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THE  LECTURES  OF  1927-1928. 

All  lectures,  except  those  marked  with  an  asterisk  (*)  were 

illustrated  with  lantern  slides. 

1927 
Oct.  6.     The  American  Indian  Past  and  Present.     Dr.  Warm  K. 

Moorehead. 
Oct.  9.   ^Paul  Claudel,  Ambassador  and  Litterateur.     William  M 

Stinson.  S.  J. 
Oct.  9.  *G)ncert.   Gordon  String  Quartet  of  Chicago.     (Elizabeth 

Sprague  Coolidge  series.) 
Oct.        1 0.  *Prof .  E.  Chariton  Black  Memorial.    Address  by  Rt  Rev. 

William  F.  Anderson.  D.  D.    In  Memoriam:  poem  by 

Laura  Simmonds.     A  Group  of  Songs,  rendered  by 

Mrs.  Alice    Wentworth    MacGregor.  and    Ra3rmoad 

Coon,  Pianist.    (Ruskin  Club.) 
Oct.        13.     Today  in  the  Lands  of  Yesterday:  Changing  Scenes  in 

India,  China  and  Japan.     Walter  W.  Allerton. 
Oct.        16.     On. the  Sea  of  Noon:   Glimpses  of  Borneo,  Java,  Ceylon. 

and  die  Philippines.    John  C.  Bowker,  M.  D. 
Oct.        16.  ^Concert.     Boston  Chamber  Music  Trio. 
Oct.        20.     Our  National   Parks.  Henry  Warren  Poor,  A.  M 

(Under  the  auspices  of  the  National  Park  Service,  De- 
partment of  the  Interior,  Washington,  D.  C.) 
Oct.        23.   *Folk   Songs  of  the    British  Isles,  France    and  the  SoutL 

Claramond  Thompson,  (in  costume.) 
Oct.        23.  ^Concert.     Tokar  String  Quartet. 
Oct.        24.     The  Human  Side  of  Egyptian  Sculpture.     Dows  Dunham. 

A.  M.  (Ruskin  Club.) 
Oct.       27.     Sharing  a  Hobby:  Studies  in  Color  Photography.     Mr. 

and  Mrs.  Ardiur  M.  Keith. 
Oct.        30.  *Our  Country's  Grandmother.  Mrs.  Christine  von  K.  Wade. 
Oct.        30.     Boston  75  Years  Ago.  -  Walter  K.  Watkins. 
Nov.         3.      Famous  Actors,  Old  and  New,  with  Imitations  of  didr 

Acting.     Francis  Henry  Wade,  M.  D.,  Ph.  D. 
Nov.         6.   *FoIk  Music  of  Many  Lands.     (Under  the  auspices  of  the 

International  Institute,  Y.W.C.A.) 
Nov.         6;  ^Intimate  Piano  Concert,  with  mterpretative  talk.    Margartl 

Anderton,   Pianist. 
Nov.       1 0.  *The  Trend  of  Contemporary  Drama.     Clayton  Hamiltoa. 
Nov.       10.     Forest  and  Trails  in  the  White  Mountains.    Philip  W. 

Ayres,  (Field  and  Forest  Club  Course.) 
Nov.       13.  ^Dramatizing  the  Novel.    Frank  W.   C.   Hersey,  AM. 

(Drama  League  Course.) 


[71] 

Nov.       13.  ^Concert.     Persinger    String  Quartet  of  Santa    Barbara. 

(Elizabeth  Sprague  Coolidge  series.) 
Nov.       14.  ^Dante.     Lilian  \^hiting.     (Ruskin  Club.) 
Nov.       15.     Tike  Riffs  of  Morocco:  Their  Customs  and  Lore.     C.  S. 

Coon.     (Under  the  auspices  of  the  Boston,  Branch  of 

the  American  Folk  Lore  Society.) 
Nov.  1 7.  Abraham  Lincoln.  Guy  Richardson. 
Nov.      20.     Elnglish  Music  Alive  Again.    Henry  Gideon.  A.M.,  and 

assistants.     Musical  and  lantern  illustrations. 
Nov.       20.  *Folk  Music  of  Many  Lands.     (Under  the  auspices  of  the 

International  Institute,  Y.W.C.A.) 
Nov.       26.   *The  Truth  about  Kipling's  India.     Dhan  Gopal  Mukerji. 
Nov.       27.  ^America's  Story  in  Song.     Catherine  Smith.    Musical  il- 
lustrations. 
Nov.      27.  ^Concert.     Durrell  String  Quartet. 
Nov.       26.     A  Trip  Around  the  Mediterranean.        Harriet  Everard 

Johnson,  S.T.B.  (Ruskin  Club.) 
Dec.         \.     Across    Czechoslovakia,  the    Heart  of    Europe.    C.   F. 

Deerbon. 
Dec.         4.  ^Concert.     Orchestra  of  the  Lincoln  House  Association. 

Jacques  Hoffmann,  Conductor. 
Dec.         4.     Some  Early  Playhouses  of  London.     Sarah  E.  Palmer, 

M.  D. 
Dec.         8.     Through  Six  National  Parks  with  the  Field  and  Forest 

Club  in  1927.     Rev.  Charles  W.  Casson.     (Field  and 

Forest  Club  Course.) 
Dec.       1 1.  *The  Problem  Play.    Robert  E.  Rogers.  A.  M.     (Drama 

League  Course.) 
Dec.       1 1 .  ^Musical  Program.      Mrs.    M.   H.   Gulesian,   Composer- 
Pianist,  and  Mme  Olga  Avierino,  Soprano. 
Dec.        12.     Traveller's    Luck    in  Europe.       Mrs.  Charles  B.    Hall. 

(Ruskin  Club.) 
Dec.        13.     The  Nativity  in  Stereopticon  Slides,  Music,  and  Tableaux: 

a    Synthesis  of  Music,    Color,   Picture    and  Action. 

H.  Augustine  Smith,  assisted  by  the  Choral  Art  Society 

of  the  School  of  Religious  Education  of  Boston  Uni- 
versity and  by  soloists. 
Dec.       18.     When    Dickens  read  the    Christmas  Carol  in  Boston  on 

Christmas  Eve.     Edward  F.  Payne,  President,  Boston 

Branch  of  the  Dickens  Fellowship. 
Dec.        18.   ^Concert.      Musical  Art  String  Quartet   of   New   York. 

(Elizabeth  Sprague  Coolidge  series.) 
19.  *A  Christmas    Message.      Mrs.    Minnie    Meserve    Soule. 

Music  by  Mrs.  Alice  Wentworth  MacGregor.  (Ruskin 

Club.) 
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Dec  22.  *Song  and  Satire  of  the  Eighteenth  Century.  Lecture- 
recital.  Emma  Marshall  Denldnger,  PL  D.,  and 
Esther  M.  Wood,  Soprano. 

Dec.      29.     The  Madonna  in  Italian  Art    Mrs.  William  Dana  Orctttt 
1928 

Jan.  5.     Long  Wharf  and  the  Old  Boston  Waterfront;  History 

and  Reminiscences.     Gilbert  R.  Payson. 

Jan.         8.  ^Symbolism  in  Modem  Drama.    Robert  E.  Rogers,  A.  M. 

(Drama  League  Course.) 

Jan.  8.  ^Intersettlement  Concert  by  pupils  from  the  Music  School 

Setdements. 

Jan.         9.  *The  Making  of  a  Rusldn  Collection.     Charles  E.  Good- 
speed.     (Ruskin  Club.) 

Jan.        1 2.     The  Lure  of  New  Elngland.     Percy  A.  Brigham.     (Fidd 

and  Forest  Club  Course.) 

Jan.        1 4.     Northern  Italy  and  the  Dolomites.    Rev.  A.  EL  Worman. 

Jan.        1 5.  ^Legends  and  Folk  Songs  of  Finland.    Aino  SaarL    Musi- 
cal illustrations. 

Jan.        15.  *Song  Recital.     Elsie  Winsor  Bird,  Soprano. 

Jan.        1 9.     The  Life  and  Art  of  Edgar  Allan  Poe.    Joseph  Lorraine. 

Jan.        19.     Flemish  and    Dutch    Art:  a  comparison    and    valuatioD. 

Adriaan  M.   DeGroot. 

Jan.        22.  ^Concert.        Choral  Society  of  the    Massachusetts  State 

Federation  of  Women's  Clubs. 

Jan.        22.  ^Modern  Piano  Music  of  the  French,  Russian  and  English 

Schools.     Elizabeth  Siedoff.     Lecture-piano  recital. 

Jan.       23.  ^The  Witch  of  Salem:  Cadman*s  New  American  Opera. 

Grace  May  Statsman.     Musical  illustrations.    (RusUb 
Club.) 

Jan.       26.     Evangeline  Country  at  Apple-blossom  Time.     Edwin  A. 

Freeman. 

Jan.       29.  *The  Educational  Value  of  Play  Producing  in  ScIkmJs. 

Marie    Ware    Laughton,     Director,  The    Out-Door 
Players. 

Jan.        29.  ^Concert.    Hart  House  String  Quartet  of  Toronto.    (Eliza- 

bedi  Sprague  Coolidge  series.) 

Feb.        2.     Nature's  Mysteries.     Dan  McCowan.      (Contributed  by 

the  Bureau  of  Commercial   Economics,   Washington* 

p.c.) 

Feb.         5.  ^Russian  Music.    Dr.  John  P.  Marshall. 

Feb.        5.  *Concert.     The  Players  of  Concerted  Music. 

Feb.        9.     The  English  Lake  Country  and  its  Poets.    Olive  C.  Giigor. 

(Field  and  Forest  Club  Course.) 
Feb.       12.  *Our  Social  Comedies.     Mrs.  Carl  L.  Schrader,  President 

Drama  League  of  Boston.     (Drama  League  Course.) 


• 
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Feb.       1 2.  *G>iicert.     Burgin  and  Durrdl  String  Quartets  of  Boston. 

(Elizabeth  Sprague  Gx>liclge  series.) 
Feb.       13.  *The  Observance  of  John  Ruskin's  Birthday,  February  8, 

1818.     (Ruskin  Club.) 
Feb.       1 6.     Unknown  Newfoundland.    Robert  H.  Tait.    (Contributed 

by  the  Bureau  of  Commercial  Economics,  Washington, 

D.C) 
Feb.       19.  *The  Odes  of  the  Roman  Poet  Horace,  in  musical  settings. 

ancient  and  modem.    W.  B.  McDaniel,  II,  A.  M. 
Feb.       19.  *lntersettlement  Concert  by  Pupils  from  the  Music  School 

Setdements. 
Feb.      23.     Gainsborough,  Painter  of  Beautiful  Women,  1727-1927. 

Martha  A.  S.  Shannon. 
Feb.      26.  ^Authors  and  Wives,  Face  to  Face.    John  E.  Pember. 
Feb.      26.  ^Concert.     Gertrude  Ehrhart,  soprano,  Carmela  Ippolito, 

violin,  and  Nicolas  Slonimsky,  piano. 
Feb.      27.  *The  Purpose  of  Literature.     Prof.  Elarl  Augustus  Aldrich. 

(Ruskin  Club.) 
Mar.        1.     Picturesque  Germany.     John  G.   Bucher.      (Contributed 

by  the  Bureau  of  Commercial  Economics,  Washington, 

D.C.) 
Mar.        4.  *NegTO    Writers    and    Composers.        Recital.        Dorothy 

Richardson,  contralto,  Eleanor  Trent  Wallace,  reader, 

and  Dorothy  Wood,  accompanist. 
Mar.       4.  ^Concert.     Boston  Civic  Ssrmphony  Orchestra.     Joseph  F. 

Wagner,  Conductor. 
Mar.        8.     Mountain  and  Woodland  Trails.        Frank  H.  Sprague. 
%  (Field  and  Forest  Club  Course.) 

Mar.      1 1 .     Folk  Plays :  the  Foundation  of  Modem  American  Drama. 

Albert  Hatton  Gilmer,  A.M.  (Drama  League  Course.) 
Mar.      11.  ^Concert.     New  York  String  Quartet.     (Elizabeth  Sprague 

Coolidge  series.) 
Mar.      12.  *Ruskin*s  Country.     Mrs.   Herbert  J.  Gumey.      (Ruskin 

Club.) 
Mar.      1 5.  *  Varied  Program.    The  Strolling  Players.     Helene  Martha 

Boll,  Director. 
Mar.      18.  ^Concert.     Orchestra  of  the  Lincoln   House  Association. 

Jacques  Hoffmann,  Conductor. 
Mar.      18.  ^Intersettlement  Concert  by  Pupils  from  the  Music  School 

Setdements. 
Mar.     22.     Pilgrim  Land  and  Old   New  England  Whaling.      Rev. 

George  T.  Plummer. 
Mar.     25.   ^Music  of  the  Church,  the  Home,  and  the  Nation.     Mme 

Beale  Morey.    Vocal  and  Instrumental  illustrations. 
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Mar.     26.     The  Beauties  of  Switzerland.   Mrs.  Arthur  Dudl^  Ropes. 

(Ruskmaub.) 
Mar.     29.     General  Allenby*s  Palestine  Campaign.    Lieut  G>1.  Girard 

L.  McElntee. 
Apr.        I .  *The  Shortest  Trail  to  Bird  Acquaintance,  by  Way  of  Song 

and  Call.    Lester  W.  Smith. 
Apr.        !.  ^Concert.       The  Pierian  Sodality  Orchestra  of  Harvard 

University.     Nicolas  Slonimsky,  Conductor. 
Apr.       3.     Spain,  the  Land  of  History  and  Romance.    Ellen  E.  Page. 
Apr.        8.  ^Reminiscences  of   Famous  Shakesperian  Actors.      Helen 

Adelaide  Shaw. 
Apr.       8.  ^Concert.     Lenox  String  Quartet  of  New  York.    (Ellizabeth 

Sprague  Coolidge  series.) 
Apr.       9.     A  New  Elxperiment  in  Balancing  Education.     Arthur  W. 

Gilbert,  Ph.  D.   Mile  Berthe  Hebert,  soloist    (Raskin 

Club.) 
Apr.      12.     Robert  Bums.     Charles  S.  Olcott 
Apr.        1 .  *Piano  Recital  for  Young  People.    Persis  Cox. 
Apr.      1 5.  ^Platform  arrangement  of  Cyrano  de  Bergerac,  by  Edmond 

Rostand.     Edward  Abner  Thompson,  A.  M. 
Apr.      15.  *Intersettlement  Concert  by  Pupils  from  the  Music  School 

Settlements. 
Apr.     22.  *The  Modem  Church  Music  Renaissance.     Carl  F.  Pfat- 

teicher,  Th.  D.     Musical  illustrations. 
Apr.     23.  *Goya.     Ellen  E.  Page.     (Rusldn  Club.) 
^r.     26.     From  London  to  Land's  Elnd.    Mrs.  Arthur  Dudley  Ropes. 
Apr.     29.  ^Concert.     Leonora  Choral  Society  of  Bradford  Academy. 

Frederick*  Johnson.  Conductor. 
May       3.     Home  Life  in  Japan.     Marguerite  Rand. 
May       6.     The  New  Art  of  Mobile  Color.     G.  A.  Shook.     Color 

Organ  and  Musical  illustrations. 
May       6.  ^Concert.     Rose  String  Quartet  of  Vienna.      (Under  tke 

auspices  of  the  Library  of  Congress,  Washington,  I7.C. 

Elizabeth  Sprague  Coolidge  Foundation.) 

PUBLIC  EXHIBITIONS.    1927. 

In  Elzhibition  Room. 
Installation 

date 
Jan.       14.     Paintings  and  etchings  by  Anthony  Thieme. 
Feb.         5.     American  Book  Illustration.     First  annual  exhibition,  by 

American  Institute  of  Graphic  Arts. 
Feb.       1 0.     Color  prints  of  the  works  of  Jan  Vermeer  van  Delft,  from 

collections  in  the  Division  of  Fine  Arts. 


Feb. 

19. 

Feb. 

26. 

Mar. 

7. 

Mar. 

19. 

Mar. 

21. 

^r. 

2. 

175] 

Prints  of  George  Washington. 

Centenary  exhibition  of  material  relating  to  Ludwig  von 

Beethoyen. 
Historic    German    buildings,    to    accompany    Beethoven 

material. 
Original  designs  entered  in  the  "House  Beautiful'*  G>ver 

Design  Competition. 
Memorial  exhibition  of  rare  manuscripts  and  editions  of  the 

work  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  1642—1727. 
Fine  Printing.     Third  annual  exhibition  by  The  American 
Institute  of  Graphic  Arts. 

Apr.         4.     "The  Graphic  Process*':  a  series  of  actual  prints,  edited 

by  Louis  A.  Holman  —  recently  acquired  by  the 
Library. 

Apr.       18.     "Workers  Education**,  in  connection  with  the  5th  annual 

convention  of  the  Workers  Education  Bureau  of 
America;  including  original  oil  paintings  by  Gerrit 
A.   Beneker. 

Apr.       30.     Selected  work  from  Lowthorpe  School  of  Landscape  Archi- 
tecture for  Women. 

May         2.      "Better   Homes  Week**:   material   loaned   by  the  Small 

House  Service  Bureau. 

May       16.     Resources  in  the  Library  for  study  and  research  in  the 

Fine  Arts. 

May       16.     "Creative  Expression  in  Design  and  Drawing";  work  by 

pupils  in  the  Boston  Public  Schools.  (Held  in  Sargent 
Corridor.) 

June  1 .     Historical  exhibition  commemorating  the  seventy-fifth  anni- 

versary of  the  Boston  Public  Library;  material  from 
various  departments  of  the  Library. 

Oct.  8.      Photographic  enlargements  by  William  E.  Merrill. 

Oct.        1 5.     "Fifty  Books  of  the  Year**  and  "Printing  for  Commerce*', 

lent  by  the  American  Institute  of  Graphic  Arts. 

Nov.         3.      "Old  World  Handicraft**,  lent  by  the  International  Insti- 
tute of  the  Young  Women*s  Christian  Association. 

Dec.         5.     "Sculpture  in  Soap*',  lent  by  the  Procter  &  Gamble  Com- 
pany. 

Dec.       1 7.     Color  prints  of  Christmas  subjects,  from  the  Seeman  and 

Medici  collections. 
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IN  BARTON-TICKNOR  ROOM. 

January        Books  illustrating  the  historical  development  of  Children*! 

literature. 

January        "Masterpieces  of  Modem  Printing." 

April  Examples  of  the  work  of  the  Kelmscott  Press. 

May  Orderly  books  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  including  the  re- 

cent accession,  **Peter  Scull's  Orderly  Book." 

October        Pictographs  of  the  Paleolithic  and  Neolithic  eras. 

December     Editions  of  Newton*s  '*Principia,*'  including  first  editions 

recendy  acquired  by  the  Library. 

SELECTED  LIST  OF  GIFTS  AND  GIVERS. 

Antin,  Mary,  Great  Barrington,  Massachusetts.  Original  manuscript  of 
"The  Promised  Land"  by  Mary  Antin.    For  the  Artz  G>llectio]i. 

Bates,  Katherine  Lee,  Wellesley.  "The  Pilgrim  Ship,"  by  Katherine 
Lee  Bates.     Inscribed  copy  for  the  Artz  G>llection. 

Beethoven  Association,  The,  New  York  City.  Facsimile  reproduction  of 
the  original  manuscrip>t  of  Beethoven's  "Sonata  Appassionata"  wfaidi 
belongs  to  the  Library  of  the  Paris  G>nservatory  of  Music.  No.  1 30 
of  500  copies  printed  for  the  Beethoven  Association  of  New  York. 

Beneker,  Gerrit  A.,  West  Newton.  Colored  reproductions  of  paintings 
by  Gerrit  A.  Beneker,  with  descriptive  text. 

Connolly,  Rt.  Rev.  Msgr.  Arthur  T.        Fourteen  volumes  of  "Acta 

Sanctse  Sedis"  1897  to  1908  inclusive,  and  nineteen  volumes  of 

"Acta  Apostolicse  Sedis.    Commentarium  Officiale"    1909-1927. 

Msgr.  Connolly's  gift  completes  and  continues  the  Library  set  given 

by  the  late  Archbishop  Williams  in  1897. 

Conway,  Katherine  E.,  Estate  of,  through  James  J.  Conway,  Elzecutor. 
A  collection  of  88  volumes  from  Miss  Conway's  private  library. 
Many  of  these  are  inscribed  copies  from  the  authors  who  were  her 
personal  friends  and  include  names  of  well-known  contemporary 
writers. 

Coolidge,  Mrs.  EUizabeth  S.,  of  Washington.  A  set  in  facsimile  of  the 
works  of  Claudio  MonteVerdi,  prmted  in  Venice  in  1607  and  it- 
printed  in  Asolo  1 926  in  a  limited  edition  of  1 0  volumes.  For  the 
Music  Division. 

Curtis,  Miss  Mary,  Hamilton,  Massachusetts.  660  photographs  of 
architecture,  painting  and  sculpture  in  European  galleries. 

Deering,  Charles,  Estate  of,  Chicago.  Tamarit.  Some  notes  con- 
cerning this  historical  and  legendary  Catalonian  town.  Privately 
printed.     In  English  and  Spanish.    Folio.     In  |4  morocco  binding. 

Fleischner,  Otto.       II  Libro  della  bella  donna.     Composto  da  Messer 
Federico  Luigini  da  Vdine.     Venetio,  1554. 
For  the  Galatea  Collection. 
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Forbes,  Mrs.  J.  Malcolm,  Milton.  (Through  the  Woodrow  Wilson 
Foundation).  Selected  literary  and  political  papers  of  Woodrow 
Wil8on.New  York.,  1923.     Five  sets  of  three  volumes  each. 

Harper,  Henry  H.  The  story  of  a  Nephrectomy.  A  true  history  of  a 
semi-tragic  episode,  by  Henry  H.  Harper.     Norwood,  1927. 

Hersey,  Miss  Heloife  £.  Elighty-two  volumes  of  miscellaneous  works 
and  47  numbers  of  the  Anglo-Catholic  G)ngress  Books.  (London, 
1923.) 

Hispanic  Society  of  America,  The  President  and  Trustees  of.  New  York 
City.  A  complete  set  of  the  Publications  of  the  Society  in  200 
volumes.  A  noteworthy  addition  to  the  Ticknor  Collection  of 
Spanish  and  Portuguese  books. 

Loring,  Miss  Katharine  P.,  Prides  Crossing.       At  Bumside.    Verses  by 
two  friends.     (Cleorge  E.  Woodberry  and  Louisa  Putnam  Loring) 
"Privately  printed  by  D.  B.  Updike,  The  Merrymount  Press,  Bos- 
ton, in  January  1927."    For  the  Artz  Collection. 

McCoreevy,  Michael  T.       1 82  photographs  of  base-ball  players  covering 
a  period  of  fifty  years,  collected  by  Mr.  McGreevy. 
"These  pictures  have  accumulated  dirough  the  past  fifty  years  and 
represent  in  photographic  form  the  evolution  of  our  great  national 
game."    From  letter  of  giver. 

Mackay,  Clarence  H.,  New  York  City.  The  Clarence  H.  Mackay 
(Collection.  Italian  Schools.  By  Wilhelm  R.  Valentiner,  New 
York.  1926.  In  Morocco  binding.  Large  folio.  (No.  60  of 
100  copies  printed  for  private  distribution.) 

Phillips,  Miss  Mary  E.  Edgar  Allan  Poe  the  Man.  By  Mary  E. 
Phillips.  With  a  foreword  by  James  H.  Whitty.  Chicago,  1 926, 
2  vols.  (Inscribed  to  Mr.  C.  F.  D.  Belden  and  members  of  the 
Stoff.) 

Sargent,  Miss  Elmily  and  Mrs.  Francis  Ormond,  London.  (Through  Mr. 
Thomas  A.  Fox.)  Thirty-five  volumes  from  the  London  Studio 
of  John  Singer  Sargent.  These  books  were  obviously  used  by  Mr. 
Sargent  in  connection  with  die  decorations  in  the  Library. 

Schinner,  C.  Inc.,  New  York  City.  Seventy-one  pieces  of  music  for  the 
Allen  A  Brown  Library. 

Sohier,  William  D.  294  volumes  of  miscellaneous  literature  including 
poetry,  history.  Civil  War,  travel,  guide  books,  etc. 

Stinson,  Rev.  William  M.,  S.  J.       Boston  College  in  the  World  War. 
1917-18.      Chestnut  Hill.    (1927.) 
During  the  year  the  Columbia  Phonograph  Company  of  New  York 

and  the  Victor  Talking  Machine  Company  of  Camden,   N.  J.,  have 

continued  to  enrich  the  Library  collection  to  the    extent  of  1 1 7  and  63 

records  respectively.    These  records,  added  to  the  collection  of  the  Library, 

are  of  great  use  in  illustrating  the  weekly  lectures  on  the  Symphony 

Concerts. 


[78] 

OFFICIALS  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

Director,  Charles  F.  D.  Belden. 

Reference  Librarian,  Frank  H.  Chase. 

Executive  Secretary,  Delia  Jean  Deery. 

Auditor,  Helen  Schubarth. 

Bates  Hall  Centre  Desk,  Newspaper  and  Patent  Dej^artment:  Pierce  E. 
Buckley,  Chief. 

Newspaper  Division,  Frederic  Serex,  Assistant  in  Charge. 

Patent  Division,  William  J.  Ennis,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Bindery  Department:  James  W.  Kenney,  Chief. 
Branch  Department:  Edith  Guerrier,  Supervisor  of  Branches.* 

Central  Branch  Issue  Division,  Alice  V.  Stevens,  Assistant  in  Charge. 

Branch  Binding  Division,  Marian  A.  McCarthy,  Assistant  in  Charge. 

Shipping  Division,  Robert  F.  Dixon,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Catalogue  Department:  Samuel  A.  Chevalier,  Chief. 

Card  Division,  T.  Francis  Brennan,  Assistant  in  Charge. 

Shelf  Division,  Michael  McCarthy,  Chief  Classifier,  in  Charge. 
Children's   Department:   Alice   M.    Jordan,   Supervisor  of   Work  with 
Children. 

Children's  Librarian,  Central  Library,  Mary  C.  Toy. 
Editor:  Zoltan  Haraszti. 

Engineer  and  Janitor  Department:  William  F.  Quinn,  Supt.  of  Buildings. 
Genealogy  Division :  Agnes  C.  Doyle,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Information  Office:  John  H.  Reardon,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Issue  Department:  Frank  C.  Blaisdell,  Chief. 
Library  Training  Class:  Bertha  V.  Hartzell,  Supervisor. 
Ordering  Department:  Theodosia  E.  Macurdy,  Chief. 
Periodical  Room:  Francis  J.  Hannigan,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Printing  Department  Francis  Watts  Lee,  Chief. 
Registration  Department:  A.  Frances  Rogers,  Chief. 
Special  Libraries  Department:  ,  Chief. 

Bafton-Ticknor  Division,  Harriet  Swift,  Assistant  in  Charge. 

Music  Division,  Richard  G.  Appel,  Assistant  in  Charge. 

Technology  Division,  George  S.  Maynard,  Assistant  in  Charge. 
Statistical  Department:  Horace  L.  Wheeler,  Chief. 
Stock  Room:  Timothy  J.  Mackin,  Custodian. 
Branch  Librarians: 

AUston,  Katherine  F.  Muldoon. 
Andrew  Square,  Elizabeth  H.  McShane. 
Boylston  Station,  Pearl  B.  Smart. 
Brighton,  Katrina  M.  Sather. 
Charlestown,  Katherine  S.  Rogan. 

*  For  Bmnch  LibrBrians.  lee  below. 
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City  Point,  Alice  L.  Murphy. 
Gxlman  Square,  Elizabeth  P.  Ross. 
Dorchester,  Marion  C.  Kingman. 
East  Boston,  Laura  M.  Cross. 
Faneuil,  Gertrude  L.  Connell. 
Fellowes  Athenaeum,  Mary  E.  Ames. 
Hyde  Park,  Grace  L.  Murray. 
Jamaica  Plain,  Katie  F.  Albert. 
Jeffries  Point,  Margaret  A.  Calnan. 
Lower  Mills,  Isabel  E.  Weli)ierald. 
Mattapan,  Ada  Aserkoff. 
Memorial,  Beatrice  M.  Planagan. 
Mount  Bowdoin,  Theodora  B.  Scoff. 
Mount  Pleasant,  Margaret  H.  Reid. 
Neponset,  Ellen  C.  McShane. 
North  End,  Mary  F.  Curley.  " 
Orient  Heights,  Catherine  F.  Flannery. 
Parker  Hill,  Mary  M.  Sullivan. 
Rosliqdale,  Annie  M.  Donovan. 
Roxbury  Crossing,  Edith  R.  Nickerson. 
South  Boston,  M.  Florence  Cufflin. 
South  End,  Margaret  A.  Sheridan. 
Tyler  Street,  Lois  Clark. 
Upham's  Comer,  Beatrice  C.  Maguire. 
West  End,  Fanny  Goldstein. 
West  Roxbury,  Carrie  L.  Morse. 


INDEX. 


Accessions,   (5ee  Books). 

Balance  sheet,  26-29. 

Bates   Hall.  46. 

Bequests,   (See  Gifts). 

Bindery,  68. 

Books,  secessions,  4,  37-42,  65;  de- 
posits, 53,  56;  expenditures,  4,  39, 
40,  51 ;  important  accessions,  40-42; 
inter-library  loans,  56,  65;  larger  ap- 
propriations needed,  5,  32-33;  shelf- 
room,  37;  standard  reference  for 
branches,  57;  total  number  and  lo- 
cation, 66-67. 

Borrowers,    (See   Registration). 

Branches,  better  quarters,  2,  36,  36; 
books,  39,  40;  children's  rooms,  52, 
56;  EjEamining  Committee  on,  32, 
35;  Baker  Library,  6-9;  more  need- 
ed, 38,  57;  report,  57;  volumes  in,  67. 

Business  Branch,  (See  George  F. 
Baker  Library). 

Catalogue  and  Shelf  Department,  43, 
66. 

Children's  Department,  34,  51^55;  at 
branches,  52,  56;  staff  instruction,  59. 

Circulation,  4,  37,  51,  56,  62-65. 

Comparison  of  growth,  table,  69. 

Concerts  (See  Lectures  and  Concerts). 

Connolly,  Msgr.  A.  T.,  elected  Presi. 
dent,    1. 

Deposits,   53,  56. 

Director's    report,   37-61 . 

Dwinnell,  Clifton  H.,  appointed  a  trus- 
tee, I. 

Employees   (See  Staff). 

Estimates,  3. 


Committee,   members,   24 ; 
report,  30-36. 

Exhibitions,  55,  57.  74-76. 

Finance,  balance  sheet,  26-29;  esti- 
mates, 3;  Elzamining  Committee  on, 
30;  expenditures,  37;  for  books,  39- 
40,  51;  receipts,  3;  special  appropri- 
ation, 9-10,  trust  funds,  10-23. 

Gaston,  William  A.,  decease.  1. 

George  F.  Baker  Library,  transfer  of 
business  books  to,  and  agreement.  6-9. 
37. 

GifU  and  bequests.  4,  39.  42.  76-^7. 

Government  Document  Room,  47. 

Harvard  University  School  of  Business 
Administration,  (See  George  F.  Baker 
Library). 

Information  Office,  47. 

Inter-library  loans,  56,  65. 

iCirstein,  Louis  E.,  elected  Vice  Presi- 
dent, I ;   addition  to  fund,  4,  42. 

Lecture  Hall,  use  of,  58.  70-74. 

Lectures  and  Concerts,  58,  70-74. 

Needs,  (See  Repairs  and  Improve- 
ments). 

Newspaper  Room,  47. 

Open  Shelf  Room,  47. 

Patent  Room,  47. 

Periodical  Room,  49. 

Printing  Department,  68. 

Publications,  44. 

Reed,  Helen  Leah,  bequest  of,  4.  42. 

Registration   Department.  42-43. 

Repairs  and  Improvements,  1—2.  30. 
35-36,  38,  54.  60. 

Retirements,   60. 


